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4en  and  the  Duke  af  Marlborough*  %  XXIII.  Inactive, 
campaign  in  the  Netherlands.  §  XXIV.  Harley  begins 
to  form  a  party  against  ^  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
$  XXV.  The  nation  discontented  with  the  Whig  minis- 
try.  §  XXVI.  Meeting  of  the  first  British  Parliament. 
$  XXVII.  Inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  war  in  Spain. 
&' XXVIII.  Greggi  a  clerk  in.thefSecr^ary^s  oj^ce,  de- 
Teetttt  in  a  cortespdndence  kvith  the  'French  ministry. 
$  XXIX*  Harley  resigns  his  employments.  $  XXX. 
The  Pretender  embarks  at  Dunkirk  for  Scotland. 
$  XXXI.  ffis  design  is  defeated.  $  XXXII.  State  of 
the  nation  at  that  period.  $  XXXIII.^  Parliament  dis- 
9olved.  §  XXXIV.  The  French  surprise  Ghent  and 
Bruges.  $  XXXV.  They  are  routed  at  Oudenarde. 
$  XXXVI.  The  AUies  invest  Lisle.  $  XXXVII.  They 
defeat  a  large  body  of  French  forces  at  Wynendale.  The 
Elector  of  Bavaria  attacks  Bncssels.  §  XXXVIII. 
.  lisle  surrendered^  Ghent  taken^  and  Bruges  abandoned. 
f  XXXIX.  Conquest  of  Minorca  by  General  Stanhope. 
,$  XL.  Rupture  between  the  Pope  and  the  Emperor. 
^  XLI.  Death  of  Prince  George  of  Denmark*  §  XLII. 
.  The  new  Parliament  assembled.  $  XLIII.  Naturaliza- 
.  tiou  bilU  §  XLI V.  Act  of  grace.  §  XLV.  Disputes 
about  the  Muscovite  Ambassador  compromised. 

$  I.  WHILE  this  treaty  was  on  the  carpet  at 
home^  the  allied  arms  prospered  surprisingly  in  the  Nether-* 
landsy  in  Spain,  and  in  Piedmont.  The  French  king  had 
resolved  to  make  very  considerable  efforts  in  these  coun- 
tries ;  and,  indeed,  at  tlie  beginning  of  the  campaign  his 
armies  were  very  formidable.  He  hoped  that,  by  the  re- 
duction xy{  Turin  and  Barcelona,  the  war  would  be  extin- 
guished in  Italy  and  Catalonia^  He  knew  that  he  could 
outnumber  any  body  of  forces  that  prince  Lewis  of  Baden 
ahould  assemble  on  the  Rhine ;  and  he  resolved  to  rein- 
force his  army  in  Flanders,  so  as  to  be  in  a  condition  to 
act  offensively  against  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  This 
poWeman  repaired  to  Holland  in  the  latter  end  of  April ; 
and  conferred  with  the  i^tes  general.  Then  he  assembled 
the  army  between  Borschloen  and  Groes  Waren,  and  found 
it  amounted  to  seveptyrfour  battalions  of   foot,  and  one 
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hundred  and  twenty-three  squadrons  of  horse  and  dra- 
goons, well  furnished  with  artillery  and  pontoons.  The 
court  of  France  having  received  intelligence  that  the  Dan- 
ish and  Prussian  troops  had  not  yet  joined  the  confederates, 
ordered  the  elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  mareschal  de  Ville- 
Toy  to  attack  them  before  the  junction  could  be  eflfectcd. 
In  pursuance  of  this  order  they  passed  the  Deule  on  the 
mneteenth  day  of  May,  and  posted  themselves  at  Tirle- 
mont,  being  superior  in  number  to  the  allied  army.  There 
they  were  joined  by  the  horse  of  the  army,  commanded  by 
mareschal  Marsin,  and  encamped  between  Tirlemont  and 
Judoigne.  On  Whitsunday,  early  in  the  morning,  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  advanced  with  his  army  in  eight 
columns  towards  the  village  of  Ramillies,  being  by  this 
time  joined  by  the  Danes;  and  he  learned  that  the  enemy 
were  in  march  to  give  him  battle.  Next  day  the  French 
^nerals  perceiving  the  confederates  so  near  them,  took 
possession  of  a  strong  camp,  the  right  extending  to  the 
tomb  of  Hautemont,  on  the  side  of  the  Mehaigne ;  their 
left. to  Anderkirk ;  and  the  village  of  Ramillies  being  near 
their  centre.  The  confederate  army  was  drawn  up  in  or^ 
der  of  battk,  with  the  right  wing  near  Foltz  on  the  brook 
of  Yause,  and  the  left  by  the  village  of  Franquenies,  which 
the  enemy  had  occupied.  The  duke  ordered  lieutenant 
general  Schultz,  with  twelve  battalions  and  twenty  pieces 
of  cannon,  to  begin  the  action,  by  attacking  Ramillies, 
which  was  strongly  fortified  with  artillery.  At  the  same 
time  velt  mareschal  d'Auverquerque,  on  the  left  com- 
manded colonel  Wertmuller,  with  four  battalions  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  to  dislodge  the  enemy's  infantry  posted 
among  the  hedges  of  Franquenies.  Both  these  orders 
were  successfully  executed.  The  Dutch  and  Danish  horse 
of  the  left  wing  charged  with  great  vigour  and  intrepidity, 
but  were  so  roughly  handled  by  the  troops  of  the  French 
king's  household,  that  they  began  to  give  way,  when  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  sustained  them  with  the  body  of  re- 
serve, and  twenty  squadrons  drawn  from  the  right,  where  a 
morass  prevented  them  from  ?.cting.  In  the  racim  time, 
he  in  person  rallied  some  of  the  broken  squadrons,  in  order 
to  renew  the  charge,  when  his  own  horse  falling,  he  w^s 
surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  must  have  been  either  killed 
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or  taken  prisoner,  had  not  a  body  of  infantry  come  season^ 
ably  to  his  relief.  When  he  remounted  his  horse,  the 
head  of  col.  Brienfield,  his  gentleman  of  the  horse,  was 
carried  ofl^  by  a  cannon  ball  while  he  held  the  duke's  stir- 
rup. Before  the  reinforcement  arrived,  the  best  part  of 
the  French  mousquetaires  were  cut  in  pieces.  AU  the 
troops  posted  in  RamiUies  were  either  killed  or  taken* 
The  rest  of  the  enemy's  infantry  I^egan  to  retreat  in  toler- 
able order,  under  cover  ef  the  cavalry  on  their  left  wing, 
which  formed  themselves  in  three  lines  between  Ossuz  and 
Anderkirk  :  but  the  English  horse  having  found  means  to 
pass  the  rivulet  which  divided  them  from  the  enemy,  fell 
upon  them  with  such  impetuosity,  that  they  abandoned  their 
foot,  and  were  terribly  slaughtered  in  the  village  of  Ander- 
kirk.  They  now  gave  way  on  all  sides.  The  horse  fled 
three  different  ways :  but  were  so  closely  pursued  that 
very  few  escaped.  The  elector  of  Bavaria,  and  the 
mareschal  de  Villeroy  saved  themselves  with  the  utmost 
difficulty.  Several  wagons,  of  the  enemy's  vanguard 
breaking  down  in  a  narrow  pass,  obstructed  the  way  in 
such  a  manner,  that  the  Ijaggage  and  artillery  could  not 
proceed;  nor  could  their  troops  defile  in  order.  The 
victorious  horse  being  informed  of  this  accident  pressed  on 
them  so  vigorously,  that  great  numbers  threw  down  their 
arms  and  submitted.  The  pursuit  was  followed  through 
Judoigne  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  five  leagues  from 
the  field  of  battle,  and  within  two  of  Louvaine.  In 
a  word,  the  confederates  obtained  a  complete  victory. 
They  took  the  enemy's  baggage  and  artiller}*^,  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  colours,  or  standards,  six  hundred 
officers,  six  thousand  private  soldiers;  and  about  eight 
thousand  were  killed  or  wounded."  Prince  Maximilian 
and  prince  Monbnson  lost  their  lives :  the  major  generala 
Palavicini  and  Mezieres  were  taken,  together  with  the 
marquises  de  Bar,  de  Nonant,  and  de  la  Beaume,  this 
last  the  son  of  the  mareschal  de  Tallard,  monsieur  de 
Montmorency,  nephew  to  the  duke  of  Luxembourg,  and 

a  The  French  impute  ttie  loss  of  this  battle  to  the  mitconduct  of  Villeroy, 
wlio,  it  must  lie  owned,  made  a  most  wpetchcci  disposition.  When  he  returned  to 
Versailles,  vhcri:  he  expected  to  meet  with  nothing  but  reproaches,  Lewis  re- 
ceived him  wilho\it  the  least  mark  of  displeasure,  saying,  **  Nfr.  Mareschal,  you 
and  I  are  too  ok)  tu  be  fortunate." 
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many  other  persons  of  distinction,  llie  loss  of  the  allies 
did  not  exceed  three  thousand  men,  including  prince  Lewis 
of  Hesse,  and  Mr.  Bentinck,  who  were  slain  in  the  en* 
gagement.  The  French  generals  retired  with  precipitation 
to  Brussels,  while  the  allies  took  possession  of  Louvaine, 
and  next  day  encamped  at  Bethlem.  The  battle  of 
Ramillies  was  attended  with  the  immediate  conquest  of  all 
Brabant.  The  cities  of  Louvaine,  Mechlin,  Brussels, 
Antwerp,  Ghent,  and  Bruges,  submitted  without  resist- 
ance,  and  acknowledged  king  Charles.  Ostend,  though 
secured  by  a  strong  garrison,  was  surrendered  after  a 
siege  of  ten  days.  Menin,  esteemed  the  most  finished 
fortification  in  the  Netherlands,  and  guarded  by  six  thou-< 
sand  men,  met  with  the  same  fate.  The  garrison  of 
Dendermonde  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war; 
and  Aeth  submitted  on  the  same  conditions.  The  French 
troops  were  dispirited.  The  city  of  Paris  was  overwhelmed 
with  consternation.  Lewis  aifected  to  bear  his  misfortunes 
with  calmness  and  composure  :  but  the  constraint  had  such 
an  effect  upon  his  constitution,  that  his  physicians  thought 
it  necessary  to  prescribe  frequent  bleeding,  which  he  ac- 
cordingly underwent.  At  his  court  no  mention  was 
made  of  military  transactions  :  all  was  solemn,  silent,  and 
reserved. 

$  II.  Had  the  issue  of  the  campaign  in  Catalonia  been 
such  as  the  beginning  seemed  to  prognosticate,  the  French 
king  might  have  in  some  measure  consoled  himself  for  his 
disgraces  in  the  Netherlands.  On  the  sixth  day  of  April 
king  Philip,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  undertook 
the  siege  of  Barcelona,  while  the  count  de  Thoulouse 
blocked  it  up  with  a  powerful  squadron.  The  inhabitants, 
animated  by  the  presence  of  king  Charles,  made  a  vigorous 
defence :  and  the  garrison  was  reinforced  with  some  troops 
from  Gironne  and  other  places.  But,  after  the  fort  of 
Montjuic  was  taken,  the  place  was  so  hard  pressed,  that 
Charles  ran  the  utmost  risk  of  falling  into  the  bands  of  the 
enemy ;  for  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  who  had  marched 
from  Valencia  with  two  thousand  men,  found  it  impracti- 
cable to  enter  the  city.  Nevertheless,  he  maintained  his 
post  upon  the  hills :  and  with  surprising  courage  and  acti- 
vity, kept  the  besiegers  in  continual  alarm.     At  length. 
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sir  John  Leake  sailed  from  Lisbon  with  thirty  ships  of  the 
line ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  arrived  in  sight  of 
Barcelona.  The  French  admiral  no  sooner  received  intel- 
ligence of  his  approach,  than  he  set  sail  for  Toulon.  In 
three  days  after  his  departure,  king  Philip  abandoned,  the 
siege,  and  retired  in  great  disorder^  leaving  behind  hi* 
tents,  with  the  sick  and  wounded.  On  the  side  of  Portu^ 
gal  the  duke  of  Berwick  was  left  with  such  an'  inconsider* 
able  force  as  proved  insufficient  to  defend  the  frontiers. 
The  earl  of  Galway,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand 
men)  undertook  the  siege  of  Alcantara ;  and  in  three  dseys 
the  garrison,  consisting  of  four  thousand  men,  were  made 
prisoners  of  war.  Then  he  marched  to  Placentia,  and 
advanced  as  far  as  the  bridge  of  Almaris ;  but  the  Portu- 
guese would  penetrate  no  farther  until  they  should  know 
the  fate  of  Barcelona.  When  they  understood  the  siege 
was  raised,  they  consented  to  proceed  to  Madrid.  Philip 
guessing  their  intention,  posted  to  that  capital,  and  sent  his 
queen  with  all  his  valuable  effects  to  Burgos,  whither  he 
followed  her  in  person,  after  having  destroyed  every  thing 
that  he  could  not  carry  away.  About  the  latter  end  of 
June  the  earl  of  Galway  entered  the  city  without  resis* 
tance ;  but  the  Spaniards  were  extremely  mortified  to  see 
an  army  of  Portuguese,  headed  by  an  heretic,  in  posses- 
sion of  their  capital.  King  Charles  loitered  away  his  time 
in  Barcelona,  until  his  competitor  recovered  his  spirits, 
and  received  such  reinforcements  as  enabled  him  to  return 
to  Madrid,  with  an  army  equal  to  that  commanded  by  the 
earl  of  Galway.  This  general  made  a  motion  towards  Arra- 
gon,in  order  to  facilitate  his  conjunction  with  Charles,  who 
had  set  out  by  the  way  of  Saragossa,  where  he  was  acknow- 
ledged as  sovereign  of  Arragon  and  Valencia.  In  the  be** 
ginning;  of  August  this  prince  arrived  at  the  Portuguese 
cailip,  with  a  small  reinforcement ;  and  in  a  few  days  was 
followed  by  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  at  the  head  of  five 
hundred  dragoons.  The  two  armies  were  now  pretty  equal 
in  point  of  number;  but  as  each  expected  further  reinforce* 
ments,  neither  chose  to  hazard  an  engagement.  The  earl 
of  Peterborough,  who  aspired  to  the  chief  command,  and 
hated  the  prince  of  Licbten&tein,  who  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  king  Charles,  retired  in  disgust;  and  embarking 
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on  board  tm  English  ship  of  war,  set  sail  for  Genoa*  The 
£n^wh  fleet  continued  all  the  summer  in  the  Mediterra* 
nean;  diey  secured  Carthagena,  which  had  declared  for 
Charles :  they  took  the  town  of  Altcant  by  assault,  and  the 
casde  by  capitulation.  Then  sailing  out  of  die  Straits,  one 
squadron  was  detached  to  die  West  Indies,  another  to  lie 
at  Lisbon,  and  the  rest  were  sent  home  to  England. 

$  III.  Fortune  was  not  more  propitious  to  the  French 
in  Italy  than  in  Flanders.  The  duke  de  Vendome  having 
been  recalled  to  assume  the  command  In  Flanders  after 
the  batde  of  Ramillies,  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  army  in  Piedmont,  under  the  tutors^  and 
directicm  of  the  mareschal  dc  Marsin.  They  were  ordered 
to  besiege  Turin,  which  was  accordingly  invested  in  the 
month  of  May :  and  the  operations  carried  on  till  the  be» 
ginning  of  September.  Great  preparations  had  been  made 
for  diis  siege.  It  was  not  undertaken  until  the  duke  of 
Savoy  had  rejected  all  the  offers  of  the  French  monarch, 
which  were  sufficient  to  have  shaken  a  prince  of  less  cou- 
lage  sOid  fortitude.  The  duke  de  la  Feuillade  having 
finished  the  lines  of  circumvallation  and  contravallation, 
sent  his  quartermaster  general  with  a  trumpet,  to  offer 
passports  and  a  guard  for  the  removal  of  the  dutchess  and 
her  children.  The  duke  of  Savoy  replied,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  remove  his  iamily,  and  that  the  mareschal  might 
be^n  to  execute  his  master's  orders  whenever  he  should 
think  fit,  but,  when  the  siege  began  with  uncommon  fury, 
and  the  French  fired  redhot  balls  into  the  place,  the  two 
dutchesses,  with  the  young  prince  and  princesses,  quitted 
Turin,  and  retired  to  Quierasco,  from  whence  they  were 
conducted  through  many  dangers  into  the  territories  of 
Genoa.  The  duke  himself  forsook  his  capital,  in  order  to 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry ;  and  was  pursued 
from  place  to  place  by  five-and-forty  squadrons,  under  the 
command  of  the  count  d' Aubeterre.  Notwithstanding  the 
very  noble  defence  which  was  made  by  the  garrison  of 
Turin,  which  destroyed  fourteen  thousand  of  the  enemy 
during  the  course  of  the  siege,  the  defences  were  almobt 
ruined,  their  ammunition  began  to  fail,  and  they  had  no 
prospect  of  relii^f  but  from  prince  Eugene,  who  had  num- 
beriess  difficulties  to  encounter  before  he  could  march  to 
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their  aBsistance.  The  duke  de  Vendome,  before  he  left  Italy, 
had  secured  all  the  fords  of  the  Adige,  the  Miucio,  and  the 
Oglio,  and  formed  such  lines  and  intrenchments  av  he  ima- 
gined would  effectually  hinder  the  Imperial  generdil  from  arri- 
ving in  time  to  relieve  the  city  of  Turin*  But  the  prince 
surmounted  all  opposition ;  passed  four  great  rivers  in  despite 
of  the  enemy ;  and  reached  the  neighbourhood  of  Tuiin 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  August.  There  being  jcnned  by 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  he  passed  the  Po  between  Montcalier 
and  Cavignan.  On  the  fifth  day  of  September  they  took 
a  convoy  of  eight  hundred  loaded  mules :  next  day  they 
passed  the  Dorin,  and  encamped  with  the  rig^t  on  the  bank 
of  that  river  before  Pienessa,  and  the  left  on  Stura  before 
the  Veneria.  The  enemy  were  intrenched,  having  the 
Stura  on  their  right,  the  Doria  on  their  left,  and  the  con- 
vent of  capuchins,  called  Noter  Dame  de  la  Campagne,  in 
their  centre*  When  prince  Eugene  approached  Turin,  the 
duke  of  Orleans  proposed  to  march  out  of  the  intrench- 
ments, and  give  him  battle ;  and  this  proposal  was  second- 
ed by  all  the  general  officers,  except  Marsin,  who,  finding 
the  duke  determined,  produced  an  order  from  the  French 
king  commanding  the  duke  to  follow  the  hiareschal's  advice* 
The  court  of  Versailles  was  now  become  afraid  of  hazarding 
an  engagement  against  those  who  had  so  often  defeated 
their  armies ;  and  this  officer  had  private  instructions  to 
keep  within  the  trenches*  On  the  seventh  day  of  Septem* 
ber  the  confederates  marched  up  to  the  intrenchments  of 
the  French,  in  eight  columns,  through  a  terrible  iire  from 
forty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  were  formed  in  order  of  battle 
within  half  cannon  shot  of  the  enemy*  Then  they  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack  with  surprising  resolution,  and  met 
with  such  a  warm  reception  as  seemed  to  stop  their  pro- 
gress* Prince  Eugene  perceiving  this  check,  drew  his 
sword,  and  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  battalions  on 
the  left,  forced  the  intrenchments  at  the  first  charge*  The 
duke  of  Savoy  met  with  the  same  success  in  the  centre, 
and  on  the  rtglit  near  Lucengo*  The  horse  advanced 
through  the  intervals  of  the  foot,  left  for  that  purpose ;  and 
breaking  in  with  vast  impetuosity,  completed  the  confusion 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  defeated  on  all  hands,  and  retired 
with  precipitution  to  the  other  side  of  the  Po,  while  the  ' 
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dttke  ot  Smtoy  entered  his  capital  in  triamph.  Tke  duke 
of  :Orlean8  exhibited  repeated  proofs  of  die  most  intrepid 
courage ;  and  received  aevend  wounds  in  die  engagement* 
Mweschal  de  Marstn  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victbrs,  his 
diigh  being  afasttered  with  a  ball,  and  died  in  a' few  hours 
after  the  amputation.  Of  the  French  army  about  five 
diottsand  men  were  slain  on  the  field  of  battle :  a  great 
number  of  oftcers,  and  upivards  of  sevte  thousand  men 
were  taken,  together  with  two  hundred  and  fifty*  iiye  pieces 
of  cannon,  one  hundred  and  eighty  mortars,  an  incredible 
quantity  of  ammunition,  all  the  tents  and  baggage,  five 
thousand  beasts  of  burden,  ten  thousand  horses  belonging 
to  thirteen  negfments  of  dragoons,  and  the  mules  of  the 
commissary  general,  so  richly  laden,  that  this  part  of  the 
booty  alone  was  valued  at  three  millions  of  Hvres*  Thie 
loss  of  the  confederates  did  not  exceed  three  thousand  men 
killed  or  disabled  in  die  action,  besides  about  die  same 
number  at  the  garrison  of  Turin,  which  had  fallen  since 
the  beginning  of  the  siege*  This  was  such  u  fatal  stroke 
to  .the  interest  of  Lewis,  that  madame  de  Maintenon  would 
not  venture  to  make  him  fully  acquainted  widi  ;the  state  of 
his  affairs.  He  was  told'  that  the  duke  of  Orleans  had 
raised  the  siege  of  Turin  s^t  the  approach  of  prince  Eu- 
gene $  but  he  Icnew  not  that  his  own  army  ^ais  defeated 
and  ruined*  The  spirits  of  the  French  were  a  litde  com- 
fiscted  in  consequence  of  an  advantage  gained  about  this 
time,  by  the  count  de  Medavigrancey,  who  commanded  a 
body  of  troops  left  in  the  Md^tuan  territories*  He  suf* 
prised  the  prince  of  Hesse  in  die  neighbourhd6d  of  Casti* 
glione,  and  obliged  him  to  retire  to  the  Adige,  with  the 
loss  of  two  thousand  men:  but  this  victory  was  attended 
with  no  consequence  in  their  fevour*  The  duke  of  Or- 
leans retreated  into  Dauphini,  while  the  French  garrisons 
were  driven  out  of  every  place  they  occupied  in  Piedmont 
and  Italy,  except  Cretntoa,  Valenta,  and  the  casde  of 
Milan,  which  were  blocked  up  by  the  confederates* 

$  IVk  Oiver  and  above  diese  disasters  which  the  French 
sustained  in  the  course  cS  this  campaign,  they  were  miserably^' 
alarmed  by  the  project  of  an  invasion  from  Britain,  formed 
by  the  marquis  de  Guiscard)  who,  actuated  by  a  family  dts^ 
^ust,  had  abandoned  his  country,  and  become  a  partisan  of 
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thfi  cottfederateSif  He-  was  deolared  a  lieatttnaot  general  m 
the  emperor's  army^  and  ca«ne  over  to  London,  after  lunrifig 
settled  a  correspomleiice  with  Ibemalconeents.m  tke  sonthcm 
parts  of  Frsmce.  He  insinuated  himself  into  the  friendship 
of  Henr^  St.  John,  secretary  of  war,  and  oirfier  persons  of 
distinction.  His  scheme  of  invading  France  Wis  approved 
by  the  British  ministry,  and  he  was  promoted  to  die  coaa- 
mand  of  a  reg^ent  ^f  dragoons  destined  for  that  service. 
About  eleven  thousand  men  were  embarked  under  tlie 
conduct  of  earl  Rivers,  with  a  large  train  of  aitillery  ;  and 
the  combined  squadrons,  commanded  by  sir  Cloiidedey 
Shovel,  set  ;iail  from  Plymouth  on  the  thtrtectttii  day  mi 
August.  Next  day  they  were  forced  mto  Torbay  by  con^ 
trary  winds,  and  there  they  held  a  council  of  war  to  concert 
their  operations,  when  they  discovered  thatGuiscard's  pbm 
was  altogether  chimerical,  or  at  least  founded  upon  smcIi 
sHgfht  assurances  and  conjectures,  as  could  not  justify  their 
proceeding  to  execution.  An  express  was  insmediatdy 
despatched  to  the  admiraltjs  with  the  result  of  this  council; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  letters  arrived  at  court  *from  the  earl 
of  Galway,  afttsr  his  retreat  from  Madrid  to  Valenoia, 
soliciting  succours  with  the  most  earnest  entreaties.  The 
expedition  to  France  was  immediately  postponed,  and  sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel  was  ordered  to  make  die  best  of  his  wnj 
for  Lisbon,  there  to  take  such  measures  as  die  state  of  the 
war  in  Spain  should  render  necessary.  Guiseaid  and  hit 
officers  being  set  on  shore,  the  fleet  sailed  with  the  first 
fair  wind,  and  towards  die  latter  end  of  October  arrived  at 
Lisbon.  Ol>  the  twenty-etghih  day  of  the  next  month  the 
king  of  Portugal  died,  and  his  eldest  son  and  successor 
being  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  even  more  than  his 
father  influenced  by  a  ministry  which  had  private  con* 
nexions  with  the  court  of  Versailles.  Nevertheless,  sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel  and  earl  Rivers  being  pressed  by  letters 
from,  king  Charles  and  the  earl  of  Galway,  sailed  to  their 
assistance  in  the  beginning  of  January ;  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  arrived  at  Alicant,  from  whence  the  eari  of  Rivers 
pf'oceeded  by  land  to  Valencia;  in  order  to  assist  at  a 
general  council  of  war.  -  The  operations  of  the  ensuing 
campaign   being  concerted,   and  the  army  joined  by  the 
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fisMci  EttglMid,   €«vl  Rivers,  dttlikisg   the 
cottDtiry*;  icUitj^d  with  the  adaund  to  Lisbon. 

.  $r  •  V»  Pohnd  wm  at  kngth  delivered  firom  the  presence 
dEihe  king  nf  Sweden^  who  in  the  begimitng  of  September 
mddfiily  ninrehed  ilHroiigh  Lusatia  into  Saxony ;  and  in  a 
littk-  time /laid  that  whole  ekctonto.  under  contribution* 
Auguattta  hoing  thus  cut  aS  from  all  resource,  resolved  tio 
•hlaitti  peace  jm>tbe  Swede's  own  terms,  and  engaged  in  a 
aecrtt  teeaiy  for  thia.ptfrposc*  In  the  mean  time  the  Potea 
and  Mttacovitcs  attacked  the  Swedish  forces  at  Kalish  in 
Great  Roland  }.  and  by  dint  of  numbers  routed  them  with 
gteat  slaughter.  Notwithstanding  this  event,  Augustus 
vattificd  the  tceaty,  bywUdi  he  acknowledged  Stanislaus  as 
One  aaMl  rightfiii  king  of  Poland,  reserving  to  himself  no 
asore  than  the  empty  title  of  sovereign.  The  confederates 
were  not  a  Ktde  akrmed  to  find  Charles  in  the  heart  of 
Germany,  and  the  French  court  did  not  £sil  to  court  his 
attianoe  $  but  he  eontimaed  on  the  reserve  against  all  their 
adicttationi.  Then  they  implored  his  mediaticw  ibr  a 
peace  i  and  he  anaw^ed,  that  he  would  interpose  his  good 
ofiBes,  as  soon/asheahould  know  they  would  be  agreeable 
to  the  powe»  engaged,  in  the  grand  alliance. 

§  VI.  The  |xide  of  Lewis  was  now  humbled  to  such 
a  degree  as  might  have  excited  the  compassion  of  his 
enemies.  He  employed  the  elector  of  Bavaria  to  write 
letters  in  his  name  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the 
deputies  of  die  states  general,  containing  pro]>osals  for 
opening  a  congress.  He  had  already  umpered  with  the 
Dutch,  in  a  memorial  presented  by  the  marquis  d'Alegre. 
He  likewise  besought  the  pope  to  interpose  in  his  behalf. 
He  offered  to  cede  either  Spain  and  the  West  Indies,  or 
Milan,  .Naples,  and  Sicily  to  king  Charles ;  to  give  up  a 
barrier  fpr  the  Dutch  in  the  Nedierlands;  and  to  indem« 
nify  Ar  duke  of  Savoy  for  the  ravages  that  had  been  com- 
mitted in  his  dominions.  Though  his  real  aim  was  peace, 
yet  he  did  not  despair  of  being  able  to  excite  such  jealouues 
among  the  confederates  as  might  shake  the  ba&is  of  their 
union.  His  hope  was  not  altogether  disappointed,  l^he 
comrt  of  Vienna  was  so  much  alarmed  at  the  offers  he  had 
made,  and  the  reports  circulated  by  his  emissaries,  that  the 
emperor  resolved  to  make  himself  master  of  Napks  before: 
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the  allies  should  have  it  in  Atur  pdmrcrto  dose  with  the 
proposals  of  France*  This  was  the  true  motive  of  hit  coo^ 
eluding  a  treaty  with  Lewis  in  the  succeeding  winter,  by 
which  the  Milanese  was  entirely  evacuated,  ^nd  the  Freadk 
king  at  liberty  to  employ  those  troops  in  making  Btrong 
cfibrts  against  the  confederates  in  Spain  and  die  .Nedieivi ' 
lands.  The;  Dutch  were  intoxicated  with  subeeaa,  and 
their  pensionary,  Heinsius,  entirdy  influenced  by  the  duke 
of  Marlborough,  who  found  his  accoiapt  in  the  continuaneo 
of  the  war,  which  at  once  gratified  his  avarice  and  ambi- 
tion ;  for  all  his  great  qualities  were  efcseored  by  the  sordid 
passion  of  accumulating  wealth*.  During  the  whble  war 
the  allies  never  had  such  an  Q|>poituatty  as  they  now  en-i 
joyed  to  bridle  the  power  of  France)effectuaUy,  and  aecuns 
the  liberties  of  the  empire ;  and  indeed,  if  their  real  design 
was  to  establish  an  equal  bsdance  -between  the  houses  of 
Austria  and  Bourbon,  it  could  not  have  been  better  eifected 
than  by  dividing  the  Spanish  monarchy  between  these  two 
potentates*  The  accession  of  Spain,  with  all  its  appendages,* 
to  either,  would  have  destroyed  the  equilibrium  which  the 
allies  proposed  to  establish^  But  other  motives  contributed 
to  a  continuation  of  the  war*  The  powers  of  the  con* 
federacy  were  fired  with  the  ambition  of  making  conquests ; 
and  England  in  particular  thought  herself  entitled  to  an 
jndemnifi(;ation  for  the  immense  sums  she  had  expended* 
Animated  by  these  concurring  considerations,  queen  Anne 
and  the  states  general  rejected  the  o&rs  of  France ;  and 
declared,  that  they  would  not  enter  into  any  negotiation 
for  peace,  except  in  concert  with  their  aMies* 

$  VII*  The  tories  of  England  began  to  meditate 
schemes  of  opposition  against  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
They  looked  upon  him  as  a  selfish  nobleman,  who  sacrificed 
t^e  interest  of  the  nation,  in  protracting  a  ruinous  war  for 
his  own  private  advantage*  They  saw  their  country  op- 
pressed with  an  increasing  load  of  taxes,  which  they  a]^re* 
hended  would  in  a  little  time  become  an  intolerable  burden ; 
and  they  did  not  doubt  but  at  this  period  such  terms  might 
be  obtained  as  would  fully  answer  the  great  purpose  of  the 
confederacy*  This,  indeed,  was  the  prevailing  opinion 
among  all  the  sensible  people  of  the  nation  who  were  not 
particularly  interested  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  either 
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by  being  coMiectad  with  tWe  general,  or  in  some  shape  em- 
ployed in  the  managenkent  of  the  finances*  The  tories 
were  likinriae  inslifatied  by  a  paity  spirit  against  Marlbo- 
roof^,  who,  by  means  of  bis  wife,  was  in  fnll  possession  of 
the  queeB?s  confidence,  and  openly  patronized  the  whig 
factiom  But  the  attention  of  pcpple  in  general  was  now 
tamed  opon  the  Scottish  parliament,  which  took  into  con- 
sideration die  treaty  .of  union  lately  concluded  between  the 
commiaaioners  of  both  kingdoms.  On  the  third  day  of 
October,  the  duke  of'Qtseensberry,  as  high  commissioner, 
produced  the  queen's  letter,  in  whidi  she  expressed  her 
b<^,  that  the  terms  of  the  trea^  would  be  acceptable  to 
her  parliament  of  Scotland*  She  said,  an  entire  and  per- 
fect union  wonld  be  the  soKd  foundation  of  a  lasting  peace ; 
it  would  secure  their  religion,  libevty,  and  proper^,  re* 
move  the  animosity  that  prevailed  among  themselves,  and 
the  jealousies  that  subsisted  between  die  two  nations :  it 
would  increase  their  strength,  riches,  and  commerce :  the 
whole  island  would  be  joined  in  affection,  and  free  from 
all  apprehensions  of  different  interests ;  it  would  be  enabled 
to  resist  all  its  enemies,  support  the  protestant  interest 
every  where,  and  maintain  the  liberties  of  Europe.  She 
renewed  her  assurance  of  maintaining  the  goveVnment  of 
their  chorch ;  and  told  them,  that  now  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  such  steps  as  might  be  necessary  for  its 
security  after  the  union*  She  demanded  the  necessary 
supplies*  She  observed,  that  the  great  success  with  which 
God  Almighty  had  blessed  her  arms  afforded  the  nearer 
prospect  of  a  happy  peace,  with  which  they  would  enjoy 
the  full  advantages  of  this  union :  that  they  had  no  reason 
to  doubt  but  the  paiiianient  of  England  would  do  all  that 
should  be  necessary  on  their  part  to  confirm  the  union : 
finally,  she  recommended  calmness  and  unanimity  in  de- 
liberating on  this  great  and  weighty  affair,  of  such  con- 
sequence to  the  whole  island  of  Great  Britain. 

^  VIII.  Hitherto  the  articles  of  the  union  had  been 
industrioBsly  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the  people  : 
but  the  treaty  being  recited  in  parliament,  and  the  particu- 
lars divulged,  such  a  flame  was  kindled  through  the  whole 
nation,  as  had  not  appeared  since  the  restoration*  The 
cavaliers  or  Jacobites  had  always  foreseen  that  this  union 
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would  extinguish  aH  their  hopes  of  a  reroltttiofi  in  favoor 
oS  a  pretender*  The  nohilttjr  found  themselTes  degraded 
in  point  of  dignity  and  influence,  by  being  excluded  front 
their  seats  in  parliament.  The  trading  part  of  the  nation 
beheld  their  commerce  saddled  with  heavy  datiea  and 
restrictions,  and  considered  the  privilege  of  trading  to  tht 
English  plantations  as  a  precarious  and  uncertain  piespect 
of  iid vantage.  The  barons,  or  gentlemen,  were  exasperated 
at  a  coalition,  by  which  their  parliament  was  annihilated, 
and  their  creAit  destroyed.  The  people  in  general  ex* 
claimed,  that  the  dignity  of  their  crown  was  betrayed ;  drat 
the  independency  of  their  nation  had  falkn  a  sacrifice  to 
treachery  and  corruption ;  that  Whatever  conditions  mi^t 
be  speciously  offered,  they  could  not  expect  they  would  be 
observed  by  a  parliament  in  which  the  English  had  such  a 
majority.  They  exaggerated  the  dangers  to  which  the 
'  constitution  of  their  church  would  be  exposed  from  a  bench  . 
of  bishops,  and  a  parliament  of  episcopalians.  This  con<> 
sideration  alarmed  the  presbyterian  ministers  to  such  a 
degree,  that  they  employed  all  dieir  power  and  credit  in 
waking  the  resentment  of  their  hearers  against  the  treaty, 
which  produced  an  universal  ferment  among  all  ranks  of 
people.  Even  the  most  rigid  puritans  joined  the  cavaliers 
in  expressing  their  detestation  of  the  union ;  and,  laying 
aside  their  mutual  animosities,  promised  to  cooperate  in 
opposing  a  measure  so  ignominious  and  prejudicial  to  their 
country.  In  parliament  the  opposition  was  headed  by  the 
dukes  of  Hamilton  and  Athol,  and  the  marquis  of  Annan- 
dale.  The  first  of  these  noblemen  had  wavered  so  much 
in  his  conduct,  that  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  his  real  polit- 
ical principles.  He  was  generally  supposed  to  favour  the 
claim  of  the  pretender;  but  he  was  afraid  of  embarking 
too  far  in  his  cause,  and  avoided  violent  measures  in  the 
discussion  of  this  treaty,  lest  he  should  incur  the  resent* 
ment  of  the  English  parliament,  and  forfeit  the  estate  he 
possessed  in  that  kingdom.  Athol  was  more  forward  in 
his  professions  of  attachment  to  the  court  of  St.  Germatns ; 
but  he  had  less  ability,  and  his  zeal  was  supposed  to  have 
been  inflamed  by  resentment  against  the  ministry.  The 
debates  upon  the  different  articles  of  the  treaty  were  carried 
on  with  great  heat  and  vivacity ;  and  many  shrewd  argu- 
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metits  were  used  against  thla  scheme  of  an  ipcotfmxttmg 
iiQion.  One  member  affirmed,  that  it  would  furnish  a 
handle  to  any  aspiring  prince  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of 
all  ftitatn ;  for  if  the  parliament  of  Scotland  could  alter^ 
or  rather  subvert  its  constitution,  this  circumstance  might 
be  a  precedoit  for  the  parliament  of  Great  Briuin  to  aa-> 
same  the  same  power :  that  the  representatives  for  Scot<» 
land  would,  from  their  poverty,  depend  upon  thoae  who 
poeseased  the  means  of  corruption :  and  having  expressed 
so  litde  concern  for  the  support  of  their  own  constitution, 
would  pay  very  little  regard  to  that  of  any  other.  "  What  1 
^  (said  the  duke  of  •Hamilton)  shall  we  in  half  an  hour 
''*'  g^ve  up  what  our  forefathers  maintained  with  their  Uvea 
**"  and  fortunes  for  many  ages  i  Are  here  none  of  die  de- 
^^  scendents  of  those  worthy  patriots,  who  defended  the 
**'  liberty  of  their  country  against  all  invaders ;  who  as** 
*'*'  sisted  the  great  king  Robert  Bruce  to  restore  the  conatii 
^  tution  and  revenge  the  falsehood  of  England,  and  tha 
''^  usurpaticm  of  Baliol  ?  Where  are  the  Douglases  and 
^^  Campbells  i  Where  are  the  peers,  where  are  the  barons, 
*^  once  the  bulwark  of  the  nation  ^  Shall  we  yield  up  the 
^^  sovereignty  and  independency  of  our  country,  when  we 
*'*'  are  commanded  by  those  we  represent  to  preserve  the 
*'*'  same,  ^d  assured  of  their  assistance  to  support  us  V* 
The  duke  of  Athol  protested  against  an  incorporating 
union,  as  contrary  to  the  honour,  interest,  fundamental 
laws,  and  constitution  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  the 
birthright  of  the  peers,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
barons  and  boroughs,  and  to  the  claim  of  right,  propt^rty, 
and  liberty  of  the  subjects.  To  this  protest  nineteen  peers 
and  forty-six  commoners  adhered.  The  earl  mareschal 
entered  a  protest,  importing,  that  no  person  being  successor 
lo  the  crown  of  England  should  inherit  that  of  Scotland, 
without  such  previous  limitations  as  might  secure  the 
honour  :md  sovereignty  of  the  Scottish  crown  and  kiag<» 
dom,  the  frequency  and  power  of  parliament,  the  religion, 
liberty,  and  trad^oF  the  nation,  from  English  or  any. for* 
cign  influence.  Me  was  seconded  by  six-and-lorty  mesrv? 
ber^  With  regard  to  the  third  article  of  the  union,  stipMt 
lating,  that  both  kingdoms  should  be  represented  by  one 
<Mid  the  saine  paiUam;cnt,  the  cotiatry  party  obiaiecured,  itki^ 
Vol.  II.  C 
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by  aiieatuig  to  this  expedient^  they  did  in  effect  sink  thekr 
own  constitution,  whik  that  of  Eng^d  underwent  no  alter* 
ation :  that  in  all  nations  there  are  fundamentals,  wUch  na 
power,  whatever,  can  alter :  that  the  rights  and  privilegcsa 
of  parliament  being  one  of  these  fundamentals  among  the 
Scots,  no  parliament,  or  any  other  power,  could  ever  legallfr 
prohibit  the  meeting  of  pariiaments,  or  deprive  any  of  the 
Ih^e  estates  of  its  right  of  sitting  or  yotkig  in  parliament^ 
0r  give  up  the  rights  and  jurivileges  of  paiiiamenti  but 
that  by  this  treaty  the  parliament  of  Scotland  was  entirel^r 
abrogajted,  its  righu  and  privileges  sacrificaed,  and  diose  of 
Ae  English  parliament  substituted  in  their  place*  They 
argued,  that  though  the  legislative  power  in  paiiiaflaent  was 
regulated  and  determined  by  a  majority  of  voices ;  yet  die 
giving  up  the  constitution  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  nation,  was  not  subject  to  suffrage,  being  founded  ois 
dominion  and  property ;  and  therefore  could- not  be  legally 
surrendered  withojit  the  consent  of  every  person  who  had  a 
tight  to  elect  and  be  ^presented  in  parliament.  They 
affirmed  that  the  obligation  laid  on  the  Scottish  members 
to  reside  so  long  in  London,  in  attendance  on  the  British 
parliament,  would  drain  Scotlaipd  of  all  its  money,  impov- 
erish the  members,  and  subject  them  to  the  temptation  of 
being  corrupted*  Another  protest  was  entered  by  the 
marquis  of  Annandale  against  an  incorporating  union,  as 
being  odious  to  the  people,  sdiversive  of  the  eonstitutioo, 
sovereignty,  and  claim  of  right,  and  threatening  ruin  to  the 
church  as  by  law  established*  Fifty-two  members  joined 
in  this  protestation.  Almost  every  article  produced  the 
^ost  inflammatory  disputes.  The  lord  Belhaven  enume^ 
irated  the  mischiefs  which  would  attend  the  unicm,  in  a 

i pathetic  speech,  that  drew  tears  from  the  audience,  and  it 
s  at  this  day  looked  upon  as  a  prophecy  by  great  part  of 
the  Qcpttisb  nation.  Addresses  against  the  treaty  were 
•resented  to  parliament  by  the  convention  of  boroughs,  the 
commissioners  of  the  general  assembly,  the  company  trading 
to  Africa  and  the  Indies,  as  well  as  frquk  several  shires, 
Stewartries,  b9rough8,  towns,  and  parishes,  in  all  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  kingdom,  without  distinction  of  whig  or 
f^Wj  episcopalian  or  presbyterian.  The  y^2trl  of  Buchan 
Ant  the  peers,  Lockhart  of  Camwarth  for  the  barons,  sir 
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Walter  fiknirt  in  brii«l£  of  the  pdtrit  banrn^  «id  %OfMghf« 
the  eerb  xxf  Eirol  and  Maiiachal  for  themtelvett  as  bigli 
conataUe  and  earl  nunriuil  of  the  ktagdooB,  protested 
severadlf  agafiist  the  treaity  of  the  union* 

§  IX*  While  this  opfoaition  raged  within  doorSf  tha 
resentment  of  the  pecfrfe  rose  to  transports  of  fury  and 
revenge.  The  iftone  rigid  presbyterians^  known  1^  the 
name  of  CameroniansY  choe^  officers,  Cormed  dienselyea 
into  regMsenls,  provided  horses^  arms,  and  adunnnitioiiy  and 
marching  to  Dumfries,  burned  the  articles  of  the  union  at 
die  masfciet  cvom,  jnttifyiog  their  conduct  in  a  public  de* 
daration*  They  made  a  tender  of  their  attachment  to 
dofce  Hnsullon,  fnmi  whom  they  reeeived  encooragemeiit 
in  secret.  They  reconciled  themselves  to  the  epis^opaliaas 
and  the  cavaliers :  they  resolved  to  take  the  route  to  Edtn*- 
horgh,  and  dissolve  iKe  padtament:  while  the  duke  of 
Atfaol  undertook  to  aacure  the  pass  of  Stirling  with  his 
Highlanders,  so  as  to  open  the  communication  between  the 
western  and  northern  pans  of  the  kingdom*  Seven  or  eig^ 
thousand  men  were  actually  ready  to  appear  in  arms  at  the 
town  of  Haanlton,  and  march  directly  to  Edinbut^gh^uader 
the  duke's  command,  when  that  nobleman  altered  his  opif 
aion,  and  despfttched  private  couriers  through  the  whoio 
coontty,  requiring  the  peopk  to  defer  their  meeting  till 
l^utber  directioiM.  The  moxt  sanguine  cavaliers  accused 
hia  grace  of  treachery ;  but  in  all  likelihood  he  was  actuated 
by  prudential  motives*  He  alleged,  in  his  own  excuse, 
that  the  nation  was  not  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  such  an 
enterprise,  espectally  as  the  English  had  already  detached 
troops  to  the  border,  and  might  in  a  few  days  have  wafted 
over  a  considerable  reinforcement  from  Holland.  Durhif 
this  oonmiotion  among  the  cameronians,  the  cities  of  Edin^ 
burgh  and  Glasgow  were  filled  with  tumults.  Sir  Patrick 
Johnston,  the  provost  of  Ediidyurgh,  who  had  been  one  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  union,  was  besieged  in  his  own' 
house  by  the  p(Q>ulace,  and  would  have  been  torn  in  piecea^ 
had  not  the  guards  dispersed  the  multitude.  The  privy 
Qooncil  issued  a  proclamation  against  riots,  commandipg  all 
persona  to  retire  from  the  streets  whenever  the  drumahbuld. 
beat ;  ordering  the  guards  to  fire  upon  those  who  should 
disobcf  this  comaoMmd,  and  indemnifying  them  from  all  prei- 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


2^  HISTORY  OF 'ENGLAND.  170^. 

secution  for  nmming  or  skying  theliftges.  These  guards 
were  placed  all  round  the  house  in  which  the  peers  and 
commons  were  assembled,  and  the  council  received  the 
thanks  of  the  parliament,  for  having,  thus  provided  for  their 
safety.  Notwithstanding  these  pvecautions  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  commissioner  was  constantly  saluted  with  the 
turses  and  imprecations  of  the  people. as  he  passed  along; 
his  guards-  were  pelted,  and  some  of  Jiiis  attendants  wounded 
with  stones  as  they  sat  by  him  in  the  coach^  so  that  he  was 
obliged  to  pass  through  the  streets  on  full  gallop* 

§  Xm  Against  all  the  national  fury,  the  dukes  of  Queens- 
berry  and  Argyle,  the  csu-ls  of  Montrose,  Seafield,  and  Stair, 
tmd  the  other  noblemen  attached  to  the  'uoicm,  -aeDttd  with 
equal  prudence  and  resolution*  They  argued  stpentiously 
against  the  objections  that  were  started  in  the  house*  They 
magnified  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  the  kingdom 
from  the  privileges  of  trading  to  the  English  plantations, 
and  being  protected  in  their  commerce  by  a  powerful  navy; 
as  well  as  from  the  exclusion  of  a  popish  pretender^  who 
they  knew  was  odious  to  the  nation  in  general*  They 
fisHjnd  means,  partly  by  their  pvomises,  and  partly  by  cor*^ 
ruption,  -to  bring  over  the  earls « of  Ro^dmrgh  and  March* 
mont,  with'the  whole  squadron  who  had  hitherto  been,  un- 
propitious. to  the  court*  They  disarmed  the  resehtmenit  of 
thfe  clergy,. by  promoting  an  act  to  be  inserted  in  the. union, 
declaring  the  presby  terian  discipline  to  be  the  only  govemr 
joent  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  unalterable. in  all  succeed- 
ing times,  and  a  fundamental  article  of  the « treaty*  They 
«oothed  the.  African  company  with  the  prospect  of  being 
indemnified  for  the  losses  they  had  sustained*  Tbey 
mnused  individuals  with  the  hope  of  sharing  the  rest  of  the 
equivalent*  They  employed  emissaries  to  allay  the  ferment 
4Un'ong  the  cameroniansy  and  disunite  theio  from,  the  cava* 
Iters,  by  canting,  praying,  and  demonstrating  .the  absurdity, 
sinfulness,  and  danger  of.  such  a  coalition*  These  remon- 
.strances  were  reinforced  by  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  which  the  queen  privately  lent  to  the  Scottish,  trea- 
sury, and  which  was  now  .distributed  by  the  ministry  in 
'such  a  manner  as  might  best  conduce  to  the  success  of  the 
treaty*  By  these  practices  they  diminishp^d,  though  they 
■cov^d  not  silence  the  clamour  of  the  people,  and  obtained  a 
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considenMe  majority  in  partsameat,  wMch  outvoted  all 
bppoeiuon*  Not  but  that  the  duke  of  Queeasbeny  at  one 
time  despaired  of  succeeding,  and  being  in  continual  appre- 
hension for  his  Kfe,  expressed  a  desire  of  adjourning  the 
parliament,  until  by  time  and  good  management  he  should 
be  able  to  remove  those  difficulties  that  then  seemed  to  be 
insurmouDtabk.  But  the  lord  treasurer  Godolphin,  who 
foresaw  that  the  measure  would  be  entirely  lost  by  delay^ 
and  was  bo  judge  of  the  difficulties,  insisted  upon  his  pro- 
ceeding* It  was  at  this  period  that  he  remitted  the  money, 
and  gave  directions  for  having  forces  ready  at  a  call,  both 
in  England  and  Ireland.  At  length  the  Scottish  parliament 
approved  and  ratified  all  the  articles  of  the  uniina,  with  some 
soudl  variation.  They  then  prepared  an  act  for  regulating 
the  election  of  the  sixteen  peers,  and  fortyfive  commoners 
to  represmt  Scotland  in  the  British  parliament.  This  bt:- 
ing  touched  with  the  sceptre,  the  three  estates  proceeded 
to  elect  their  rofM-esentatives.  The  remaining  part  of  the 
sessioD  was  eo^loyed  in  making  regulations  concerning  the 
coin,  in  examining  the  accounts*  of  their  African  company, 
and  providing  for  the  due  application  of  the  equivalent,  which 
was  scandalously  misapplied.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March  the  commissioner  adjourned  the  parliament,  after 
having)  in  a  short  speech,  taken  notice  of  the  honour  they 
had  acquired  in  concluding  an  affair  of  such  importance  to 
their  country.  Having  thus  accomplished  the  great  purpose 
of  the  court,  he  set  out  for  London,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  he  was  met  by  above  forty  noblemen  in  their 
coaches,  and  about  four  hundred  gentlemen  on  horsebacks 
Next  day  he  waited  upon  the  queen  at  Kensington,  from 
whom  be  met  with  a  very  gracious  reception.  Perhaps 
there  is  not  another  instance  upon  record,  of  a  ministry's 
having  carried  a  point  of  this  importance  against  such  a 
violent  torrent  of  opposition,  and  contrary  to  the  general 
sense  and  inclination  of  a  whole  exasperated  people.  The 
Scots  were  persuaded  that  their  trade  should  b«  destroyed, 
their  nation  oppressed,  and  their  country  ruined,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  union  with  England  ;  and  indeed  their  opinion 
was  supportedby  very  plausible  arguments.  The  majority 
of  both  nations  believed  that  the  treaty  would  produce  vio- 
lent convulsions,  or,  at  best,  prove   ineffectual.     But  we 
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now  see  it  has  been  attended  with  none  of  the  cfdamities 
that  were  prognosticated ;  that  it  quietly  took  effect^  and 
fully  answered  all  the  purposes  for  whidi  it  was  intended. 
Hence  we  may  learn,  that  many  great  difliculties  are  mr« 
inountedt  because  they  are  not  seen  by  those  who  direct  the 
execution  of  any  great  project ;  and  that  many  scfaiemes^ 
which  theory  deems  impracticable,  will  yet  succeed  in  the 
experiment. 

^  XL  The  English  parliament  assembling  on  the  third  day 
of  December,  the  queen,  in  her  speech  to  both  houses,  con- 
gratulated them  on  the  glorious  successes  of  her  arms.  She 
desired  die  commons  would  grant  such  supplies  as  aai^u 
enable  her  to  improTe  the  advantages  of  this  saceesafiil 
campaign.  She  told  them  that  the  treaty  of  nniob,  as  con* 
eluded  by  the  commissioners  of  lx>th  kingdoms,  was  at  thsit 
time  under  the  consideration  of  the  Scottish  parliament;  and 
she  recommended  despatch  in  the  puUic  aflaira,  that  both 
friends  and  enemies  might  be  convinced  of  die  firmness  and 
vigour  of  their  proceedings.  The  parBament  was  perfectly 
well  disposed  to  comply  with  all  her  majesty's  requests. 
Warm  addresses  were  presented  by  both  houses.  Tlieii 
they  proceeded  to  the  consideradon  of  the  supply,  and  hav- 
ing examined  the  estimates  in  less  than  a  week,  voted  near 
six  millions  for  the  service  of  the  enscdng  ytur.  Neverthe- 
less, in  examining  the  accounts,  some  objections  arose. 
They  found  that  the  extraordinary  supplies  fer  the  support 
of  king  Charles  of  Spain,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  diou* 
sand  pounds  more  than  the  sums  provided  by  parliament^ 
Some  members  argued  that  very  ill  consequences  might 
ensue,  if  a  ministry  could  thus  ma  the  nation  in  debt, 
and  expect  the  parliament  should  pay  the  money.  The 
courtiers  answered,  that  if  any  thing  had  been  raised  with- 
out necessity,  or  ill  applied,  it  was  reasonable  that  those 
who  were  in  fault  should  be  punished :  but,  as  this  expense 
was  incurred  to  improve  advantages,  at  a  time  when  the 
occasion  could  not  be  communicated  to  parliament,  the 
ministry  was  rather  to  be  applauded  for  their  zeal,  than 
condemned  for  their  liberality.  Thci  question  being  put, 
the  majority  voted  that  these  sums  had  been  expended  for 
the  preservation  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  for  the  interest  of 
king  Charles  against  the  common  enemy,  and  for  the  safety 
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df  the  satton*  When  the  speaker  pretented 
the  uoiiey  bitts^  he  told  her  duit  ae  the  glorious  victory 
obtaaoed  hj  the  duke  of  Marlborough  at  RamilUes,  was 
hm^  before  k  eould  be  supposed  the  armies  were  ta  th^ 
feldy  ao  it  was  no  less  surprising  that  the  commons  had 
granted  tappHes  to  her  majeaiy  befiors  the  enemy  could  well 
know  fSkm  dM  parlittnent  was  sitting.  The  general  was 
again  honoured  with  the  thanks  of  both  houses.  The  lords 
in  an  nddrsss;,  besought  the  queen  to  settle  his  honours  on 
his  posesfiiy*  An  act  was  passed  for  this  purpose :  and  in 
pnrsnanee  of  another  addrsss  from  the  commons,  a  pension 
of  fife  thottsand  pounds  out  of  the  posiofice  was  settled 
npias  him  and  his  descendenta*  The  IcM^  and  commons, 
hairing  adjourned  diemselves  to  the  last  day  of  December, 
die  ^neen  closed  the  year  with  triumphal  processions.  Aa 
the  standards  and  colours  taken  at  Blenheim  had  been  pin- 
ced  in  Westminster  hall,  so  now  those  that  had  been 
bfoogfat  from  the  field  of  Ramilltes  were  put  up  in  Guild- 
kail,  as  trophies  of  that  victory.  About  thib  time,  the  earls 
of  Kent,  Lindsey^  and  Kingston,  were  raised  to  die  rank  of 
marquises*  The  lords  Wharton,  Paulet,  Godolphin,  and 
Cholmmideley,  were  created  earlsr  Lord  Walden,  son 
and  heir  apparent  to  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  obtmned  the  tide 
of  earl  of  Bindon :  the  lord  keeper  Cowper,  and  sir  Thomas 
Felham  were  ennobled  as  barons. 

§  XII.  The  parliament  i>eing  assembled  after  their 
short  recess,  the  earl  of  Nottingham  moved  for  an  address 
to  die  queen,  desiring  her  majesty  would  order  the  proceed^ 
ings  of  the  commissioners  for  the  union,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  Scottish  parliament  on  the  said  subject,  to  be  laid  before 
them.  He  was  seconded  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham  and 
die  earl  of  Rodiester;  and  answered  by  the  earl  of  Godol- 
phin,  who  told  them  they  needed  not  doub%,  but  that  her 
majesty  would  communicate  those  proceedings,  as  soon  as 
the  Scottish  parliament  should  have  discussed  the  subject 
of  the  union.  The  lords  Wharton,  Somers,  and  Halifax 
observed,  that  it  was  for  the  honour  of  the  nation  that  the 
treaty  of  union  should  first  come  ratified  from  the  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland ;  and  that  then,  and  not  before,  it  would 
be  n  proper  time  for  the  lords  to  take  it  into  consideration. 
On  the  twenty<>eighth  dny  of  January,  the  queen  in  person 
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told  both  houses;,  that  tiie  treaty  of  union^  with  some  kdd»» 
ttons  and  alterations,  was  ratified  by  an  act  of  the  Scottish 
parliament :  that  she  had  ordered  it  to  be  laid  before  them^ 
and  hoped  it  would  meet  with  their  concurrence  and  af>pro«> 
bation.  She.  desired  the  commons  would  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  equivalent,  in  case  the  treaty  should  be 
approved.  She  observed  to  both  houses,  that  now  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  putting  the  last  hand  to  a  happy  union 
of  the  two  kingdoms ;  and  that  she  should  look  upon  it  as 
a  particular  happiness,  if  this  ^:eat  work,  which  had  been 
so  often  attempted  without  success,  could  be  brought  to  per«- 
fection  in  her  reign*  When  the  commons  formed  them* 
selves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  deliberate 
on  the  articles  of  the  union,  and  the  Scottish  act  of  ratifica- 
tion, the  tory  party,  which  was  very  weak  in  that  assembly^ 
began  to  start  some  objections«  Sir  John  Packington  dis* 
approved  of  this  incorporating  union,  which  he  likened  to 
a  marriage  with  a  woman  against  her  consent.  He  said  it 
was  an  union  carried  on  by  corruption  and  bribery  within 
doors,  by  force  and  violence  without :  that  the  promoters 
of  it  had  basely  betrayed  their  trust,  in  giving  up  their  in* 
dependent  constitution,  and  he  would  leave  it  to  the  judg* 
ment  of  the  house,  to  consider  whether  or  no  men  of  such 
principles  were  fit  to.  be  admitted  into  their  house  of  repre* 
sentatives.  He  observed  that  her  majesty,  by  the  ooronar 
tion  oath,  was  obliged  to  maintain  tlie  church  of  £ngland 
as  by  law  established ;  and  likewise  bound  by  the  same  oath 
to  defend  the  presbytertan  kirk  of  Scotland  in  one  and  the 
same  kingdom,  iipw^  said  he,  after  this  union  is  in  force, 
who  shall  administer  this  oath  to  her  maj^ty  i  It  is  not  the 
business  of  the  Scots,  who  are  incapable  of  it,  and  no  well- 
wishers  to  the  church  of  England*  It  is  then  only  the  part 
of  the  bishops  to  doit;  and  can  it  be  supposed  that  those 
reverend  persons  will,  or  can  act  a  thing  so  contrary  to 
their  own  order  and  institution,  as  thus  to  promote  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  presbyterian  church  governnient  in  the 
united  kingdom?  He  added,  that  the  church  of  England 
being  established  jure  dtvino^  and  the 'Scots  pretending 
that  the  kirk  was  also  jure  divinoy  he  could  not  teU  how 
two  nations  that  clashed  in  so  essential  an  article  could 
unite:  he,  therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  consult  the  con- 
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Tocation  about  this  critical  point.  A  motion  was  made,  that 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  which  implies  a  peremptory 
ag^reement  to  an  incorporating  union,  should  be  postponed ; 
and  diat  the  house  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  terms  of  the  intended  anion,  contained  in  the  other  arti- 
cles. This  proposal  being  rejected,  some  tor>'  members 
quitted  the  house ;  and  alt  the  articles  were  examined  »nd 
approved  without  further  opposition.  The  whigs  were  so 
eager  in  the  prosecution  of  this  point,  that  they  proceeded 
in  a  very  superficial  manner,  and  with  such  precipitation  as 
furnished  their  enemies  with  a  plausible  pretence  to  affirm 
thatdiey  had  not  considered  the  treaty  with  the  coolness  and 
deliberation  which  an  affiiir  of  this  importance  required. 

$  XIII.  Before  the  lords  began  to  investigate  the  articles 
sf  the  uiiioa,  they,  at  the  instance  of  the  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, brought  in  a  bill  for  the  security  of  the  church'  of 
England,  to  he  inserted  as  a  fundamental  and  essential  part 
of  that  treaty.  It  passed  through  both  houses  without  op- 
position^  and  received  the  royal  assent.  On  the  fifteenth 
day  of  February,  the  debates  concerning  the  union  began 
in  the  house  of  lords,  the  queen  being  present,  and  the  bish- 
op of  Sarum  chairman  of  the  committee.  The  earls  of 
Rochester,  Anglesey,  and  Nottingham,  argued  against  the 
union,  as  did  the  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  Lord  Haver- 
sham,  in  a  premeditated  harangue,  said  the  question  was, 
whether  two  nations  independent  in  their  sovereignties,  that 
had  their  distinct  laws  and  interests,  their  different  forms 
of  worship,  church  government,  and  order,  should  be  united 
into  one  kingdom  ?  He  supposed  it  an  union  made  up  of 
so  many  mismatched  pieces^  of  such  jarring,  incongruous 
ingredients,  that  should  it  ever  take  effect,  it  would  carry 
the  necessary  consequences  of  a  standing  power  and  force, 
to  keep  tfaem  from  falling  asunder  and  breaking  in  pieces 
every  moment  He  repeated  what  had  been  said  by  lord 
Bacon,  that  an  unity  pieced  up  by  direct  admission  of  con-r 
trarieties  in  the  fundamental  points  of  it,  is  like  the  toes  of 
Nebuchadnezzar%  image,  which  were  made  of  iron  an4 
day,  they  may  cleave  together,  but  would  never  incorporate, 
He  dissented  from  the  union  for  the  sake  of  the  good  oI4 
English  constitution,  in  which  he  dreaded  some  alteration 
fiom  the  additional  weight  of  sixty-pne  Scottish  members^ 
Vol.  II.  D 
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and  these  1S^  returned  b}r  a  Scottish  privy  counciU  He 
took  notice,  that  above  one  hundred  Scottish  peers,  and  as 
may  commoners,  were  excluded  from  sitting  and  voting  in 
parliament,  though  they  had  as  much  right  of  inheritance  to 
sit  there,  as  any  English  peer  had  of  sitting  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  England.  He  expressed  his  apprehension  of  this 
precedent :  and  asked  what  security  any  peer  of  England 
had  for  his  right  and  privilege  of  peerage,  which  those  lords 
had  not.  He  said,  if  the  bishops  would  weaken  their  own 
cause,  so  far  as  to  give  up  the  two  great  points  of  episcopal 
ordination  and  confirmation  |  if  they  would  approve  anSi  ra« 
tify  the  act  for  securing  the  presbyterian  church  government 
in  Scotland,  as  the  true  protestant  religion  ilnd  purity  of 
worship ;  they  roust  give  up  that  which  had  been  contended 
for  between  them  and  the  presbj-terians  for  thirty  years^ 
and  been  defended  by  the  greatest  and  most  learned  men  in 
the  church  of  England.  He  objected  to  the  exempting  ar* 
tides,  by  which  heritable  offices  and  superiorities  were  re- 
served. He  affirmed  that  the  union  was  coatrary  to  the 
sense  of  the  Scottish  nation  :  that  the  murmurs  of  the  peo- 
ple had  been  so  loud  as  to  fill  the  whole  kingdom ;  and  io 
bold  as  to  reach  even  to  the  doors  of  the  parliament ;  that 
the  parliament  itself  had  stispended  their  beloved  clause  in 
the  act  pf  security  for  arming  the  people  :  that  the  govern- 
ment had  issued  a  proclamation  pardoning  all  slaughter, 
bloodshed,  and  maiming  committed  upon  those  who  should 
be  found  in  tumults.  From  these  circumstances  he  concludedi 
that  the  Scottish  nation  was  averse  to  an  incorporating 
union,  which  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
experiments  to  both  nations.  Lords  North  and  Grey  com- 
plamed  of  the  small  and  unequal  proportion  of  the  land  taat 
imposed  upon  Scotland.  The  earl  of  Nottingham  said  it 
was  highly  unreasonable  that  the  Scots,  who  were  by  the 
treaty  let  into  all  the  branches  of  the  English  trade,  and  paid 
so  little  towards  the  expense  of  the  government,  should 
moreover  have  such  a  round  sum  by  way  of  equivalent. 
The  same  topics  were  insisted  upon  by  the'  lords  North  and 
Grey,  Guernsey,  Granville,  Stawell,  and  Abingdon.  The 
earl  of  Nottingham,  after  having  opposed  every  article  se* 
parately,  concluded  with  words  to  this  eflFect :  "  As  sir 
^  John  ^layn^u-d  said  to  the  late  king  at  the  revolution, 
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**  that  having  buri^  all  his  contemporaries  ia  Westminster 
*^  haU,  be  waa  afraid,  if  his  majesty  had  not  come  in  that 
*^  Tery  juncture  of  time,  he  might  have  likewise  outlived 
^  the  very  laws;  so,  if  this  union  do  pass,  as  I  have  no 
*^  reason  U>  doubt  but  it  will,  I  may  justly  affirm  I  have 
'*  Ottdived  all  the  laws,  and  the  very  constitution  of  £ng- 
^  land :  I,  therefore,  pray  to  God  to  avert  the  dire  eflfects 
^  which  may  probably  ensue  from  such  an  incorporating 
"  unioa.'^ 

$  XIV*  These  arguments  and  obgectiona  were  answered 
by  the  lord  treasurer  Godolpbin,  the  earls  of  Sunderland 
aiad  Wharton„  the  lords  Townshend,  Halifax^  and  Somers, 
the  bishops  of  Oxford,  Norwich,  and  Sanim.  They  ob- 
served, that  such  an  important  measure  could  not  be  effected 
without  some  inconvenieocies :  but  that  these  ought  to  be 
borne,  in  consideradon  of  the  greatness  of  the  advantage : 
that  the  chief  dangers  to  which  the  church  was  exposed 
arose  from  France  and  popery  :  and  this  union  would  effec- 
tually secure  it  against  these  evils :  that  Scotland  lay  on  the 
weakest  side  of  England,  which  could  not  be  defended  but 
by  an  expensive  army*  Should  a  war  break  out  between 
the  two  nations,  and  Scotland  be  conquered,  yet  even  in 
that  case  it  would  be  neeessary  to  keep  it  under  with  a 
standing  army,  which  any  enterprising  prince  might  model 
for  his  ambitious  purposes,  and  joining  with  the  Scots, 
enslave  hu  English  dominion :  that  any  union  after  a  con- 
quest would  be  compulsive,  consequently  of  short  duration; 
whereas  now  it  was  voluntary  it  would  be  lasting :  that  with 
regard  to  ecclesiastical  affairs,  all  heats  and  animosities 
mig^t  be  allayed  by  soft  and  gentle  management*  The 
cantons  of  Switserland,  though  they  professed  different  re- 
ligions, were  yet  united  in  one  general  body ;  and  the  diet 
of  Germany  was  composed  of  princes  and  states,  among 
whom  three  different  persuasions  prevailed ;  so  that  two 
sorts  of  discipline  might  verv  well  subsist  under  one  legis- 
Isture*  If  there  was  any  danger  on  either  side,  it  threat- 
ened the  Scots  much  more  than  the  English,  as  five 
huadred  and  thirteen  members  could  certainly  be  too  hard 
for  forty-five ;  and  in  the  house  of  lords,  six-and-twenty 
bishops  would  always  preponderate  against  sixteen  peers 
from  Scotland.     Notwithstanding  all  the  opposition  made 
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by  the  lords  of  the  tory  intcffedt,  every  article  wa»  approved 
by  a  great  majority^  though  not  without  a  good  number  of 
protestations  I  and  a  bill  of  ratification  wa3  prepared  in  the 
lower  house  by  sir  Simon  Harcourt,  the  solicitor  general, 
in  su^h  an  artful  manner  as  to  prevent  all  debates^'*  All 
the  articles  as  they  passed  in  Scotland,  were  recited 
by  way  of  preamble,  together  with  the  acts  made  in  both 
parliaments  for  the  security  of  the  several  .churches  ;  and 
in  conclusion  there  was  one  clause,  by  which  the  whole 
was  ratified  and  enacted  into  a  law.  By  this  contrivance, 
those  who  were  desirous  of  starting  new  difficulties  found 
themselves  disabled  from  pursuing  their  design.  They 
could  not  object  to  the  recital,  which  was  barely  matter 
of  fact;  and  they  had  not  strength  sufficient  to  oppose 
the  general  enacting  clause.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
whigs  promoted  it  with  such  zeal  that  it  passed  by  a 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  before  the  others 
had  recollected  themselves  from  the  surprise  which  the 
structure  of  the  bill  had  occasioned.  It  made  its  way 
through  the  house  of  lords  with  equal  despatch ;  and,  when 
it  received  the  royal  sanction,  the  queen  expressed  the 
utmost  satisfaction.  She  said  she  did  not  doubt  but  it 
would  be  remembered  and  spoke  of  hereafter,  to  the  honour 
of  those  who  had  been  instrumental  in  bringing  it  to  such  a 
happy  conclusion.  She  desired  that  her  subjects  of  both 
kingdoms  should  from  henceforward  behave  with  all  possi- 
ble respect  and  kindness  towards  one  another,  that  so  it 
might  appear  to  all  the  world  they  had  hearts  disposed  to 
become  one  people. 

$  XV.  As  the  act  of  union  did  not  take  place  till  the 
first  of  May,*"  a  great  number  of  traders  in  both  kingdoms 
resolved  to  make  advantage  of  this  interval.  The  English 
proposed  to  export  into  Scotland  such  commodities  as  en- 
titled them  to  drawback,  with  a  view  to  bring  them  back 
after  the  first  of  May.  The  Scots,  on  the  other  l^md,  as 
their  duties  were  much  lower  than  those  in  £ngland^  in- 
tended to  import  great  quantities  of  wine,  brandy,  and  other 
merchandise,  which  they  could  sell  at  a  greater  advantage 

b  Burnet.  Boyer.  Qninoy.  Torcy.  Tindal.  Feuqoiem.  Hist  of  Europe. 
Hist,  ofthe  duke  orMftrlborougfa.  Conduct  of  the  duUhess  of  Marlborough.  Lock- 
hart  Kcr.  Friend.  Voltaire.  ♦  An.  1707. 
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in  EngUmd  after  the  union,  when  there  would  be  a  free 
intercourse  between  the  two  nations.  Some  of  the  ministera 
had  embarked  in  this  fraudulent  design,  which  alarmed  the 
merchants  of  England  to  such  a  degree^  that  they  presented 
a  remonstrance  to  the  commons*     Resolutions  were  imme- 
diately taken  in  the  house  against  these  practices,  and  a  bill 
was  prepared ;  but  the  lords  apprehending  that  it  in  some 
measure  infringed  the  articles  of  the  union,  and  that  it  might 
give  umbrage  to  the  Scottish  nation,  it  was  dropped.     The 
frauds  had  been  in  a  good  measure  prevented  by  the  pre- 
vious resolutions  of  the  house  ;  and  the  first  of  May  was 
now  at  hand  :  so  that  the  bill  was  thought  unnecessary.  On 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April  the  queen  prorogued  the 
parliament,  after  having  given  them  to  understand,  that  she 
would   continue  by  proclamation   the  lonls  and  commons  . 
already  assembled,   as  members  in  the  first  British  parlia- 
ment on  the  part  of  England,  pursuant  to  the  powers  vested 
in  her  by  the  acts  of  parliament  of  both  kingdoms,  ratifying 
the  treaty  of  union.     The  pariiament  was  accordingly  re- 
vived by  proclamation,  and  another  issued  to  convoke  the 
first  parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  the  twenty-third  day 
of  Octc»ber.     The  Scots  repaired  to  London,  where  they 
were  well  received  by  the  queen,  who  bestowed  the  title  of 
duke  on  the  earls  of  Roxburgh  and  Montrose.     She  like- 
wise granted  a  commission  for  a  new  privy  council  in  that 
kingdom,  to  be  in  fdrce  till  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
that  the  nation  might  not  be  disgusted  by  too  sudden  an 
alteration  of  outward  appearances.     The  first  of  May  was 
appointed  as  a  daiy  of  public  thanksgiving;  and  congratu- 
latory addresses  were  sent  up  from  all  parts  of  England ; 
but  the  university  of  Oxford  prepared  no  compliment ;  and 
the  Scots  were  wholly  silent  on  this  occasion. 

§  XVI*  In  the  course  of  this  session  the  commons,  in 
an  address  to  the  queen,  desired  she  would  resettle  the 
islands  of  St.  Christophers  and  Nevis  in  the  West  Indies, 
which  had  been  ravaged  by  the  enemy.  They  likewise  re- 
solved, that  an  humble  address  should  be  presented  to  her 
majesty,  praying,  she  would  concert  measures  for  suppres- 
sing a  body  of  pirates  who  had  made  a  settlement  on  the 
island  of  Madagascar,  as^  also  for  recovering  and  preserving 
the  ancient  possession,' trade,  and  fishery  in  Newfoundland. 
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The  French  refugees  likewise  delivered  a  remonstrance  to 
the  queen,  recapitulating  the  benefits  which  the  persecuted 
protesunts  in  France  had  reaped  from  the  assistance  of 
her  royal  progenitors,  acknowledging  their  own  happiness 
in  living  under  her  gentle  govemmenti  among  a  people 
by  whom  they  had  been  so  kindly  entertained  when  driven 
from  their  native  country ;  and  imploring  her  majesty's 
interposition  and  good  offices  in  favour  of  their  distressed 
and  persecuted  brethren  abroad.  She  graciously  received 
this  address,  declaring,  she  had  always  great  compassion 
for  the  unhappy  circumstances  of  the  protestants  in  France : 
that  she  would  commlinicate  her  thoughts  on  this  subject 
to  her  allies;  and  she  expressed  her  .hope  that  such  mea- 
sures might  be  taken  as  should  effectually  answer  the  intent 
of  their  petition.  In  the  month  of  May  she  granted  an 
audience  to  an  ambassador  extraordinary  from  the  czar  of 
Muscovy,  who  delivered  a  letter  from  his  master,  containing 
complaints  of  king  Augustus,  who  had  maltreated  the  Ru6« 
sian  troops  sent  to  his  assistance,  concluded  a  dishonourable 
peace  with  Charles' king  of  Sweden,  without  the  knowledge 
of  his  allies,  and  surrendered  count  Patkul,  the  Muscovite 
minister,  as  a  deserter,  to  the  Swedish  monarch,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  even  to  the  practice  of  barbarians. 
He,  therefore,  desired  her  Britannic  majesty  would  use  her 
good  offices  for  the  enlargement  of  the  count,  and  the  other 
Russian  prisoners  detained  at  Stockholm ;  and  that  she 
would  take  into  her  protection  the  remains  of  the  Russian 
auxiliaries  upon  the  Rhine,  that  they  might  either  enter  into 
the  service  of  the  allies,  or  be  at  liberty  to  return  in  safety 
to  their  own  coimtry.  The  queen  actually  interposed  in  be* 
half  of  Patkui:  but  her  intercession  proved  ineffectual,  and 
that  unhappy  minister  was  put  to  death  with  all  the  circum- 
stances of  wanton  barbarity.  As  many  severe  and  sarcas- 
tic writings  had  lately  appeared,  in  which  the  whigs  and 
mini^ry  were  reviled,  and  reflections  hinted  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  queen's  person,  the  government  resolved  to  make 
examples  of  the  authors  and  publishers  of  these  licentious 
productions.  Dr.  Joseph  Browne  was  twice  pilloried  for  a 
copy  of  verses,  entitled,  **  The  Country  Parson's  Advice 
"  to  the  Lord  Keeper,"  and  a  letter  which  he  afterwards 
wrote  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley.     William  Stephens,  rector 
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of  Sutton  in  Surrey,  underwent  the  same  sentence,  as  author 
of  a  pamphlet,  called,  ^^  A  letter  to  the  Auihor  of  the  Me- 
^  morial  of  the  Church  of  £ngland."  £dward  Ward  was 
fined  and  set  in  the  pillory,  for  having,  written  a  burlesque 
poem  on  the  times,  under  the  title  oi  ^'  Hudibras  Redivi- 
^  vus ;"  and  the  same  punishment  was  inflicted  upon  Wil- 
liam Pittes,  author  of  a  performance,  entitled,  ^^  The  Case 
"  of  the  Church  of  England's  Memorial  fairly  stated." 

$  XV 11.  The  lower  house  of  convocation  still  continued 
to  wrsmglc  with  their  superiors ;  and  though  they  joined  the 
upper  house  in  a  congratulatory  address  to  the  queen  on 
the  success  of  her  arms,  they  resolved  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  commons  against  the  union*  The  queen  bting 
apprised  of  their  design,  desired  the  archbishop  to  prorogue 
tkem  for  three  weeks,  before  the  expiration  of  which  the 
act  of  union  had  passed  in  parliament.  The  lower  house 
delivered  a  representation  to  the  bishops,  in  which  they 
affirmed,  no  such  prorogation  had  ever  been  ordered  during 
the  session  of  parliament.  The  bishops  found  in  their  re- 
cords seven  or  eight  precedents  of  such  prorogations,  and 
above  thirty  instances  of  the  convocation  having  sat  some* 
times  before,  and  sometimes  after  a  session  of  parliament : 
nay,  sometimes  even  when  the  parliament  was  dissolved. 
The  queen,  informed  of  these  proceedings,  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  archbishop,  intimating,  that  she  looked  upon  the 
lower  house  as  gtiilty  of  an  invasion  of  her  royal  supre* 
macy ;  and  that  if  any  thing  of  the  same  nature  should  be 
attempted  for  the  future,  she  would  use  such  means  for 
punishing  offenders  as  the  law  warranted.  The  prolocutor 
absenting  himself  from  the  convocation,  the  archbishop  pro- 
nounced sentence  of  contumacy  against  him.  The  lower 
house,  in  a  protestation,  declared  this  sentence  unlawful 
and  altogether  null.  Nevertheless,  the  prolocutor  made  a 
full  submission,  with  which  the  archbishop  was  satisfied^ 
and  the  sentence  was  repealed.  About  this  period  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  was  appointed  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state, 
in  the  room  of  sir  Charles  Hedges.  This  change  was  not 
effected  without  great  opposition  from  Harley,  who  was  in 
his  heart  an  enemy  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  all 
his  adherents;  and  bad  already,. by  bis  secret  intrigues, 
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made  considerable  progress  in  a  scheme  for  superseding^ 
the, influence  of  the  dutchess* 

$  XVI IL  The  French  king  at  this  juncture  seemed  to 
be  entirely  abandoned  by  his  former  good  fortune.  Hje 
had  sustained  such  a  number  of  successive  defeats  as  had 
drained  bis  kipgdom  of  people,  and  his  treasury  was  almost 
exhausted*  He  endeavoured  to  support  the  credit  of  his 
government  by  issuing  mint  bills,  in  imitation  of  the  bank 
notes  of  England ;  but,  notwithstanding  all  his  precautions, 
they  passed  at  a  discount  of  three-and-fifty  per  cent.  The 
lands  lay  uncultivated ;  the  manufactures  could  be  no  longer 
carried  on ;  and  the  subjects  perished  \^ith  famine.  The 
allies,  on  the  other  hand,  seemed  to  prosper  in  every  quar- 
ter. They  had  become  masters  of  the  greatest  part  of  the 
Netherlands,  in  consequence  of  the  victory  at  Ramillies; 
the  army  of  king  Charles  was  considerably  reinforced :  a 
scheme  was  formed  fof^  the  conquest  of  Toulon,  by  the 
troops  of  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  Savoy,  supplied  with 
a  large  sum  of  money  by  queen  Anne,  and  assisted  by  the 
combined  fleets  of  England  and  Holland,  under  the  com- 
mand of  sir  Cloudesley  Shovel.  In  a  word;  France  seem* 
ed  to  be  reduced  to  the  verge  of  destruction,  from  which 
nothing  in  all  probability  could  have  saved  her  but  the  jekl* 
ousy  and  misconduct  of  the  confederates.  Lewis,  by  virtue 
of  his  capitulation  with  the  emperor  in  Italy,  was  enabled  to 
send  such  reinforcements  into  Spain,  as  turned  the  fortune 
of  the  war  in  that  country ;  while  the  distractions  in  the  coun- 
cil of  king  Charles  prevented  that  unanimity  and  concur- 
rence, without  which  no  success  can  be  expected.  The 
earl  of  Peterborough  declared  against  an  oflfensive  war,  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  subsistence  in  Castile ; 
and  advised  Charles  to  trust  to  the  expedition  against 
Toulon.  This  opinion  he  sent  from  Italy,  to  which  he 
had  withdrawn. 

§  XIX.  Charles  however,  was  persuaded  to  penetrate 
once  more  to  Madrid,  and  give  battle  to  the  enemy  wher- 
ever they  should  appear.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March 
the  army  was  assembled  at  Caudela,  to  the  number  of  six- 
teen thousand  men :  under  the  auspices  of  the  marquis  das 
Minas,  to  whom  the  earl  of  Galway  was  second  in  com- 
mand.    They  marched  towards  Yecla,  and  undertook  the 
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siege  of  Vilena;  but,  having  received  intelligence  that  the 
duke  of  Berwick  vaa  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  advanced 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April  in  four  columns  towards  the 
town  of  Almanza,  where  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  in  ofder . 
of  battle,  their  number  being  considerably  superior  to  that 
of  the  confederates.  The  batde  began  about  two  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  whole  front  of  ea€h  army  was  fully  en* 
gsgec).  The  English  and  Dutch  squadrons  on  the  left,  sus-* 
taiacd  by  the  Portuguese  horse  of  the  second  line,  were 
oTerpowered  after  a  gallant  resistance.  The  centre^  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  battalions  from  Great  Britain  and  Holland, 
obliged  the  enemy  to  give  way,  and  drove  their  ^rtt  upon 
their  second  line :  but  the  Portuguese  cavalry  on  the  right 
being  broken  at  their  first  charge,  their  foot  betook  them- 
selves to  flight ;  so  that  the  English  and  Dutch  troops  being 
left  naked  on  the  flanks,  were  surrounded  and  attacked  on 
every  side.  In  this  dreadful  emergency  they  formed  them* 
selves  into  a  square,  and  retired  from  the  field  of  batde. 
By  diis  time  the  men  were  quite  spent  widi  fatigue,  and  all 
their  ammunition  exhausted :  they  were  ignorant  of  the  coun- 
try, abandoned  by  their  horse,  destitute  of  provision,  and  cut 
off  from  all  hope  of  supply.  Moved  by  these  dismal  con- 
sideradons  they  capitulated,  and  surrendered  themselves 
prisoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  battalions.  The 
Portuguese,  and  part  of  the  English  horse,  with  the  infan-. 
try.  that  guarded  the  baggage,  retreated  to  Alcira,  where 
they  were  joined  by  the  earl  of  Galway,  with  about  fivc- 
and-twenty  hundred  dragoons  which  he  had  brought  from 
the  field  of  battle.  About  three  thousand  men  of  the  allied 
army  were  kiUed  upon  the  spot,  and  among  that  number 
brig^er  Killigrew,  with  many  officers  of  distinction.  The 
earl  of  Galway,  who  charged  in  person  at  the  head  of  Guis- 
card's  dragoons,  received  two  deep  cuts  in  the  face.  The 
marquis  das  Minas.was  run  through  the  arm,  and  saw 
his  concubine,  who  fought  in  the  habit  of  an  Amazon, 
killed  by  his  side :  The  lords  Tyrawley,  Mark  Ker,  and 
colonel  Clayton,  were  wounded :  all  their  artillery,  together 
with  a  hundred  and  twenty  colours  and  standards,  and 
about  ten  thousand  men,  were  taken ;  so  that  no  victory 
could  be  more  complete  :  yet  it  was  not  purchased  without 
the  loss  of  two  thousand  men  slain  in  the  action,^  including 
Vol.  II.  E 
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'some  otReers  of  emifMiice«  The  du|te  of  Barwick,  who 
cominanded  the  troops  of  king  Phi^p,  acquired  a  great 
addition  of  Came  by  hie  conduct  and  behaviour  before  and 
during  the  engagement;  but  his  authority  was  supeneded 
by  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  arrired  in  the  army  immedi- 
ately after  the  battle.  Thie  prince  seemed  to  entertain 
some  private  views  of  his  own ;  for  he  took  no  effectuai 
step  to  improve  the  victory*  He  began  a  private  negotia- 
tion  with  the  earl  of  Galwky,  during  which  the  two  anmee 
lay  inactive  on  the  banks  of  the  Ctnc^ ;  and  he  concluded 
the  campaign  with  die  siege  of  Lerida,  which  was  surren- 
dered by  capitulation  oil  die  second  day  of  November :  then 
the  troops  on  both  sides  went  into  winter  quartets.  The 
earl  of  Galway  and  the  marquis  das  Mines  embarked  at 
Barcelonia  for  Lisbon,  and  general  Carpenter  remained 
commander  of  the  English  forces  quartered  in  Catalonia, 
which  was  now  the  only  part  of  Spain  that  remained  to  king 
Charles* 

$  XX.  .The  attempt  upon  Toulon  by  the  duke  of  Sa- 
voy and  prince  Eugene  might  have  succeeded,  if  the  eiQ- 
peror,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  the 
maritime  powers,  had  not  divided  his  army  in  Italy,  by 
detaching  a  considerable  body  through  the  ecclesiastical 
state  towards  Naples,  of  which  he  took  possession  widiout 
any  difficulty^  Besides,  ten  thousand  recruits  destined  for 
the  Imperial,  forces  in  Italy  were  detained  in  Germany,. 
from  apprehension  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  remained 
in  Saxony,  and  seemed  to  be  upon  very  indifferent  terms 
with  the  emperor.  Widi  the  assistance  of  the  English  and 
Dutch  ^eets,  the  duke  of  Savoy  and  prince  Eugene  passed 
ihe.Var^  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  at  the  head  <tf  an 
army  of  thirty  thousand  men,  and  marched  direcdy  towards 
Toulon,  whither  the  artillery  and  ammunition  were  conveyed 

c  TTiis  pn  I  ge  ti-as  effected  to  the-astrn'shment  of  tTie  French,  wbodioasiit 
the  iv-orks  they  had  raised  on  that  river  were  impregnable.  The  honour  ot*  ue 
rnternrise  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  gallantry  of  sir  John  Norris  anil 
the  hngtifh  seamen.  Tliat  brare  ofRcrr,  emharkinK  in  boats  with  lix  hundred 
saitors  and  marine^  entered  the  river,  aud  were  rowed  withia  muakot  shot  of  the 
cncniy*SMor1uiy  where  they  made  such  a  vigorous  and  unexpected  attack,  that  the- 
JPrench  were  immediately  driven  (rom  part  of  their- imreachments  :  than  sir 
John  landed  with  hit  men,  chimhcred  over  the  works,  that  iterc  deemed  inacces- 
sible, and  attacking  the  deleodants  sword  in  hand,  compelled  them  to  fly  with  the 
utmost  precipitation.  This  detachment  was  austiiioAl  hy  sir  Cloudeitley  Shovel  in 
person.  The  duke  of  Savoy,  taking  advantage  of  the  cncniv*s  ronsternation, 
pasfed  the.  river  almost  wiihout  opposition. 
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on  beard  of  <he  combined  squadrona*     The  French  king 
was- extremely  alamed  at  ^s  attempt,  aa  five  thousand 
pieces  of  amnon,  vast  magazines,  and  the  best  part  of  his 
fleet,  were  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  and  ran  the  greatest 
risk  of  being  entirely  taken  or  destroyed.      The  whole 
kingdom  of  France  was  filled  with  consternation,  when  they 
foand  their  enemies  were  in  die  bosom  of  their  country. 
The  monarch  resolved  to  leave  no  atone  unturned  for  the 
relief  of  the  place,  and.  his  subjects  exerted  themselves  in 
a  very  extraordinary  manner  for  its  preservation.     The 
BolNlity  of  the  adjacent  provinces  armed  thrir  servants  and 
tenants,  at  the  head  of  whom  they  nuuxhed  into  the  dty : 
they  coined  their  plate,  and  pawned  dieir  jewds  for  money 
to  pay  the  workmen  employed  upon  the  fortifications ;  and 
sttdi  industry  was  used,  that  in  a  few  days  the  town  and 
harbour,  which  had  been  greatty  neglected^  were  put  in  a 
good  posture  of  defence.     The  allies  took  possession  of 
the  emineDces  that  commanded  die  city,  and  the  ordnance 
being  landed,  enected  batteries*     From  these  they  began 
10  canonade  and  bombard  die  city,  while  the  fleet  s^ttacked 
and  reduced  two  forts  at  the  ientrance  of  the  mole,  and 
cooperated  in  the  siege  widi  their  great  guns  and,  bomb* 
ketches.     The  garrison  was^  numerous,  and  defbnc^ed  ^e 
place  widi  great  vigour.  *  They  sunk  ships  in  the  entfance 
to  the  mole :  they  kept  up  a  prodigious  fire  from  the  ram« 
parts :  they  made  desperate  sallies,  and  even  drove  the 
besiegers  from  one  of  .their  posts  with  great  slaughter.     The 
French  king,  alarmed  ait  this  design  of  his  enemies,  ordered 
troops  to  march  towards  Toulon  fitom  all  parts  of  his  do* 
mmions.     He  countermanded  the  fidcces  that  were  oa  their 
route  to  improve  the  victory  of  Almanza:  a  great  part  of 
the  army  under  V illars  on  die  Rhine  was  detached  to  Pro^ 
vence,  and  the  court  of  Versailles  declared,  that  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  should  march  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army 
to  the  relief  of  Toulon.     The  duke  of  Savoy  being  iqn 
prised  of  these  preparations,  seeing  no  hope  of  reducing 
the  place,  and  being  apprehensive  that  his  passage  would 
be  intercepted,  resolved  to  abandon  hb  enterprise.     The 
artillery  being  reembarked  with  the  sick  and  wounded,  he 
decamped  in  the  night,  under  favour  of  a  terrible  bombard- 
ment and  cannonading  from  the  English  fleet,  and  Retreated 
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some  otRcers  of  emmence.  The  du|te  of  Berwick;  who 
cominanded  the  troops  of  kmg  Plutip,  acquired  a  great 
addition  of  fame  by  his  condact  and  behaviour  before  and 
during  the  engagement;  but  his  authority  was  superseded 
by  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  arrived  in  the  army  immedi- 
ately after  the  batde.  This  prince  seemed  to  entertain 
some  private  views  of  his  own ;  for  he  took  no  effectual 
step  to  improve  the  victory*  He  began  a  private  negoua* 
tion  with  the  earl  of  Galwky,  during  which  the  two  armies 
lay  inactive  on  the  banks  of  the  Cinc^;  and  he  concluded 
the  campaign  .with  die  siege  of  Lerida,  which  was  surren-* 
dered  by  capitulation  oA  the  second  day  of  November :  then 
the  troops  on  both  sides  went  into  winter  quarters.  The 
earl  of  Galway  and  the  marquis  das  Minas  en^ariced  at 
Barcelonia  for  Lisbon,  and  general  Carpenter  remained 
commander  of  the  English  forces  quartered  in  Cataloota^ 
which  was  now  the  only  part  of  Spain  that  remained  to  king 
Charles. 

§  XX.  .The  attempt  upon  Toulon  by  the  duke  of  Sa- 
voy and  prince  Eugene  might  have  succeeded,  If  the  eqy- 
peror,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  the 
maritime  powers,  had  not  divided  his  army  in  Italy,  by 
detaching  a  considerable  body  through  the  ecclesiastical 
state  towards  Naples,  of  which  he  took  possession  without 
any  difficulty^  Besides,  ten  thousand  recruits  destined  for 
the  ImperinV  forces  in  Italy  were  detained  in  Germany,, 
from  apprehension  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  remained 
in  Saxony,  and  seemed  to  be  upon  very  indifferent  teraas 
with  the  emperor.  With  the  assistance  of  the  English  and 
Dutch  ^eets,  the  duke  of  Savoy  aad  prince  Eugene  passed 
ihe.Var^  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  thicty  thousand  men,  and  maixhed  direcdy  towards 
Toulon,  whither  the  artillery  and  ammunition  were  conveyed 

c  T>ii8  pn  I'ge  -nas  effected  to  tbe-astr  n'ahment  of  the  French,  whodioo^t 
the  ti-orka  they  hud  raised  on  that  mer  were  impregnftble.  The  honour  of  die 
rnternrisc  uaa  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  gallahtry  of  sir  John  Xorris  and 
the  Kng!i»h  seamen.  Tliat  brare  officer,  emi)arktnK  tn  boats  with  six  hundred 
•ailoTR  tS^  marines,  entered  the  river,  aud  were  rowed  within  musket  shot  of  the 
cncTOv'sMoriui,  where  they  made  such  a  vigorous  and  unexpected  attack,  that  the- 
French  were  immediately  driren  from  part  of  theiriiiweochments :  then  sir 
John  landed  M-ith  hit  men,  clambered  over  the  works,  that  itere  deemed  inaceet- 
siblc,  and  attacking  the  defendants  sword  hi  hand,  compelled  them  to  fly  \(ith  the 
utmost  preeipitatton.  This  detachment  was  tnstaio^l  by  sir  Cloudesley  Shotel  in 
person.  The  duke  of  Savoy,  taking  advanUigc  of  the  cncniv*s  couotcrnation, 
pasted  the  river  almost  wiihout  opposition. 
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on  beard  of  <he  combined  squadrons*     The  French  king 
was-  extremely  alanned  at  this  attempt^  as  five  thousand 
pieces  of  cannon,  vast  magazines,  and  the  best  part  of  his 
fleet,  were  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  and  ran  the  greatest 
risk  of  being  entirely  taken  or  destroyed*      The  whole 
kingdom  of  France  was  fiUnd  with  constemadon,  when  they 
{band  their  enemies  were  in  die  bosom  of  their  country* 
The  monarch  resolved  to  leave  do  stone  unturned  for  the 
rdief  of  the  place,  and.  his  subjects  exerted  themselves  in 
t  very  extraordinary  manner  for  its  preservation*     The 
nobility  of  the  adjacent  provinces  armed  their  servants  and 
tensnu,  at  the  head  of  whom  they  marched  into  the  dty : 
they  coined  their  plate,  and  pawned  their  jewels  for  money 
to  pay  the  workmen  employed  .upon  the  fortifications ;  and 
sadi  industry  was  used,  that  in  a  few  days  the  town  and 
haibour,  which  had  been  greatty  neglected^  were  put  in  a 
good  posture  of  defence.     The  allies  took  possession  of 
the  eminences  that  commanded  ihe  city,  and  the  ordnance 
being  landed,  erected  batteries*     From  these  tbeyhegan 
to  cannonade  and  bombard  die  city,  while  the  fleet  attacked 
and  reduced  two  fi»rts  at  the  entrance  of  the  mole,  and 
cooperated  in  the  siege  with  their  great  guns  and  bomb« 
ketches.     The  garrison  was,  numerous,  and  defended  the 
place  widi  great  vigour.     They  sunk  ships  in  the  entiance 
to  the  mole :  they  kept  up  a  prodigious  fire  from  the  ram- 
parts :  they  made  desperate  sallies,  and  even  drove  die 
beriegers  from  one  of  .their  posts  with  great  slaughter.     The 
French  king,  alarmed  at  this  design  of  his  enemies,  ordered 
troops  to  march  towards  Toulon  firom  all  parts  of  his  do* 
muuons.     He  countermanded  the  fiMxes  that  were  oa  their 
route  to  improve  the  victory  of  Almanza:  a  great  part  of 
the  army  under  ViUars  on  die  fihine  was  detached  to  Pror- 
vence,  and  the  court  of  Versailles  declared,  that  die  duke 
of  Burgundy  should  march  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army 
to  the  relief  of  Toulon.     The  duke  of  Savoy  being  ap* 
prised  of  these  preparations,  seeing  no  hope  of  reducing 
the  place,  and  being  apprehensive  that  hb  passage  would 
be  intercepted,  resolved  to  abandon  his  enterprise.     The 
artillery  being  reembarked  widi  the  sick  and  wounded,  hp 
decamped  in  the  night,  under  favour  of  a  terrible  bombard- 
ment and  cannonading  from  the  English  fleet,  and  Retreated 
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to  his  own  country  without  molestation.^  Then  he  under- 
took the  reduction  of  Suza,  the  garrison  of  which  surren- 
dered at  discretion.  By^  this  conquest  he  not  only  secured 
the  key  to  his  own  dominions,  but  also  opened  to  himself 
a  free  passage  into  Dauphin^. 

§  XXI.  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  having  left  a  squadron 
with  sir  Thomas  Dilkes  for  the  Mediterranean  service,  set 
sail  for  England  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  and  was  in 
soundings  on  the  twenty^second  day  of  October.  About 
eight  o'clock  at  ntght  his  own  ship,  the  Association,  struck 
upon  the  rocks  of  Scilly,  and  perished  with  every  person 
on  board.  This  was  likewise  the  fate  of  the  Eagle  and 
the  Romney:  the  Firebrand  was  dashed  in  pieces  on  the 
Tocks;  but  the  captain  and  four^and^ twenty  men  saved 
them9elves  in  the  boat :  the  Phenix  was  driven  on  shore  : 
the  Roy^d  Anne  was  saved  by  the  presence  of  mind  and 
'  uncommon  dexterity  of  sir  George  Byng  and  his  officers  r 
the  St.  Geovge,  commanded  by  lord  Dursley,  struck  upon 
the  rocks,  but  a  wave  set  her  afloat  again.  The  admirals 
body,  being  cast  ashore,  was  stripped  and  buried  in  the 
sand ;  but  afterwards  discovered  and  brought  into  Ply- 
mouth, from  whence  it  was  conveyed  to  London,  and  in- 
terred in  Westminster  Abbey.  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  was 
bom  of  mean  parentage  in  the  county  of  Suffolk;  but 
raised  himself  to  the  chief  command  at  sea,  by  his  indus- 
tiy,  valour,  skill,  and  integrity.  On  the  Upper  Rhine  the 
allies  were  unprosperous.®  The  prince  of  Baden  was  dead, 
and  the  German  army  so  inconsiderable,  that  it  could  not 
defend  the  line^  of  Buhl  against  the  mareschal  de  Villars, 
ivho  broke  through  this  work,  esteemed  the  rampart  of 
X>ermany,  reduced  Rastadt,  defeated  a  body  of  horse,  laid 
die  dutchy  of  Wirtemberg  under  contribution,  took  Btutgard 
aiidjSebondorfi  and  routed  three  thousand  Germans  in^ 

d  Hajl  the  dtike  of  Sayoj-  iriArc^qd  with  expedition  from  the  Var,  he 
^rotildliMre  found  Toiilondctencelem ;  bat  he  Hitj^red  in  mieh  n  manner  aa  gives 
.reason  to  l>elieyq  he  was  not  hearty  in  the  enterprise;  and  hin  oi>enitioQ8  were 
retarded  by  a  difference  between  h'im  and  his  kinsman  prince  Kugene. 

e  In  the  month  of  May  thsee  ships  o^*  tl|e  lin$,  parocly,  the  F^oyftl  Oak,  of 
screpty-six  guns,  commanded  by  eoroirKxlore  baron  Wvlile;  the  Graflon,  of 
«ev«nty  guns,  eajttain  Edward  Acton ;  and  the  Hampton  Court,  of  seventy  gan% 
e8T>tai|i  iicofge  Clemepts,  spulcd  as  copyoy  to  the  West  India  and  Portu|al  fleet 
of  merchant  sWps,  amounting  to  five-and-firty  sail.  They  fefl  in  with  the  Dun- 
kirk sqiwilron,  consisttnr  of  ten  ship*  of  war,  one  frigate,  and  four  privateers, 
un<ier  the  eo|nmand  of  M.  de  Forbiu.  A  turious  action  immediately  ensued,  and 
p)otwi(ii8t«Hdia|^  thu  rast  disproporttoniii  |K>int  of  nmnber,  w^  maintained  by  the 
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trenched  at  Lorch,  under  the  command  of  general  Janus, 
who  was  made  prisoner.  In  all  probability,  this  active 
officer  would  have  made  great  progress  towards  the  resto- 
ration of  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  had  not  he  been  obliged 
to  stop  in  the  middle  of  his  career,  in  consequence  of  his 
army's  being  diminished  by  sending  off  detachments  to 
Provence.  The  Imperial  army  retired  towards  Hailbh>n, 
and  the  command  of  it  was,  at  the  request  of  the  emperor 
and  allies,  assumed  by  the  elector  of  Hanover,  who  restored 
military  discipline,  and  acted  with  uncommon  prudence 
and  circumspection:  but  he  had  not  force  sufficient  to 
undertake  any  enterprise  of  importance. 

§  XXII.  In  the  month  of  April,  the  duke  of  Marlbo« 
rough  set  out  from  the  Hague  for  Leipsick  with  a  letter  from 
the  queen  to  Charles  XII.'  of  Sweden,  whose  designs  were 
still  so  mysterious,  that  the  confederates  could  not  help 
being  alarmed  at  his  being  in  the  heart  of  Germany.  The 
duke  was  pitched  upon  as  the  most  proper  ambassador,  to 
Boothe  his  vanity  and  penetrate  into  his  real  intention.^  He 


English  coTnTTiodorc  with  great  gftllantrj,  nntil  cnptain  Acton  vas  killed,  captain 
Clements  mortaily  wounded^  and  the  Oraftuo  and  Hamptoo  Court  were  taken,  af- 
ter haviof  sunk  the  SalhbiUT.  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  th^  French  :  then  the 
eommodare,  having  eleven  feet  wHter  in  hrs  hold,  disenga^^d  himself  from  the 
eaenij,  br  whom  he  ha<l  been  tiirrounded,  and  ran  hisslii(>a|;nMnd  near  thmge- 
nesse;  but  she  afterwards  floatcd>  and  he  brought  her  safe  into  the  Downs,  in 
the  mean  time  the  French  fH{Ea,te  and  privateers  made  prize  of  twenty-one  Enn- 
Itsh  raerehaot  ships  of  &Teat  value,  wbieh,  with  the  (irafton  and  Hampton  GourV» 
Forbin  eonveyed  in  tnomph  to  Dunkirk.  In  July  the  same  active  officer  took 
fifteen  ships  belonging  to  the  Russian  ooropany,  olf  the  eoast  of  L«aptand  :  in  Sep- 
tember he  joined  another  sqiiaclron  fitted  out  at  Brciil  under  the  command  of  the 
cdeKrated  M.  da  («iiai  Trouin^  and  th<^se  attacked,  off  the  Lizurd,  the  convoy  of 
tbe  PoitiigBl  ficety  eonaisUng  of  the  Cumberland,  captain  Richard  Kd wards,  of 
ciijhty  guns ;  the  Devonshire,  of  eightv ;  the  Koyal  Oak,  of  scventy-^ix  ;  the 
Chester  and  Rnby,  of  fifty  runs  eath.  Though  tlie  French  aqundron  did  not  fall 
abort  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  the  English  captains  maintained  the  action  for 
wany  hoars  with  sarprising  valour.  At  length  the  Devonshire  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  superior  nnmhers:  the  Uamberlaod  blew  up;  the  f;hester  and  Kabr 
▼ere  Uken ;  the  Koyal  Oak  fought  her  way  through  the  midst  of  her  encmirs, 
•wt  arrived  safe  in  the  harbour  or  Kinsale ;  and  thel.isbon  fleet  saved  themselves, 
by  maluQg  the  best  of  their  way  daring  the  engagement  Since  the  battle  off 
Malaga  the  French  king  had  never  dared  to  keep  the  sea  with  a  large  fleet,  bnt 
carried  on  a  kiod  of  piratical  war  of  this  sort  in  order  to  distress  the  trade  of  F4ng- 
IsDd.  He  was  the  more  eacoaraged  to  pursue  these  measures,  by  the  correspon- 
dence which  his  ministers  carried  on  with  some  wretches  belonging  to  the  admiral- 
ty, and  the  other  ofAeers,  who  baaclr  betrayed  their  country  in  transmitting  to 
rrance  such  intelligence  eonceming  tlic  copvoys  appointed  fbr  the  protection  of 
comraeree,  as  enabted  the  enemy  to  attack  them  at  advanUge.  In  the  course  of 
diis  year  the  French  fishery,  stages,  shins,  and  vessels  in  Newfoundland  were 
Uken,  burned,  and  destroys,  by  cafitain  John  Underdown,  of  the  Falkland. 

f  When  the  dnkearnved  in  his  eoadi  at  the  quarters  of  eount  Piper,  of 
vboRThe  had  demanded  an  audience,  he  was  given  to  imdersUnd  that  the  count 
WIS  busy,  and  obliged  to  wait  half  an  hour  before  the  Swedish  minister  came 
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ibund  this  original  character,  not  sidnpie,  but  sordid  in  his 
appearance  and  economy,  savage  in  his  deportment,  fero- 
cious,  illiterate,  stubborn,  implacdsle,  and  reserved. «  The 
English  general  assailed  him  on  the  side" of  his  vanity,  the 
only  part  by  which  he  was  accessible.  ^^  Sire',"  ,8aid  he, 
^^  I  present  to  your  majesty  a  letter,  not  from  the  chancery, 
^^  but  from  the  heart  of  the  queen  my  mistres^,  and  written 
^'  with  her  own  hand.  Had  not  her  sex  prevented  her 
^*  from  taking  so  long  a  journey,  she  would  have  cro&se^ 
*^  the  sea  to  see  a  prince  admired  by  the  whole  universe. 
^^  I  esteem  myself  happy  in  having  the  honour  of  assuring 
*^  your  majesty  of  my  regard;  and  I  should  think  it  a 
*^  great  happiness,  if  my  affairs  would  allow  me,  to  learn 
*^  under  so  great  a  general  as  your  msyesty,  what  I  want  to 
^^  know  in  the  art  of  war.'*  Charles  was  pleased  with  tbis 
overstrained  compliment,  which  seems  to  have  been  calcu- 
lated for  a  raw,  unintelligent  barbarian,  unacquainted  with 
the  characters  of  mankind.  He  professed  particular  vene* 
ration  for  queen  Anne,  as  well  as  for  the  person  of  her 
ambassador,  and  declared  he  would  take  no  steps  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  grand  alliance.  Nevertheless,  the  sincerity 
of  this  declaration  has  been  questioned.  The  French 
court  is  said  to  have  gained  over  his  minister,  count  Piper^ 
to  their  interest.  Certain  it  is,  he  industriously  sought 
occasion  to  quarrel  with  the  emperor,  and  treated  him' 
with  great  insolence,  until  he  submitted  to  all  his  de- 
mands. The  treaty  being  concluded  upon  the  terms  he 
thQught  proper  to  impose,  he  had  no  longer  the  least  sha^ 
dow  of  pretence  to  condnue  his  disputes  with  the  court 
of  Vienna :  and  therefore  began  his  march  for  Po- 
land^ which  was  by  this  time  overrun  by  the  czar  of 
Muscovy. 

$  XXIII.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  returning  from 
Saxony,  assembled  the  allied  army  at  Anderlach  near 
Brussels,  about  the  middle  of  May ;  and,  understanding 
that  the  elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  duke  de  Vendome,  who 
commanded  the  French  forces,  had  quitted  their  lines,  he 

dwn  to  TCeeive  him.  Wben  he  appeared  at  list,  the  Hake  alighted  from  hn 
eeach,  put  on  his  hat,  pamcd  the  eount  without  Mdutiog  hiiD»  and  went  aiide  to 
ihe  vrall»  M-hcre  hariug  stakl  aoiae  time*  he  retaraedf  and  aceosted  him  wiUi 
Ihe  most  poUte  additta. 
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adranoed  to  Soignies,  with  a  design  to  engage  them  in  the 
pbun  of  Fleurus*  But  receiving  certain  intelligence,  that 
the  enemy  were  greatly  saperior  to  the  allies  in  number,  by 
the  help  of  drafts  from  all  the  garrisons,  he  retreated  towards 
Brussels,  and  took  post  at  Mildert;  while  the  French 
advanced  to  CemUonrs.  Both  armies  lay  inactive  until 
the  enemy  sent  off  a  large  detachment  towards  Provence. 
Hien  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  general  d' Auverquerque 
resolved  to  attack  them  in  their  fortified  camp  at  Gem- 
blonrs.  But  they  retreated  with  such  celerity  from  one 
post  to  another,  that  the  confederates  could  not  come 
up  with  them  until  they  were  safely  encamped  with  the 
right  at  Pont-a*Tresin,  and  their  left  under  the  cannon  of 
Lisle,  covered  with  the  river  Schelde,  and  secured  by  in- 
trenchments.  The  allies  chose  their  camp  at  Helchin,  and 
foraged  under  the  cannon  of  Toumay,  within  a  league  of 
the  enemy :  but  nothing  could  induce  them  to  hazard  an 
engagement;  and  both  armies  went  into  winter  quarters  in 
the  latter  end  of  October*  The  duke  of  Marlborough  set 
out  for  Franckfort,  where  he  conferred  with  the  electors 
of  Mentz,  Hanover,  and  Palatine,  about  the  operations  of 
the  next  campaign :  then  he  returned  to  the  Hague,  and 
having  concerted  the  necessary  measures  with  the  -deputies 
of  the  states  general,  embarked  for  England  the  beginning 
of  November. 

§  XXIV.  The  queen's  private  favour  was  now  shifted 
to  a  new  ol>}ect«  The  dutchess  of  Marlborough  was  sup-> 
planted  hj  Mrs.  Masham,  her  own  kinswoman,  whom  she 
had  rescued  from  indigence  and  obscurity.  This  favourite 
succeeded  to  that  ascendency  over  the  mind  of  her  sove« 
reign  which  the  dutchess  had  formerly  possessed.  She 
was  more  humble,  pliable,  and  obliging,  than  her  first 
pitroness,  who  bad  played  the  tyrant,  and  thwarted  the 
queen  in  some  of  her  most  respected  maxims.  Her  ma- 
jesty's prepossession  in  favour  i^f  the  tories  and  high  church- 
men was  no  longer  insolently  condemned,  and  violently 
epposed.  The  new  confidant  conformed  to  all  her  preju- 
dices, and  encouraged  all  her  designs  with  assent  and 
approbation.  In  political  intrigues  she  acted  as  associate,, 
or  rather  auxiliary,  to  Mr.  secretary  Harley,  who  had 
insinuatecl  himself  into  the  quecn^s  good  graqes ;  and  de- 
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termined  to  sap  the  credit  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and 
ifie  earl  of  Godolphin.     His  aim  was  to  unite  the  tory 
interest  under  his  own  auspices,  and  expel  the  whigs  from 
the  advantages  they  possessed  under  the  government.     His 
chief  coadjutor  in  this  scheme,  was  Henry  St«  Jolm,  after- 
wards lord  Bolingbroke,  a  man  of  warm  imagination  apd 
elegant  taste,  penetrating,  eloquent,  ambitious,  and. enter- 
prising, whose  talents  were  rather  specious  than  solid,  and 
whose  principles  were  loose  and  fluctuating.     He  was  at 
first  contented  to  act  in  an  inferior  capacity,  subservient  to 
the  designs  of  the  secretary :  but  when  he  understood  the 
full  extent  of  his  own  parts  and  influence,  he  was  fired  with 
the  ambition  of  eclipsing  his  pruicipal,  and  from  the  sphere 
of  his  minister  raised  himself  to  the  character  of  his  rivaL 
These  politicians,   with  the  assistance  of  sir  Simon  Har- 
court,  a  colleague  of  uncommon  ijibllity  and  credit,  exerted 
their  endeavours  to  rally  and  reconcile  the  disunited  tones, 
who  were  given  to  undcrsuuid,  that  the  queen  could  no 
longer  bear  the  tyranny  of  the  v'higs :  that  she  had  been 
always  a  friend  in  her  heart  to  the  tory  and  highchurch 
party :  and  that  she  would  now  exhibit  manifest  proof  of 
her  inclination.     She  accordingly  bestowed  the  bishopricks 
of  Chester  and  Exeter  upon  sir  William  Dawes  and  Dr. 
Blackall,  who,  though  otherwise  of  unblemished  characters, 
had  openly  condemned  the  revolution^ 

§  XXV.  The  people  in  general  began  to  be  sick  of  the  whig 
ministry,  whom  they  had  formerly  caressed.  To  them  they 
impmted  the  burdens  under  which  they  groaned  ;  burdens 
which  they  had  hitherto  been  animated  to  bear  by  the  pomp  of 
triumph  and  uninterrupted  success.  At  present  they  were  dis- 
couraged by  the  battle  of  Aimauza,  the  miscarriage  of  the  ex- 
pedition against  Toulon,  the  loss  of  sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  and 
ihe  fate  of  four  ships  of  the  line,  destroyed  or  taken  by  a  squa- 
dron under  the  command  of  messieurs  Forbin  and  du  Guai 
Trouin,  two  of  the  most  enterj^rising  sea  officers  in  the 
French  service.  No  new  advantage  had  been  obtained  in 
the  Netherlands:  France,  instead  of  sinking  under  the 
.  weight  of  tlif:  confederacy,  seemed  to  rise  v»?ith  fresh  vigour 
from- every  overthrow*;  the  English  traders  had  lately  sus- 
tained repealed  losses  for  want  of  proper  convoys  ;  the  coin 
of  the  nation  was  visibly  diminished ;  aud  the  puj^lic  credit 
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began  to  decliae.     The  tortes  did  not  fail  to  inculcate  and 
exaggerate  these  causes  of  discontent,  and  the  ministry  were 
too  remiss  in  taking  proper  steps  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
naidon*    Instead  of  soothing  by  gentle  measures,  and  equal 
administration,  the  Scots,  who  had  expressed  such  aversion 
to  the  union,  they  treated  them  in  such  a  manner,  as  served 
to  exasperate  the. spirits  of  that  people.     A  stop  was  put  to 
their  whole  commerce  for  two  months  before  it  was  divert- 
ed into  the  new  channel.    Three  months  ehpscd  before  the 
equivalent  was  remitted  to  that  kingdom,  and  it  was  after- 
wards applied  to  the  most  shameful  partiality.     Seizures  of 
wines  and  other  merchandise  imported  from  thence  into 
England,  were  made  in  all  the  northern  parts  with  an  affec- 
tation of  severity  and  disdain  :  so  diat  the  generality  of  the 
Scottish  nation  loudly  exclaimed  again3t  the  union  and  the 
government.       The  Jacobites   were   again  in  commotion. 
They  held  conferences :  they  maintained  a  correspondence 
with  the  court  of  St*  Germains :  a  great  number  of  the 
most  rigid  whigs  entered  so  far  into  their  measures,  as  to 
think  a  revolution  was  absolutely  necessary  to  retrieve  the 
liberties,  independence,  and  commerce  of  their  country; 
the  pretender^s  birthday  was  publicly  celebrated  in  many 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  :  and  every  thing  seemed  to 
portend  an  universal  revolt.     Ireland  continued  quiet  under 
the  administration   of  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  whom  the 
queen  had  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  that  kingdom.     A 
parliament  having  met  at  Dublin  in  the  month  of  July,  pre- 
sented addresses-  of  congratulation  to  her  majesty  on  the 
late  union  of  the  two  kingdoms.     The  commons  having  in- 
spected the  public  accounts,  resolved,  that  the  kingdom  had 
been  put  to  excessive  charge,  by  means  of  great  arrears  of 
rent  returned  by  the  late  trustees,  as  due  out  of  the  forfeited 
estates,  which  returns  were  false  and  unjust ;  and,  that  an 
humble  representation  should  be  laid  before  her  majesty  on 
this  subject.     They  passed  another  laudable  resolution  in 
favour  of  their  own  manufactures.     They  granted  the  ne- 
cessary supplies,  and  having  finished  'several  bills  for  the 
rof  al  assent,  were  prorogued  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
October. 

§  XXVI.   It  was  on  the  twenty-third   of  the   same 
month,,  that  the  first  parliament  of  Great  Britain  assembled 
Vol.  II.  F 
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ixMiBe^  |Miikt«il  die  laimcmfiugbs  m  Pnomaqe  miinflpriiu 
fepTC^esied  the  Mccaniiy  ef  waki^gf  Airdnr  efevis  «guMl 

gMfid  «euiwt  dwK  tiiao  «wdearoaml  to  ww 
iiie  tcoumoiiwiHiikb*     Tht  caoflwioot,  ki  their. 
ftpmti  Ike  caodnuasce  tif  iheir  faniMr  nai  «m1  < 
to  <ker  mvJMt^r^s  yDyci'maent :  favt  ia  the  hauae  «f  lanb., 
ehe  eariof  Whotonvspatiatpdaponfheacaicie^ofmaBef^ 
docagr  iof <rale,  and  abe  asBnaaageaiMt  «f  the  aavy*    He  anm 
aeooaded  hy  lord  Somen,  and  the  kadevt  af  the  tmy  paitf, 
arbo  proposed,  that,  previous  tp  every  aaeasatt,  thejr  flfaottU 
consider  the  atate  of  the  aaftoa.     The  dcngo  of  Wharaan 
aad  Sonen,  -vras  to  araiae  the  earl  of  OHbrd  ODce  moar  ia 
the  head  of  the  adniiiralt3r;  aiid  die  tories^  aaho  4id  aiat 
peiveive  then:  dnft^  hoppd,  in  0ie  course  of  the  iaqauy^  to 
is  the  fakme  of  all  miamanagemeat  upon  the  adiig  aninistera. 
A  day  being  fixed  for  ^is  exanunation,  die  hamrc  TeceiFod 
a  petition  irom  the  dterHTs  and  merchants  of  XioadoB, 
complainittg  of  ^eat  losses  hy  sea,  ibr  want  of  craaeFS 
and  -convoys ;  and  these  complaints  were  proved  hy  wit* 
iKsses.     The  report  was  sent  to  the  lord  adniral,  who 
answered  aU  the  articles  separately :  then  the  tariea  moved 
for  an  address,  in  which  the  blame  oiF  the  nuscarnagea 
fnigbt  be  laid  apon  the  ministry  and  cabinet  council;  bm 
fte  motion  was  overruled :  the  queen  was  presmted  with  a 
bare  representation  of  the  £M:ts,  and  desired  that  she  would 
faike  the  proper  measures  for  prevenlang  snch  evils  tar  the 
luture.     The  commons  made  some  progress  in  an  laqairv 
of  the  same  nature ;  and  brougltt  in  a  biU  for  the  faester 
securing  the  trade  of  the  isingdom*     They  cfaeerfoily  grant- 
ed the  Supplies  for  the  service  of  the  eaauing  year*     l^ey: 
prepared  anpdier  bill  for  repealing  the  Scottish  act  of  secu- 
rity, and  that  about  peace  aiad  war,  which  had  esccited  such 
jealousy  in  the  English  nation.     They  rescflved,  Aat  there 
fhould  be  but  one  priyy  council  in  the  kingdom  of  Grestt 
Britain  ;  diat  the  militia  of  Scotlwd  should  be  fNit  on  the 
9ame  footing  with  that  of  England  :  that  die  powers  of%ie 
justices  of  the  peace  should  be  the  same  through  the  whole 
island :  diat  the  lotds  of  justiciary  in  Scotland  should  go 
Circuits  twsc^  m  the  vaar :  tfaat^ie  wdta  for  eleodog  Sc^ 
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te  toghiA     Am  mi  toi&ir  ferMtA  •«  tikmt  y»fihirinwi| 
IhqrlMii^tkiaiiUl  fnr  pftMwnf^tte  iMiU  with  PoaDliiH 
giyi:  iImi  4i«jr  cwMhcdL  Ao  iMtt  «f  thfr  war  in  S|mmi^ 
^  XXVU.  WiMm  tk»  ^ocm  pmedk  iImm  bills,  dm 
aonded  »  aiigaieftMiML  m  th«  ludi  and  WTJIiaiiiMi 
t  ^  tbm  IdBgr  of  Spa'm  i|»d  ibi  dvkeQf&Kirojr*     Thi| 
:  pndnied  a  dobato  «a  ike  ^oaim  €f  kada^  oa  ibm 
qI  apMi«    Tlaa  aemcea  of  die  earl  «tf  PeiarUtonie^ 
«aioiMlqplh#  wrl  #f  RochMler  and  locd  i|a¥eraham| 
wfaalMdkdaooMoliliqm  veitctiona  at  the  <3arl  of  Galwayi 
Satflfat  liidktaiktged  upon  dw  naoasaitjr  of  cainyiag  on,  dia 
mr aanttUaf  Chvka akNild  bi»  fully  eau^hUahad  upan di^ 
dnaa  alfipi^    Tha  aari  of  Peiarbojrottgh  snid  thtj  oiigW 
ta  cottdikmo  idaa  shUKags  tm  tlia  pound  ralhar  thaa  mikm 
peace  on  any  odier  terms :  ha  dcekrod  kimaalf  t^mky  Hi 
muffii  tar  SpaiQ,  aad  nw[w  avam  ttiider  tka  eail  of  G^waj. 
Tba  airi  of  Hochastar  repeated  a  aimm  of  the  o)d  date 
af  MMMbarf  ,  That  iMickiiig  Fraiwa  ia  tibe  Ned^ctlandi 
Via  Uka  tahaig  a  kaU  by  the  lM>m«t.     He  therefore  pvope^ 
■td>riia|  the  aHiaaahaidd  atand  oa  the  deieaeive  in  Flaadaia^ 
aaddeiacli  ftam  thaoaa  ifteea  or  twenty  theiMmd  i^ca  intd 
Catalaiua«    tta  waa  eeenaded  liy  tha  earl  of  Natttngjiamii 
hat  wandy  appaind  hjr  Aa  duke  of  Marlhorouaht  vho 
mgid^  that  tha  greni  tovma  ki  Brabant  whkk  ha  had  eaiH 
gaerad  aooM  aat  ha  pre»ar»ad  iriikiMst  a  eonaiderable  mumi 
h»  af  meat  and  that  if  Aa  Fraaeh  akould  gaid  m^ 
advenlage  k»  9hm^iKf%  from  their  aaperiof ity  in  point  if 
annber^  tha  disconMited  pii^  in  Holland^  ithidi  vaa  vaijr 
aanKiwie,  andhor«  vttk  impaitftnea  the  bwrden  of  th^  war, 
vanld  Mt  iftl  crying  aloud  far  peaces     Being  cheUenged 
by  ttaehaaler  to  ahaw  how  troopa  eould  be  procured  for 
the  nervica  af  Italy  nnd  Spain,  he  aawred  the  houne^  dut 
faenlaa  had  been  idwady  concerted  with  the  eaaperov,  for 
CetflMag  an  anmy  of  (eriy  thousand  men  under  the  duke  of 
giivoi^  for  sendbg  powfiiful  suflcoura  to  king  Gharka^  Thin 
dedaralian  Anlahed  tha  debate^  which  itaued  in  an  affec*^ 
tianata  addraaa  to  her  nuyeaty*     The  k^rda  reaolved^  thaT 
an  paaaa  eaipld  be  safe  aad  ko^auraUn  fi>r  her  oujeaty  and 
ktr  aHieat  if  flpmi  and  the  Upani$h  Weal  Indiaa  wefe 
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suflfered  to  continue  in  the -power  of  the  home  of  Bourbon. 
They  presented  an  address,  in  which  they  desired  she 
would  press  the  emperor  to  send  powerful  succours  to  Spaia 
under  the  command  of  prince  Elsgene,  with  aU  possible 
expedition  to  make  good  his  contract  with  the  duke  of  &1-* 
voy,  and  strengthen  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  which  was  now 
happily  put  under  the  conductr  of  that  wise  and  valiant 
prince,  the  elector  of  Hanover.  The  commons  concurred 
in  this  remonstrance,  in  consequence  of  which  the  queen 
desired  the  emperor  to  bestow  the  command  in  l^atn  upon 
prince  Eugene.  The  court  of  Vienna,  however,  did  not 
comply  with  this  request;  but  sent  thidier  ccHmt  Stareoi- 
bergy  who  of  all  the  German  generals,  was  next  to  the 
prince  in  militar)'  reputation;  The  commons  now  proceed-' 
ed  to  consider  of  ways  and  means,  and  actually  established 
funds  for  raising  the  supply,  which  amounted  to  *  the 
enormous  sum  of  six  millions. 

$  XXVIII.  At  this  period  Mr.  Harley^  character  incur- 
red suspicion,  from  the  treachery  of  William  Gregg^  an 
inferior  clerk  in  his  office,  who  was  detected  in  a  correspond 
dence  with  monsieur  Chamillard,  the  French  king's  minister* 
When  his  practices  were  detected  he  made  an  ample  con- 
fession, and  pleading  guilty  to  his  indictment  at  ^e  Old 
Bailey,  was  comdemned  to  death  for  high  treason.  At  the 
same  time,  John  Bara  and  Alexander  Valiere  were  com* 
mitted  to  Newgate,  for  corresponding  with  thft  enemy; 
and  Claude  Baude,  secretary  to  the  dukeof  Savoy's  minister^ 
was,  at  the  request  of  his  master,  apprehended  for  traitorous 
practices  against  her  majesty  and  her  government.  A  com<» 
mittee  of  seven  lords  being  appointed  to  examine  these 
delinquents,  made  a  report  to  the  house,  which  was  Com- 
municated to  the  queen,  in  an  address,  importing,  that 
Gregg  had  discovered  secrets  of  state  to  the  French 
minister:  that  Alexander  Valiere  and  Jotur Bara  had  man- 
aged a  correspondence  with  the  governors  send  commissaries 
of  Calais  and  Boulogne  :  and,  in  all  probability,  discovered  to 
the  enemy  the  stations  of  the  British  cruisers,  die  strength 
of  their  convoys,  and  the  times  at  which  the  merchant  ships 
proceieded  on  their  voyages ;  that  all  the  papers  in  the  office 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Ifarley  had  been  for  a  considerable  time 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  meanest  clerks^  and  thatjthe 
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perttssd  of  ail  the  letters  to  And  from  the  French  prboner» 
had  been  chiefly  trusted  to  Gregg,  a  pefson  of  a  very 
suspicious  character,  and  known  to  be  extremly  indigent. 
The  queen  granted  a  reprieve  to  this  man,  in  hope  of  his 
making  some  important  discovery :  but  he  really  knew 
nothing  of  consequence  to  the  nation*  He  was  an  indigent 
Scot,  who  had  been  employed  as  a  spy  in  his  own  countrj", 
and  now  offered  his  services  to  Chomillard,  with  a  view  of 
being  rewarded  for  his  treachery :  but  he  was  discovered 
bdbre  he  had  reaped  any  fruits  from  his  correspondence. 
As  he  had  no  secrets  of  importance  to  impart,  he.  was  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn,  where  he  delivered  a  paper  to  the  sheriff, 
in  which  he  declared  Mr,  Harley  entirely  ignorant  of  all  his 
treasonable  connexions,  notwithstanding  some  endeavours 
that  were  made  to  engage  him  in  an  accusation  of  that 
minister. 

$  XXIX.  The  queen  had  refused  to  admit  the  earl  of 
Peterborough  into  her  presence,  until  he  should  have  vin* 
dicated  his  conduct,  of  which  king  Charles  had  complained 
in  divers  letters.  He  was  eagerly  desirous  of  a  parli- 
amentary inquiry-  His  military  proceedings,  his  nego- 
tiations, his  disposal  of  the  remittances  were  taken  into 
consideration  b}'  both  houses :  but  he  produced  such  a 
number  of  witnesses  and  original  papers  to  justify  every 
transaction,  that  his  character  triumphed  in  the  inquiry, 
which  was  dropped  before  it  produced  any  resolution  in 
parliament.  Then  they  took  cognisance  of  the  state  of 
aiiairs  in  Spain,  and  found  there  had  been  a  great  deficiency 
in  the  English  troops  at  the  battle  of  Almanza.  This, 
however,  was  explained  so  much  to  their  satisfaction,  that 
they  voted  an  address  to  the  queen,  thanking  her  for  having 
taken  measures  to  restore  the  affairs  in  Spain,  and  provide 
fol^ign  troops  for  that  service.  The  bill  for  rendering  the 
union  more  complete  met  with  a  vigorous  opposition  in  the 
house  of  lords  from  the  court  party,  on  account  of  the 
clause  enacting,  that,  after  the  first  of  May,  there  should 
be  but  one  privy  council  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 
The  ministry  finding  it  was  strenuously  supported  by  all 
the  tones,  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  other  faction, 
would  have  compromised  the  difference,  by  proposing  that 
tW  privy  council  of  Scotland  should  continue  to  the  first 
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day  of  October.  They  hinted  this  expedient,  in  hope  o9 
being  able  to  influence  the  ensuing  elections :  but  their 
design  being  palpable,  the  motion  was  overruled,  and  the 
bill  received  the  royal  assent :  a  court  of  exchequer,  fao%.i 
ever,  was  erected  in  Scodand  upon  the  model  of  that  in 
Eng^d*  The  execution  of  Gregg,  and  the  examination 
of  Valiere  and  Bara,  who  had  acted  as  smugglers  to  the 
coast  of  France,  under  the  protection  of  Harley,  to  whom 
they  engaged  for  intelligence,  affected  the  credit  of  diaft 
minister,  who  was  reviled  and  traduced  by  the  emissaiiea 
of  the  whig  party*  The  duke  of  Matiborougfa  and  the  eail 
of  Godolphtn,  being  apprised  of  his  secret  practices  with 
Mrs.  Masham,  wrote  to  the  queen,  that  they  could  serve 
her  no  longer,  should  Mr.  Harley  continue  in  tiie  poat  of 
secretary.  Being  summoned  to  the  cabinet  council,  tiiey 
waited  on  htr  in  person,  and  expostulated  on  the  sam^ 
subject.  She  endeavoured  to  appease  their  resentment 
with  soft  persuasion,  which  had  no  eflfect ;  and  when  they 
retired  from  court,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  the  speetatora, 
she  repaired  in  person  to  the  council.  There  Mr.  Secretary 
Harley  began  to  explain  the  cause  of  their  meeting,  which 
was  some  circumstance  relating  to  foreign  affairs.  The  duke 
of  Somerset  said  he  did  not  see  how  they  could  deliberate 
on  such  matters  while  the  general  and  treasurer  were  ab- 
sent :  the  other  members  observed  a  sullen  silence ;  so  that 
the  council  broke  up,  and  the  queen  found  herself  in  danger 
of  being  abandoned  by  her  ministers.  Next  day  her  ma- 
jesty sent  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  told  him  that 
Harley  should  immediately  resign  his  office,  which  was 
conferred  upon  Mr.  Henry  Boyle,  chancellor  of  the  ex« 
chequer :  but  she  deeply  resented  the  deportment  of  Ae 
duke  and  the  earl  of  Godolphin,  from  whom  she  entirely 
withdrew  her  confidence.  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  attorney 
general,  sir  Thomas  Mansel,  comptroller  of  the  hoosehold* 
and  Mr.  St.  John,  relinqubhed  their  several  posts  Upon 
the  disgrace  of  Harley. 

$  XXX.  The  kingdom  was  at  this  period  alarmed  with 
a  threatened  invasion  from  France.  The  court  of  8t»  Ger- 
mains  had  sent  over  one  colonel  Hook  with  credentiidB  t^ 
Scotland,  to  learn  the  situation,  number,  and  ability  of  the 
pretender's  friends  in  that  country.     This  minister^  by  his 
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miscoaduct,  produced  a  divisioa  among  die  Seottish  jaco* 
bites«  Being  a  creature  of  die  duke  of  Perdi,  he  attached 
Umsdf  wholly  to  the  duke  of  Atfaol,  and  those  other  zeal* 
Otts  paitftsatBS  who  were  bent  upon  receiving  the  pretender 
without  conditions :  and  he  neglected  the  diike  of  Hamilton, 
the  earl  nareachal,  and  other  adherents  of  tha^t  house,  who 
adopted  the  more  moderate  principles  avowed  by  the  e;irl 
of  Mtddletoo.  At  his  return  to  France,  he  made  such  a 
lavoorable  report  of  the  disposition  and  power  of  the  Scot- 
tish natiooy  that  Lewis  resolved  to  equip  an  armament,  and 
send  over  the  pretender  to  that  kingdom*  His  pretence 
was  to  establish  that  prince  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors : 
but  his  real  aim  was  to  make  a  diversion  from  the  Nether* 
lands,  and  excite  a  revolt  in  Great  Briuin,  which  should 
hinder  queen  Ann^  from  exerting  herself  against  France 
fXk  the  continent.  He  began  to  make  preparations  for  this 
expedition  at  Dunkirk,  where  a  squadron  was  assembled 
uakder  the  command  of  the  chevalier  de  Forbinf  and  a 
body  of  land  forces  were  embarked  with  monsieur  de  Gace, 
afterwards  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  mareschal  de 
Matjgnon.  The  pretender,  who  had  assumed  the  name  of 
the  chevalier  de  Su  George,  was  furnished  with  services  of 
gold  and  silver  plate,  sumptuous  tents,  rich  clothes  for  his  life- 
guards, splendid  liveries,  and  all  sorts  of  necessaries  even 
to  pn>fosion*  Lewis  at  parting  presented  him  with  a  sword 
stadded  with  valuable  diamonds,  and  repeated  what  he  had 
foormerlyjiaid  to  this  adventurer's.iather :  ^^  He  hoped  he 
^^  should  never  see  him  again*^'  TIic  pope  contributed  to 
the  expense  of  this  expedition,  and  accommoilated  him 
with  divers  religious  inscriptions,  which  were  wrought 
|tpoo  his  colours  and  standards.  Queen  Anne  being  in- 
iornsed  of  these  preparations,  and  the  design  of  the  French 
monarch,  communicated  to  the  commons  the  advices  which 
she  had  received  from  HoUapd  and  the  Netherlands,  touch- 
ing die  destination  of  the  Dunkirk  arnuiinent :  both  houses 
concurred  in  an  address,  assuring  her  they  would  assist  her 
Buyesly  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  against  the  pretended 
jmcfi  of  Wales,  and  all  her  oditr  enemies*  Then  they 
passed  a  bill,  enacgng,  that  the  oath  of  abjuration  should 
he  tendered  to  all  persox^s,  and  such  as  refused  to  take  it 
ihoidd  be   in  the  condition   of  convicted  recusants*     By 
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another,  th^y  suapended  the  habeas  corpus  act  till  October <» 
\^ith  relation  to  persons  apprehended  by  the  government  on 
suspicion  of  treasonable  practices.  The  pretender  and  his 
^idherents  were  proclaimed  traitors  and  rebels ;  and  a  bill 
was  passed,  discharging  the  clans  of  Scotland  from  all  vas^ 
ealage  to  those  chiefs  who  should  take  up  arms  against  her 
majesty.  Transports  were  hired  to  bring  over  ten  British 
battalions  from  Ostend :  a  large  fleet  being  equipped  with 
incredible  diligence,  sailed  from  Deal  towards  Dunkirk, 
under  the  conduct  of  sir  John  Leake,  sir  George  Byng,  and 
lord  Dursley.  The  French  imagined  that  Leake  had 
sailed  to  Lisbon,  and  that  Britain  was  unprovided  of  ships 
of  war;  so  that  they  were  amazed  and  confounded  when 
this  fleet  appeared  off  Mardyke :  a  stop  was  immediately 
put  to  the  embarkation  of  their  troops :  frequent  expresses 
were  despatched  to  Paris  :  the  count  de  Forbin  represent- 
ed to  the  French  king  the  little  probability  of  succeeding  in 
this  enterprise,  and  the  danger  that  would  attend  the  at- 
tempt :  but  he  received  positive  orders  to  embark  the 
forces,  and  set  sail  with  the  first  favourable  wind. 

$  XXXI.  The  British  fleet  being  forced  from  th^ir  sta- 
tion by  severe  weatlier  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  the 
French  squadron  sailed  on  the  seventeenth'  from  the  road 
of  Dunkirk ;  but  the  wind  shifting,  it  anchored  in- Newport 
pits  till  the  nineteenth  in  the  evening,  when  they  set  sail 
again  with  a  fair  breeze,  steering  their  course  for  Scotland. 
Sir  George  Byng  having  received  advice  of  their  departure, 
from  an  Ostend  vessel  sent  out  for  that  purpose  by  major 
general  Cadogan,  gave  chase  to  the  enemy,  after  having 
detached  a  squadron,  under  admiral  Baker,  to  convoy  the 
troops  that  were  embarked  at  Ostepd  for  England.  On  the 
tenth  day  of  March  the  queen  went  to  the  house  of  peers, 
where,  in  a  speech  to  both  houses,  she  told  them  that  the 
French  fleet  had  sailed ;  that  sir  George  Byng  was  in  pur* 
suit  of  them ;  and  that  ten  battalions  of  her  troops  were  ex- 
pected every  day  in  England.  This  intimation  was  followed 
by  two  very  warm  addresses  from  the  lords  and  commons, 
in  which  they  repeated  their  assurances  of  standing  by  her 
against  all  her  enemies.  They  exhopted  her  to  persevere 
in  supporting  the  common  cause,  notwithstanding  this  petty 
attempt  to  disturb  her  dominions  j  and  levelled  some  severe 
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oQskt  between  her  majesty  and  her  most  faithful  servants. 
Addresses  on  the.  same  occasion  were  sent  up  from  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  kingdom ;  so  that  the  queen  seemed  to 
look  with  contempt  upon  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  Several 
refpments  of  foot^  with  some  squadrons  of  cavalry,  began 
dieir  march  for  Scodand :  the  earl  of  Leven,  commander  in 
chief  of  the  finrces  in  that  country,  and  governor  of  the  cas-  - 
de  of  Edinburgh,  hastened^  thither  to  put  that  fortress  in  a 
posture  of  defence,  and  to  make  the  proper  lUspositions  to 
sppose  the  pretender  at  his  landing.  But  the  vigilance  of 
sir  George  Byng  rendered  all  these  precautipns  unnecessary* 
He  sailed  direcdy  to  the  Frith  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  ar- 
rived altoost  as  soon  as  the  enemy,  who  immediately  took 
the  advantage  of  a  land  breeze,  and  bore  away -with  all  the 
Mul  they  could  carry.  The  English  admiral  gave  chase;  and 
the  Salisbury  one  of  their  ships,  was  boarded  and  taken.  At 
ai^t  monsieur  de  Fourbin  altered  his  course,  so  that  next 
day  they  were  out  of  reach  of  the  English  squadron.  The 
pretender  desired  they  would  proceed  to  the  northward,  and 
bold  him  at  Inverness,  and  Fourbin  seemed  willing  to  gra- 
tify his  request :  but  the  wind  changing,  and  blowing  in 
their  teeth  with  great  violence,  he  represented  the  danger 
of  attempting  to  prosecute  the  voyage ;  and,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  and  his  general,  returned 
to  Dunkirk)  after  having  been  tossed  about  a  whole  month 
IB  very  tempestuous  weather.  In  the  mean  time,  sir  George 
Byng  sailed  up  to  Leith  road,  where  he  received  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  in  a  golden  box,  as  a  testimony 
of  gratitude  for  his  having  delivered  them  from  the  dread- 
ful apprehensions  under  which  they  laboured. 

$  XXXII.  Certain  it  is,  the  pretender  could  not  have 
chosen  a  more  favourable  opportunity  for  making  a  descent 
upon  Scotland.  The  people  in  general  were  disaffected  to 
the  government  on  account  of  the  union :  the  regular  troops 
under  Leven  did  not  exceed  five-and-twenty  hundred  men, 
and  even  great  part  of  these  would  in  all  probability  have 
joined  the  invader :  the  castle  of  Edinburgh  was  destitute 
of  ammunition,  and  would  in  all  appearance  have  surrep* 
deredat  the  first  summons;  in  which  case*  the  Jacobites 
must  have  been  masters  of  (he  equivalent  money  lodged  iff 
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fhat  fortroia :  a  good  wm/Hr  i^  pttidk  «hip|9  loiArd  vkli  ' 
cunnon,  small  arms,  ammimtnon^  and  a  large  sum  of  mo* 
Bey,  had  been  drircii  onshore  m  the  shire  of  Angus,  when 
they  vould  hare  been  seised  by  the  friends  of  ths  pretitn- 
der,  had  the  French  troops  hem  landed;  and  all  the  ad* 
lierents  of  that  hoi^e  were  reaidy  to  appear  in  arms.     In 
England,  such  a  demand  was  snade  upon  the  bank,  by  those 
who  favoured  the  tnvaaiQn,  and  those  who  dreaded  a  revo* 
luUoQ,  that  the  public  credit  seemed  to  be  in  danger.    The 
commons  resolved,  that  whoever  designedly  endeavoured 
to  destroy  or  lessen  the  public  credit,  especially  at  a  time 
when  the  kingdom  was  -  threatened  with  an  invasion,  was 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor*  a&d  an  enemy  to 
her  majesty  and  the  kingdom*'  The  lord  treasurer  signified 
to  the  directors  of  the  bank,  thi^  her  majesty  would  alloif 
for  six  montbff,  an  interest  of  six  per  cent«  upon  their  bills, 
which  was  double  th^  usual  rate ;  and  considerable  sums 
pf  money  were  offered  to  them  by  this  noUeman,  as  well  aa 
by  Ae  dulj^es  of  Marlborough,  Newcasde,  and  Somerset. 
Tkt  French,  Dutch,  and  Jewish  merchants^  whose  interest 
was  in  a  peculiar  manner  connected  with  the  safety  of  the 
bank,  exerted  ihetnseives  for  its  support  |  and  the  directors, 
iiaving  called  in  twenty  per  cent,  upon  their  capital  stock, 
were  enabled  to  answer  all  the  demands  of  the  timorous  and 
disaffected*     All  the  noblemen  and  persons  of  distinction 
in  Scotland,  suspected  of  an  attaclpnent  to  the  court  of  S%* 
Germains,  were  apprehended,'  and  either  imprisoned  in  the 
castle  of  J^dinburgh,  or  brought  up  to  LondtHi,  to  be  con* 
i&ned  in  the  Tower  or  in  Newgate.     Among  these  was  the 
duke  of  Hamilton,  who  found  means  to  make  bis  peace  with 
the  whig  ministers  if  and/ in  ^.  litde  time,  the  other  prisoners 
irere  ad^iitted  to  bail.^ 

ff  Borebet  ^re.  Bpyer.  lioekbart  Fenquleret.  DanieL  Hi«t  o(  the  duke 
^  Marfboniaxli.  Conduct  of  the  Diitehea  (n  Marlhorough.  Friend.  Burehet. 
llndal.  Liyes  of  the  Admirals.  Voltaire. 

h.T^e  OiuniMrty  (fa*  protestant%  from  the  CevemioiBy  having  made  their 
Cieape,'  and  repaired  to  Londfod,  aeqiiired  about  this  time  the  appellatioB  of  French 
prophets,  from  t|ietr  cnthutfastie  geiticulationa,  efluBoni,  aad  eonVolaont;  and 
cren  formed  a  ledt  of  their  eoontmnetf.  'J'he  French  refugees,  acand^zed  at 
Hieir  beha?ioiur,  "and  authorised  -  bjr  the  hiifaop  of  Loadoo,  aa  miperior  af  the 
French  eongregationa,  retolved  to  inquire  into  the  miavon  of  the^e  pretended  pro- 
phetBj  whose  names  were  Eliaa  Marion,  John  Cavalier,  and  Darand  Fage.  Ther 
«rere  declared  impostor*' and  counterfeits.  Notwithstanding  this  decisran,  t»hic]| 
%as  confirmed  by  the  bishops,  they  continued  their  assemblies  in  Soho,  under  th6 
^murtcnanat  oC  sir  Biahard  BoOdcy  and  John  Lacy.    They  reviled  the  tnhualen 
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$  XStXIli.  oil  ihe  flm  dajr  9i  April,  the  pirtiuiciit 
WAS  prot^gutd,  and  Uterwakls  dhtolved  by  prodanuttton* 
WriO  were  issued  ottt  for  new  tlectioDS,  tegetber  widi  a 
yroclMisti^n^  comtendittg  idl  die  peers  of  Nordi  Bri* 
mm  1^  Mse«iUe  at  Hdytoodhouse  ia  Edittbufgh,  on  die 
eerenteettth  dajr  of  June,  to  elect  eisteen  peers  to  refMreseni 
Aem  m  die  ettsoing  Bt ttish  parliaineiit^  pursuant  to  the 
twcnty-seeond  article  of  the  treaty  Of  unions  After  the 
dissolutioti  of  the  parliaaaeat,  thd  lords  Griflin^  Clermont, 
two  sdns  of  lh»  eart  of  Middletfnv  aad  several  Scottish  and 
Irish  oflkers,  who  had  been  taken  >bti  board  the  Salisbury^ 
were  brought  to  Londoa,  and  imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  or 
in  Newgate.  Lord  GriAn  being  attainted  by  outlawry^  for 
high  treason  coannitted  in  the  reign  of  king  WiUiam,  was 
hrought  to  the  bar  of  the  eoort  of  king's  bench,  and  a  ndo 
made  fer  his  execution ;  but  he  was  reprieved  from  aoontll 
to  month,  until  he  died  of  a  natural  death  in  prison*  The. 
privy  eooacil  of  Scotland  was  dissolved:  the  duke  o£ 
%ieelleberry  was  created  a  British  peer,  by  the  tide  of 
haron  of  Rippon,  marquis  of  Beverley,  and  duke  of  Dover; 
and  the  office  of  secretary  at  war,  vacant  by  the  resignation^ 
of  Henry  8t«  John,  was  bestowed  upon  Robert  Walpole,  a 
gendeman  who  had  rendered  himself  considerable  in  the 
house  of  commons,  and  whose  ednddct  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  mention  more  at  large  in  the  sequeh  About 
the  same  time^  a  piroclamation  was  issued  for  distributing 

•fdK  estaUidied  chtae^ :  tkey  ScBOiiBeed  jnteMQ|tai»UMi  tH«  mtj  of  LontfoA  I 
ted  Um  irhole  firilnli  ofttioo ;  and  pubUilies  tbeir  predietioo%  6ompo«ed  of  udib* 


leBisiUejarson.    Then  they  irere  prosecated  at  the  tepenie  of  the,  t^reneJi 

i^aBdktarheraoftliei  -"  '"  ^^      '"' 

•  par  a  fine  of  twentj  l , ._, , r- 

peiB  oa  tkor  brenrta  denoting  their  offcnee ;  a  Motenee  vhieh  vas  exeeoM 


9Xptioae  ot  the, 

akmhei^  aTdfltarhera  of  the  pohlie  peMe»  and  ialte  propoeti,    Thev  %erto  ten' 
tenecd  to  pav  a  fine  of  twenty  marhi  eaeby  and  Maud  twice  on.a  scaifoid».  with  pa- 


„  /  at  Charioe  Crot%  and  the  Royal  ExchwtgS. 

lAtheoonneof  thiayear,  Mr  Stanhopey  who  was  resident  fiiom  the  ({aees 
at  the  eoan  of  Cfaailee,  eoneloded  a  treaty  or  eommeree  with  this  monarch,  which 
wodM  here  proved  extreme^  advantageoot  tb  Great  Britain,  had  he  been  firmly 
MMUiahed  on  the  throne  of  Spain.  U  was  stipulated  that  the  English  itter^hantai 
slwMdd  e^|oy  the  privilege  of  importing  all  kmds  of  merohandiae  fitnn  the  eoaat  of 
Hm^fuj  into  the  marftnne  pbees  of  Spab,  without  ^'ing  any  higher  duty  thanK 
thiA  fterehaadiae  had  been  the  pi^Khiee  of  Great  Britain ;  and  thai  even  these  du« 
ties  ahoiild  not  he  paid  till  six  months  after  the  merehandlse  ahoold  he  landed  and 
add,  the  acarohanta  giving  seenrity  for  the  eostoms.  It  was  agreed  that  the  whole 
temmcree  of  the  Spnaiah  West  Indies  ahoold  be  earned  on  hy  a  joint  company  of 
SpanM^and  British  merehants;  and  In  (he  interim,  as  the  greater  part  of  that 
eountiy  was  in  ,the  handa  of  Pliitip,  hia  eonpctitor  eonaented  that  the  British  auh*' 
jeeta  aboold  trade  CreelT  in  alt  the  porta  of  the  Weat  Indies  with  tefi  ahii^a  of  five 
auadred  tons  cneh)  onder  soeh  eosvoy  aa  her  Britannpe  majesty  shonld  thjnk  fit  fO 
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prizes,  m,  certain  proportiong,:  to  th^dtffcrdit  oftcerd  and 
seamen  of  the  royal  navy ;  a  regulation  that  «tiU  preyaila.* 
$  XXXIV.  The  French  king,  not  at  aU  discouraged 
bty  the  miscarriage  of  his  projected  invasion^  resolved  to 
improve  the  advantages -he  had  gained  on  the  coAtinenc 
during  the  last  campaign,  and  indeed  he  nuide  efforts  that 
were  altogether  incredible,  considering  the  consumptive 
state  of  his  finances.^  He  assembled  a  prodigious  army  in 
the  Netherlands  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Bur'"- 
gundy,  assisted  by  Vendome,  and  accompanied  by  the 
duke  of  Berry  and  the  chevalier  de  St.  George.  The 
elector  of  Bavaria  was  destined  to  the  command  of  the 
troops  upon  the  Rhine,  where  he  was  seconded  jby  the  duke 
of  Berwick ;  and  the  mareschal  de  Villeroy  was  sent  to 
conduct  the  forces  in  Dauphine.  About  the  latter  end  of 
March,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  repaired  to  the  Hague, 
where  he  was  met  by  prince  Eugene :  these  two  celebrated 
generals  conferred  with  the  pensionary  Heinsius,  and  th^ 
deputies  of  the  states  generals  Then  they  made  an  ex« 
cursion  to^  Hanover,  where  they  prevailed  upon  the  elector 
to  be  satisfied  with  acting  upon^xthe  defensive  in  his  com- 
mand on  the  Rhine,  and  spare  part  of  his  forces,  that  the 
confederates  might  be  enabled  to  make  vigorous  efforts  in 
the  Netherlands.  The  prince  proceeded  to  Vienna,  and 
the  du^e  immediately  returned  to  Flanders,  where  he  as« 
sembled  the  army  towards  the  lattef  end  of  May.     On  the 

i  Before  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  a  ycry  dai;ing  enterprise  was  formed  by 
One  colopcl  Queinterh,  a  partisan  in  the  Imperial  $tmj.  This  man  laid  a  scheme 
for  carrying  oif  the  dauphin  of  France  from  the  eouit  of  Versailles.  He  selected 
thirty  ^en  of  approved  valour  for  this  undertaking.  He  prociured  pM^^  ^i^ 
them,  find  they  rendezvoused  in  the  neighboarhood  of  Paris.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  tff  March,  in  the  evening/he  and  his  accomplices  stopped  a  coach  and 
six,  with  the  king's  liveries,  and  arrested  the  person  who  was  in  it,  on  the  suppo* 
sition  of  his  being  a  prince  of  the  blood.  It  was  however  M.  de  Berringhen,  theT 
king's  first  equciTy.  This  oflHeer  they  mounted  on  a  spare  horse,  and  set  out  for 
the  Low  Countries :  but,  being  little  acquainted  with  the  roads,  they  did  not  rHtsh 
Chantilly  till  next  morning,  when  they  heard  the  toxen,  or  alarih  bell,  and  thenoe 
concluded  that  detachments  were  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  tfaem.  Nevertheleaa^  they 
proeeeded  boldly,  and  would  certainly  have  carried  the  point,  had  not  Queintem 
halted  three  hours  for  the  refreshment  of  bis  prisoner,  who  complained  of  hU 
being  indisposed.  Me  likewise  procured  a  chaise,  and  wdered  the  back  of  it  to 
be  lowered  for  hia  convenience.  These  acts  of  han)anity  retarded  him  so  much, 
.that  he  was  overtaken  by  a  detachment  of  horse  at  Mam,  within  three  hours*  ride 
of  a  place  of  satety.  Finidlng  himself  surrounded,  he  thought  proper  to  surrender, 
and  M.  de  fierringhen  treated  him  with  great  generosity,  for  the  civilities  he  had 
cxi>erienced  at  his  hands.  He  carried  him. back  to  Venailles,  and  lodged  him  in 
his  own  apartments.  Madame  de  Berrin^en  made  him  a  considerable  present ; 
and  the  kmg  ordered  him  and  bis  companMMis  to  be  dfacharged,  on  aecount-of  the 
courage  ami  humanity  tiie;*  had  dispUyed.  *  Au.  1708. 
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iwenty^fiftb  day  of  that  roonth,^  th^  dulce  de  Vcndome 
marched  to  Soignies^  and  posted  himself  within  three 
leagues  of  the  confederates,  who  were  encamped  at  Billing- 
hen  and  Halle.  Theduke  of  Marlborough  having  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  on  their  march  by  Bois 
Seigneur  Isaac  to  Brain  la  Leuwe,  concluded  their  intention 
was  to  take  post  on  the  banks  of  the  .  Duele,  to  hinder  the 
allies  ftom  passing  that  river,  and  to  occupy  Louvaine. 
He,  therefore,  commanded  the  army  to  march  all  night, 
and  OB  the  third  day  of  June  encamped  at  Terbank,  general 
d'Auverqjaerque  fixing  his  quarters  in  the  suburbs  of  Lou- 
vaine, while  the  French  advanced  no  farther  than  Genap 
and  Arain.la  LeuWe.  As  they  were  more  numerous  than 
the  confedei^tes,  and  headed  by  a  prince  of  the  blood,  the 
generals  of  the  allies  lit  first  expected  that  they  would 
hazard  a  battle:  but  their  scheme  was.  to  retrieve  by" 
stratagem  the  places  they  had  lost  in  Flanders.  The  elector 
of  Bavaria  had  rendered  himself  extremely  popular  in  the 
great  towns :  the  count  de  Bergeyck,  who  had  considerable 
interest  among  them,  was  devoted  to  the  house  of  Bour- 
bon :  the.  inhabitants  of  th6  great  cities  were  naturally  in- 
constant and  mutinous,  and  particularly  dissatisfied  with  . 
the  Dutch  government.  The  French  generals  resolved  to 
profit  by  these  circumstances.  A  detachment  of  their 
troopff,  under  the  brigadiers  la  Faille  and  Pasteur,  surprised 
the  city  of  Ghent,  in  which  theft  was  no  garrison.:  at  the  ^ 
same  time  the  count  de  la  Motte,  wi(h  a  strong  body  of 
forces,  appeared  before  Bruges,  which  was  surrendered  tq 
him  without  opposition :  then  he  made  a  fruitless  attempt 
upon  Damme,  and  marched  to  the  litde  fort  of  Plassendhal,  • 
which  he  took  by  assault.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  was 
no  sooner  apprised  of  the  enemy's  having  sent  a  strong 
detlachment  towards  Tubtze,  than  he  marched  from  Ter- 
bank, passed  the  canal,  and  encamped  at  Anderlech.  The 
French  crossed  the  Senne  at  Hall^  and  Tubize,  and  the. 
allies  resolved  to  attack  them  next  morning :  but  the  enemy 
passed  the  Dender  in  the  night  with  great  expedition ;  and 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  next  day  encamped  at.  Asche^ 
where  he  was  joined  by  prince  Eugene,  who  had  marched 
with  a  considerable  reinfcMrcement.of  Germans  from  the 
Moselle.     The  enemy  understanding  that  this  general  was 
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on  his  ikiatch,  determined  to  reduce  Oudenarde,  the  only 
pass  on  the  Schelde  possessed  by  the  confederates:  and 
invested  it  on  the  ninth  day  of  July,  hoping  to  subdue  it 
before  the  allies  could  be  reinforced.  Tl^e  duke  of  Marl- 
borough was  immediately  in  motion,  and  made  a  surprising 
mareh  from  Asche,  as  far  as  Herselingen^  where  he  was 
joined  by  the  reinforcement.  Then  he  took  possession  of 
the  strong  camp  at  Lessines,  which  the  French  had  intended 
to  occupy,  in  order  to  cover  the  siege  of  Oudenarde. 

$  XXXV.  Thus  disappointed,  the  French  generals 
altered  their  resolution,  abandoned  Oudenarde,  and  began 
to  pass  the  Schelde  at  Gavre.  The  two  generals  of  the 
confederates  were  bent  upon  bringing  them  to  an  engage- 
ment. Cadogan  was  sent  with  sixteen  battalions  and  eight 
squadron^  to  repair  the  roads,  and  throw  bridges  over  the 
Schelde  below  Oudenarde.  The  army  was  in  motion  at 
eight  o'clock,  and  marched  with  such  expedition,  that  by 
two  m  the  afternoon  the  horse  had  reached  the  bridges  over 
which  Cadogan  and  his  detachment  were  passing.  The 
enemy  had  posted  seven  battalions  in  the  village  of  Hey- 
aem,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Schelde,  and  the  French 
household  troops  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the 
adjacent  plain,  opposite  to  a  body  of  troops  under  major 
general  Rantzaw,  who  were  posted  behind  a  rivulet  Aat- 
ran  into  the  river.  The  duke  de  Vendome  intended  to 
attack  the  confederates  when  one  half  of  their  army  should 
have  passed  the  Schelde;  but  he  was  thwarted  by  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  who  seemed  to  be  perplexed  and  irres- 
olute. This  prince  had  ordered  the  troops  to  halt  in  their 
march  to  Gavre,  as  if  he  had  not  yet  formed  any  resolution ; 
and  now  he  recalled  the  squadrons  from  the  plain,  deter- 
mined to  avoid  a  battle.  Vendome  remonstrated  against 
this  conduct,  and  the  dispute  continued  till  three  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  greater  part  of  the  allied  army  had 
passed  the  Schelde  without  opposition.  Then  the  duke  of' 
Burgundy  declared  for  an  engagement,  and  Vendome  sub- 
mitted to  his  opinion  with  great  reluctance,  as  the  oppor- 
tunity was  now  lost,  and  the  army  unformed.  Major 
general  Grimaldi  was  ordered  to  attack  Rantzaw  with  the 
horse  of  the  king's  household,  who,  finding  the  rivulet 
marshy,  refused  to  charge,  and  retired  to  the  right.  Mean- 
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whik  Cadpgaa  attieked  the  village  of  Heyxn^n,  which-he 
took  with  three  of  the  seycn  battalionB  by  which  it  was 
guarded.  Rantzaw  passing  the  rivulet,  advanced  ioto  the 
pltuBi  aod  drove  before  him  several  squfidrons  of  the  enemy* 
lathis  attack  the  electoral  prince  of  Hanover,  his  late 
majesty  George  II.  charged  at  the  head  of  Bulau^s  dra* 
gooDS  with  great  intrepidity.  Hifi  horse  was  shot  under 
him,  apd  colonel. Laschky  killed  by  his  side.  Divers  . 
French  regiments  were  entirely  broken,  and  a  good  uum- 
iter  of  officers  and  standards  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Hanoverians.  The  confederates  continued  still  passing 
the  river :  but  few  or  none  of  the  infantry  were  come  up 
jUll  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  duke  of  Argylc  arrived 
with  twenty  battalions,  which  immediately  sustained  a 
.vtgorous>  assault  from  the  enemy.  By  thb  time  the  Ftench 
were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle;  and  the  allies  being 
formed  as  they  passed  the  river,  both  armies  were  engaged 
througl^  the  whole  e^^tent  of  their  lines  about  seven  in  the 
evenings  Europe  had  not  for  many  years  produced  two  such 
noUe  armies ;  above  one  hundred  general  officers  appeared 
in  the  fieldf  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  colonels  fought  at 
the  bead  pf  their  respective  regiments.  The  number  of 
the  French  exceeded  that  of  the  allies  by  twelve  thousand : 
but  their  generals  were  divided ;  their  forces  ill  disposed ; 
and  the  men  dispirited  by  the  uninterrupted  success  of 
their  adversaries.  They  seemed  from  the  beginning  averse 
to  an  engagement,  and  acted  in  hurry  and  trepidation. 
Nevertheless,  the  action  was  mdntained  until  general 
d'Auverquerque  and  count  Tilly,  who  commanded  on  the 
left  of  the  aUies,  obliged  the  right  of  the  enemy  to  give 
ground ;  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  with  count  Oxienstero, 
attacked  them  in  flank  with  the  Dutch  infantry.  Then  they 
began  to  give  way,  and  retired  in  great  confusion.  Tl«s 
duke  de  Vendome,  alighting  from  his  horse,  rallied  the 
broken  battalions,  called  the  officers  by  name,  conjured 
them  to  maintain  the  honour  of  their  country,  and  animated 
the  men  with  his  voice  and  example.  But  notwithstanding 
all  his  endeavours,  thqy  were  forced  back  among  the  enclo- 
sures in  great  confusion.  Some  regiments  were  cut  in 
pieces :  others  desired  to  capitulate ;  and  if  the  darkness 
had  not  interposed,  their  whole  army  would  have  been 

/. 
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ruined.  The  night  coming  on^  so  that  Itbecatne  impossible 
to  distinguish  friends  from*  enemies,  the  two  generals  or* 
dered  the  troops  to  cease  firing,  and  the  enemy  took  this 
opportunity  of  escaping  by  the  road  which  leads  from 
Oudenarde  to  Client*  The  duke  de  Vendome  seeing  the 
French  forces  flying  in  the  utmost  terror  and  precipitation, 
formed  a  rearguard  of  about  five-and-twenty  squadrons, 
and  as  many  battalions,  with  which  he  secured  the  retreat. 
To-  this  precaution  the  safety  of  their  army  was  entirely 
owing;  for  at  daybreak  the  duke  of  Marlborough  sent  a 
large  detachment  of  horse,  and  foot,  under  the  lieutenant 
generals  Bulau  and  Lumley,  to  pursue  the  fugitives:  but 
the  hedges  and  ditches  that  skirted  the  road  were  lined  with 
the  French  grenadiers  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  cavalry 
could  not  form,  and  they  were  obliged  to  desist.  The 
French  reached  Ghent  about  eight  in  the  morning,  and 
marching  through  the  city,  encamped  at  Lovendegen  on 
the  canal.  There  they  thought  proper  to  cast  up  intrenph- 
ments^  upon  which  they  planted  their  artillery,  which  they 
had  left  at  Gavre  with  their  heavy  baggage*  '  Above  three 
thousand  wer^  slain  on  the  field  of  battle ;  two  thousand 
deserted;  and  about  seven  thousand  were  taken,-  including 
a  great  number  of  officers,-  together  with  ten  pieces  of  c|in- 
non,  alcove  an  hundred  standards  and  colours,  and  fotir 
thousand  horses.  .The  loss  of  the  allies  did  not  amount  to 
two  thousand  men;  nor  was  one  officer  of  distinction 
killed  on 'their  side  during  the  whole  engagement.^  After 
the  confederates  had  rested  two  days  on  the  field  of  batde, 
a  detachment  was  ordered  to  level  the  French  lines  between 
Ypres  and  the  Lys :  another  was  sent  to  raise  contributions 
as  far  as  Arras :  they  ravaged  the  country,  and  struct 
terror  even  into  the  city  of  Paris.  While  the  allies  plun- 
dered the  province  of  Picardy,  a  detachment  from  the 
French  army,  under  the  chevalier  de  Rozen,  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  Dutch  Flanders,  broke  through  the  lines  of 
Bervilet,  which  had  been,  left  unguarded,  and  made  a 
descent  upon  the  island  of  Cadsandt,  which  they  laid  under 
contribution. 

k  Among  the  officei's  who  were  cngajrad  in  this  battle*  old  general  d'Aavcr- 
<)aerqfue  and  the  duke  of  Argyle  distingiiiuied  themselvca  br  the  most  cxtraordt- 
nary  valoar  and  aetivitj. 
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$  XXXVL  The  generak  of  the  allies  now  undertook 
an  eQterprise^whichy  in  the  opinion  of  the  French  generals, 
savoured  of  rashness  and  inconsiderate  self-sufficiency. 
This  was  the  siege  of  Lisle,  the  strongest  town  in  Flanders, 
provided  with  ali  necessaries,  store  of  ammunition,  and  a 
garriaon*  reinforced  with  one-and-twenty  battalions  of  the 
beat  troops  in  France,  commanded  by  martfschal  de  Bouf- 
flers  in  person.  But  these  were  not  the  principal  difficulties 
which  the  allies  encountered.  The  enemy  had  cut  off  the 
communication  between  them  and  their  magazines  at  Ant- 
werp and  Sas-Fan-Ghent :  so  that  they  were  obliged  to 
bring  their  convoys  from  Ostend  along  a  narrow  causeway, 
exposed  to  the  attack  of  an  army  more  numerous  than  that 
with  which  they  sat  down  before  Lisle.  On  the  thirteenth  of 
August  it  was  invested  on  one  side  by  prince  Eugene,  and 
on  the  other  by  the  prince  of  Orange  Nassau,  stadtholder 
of  Friesland ;  while  the  duke  of  Marlborough  encamped  at 
Helchin,  to  cover  the  siege.  The  trenches  were  opened  on 
the  twenty-second  day  of  August,  and  carried  on  with  that 
vigour  and  alacrity  which  is  always  inspired  by  victory  and 
success.  The  dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Vendoroe  being  now 
joined  by  the  duke  of  Berwick,  resolved,  if  possible,  to  re- 
lieve the  place ;  and  made  several  marches  and  counter* 
marches  for  this  purpose.  Marlborough  being  apprised 
of  their  intention,  marched  out  of  his  lines  to  give  them 
batde^  being  reinforced  by  a  considerable  body  of  troops 
from  the  siege,  including  Augustus  king  of  Poland^  and  the 
landgrave  of  Hesse,  as  volunteers  :  but  the  enemy  declined 
an  engagement,  and  the  allies  returned  to  their  camp,  which 
they  fortified  with  an  intrenchment.  On  the  seventh,  day 
of  September,  the  besiegers  took  by  assault  the  counter- 
scarp of  Lisle,  after  an  obstinate  action,  in  which  they  lost 
a  thousand  men.  The  French  generals  continued  to 
hover  about  the  camp  of  the  confederates,  which  they  actu- 
ally cannonaded;  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  again 
formed  his  army  in  order  of  battle :  but  their  design  was 
only  to  harass  the  allies  with  continual  alarms,  and  interrupt 
the  operations  of  the  siege.  I'hey  endeavoured  to  surprise 
the  town  of  Aeth,  by  means  of  a  secret  correspondence  with 
the  inhabitants :  but  the  conspiracy  was  discovered  before 
it  took   effect.     Then  they  cut^oif  all  communication  b^'^ 
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tween  the  besiegers  and  the  Schelde,  the  banks  of  which 
they  fortified  with  strong  intrenchments,  and  a  prodigious 
number  of  cannon  ;  so  that  now  all  the  stores  and  necessaries 
were  sent  to  the  camp  of  the  confederates  from  Ostend. 
On  the  twenty- first  day  of  Septehiber,  prince  Eugene,  who 
was  in  the  trenches,  seeing  the  troops  driven  by  the  enemy 
from  a  lodgment  they  had  made  on  the  counterscarp  of  the 
Tenaille,  rallied  and  led  them  back  to  the  charge  :  but  be- 
ing wounded  over  the  left  eye  with  a  musket  shot,  he  was 
obliged  to  retire,  and  for  some  days  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough sustained  the  whole  command,  both  in  the  siege 
and  of  the  covering  army.  On  the  twenty-third  the  Te- 
naille  was  stormed,  and  a  lodgment  made  along  the  covered 
way*  Mareschal  Boufflcrs  having  found  means  to  inform 
the  duke  de  Vendome  that  his  ammuQition  was  almost 
expended,  this  general  detached  the  chevalier  de  Luxem^ 
bourg,  with  a  body  of  horse  and  dragoons,  to  supply  the 
place  with  gunpowder,  every  man  carrying  a  bag  of  forty 
pounds  upon  the  crupper.  They  were  discovered  in  pas- 
sing through  the  camp  of  the  allies,  and  pursued  to  the 
barrier  of  the  town,  into  which  about  three  hundred  were 
admitted :  but  a  great  number  were  killed  by  the  confe- 
derates, or  miserably  destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  the 
powder  which  they  carried. 

§  XXXVII.  The  next  attempt  of  the  French  generals 
was  to  intercept  a  convoy  from  Ostend.  The  count  de  la 
Mottc  marched  from  Ghent,  with  about  two-and-twenty 
thousand  men,  to  attack  this  convoy,  which  was  guarded 
by  six  thousand  of  the  allies,  commanded  by  major  general 
Webb.  This  officer  made  such  an  admirable  disposition  by 
the  wood  of  Wynendale,  and  received  the  enemy  with  such 
a  close  fire,  that,  after  a  very  warm  action,  that  lasted  two 
hours,  they  retired  in  the  utmost  confusion,  notwithstanding 
their  great  superiority  in  number,  leaving  six  thousand  men 
killed  upon  the  field  of  battle ;  the  loss  of  the  allies  not  ex- 
ceeding nine  hundred  and  twelve  officers  and  scJdiers.  This 
was  the  most  honourable  exploit  performed  during  the 
whole  war,  and  of  such  consec^uence  to  the  confederates, 
that  if  the  convoy  had  been  taken,  the  siege  must  have  been 
raised.  The  duke  de  Vendome  ordered  the  dikes  between 
Truges  and  Newport  to  be  cut,  so  as  to  lay  the  whole  coun- 
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try  under  water,  in  hopes  of  destroying  the  communication 
between  Ostend  and  the  camp  of  the  confederates  ;  and, 
after  a  regular  siege,  he  took  colonel  Cauliield,  and  a  body 
of  British  troops  posted   in   the   village  of  Leffingen,  by 
whose  means  the  convoys  had  been  forwarded  to  the  duke 
•f    Marlborough.      On   the    twenty-second   of    October, 
marescha!  Boufflers  desired  to  capitulate  for  the   town  of 
Lisle :   next  day  the  articles  were  signed :   on  the  twenty'^ 
fifth  the  allies  took  possession  of  the  place,  and  the  msure^- 
schal  retired  into  the  citadel  with  the  remains  of  his  garrison, 
which,  from  twelve  thousand,  was  reduced  to  less  than  the 
half  of  that  number.     A  negotiation  was  begun  for  the  sur- 
render of  die  citadel :  but  BoufBers  made  such  extravagant 
demands  as  were  rejected  with  disdain.     Hostilities  were 
renewed  on  the  twenty-ninth   day  of  the  month ;    and  the 
earl  of  Stair  was  detached  to  provide  corn  for  the  army  in 
the  districts  of  Fumes  and  Dixmude.    During  these  trans- 
actions, velt  mareschal  d'Auverquerque  died  at  Rousse- 
laer,  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  after  having,  in 
above   thirty  campaigns,  exhibited  innumerable  proofs  of 
uncommon  courage,  abiht}',  and  moderation.     The  duke  de 
Vendome  did  not  despair  of  obliging  the  confederates  to 
abandon  their  enterprise :  the  French  ministers  at  Rome  and 
Venice  publicly  declared  the  allied  army  was  cooped  up  in 
such  a  manner,  that  it  must  either  raise   the   siege   or   be 
famished.     The  elector  of  Bavaria,  with  a  detachment  of 
ten  thousand  men,  marched  to  Brussels,  and  attacked  the 
counterscarp  with  incredible  fury  ;  but  was  repulsed  by  the 
garrison  under  the  command  of  general  Paschal,  and  retired 
with  precipitation,  when  he  understood   that  the   duke   of 
Marlborough  was  in   motion  to  relieve  the  place.     This 
nobleman  and  prince   Eugene   no  sooner  understood  the 
danger  to  which  Brussels  was  exposed,  than  they  marched 
with  the  covering  army  to  the  Schelde,  which  they  passed 
on  pontoons  without  opposition,  notwithstanding  the  for- 
midable works  which  the  French  had  raised.     They  now 
abandoned  them  with  precipitation,  to  the  surprise  of  the 
confederates,  who  had  laid  their  account  with  the  loss  of 
a  thousand  men  in  the  attack.     Having  passed  the  river  be*- 
tween  £skenaife  and  Hauterive,  as  well  as  at  other  places, 
they  marched,  to   Oudenarde,  where  they  received  intelll- 
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gence  diat  the  elector  had  retreated*  Then  prbce  Eugene 
returned  to  Lisle,  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  proceeded 
to  Brussels,  where  be  was  received  with  joy  apd  acclama* 
tion*  He  afterwards  took  post  at  Oudonarde,  so  as  to 
maintain  a  communication  with  prince  Eugene* 

§  XXXVIIL  The  besiegers  having  made  lodgmenta 
and  raised  batteries  on  the  second  counterscaqi  of  the  dta;* 
del,  sent  a  message  to  Boufflers,  intimating,  chat  if  he  wOuU 
surrender  before  the  opening  of  the  batteries,  he  shoold 
have  an  honourable  capitulation :  otherwise  he  and  his  gar- 
rison must  be  made  prisoners  of  war.  He  chose  to  avoid 
the  last  part  of  the  alternative :  hostages  were  exchanged  on 
the  eighth  day  of  December,  and  the  articles  signed  on  the 
tenth ;  when  the  mareschal  and  his  garrison  marched  out 
with  the  honours  of  war,  and  were  conducted  to  Douajr. 
In  this  great  enterprise,  spirit  and  perseverance  made 
amends  for  want  of  foresight  and  skill,  which  was  flagrant 
on  the  side  of  the  confederates ;  yet  their  success  was  owing 
in  a  great  measure  to  the  im[M-oviden€e  and  misconduct  of 
the  besieged.  The  French  generals  never  dreamed  tliat 
the  allies  would  attempt  any  thing  of  consequence  after  the 
reduction  of  Lisle,  considering  the  advanced  season  of  the 
year,  and  therefore  they  returned  to  Paris,  after  having 
disU'ibuted  their  army  into  winter  quarters.  But  tlietr 
indefatigable  antagonists  were  determined  to  strike  another 
stroke  of  importance  before  their  forces  should  separate* 
On  the  twentieth  day  of  December  (hey  invested  the  city 
of  Ghent  on  all  sides ;  and^on  the  thirtiedi,  when  the  bat* 
teries  were  ready  to  open,  the  count  de  la  Motte,  who 
commanded  the  garrison,  desired  to  capitulate.  On  the 
third  day  of  the  next  month  he  marched  out  with  thirty 
battalions  and  sixteen  squadrons,  which  were  conducted  to 
Toumay  :  while  the  duke  of  Argyle,  with  six  British  bat* 
talions,  took  possession  of  the  town  and  citadel.  Then  the 
enemy  abandoned  Bruges,  Plassendahl,  and  Leffengen  ;  and 
the  generals  of  the  allies,  having  settled  the  plan  of  winter 
quarters,  repaired  to  Holland,  leaving  the  forces  under  the 
command  of  count  Tilly.  The  French  king  was  confounded 
and  dismayed  at  these  conquests  in  the  Netherlands.  Nor 
was  he  easy  on  the  side  of  Daupbine :  in  spite  of  all  the 
vigilance  and  activity  of  Villau-s,  the  duke  of  Sftvoy  made 
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himtclf  master  of  the  important  fortfetscs  of  Exillcs,  La 
Pcrouae,  the  valley  of  St*  Martm,  and  Penestrells;  so 
diat  by  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  had  secured  a  barrier 
to  his  own  frontiers ;  and  opened  a  way  into  the  French 
provinces,  after  having  made  a  diversion  in  favour  of  king 
Chaiies,  by  obliging  the  enemy  to  send  a  strong  detach*^ 
nent  from  Roustllon  to  the  assistance  of  Villars. 

$  XXXIX*  The  campaign  in  Catalonia  was  productive 
of  a  great  event*  Count  Guido  de  Staremberg  arrived  at 
Barcelona  on  the  last  day  of  April :  but  the  Imperial  troops 
brought  from  Italy  by  admiral  Leake  did  not  land  in  time 
to  relieve  Tortosa,  which  the  doke  of  Orleans  besieged  and 
took,  together  with  Denia,  the  garrison  of  which  were 
made  prisoners  of  war,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation* These  losses,  however,  were  abundantly  made  up 
to  the  allies  by  the  conquest  of  Sardinia  and  Minorca.  Sir 
John  Leake,  having  taken  on  board  a  handful  of  troops, 
under  the  conduct  of  the  marquis  d'Alconzel,  set  sail  for 
CagKari,  and  summoned  the  viceroy  to  submit  to  king 
Charles*  As  he  did  not  send  an  immediate  answer,  the 
admiral  began  to  bombard  the  city,  and  the  inhabitants 
compelled  him  to  suirender  at  discretion*  The  greater 
part  of  the  garrison  enlisted  themselves  in  the  service  of 
Charies*  The  deputies  of  the  states  being  assembled  by 
the  nuirquis  d^Alconzel,  acknowledged  that  prince  as  their 
sovereign,  and  agreed  to  furnish  his  army  with  thirty  thou* 
sand  sacks  of  com,  which  were  accordingly  transported  to 
Catalonia,  where  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of  provision* 
Major  general  Stanhope  having  planned  the  conquest  of 
Minorca,  and  concerted  with  the  admiral  the  measures  ne* 
cessaiy  to  put  it  in  execution,  obtained  from  count  Starem* 
berg  a  few  battalions  of  Spaniards,  Italians,  and  Portu- 
guese :  at  the  head  of  these  he  embarked  at  Barcelona  with 
a  fine  train  of  British  artillery,  accompanied  by  brigadier 
Wade  and  colonel  Petit,  an  engineer  of  great  reputation* 
They  landed  on  the  island  about  two  miles  from  St.  Phi* 
lip's  ftnt,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  August,  with  about  eight 
handred  marines,  which  augmented  their  number  to  about 
three  thousand*  Next  day  they  erected  batteries ;  and  ge* 
nenl  Stanhope  ordered  a  number  of  arrows  to  be  shot  into 
the  place,  to  which  papers  were  afiixjcd,  written  in  the 
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Spanish  and  French  languages,  containing  direatt,  that  all 
the  garrison  should  be  sent  to  the  mines,  if  they  would  not 
surrender  before  the  batteries  were  finished.  The  gsuirtson 
consisted  of  a  diousand  Spa.niards  and  six  hundred  French 
marines,  commanded  by  colonel  la  Jonqui;*e,  who  imagined 
that  the  number  of  the  besiegers  amounted  to  at  least  ten 
thousand,  so  artfully  had  they  been  drawn  up  in  sight  of 
the  enemy.  The  batteries  began  to  play,  and  in  a  little 
time  demolished  four  towers  that  served  as  outworks  to  the 
fort:  then  they  made  a  breach  in  the  outward  wall,  through 
which  brigadier  Wade,  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  stormed 
a  redoubt,  with  such  extraordinary  valour  as  struck  the  be- 
sieged with  consternation.  On  the  second  or  third  day  they 
thought  proper  to  beat  a  parley,  and  capitulate,  on  con- 
dition, that  they  should  march  out  with  the  honours  of 
war:  that  the  Spaniards  should  be  transferred  to  Murcia, 
and  the  French  to  Toulon-  These  last,  however,  were 
detained,  by  way  of  reprisal  for  the  garrison  of  Denia* 
The  Spanish  governor  was  so  mortified  when  he  leiuiied 
the  real  number  of  the  besiegers,  that  on  his  arrival  at 
Murcia  he  threw  himself  out  of  a  window  in  despair,  and 
was  killed  upon  the  spot.  La  Jonquire  was  confined  for 
life,  and  all  the  French  officers  incurred  their  master's  .dts> 
pleasure.  Fort  St.  Philip  being  thus  reduced,  to  the 
amazement  of  all  Europe,  and  the  garrison'  of  Port  Fot<^ 
nelles  having  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  to  the  ad- 
mirals Leake  and  Whitaker,  the  inhabitants  gladly  submitted 
to  the  English  government,  for  king  Philip  had  oppressed 
and  deprived  them  of  their  privileges :  general  Stanhope 
appointed  colonel  Petit  governor  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  and 
deputy  governor  of  the  whole  island.  After  this  important 
conquest  he  returned  to  the  army  in  Spain,  where  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  to  surprise  Tortosa  finished  the  operations 
of  the  campaign. 

^  XL*  The  British  fleet  not  only  contributed  to  the  re- 
duction of  Minorca,  but  likewise  overawed  the  pope,  who 
had  endeavoured  to  form  a  league  of  the  princes  in  Italy 
against  the  emperor.  This  pontiff  had  manifested  his  par- 
tiality to  the  house  of  Bourbon  in  such  a  palpal)le  manner, 
that  his  Imperial  majesty  ordered  monsieur  de  Bonneval  to 
march  with  the  troops  that  were  in  Italy,  reinforced  by 
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those  belonging  to  the  dake'  of  Modena,  and  invade  die 
dutchy  of  Ferrara.  He  accordingly  took  poMession  of 
Coraachio  and  some,  other  places,  pretending  they  vrere 
allodial  estates  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Modena,  and  fiefs 
of  the  emperor,  to  which  the  holy  see  had  no  lawful  claim. 
The  viceroy  of  Naples  was  forbid  to  remit  any  money  to 
Rome;  and  the  council  of  the  kingdom  drew  up  a  long 
memorial,  containing  the  pretensions  of  his  catholic  mS'^ 
jesty,  which  struck  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  pope's 
tem^ral  power.  His  holiness  wrote  a  long  remonstrance 
to  the  emperor,  on  the  injustice  of  those  proceedings,  and 
declared  that  he  would  assert  his  cause  though  he  should 
lose  his  life  in  the  contest*  He  forthwith  began  to  raise 
an  army,  and  revived  a  plan  of  forming  a  league  among 
the  princes  and  states  of  Italy  for  their  mutual  defence. 
Sir  John  Leake  bad  received  orders  to  bombard  Civlta 
Vecchia,  in  resentment  for  the  pope's  having  countenanced 
the  pretender's  expedition  to  Great  .Britain,  but  as  the 
emperor  and  duke  of  Savoy  hoped  to  effect  an  accom- 
modation with  the  court  of  Rome,  they  prevailed  upon 
the  English  admiral  to  suspend  hostilities  until  they  should 
have  tried  the  method  of  negotiation.  The  marquis  de 
Prie,  a  Piedmontese  nobleman,  was  sent  as  ambassador  to 
Rome ;  but  the  pope  would  not  receive  him  in  that  quality. 
Elated  with  the  promises  of  Frapce,  he  set  the  emperor  at 
defiance ;  and  his  troops  having  surprised  a  body  of  Impe- 
rialists, were  so  barbarous  as  to  cut  them  all  in  pieces. 
The  duke  of  Savoy  having  ended  the  campaign,  the  troops 
of  die  emperor,  which  had  served  under  that  prince,  were 
ordered  to  march  into  the  papal  territories,  and  drove  the 
forces  of  his  holiness  before  them,  without  any  regard  to- 
number.  Bologna  capitulated :  and  Rome  began  to  trem- 
ble with  the  appcehenaion  of  being  once  more  sacked  by  a 
German  army.  Then  the  pope's  courage  failed ;  he  was 
glad  to  admit  the  marquis  de  Prie  as  envoy  from  the  em- 
peror. He  consented  to  disband  his  new  levies ;  to  accom- 
modate the  Imperial  troops  with  winter  quarters  in  the 
papal  territories ;  to  grant  the  investiture  of  Naples  to  king 
Charles ;  and  to  allow  at  all  times  a  passage  to  the  Imperial 
troops  through  his  dominions.  On  the  Upper  Rhine  the 
electors  of  Bavaria  and  Hanoyer  v>xre  so  weak,  that  they 
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^if«ve  decided  wUhshanieful  p«rtiaUty  for  tbe  wU^i^ionw  - 
Then  they  proceeded  to  consider  thie  different  brancGesof 
the  supply :  they  approved  of  aa  augmentation  of  ten  thou* 
sand  men,  which  wat  judged  necessary  ibr  the  more  vigor- 
ons  pBosecution  of  tho  war;  and  tbc^  voted  above  seven 
millions  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year*  The  bank 
agreed  to  circulate  two  miUions  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  in  exchequer  biUs  for  die  government,  on  conditiom 
that  the  term  of  their  oontinuance  should  be  prolonged  for 
one-and-twenty  years;  and  that  their  stock  of  two  miUions 
two  hundred  and  one  thousand  one  hundred  tod  seventy- 
one  pounds  should  be  doubled  by  a  new  subscr^ition.  Tbo 
two  thirds  subsidy  was  appropriated  for  the  interest  of  tho 
money  raised  by  this  expieidient. 

$  XLIU,  Great  debates  having  arisen  about  Scottish 
elections,  the  house  considered  the  petitions  and  repre* 
sentations  that' were  delivered,  touching  the  incapacity  of 
the  elcfest  sons  of  Scottish  peers,  excluded  from  sitting  in 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain*  Counsel  being  heard 
upon  the  subject,  that  incapacity  was  confirmed,  and  new 
writs  were  issued,  that  new  members  might  be  elected  for 
the  shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Linlithgow,  i|i  the  room  of 
Willi;un  lord  Haddo,  and  James  lord  Johnstown*  Petitiona 
were  likewise  presented  to  the  house  of  lords  by  some 
Scottish  peers,  concerning  their  right  of  voting,  and  signing 
proxies*  After  warm  debates,  the  housei  upon  a  dtvision, 
^^determined  that  a  Scottish  lord  created  a  peer  of  Great 
^''Britain  should  po  longer  retain  hia  vote  in  Scotland:  and 
that  the  noblemen  who.  were  in' the.castle  of  Edinburgh  had 
a  right  to  sign  pvos^ies,  after  having  taken  the  oaths  to  the 
government*  The  Scottish  ppers  and  commoners  that  sat 
in  the  British  parliament  were  divided  into  two  factions. 
'     The  duke  of  Queendierry.  was  in  great  credit  with  the 

'^-^  queen  and  the  lord  trei|surer,  by  whose  interest  he  wa$ 
l^ppointed  secretary  of  state  for  Scotland*  His  saftuence  in 
elections  was  so  great*  that  aU  offices  in  that  kingdom  were 
bestowed  accordip^  to  his  recommendation*. .  He  waa  op* 
posed  by  the  dukes  of  Hamilton^  Montrose,  and  Hox- 
boroug^,  who  were  supported  by  the  earl  of  Sunder}an4 
find  tord  Somers  i  so  that  tbe  whole  interest  in  tli4t  country 

(        WM  rpgro9«(d  hy  w^  or  9tb^  member  of  the  ministry* 
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jKv  A  biUfeff  a  genaral  msHiraUzctiAit  bf  all  protettttots  w«&. 
brought  into  the  house,  and  notwithstanding  violent  oppo- 
sition from  the  torieSf  both  among  the  lords  and  commons, 
was  enacted  into  a  law«  The  whigs  argued  for  this  bitt^ 
as  a  measure  that  would  encourage  industry,  improve  trade 
and  manufacture,  and  repair  the  waste  of  men  which  the 
War  had  occasioned  :*  but  one  of  their  chief  motives  was  to 
throw  an  addition  of  foreigners  into  the  balance  against  the 
landed  *  interest.  The  tories  pleaded  diat  a  conflux  of 
aliens  might  prove  dangerous  to  the  constitution:  that 
they  would  retidn  a  fondness  of  their  native  countries,  and, 
in  times  of  war,  act  as  spies  and  enemies  t  that  they  would 
insinuate  themselves  into  places  of  trust  and  profit ;  become 
members  of  parliament;  and  by  frequent  intermarriages 
contribute  to  the  extinction  of  the  English  race ;  that  they 
would  add  to  the  number  of  the  poor,  already  so  expen- 
sive ;  and  share  the  bread  of  the  labourers  and  tradesmen 
of  England. 

§  XLIV.  An  inquiry  being  set  on  foot  in  both  houses, 
concerning  the  late  intended  invasion  of  Scotland,  lord 
Haversham  and  the  other  tory  members  endeavoured  to 
demonstrate,  that  proper  precautions  had  not  been  taken 
for  the  security  of  that  kingdom,  even  aftef'  the  ministry 
had  received  undoubted  ihteiligence  of  the  pretender's  de- 
sign :  that  since  the  attempt  had  miscarried,  many  persons 
of  quality  had  been  apprehended,  and  severely  used  by  the 
government,  on  pretended  suspicion  of  high  treason  j^ 
though  in  all  probability,  the  aim  of  the  ministry,  in*^ 
confining  those  persons,  was  to  remove  all  possibility  of 
their  opposing  the  court  at  the  ensuing  elections  for  mem- 
bers of  parliament*  These  assertions  were  supported  by 
many  incontested  facts  and  shrewd  arguments,  notwith- 
standing which,  the  majority  were  so  little  disposed  to  find 
fault,  that  the  inquiry  issued  in  a  joint  address  to  the 
queen,  containing  resolutions,  That  timely  and  effectual 
care  had  been  taken  to  disappoint  the  designs  of  her 
majest}''s  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  A  bill, 
however,  was  brought  into  the  house  of  lords,  under  the 
title  of  •*  An  act  for  improving  the  union  of  the  two 
^*  kingdoms."  It  Yelated  to  trials  for  treason  in  Scotland, 
which  by  this  la\r  were  regulated  according  to  the  manner 
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of  pvoce^ding  in  England;  vitfi  aaoM  ntHfH  varietiM.  Th^' 
Scottish  members  opposed  it  afi  an  eiicroachnv^nt  upon  the 
form  of  their  laws :  and  they  jrere  joined  by  those  who 
had  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  to  oppose  all  the  court 
measures:  neverthdkss,  the  bill  passed  through  both 
houses,  and  received  the  royal  assi^  Yet,  in  order  to 
sweeten  this  unpalatable  raodicine,  the  queett  consented  to 
an  act  of  grace,  by  which  all  treasons  were  pardoned,  ex- 
cept, those  committed  on  the  high  seas:  an  fx^eptkw 
levelled  at  those  who  had  embarked  with  thtf  pretender. 
Major  general  Webb,  who  had  been  defrauded  of  his  doe 
honour,  ih  a  partial  representation  of  the  battle  of  Wyneiv- 
dale,  transmitted  by  Cardonnel,  secretary  to  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  was  now  thanked  by  the  house  of  commoaa 
for  the  great  and  eminent  services  which  he  had  performed 
in  that  engagement.^  This  motion  was  made  by  the  tories; 
and  the  whigs  did  not  bA  to  procure  a  compliment  of  the 
same  nature  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  even  beibra  kc 
returned  to  England.  When  the  news  of  Ghent's  being 
taken  arrived,  the  lords  and  commons  congratulated  the 
queen  on  this  last  effort  of  a  glorious  campaign ;  and  the 
duke,  at  his  arrival,  was  thanked,  in  the  name  of  the  peera* 
by  die  lord  chancellor*  As  he  was  supposed  to  have  brougbe 
oyer  proposals  of  peace,  the  two  houses,  in  an  address^ 
desired  the  queen  would  insist  on  the  demolition  of  I>ua^ 
kirk,  which  was  a  nest  of  pirates  that  infested  the  ocean, 
and  did  infinite  prejudice  to  the  commerce  of  Eaglaod> 
The  queen,  promised  to  comply  with  their  request*  Bu( 
she  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  next  acldress  they  pre^ 
sented,  humbly  entreating,  that  she  would  have  such  in* 
dulgence  to  the  hearty  desires  of  her  subjects,  as  to  entertaiA 
thoughts  of  a  second  marriage.  She  told  them,  that  the 
provision  she  had  made  for  the  protestant  succession 
would  always  be  a  proof  how  much  she  had  at  heart  the 
future  happiness  of  the  kingdom ;  but  the  subject  of  this 
address  was  of  such  a  nature,  that  she  was  persuaded  they 
did  not  expect  a  particular  answer* 

$  XLV.  The  laws  having  been  found  insufficient  to 
punish  capitally  the  authors  of  the  insult  oifered  to  the 

k  nurnet.  Daniel.  Hi%t  of  tbe  duke  of  %fiirilM>rough.  Mil  Ui«t»  Tiodiif. 
Conduct  uf  tbe  dutilicss  oi  .Mai-ltMii-o\^gb.  rcu^uierc*.  Qoiacy.  Uvea  of  the 
Adittinli.    H*i'e.    Voltaiire.      -  , 
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MuscoTite  ambtasador,  a  1>!U  was  brouglit  into  the  hoose  *' 
of  commons  for  preserving  the  privileges  of  ambassadors 
and  other  foreign  ministers;  and  passed  through  bodi' 
houses :  as  did  another^  to  prevent  the  laying  of  wagers 
relating  to  the  public,  a  practice  which  had  been  carried  to 
a  defjee  (rf*  infatuation ;  and  by  which  many  unwary  per- 
sons fell  a  sacrifice  to  crafty  ddvtnturers.  On  the  four* 
teenth  day  of  March  the  commons  voted  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  tHree  pounds^ 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabilanu  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chria^ 
tophers,  who  had  suffered  by  the  late  invasion:  and  an 
the  twenty-first  day  of  April  the  parliament  was  pro- 
n^oed.  The  Muscovite  ambassador  conttnued  to  write 
expostttlatory  letters  to  Mr.  Secretary  Boyle,  who  at  -last 
owned,  that  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  did  not  admit  of  sucb 
punishment  as  he  demanded.  An  information  was  tried 
m  the  court  of  king's  bench  for  her  majesty  against  Thomas 
Morton,  laccman,  and  thirteen  oth^  persons  eoneemed  in 
the  insuk,  of  which  they  were  found  guilty:  and  the 
special  matter  of  the  privileges  of  ambassadors  was  to  be 
argued  next  term  before  the  judges.  Meanwhile,  the 
queen,  by  way  of  satisfaction  to  the  czar,  condescended 
to  make  solemn  excuses  by  her  ambassador:  to  repair 
Matueof 's  honour  by  a  letter,  and  indemnify  him  for  att 
his  costs  and  damages :  concessions  with  which  the  czar 
and  his  ambassador  declared  themselves  well  satisfied.. 
The  convocation  had  been  summoned,  chosen,  and  returned, 
with  the  new  parliament :  but  as  the  old  spirit  was  sup- 
posed to  prevail  in  the  lower  bouse,  the  queen,  by  writ  to 
the  arehbi^op,  ordered  him  to  prorogue  it  ftt>m  tima  ta 
time,  until  the  aesaion  of  parliament  was  finished. 
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I.  Ntgo^nAon  for  peace  ineffectual^  $  IL  The  aUied 
army  beeiegee  and  takes  Tournay.  §  III*  The  French 
are  defeated  at  Malfdaquet.  ^  IV.  Mons  surrendered. 
§  V.  Campaign  in  Spain*  $  VI.  The  French  King** 
prppoeais  of  treating  refected  hy  the  States  General. 
$  Vll.. Account  of  Dr.Sacheverel.  $  VIII.  He  is 
impeached  by  the  Commons*  §  IX.  His  triaL  §  X. 
Debates  upon  it  in  the  House  of  Lords.  $  XI.  He  is 
silenced  for  three  years*  §  XII.  Conferences  at  Ger* 
truydenturgh.  $  XIII.  Pride  and  obstinacy  of  the 
Dutch*  $  XIV.  Douay  besieged  and  taken  by  the  Con-- 
federates^  as  well  as  J^ethune^  Aire^  and  St.  Venant. 
§  XV.  King  Charles  obtains  a  victory  over  Philip  at 
Saragossa^  and  enters  Madrid*  $  XVI.  Battle  of  ViU 
laviciosa*  §  XVII.  The  >  Whig  Ministry  disgraced. 
$  XVIII.  The  Parliament  is  dissslued.  $  XIX.  Meet- 
ing  of  the  new  Parliament.  §  XX.  The  Duke  of  Marl'- 
borough  insulted  and  reviled.  $  XXI.  Inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  war  in  Spain.  $  XXII.  Severe  votes  in 
the  House  of  Commons  against  those  who  invited  over  the 
poor  Palatines.  §  XXIII.  Harley  stabbed  at  the  Coun* 
cil  board  by  Guiscard;  and  created  Earl  of  Oxford. 
§  XXIV.  Death  of  the  Emperor  Joseph.  $  XXV. 
Represent^ion  by  the  Commons  to  the  ^een.  ^  XXVI. 
Proceedingiftn  the  Convocation.  $  XXVII.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  continues  to  command  the  allied  army* 
§  XXVIIL  He  surprises  the  French  lines.  $  XXIX. 
Reduces  Bouchain.  §  XXX.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  com- 
mands  the  British  troops  in  Spain.  King  Charles  elected 
Emperor.  .  §  XXXI.  Expedition  to  Canada.  §  XXXII. 
Insolence  of  the  Jacobites  in  Scotlarid*  $  XXXIII.  A 
7iegotiatio7i  set  on  foot  betxveen  the  Courts  of  France  and 
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England.  $  XXXIV*  Prior  u  itntio  Fontainhleau. 
^  XXXV.  Mcfu^er  arrives  privately  in  England^ 
I  XXXVL  The  French  King^s  propeeala  disagreeable 
to  the  Allies.  $  XXXVIl.  Violent  debates  upon  them 
ih  the  House  of  Lords.  ^  XXXVIII.  The  Duke  of 
Hamilton's  title  of  Duke  of  Brandon  disallowed.  Btlf 
against  occasional  Conformity  passes.  $  XXXIX.  Duke 
of  Marlborough  dismissed  from  all  his  employments. 
Twelve  new  Peers  created.  $  XL.  Prince  Eugene  of 
Savoy  arrives  in  Mngland.  $  XLI.  IVa^te  eocpetted  the 
House  of  Commons.  $  XLIL  Votes  against  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough*  $  XLIII.  Resolutions  against  the 
Barrier  treaty  and  the  Dutch.  $  XLIV.  Jets  unfa^ 
vsurable  to  tfie  Presbyterian  discipline  in  Scotland. 

§  I.  TH£  French  king  was  by  this  time  reduced 
to  such  a  state  of  humiltatton  by  the  losses  of  the  last 
campaign,  and  a  severe  winter,  wUch  completed  the  misery 
of  his  subjects,  that  he  resolved  to  sacrifice  alt  the  conside* 
canons  of  pride  and  ambition,  as  well  as  the  interest  of 
his  grandson,  to  hts  desire  of  peace,  which  was  now  be- 
con^^se  necessary  and  indispensable.  He  despatched  the 
president  Rouille  privately  to  Holland,  with  general  pro* 
potals  of  peace,,  and  the  offer  of  a  good  barrier  to  the 
nates  general,  still  entertaining  hopes  of  bebg  able  to  de- 
tach them  from  the  confederacy.  This  minister  conferred 
ia  secret  with  Buys  and  Vanderdussen,  the  pensionaries  of 
Amsterdam  and  Gouda,  at  Moerdyke,  from  whence  he 
was  permitted  (o  proceed  to  Woerdcn,  between  Leyden 
«id  Utrecht.  The  States  immediately  communicated  his 
proposals  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great  Britain. 
Prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  arrived  at 
the  Hague  in  April,  and  conferred  with  the  grand  pension* 
ary  Heinsius,  Buys,  and  Vanderdussen,  on  the  subject,  of 
the  French  proposak,  which  were  deemed  unsatisfactory. 
Rouille  immediately  despatched  a  courier  to  Paris,  for 
further  instructions;  and  the  duke  of  Mariborough  re- 
turned to  England,  to  make  the  queen  acquainted  with  the 
progress  of  the  negotiation.  Lewis,  in  order  to  convince 
the  States  of  his  sincerity,  sent  the  marquis  de  Torcy,  his 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the  Hague,  with  fresh  of« 
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fen,  to  whieh  the  deputies  would  m«ke  im>  answer  until 
they  knew  the  sentiments  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  crossed  the  seas  a  second  tine, 
accompanied  by  the  lord  viscount  Townshend,  as  ambntssa- 
dor  extraordinary,  and  joint  plenipocentiary :  Prince  Eu- 
gene being  likewise  at  the  Hague,  the  conferences  were 
begun.  The  French  minister  declared  that  his  master 
would  consent  tb  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  i  that  lie 
would  abandon  the  pretender,  and  dismiss  liim  from  his 
dominions :  that  he  would  acknowledge  the  queen's  title 
and  the  protestanf  succession ;  that  he  wouM  renounce  all 
pretensions  to  the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  cede  the  places 
in  the  Netherlands  which  the  states  general  demanded  for 
their  barrier :  that  he  would  treat  with  the  emperor  oi»  the 
footing  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Ryswick,  and  even  de* 
molish  the  fortiiications  of  Strasburgh.  The  ministers  of 
die  allies,  rendered  proud  and  wanton  by  success,  and 
seeing  their  own  private  interest  in  the  cominuation  of  the 
war,  insisted  upon  the  restitution  of  die  Upper  and  Lower 
Alsace  tp  the  empire ;  upon  the  French  monarch's  resto- 
ring Strasburgh  in  its  present  condition ;«  upon  his  ceding 
the  town  and  castellany  of  Lisle,  demolishing  Dunkirk, 
New  3risac,  Fort  Louis,  and  Hunningen.  In  a  wopd« 
their  demands  were  so  insolent,  that  Lewis  would  not  h«v< 
suffered  them  to  be  mentioned  in  his^  hearing,  had  n<n  he 
been  reduced  •  to  the  Inst  degree  of  distress.  Ond  can 
liardly  read  them  without  feelingf  a  sentiment  of  compas- 
sion for  that  monarch,  who  had  once  given  law  to  Eurbpe, 
and  been  so  long  accustomed  to  victory  and  conquest* 
Notwithstanding  the  discouraging  despatches  he  had  re* 
ceived  front  the  president  Rouille,  after  his  first  conferences 
with  the  deputies,  h|  could  not  believe  that  the  Dutch 
would  be  SO'  blind  to  their  own  interest,  as  to  reject  tfaef 
advantages  in  commerce,  and  the  barrier  which  he  had 
oilered*  He  could  not  conceive  that  they  would  choose  to 
bear  the  burden  of  excessttve  taxes  in  prosecuting  a  war, 
the  events  of  which  would  always  be  uncertain,  rather 
than  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace,  security,  and  advantage- 
ous commerce :  he  flattered  himself,  that  the  allies  would* 
not  so  far  deviate  from  their  purposed  aim  of  establishing 
%■  balance  of  power,  as  to  throw  such  an  enordioua  weight 
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into  the  scale  of  the  house  of  Austria,  which  cherished  all 
the  dangerous  ambition  and  arbitrary  principles  without  the 
liberality  of  sentinient  peculiar  to  the  house  of  Bourbon. 
In  proportion  as  they  arose  in  their  demands,  Lewis  fellin' 
his  condescension*  His  secretary  of  state,  the  marquis  de 
Torcy,  posted  in  disguise  to  Holland,  on  the  faith  of  a  conv- 
men  blank  passport.  He  solicited,  he  soothed,  he*  stippli- 
cated,  and  made  concessions  in  the  nanie  of  his  sovereign. 
He  found  the  States  were  wholly  guided  by  the  influence 
of  prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  He 
found  these  generals  elated,  haughty,  overbearing,  and  im- 
placable. He  in  private  attacked  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
on  his  weakest  side :  he  offered  to  that  nobleman  a  large 
sum  of  money,  provided  he  would  effect  a  peace  on  certain 
conditions.  The  proposal  was  rejected.  The  duke  found 
his  enemies  in  England  increasing,  Imd  his  credit  at  court 
in  the  wane ;  and  h«  knew  that  nothing  but  a  continuation 
of  the  war,  atnd  new  victories,  could  support  his  influence 
.in  England.  Torcy  was  sensible  that  his  country  was  ut» 
terly  exhausted :  that  Lewis  dreaded  nothing  so  much  as 
the  opening  of  the  campaign ;  and  he  agreed  to  those  arti- 
cles upon  which  they  insisted  as  preliminaries.  The 
French  king  was  confounded  at  these  proposals:  he  felt 
the  complicated  pangs  of  grief,  shame,  and  indignation. 
He  rejected  the  preliminaries  with  disdain.  He  even 
deigned  to  submit  his  conduct  to  the  judgment  of  his  sub- 
jects. His  offers  were  published,  together  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  allies.  His  people  interested  thems^flves  in 
the  glory  of  their  monarch.  They  exclaimed  against  the 
cruelty  and  arrogance  of  his  enemies.  Though  impover- 
ished and  half  starved  by  the  war,  they  resolved  to  expend 
their  whole  substance  in  his  support :  and  rather  to  fight 
his  battles  without  pay,  than  leave  him  in  the  dire  necessity 
of  complying  with  such  dishonourable  terms.  Animated 
by  these  sentiments,  they  made  such  efforts  as  amazed  the 
whole  world.  The  preliminaries  being  rejected  by  the  ' 
French  king,  Rouille  was  ordered  to  quit  Holland  in  four- 
and-twenty  hours;  and  the  generals  of  the  confederates 
resolved  to  open  the  campaign  without  further  hesita.ion. 

$  II.  Prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of    Marlborough 
proceeded  tp  Flanders,  and  towards  the  end  of  June  the 
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allied  army  encamped  in  the  plain  of  Lide,  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  fighdng  men.  At  the 
sSime  time  the  mareschal  Villars,  accounted  the  most  for- 
tunate general  in  France,  assembled  the  French  forces  in 
the  plain  of  Lens,  where  he  began  to  throw  up  intrench- 
ments*  The  confederate  generals  having  observed  his 
situation,  and  perceiving  he  could  not  be  attacked  with  any 
probability  of  success,  resolved  to  undertake  the  siege  of 
Tournay,  the  garrison  of  which  Villars  had  imprudently 
weakened.  Accordingly,  they  made  a  feint  upon  Ypres, 
in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  and  convert  all  their  atten* 
tion  to  that  side,  while  they  suddenly  invested  Toumay  oa 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June.  Though  the  garrisoa 
did  not  exceed  twelve  weakened  battalions,  and  four  squa- 
drons of  dragoons,  the  place  was  so  strong,  both  by  art  and 
nature,  and  lieutenant  de  SurviUe,  the  governor,  possessed ' 
such  admirable  talents,  that  the  siege  was  protracted,  coa- 
trar)'  to  the  expectation  of  the  allies,  and  cost  them  a  great 
number  of  men,  notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  that 
could  be  taken  for  the  safety  of  the  troops.  As  the  be- 
siegers  proceeded  by  the  method  of  sap,  their  miners  fre- 
quently met  with  those  of  the  enemy  under  ground,  and 
fought  with  bayonet  and  pistoL  The  volunteers  on  both 
sides  presented  themselves  to  these  subterraneous  combats, 
in  the  midst  of  mines  and  countermines  ready  primed  for 
explosion.  Sometimes  they  were  kindled  by  accident,  and 
sometimes  sprung  by  design;  so  that  great  numbers  of 
those  brave  mej^  were  stifled  below,  and  whole  battalions 
blown  into  the  air,  or  buried  in  the  rubbish*  On  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  July,  the  besiegers  having  effected  a 
practicable  breach,  and  madje  the  necessary  dispositions  for 
a  general  assault,  the  enemy  offered  to  capitulate :  the  town 
was  surrendered  upon  conditions,  and  tlie  garrison  retired 
to  the  citadel.  SurviUe  likewise  entered  into  a  treaty  about 
giving  up  the  citadel ;  the  articles  being  sent  to  the  court 
of  VersailltMr,  Lewis  would  not  ratify  them,  except  upon 
condition  that  there  should  be  a  general  cessation  in  the 
Netherlands  till  the  fifth  day  of  September.  Hostilities 
were  .  reviewed  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  and  prose- 
cuted with  uncommon  ardour  and  animosity.  On  the 
thirtieth,  SurviUe  desired  to  capitulate  on  cer.ain  articles, 
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which   were  rejected  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  iVho 
gave  him  to  understand  that  he  had   no  terms  to  expect, 
bat  must  surrender  at  discretion.     At  length,  his  provision, 
being  quite  exhausted,  he  was  obliged  to  surrender  himself 
and  his  garrison  pritoners  of  war,  though  they  were  per- ' 
nutted  to  return  to  France,  on  giving  their  parol  that  die 
would  not  act  in  the  field  until  a  like  number  of  the  alii 
should  be  released. 

$  III.  The  next  object  that  attracted  die  eyes  of  the 
confederates  was  the  city  of  Mons,  which  they  resolved  to 
besiege  with  all  possible  expedition.  They  passed  the 
Scheldt  on  the  third  day  of  September,  and  detached  the 
prince  of  Hesse  to  attack  the  French  lines  from  the  Haisne 
to  the  Sombre,  which  were  abandoned  at  his  approach. 
On  the  seventh  day  of  September,  mareschal  de  BouiBers 
arrived  in  the  French  camp  at  Quievrain,  content  to  act  in 
an  inferior  capacity  to  Villars,  although  his  superior  in 
point  of  seniority.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  havipg 
received  advice  that  the  French  were  on  their  march  to 
attack  the  advanced  body  under  the  prince  of  Hesse,  de- 
camped from  Havre,  in  order  to  support  that  detachment. 
On  the  ninth  the  allies  made  a  motion  to  the  left,  by  which 
the  two  armies  were  brought  so  near  each  other,  that  a 
mutual  cannonading  ensued.  The  French  army,  amount- 
ing  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  were  posted 
behind  the  woods  of  La  Merte  and  Tanieres,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Malplaquet.  The  confederates,  nearly  of  the 
same  number,  encamped  with  the  right  near  Sart  and  Ble- 
ron,  and  the  left  on  the  edge  of  the  wood  of  Lagniere ; 
the  head  quarters  being  at  Blaregnies.  The  enemy,  in- 
stead of  attacking  the  allies,  began  to  fortify  their  camp, 
which  was  naturally  strong,  with  triple  intrenchments.  In 
a  word,  they  were  so  covered  with  lines,  hedges,  intrench- 
ments, cannon,  and  trees  laid  across,  that  they  seemed  to 
be  quite  inaccessible.  Had  the  confederates  attacked  them 
on  the  ninth,  the  batde  would  not  have  been  so  bloody, 
and  the  victory  would  have  proved  more  decisive ;  for 
they  had  not  then  begun  to  secure  the  camp,  but  Marlbo- 
rough postponed  the  engagement  until  they  should  be  rein- 
forced by  eighteen  battalions  which  had  been  employed  in 
Ac  siege  of  Toumay;  and  in  the.  mean  time,  the  French 
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fot'tificd  themselves  with  incredible  diligence  and  despatch. 
On  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  early  in  the  mornings 
the  confederates,  favoured  by  a  thick  fog,  erected  batteries 
on  each  wing,  and  in  the  centre  :  and  about  eight  o'clock, 
the  weather  clearing  up,  the  attack  began,  £ight}'-six  bat- 
talions on  the  right,  commanded  by  general  Schuylem- 
burgli,  the  duke  of  Argyle,  and  other  generals,  and 
supported  by  two-and-twenty  battalions  under  count  Lot* 
tiim,  attacked  the  left  of,  the  enemy  with  such  vigour,  that 
notwithstanding  their  lines  and  barricadoes,  they  were  in 
less  than  an  hour  driven  from  theif  intrenchmenta  into  the 
woods  of  Sart  and  Tanieres.  The  prince  of  Orange  and 
baron  Fagel,  with  six-and-thirty  Dutch  battalions^  advan- 
ced against  the  right  of  the  enemy,  posted  in  the  wood  of 
La  Merte,  aiid  covered  with  three  intrenchments.  Here 
the  battle  was  maintained  with  the  most  desperate  cpurage 
on  both  sides.  The  Dutch  obliged  the  French  to  quit  the 
first  intrenchment ;  but  were  repulsed  from  the  second  with 
great  slaughter.  The.  prince  of  Orange  persisted  in  his 
'  efforts  with  incredible  perseverance  and  intrepidity,  even 
after  two  horses  had  been  killed  under  him,  and  the  greater 
part  of  his  olficcrs  either  slain  or  disabled*  The  French 
fought  with  an  obstinacy  of  courage  that  bordered  on  des- 
pair, till  seeing  their  lines  forced,  their  left  wing  and  centre 
giving  way,  and  their  general,  Vi liars,  dangerously  wound- 
ed, they  made  an  excellent  retreat  towards  Bavay,  under 
the  conduct  of  Bobfflers,  and  took,  post  between  Quesnoy 
and  Valenciennes*  The  field  of  battle  they  abandoned  to 
the  confediTates,  with  about  forty  colours  and  standards, 
sixtten  pit-ct:s  of  artillery,  and  a  good  number  of  prison- 
ers :  but  this  was  the  dearest  victory  the  allies  had  ever 
purchased.  About  twenty  thousand  of  their  best  troops 
were  kiHed  in  the  engagement;  whereas  the  enemy  did 
not  lose  half  that  number,  and  retired  at  leisure,  perfecdy 
recovered  of  that  apprehension  with  which  they  had  be^n 
for  some  years  inspired  and  overawed  by  the  successes  of 
their  adversaries.  On  the  side  of  the  allies,  count  Lot* 
turn,  general  Tettau,  count  Oxienstern,  and  t|;ie  marquis  of 
TuUibardine  were  killed,  with  many  other  officers  of  dis- 
tinction. Prince  Eugene  was  slightly  wounded  on  tlie 
head;    lieutenant  general   Webb  received  a   shot  in   the 
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groin.  The  duke  of  Argyle,  who  distinguished  himself 
by  extraordinary-  feats  of  valour,  escaped  unhurt;  but 
sevenii  musket  balls  penetrated  through  his  clothe <&,  his 
hat,  and.perriwig.  In  the  French  army,  the  chevalier  de 
St.  George  charged  twelve  times  with  the  household  troops, 
and  in  the  last  was  wounded  with  a  sword  in  the  arm*  The 
mareschal  de  Villars  confidently  asserted,  that  if  he  him- 
self had  not  been  disabled,  the  confederates  would  certainly 
have  been  defeated. 

§  IV.  Considering  the  situation  of  the  French, 
the  number  of  their  troops,  and  the  manner  in  whii:h 
they  were  fortified^  nothing  could  be  more  rash  and  im- 
prudent than  the  attack,  which  cost  the  lives  of  so  many 
gsdlant  men,  and  was  attended  with  so  little  advantage  to 
the  conquerors.  Perhaps  the  duke  of  Marlborough  thought 
a  victory  was  absoltuely  necessary  to  support  his  sinking 
interest  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain.  His  intention  was 
to  have  given  battle  before  the  enemy  had  intrenched  them* 
selves ;  but  prince  Eugene  insisted  upon  delaying  the  ac- 
tion until  .the  reinforcement  should  arrive  from  Tournay. 
The  extraordinary  carnage  is  imputed  to  the  impetuosity  of 
the  prince  of  Orange,  whose  aim  through  this  whole  war, 
was  to  raise  himself  into  consideration  with  the  states  gene- 
ral, by  signal  acts  of  military  prowess.  The  French  having 
retired  to  Valenciennes,  the  allies  were  left  at  liberty  to  be- 
siege Mons,  which  capitulated  about  the  end  of  October ; 
and  both  armies  were  distributed  in  winter  quarters.  The 
campaign  on  the  Rhine  produced  nothing  but  one  sharp  ac- 
tion, between  a  detachment  of  the  French  army  commanded 
by  the  count  de  Borgh,  and  a  body  of  troops  under  count 
Merci,  who  had  passed  the  Rhine,  in  order  to  penetrate  in- 
to Franchecompte.  The  Imperial  officer  was  worsted  in 
this  encounter,  with  the  loss  of  two  thousand  men ;  obliged 
to  repass  the  river,  and  retire  to  Fribourg.  In  Piedmont, 
velt  mareschal  Thaun  commanded  the  coniederates,  in  the 
room  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  refused  to  take  the  field  until 
«ome  differences,  which  had  arisen  between  the  emperor 
and  him,  should  be  adjusted.  '  Thaun^s  design  was  to  be- 
siege Brian9on :  but  the  duke  of  Berwick  had  taken  such 
precautions  as  frustrated  his  intention,  though  part  of  the 
troops  under  the  French  general  were  employed  in  suppress 
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sing  an  insurrection  of  the  Camisars,  and  other  malcontents 
in  the  Vivarez.  They  were  entirely  defeated  in  a  pitched 
battle  I  and  Abraham,  one  of  their  leaders,  being  taken,  was 
broke  alive  upon  the  wheel ;  three-and-twenty  were  hanged, 
and  the  other  prisoners  sent  to  the  galleys*  The  pope  de- 
layed acknowledging  king  Charles,  under  various  pretences, 
in  hopes  that  the  cainpaign  would  prove  favourable  to  the 
house  of  Bourbon ;  till  at  length  the  empjeror  giving  him  to 
understand  that  his  army  should  take  up  their  winter  quar- 
ters in  the  ecclesiastical  state,  his  holiness  solemnly  owned 
Charles  as  king  of  Spain,  Naples,  and  Sicily* 

$  V.  The  military  operations  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
were  unfavourable  to  the  allies.  On  the  seventh  of  May, 
the  Portuguese  and  English  were  defeated  at  Caya,  by  the 
Spaniards,  under  the  command  of  the  mareschad  de  Bay. 
The  casde  of  Alicant,  guarded  by  two  English  regiments, 
had  been  besieged,  and  held  out  during  a  whole  winter.  At 
length  the  chevalier  d' Asfeldt  ordered  the  rock  to  be  under- 
mined, and  having  lodged  two  hundred  barrels  of  gunpow* 
der,  gave  Syburg,  the  governor,  to  understand,  that  two  of 
his  officers  might  come  out  and  see  the  condition  of  the 
works.  This  offer  being  accepted,  Asfeldt  in  person  ac- 
companied them  to  the  mine :  he  told  them  he  could  not 
bear  the  thoughts  of  seeing  so  many  brave  nien  perish  in 
the  ruins  of  a  phce  they  had  so  gallandy  defended ;  and  al- 
lowed them  four-and-twenty  hours  to  consider  on  the  reso- 
lution they  should  take.  Syburg  continued  deaf  to  his 
remonstrances ;  and,  with  an  ol)stinacy  that  sav<mred  more 
of  stupidity  than  of  valour,  determined  to  stand  the  explo- 
sion. When  the  sentinels  that  were  posted  on  the  side  of 
the  hill  gave  notice,  by  a  preconcerted  sighal,  that  fire  was 
set  to  the  mine,  the  governor  ordered  the  guard  to  retire, 
and  walked  oat  to  the  parade,  accompanied  by  several  oficers. 
The  mine  being  sprung,  the  rock  opened  under  their  feet^ 
and  they  falling  into  the  chasm,  it  instantly  closed,  and 
crushed  them  to  death.  Notwithstanding  this  dreadful  in- 
cident, colonel  d'Albon,  who  succeeded  to  the  command, 
resolved  to  defend  the  place  to  the  last  extremity.  Sir  Ed- 
ward Whitaker  sailed  from  Barcelona  to  the  relief  of  the 
place ;  but  the  enemy  had  erected  such  works  as  efiectually 
hindered  the  troops  from  landing.    Then  general  Stanhope, 
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who  comsimded  them,  capitulated  with  tbe  Spanish  general 
for  the  garriaoB^  which  marched  out  with  all  the  honours  of 
war,  and  was  transported  to  Minorca,  where  the  men  were 
pat  into  quarters  of  refreshment.  On  the  frontiers  of  Ca- 
talonia, goieral  Staremberg  maintained  his  ground,  and  even 
annoTed  the  enemy.  He  passed  die  Segre,  and  reduced  Ba- 
laguer :  having  left  a  strong  garrison  in  the  place,  he  repass- 
ed the  river,  and  sent  his  forces  into  winter  quarters.  The 
■lost  remarkable  event  of  this  summer  was  the  battle  of 
Pooltowa,  in  which  the  king  of  Sweden  was  entirely  de* 
feated  by  the  czar  of  Muscovy,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge 
at  Bender,  a  town  of  Moldavia,  in  the  Turkish  dominions. 
Augustus  immediately  marched  into  Poland  against  Stanis* 
has,  and  renounced  his  own  resignation,  as  if  it  had  been 
the  eflect  of  compulsion.  He  formed  a  project  with  the 
kings  of  Denmark  and  Prussia,  to  attack  the  Swedish  ter- 
ritories in  three  different  places :  but  the  emperor  and  ma- 
ritinie  powers  prevented  the  execution  of  this  scheme,  by 
entering  into  a  guarantee  for  preserving  the  peace  of  the 
empire.  Nevertheless,  the  king  of  Denmark  declared  war 
against  Sweden,  and  transported  an  army  over  the  sound  of 
Schonen;  but  they  were  attacked  and  defeated  by  the 
Swedes,  and  obliged  to  reembark  with  the  utmost  precipi- 
tation. The  war  still  continued  to  rage  in  Hungary,  where, 
however,  the  revolters  were  routed  in  many  petty 
engagements. 

$  VI*  Though  the  events  of  the  summer  had  been  less 
osiavottrable  to  France  than  Lewis  had  reason  to  expect, 
he  saw  that  peace  was  as  necessary  as  ever  to  his  kingdom ; 
bat  he  thought  he  might  now  treat  with  some  freedom  and 
dignity.  His  minister,  Torcy,  maintained  a  correspon- 
dence with  Mr*  Petkum,  resident  of  the  duke  of  Holstein 
at  the  Hague :  he  proposed  to  this  minister,  that  the  nego- 
tiation should  be  renewed ;  and  demanded  passes,  by  vir- 
tue of  which  the  French  plenipotentiaries  might  repair  in 
safety  to  Holland.  In  the  mean  time,  the  French  king 
withdrew  his  troops  from  Spain,  on  pretence  of  demonstra- 
ting his  readiness  to  oblige  the  allies  in  that  particular;' 
though  this  measure  was  the  effect  of  necessity,  which 
obliged  him  to  recal  those  troops  for  the  defence  of  his  own 
dominions*     The  states  general  refused  to  grant  passes  to 
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the  French  ministters ;  but  they  allowed  Petkum  to  make  a 
journey  to  Versailles.  In  the  interim  king  Philip  published 
a  manifesto,  protesting  against  all  that  should  be  transacted 
at  the  Hague  to  his  prejudice.  Far  from  yielding  Spain 
and  the  Indies  to  his  competitor,  he  declared  his  intention 
of  driving  Charles  from  those  places  that  were  now  in  his 
possession.  He  named  the  duke  of  Alba,  and  count  Berg- 
heyck  for  his  plenipotentiaries,  and  ordered  them  to  notify 
their  credentials  to  the  maritime  powers  :  but  no  regard  was 
paid  to  their  intimation.  Philip  tampered  likewise  with 
the  duke  of  Marlborough ;  and  the  marquis  de  Torcy  re- 
newed his  attempts  upon  that  general :  but  all  his  applica- 
tion and  address  proved  ineffectual. '  Petkum  brought  back 
from  Versailles  a  kind  of  memorial,  importing,  that  those 
motives  which  influenced  the  French,  before  the  campaign 
was  opened,  no  longer  subsisted:  that  the  winter  season 
naturally  produced  a  cessation  of  arms,  during  which  he 
wou^d  treat  of  a  general  and  reasonable  peace,  without  re- 
stricting himself  to  the  form  of  the  preliminaries  which  the 
allies  had  pretended  to  impose  >  that,  nevertheless,  he  would 
still  treat  on  the  foundation  of  those  conditions  to  which  he 
had  consented,  and  send  plenipotentiaries  to  begin  the  con- 
ferences with  those  of  the  •allies  on  the  first  day  of  January. 
The  states  general  inveighed  against  this  memorial,  as  a 
proof  of  the  French  king's  insinceritj' ;  though  he  certainly 
had  a  right  to  retract  those  offi  rs  they  had  formerly  rejected. 
They  came  to  a  resolution,  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour ;  and  they  wrote  pressing 
Utters  on  the  subject  to  all  their  allies* 

$  VII.  The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  being  assem- 
bled on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  the  queen  in  hef 
speech  told  both  houses,  that  the  enemy  had  endeavoured, 
by  false  appearances  and  deceitful  insinuations  of  a  desire 
after^  peace,  to  create  jealousies  among  the  allies:  that 
God  Almighty  had  been  pleased  to  bless  the  arms  of  the 
confederates  with  a  most  remarkable  victory,  and  other 
successes,  which  had  laid  France  open  to  the  impression  of 
the  allied  arms,  and  consequently  rendered  peace  more 
necessary  to  that  kingdom  than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of 
tlie  campai'vn.  She  insisted  upon  the  expediency  of  jfrose- 
cuting  the   advantages  she  had  gained,  by  reducing  that 
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eiorbitant  and  opptessive  power  which  had  so  long  threat* 
ened  the  liberties  of  Europe*  The  parliament  were  a8(/ 
eag;er.aikd  compliant  as  even  They  presented  congratula-/' 
toiy  addresses:  they  thanked  .the  duke  of  Marlborough 
for  his  signal  services;  while  great  parit  of  the  nation, 
rejn'oached  him  with  having  wantonly  sacrificed  so  many. 
diQosand  lives  to  his  own  private  interest  and  reputation^  ^ 
In  less  than  a  month,  the  commons  granted  upwards  of  six  ' 
miUiona  ^r  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year;  and  e^tab^ 
lished  a  lottery,  with  other  funds,  to  answer  this  eqormoua 
supply*  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  Mr.  Dolben, 
son  to  the  late  archbishop  of  York,  tompUined  to  the  house 
of  two  sermons  preached  and  published  by  Dr»  Henry 
Sacheverel,  rector  of  St*  Saviours  in  Southwark,  as  con* 
taining  positions  contrary  to  revolution  principles,  to  the  pre* 
sent  government,  and  the  protestant  succession.  Sacheverel 
was  a  clergyman  of  narrow  intellects,  and  an  overheated 
imaj^tion*  He .  had  acquired  some  popularity  among 
diose  who  distinguished  themselves  by  the  name  of  high 
churchmen ;  and  took  all  occasions  to  vent  his  animosity 
against  the  dissenters*  At  the  summer  assizes  at  Derby, 
he  had  held  forth  in  that  strain  before  the  judges  i  on  the 
fifth  day  of  November  in  St*  Paul's  church,  he^  in  a  violent 
declamation,  defended  the  doctrine  of  nonresistance :  in« 
reighed  against  the  toleration  and  dissenters  i  declared  the 
church  was  dangerously  attacked  by  her  enemies;  and 
alig^y  defended  by  her  false  friends:  he  sounded  the 
tnimpet  for  the  church,  and  exhorted  the  people  to  put  on 
the  whole  armour  of  God*  Sir  Samuel  Garrard,  the  lord 
mayor^  countenanced  this  harangue,  which  was  published 
under  his  protection,  extolled  by  the  tories,  and  circulated 
all  over  the  nation*  The  complaint  of  Mr*  Dolben  against 
Sacheverel  was  seconded  in  the  house  of  commons  by 
sir  Peter  King,  and  other  members*  The  most  violent 
paragraphs  were  read ;  the  sermons  were  voted  scandalous 
and  seditious  libels*  Sacheverel,  being  brought  to  the  bar 
of  the  house^  acknowledged  himself  the  author  of  both,  and 
mentioned  the  encouragement  he  had  received  from  the 
k>rd  mayor  to  print  that  which  was  entided,  ^^  The  Perils 
"  of  False  Brethren*"  Sir  Samuel,  who  was  a  member, 
denied  he  had  «Ter  given  him,  such  encpuragement*  The 
Vol.  II.  L 
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doctor  behig  ordered  to  withdraw,  the  house  resolved  he 
should  be  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors ; 
and  Mr.  Dolben  was  ordered  to  impeach  him.  at  the  bar 
of  the  house  of  lords,  in  the  name  of  all  the  commons  of 
England.  A  coikimittee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  articles, 
and  Sacheverd  was  taken  iisto  custody.  At  the  same 
time,  in  order  to.  demonstrate  their  own  principles,  they 
resolved,  that  the  reverend  Mr.  Benjamin  Hoadley,  rector 
of  St.  Peter-le> Poor,  for  having  often  justified  the  principles 
on  which  her  majesty  and  the  nation  proceeded  in  the  late 
happy  revolution,  had  jusdy  merited  the  favour  and  recom* 
mendation  of  the  house;  and  they  presented  an  address  to 
the  queen,  beseeching  her  to  bestow  some  dignity  in  the 
church  on  Mr.  Hoadley,  for  his  eminent  services  both  to 
the  church  and  state.  The  queen  returned  a  civil  answer^ 
though  she  paid  no  regard  to  their  recommendation.  Hoad- 
ley was  a  clergyman  of  sound  understanding,  unblemished 
character,  and  uncommon  moderation,  who,  in  a  sermon 
leached  before  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  had  demons-^ 
trated  the  lawfulness  of  resisting  wicked  and  cruel  gover- 
nors; and  vindicated  the  late  revolution.  By  avowinjp 
such  doctrines,  he  incurred  the  resentment  of  die  high 
churchmen,  who  accused  him  of  having  preached  up  rebel- 
lion. Many  books  were  written  against  the  maxims  he 
professed.  These  he  answered ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
controversy,  acquitted  himself  with  superior  temper,  judg- 
ment, and  solidity  of  argument.  He,  as  well  as  bishop 
Burnet,  and  several  other  prelates,  had  been  treated  with 
great  virulence  in  Sacheverells  sermon ;  and  the  lord  trea- 
surer was  scurrilously  abused  under  the  name  of  Yolpone. 
$  Vllf  •  The  doctor  being  impeached  at  the  iiar  of  the 
upper  house,  petitioned  that  he  might  be  admitted  to  bail ; 
but  this  indulgence  was  refused,  and  the  commons  seemed 
bent  upon  prosecuting  him  with  such  severity  as  gave  dis- 
gust to  men  of  moderate  principles.  Meanwhile  the  tories 
were  not  idle.  They  boldly  afirmed  that  the  whigs  had 
formed  a  design  t^  paW  down  the  church ;  and  that  this 
prosecution  whs  intended  to  try  their  strength,  before  they 
would  proceed  openly  to  the  exedUtion  of  (heir  project. 
These  assertions  were  supported,  and  even  credited  by 
peat  part  of  the  clergy,  who  did  not  fai>  to  alarm  and 
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infiftme  tbeur  hearers;  while  enkearies  were  employed  W 
raise  a  fermrat  among^  the  populace,  already  prepared  with 
discontent  arising  from  a  scarcity  which  prevailed  in  almost 
ievery  country  of  Europe.  The  ministers  magnified  the 
dangers  to  which  the  church  was  exposed,  from  dissenters, 
whigs,  and  lukewarm  prelates.  These  they  represented  a^ 
the  authors  of  a  ruinous  war,  which,  in  a  little  time  would 
produce  universal  famine;  and  as  the  immediate  encou^ 
ragers  of  those  palatine  refugees  who  had  been  brought 
over,  to  the  number  of  six  thousmid,  and  maintained  bjr 
voluntary  contributions  until  they  could  be  conveniently 
transported  into  Ireland,  and  the  plantations  in  America. 
The  charity  bestowed  upon  those  unhappy  strangers  exas- 
perated the  poor  of  England,  who  felt  severely  the  effects 
of  the  dearth,  and  helped  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  popular 
discontent.  The  articles  against  Dr.  Sacheverel  being  exr 
hibited,  his  person  was  committed  to  the  deputy  usher  of 
the  black  rod ;  but,  afterwards,  the  lords  admitted  him  to 
baiL  Then  he  drew  up  an  answer  to  the  charge,  in  which 
he  denied  some  articles,  and  others  he  endeavoured  to 
justify  or  extenuate.  The  conunons  having  sent  up  a 
replication,  dedaring  they  were  ready  to  prove  the  charge, 
die  lords  appointed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February, 
for  the  trial  in  Westminster  hall. 

$  IX.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  turned 
4ipon  this  eztomordinary  trial.  It  lasted  three  weeks,  during 
which  all  other  business  was  suspended;  and  the  queen 
herself  was  every  -day  present,  though  in  quality  of  a  pri- 
vate specti^r*  The  managers  for  the  commons  were  sir 
Joseph  Jekyl,  Mr.  Eyre,  solicitor  general,  sir  Peter  King, 
recorder  of  the  city  of  London,  lieutenant  general  Stan- 
hope, sir  Thomas  Parker,  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpqle,  trea- 
surer of  the  navy*  The  doctor  was  defended  by  sir  Simoti 
.Umrcourt  and  Mr.  Fhipps,  and  assisted  by  Dr.  Atterbury, 
Du  Smallridge,  and  Dr.  Friend.  A  vast  multitude  attend- 
ed him  every  day  to  and  from  Westminster  hall,  striving 
to  kiss  his  hand,  and  praying  for  his  deliverance,  as  if  he 
had  been  a  martyr  and  confessor.  The  queen's  sedan  was 
beset,  by  die  populace,  exclaiming,  ^^  God  bless  your  mar- 
^  jesty  and  the  church.  We  hope  your  majesty  is  for  Dr. 
^^  Sacheverel."     They  oompelled  M  persons  to  lift  their 
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the  knowledge  of  the  people^  who  are  nattimUv  too  aqpt  to 
resist :  that  the  revolution  was  not  to  be  boasted  of  or  made 
a  precedent ;  but  that  a  mantle  ought  to  be  thrown  over  it, 
and  it  should  be  caHed  a  vacancy  or  abdication.  He  aaid 
the  original  compact  were  dangerous  words,  not  to  be  men- 
tioned without  great  caution :  that  those  who  examined  the 
revolution  too  nicely  were  no  frienda  to  it;  and  that  theie 
'  seemed  to  be  a  necsesaity  for  preaching  up  nonreaistance 

and  passive  obedience  at  that  time,  when  resistance  was 
justified*  The  duke  of  Argyle  affirmed,  that  the  clergy  in 
all  ages  had  delivered  up  the  righu  and  privileges  of  die 
people,  preaching  up  the  kmg's  power,  in  order  to  govera 
Um  the  more  easily;  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to  be 
suffered  to  meddle  with  politics.  The  earl  of  Aog^cacy 
-owned  the  doctor  had  preached  nonsense ;  but  said,  that  was 
no  crime.  The  duke  of  Leeds  distinguished  between  neais- 
tance  and  revolution;  for  had  not  the  last  succeeded,  it 
would  have  certunly  been  rebellion,  since  he  knew  (^  no 
<ither  but  hereditary  right.  The  bishop  ofdalisbury  justi- 
fied resistance  from  die  hook  of  Maccabees :  he  mentioned 
the  conduct  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  assisted  the  Scots,  the 
French,  and  the  states  general,  in  insisting  their  different 
«0Tereign8,  and  was  supported  in  this  practice  both  by  her 
parliaments  and  her  convocanons.  He  observed  dmt  king 
Charles  I.  had  assisted  the  citizens,  of  Hochdle  in  their 
rebellion ;  that  Manwaring  incurred  a  severe  censure  from 
the  parliament  for  having,  broached  the  doctrine  of  d&e  di- 
vine right  of  kings ;  and  that  though  diis  became  a  fiivour- 
ite  maxim  after  the  restoration,  yet  its  warteest  asserters 
were  the  first  who  pleaded  for  resisUnce  when  they  thought 
/ "  -.  themselves  oppressed.  The  archbishop  of  York,  dieAduJke 
S^''ijj^*(((^  ^  Buckingham,  and  other  leaders  of  the  tory  interest,  de* 
dared  that  they  never  read  such  a  piece  of  madness  and 
nonsense  as  Sacbeverers  sermon ;  but  they  did  not  think 
him  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  Next  day,  Dr.  Wake, 
bishop  of  Lincoln,  accused  Sacheverel  of  having  mada 
a  strange  and  false  representation  of  die  design  (cr  a 
comprehension,  which  had  been  set  on  foot  by  ardi- 
bishop  Sancroft,  and  promoted  by  the  most  eminent  di- 
vines of  the  church  pf^Engiand.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
Memt  step  should  be  talcen  for  putting  a  stop  to  sudi 
;*"  -  ^  ■ 
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preaching^,  as,  If.  not  timely  correettd,  mi^t  kmile  heatv 
and  animosities  that  would  endanger  both  church  and 
state.  Dr.  Trimnel^  bishop  of  Norwich,  expatiated  os 
the  insolence  of  Sacheverel^  who  had  arraigned  archbishop 
Grindal,  one  of  the  eminent  reformers,  as  a  perfidious  pre- 
late, fior  haring  favoured  and  tolerated  the  disciplhe  of 
Geneva.  Be  enlarged  upon  the  good  effects  of  the  tolera- 
tion. He  took  notice  of  Satheverel's  presumption  in  pub- 
lishing inflammatory  prayers,  declaring  himself  under  per^ 
secution,  while  he  was  prosecuted  for  offending  against  the 
law,  by  those  who  in  common  justice  ought  to  be  thought 
die  fairest  accusers,  and  before  their  lordships,  who  were 
jusdy  acknowledged  to  be  the  most  impartiiJ  judges.  In 
discussing  the  fourth  article,  the  bishop  of  Salisbury  spoke 
with  great  vehemence  against  Sacheverel,  who,  by  inveiging 
agunst  the  revolution,  toleration,  and  union,  seemed  to^'ar* 
nugn  and  attack  the  queen  herself;  since  her  majesty  had  so 
great  a  share  in  the  first :  had  often  declared  she  would 
mtuntain  the  second }  and  that  she  looked  upon  the  third  as 
the  roost  glorious  event  of  her  reign.  He  affirmed,  that 
aoAing  could  be  more  plain  than  the  doctor's  reflecting 
ttpon  her  majesty's  ministers  i  and  that  he  had  so  well 
marked  out  a  noble  peer  there  present,  by  an  ugly  and 
scurrilous  epidiet  which  he  would  not  repeat,  that  it  was 
DotpoesiUe  to  mistake  his  meaning.  Some  of  the  younger 
peers  could  not  help  laughing  at  this  undesigned  sarcasm 
upon  the  lord  treasurer,  whom  Sacheverel  had  reviled  under 
die  nune  of  Votpone :  they  exclsumed,  ^^  Name  him,  name 
^  himf*'  and,  in  all  probability,  the  zealous  bishop,  who  was 
remarkable  for  absence  of  mind  and  unguarded  expressions, 
would  have  gratified  their  request,  had  not  the  chancdloi', 
interpoeittg,  declared  that  no  peer  was  obliged  to  say  more 
than  he  should  think  proper. 

§  XI.  After  obstinate  disputes,  and  much  virulent 
altercation,  Sacheverel  was  found  guilty  by  a  majority  of 
seventeen  voices ;  and  feur-and-thirty  peers  entered  a  pro- 
test against  this  decision.  He  was  prohibited  from  preach^ 
iBgfor  the  term  of  three  years :  his  two  sermons  were  or- 
dered to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman, 
in  the  presence  of  the  lord  mayor  and  the  two  sheriffs  of 
London  and  Middlesex.  The  lords  likewise  voted,  that  th*- 
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executioner  should  cotnmit  to  the  same  fire  the  famous  de** 
cree  passed  in  the  convocation  of  the  university  of  Oxford^ 
asserting  the  absolute  authority  and  indefeasible  right  of 
princes.  A  like  sentence  was  denounced  by  the  comnMms 
upon  a  book,  entitled,  ^^  Collections  of  Passages  referred  to 
^'  by  Dr.  Sacheverel,  in  his  Answer  to  the  Articles  of  Im- 
**  peachment*"  These  he  had  selected  from  impious  books 
lately  publishedt  and  they  were  read  by  his  counsel,  as 
proofs  that  the  church  was  in  danger.  The  lenity  of  the 
sentence  passed  upon  Sacheverel,  which  was  in  a  great 
measure  owing  to  the  dread  of  popular  resentment,  his 
friends  considered  as  a  victory  obtained  over  a  whigfactioD, 
and  they  celebrated  their  triumph,  with  bonfires  and  illumi- 
nations. On  the  fifth  day  of  April,*  the  queen  ordered  the 
parliament  to  be  prorogued,  after  having,  in  her  speech  to 
both  houses,  expressed  her  concern  for  the  necessary  occa- 
sion which  had  taken  up  great  part  of  their  time  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  session.*  She  declared  that  no  prince 
could  have  a  more  true  and  tender  concern  for  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  the  church  than  she  had,  and  should 
always  have ;  and  she  said  it  was  very  injurious  to  take  a 
pretence  from  wicked  and  malicious  libels,  to  insinuate  that 
the  church  was  in  danger  by  her  administration* 

$  XIL  The  French  king,  seeing  the  misery  of  his  peo- 
ple daily  increase,  and  all  his  resources  fail,  humbled  him- 
self again  before  the  allies,  and  by  the  means  of  Pet- 
kum,  who  still- corresponded  with  his  ministers*  implored 
the  states  general,  that  the  negotiation  might  be  resumed. 
In  order  to  facilitate  their  consent,  he  despatched  a  new 
project  of  pacification,  in  which  he  promised  to  renounce 
his  grandson,  and  to  comply  with  all  their  other  demands, 
provided  the  electors  of  Cologn  and  Bavaria  should  be 
reestablished  in  their  estates  and  dignities.  These  over- 
tures being  rejected,  another  plan  was  offered,  and  commu- 
nicated to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  emperor  and  queen 
of  Great  Britain*  Then  Petkum  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
marquis  de  Torcy,  intimating,  that  the  allies  required  his 
most  christian  majesty  should  declare,  in  plain  and  ex- 
pressive terms,  that  he  consented  to  all  the  preliminaries^ 

•  An.  1710.  a  BuraeL  Hare.  Torcv.  Fcuquicres.  tiist  of  the  Duke  of 

Mariborougk.  Tmdal.  Voltaire. 
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eascept  the  thiftjr-ievei^  article,  which  mSpdettd  a  ( 
tkm  of  arms,  in  one  the  Spaoiah  mcmaxchy  shoiild  bm 
delivered  to  king  Charles  in  the  space  of  two  months.  He 
aaid,  the  allies  would  send  passports  to  the  French  minis* 
ters,  to  treat  of  an  equiVakat  fcur  that  article*  Lewis  waa 
even  fiorced  to  swallow  this  bitter  draught,  fie  si|^ii£ed 
hia  consent,  and  appointed  the  mareschal  d'Uxelles  and  the 
abbe  Polignac  his  plenipotentiariefl^  They  were  not  suf* 
fared,  however,  to  enter  Holland,  but  were  net  by  the  de* 
poties  Buys  and  Vanderdussen  at  Gertrnjrdenburil^.  Mean* 
while,  the  States  desired  the  queen  of  England  to  send  over 
the  dake  of  MarUnrnMi^  to  assist  them  with  his  advice 
in  these  conferences.  The  two  houses  of  parliament  se* 
conded  their  request  in  a  joint  address  to  her  majesty,  who 
told  xhem  she  had  already  given  directions  lor  his  departure  ; 
and  said  she  waa  glad  to  find  they  concnared  with  her  in  a 
just  sense  of  the  duke's  eminent  services.  Both  the  letter 
and  the  address  were  procured  by  the  interest  of  Mail* 
borough  to  let  the  queen  see  how  much  thi^  noUeiiian'  was 
considered  both  at  home  and  abroad.  But  she  was  already 
wholly  alienated  from  him  in  her  heait,  and  these  ezpedi* 
enta  served  only  to  increase  her  disgust. 

4  XIIL  The  French  ministers  were  subjected  to  every 
species  of  mortification.  They  were  in  a  manner  confined 
to  a  small  fortified  town,  and  all  iheir  condua  narrowly 
wacchod..  Their  accommodation  was  mean  :  their  letters 
were  opened;  aad  they  were  daily  insulted  by  injurious 
libels.  The  Dutch  deputies  would  hear  of  no  relaxation, 
and  no  expedient  for  removing  the  difficulties  that  retarded 
the  negotiation.  In  vain  the  pknipotenjdaries  decUred, 
diat  die  French  king  could  not  with  decency,  or  the  leaat 
regaid  to  his  honour,  wage  war  against  his  own  grandson : 
die  deputies  insisted  upon  his  effecting  the  cession  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies  to  the  house  of  Austria;  and  aubmitting  to 
every  other  article  specified  in  die  p^Uminaries.  Nay,  ^ey 
even  reserved  In  themselves  a  power  of  making  ulterior  de» 
mands  after  the  preliminaries  should  be  adjusted.  Lewis  pro- 
posed that  soase  small  provision  should  be  made  for  the  duke 
of  Anjou,  which  might  induce  him  to  relinquish  Spain  the 
more  easily.  He  mentioned  the  kingdom  of  Arragon ;  and 
this  bint  being  disagreeable  to  the  allies,  he  demanded 
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Waftes  and  Sicily*  Whei|  they  urged  thad  Naglefi  wms 
already  mposaesaioiirof  the  house  of  Austria,  he  restricted 
tbe  proviskm  to  Sicily  and  Sardinia.  |ie  offered  to  deli* 
ver  up  four  cautionary  tdwns^  in  Flanders,  as  a  securky  for 
Philip's  Evacuating  Spain;  and  even  promise  to  suf^ly 
the  confederates  with  a  monthly  sum  of  money,  to  defray 
.the  expense  of  expelling  the  prince  from  his.  doaainions, 
^liould  he  refuse  to  resign  th^m  with  a  g^d  grace.  The 
adistfliace  cd  all  the  conferences  was  ccmnnunicated  to  lord 
TjE^wifehend,  aad  count  Zinzendorf,  the  Imperial  plenipo* 
tentiairy^  but  the  conduct  of  the  deputies  was  regulated 
hy  ihe  pen&i<mary  Aeinstus,  who  was  firmly  attached  to 
pnnce  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough^  more  averse 
than  ever  to  a  pacification.  The  negotiation  lasted  firom 
the  minetsenth  day  of  March  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  July, 
4uring  which .  term  the  conferences  were  several  tinaes 
iaterrupted,  and  a  gr^at  many  deapatches  and  new  proposals 
fUTtved  from  Versailles.  At  length,  the  plenipotentiaries 
retimed  to  France,  after  having  seat  a  letter  to  the  pen* 
sionary,  ifi  which  they  declared,  that  the  proposals  made  by 
the4eputiea  we^^  unjust  and  impracticable ;  and  cofnplained 
of  the  unworthy  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  exposed* 
Lewis  resolved  tq  hazard  another  campaign,  not  without 
hope^  that  t)iere  might  be  some  jucky  incident  in  the  events 
of  war,  and  that  the  approaching  revolution  in  the  English 
ministry,  of  which  he  was  well  apprised,  would  be  produc- 
tive of  a  mpre  reasonable  pacification.  The  states  general 
resolved,  that  the  enemy  had  departed  from  the  foundation 
pa  which  the  negotiation  had  begun,  and  ^udied  pretences 
to  eyade  the  execution  of  the  capital  points,  the  restitution 
of  Spain  and  the  Indies ;  and,  in  short,  that  France  had  no 
pdier  view  than  to  sow  and  create  jealousy  and  disunion 
among  the  allies«  Lord  Townsbend,,in  a  memorial,  assured 
them,  that  the  queen  entirely!  approved  their  resolution,  and 
all  the  steps  they  had  taken  In  du^  bourse  of  the  negotiation  : 
and  that  die  was  firmly  resolied  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
all  possible  vigour,  until  the  enemy  should  accept  such 
terms  of  peace  as  might  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  elms': 
tian  world. 

$  XIV.  The  conferences  did  not  retard  the  operations 
pf  ^  campaign.     Prince  Eugene  apd  the  duke  of  Marl- 
'•  • 
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borough  aet  out  £rom  the  Hague  oe  Ae  tketBth  dftf  «f 
March  £br  Taurnay,  in  order  to  assemble  the  foroea  wbieh 
were  quartered  on  the  Maeae,  in  Flandera,  asd  Brabant* 
On  die  twentieth  of  Aprils  they  auddenly  advanced  to 
Poiit-a- Veodtnt  in  order  to  aHaek  the  liiMs  upon  which  the 
French  had  been  at  work  all  the  winter,  hoping  by  dieae  to 
cover  Douay  and  other  frontier  towns,  which  wore  tfareafe* 
ened  by  the  confederates.  The  troops  left  for  the  dafenee 
of  the  lines  retired  without  opposition*  Tlie  allies  hnving 
kad  bridges  oi^r  theji^arp,  the  duke  of  Madborough  with  ,  /  / 
his  divisiott  passed  the  river,  and  eneaoiped  at  V itri*  Frinoe 
Eugene  remained  on  the  other  side,  and  invested  Douay» 
the  enemy  retiring  towikrds  CamlHrfty.  Mareschal  Vilhos 
idtt  commanded  the  French  anny,  which  was  extremely 
numeioae  and  wett  aippohited^  considering  the  distress  of 
that  kingdom.  Indeed^  the  number  was  augmented  by  this 
distress  i  for  many  thousands  saved  themselves  from  d|ing 
of  hunger,  by  carrying  arms  in  the  service*  The  mareachnl 
having  assemUed  idl  his  forces,  passed  the  Scheldt,  and 
encamped  at  Boucham,  declaring  diat  he  would  give  battle 
to  the  ccmfederates ;  an  alteration  was  immediately  made  in 
the  disposition  of  the  allies,  and  proper  precautions  taken 
for  his  reeeption.  He  advanced  in  order  of  battle ;  bat 
havmg  viewed  the  situation  of  the  confederates  be  mardhed 
haok  to  the  heights  of  St.  Lawrence,  where  he  fixed  hia 
camp.  His  aim  was,  by  continual  alarms,  to  interru|it  the 
siege  o£  Douay,  which  was  vigorously  defended  by  a  nut 
merous  garrison,  under  the  command  of  monsieur  Albergoltlt 
who  made  a  number  of  successful  sallies,  in  which  the  b^ 
siegers  lost  a  great  number  of  men.  They  were  tikewiio 
repulsed  in  several  assaults :  but  still  proeeeded  with  unrf« 
mined  vigour,  until  the  besieg^  being  reduced  to  the  toftf 
extremity,  were  obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  twenty«-«ijah 
of  June,  fifty  days  after  the  trtTnches  had  been  opened* 
The  generals  finding  it  impracticable  to  attack  the  enemy, 
who  were  posted  within  strong  lines  from  Arras  towardt 
Miramont,  resolved  to  besiege  Bethune,  which  was  inve$t* 
ed  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  and  surrendered  on  tho 
twenty-ninth  day  of  August.  ViUars  marched  out  of  his 
intrenchments  with  a  view  to  raise  the  siege;  but  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  hazard  an  engagement:  some  warm 
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skirmishes^  however,  happened  between  die  foragers  of  the 
two  armies.  After  the  reduction  of  Bethune,  the  allies 
besieged  at  one  time  the  towns  of  Aire  and  St.  Venant, 
which  were  taken  without  much  difficulty*  Thai  die 
armies  broke  up,  a^  mardied  into  winter  quarters. 

$  XV.  The  campaign  on  the  Rhine  was  productive  of 
no  military  event;  nor  was  any  thing  of  consequence 
transacted  in  Piedmont.  The  didie  of  Savc^  being  indis- 
posed and  out  of  humour,  the  command  of  the  forces-  still 
continued  vested  in  count  Thaun,  who  endeavoured  to*  paae 
the  Alps,  and  penetrate  into  Dauphine  :  but  the  dsakc  of 
Berwick  had  cast  up  intrenchments  in  the  mountains,  and 
taken  such  precautions  to  guard  them,  as  bailed  all  the 
attempts  of  the  Imperial  general.  Spain  was  much  more 
fruitful  of  military  incidents*  The  horse  and  dragoons  in 
the  army  of  king  Charles,  headed  by  general  Stanhope,  at- 
tacked the  whole  cavalry  of  the  enemy  at  Almenaanu 
Stanhope  charged  in  person,  and  with  his  own  hand  slew 
general  Amessaga,  who  commanded  the  guards  of  Philip* 
The  Spanish  horse  were  entirely  routed,  together  with 
nine  battalions  diat  escaped  by  favour  of  the  darkness; 
and  the  main  body  of  the  army  retired  with  precipitation 
to  Lerida^  General  Staremberg^  pursued  them  to  Sara«- 
gossa,  where  he  found  them  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  ; 
and  an  engagement  ensuing  on  the  ninth  day  of  August, 
the  enemy  were  totally  defeated :  five  thousand!  of  their 
men  were  killed,  seven  thousand  taken,  together  with  all 
their  artillery,  and  a  great  number  of  colours  and  standards. 
King  Charles  entered  Saragossa  in  triumph,  while  Philip 
with  the  wreck  of  his  army  retreated  to  Madrid.  Having 
sent  his  queen  and  son  to  Victoria,  he  retired  to  Valla- 
dolid,  in  order  to  collect  his  scattered  forces,  so  as  to  fonn 
another  army.  The  good  fortune  of  Charles  was  of  a 
short  duration.  Stanhope  proposed  that  he  should  im- 
mediately secure  Pampeluna,  the  only  pass  by  which  the 
French  kbg  could  send  troops  to  Spain ;  but  this  salutary 
schenre  was  rejected.  King  Charles  proceeded  to  Madrid^ 
which  was  deserted  by  all  the  grandees ;  and  he  had  the 
mortification  to  see  that  the  Castilians  were  universally 
attached  to  his  competitor. 
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$  XVI.  WMle  faift  forces  cbntinued  cantoned  in  the 
neif^bottriiood  of  Toledo,  the  king  of  Fnmce,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Philip^,  sent  the  duke  de  Vendome  to  take  the 
command  of  die  Spanish  army,  which  was  at  the  same  time 
reinforced  by  detachments  of  Fr^ch  tffops.  Vendome's 
reputatioii  was  so  high,  and  bis  p6rM>o  so  beloved  by  the 
6ol£ery,  that  his  presence  was  almost  equivalent  to  an 
army.  A  great  number  of  volunteers  immediately  as- 
sembled to  signalize  themselves  under  the  eye  of  this 
renowned  general.  The  CastiKans  were  inspired  widi 
fresh  courage,  and  made  surprising  efforts  in  favour  of  their 
sovereigns  so  that  in  less  than  three  months  after  his 
defeat  at  Saragossa,  he  was  in  a  condition  to  go  in  quest 
of  his  riv^aL  Charles,  on  die  other  hand,  was  totally 
negleeted  by  die  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great  Britain,  which 
took  no  steps  to  supply  his  wants,  or  enable  him  to  pro- 
secute the  advantages  he  had  gained.  In  the  beginning  of 
November  his  army  marched  back  to  Saragossa,  and  was 
cantoned  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cifiientes,  where  Starem- 
berg  estnUMied  his  head  quarters*  General  Stanhope, 
with  the  British  forces,  was  quartered  in  the  litde  town  of 
Brftuega,  where,  on  die  twenty-seventh  day  of  the  month, 
he  ibbttd  himself  suddenly  surrounded  by  theVhole  Spanish 
axmy.  As  the  place  was  not  tenable,  and  he  had  very 
little  ammunidont  he  was  obliged,  after  a  short  but  vigorous 
resistance,  to  capitulate,  and  surrender  himself  and  all  his 
forces  prisoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
men,  including  three  lieutenant  generals,  one  major  general, 
one  brigndier,  with  all  the  colonels  and  officers  of  die 
rapeetive  regiments.  He  was  greatly  censured  for  having 
diowed  himself  to  be  surprised ;  for  if  he  had  placed  a 
guard  upon  the  neighbouring  hills,  according  to  the  advice 
of  general  Carpenter,  he  might  have  received  notice  of  the 
enemy's  approach  time  enough  to  retire  to  Ciftientes. 
Thither  he  had  detatched  his  aide-du-camp,  with  an  ac- 
,  count  of  his  situation,  on  the  appearance  of  the  Spanish 
army;  and  Staremberg  immediately  assembled  his  forces. 
About  eleven  in  the  forenoon  they  began  to  march  towards 
Brihnega;  but  the  roads  were  so  bad,  that  night  over- 
took them  before  they  reached  the  heights  in  the  neighbour^- 
lood  of  that  place*     Stafemberg  is  said  to  have  loitered 
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away  his  time  unnecessarily  from  mdtiires  of  envy  to  the 
English  general,  who  had  surrendered  before  his  arrival. 
The  troops  lay  all  night  on  their  arms  near  Villavieiosa, 
and  on  the  twenty-ninth  were  attacked  by  the  en^B^y^  who 
doubled  their  number.  Staremberg's  left  wing  Was  utterly 
defeated,  all  the  infantry  that  composed  it  having  -been 
either  cut  in  pieces  or  taken :  but  the  victors  instead  of 
following  the  blow,  began  to  plunder  the  baggage;  and 
Staremberg  with  his  right  wing  fought  their  left  wiA 
surprising  valour  and  perseverance  till  night.  -  Then  diey 
retired  in  disorder,  leaving  him  master  of  the  field  of  bMde 
and  of  all  their  artilkry.  Six  thousand  of  the  enemy  were 
killed  on  the  ^pot:  but  the  allies  hid  suffered  so  sevtrely 
that  the  general  could  not  maintain  his  ground.  He 
ordered  the  cannon  to  be  nailed  up,  and  nmrched  to 
Saragossa,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Catalonia.  Thilher 
he  was  pursued  by  the  duke  de  Vendome,  who  reduced 
Balaguer,  in  which  he  had  left  a  garrison,  and  iCompeUed 
him  to  take  shelter  under  the  walls  of  Barcelona.  At  lim 
period  the  duke  de  Noailles  invested  Gironae,  which  he 
reduced  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather:  so 
that  Philip  from  a  fugitive,  became  in. three  mendis  abso- 
lute master  of  the  whole  Spanish  monarchy,  earcept  the  {m>- 
vince  of  Catalonia,  and  even  that  lay  opeh-to  his  incursions. 
Nothing  of  consequence  was  achieved  on  the  side  of  Por- 
tugal, from  whence  the  earl  of  Galway  returned  to  Eng- 
land by  the  queen's  permission.  The  operaitons  of  tlie 
British  fleet,  during  this  summer,  were  so  inconsiderable  as 
scarcely  to  deserve  notice.  Sh*  John  Norris  commanded 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  with  a  view  to  support  die 
Camisars,  who  were  in  arms  in  the  Cevennes,  sailed  to 
Port  Cette,  within  a  league  of  Marseilles,  and  at  the 
distance  of  fifteen  from  the  insurgents.  The  place  sihtv 
rendered,  without  opposition,  to  about  seven  hundred  men 
that  landed  under  the  command  of  major  general  Saissan, 
a  native  of  Languedoc.  He  likewise  made  himself  master 
of  the  town  and  casde  of  Ayde ;  but  the  duke  de  NoaiUea 
advancing  with  a  body  of  forces  to  join  the  duke  de 
Roquelaire,  who  commanded  in  those  parts^  the  English 
abandoned  their  conquefsts,  ^d  reembarkcd*"  with  precipi- 
tation.    After  the  battle  of  Pultowa  the  c2ar  of  Muscovy 
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reduted  all  Ltvonia  x  but  he  and  king  Augustus  agreed  to 
a  neutrality  for  Pomerania.  The  king  of  Sweden  con- 
dnuied  at  Bender,  and  the  grand  seignior  interested  himself 
so  much  in  favour  of  that  prince,  as  to  declare  war  against 
the  emperor  of  Russia.  Hostilities  were  carried  on  be- 
tween the  Swedish  and  Danish  fleets,  with  various  success. 
The  malconteiits  m  Hungary  sustained  repeated  losses 
dorhfg  the  summer :  but  they  were  encouraged  to  maintain 
the  war  by  the  rupture  between  the  Ottoman  Porte  and 
Russia.  They  were  flattered,  with  hopes  of  auxiliaries 
from  At  T^H*ks :  and  expected  engineers  and  money  from 
the  French  monarch. 

$  XVII.  In  England,  the  effects  of  those  intrigues  which 
had  been  formed  against  the  whig  ministers  began  to  appear. 
The  trial  of  Sacheverel  had  excited  a  popular  spirit  of  aver- 
sion to  those  who  favoured  the  dissenters.  From  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  addresaes  were  presented  to  the  queen,  censur- 
ing all  resistance  as  a  rebellious  doctrine,  founded  upon 
smtimonarGhical  and  republican  principles.  At  the  same 
time  counter  addresses  were  procured  by  the  whigs  extol- 
mg  the  revolution,  and  magnifying  the  conduct  of  the  pre- 
sent parliament.  The  queen  began  to  express  her  attach- 
ment to  the  tones,  by  mortifying  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
Upon  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Essex  she  wrote  to  the  gene> 
ral,  desiring  that  the  regiment  which  had  been  commanded 
by  that  noUeman  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Hill,  brother  to 
Mrs*  Masham,  who  had  supplanted  the  dutchess  of  Marl- 
borough in  the  queen's  friendship,  and  was,  in  effect,  the 
source  of  this  political  revolution.  The  duke  represented 
to  her  majesty,  in  person,  the  prejudice  that  would  redound 
to  the  service  from  the  promotion  of  such  a  young  officer 
over  the  heads  of  a  great  many  brave  men,  whb  had  exhibi-  ^ 
ted  repeated  proofs  of  valour  and  capacity.  He  expostu- 
lated with  his  sovereign  on  this  extraordinary  mark  of  par- 
tial regard  to  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Masham,  which  he  could 
not  help  considering  as  a  declaration  against  himself  and  his 
family,  who  had  so  much  cause  to  complain  of  that  lady's 
malice  and  ingratitude.  To  this  remonstrance  the  .queen 
made  no  other  reply,  but  that  he  would  do  well  to  consult 
his  friends.  The  earl  of  Godolphin  enforced  his  friend's 
arguments,  though  without  effect ;  and  the  duke  retired  in 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


9^  HISTORY  OF  WiGIAND.  |^|q^ 

disgitet  to  .Wmdsor.  The  queen  appeared  at  coandl  wUi«- 
out  taking  the  least  notice  of  hit  absence,  iirhich  did  not  fail 
to  alarm  the  whole  whig  faction*  Several  noblemen  ven- 
tured to  speak  to  her  majesty  on  the  subject,  and  explain 
the  bad  consequences  of  disobliging  a  man  who  had  doufi 
such  eminent  services  to  the  nation.  She  told  them  his 
services  were  still  fresh  in  her  memory:  and  that  she  re* 
tained  all  her  former  kindness  for  his  pecion*  Hearingi 
however,  that  a  popular  clamour  was  raised,  and  that  the 
house  of  commons  intended  to  pass  some  votes  that  would 
be  disagreeable  to  her  and  her  new  counsellors,  she  ordered 
the  earl  of  Godolphin  to  write  to  the  duke,  to  dispose  of 
the  regiment  as  he  should  think  proper,  and  return  to  town 
immediately.  Before  he  received  this  intimation  he  had 
sent  a  letter  to  the  queen;  dtsiring  ab^  would  permit  him 
to  retire  from  business.  In  answer  to  this  petition,  she 
assured  him  his  suspicions  were  groundless,  and  insisted 
upon  his  coming  to  council.  The  dutchess  demanded  an 
audience  of  her  majesty,  on  pretence  of  vindicating  her  own 
character  from  some  aspersions.  She  hoped  to  work  u^on 
the  queen's. tenderness,  and  retrieve  the  influence  she  had 
lost.  She  protested,  argued,  wept,  and  supplicated:  but 
the  queen  was  too  well  pleased  with  her  own  deliverance 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  other's  friendship,  to  incur  such 
slavery  for  the  future.  All  the  humiliation  of  the  dutchess 
sensed  only  to  render  herself  the  more  contemptible.  The 
queen  heard  her  without  exhibiting  the  least  sign  of  emo- 
tion, and  all  she  would  vouchsafe,  was  a  repetition  of  these 
words,  ^^  You  desired  no  answer,  and  you  shall  have  none  $" 
alluding  to  an  expression  in  a  letter  she  had  received  from 
the  dutchess.  As  an  additional  mortification  to  the  mioia* 
try,  the  office  of  lord  chamberlain  was  transferred  from  the 
duke  of  Kent  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  who  had  lately 
voted  with  the  tories,  and  maintained  an  intimacy  of  corre- 
spondence with  Mr.  Harley.  The  interest  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  was  not  even  sufficient  to  prevent  the  dis- 
mission of  his  own  son-in-law,  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  from 
the  post  of  secretary  of  state,  in  which  he  was  succeeded 
by  lord  Dartmouth. 

$  XVIII.  The  queen  was  generally  applauded  for  thus 
asserting  her  just  prerogative,  and  setting  herself  free  from 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


iriO.  ANNE.  gf 

an  arbitrary  cajlial^  by  which  8h«  had  been  so  long  kept  in 
dependence*  The  duke  of  Beaufort  went  to  court  on  this 
occasion,  android  her  majesty  he  was  .extremely  glad  that 
he  could  now  salute  her  queen  in  reality*  The  whole  whig 
party  were  justly  alarmed  at  tHese  alterations.  The  direc* 
tors  of  the  bank  represented  to  her  majesty  the  prejudice 
that  would  undoubtedly  accrue  to  public  credit  fi^m  a 
change  of  the  ministry.  The  emperor  and  the  states 
general  interposed  in  this  domestic  revolution.  Their 
ministers  at  London  presented  memorials,  explaining  in 
what  manner  foreign  affairs  would  be  influenced  by  an  alter- 
ation in  the  British  ministry.  The  queen  assured  them, 
diat,  whatever  changes  might  be  made,  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough should  be  ccmtinued  in  his  employments.  In  the 
mcmtfa  of  August  the  earl  of  Godolphin  was  divested  of 
his  office,  and  the  treasury  put  in  commission,  subjected  to 
the  direction  of  Harley,  appointed  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer and  under  treasurer.  The  earl  of  Rochester  was 
declared  president  of  the  council,  in  the  room  of  lord 
Somers :  the  staff  of  lord  steward  being  taken  from  the  duke 
of  Devonshire,  was  given  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham ;  and 
Mr*  Boyle  was  removed  from  the  secretary's  office  to  make 
way  for  Mr.  Henry  St.  John.  The  lord  chancellor  having 
resigned  the  great  seal,  it  was  first  put  in  commission,  and* 
afterwards  given  to  sir  Simon  Harcourt.  The  earl  of 
Wharton  surrendered  his  conunission  ox  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  which  the  queen  conferred  on  the  duke  of  Ormonde 
The  earl  of  Orford  withdrew  himself  from  the  board  of 
admiralty;  and  Mr.  George  Granville  was  appointed 
secretary  of  war,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
The  command  of  the  forces  in  Portugal  was  bestowed  upon 
the  earl  of  Portmore ;  the  duke  of  Hamilton  was  appointed 
lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster.  In  a 
word,  there  was  not  one  whig  left  in  any  office  of  state, 
except  the  duke  of  Maiiborough,  who  would  have  renoun^ 
ced  his  conraiand,  had  he  not  been  earnestly  dissuaded  by 
his  particular  friends  from  taking  such  a  step  as  mig^t  have 
been  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  nation.  That  the 
triumph  of  the  tories  might  be  complete,  the  queen  dis- 
solved thf  whig  parliament,  after  such  precautions-  were 
Vot.  If.  N 
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taken  as^  could  no\  fail  to  iniu«!iice  the  new  .^etioa  in 
favour  of  the  othtr  party* 

$  XIX.  To  thrs  end  nothing  «o  eift:ctuall]^  dontribttted 
as  did  the  trial  of  Sacheverel,  whb  was  used  ««  an  iastru* 
ment  and  tool  to  ivind  and  turn/ the  passions  of  th%  vulgaiv 
Having  been  presented  to  a  benefice  in  Ko«h  Wales^  h* 
Went  in  procession  to  that  country,  with  all  the  ptwp  ^md 
niagnifitrence  of  a  sovereigh  prince^     He  was  smttptuoualy 
entertained    by  the    university  of  Oxford,  and  difierent 
iloblemen,  who,  while  they  worshipped  him  as  the  idol  of 
their  faction,  could  not  help  des/pising  the  object  dfvtbeir 
adoration.  ,  He  was  received  in  several  towns  by  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  corporation  in  tht'ir  formalities,  and  often 
attended  by  a  body  of  a  riiousand  hoipse.     At  Bridgenorth 
he  Was  met  by  Mr.  Creswell,  at  the  head  of  four  i^ouaand 
horse,  and  the  like  number  of  persona  on  foot^  wearing 
'white  knots  edged  with  gold,  and  three  leaves  of  gik  laurel 
in  their  hats.     The  hedges  were  for  two  tniles  dl-esaed  With 
garlands  of  flowers,  and  lined  with  people ;  and  the  steeples^ 
covered  with  streamers,  flags,  and  colours.     Nothing  was 
heard  but  the  cry  of  "  The  chufch  and  Dr.  SachevereU" 
The  clergy  were  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  which 
seemed  to  spread  like  a  contagion  through  ^U  ranka  imd 
degrees  of  people,  and  had  such  effect  upon  elections  for  a 
new.  parliament,  that  ver)-  few  were  returned  as  members 
but  such  as  had  distinguished    themselves  by  their  seal 
ngainst  the  whig  administration.     Now  the  queen  had  the 
pleasure  to  see  all  the  officers  of  state,  the  lieutenancy  of 
London,  the  management  of  corporations,  and  the  direction 
of  both  houses  of  parliament  in  the  hands  of  the  tories. 
When  these  met  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  Mr. 
Bromley   was    chosen   speaker   without  opposition.     TUe. 
queen,  in  her  speech,  recommended  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  with  vigour^  especially  in  Spain.     She  declared  her- 
self resolved  to  support  the  church  of  England  ;  to  pre* 
serve  the  British  constitution  according  to  the  union ;  t6 
mainidin  the  indulgence  by  law  allowed  to  scrupulous  ton* 
science.i ;  and  to  employ  none  but  such  as  were  heartily 
attached  to  the  protostatit  succession  in  the  house  of  Haiio* 
ver.     The  lords  in  their  address,  promised  to  concur  in  all 
re^onable  measures   tOwarda    procuring    an    honourable 
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peace.  The  commoos  were  more  warm  tad  hearty  in 
their  assurances,  exhorting  her  majesty  to  discountenance 
sdl  such  principles  and  measures  aa  had  lately  threatened 
her  royal  crown  and  dignity;  measures  which,  whenever 
they  might  prevail,  would,  prgve  fatal  to  the  whole  consti- 
tution, both  in  church  and  state*  After  this  declaration 
they  proceeded  to  consider  the  estimates,  and  cheerfully 
granted  the  supplies  for  the  ensuing  year,  part  of  which 
was  raised  by  two  lotteries.  In  the  house  of  peers,  the 
earl  of  Scarborough  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  house 
should  be  returned  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough :  bi^t  the 
duke  of  Argyle  made  some  objections  to  the  motion,  ^nd 
the  genei^l's  friends,  dreading  the  consequence  of  putting 
the  question,  postponed  the  consideration  of  this  proposal 
ttQtU  the  duke  should  return  from  the  continent.  The  earl 
of  Peterborough  was  appointed  amb^sador  extraordinary 
to  the  Imperial  court :  the  earl  of  Rivers  was  sent  in  the 
same  quality  to  Hanover:  Mr.  Richard  {lill  was  nominated 
envoy  extraordinary  to  the  United  Provinces,  as  well  as  to 
the  couiicil  of  state  appointed  for  the  government  of  the 
Spanish  Netherlands,  in  the  room  of  lieutenant  general 
Cadogan.  Meredith,  M|icartney,  and  Honeywood,  were 
deprived  of  their  regiments,  because  in  their  cups  they  had 
drunk  confusion  to  the  enemies  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
$  XX.  This  nobleman  arrived  in  England  towards  the 
latter  end  of  December.  He  conferred  about  half  an  hour 
in  private  with  the  queen,  and  next  morning  assisted  at  a 
committee  of  the  privy  council.  Her  majesty  gave  him  to 
understand,  that  he  needed  not  to  expect  the  thanks  of  the 
parliament  aa  formerly ;  and  told  him  she  hoped  he  would 
li^e  well  with  her  ministers.  He  expressed  no  resentment 
at  the  alterations  which  had  been  made ;  but  resolved  to 
acquiesce  in  the  queen^s  pleasure,  and  retain  the  command 
of  the  army  on  her  own  terms.  On  the  second  day  of 
January,  the  queen  sent  a  message  to  both  houses  intima-  ' 
ting  that  there  had  been  an  action  in  Sp^in  to  the  disad* 
vantage  of  king  Charles:  that  the  damage  having  fallen 
particularly  on  the  English  forces,  she  had  given  directions 
for  sending  and  procuring  troops  to  repair  the  loss,  and 
hoped  the  parliament  would  approve  her  conduct.  Both 
houses   seized   this  opportunity   of  venting  their  spleen 
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against  the  old  ministry.  The  history  of  £ngland  is  dis- 
graced by  the  violent  conduct  of  two  turbulent  factions, 
which,  in  their  turn,  engrossed  the  administration,  and 
legislative  power.  TJie  parliamentary  strain  was  quite 
altered.  One  can  hardly  conceive  how  resolutions  so 
widely  different  could  be  taken  on  the  same  subject,  with 
any  shadow  of  i^eason  and  decorum.  Marlborough,  who 
'  but  a  few  months  before  had  been  so  highly  extolled  and 
caressed  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  was  now 
become  the  object  of  parliamentary  hatred  and  censure, 
though  no  sensible  alteration  had  happened  in  his  conduct 
or  success.  That  hero,  who  had  retrieved  the  glorV  of 
the  British  arms,  won  so  many  battles,  subdued  such  a 
number  of  towns  and  districts,  humbled  the  pride  and 
checked  the  ambition  of  France,  secured  the  liberty  of 
Europe,  and,  as  it  were,  chained  victory  to  his  chariot 
wheels,  wa>  in  a  few  weeks  dwindled  into  an  object  of  con- 
tempt and  derision.  He  was  ridiculed  in  public  libels,  and 
<  reviled  in  private  conversation.  Instances  were  every 
where  repeated  of  his  fraud,  avarice,  and  extortion;  his 
insolence,  cruelty,  ambition,  and  misconduct:  even  his 
courage  was  called  in  question ;  and  this  consummate  gen- 
eral was  represented  as  the  lowest  of  mankind.  So  un- 
stable is  the  popularity  of  every  character  that  fluctuates 
between  two  opposite  tides  of  faction. 

$  XXI.  The  lords,  in  their  answer  to  the  queen's  mes^ 
sage,  declared,  that  as  the  misfortune  in  Spain  might  have 
been  occasioned  by  some  preceding  mismaniagement,  they 
would  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  discover  it,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  like  for  the  future.  They  set  on  foot  an  inqui- 
ry concerning  the  affairs  of  Spain  |  and  the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough being  examined  before  the  conunittee,  imputed  all 
the  miscarriages  in  the  cQurse  of  that  war  to  the  carl  of 
Galway  and  general  Stanhope,  Notwithstanding  the  de- 
fence of  Galway, ,  which  was  dear  and  convincing,  the 
house  resolved,  that  the  earl  of  Peterborough  had  given 
a  faithful  and  honourable  account  of  the  councils  df  war 
in  Valencia;  that  the  earl  of  Galway,  lord  Tyrawle^-, 
and  general  Stanhope,  in  advising  an  offensive  waf,  had 
been  the  unhappy  bccasion  of  the  battle  at  ^Imanza,  the 
fsPU^P^  pf  oVLr  p:)i$fQrtunes  in  Spain,  and  one  great  cause  of 
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the  di8ap|K>iiitinent  of  the  expedition  to  Toulon,  concerted 
with  her  majestjr.  They  voted  that  the  prpsecution  of  an 
offensive  war  in  Spain  was  approved  and  directed  by  the 
ministers,  who  were,  therefore,  justly  blamable,  as  having^ 
contributed  to  all  our  misfortunes  in  Spain,  and  to  the-  dis- 
appointment of  the  expedition  against  Tdulon:  that  the 
eari  of  Peterborough,  during  his  command  in  Spain,  had 
performed  many  g^at  and  eminent  services ;  and,  if  his 
opinion  had  been  followed,  it  mig^t  have  prevented  the 
misfortunes  that  ensued.  Then  the  duke  of  Buckingham 
moved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  house  should  be  given  to 
ihe  earl,  for  his  remarkable  and  eminent  services :  and  ^ 
diese  he  actually  received  from  the  mouth  of  the  lord 
keepo-  Harcourt,  who  took  this  opportunity  to  drop  some 
obtique  reflections  upon  the  mercenary  disposition  of  the 
dake  of  Marlborough*  The  house,  proceeding  in  the  in- 
quiry, passed' another  vote,  importing,  that  the  late  minis- 
try had  been  negUgent  in  managing  the  Spanish  war,  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  nation,  Finding  that  the  Portu- 
guese troops  were  posted  on  the  right  of  (he  English  at  the 
batde  of  Almanza,  they  resolved^  that  the  earl  of  Galway, 
in  yielding  this  point,  had  acted  contrary  to  the  honour  of 
the  imperial  crown  of  Great- Britain.  These  resolutions  they 
indnded  in  an  address  to  the  queen,  who  had  been  present 
during  the  debates,  which  were  extremely  violent ;  and  to 
every  separate  vote  was  attached  a  severe  protest.  These 
were  not  the  proceedings  of  candour  and  national  justice, 
but  the  ebullitions  of  party  zeal  and  rancorous  animosity. 
$  XXII.  (While  the  lords  were  employed  in  this  in- 
quiry, {be  commons,  examined  certain  abuses  which  had 
crept  into  the  management  of  the  navy ;  and  some  cen- 
sures were  passed  upon  certain  persons  concerned  in  con- 
tracts for  victualling  the  seamen.  The  inhabitants  of 
St.  Olave's  and  other  parishes  presented  a  petition,  com- 
plaining that  a  gr^eat  number  of  Palatines,  inhabiting  one 
house,  might  produce  among  them  a  contagious  distemper ; 
and  in  time  become  a  charge  to  the  public,  as  they  were 
destitute  of  all  visible  means  of  subsistence.  This  petition 
had  been  procured  by  the  tories,  thsft  the  house  of  com- 
mons might  have  another  handle  for  attacking  the  late 
ministry.     A  committee  was   appointed  to  inquire  ttpon 
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vhat  mvitatfon  or  eacouragemeot  tboae  Pabtuies  Vttd  tiooie 
to  Elngland*     l^he  papers  reUttag  to  this  si&ir  beiag  hikl 
before  them  by  the  queen's  order,  and  penised,  the  hoosc 
resolved^  that  the  invUing  and  bringing  ovey  the  poor  Pala- 
tines of  all  religions,  at  tlte.  public  expense,  was  an  extrar 
vagaot  and  unreasonable  charge  to  the  kin^otn,  and  a  scamr 
dalous  misapplication  of  the  public  money,  tending  to  th^ 
increase  and  oppression  of  the  poor,  and  of  dangerous  con- 
sequence to  the  constitution  in  church  and  ^ate ;  and,  that 
irhoeveV  advised  their  being  brought  orer  waa  an  enemy  to 
ike  queen  and  kingdom.     Animated  by  the  heat  of  this  in- 
quiry, they  passed  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  a  generali 
naturalization  of  all  proteatavts ;  but  this  was  rejected  in 
the  house  of  lords.     Another  bill  was  enacted  into  a  bw, 
•importing,  that'  no  person  should  be  deemed  qualified,  for 
representing  a  county  in  parliament,  unless  he  possessed 
an  estate  of  six  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  and  restricting^ 
the  qualification  of  burgess  to  half  that  sum.     The  design 
of  this  bill  was  to  exclude  trading  people  from  the  houae 
of  commons,  and  to  l^Klge  the  legislative  power  with  the 
landholders*       A  third  act  passed,  permitting  the  importa- 
tion of  French  wine  in  neutral  bottoms:    a  bill  against 
which  the  whigs  loudly  exclaimed,  as  a  national  evil,  and 
a  scandalous  compliment  to  the  enemy* 

$  XXIII.  A  violent  party  in  the  house  of  commons 
began  to  look  upon  Harley  as  a  lukewarm  tory,  because  he 
would  not  enter  precipitately  into  all  their  factious  roea* 
sures :  they  even  began  to  suspect  his  principles,  when  his- 
credit  was  reestablished  by  a  very  singular  accident. 
OuLscard,  the  French  partisan,  of  whom  mention  hath 
already  been  made,  thought  himself  very  ill  rewarded  for 
his  services,  with  a  precarious  pension  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  which  he  enjoyed  from  the  queen's  bounty*  He 
had  been  renounced  by  Su  John,  the  former  companion  of 
his  pleasures :  he  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  obtain  an  au- 
dience of  the  queen,  with  a  view  to  demand  more  consider- 
able appointments.  Harley  was  his  enemy,  and  all  access 
to  her  majesty  was  denied*  Enraged  at  Uksc  di^ppoint- 
ments,  he  attempted  to  make  his  peace  with  the  court  of 
France,  and  offered  his  services,  in  a  letter  t<^  one  Moreau, 
a  banker,  in  Paris*     This  packet,  which  he  enduivourecl 
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m  trixiMdt  by  the  irsj  ttt  Ponu^i,  win  intercepted,  and 
a  wasvmt  issaed  out  tx>  apprehend  hi«i  for  high  treason* 
When  thr  meMtegtr  disarmed  him^m  St.  |amea*s  Fark> 
he  exhibited  mafka  of  guilty  oooftts^on  and-  deqyair,  anA 
begged  that  he  woald  kill  hiaa  directly.  Being  convered 
«a  die  Cockpit,  iti  a  sort  of  frcn^,  he  perceived  a  penknift 
lying  apon  a  table,  and  took  it  up  Without  being  perceived 
bjr  the  attendanta.  A  committee  of  council  was  immedi* 
atcly  siAnmoned,  and  Guiscard  brought  before  them  to  be 
tmnhied.  Fiadiag  that  his  correspondence  with  Af  oreau 
iv^  dtscovered^  he  desired  to  speak  in  private  with  secre* 
tiry  St.  John,  whom,  in  ail- probability,  he  had  resolved  t4 
assassinate.  His  request  being  refused,  he  said,  ^  That^s 
'^  hard  1  not  one  word !"  8t«  John  being  out  of  his  reach, 
he  stepped  up  to  Mr.  Harley,  and  exslatming,  *^  Have  at 
^^  thee,  then !''  subbed  him  in  the  breast  with  the  penknife 
which  he  had  conc^lcd.  The  instrument  broke  upon  the 
IxHie,  without  penetrating  into  the  cavity :  nevertheless,  he 
repeated  the  blow  with  audi  force,  diat  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  fell  to  the  ground.  Secretary  St.  John,  seed- 
ing him  fadl,  cried  ont,  *^  The  villain  has  killed  Mr.  Har* 
*Mey!"  and  drew  his  sword.  Several  other  members 
followed  his  example,  and  wounded  Guiscard  in  several 
places*  Yet  he  made  a  desperate  defence,  until  he  was 
overpowered  by  die  meaaengers  and  servants,  and  convey* 
ed  firom  the  council  chamber,  which  he  had  filled  with  ter- 
ror, tumult,  and  confusio>n.  His  wounds,  though  dangerous^^ 
were  not  mortal  t  but  he  died  of  a  gangrene  occasioned  by  . 
the  bruises  he  had  sustained.  This  attempt  upon  the  life 
of  Harley,  by  a  person  who  wanted  to  establish  a  traitor* 
ous  correspondence  with  France,  extinguished  the  suspi- 
wta  of  those  who  began  to  doubt  that  minister's  integrity* 
The  two  hoQses  of  parliament,  in  an  address  to  the  queen, 
declared  their  belief,  that  Mr.  Harley's  fidelity  to  her  ma- 
j^sty,  and  2eid  for  her  service,  had  drawn  upon  him  the 
hatred  of  all  the  abettors  of  popery  and  faction.^  They 
besought  her  aMijesty  to  take  lall  possible  care  of  her  sacred 
person :  atiil,  for  that  purpose,  to  give  directions  for  causing 

b  Bomet  Qtin4y.  Fcuqvieres.  Toror.  Burchet.  Hiit  of  the  Dolce  of  Maribo. 
rough  MH.  I^ltn.  CouductoftheDuichefis  oi'  Marlborougli.  TindaL  Livci  of  the 
Adouiials.  Voiuire. 
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papists  to  be  removed  from  the  cities  of  London^  and  West* 
minster.  A.  proclamation  was  published,  ordenng  the 
laws  to  be  strictly  put  in  execution  against  papists*  When 
Harley  appeared  in  the  house  of  commons  after  his  reco- 
very,  he  was  congratulated  upon  it  by  the  speaker,  in  a  flo* 
rid  and  fulsome  premeditated  speech.  An  act  was  passed, 
decreeing,  that  an  attempt  upon  the  life  of  a  privy  coun- 
sellor "should  be  felony  without  bej;^t  of  cjergy^  The  earl 
of  Rochester  dying,  Harley  became  sole  minuter,  was 
-  created  baron  of  Wigmore,  and  raised  to  the  rank  of  earl, 
by  the  noble  and  ancient  tide  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer : 
to  crown  his  prosperity,  he  was  appointed  treasurer,  and 
vested  with  the  supreme  administration  of  affiiirs. 

$  XXIV.  The  commons  empowered  certain  persons  to 
examine  all  the  grants  made  by  king  William,  and  repos|L 
the  value  of  them,  as  well  as  \he  considerations  upon 
which  they  were  made.*  Upon  their  report  a  bill  was 
formed  and  passed  that  house ;  but  the  lords  rejected  it  at 
the  first  reading.  Their  next  step  was  to  examine  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  with  a  view  to  fix  an  imputation  on  Ae  earl 
of  Godolphin.  They  voted,  that  Aove  five-and-thirty 
millions  of  ithe  money  granted  by  parliament  remained  un* 
accounted  for.  This  sum,  however,  included  some  accounts 
in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  and  king  William.  One  half 
of  the  whole  was  charged  to  Mr.  Bridges,  the  paymaster^ 
who  had  actually  accounted  for  all  the  money  he  had  re- 
ceived, except  about  three  millions,  though  these  account^ 
had  not  passed  through  the  auditor's  office.  The  commons 
afterwards  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  debts  of  the  navy, 
that  exceeded  five  millions,  which,  with  many,  other  debts, 
were  thrown  into  one  stock,  amounting^to  nine  millions 
four  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds.  A  fund  was  formed  for  paying  an 
interest  or  annuity  of  six  per  cent,  until  the  principal 
should  be  discharged ;  and  with  this  was  granted  a  mono- 
poly of  a  projected  trade  in  the  South  Sea,  vested  in  the 
proprietors  of  navy  bills,  debentures,  and  other  public  se- 
curities, which  were  incorporated  for  this  purpose.  .  Such 
wats  the  origin  of  the  South  Sea  company,  founded  upon  a 
chimerical  supposition,  that  the  English  would  be,  permit- 

*  An.  1711. 
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ted  to  ttwit  upon  die  cottt  of  Peru  in  the  Wcet  Indidi 
Perhaps,  die  new  ministry  hopefd  to  obtain  this  permission^ 
as  an  equivalent  lor  their  abandonmg  the  interest  of  king 
Charies,  with  respect  to  his  pretensions  upon  Spain.  By 
this  time  the  emperor  Joseph  had  died  of  the  smallpox 
wttheut  male  issue ;  so  that  his  brother's  immediate  aim 
was  to  succeed  him  on  the  Imperial  throne.  This  event 
was,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  communicated  by  a 
message  from  the  queen  to  both  houses.  She  toM  them^ 
diat  the  states  general  had  concurred  with  he/ in  a  resohi« 
tion  to  support  the  house  of  Austria ;  and  that  they  had 
already  uken  such  meastu^es  as  would  secure  the  electioit 
of  Charles  as  head  of  the  empire. 

$  XXV.  The  house  of  commons  in  order  to  demon* 
strate  their  attachment  to  the  church,  in  consequence  of  an 
address  from  the  lower  house  of  convocation,  imd  a  quick- 
enittg  message  from  the  queen,  passed  a  bill  fior  building 
iifty  new  'churches  in  the  suburbs  of  London  and  West* 
minster,  and  appropriated  for  this  purpose  the  duty  on 
cosis,  which  had  been  granted  for  die  building  of  St.  Pauls^ 
now  tHitfhed.  This  imposition  was  continued  until  it 
should  raise  the  aum  of  diree  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pooads.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  the  commons  pre* 
seated  a  remOnstruice  or  representation  to  the  queen,  in 
whidi  they  told  her,  that  they  had  not  only  raised  the 
fieceftsary  aupplies,  but  also  discharged  the  heavy  debts 
of  which  the  nation  luul  so  kmg  and  justly  complained* 
They  said,  diat,  in  tracing  the  causes  of  this  debt,  they 
kad  discovered  fraud,  embezzlement,  and  misapplication 
sfdM  pubfic  money:  that  they  who  of^late  years  had 
the  management  of  the  treasury  were  gnihy  of  notorious 
breach  i>f  trust  and  injustice  to  the  nation,  in  allowing 
above  diir^  millions  to  remain  unaccounted  for;  a  purpo^ 
sed  omission  that  looked  Tike  a  design  to  conceal  embezzle* 
ments.  They  begged  her  majesty  would  give  immediate 
<lirections  for  compelling  the  several  imprest  accountants 
speedily  to  pass  their  accounts.  They  expressed  ihmr 
hope,  diat  such  of  the  accountants  as  had  neglected  their 
duty  in  prosecuting  their  accounts,  ought  no  longer  to  be 
mtmsted  with  the  public  money.  They  affirmed,  that 
from  all  these  evil  practices  and  worse  designs  of  sorme 
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persons,  who  had,  by  false  professions  .of  love  to  their 
country,  insinuated  themselves  into  her  royal  favour,  irre- 
parable mischief  would  have  accrued  to  the  puUic,  had  not 
aei'  naiesty,  in  her  great  wisdom,  seaaooably  discovered 
die  fatal  tendency  of  such  measures,  and  removed  from,  the 
administration  those  who  had  so  ill  answered  her  majesty's 
favourable,  opinion,  and  in  so  many  instances  grossly  abused 
the  trust  reposed  in  themi  They  observed  that  her  people 
could  with  greater  patience  have  suffered  the  maaiMd 
injuries  done  to  themselves,  by  the  frauds  and  depradatioas^ 
of  such  evil  ministers,  had  not  the  same  men  proceeded  to 
treat  her.  sacred  person  with  undutifulness  a»d  disregard* 
This  representation  being  circulated  through  the  kingdom, 
produced  the  desired  effect  .of  inflaming  the  minds  of  the 
people  against  the  late  ministry*  Such  expedients  w«ne 
become  necessary' for  the  execution  of  Oxford's  project, 
which  was  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  a  war  that  had  already 
subjected  the  people  to  grievous  oppression,  and  even  ac- 
oumulated  heavy  burdens  to  be  transmitted  to  their  pQ^teri* 
ty*  'The  nation  was  inspired  by  extravagant  ideas  of  gl^ry 
and  conquest,  even  to  a  rage  of  warmaking;  so  tj^-the 
new  ministers,  in  order  to  dispel  those  dangerous  chimeras, 
were  obliged  to  take  measures  for  exciting  their  indignation 
anc}  contemi^t  against  those  pefspns  whom  (hey  bad  focmerly 
'Ublizedas  their  heroes  .ind  patriots.  On  the  twelfth  day 
of  Jiine,  the'  queen,  having  given  the  royal  assent  to  sevend 
'public  and  private  biUs^  made  an  siffeAtonate  speech  to  both 
houses.  She  thanked  the  conkm^ns,,  in  the  warmest  ex- 
pressLons«  for  having  onnplied  with  all.  her  desires;  for 
havjngbafted  the .Vxpect^ions  of  her  enemies  in-  finding 
supplies ./(>r  the  service  of .  the  rfnsuing  year;  in  having 
looted  gi;eater  sums  thm  iw^re  evser  given  to  any  prince  in 
one  session ;  and  in  having  sei4e4  funds  for  the  payment  of 
the  public  debts,  so  that  th^  credit  of  .the  nation  wa£i  restor* 
edi  She  (expressed  her  earnest  concern  for  the  succession  of 
the  house  of  Hanover ;  and  her  fixed  resolution  to  support 
and'eneouragetbe  church  of  .J^ngland  as  by  law  establiahed. 
Then  the  parliament  was  prorogued. 

'  $  XXVIf  Of  the  convocation  which  was  assembled 
wit]}  t)ie  new  parliament,  the  lower  house  chose  Pr«  Atter* 
bttry»  their  prblo^uton    lie  ws|s  a^  enterprising  ecclesiastic, 
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of  extctithre  learning,  acute  talents,  violently  attached  to 
tory  principles,  and  intimately  connected  with  the  prime 
minister,  OxfiDrd ;  so  that  he  directed  all  the  proceedings 
in  the  lower  house  of  convocation,  in  concert  with  that 
minister^  The  queen,  in  a  letter  to  the  archbishop,  signified 
her  hope,  that  die  consultations  of  the  clergy  might  be  of 
use  to  •  repress  the  attempts  of  loose  and  profane  persons. 
She  sent  a  license  under  the  broad  seal,  empowering  them  ta 
sit  and  do  business  in^  as  ample  a  manner  as  ever  had  been 
granud  since  the  reformation*  They  were  ordered  to  lay 
before  the  queen  an  account  of  the  excessive  growth  of  inli-» 
delity  and  heresy,  as  well  as  of  other  abuses,  that  necessary 
measures  might  be  taken  for  a  reformation.  The  bishopa 
were  purpoaely  slighted  and  overlooked,  because  they  had 
lived  in  harmony  with  the  late  ministers.  A  committee 
being  appointed  to  draw  up  a  representation  of  the  present 
state  of  the  church  and  religioyi,  Atterbury  undertook  the  • 
task,  and  composed  a  remonstrance  that  contained  the  most 
keen  and  severe  strictures  upon  the  administration,  as  it  had 
been  exercised  since  the  time  of  the  revolution.  Another 
was  penned  by  the  bishops  in  more  moderate  terms :  and 
stvenl  regulations  were  made,  but  in  none  of  diese  did 
the  two  houses  agree.  They  concurred^  however,  in  censur- 
ing, some  teniets  fiivouring  arianism,  broached  and  sup- 
ported by  Mr*  Whiston,  mathematical  professor  in  Cam* 
bridge.  He  had  been  expelled  the  university,  and  wrote 
a  vindication  of  himself,  dedicated  to  the  convocation. 
The  archbishop  doubted  whether  this  assembly  could  proceed 
agabst  a  man  for  heresy  :  the  judges  ,i(ere  consulted,  and 
the  majority  of  them  gave  in  their  opinion,  that  the  convo- 
oation  .4iad  a  jurisdiction.  Four  of  them  professed  the 
contrary  sentiment,  which  they  nuuntained  from  the  statutes 
made  at  the  reformation.  The  queen,  in  a  letter  to  the 
bishops,  said,  that  as  there  was  now  no  doubt  of  their 
jurisdiction,  she  expected  they  would  proseed  in  the  matter 
before  them,  fresh  scruples  arising,  they  determined  to 
examine  the  book^  without  proceedihg  against  the  author, 
and  this  was  censured  accordingly.  An  extract  of  the 
sentence  was  sent  to  the  queen ;  but  she  did  not  signify  her 
pleasure  on  this  subject,  and  the  Mair  remained  in 
Miapense.^     Whiston  published  a  work  in  foUr  volujnes, 
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justifying  bis  doctrine,  imd  maimwiiQg  thfti  tht  «|KM(dictf 
conoititutioiis  were  not  only  canonical,.  biiitaUo  (NreierabUift 
point  of  authority  to  the  epistles  an4  the  gotpeL 

$  XXVII.  The  new  ministry  had  not  yet  deteramed 
to  supersede  the  duke  of  Marlborough  in  the  oomiMsd  o£ 
1^  anny»  This  was  a  step  which  could  not  be  take»  widt- 
out  giving  umbrage  to  the  Dutch  and  other  allies.  'He, 
therefore,  set  out  for  Holland  m  the  mo&lh  of  Felmiary, 
after  the  queen  had  aasuredhiiB^  that  he  mi^ht  depend  upon 
Ae  punctual  payment  of  the  forces^  Having  cenfetted 
with  the- deputies  of  the  Statea  about  the  operations  of  the 
campaign,  he,  about  the  middle  of  April,  assembkd  the 
army  at  Orchiea,.  between  Lisle  and  Douay ;  while  OMre- 
sch^l  de  Villara  drew  together  the  French  troops  ia  dm 
neighbourhdbd  of  Cambray  and  Arras^  Lewis  had  by  thia 
time  depopulated  as  well  as  impoverished  his  kingdom; 
yet  his  subjects  still  flocked  to  hia  standard  with  surpriaing 
spirit  and  attachment*  Under  the  pi^evure  of  extreme  mo- 
sery  they  uttered  not  one  complaint  of  their  sovereign,  but 
imputed  all  their  calamities  to  the  pride  and  obstinacy  ofi  the 
allies.  Exclusive  of  aU  the  other  impoaitions  that  wete 
laid  upon  that  people,  they  consented  to  pay  the  ^nth  penny 
of  their  whole  substance ;  but  all  their  effortor  of  loyalty  and 
affection  to  their  prince  would  have  been  Ineffigctual^had  not 
the  merchants  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  permission  of  Philip,, 
undertaken  repeated  voyages  to  the  South  3ea.,  from  whence 
^y  brought  home  immense  treasures!  while  the  idliea 
took  no  steps  for  intercepting  these  supplies,  though  nothing 
could  have  been  more  easy  for  the  English  than  to  deprive 
the  enemy  of  this  great  resource,  and  coB,vert  it  tov  their 
own  advantage.  Had  a  squadron  of  ships  beeik  annually 
employed  .for  this  purpose^  the-  subject^  of  France  and 
Spain  muat  have  been  literally  starved,  and  Lewis  obliged, 
to  subapit  to  such  terms  as^the  confederates  might  have 
thought  proper  to  impose*  Villars  had  found  means  to 
aasesE^e  a  very  numerous  army,  with  which, he. encamped 
behind  the  river  San^et,  in  such,  an  advaatageoua  post  as. 
could  not  be  attacked  with  any  prospect  of  success.  Mean- 
while the  duke  of  Marlborough  passed  the  Scarpe^and  form- 
ed his  camp  between  Douay  and  Boucbais>  where  he  was 
joined  by  {Nrince  Eugene  on  the  twenty-third. d^y  of  May.. 
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Thii  general^  hcMrerer,  did  not  long  rtihain  m  th^  Netber- 
hnds*  Understanding  that  dctachnients  had  been  made 
from  the  amy  of  ViUars  to  the  Rhine,  and  that  the  elector 
of  Bavari%  intended  to  act  in  tKe  empire,  the  prince,  by 
order  from  Um  court  of  Vienna^  BM^hnl  towards  the 
Upper  Rhine  with  the  Imperial  and  Palatine  troops,  td 
secure  Germany.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  repassing 
die  Scarpe^  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Lens,  from  whence 
he  advanced  towards  Aire,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  attack 
die  French  lines  in  that  quarter*  These  lines  beginning  at 
Bondnun  on  the  Schelde,  were  continued  along  the  Sanset 
and  theScarpe  to  Arras,  and  thence  along  the  Upper  Scarpe 
to  Caoche.  They  were  defended  by  redoubts  and  other 
works,  in  such  a  manner,  that  ViOars  judged  they  wer».im« 
pvegnaUe^  and  called  them  the  Ne  phis  ultra  of  Marlborough* 
^  XXVI IL  This  nobleman  advancing  within  two- 
kagoea  of  the  French  lines,  ordered  a  great  number  of 
ittcines  So  be  made^  declaring  he  would  attack  them  the 
neat  morning ;  so  that  Villars  drew  alt  his  forces  on  that 
aide,  in  full  expectation  of  an  engagement*  The  duke,  oi» 
the  svp|K>sition  that  die  passage  of  the  Sanset  by  Arleux 
woald  be  left  ungilarded,  had  ordered  the  generals  Cadogan^ 
and  Hoiiq>esch  to  assemble  twenty  battalions  and  seventeen^ 
squadrons  ffom  Ikniay  and  the  neighbouring  garrisons,  to« 
asschto  Arleux,  where  ikey  should  endeavour  to  pass  the 
Steiet»  Brigadier  Sutt«m  was  detached  with  the  artillery 
asd  pontoons,  to  lay  bivdges  over  the  canal  near  Goulezen, 
and  over  the  Scarpe  at  Vitry,  while  the  duke,  with  the 
whok  coafedemte  army  began  his  march  foi'  the  same  place 
ahoot  mne  in  the  evening.  He  proceeded  with  such  expe- 
(fidon,  that  by  five  in  the  morning  hfe  passed  the  river  at 
Yitry.  There  he  received  intelligence,  diat  Hompesch  had 
taken  possession  of  the  passes  on  the  Sanset  and  ScheMe 
widiout  opposition,  the  enemy  having  withdrawn  their  de- 
tachments from  that  side,  just  as  he  had'imagined*  He 
himself,  with  his  vanguard  ot  fifty  squadrons,  hastened  his 
manch  towardk  Arleux,  and  before  eight  of  the  clock  arrived 
at  Baci  Baehuel,  where  in  two  hours  he  was  joined  by  the 
heads  of  the  columns  into  which  he  had  divided  his  infantr)% 
Villars  being  certified  of  his  intention,  about  two  in  the 
morning,. decamped  with  his  whole  axmy,  and  putting  him- 
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self  at  the  head  of  the  king's  household  troops,  marched 
all  night  with  such  expedition,  that  about  eleven  in  die 
forenoon  he  was  in  sight  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
had  by  this  time  joined  count  Hompesch.  The  French 
genersd  immediately  retreated  to  the.  main  body  of  his  army, 
which  had  advanced  to  the  high  road  between  Arras  and 
Cambray,  while  the  allies  encamped  upon  the  Schelde,  be- 
tween Ois  and  Estrun,  after  a  march  of  ten  leagues  without 
halting,  scarce  to  be  paralleled  in  history.  By  this  plan« 
so  happily  executed,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  £urly  out- 
witted Villars,  and,  without  the  loss  of  one  man,  entered 
the  lines  which  Jie  had  pronounced  impregnable.  This 
stroke  of  the  English  general  was  extolled  as  a  master- 
piece of  military  skill,  while  Villars  was  exposed  to  the 
ridicule  even  of  his  own  officers*  The  field  deputies  of  the 
states  general  proposed  that  he  should  give  battle  to  the 
enemy,  who  passed  the  Schelde  at  Crevecocur,  in  order  to 
cover  Bouchain  :  but  the  duke  would  not  hazard  an^eilgage- 
ment,  considering  how  much  the  army  was  fatigued  by  the 
long  march ;  and  that  any  misfortune,  while  they  continued 
within  the  French  lines,  might  be  fatal.  His  intention  was 
to  besiege  Bouchain;  an  enterprise  that  was  deemed  im- 
practicable, inasmuch  as  the  place  was  situated  in  a  morass, 
strongly  fortified,  and  defended  by  a  numerous  garrison,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  an  army  superior  in  number  to  that 
of  the  allies.  Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  and 
the  dissuasions  of  his  own  friend8,^he  resolved  to  undertake 
the  siege:  and,  in  the  mean  time,  despatched  brigadier 
Sutton  to  England,  with  an  account  of  his  having  passe j^  the 
French  lines ;  which  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  his  enAiies. 
They  had  prognosticated  that  nothing  would  be  done  during 
this  campaign,  and  began  to  insinuate  that  the  duke  could 
strike  no  stroke  of  importance  without  the  assistance  of 
prince  Eugene.  They  now  endeavoured  to  lessen  the  glory 
*  of  his  success ;  and  even  taxed  him  with  having  removed 
his  camp  from  $i  convenient  situation  to  a  place  where  the 
troops  were  in  danger  of  starving.  Nothing  could  be  more 
provoking  than  this  scandalous  malevolence  ^o  a  great  man 
who  had  done  so  much  honour  to  his  country,  and  was  tb^n 
actually  exposing  his  life  in  her  service* 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


inu  ^^"**-  lit , 

$  XXXIX.  On  the  tenth  dajr  of  August  Bouchain  was 
invested,  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  exerted  himself  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  his  vigilance  and-  capacity,  well  know- 
ing the  difficulties  of  the  undertaking,  and  how  much  his 
reputation  would  depend  upon  his  success.     Villars  had 
taken  every,  precaution  that  his  skill  and  experience  could 
suggest,  to  baffle  the  endeavours  of  the   English  geneiral* 
He  had  reinforced  the   garrison   to   the   number   of   six 
thousand  chosen  men,  commanded'  by  officers  of  known 
courage  and  ability.     He  made  some  efforts  to  raise  the 
siege ;  but  they  were  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  consum- 
mate prudence  and  activity  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
Then  he  laid  a  scheme  for  surprising  Douay,  which  like- 
wise miscarried^     If  we.  consider  that  the  English  general, 
in  the  execution  of  his  plan,  was  obliged  to  form  lines, 
erect  regular  forts,  raise  batteries,  throw  bridges  over  a 
river,  make  a  causeway  through  a  deep  morass,  provide  for 
the  security  of  convoys  against  a  numerous  army  on  one 
side,  and  the  garrisons  of  Conde  and  Valenciennes  on  tlie 
odier,  we  must  allow  this  was  the  boldest  enterprise  of  the 
whole  war:  that  it  required  all  the  fortitude,  skill,  and 
resolution  of  a  great  general,  and  all  the  valour  and  in- 
trepidity of  the  confederate  troops,  who  had  scarce  ever 
exhibited  such  amazing  proofs  of  courage  upon  any  other 
occasion  as  they  now  displayed  at  the  siege  of  Bouchain* 
In  twenty  days  after  the  trenches  were  opened,  the  garri- 
son were  obliged  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war; 
and  this  conquest  was  the  last  military  exploit  performed 
by  t^e  duke  of  Marlborough :  the  breaches  of  Bouchain 
werAio  sooner  repaired  than  the  opposite  armies  b^gan  to 
separate,  and  the  sillied  forces  were  quartered  in  the  fron- 
tier towns,  tl|at  they  might  be  at  hand  to  take  the  field 
early  in  the  spring.     They  were  now  in  possession  of  the 
Maese,  almost  as  far  as  the  Sambre ;  of  the  Schelde  from 
To^nay ;  and  of  the  X.ys  as  far  as  it  is  navigable.     They 
had  reduced  Spanish  Guelderland,  Limburgh,  Brabant,  Flan<r 
ders,  and  the  greatest  part  of  Hainault :  they  were  masters 
of  the  Scfarpe ;  and,  by  the  conquest  of  Bouchain,  they  had 
opened  to  themselves  a  way  into  th^  very  bowels  of  France. 
AH  these  acquisitions  were  owing  to  the  valour  and  conduct 
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of  the  duke  of  M arlboroa^,  who  now  returned  to  the  Hague, 
and  arrived  in  England  about  the  middle  of  November. 

$  XXX*  The  queen  had  conferred  the  command  of  her 
forces  in  Spain  upon  the  duke  of  Argj^le^  who  was  recalled 
from  the  service  in  Flanders  for  that  purpose.  He  had 
3ong  been  at  variance  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough;  n 
ctiscumstance  which  recommended  him  the  more  strongly  to 
the  ministry.  He  landed  at  Barcelona  on  the  twenty<:Bioth 
of  May,  and  found  the  British  troops  in  the  utmost  distress 
for  want  of  subsistence.  The  treasurer  had  promised  to 
supply  him  liberally ;  the  commons  had  granted  one  millioa 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  that  service.  All  their 
hopes  of  success  were  fixed  on  the  campaign  in  that  king- 
'  dom ;  and  indeed  the  army  commanded  by  the  duke  de 
Vendome  was.  in  such  a  wretched  condition,  that  ii 
Staremberg  had  been  properly  supported  by  the  allies,  he 
might  have  obtained  signal  advantages.  The  duke  of  Ar* 
gyle,  having  waited  in  vain  for  die  promised  remittances, 
was  obliged  to  borrow  money  on  his  own  credit,  before  the 
British  troops  could  take  the  field.  At  length,  Staremberg 
.advanced  towards  the  enemy,  who  attacked  him  at  the  pass 
•of  Prato  del  Rey,  where  they  -were  repulsed  with  consider- 
Jible  damage.  After  this  action  the  duke  of  Argyle  was 
seized  with  a  violent  fever,  and  conveyed  back  to  Barcelo- 
-na.  Vendome  invested  the  castle  of  Cardona,  which  was 
vigorously  defended  till  the  end  of  December,  when  a* 
detachment  being  sent  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  defeated 
the  besiegers,  killed  two  thousand  on  the  spot,  and  took  all 
their  artillerjs  ammunition,  and  baggage.  Staremberg  "iras 
unable  to  follow  the  blow :  the  duke  of  Argyle  wrote  pres- 
sing letters  to  the  ministry,  and  loudly  complained  that  he 
was  altogether  unsupported  ;  but  all  his  remoostrances  were 
ineffectual :  no  remittances  arrived ;  and  he  returned  to  £ng« 
land  without  having  been  able  to  attempt  any  thing  of  im- 
portance. In  September,  king  Charles,  leaving  his  queen 
«t  Bnrcelona,  sailed  for  Italy,  and  at  Milan  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  where  all  disputes  were 
compromised.  That  prince  had  forced  his  way  into  Savoy, 
and  penetrated  as  far  aa  the  Rhine  :  but  he  suddenly  halted 
in  the  middle  of  his  career,  and  after  a  short  eampt^ign 
repassed  "the  mounuins.    Prince  Eugene,  at  the  head  of  the 
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Germmx  £atec9f  pvotected  die  eicctert  at  TrwrnkbH  from  the 
designs  of  the  enemy,  and  Charles  was  unaniaiouely  chosen 
emperor ;  the  electors  of  Cologo  and  Bavaria  having  )^een 
excluded  from  voting,  because  they  ,lay  under  the  ban  of 
the  eropive.  The  war  between  the  Ottoman  Porte  and  tho 
Muscovites  was  of  short  duration.  The  czar  advanced 
so  far  into  Moldavia;  that  be  was  cut  oflf  from  all  sujn>Ui$8, 
and  altogether  in  the  power  of  his  enemy.  In  this  emer- 
gency, he  found  means  to  corrufic  the  grand  vizir  in  private, 
while  in  public  he  piiopotf^  articles  of  peace  that  were 
accepted.  The  king  of  Sweden,  who  was  in  the  Turkish 
army,  charged  the«rizir  with  treachery,  and  that  mintatsr 
was  actually  disgracnd.  The  grand  seignior  threatened 
to  renew  the  war;'  but  he  was  appeased  by  the  cauur's 
surresadering  Asoph. 

^  XXXI*  The  jEkiglish  ministry  had  conceived  great 
expectations  from  an  eiq>edition  against  Quebec  and  Pirn* 
centia^  is  North  America  planned  by  colonel  Nicholson, 
who  had  'feken  possession  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  garrisoned 
Port  Royal,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Annapolis*  He 
bad  hrAij^c  four  Indian  chiefs  to  En{;land,  and  represented 
the  advamagts  that  would  redound  to  the  nation  in  point 
ofcoadmerca,  should  the  French  be  expelled  from  America* 
The  ministers  relished  the  proposaL  A  body  of  five 
thousand  m^  was  embarised  in  transports  under  the  com- 
mand of  brigadier  Hill,  brother  to  Mrs.  Masham ;  and  they 
sailed  from  Plymouth  ia  the  beginning  of  May,  widi  a  sdrong 
squatiron  of  ships  commaiEfeded  by  sir  Hovenden  Walker* 
At  BoBtoo  in  New  £ng^ttd,  they  were  joined  by  tn^  vc^- 
gimenls  of  provincials;  and  about  four  thousand  man; 
consisting  of  American  -planters,  Palattni^s,  «k1  iodiaaa, 
rendezvMp^  :at  Albany,  in  order  So  march  by  land  into 
C^yi^i4^4)|ile  the  fleet  sailed  ii^  the  rMfer*  of  that  same* 
Da A^J||9^ty.dBlM>day  of  Augost,  tfaof  were  e«|iQsed  to  • 
TiclcflttsfcrmJ'^Wl  driven  aaiong rocks,  where  eight  trans^ 
poriaMdljK^  eildte  hundred  men.     The  ad» 

vak^BSMm^  to  SpaniM^  Hirer  bay,  where 

it  wmMSff^fffidL^ia  a  council  of  war,  ifaat  as  the  fteet  and 
Screes  were  Yiollialled  for  ten  weeks  only,  and  they  could 
Qot  depend  upon  a  supply  of  provisions  from  New  England, 
they  should  return  home,  without  making  any  further  at* 
Vol.  II.  P 
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.  tempt.  Sach  was  the  isaue  of  this  paltry  expedition,  intmsted 
to  the  direction  of  an  officer  without  talents  and  experience# 
$  XXXII.  In  the  Irish  parliament  held  during  the 
summer,  the  duke  of  Ormond  and  the  majority  of  the 
peers  supported  the  tory  interest,  while  the  commons  ex- 
pressed the  warmest  attachment  to  revolution  principles. 
The  two  houses  made  strenuous  representations,  and  pas- 
sed severe  resolutions  against  each  other.  After  the  ses- 
sion, sir  Constantine  Phipps,  the  chancellor,  and  general 
Ingoldsby,  were  appointed  justices  in  the*  absence  of  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  who  returned  to  England  in  the  month  of 
November.  In  Scodand  the  Jacobites  fnade  no  scruple  of 
professing  their  principles  and  attachments  to  the  pretender* 
The  dutchess  of  Gordon  presented  the  faculty  of  advo- 
cates with  a  silver  medal,  representing  the  chevalier  de  St. 
George ;  and  on  the  reserve  the  British  Island,  with  the 
motto  "  B^editte.^^  After  some  debate,  it  was  voted  by  a 
majority  of  sixty  three  voices  against  twelve,  that  the 
dutchess  should  be  thanked  for  this  token  of  her  regard. 
This  task  was  performed  by  Dundas  of  Amistoun,  who 
thanked  her  grace  for  having  presented  them  with  a  medal 
of  their  sovereign  lord  the  king ;  hoping,  and  being  confi- 
dent, that  her  grace  would  very  soon  .have  an  opportunity 
to  compliment  the  faculty  with  a  second  medal,  struck  up- 
on the  restoration  of  the  king  and  royal  family,  upon  the 
finishing  rebellion,  usurping  tyranny,  and  whigger}'.  An 
account  of  this  transaction  being  laid  before  the  queen,  the 
lord  advocate  was  ordered  to  inquire  into  the  particulars. 
Then  the  faculty  were  so  intimidated,  that  they  disowned 
Dundas,  and  Home  his  accomplice.  They  pretended  that 
the  affiur  of  the  medal  had  been  transacted  by  a  party 
at  an  occasional  meeting,  and  not  by  general  consent ;  and 
by  a.  solemn  act  they  declared  their  attachment  to  the  queen 
and  the  protestant  succession.  The  court  was  satisfied  with 
this  atonement:  but  the  resident  from  Hanover  having 
presented  a  memorial  to  the  queen,  desiring  that  Dundas 
and  his  associates  might  be  prosecuted,  the  government  re- 
moved sir  David  Dalrymple  from  his  office  of  lord  advo- 
cate, on  pretence  of  his  having  been  too  remiss  in  prosecu- 
ting those  delinquents  :  and  no  further  inquiry  was  made 
into  the  aifair. 
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§  XXXIII*  For  sometime  a  negotiation  for  peace  had 
been  cariying  on  between  tfie  court  of  France  and  die  new 
ministers,  who  had  a  double  aim  in  this  measure  :  namely 
to  mortify  the  whigs  and  the  Dutch,  whom  they  detested, 
and  to  free  their  country  from  a  ruinous  war,  which  had  all 
the  appearance  of  becoming  habitual  to  the  constitution. 
They  foresaw  the  risk  they  would  run  by  entering  into 
such  measures,  should  ever  the  opposite  faction  regain  the 
ascendency:  they  knew  the  ifhigs  would*  employ  all  their 
art  and  influence,  which  wa^  very,  powerfu},  in  obstructing 
the  peace,  and  in  raising  a  popular  clamour  against  the 
treaty.  But  their  mptivfs  for  treating  were  such  as 
prompted  them  to  undervalue  all  those  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. They  hoped  to  obtain  such  advantages  in  point  of 
commerce  for  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  as  would  si- 
lence 4dl  detraction.  They  did  not  doubt  of  being  able  to 
maintain  the  superiority  which  they  had  acquired  in  parlia- 
ment ;  and  perhaps  some  of  them  cherished  views  in  favour 
of  the  pretender,  whose  succession  to  the  crown  would  have 
effectually  established  their  dominion  over  the  opposite  par- 
ty. The  earl  of  Jersey^  who  acted  in  concert  with  Oxford, 
sent  a  private  message  to  the  court  of  Fr^icci  importing 
the  queen!s  earnest  desire  of  peace,  representing  the  impos- 
sibility 4>f  a  private  negotiation,  as  the  ministry  was  obliged 
to  act  with  the  utmost  circumspection,  and  desiring  that 
Lewis  would  propose  to  the  Dutch  a  renewal  of  the  con- 
ferences, in  which  case  the  English  plenipotentiaries  should 
have  such  instructions,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
states  general  to  prevent  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  This 
intimation  was  delivered  by  one  Giialtier,  an  obscure  priest, 
who  acted  as  chaplain  to  count  Gallas,  the  Imperial  am- 
bassador, and  had  been  employed  as  a  spy  by  the  French 
ministry,  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  His  con- 
nexion with  lord  Jersey  was  by  means  of  that  nobleman's 
lady,  who  professed  the  Roman  catholic  religion.  His  mes- 
sage was  extremely  agreeable  to  the  court  of  Versailles. 
He  returned  to  London,  with  a  letter  of  compliment  from 
the  marquis  de  Torcy  to  the  earl  of  Jersey,  in  which  that 
minister  assured  him  of  his  master's  sincere  inclination  for 
peace,  though  he  was  averse  to  a  renewal  of  the  conferen- 
ces with  the  states  general.  Gualtier  wrote  a  letter  to  Ver- 
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^Ules,  desiring  in  the  name  of  the  English  ministry,  that 
his  most  christian  majesty  would  communicate  to  Aem  his 
proposals  for  a  general  peace,  which  they  would  commoDi* 
qate  to  the  states  general,  that  they  might  negotiate  in  cen- 
tert  with  their  allies.  A  general  answer  being  made  to  this 
intimation,  Gualtier  made  a  second  journey  to  Versailles, 
and  brought  over  a  memorial,  which  was  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  Holland,  lathe  mean  time,  the  pensionary  en* 
deaVoured  to  reM#  the  conferences  in  Holland.  Petkum 
^ote  to  the  Ftiencb  ministiry,,  tl^  if*  his  majesty  would 
resume  the  ni|gotiatton%in:<:onc8rt  with  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  he  should  i^eft^inly  h^ufi  rimaon  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  .the  Dutch  deputies*  ^This  pmposal  («ewis 
(declined,  at  the vdi^sire  i}f  the  Ktt^sh  ^ministers, 

^  XXXIV.  i;jie  states  general  hsl^ing  perused  the  me- 
morial, assured  «Mqueen  Anne  i)iat  they  were  ready  ^  join 
with  her  in  contril^uting'  to  th^  i^otftclusiph  of  a  durable 
peace;  but  t)|By .  esipressed  a'  desire  ih^the  French  king 
would  comnvcmicate  a  more  i^rttc^l^r  plan  fyr  securing  the 
interest  of.lfce  allied  powers,  slid  for  setdkig  the  repose  of 
Europe*  Gitaltier  was  once  more  sent  to-  Versailles,  acr 
companied  by  Mr.  Prio]^  who  iiad^taesidtd  in  France  as 
secretary  to  tht  eiiibassies  of  the  earltfccf  Portland  and  Jer- 
aey.  This  g^nt|6?M|n  K^  acquired  some  reputation  by  his 
poetical  talents ;  was^^  |n<Bii  •of  unc^nmon  ability,  insinua- 
ting address,  sysd  perfectly  devpted  tp  the  tory  interest.  He 
was  empowered  to  communicate  shes  preliminary  demands 
of  the  En^istt;-  to  receive  the  a«iB^vef  of  the  French  king; 
and  demand  whather  or  not  king  Phitip  had  transmitted  a 
power  of  treating  ^o  Mis  gfaiidfatheis.  He  an-ived  incognito 
at  Fontainblea\|^».^d  ^rosented  th^  q«een's  memorial,  in 
which  she  ^manded  a  barrier  for  then  Dutch  in  the  Nct 
therlands,  and  another  pl^  the  Bfame  for  the  empire ;'  a  se- 
curity for  the  Dutch  commerce,,  and  a  genersd  satisfaction 
to  all  her  aUies.  She  required  that  the  strong  places  taken 
from  the  duke  of  Savoy  should  be  restored;  and  that  he 
should  possess  such  towns  amd  districts  in  Italy  as  had  been 
ceded  to  him  in  treaties  between  him  and  his  allies :  that 
Lewis  should  acknowledge  <faeen  Anne  and  the  protestant 
succession;  demolish  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk;  and 
agree  to  a  new  treaty  of  commerce :  that  Gibraltar  and 
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Port  Mahofi  should  be  yielded  to  the  crown  of  England ; 
that  the  negro  trade  in  America;  at  that  time  carried  on  by 
the  Frenchi  should  be  ceded  to  the  English,  together  with 
some  towns'  on  that  continent,  where  the  slaves  might 
be  refreshed.  She  expected  security  that  her  subjects 
trading  to  Spain  should  enjoy  all  advantages  granted  by 
that  crown  to  the  most  favoured  nation  :  that  she  should  be 
put  in  possession  of  Newfoundland  and  Hudson's  Bay,  ei- 
ther by  way  of  restitution  or  cession ;  and  that  both  nations 
should  continue  to  enjoy  whatever  territories  they  might 
be  possessed  uf  in  North  America  at  the  ratification  of  the 
treaties.  She  likewise  insisted  upon  a  security  that  the 
crowns  of  France  and  Spain  should  never  be  united  on  the 
same  head.  Her  majest}'  no  longer  insisted  upon  Philip's 
being  expelled  from  the  throne  of  Spain  by  the  arms  of  his 
own  grandfather.  She  now  perceived  that  the  exorbitant 
power  of  the  house  of  Austria  would  be  as  dangerous  to  the 
liberty  of  Europe,  as  ever  that  of  the  family  of  Bourbon  had 
been  in  the  zenith  of  its  glory.  She  might  have  remenU>ered 
the  excessive  power,  the  insolence,  the  ambition  of  Charles 
V.  and  Philip  II.  who  had  enslaved  so  many  countries,  and 
embroiled  all  Europe.  She  was  sincerely  desirous  of  peace, 
from  motives  of  humanity  and  compassion  to  her  subjects 
and  fellow  creatures :  She  was  eagerly  bent  upon  procuring 
such  advantages  to  her  people,  as  would  enable  them  to  dis- 
charge the  heavy  load  of  debt  under  which  they  laboured, 
and  recompense  them  in  some  measure  for  the  blood  and 
treasure  they  had  so  lavishly  expended  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war.  These  were  the  sentiments  of  a  christian 
princess ;  of  an  amiable  and  pious  sovereign,  who  bore  a 
share  in  the  grievances  of  her  subjects,  and  looked  upon 
them  with  the  eyes  of  maternal  ajffection.  She  thought  she 
had  the  better  title  ^o  insist  upon  those  advantages,  as  they 
had  been  riready  granted  to  her  subjects  in  a  private  treaty 
with  king  Charles. 

§  XXXV.  As  Prior's  powers  were  limited  in  such  a 
manner  d)at  he  could  not  negotiate,  Mr.  Menager,  deputy 
from  the  city  of  Rouen  to  the  board  of  trade,  accompanied 
the  English  minister  to  London,  with  full  powers  to  settle 
the  preliminaries  of  the  treaty.  On  his  arrival  in  London, 
the  queen  immediately  commissioned  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
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bur} ,  the  earls  of  Jersey,  Dartmouth,  Oxford,  and  Mr.  St 
John,  to  treat  with  him ;  and  the  conferences  were  imme- 
diately   begun.     After   long    and  various  disputes,  they 
agreed  upon  certain   preliminary  articles,  which,  on  the 
eighth  day  of  October,  were  signed  by  the  French  minister, 
and  by  the  two  secretaries  of  state,  in  consequence  of  a 
written  order  from  her  majesty.     Then  Menager  was  pri- 
vately introduced  to  the  queen  at  Windsor.     She  told  him 
she  was  averse  to  war :  that  she  would  exert  all  her  power 
to  conclude  a  speedy  peace :  that  she  should  be  glad  to  live 
upon  good  terms  with  the  king  of  France,  to  whom  she 
was  so  nearly  allied  in  blood :  she  expressed  her  hope  that 
there  would  be  a  closer  union  after  the   peace  between 
them,  and  between  their  subjects,  cemented  by  a  perfect 
correspondence  and  friendship.    The  earl  of  Strafford,  who 
bad  been  lately  recalled  from  the  Hague,  where  he  resided 
as  ambassador,  was  now  sent  back  to  Holland,  with  orders 
to  communicate  to  the  pensionary  the  proposals  of  peace 
which  France  had  made;  to  signify  the  queen's  approbation 
of  them,  and  propose  a  place  where  the  plenipotentiaries 
should  assemble.     The  English  ministers  now  engaged  in 
am  intimate  correspondence  with  the  court  of  Versailles ; 
and  mareschal  Tallard  being  released  from  his  confine- 
ment at  Nottingham,  was  allowed  to  return  to  his  own 
country  on  his  parol.     After  the  departure  of  Menager^ 
the  preliminaries  were  communicated  to  count  Gallas,  the 
emperor's  minister,  who,  in  order  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  people,  caused  them  to  be  translated,  and  inserted  in 
one  of  the  daily  papers.     This  step  was  so  much  resented 
hy  the  queen,  that  she  sent  a  message,  desiring  he  would 
come  no  more  to  court ;  but  that  he  might  leave  the  king- 
dom as  soon  as  he  should  think  proper.    He  took  the  hint, 
and  retired  accordingly ;  but  the  queen  gave  the  emperor 
to  understand,  that  any  other  minister  he  should  appoint 
would  be  admitted  by  her  without  hesitation. 

$  XXXVI.  The  states  of  Holland,  alarmed  at  the 
preliminaries,  sent  over  Buys,  as  envoy  extraordinary,  to 
intercede  with  the  queen,  that  she  would  alter  her  resolu- 
tions ;  but  she  continued  steady  to  her  purpose ;  and  the 
eari  of  Strafford  demanded  the  immediate  concurrence  of 
the  States,  declaring,  in  the  queen's  name,  that  she  would 
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look  upon  any  delay,  on  their  part,  as  a  refusal  to  comply 
with  her  propositiions.  Intimidated  by  this  declaration, 
they  agreed  to  open  their  general  conferences  at  Utrecht  on 
the  first  day  of  January.  They  granted  passports  to  the 
French  ministers;  while  the  queen  appointed  Robinson, 
bishop  of  Bristol,  and  the  earl  of  StraflFord,  her  plenipoten- 
tiaries at  the  congress.  Charles,  the  new  emperor,  being 
at  Milan  when  he  received  a  copy  of  the  preliminaries, 
wrote  circular  letters  to  the  electors  and  the  princes  of  the 
empires,  exhorting  them  to  persist  in  their  engagements  to 
the  grand  alliance.  He  likewise  desired  the  states  general 
to  join  counsels  with  him  in  persuading  the  queen  of  Eng- 
land to  reject  the  proposals  of  France,  and  prosecute  the 
war ;  or  at  least  to  negotiate  on  the  foundation  of  the  first 
preliminaries,  which  had  been  signed  by  the  marquis  de 
Torcy.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  same  purpose  to  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain,  who  received  it  with  the  most  mor- 
tifying indifference.  No  wonder  that  he  should  zealously 
contend  for  the  continuance  of  a  war,  the  expense  of  which 
she  and  the  Dutch  had  hitherto  almost  wholly  defrayed. 
The  new  preliminaries  were  severely  attacked  by  the 
whigs,  who  ridiculed  and  reviled  the  ministry  in  word  and 
writing.  Pamphlets,  libels,  and  lampoons  were  to-day 
published  by  one  faction,  and  to-morrow  answered  by  the 
other.  They  contained  all  the  insinuations  of  malice  and 
contempt,  all  the  bitterness  of  reproach,  and  all  the  rancour 
of  recrimination.  In  the  midst  of  this  contention  the  queen 
despatched  the  earl  of  Rivers  to  Hanover,  with  an  assurance 
to  the  elector,  that  his  succession  to  the  crown  should  be 
effectually  ascertained  ia  the  treaty.  The  earl  brought 
back  an  answer  in  writing :  but,  at  the  same  time,  his  elec- 
toral highness  ordered  baron  de  Bothmar,  his  envoy  in 
England,  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  queen,  representing 
die  pernicious  consequences  of  Philip's  remaining  in  pos- 
session of  Spain  and  the  West  Indies.  This  remonstrance 
the  baron  published,  by  way  of  appeal  to  the  people,  and 
the  whigs  extolled  it  with  the  highest  encomiums :  but  the 
queen  and  her  ministers  resented  this  step,  as  an  officious 
and  inflammatory  interposition. 

$  XXXVU.  The  proposals  of  peace  made  by  the  French 
iing  were  disagreeable  even  to  Sonie  individuals  of  the  tory 
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party,  and  cerUun  peers,  who  had  hitherto  adhered  to  that 
interest,  agreed  with  the  whigs,  to  make  a  remonstrance 
against  the  preliminary  articles.  The  court  being  apprised 
of  their  intention,  prorogued  the  parliament  till  the  aevendi 
day  of  December,  in  expectation  of  the  Scottish  peers,  who 
could  cast  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  ministry.  In  her 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  she  told  them,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  arts  of  those  who  delighted  in  war,  the 
place  and  time  were  appointed  for  a  congress :  and  that  the 
states  general  had  expressed  their  entire  confidence  in  her 
conduct.  She  declared  her  chief  concern  should  be  to 
secure  the  succession  of  the  crown  in  the  house  of  Hanover; 
to  procure  all  the  advantages  to  the  nation  which  a  tender 
and  affectionate  sovereign  could  procure  for  a  dutiful  and 
loyal  people ;  and  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  all  her  allies. 
She  observed,  that  the  most  eflfectual  way  to  procure  an 
advantageous  peace,  would  be  to  make  preparations  for 
carrying  on  the  war  with  vigour.  She  recommended  una* 
nimity,  and  prayed  God  would  direct  their  consultations. 
In  the  house  of  lords,  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  who  had 
now  associated  himself  with  the  whigs, 'inveighed  against 
the  preliminaries  as  captious  and  insufficient,  and,  offered  a 
clause  to  be  inserted  in  the  address  of  thanks,  representing 
to  her  majesty,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  iipuse,  no  peace 
could  be  safe  or  honourable  to  Great  Britain  or  Europe,  if 
Spain  and  the  West  Indies  should  be  allotted  to  any  branch 
of  the  house  of  Bourbon.  A  violent  debate  ensued,  in- the 
course  of  which  the  earl  of  Anglesey  represented  the  ne- 
cessity of  easing  the  nation  of  the  burdens  incurred  by  an 
expensive  war.  He  affirmed  that  a  good  peace  might  have 
been  procured  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Ramillies,  if 
it  had  not  been  prevented  by  some  persons  who  prolonged 
the  war  for  their  own  private  interest.  This  insinuatioQ 
was  levelled  at  the  duke  of  Maiiborough,  who  made  a  long 
speech  in  his  own  vindication.  He  bowed  to  the  place 
where  the  queen  sat  incognito;  and  appealed  to  Her, 
whether,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  serve  her  majesty  as 
general  and  plenipotentiary,  he  had  not  constantly  informed 
her  and  her  council  of  all  the  proposals  of  peace  which  had 
been  made ;  and  had  not  desired  instructions  for  his  con- 
duct on  that  subject.     He  declared,  upon  his  ccHiscience, 
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and  in  presence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  before  whom  he 
expected^oon  to  appear,  that  he  was  ever  desirous  of  a 
safe,  honourable,  and  lasting  peace  ;  and  that  he  was  always 
very  far  from  entertaining  any  design  of  prolonging  the 
war  for  his  own  private  advantage,  as  his  enemies  had 
most  falsely  insinuated.  At  last  the  question  being  put, 
whether  the  earl  of  Nottingham's  advice  should  be  part  of 
the  address ;  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  small 
majority.  The  address  was  accordingly  presented,  and 
the  queen,  in  her  answer,  said,  she  should  be  very  sorry 
any  one  could  think  she  would  not  do^  her  utmost  to  reco- 
ver Spain  and  the  West  Indies  from  the  house  of  Bourbon* 
Against  this  advice,  however,  several  peers  protested, 
because  there  was  no  precedent  for  inserting  a  clause  of 
advice  in  an  address  of  thanks;  and  because  they  looked 
upon  it  as  an  invasion  of  the  royal  prerogative.  In  the 
add^ress  of  the  commons  there  was  no  such  article ;  and 
therefore,  the  answer  they  had  received  was  warm  and 
ecrdial* 

§  XXXVIII.  The  duke  of  Hamilton  claiming  a  seat 
in  the  house  of  peers,  as  duke  of  Brandon,  a  title  he  had 
lately  received,  was  opposed  by  the  anticourtitfti^,  who  pre- 
tended to  ^foresee  great  danger  to  the  constitution  from 
admitting  into  the  house  a  greater  number  of  Scottish  peers 
than  the  act  of  union  allowed.  Counsel  was  heard  upon 
the  validity  of  his  patent.  They  observed  that  no  objec- 
tion, could  be  made  to  the  queen's  prerogative  in  conferring 
honours ;  and  that  all  the  subjects  of  the  united  kingdom 
were  equally  capable  of  receiving  honour.  The  house  of 
lords  had  already  decided  the  matter,  in  admitting  the^uke 
of  Queensberry  upon  his  being  created  duke  Qf  Dover. 
The  debate  was  managed  with  great  ability  on  both  sides : 
the  Scottish  peers  united  in  defence  of  the  duke's  claim ; 
and  the  court  exerted  its  whole  strength  to  support  the 
patents  Nevertheless,  the  question  being  put,  Whether 
Scottish  peers,  created  peers  of  Great  Britain  since  the 
union,  had  a  right  to  sit  in  that  house ;  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative  by  a  majority  of  five  voices ;  though  not  without  a 
protest  signed  by  the  lords  in  the  opposition.  The  Scottish 
peers  were  so  incensed  at  this  decision,  that  they  drew  up 
a  representation  to  the  queen,  complaining  of  it  as  an  in- 
Voi-II.    '  Q 
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fringement  of  the  anion,  and  a  mark  of  disgrace  put  upon 
the-  whole  peerage  of  Scotland*  The  bill  against  occasional 
conformity  was  revived  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  in 
more  moderate  terms  than  those  that  had  been  formerly 
rejected ;  and  it  passed  both  houses  by  the  connivance  of 
the  whigs,  npoi)  the  earl's  promise,  that  if  they  would  con- 
sent  to  this  measure,  he  would  bring  over  many  friends  to 
join  them  in  matters  of  greater  consequence.  On  the 
twenty-second  day  of  December,  the  queen  being  indis* 
posed,  granted  a  commission  to  the  lord  keeper,  and  some 
other  peers,  to  give  the  royal  assent  to  this  bill,  and  another 
for  the  land  tax.  The  duke  of  Devonshire  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  giving  precedence  of  all  peers  to  the 
electoral  prince  of  Hanover,  as  the  duko  of  Cambridge. 
An  address  was  presented  to  the  queen,  desiring  she^'would 
give  instructions  to  her  plenipotentiaries,  to  consult  with  the 
ministers  of  the  allies  in  Holland  before  the  opening  of  the 
congress ;  that  they  might  concert  the  necessary  measures 
for  proceeding  with  unanimity,  the  better  to  obtain  the  great 
ends  prbposed  by  her  majesty. 

§  XXXIX.  The  commissionere  for  examining  the  pub* 
lie  accounts,  having  discoverea  that  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough had  received  an  annual  present  of  five  or  six  thousand 
pounds  from  the  contractors  of  bread  to  the  army,  the 
queen  declared  in  council,  that  she  thought  fit  to  dismiss 
htm  from  all  his  employments,  that  the  matter  migKt  be 
impartially  examined.  This  declaration  was  imparted  t« 
him  in  a  letter  under  her  own  hand,  in  which  she  took  oc- 
casion Co  complain  of  the  treatment  she  had  received.  She 
probably  alluded  to  the  insolence  of  his  dutchess ;  the  sub«> 
jection  in  which  she  had  been  kept  by  the  late  ministry ; 
and  the  pains  lately  taken  by  the  whigs  to  depreciate  her 
conduct,  and  thwart  her  measures  with  respect  to  the  peace* 
The  duke  wrote  an  answer  to  her  majesty,  vindicating  him- 
self from  the  charge  which  had  been  brought  against  "his 
tjidracter ;  and  his  two  daughters,  the  countess  of  Sunder* 
land  and  the  lady  Railton,  resigned  their  plaoes  df  ladies  im 
the  bedchamber.  The  ministry,  im  order  to  ascertaia  a 
majority  in  the  house  of  Lords,  persuaded  the  queen  to  take 
a  measure  which  nothing  but  necessity  could  juartify.     She 
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created  ^elve  peers  dt  once/  and  on  the  $econ<)  of  January 
they  were  introduced  into  the  upper  house  without  opposi- 
tion. The  lord  keeper  delivered  to  the  house  a  message 
from  the  queeo,  desiring  they  would  adjourn  to  the  four* 
teenth  day  of  the  month*  The  anticourtiers  alleged,  that 
the  queen  could  not  send  a  message  to  any  one  house  to 
adjouroi,  but  ought  to  have  directed  it  to  both  houses.  Thia 
objection  produced  a  debate,  which  was  terminated  in  fa- 
vour of  the  court  by  the  weight  of  the  twelve  new  peers. 

$  XL.  At  this  period  prince  Eugene  arrived  in  Eng* 
land,  with  a  letter  to  the  queen  from  the  empetor,  and 
instructions  to  propose  a  new  scheme  for  prosecuting  the 
war.  His  errand  w&«  fv  from  being  agreeable  to  the 
ministry :  and  they  su&pected  that  his  real  aim  was  to 
manage  intrip^es  among  the  discontented  party,  who  op* 
posed  the  pe&ce.  Nevertheless,  he  was  treated  with  that 
respect  which  was  due  tp  his  quality  and  eminent  talents. 
The  ministers,  the  nobility,  and  officers  of  distinction, 
visited  him  at  Jiis  arrival.  He  was  admitted  to  an  audi- 
ence of  the  queen,  who  received  him  with  great  compla- 
cency* Having  perused  the  letter  which  he  delivered,  she. 
expressed  her  concern  that  her  health  did  not  permit  her 
to  speak  with  his  highness  as  often  as  she  could  wish ;  but 
that  she  had  ordered  the  treasurer  and  secretary  St.  John 
tp  receive  bis  proposals,  and  confer  with  him  as  frequently 
as  he  should  think,  proper.  He  expressed  extraordinary 
respect  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  notwithstanding  his 
disgrace.  The  lord  treasurer,  while  he  entertained  him  at 
dinner,  declared  that  be  looked  upon  thatday  as  the  hap- 
piest in  the  whole  course  of  his  U£e,  since  he  had  the  honour 
to  see  in  his  house  the  greatest  captain  of  the  age^     The 

c  Lord  Gompion  and  lord  Bruce,  sons  of  the  carls  of  Northampton  and  Ajrles- 
taty,  vere  caIIm  up  hy  writ  to  the  house  of  petti*a  The  other  ten  -w^ere  these  : 
Lord  Duptin,  of  the  kii^om  of  Jscothind,  created  baron  Hay  of  Died  ward  in,  in 
theeoQiity  of  Mereford  ;  lord  fiseount  Windsor,  of  Ireland,  made  baran  Mount- 
joy,  inidhe  Isleof  Wwbt;  Henry  l^lget,  too  of  lord  Paget,  ereatevi  baron  Uurtoii^ 
indieccMii^of  StAVord ;  sir  llbomaa  ManseU  baron  Klansel  of  Margau^  in  tJu; 
eoimty  of  Glamorgan ;  sir  Thomas  Willoa^iby,  baron  Middleton,  of  Middkton, 
in  the  eoQirty  of  Warwick ;  mr  Tbonias  Tretcr,  Ikjiwi  TreTQr,  of  Broroham.  in 
the  coaDt^  of  Bedford ;  Greoree  (Granville,  baron  Vansdown,  of  Uiddeford,  in  the 
coQttty  or  Devon  ;  Saipiiel  IVlai^iam,  liaron  Ma^nm,  of  Onts,  in  the  aount}-  of 
EaKz;  Thdnuis  Foley,  baroirFol^,  ^f  Kidderminfiter,  in  tke  coun(;y  ot  Woree- 
iter ;  and  Allen  Bathurst,  baron  Bathurst,  of  Bathelndon,  in  the  connty  of  Red* 
Ard. — Oto  the  first  day  of  their  Jn^ng  introduaed,  uJien  the  cnioaHon  ^-os  put  aboqt 
^joaming,  the  earl  of  Wharton  asked  one  of  thern^  '<  Wjiether  tbcy  TOted  by 
*o^iiP  fomnan . 
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prince  is  said  to  have  replied,  **  If  lam,  it  is  owing  to 
"  your  lordship."  Alludinc;  to  the  disgrace  of  Marlbo- 
rough, whom  the  earUs  intrigues  had  deprived  of  all  mili- 
taiy  command.  When  bishop  Burnet  conversed  with  him 
about  the  scandalous  libels  that  were  every  day  published 
against  the  duke,  and  in  particular  mentioned  one  para* 
jT  graph,  in  which  the  author  allowed  he  had  been  once  for- 
tunate, the  prince  observed  it  was  the  greatest  commenda- 
tion that  could  be  bestowed  upon  him,  as  it  implied  chat  all 
his  other  successes  were  owing  to  his  courage  and  conduct. 
While  the  nobility  of  both  parties  vied  with  each  other  in 
demonstration  of  respect  for  this  noble  stranger ;  whHe  he 
was  adored  by  the  whigs,  and  admired  by  the  people,  who 
gazed  at  him  in  crowds  when  he  appeared/  in  public  :  even 
in  the  midst  of  all  these  caresses,  party  riots  were  excited 
to  insult  his  person,  and  some  scandalous  reflections  upon 
his  mother  were  inserted  in  one  of  the  public  papers.  The 
queen  treated  him  with  distinguished  marks  of  regard ; 
and,  on  her  birthday,  presented  him  with  a  sword  worth 
five  thousand  pounds.  Nevertheless,  she  looked  upon  him 
as  a  patron  and  friend  of  that  turbulent  faction  to  which 
she  owed  so  much  disquiet.  She  knew  he  had  been  pressed 
to  come  over  by  the  whig  noblemen,  who  hoped  his  presence 
would  inflame  the  people  to  some  desperate  attempt  upon 
the  new  ministry  :  she  was  not  ignorant  that  he  held  private 
conferences  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  the  earl  of 
Sunderland,  the  lords  Somers,  Halifax,  and  all  the  chiefs  of 
\hat  party;  and  that  he  entered  into  a  close  connexion 
with  the  baron  de  Bothttiar,  the  Hanoverian  envoy,  who 
had  been  very  active  in  fomenting  the  disturbances  of  the 
people. 

$  XLI.  Her  majesty,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
afflicted  with  the  gout,  sent  a  message  to  both  houlfes,  on 
the  seventeenth  day  of  January,  signifying  that  the  pleni- 
potentiaries were  arrived  at  Utrecht:  and  that  she  was  ' 
employed  in  making  preparations  for  an  early  campaign  : 
she  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  commons  would  proceed  in 
giving  the  necessary  despatch  to  the  supplies.  The  Iprd 
treasurer,  in  order  to  demonstrate  his  attachment  to  the 
protestant  succession,  brought  in  a  bill  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  duke  of  DeJvonshire,  giving  precedence  to 
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the  wliole  electoral  family,  as  children  and^nephews  of  the 
crown ;  and,  when  it  was  passed  into  an  act,  he  sent  it 
over 'to  Hanover  by  Mr*  Thomas  Harley.  The  sixteen 
peers  for  Scotland  were  prevailed  upon,  by  promise  of 
satisfacti6n,  to  resume  their  seats  in  the  upper  house,  from 
which  they  had  absented 'themselves  since  the  deci«ioa 
against  the  patent  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton :  but  whatever 
pecuniary  recompense  they  might  have  obtained  from  the  f 
court,  on  which  they  were  meanly  dependent,  they  received 
no  satisfaction  from  the  parliament*  The  commons,  find- 
ing Mr.  Walpole  very  troublesome  in  their  house,  by  his- 
talents,  activity,  and  zealous  attachment  to  the  whig  inter- 
est, found  means  to  discover  some  clandestine  practices  in 
which  he  was  concerned  as  secretary  at  war,  with  regard 
to  the*  forage  contract  in  Scotland.  The  contractors,  rather 
than  admit  into  their  partnership  a  person  whom  he  had 
recommended  for  that  purpose,  chose  to  present  his  friend 
with  five  hundred  pounds.  Their  bill  was  addrcs&ed  l^ 
Mr.  Walpole,  who  indorsed  it,  and  his  friend  touched  the 
money.**  This  transaction  was  interpreted  into  a  bribe. 
Mr.  Walpole  was  voted  guilty  of  corruption,  imprisoned 
in  the  Tower,  and  expelled^  the  house.  Being  afterwards 
.rechosen  by  the  same  borough  of  Lynn  Hegis,  which  he 
had  before  represented,  a  petition  was  lodged  against  him, 
and  the  commons  voted  him  incapable  of  being  elected  a 
member  to  serve  in  the  present  parliament. 

$  XLII.  Their  next  attack  was  upon  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  was  found  to  have  received  a  yearly 
sum  from  sir  Solomon  Medina,  a  Jew,  concerned   in  the 

d  The  commiasionjerB  appointed  for  taking,  stating,  and  examining  the 
public  aceounts,  having  made  their  report  teaching  the  conduct  of  Mr  Walpole, 
the  house,  after  »  long  debate,  came  to  the  following  reBolutions:  1.  That  Uobert 
Walpole,  esq.  a  member  of  this  house,  in  receiving  the  sum  of  five  huniired  gui- 
iieaa,  and  in  takinj^  a  note  for  five  hundred  more,  on  account  of  two  oontracts  for 
forage  of  her  majesty's  trcwps,  quartered  in  ^orth  Britain,  made  by  him  when 
seeretary  at  war,  pursuant  to  a  power  granted  to  him  b^  the  late  lord  treasurer,  is 
Koilty  or  a  high  breach  of  trust  and  notorious  corruption,  'i.  That  the  said. Ro- 
bert Walpole,  esq.  be  for  the  said  oflence  committed  prisoner  to  the  Tower  of 
London,  during  the  pleasure  of  this  house ;  and  that  Mr  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrant  aecordmg^y.  3.  That  the  said  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  be  for  the  said  of- 
fence  also  expelled  the  house,  and  that  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  public  " 
aeeoanta  be  taken  into  further  codsideriition  that  day  se'nnight — It  appearcdTi-om 
the  depositions  of  witnesses  that  the  public  had  been  detVaiided  considerably  hy 
these  contracts— a  very  severe  speech  was  made  in  the  house,  and  next  ilaj  i>ffb- 
lished,  fleeting  upon  Mr.  Walpole,  as  gtulty  of  the  worst  kind  of  coiTuption ;  and 
air  Peter  King  declared  in  the  house,  that  he  deserved  hanging  as  well  as  he  de«- 
•erred  imprisonment  and  expulsion. 
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contract  for  furnishing  the  army  with  bread ;  to  have  been 
gratified  by  the  queen  with  ten  thousand  pounds  a  year  to 
defray  the  expose  of  intelligence ;  and  to  have  pocketed  a 
deduction  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  from  the  pay  of  the 
foreign  troops  maintained  by  England.  It  was  alleged,  in 
his  justification,  that  the  present  from,  the  Jews  was  a 
customary  perquisite,  which  had  always  been  enjoyed  by 
the  general  of  the  Dutch  army :  that  the  deduction  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  was  granted  to  him  by  an  express 
warrant  from  her  majesty:  that  all  the  articles  of  the 
charge  joined  together  did  not  exceed  thirty  thousand 
pounds,  a  sum  much  inferior  to  that  which  had  been 
allowed  to  king  William  for  contingencies;  that  the 
money  was  expended  in  procuring  intelligence,  which  was 
so  exact  that  the  duke  was  never  surprised:  that  none  of 
his  parties  were  ever  intercepted  or  cut  off;  and  all  the 
designs  were  by  these  means  so  well  concerted,  that  he 
never  once  miscarried.  Notwithstanding  these  represen- 
tations the  majority  voted  that  his  practices  had  been  un- 
warrantable and  illegal ;  and  that  the  deduction  was  to  be 
accounted  for  as  public  money.  These  resolutions  were 
communicated  to  the  queen,  who  ordered  the  attorney 
general  t6  prosecute  the  duke  for  the  money  he  had  de- 
ducted by  virtue  of  her  own  warrant.  Such  practices 
were  certainly  mean  and  mercenary,  and  greatly  tarnished 
the  glor}'  which  the  duke  had  acquired  by  his  military 
talents,  and  other  shining  qualities. 

$  XLIII.  The  commons  now  directed  the  stream  of 
their  resentment  against  the  Dutch,  who  had  certainly  ex- 
erted all  their  endeavours  to  overwhelm  the  new  ministry, 
and  retard  the  negotiations  for  peace.  They  maintained 
an  intimate  correspondence  with'  the  whigs  of  England. 
They  diffused  the  most  invidious  reports  against  Oxford 
and  secretary  St.  John.  Buys,  their  envoy  at  London, 
acted  the  part  of  an  incendiary,  in  suggesting  violent  mea- 
sures to  the  malcontents,  and  caballing  against  the  govern* 
mcnt.  The  ministers,  by  way  of  reprisal,  influenced  the  house 
of  commons  to  pass  some  acrimonious  resolutions  against  the 
states  general.  They  alleged  that  the  States  had  been  de- 
ficient in  their  proportion  of  troops,  both  in  Spain  and  in 
the  Netherlands,  during  the  whole  course  of  the  war ;  and 
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that  the  queen  h^d  paid  above  three  miUions  of  crowns  in 
subsidies,  above  what  she  was  obliged  to  advance  by  her 
tDgagements.  They  attacked  the  barrier  treaty,  which  had 
been  concluded  with  the  States  by  lord  Townshend,  after 
the  conferences  at  Gertruydenberg.  By  this  agreement, 
England  guaranteed  a  barrier  in  the  Netherlands  to  the 
Dutch ;  and  the  States  bound  themselves  to  maintain,  with 
their  whole  force,  the  queen's  title,  and  the  protestant  suc- 
cession. The  tones  affirmed  that  England  was  disgraced 
by  engaging  any  other  state  to  defend  a  succession  which 
the  nation  might  see  cause  to  alter :  that,  by  thitt  treaty,  the 
States  were  authorized  to  interpose  in  British  counsels : 
that,  being  possessed  of  all  those  strong  towns  they  might 
exclude  the  English  from  trading  to  them,  and  interfere 
with  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  The  house  of 
commons  voted,  that  in  the  barrier  treaty  there  were 
several  articles  destructive  to  the  trade  and  interest  of 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  highly  dishonourable  to  her 
majesty :  that  the  lord  viscount  Townshend  was  not  au- 
thorized to  conclude  several  articles  in  that  treaty :  that  he 
and  all  those  who  had  advised  its  being  ratified  were  ene- 
mies to  the  queen  and  kingdom.  All  their  votes  were  di- 
gested into  a  long  representation  presented  to  the  queeni 
in  which  they  averred  that  England,  during  the  war,  had 
been  overcharged  nineteen  millions.;  a  circumstance  that 
implied  mismanagement  or  fraud  in  the  old  ministry.  The 
States,  alarmed  at  these  resolutions,  wrote  a  respectful  let- 
ter to  the  queen,  representing  the  necessity  of  a  barrier, 
for  the  mutual  security  of  England  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. They  afterwards  drew  up  a  large  memorial  in 
vindication  6f  their  proceedings  during  the  war ;  and  it 
was  published  in  one  of  the  English  papers.  The  commons 
immediately  voted  it  a  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious 
libel,  reflecting  upon  the  resolutions  of  the  house ;  and  the 
printer  and  publisher  were  taken  into  custody,  as  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  privilege. 

$  XL IV.  They  now  repealed  the  naturalization  act.* 
They  passed  a  bill  granting  a  toleration  to  the  episcops;! 
clergy  in  Scotland,  without  paying  the  least  regard  to  a 

e  Bornet    Buyer.    Lamberty.    QuIdcv.    Iloussrt    Tore  v.  Tindal  lift* 
4f  the  Duke  tf  MiirU»orons;h.    MH.  His^.    \niva\re 
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representation  from  the   general   assembly  to  the   queen, 
declaring  that  the  act  for  securing  the   presbyterian   go- 
vernment was  an  essential  and  fundamental  condition  ,of 
the  treaty  of  union.     The.  house,  notwithstanding  this'  re- 
monstrance, proceeded  with  the  bill,  and  inserted  a  clause 
prohibiting  civil  magistrates  from  executing  the  sentences 
of  the  kirk  ju4icatories.     The  episcopal,  as*  well  as   the 
presbyterian  clergy,  were   required  to  take  the  oaths  of 
abjuration,  that  they  might  be  upon  an  equal  footing  in 
case  of  disobedience ;  for  the  commons  well  knew  that  this 
condition  would  be  rejected  by  both  from  very  different 
motives.      In  order  to  exasperate  the  presbyterians  with 
further   provocations,    another   act   was    passsed    for    dis- 
continuing  the    courts    of  judicature    during  the  chcist- 
mas  holidays,  which  had  never  been  kept  by  persons  of 
that  persuasion.     When  this  bill  was  read  for  the  third 
time  sir  David  Dalrymple  said,  ^^  since  the  hoQse  is  re- 
^^  solved  to  make  no  toleration  on  the  body  of  this  bill, 
"  I  acquiesce ;  and  only  desire  it  may  be  entided,  a  bill 
•'  for  establishing  jacobitism  and  immorality*"       The  cha- 
grin of  the  Scottish  presbyterians  was  completed  by  a  third 
bill,  restoring  the  right  of  patronage,  which  had  been  taken 
away  when  the  discipline  of  the  kirk  was  last  established. 
Prince  Eugene  having  presented  a  memorial  to  the  queen, 
touching  the  conduct  of  the  emperor  during  the  war,  and 
containing  a  proposal  with  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Spain, 
the  qi^ieen  communicated  the  scheme  to  th^  house  of  com- 
mons, who  treated  it  with  the  most  contemptuous  neglect. 
The  prince,  finding  all  his  efforts  ineffeqtual,  retired  to  the 
continent,  as  much  displeased  with  the  ministry,  as  he  had 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  people  of  England.      The 
commons  having  settled  the  funds  for  the  supplies  of  the 
year,  amounting  to  six  millions,  the  treasurer  formed  the 
plan  of  a  bill  appointing  commissioners  to    examine  the 
value  and  consideration  of  all  the  grants  made  since  the 
revolution.      His  design  was  to   make  a  general  resump- 
tion :  but  as  the  interest  of  so  many  noblemen  was  con- 
oemed,  the  bill  met  with  a  very  warm  opp^isition^   not- 
withstanding which  it  would  have  certainly  passed,  had 
not   the   duke    of    Buckingham   and   the  earl  of  Strafford 
absented  themselve^s  from  the  house  during  the  debate. 
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CHAP.  XL 


I.  The  conferences  opened  at  Utrecht^  §  II.  The 
^teen^s  measures  obstructed  by  the  allies*  §  III.  The 
Death  of  the  Dauphin  and  his  son.  §  IV.  The  ^ueen 
demands  Philip's  renunciation  of  the  Crown  of  France* 
§  V.  The  Duke  of  Ortnond  takes  the  command  of  the 
British  forces  in  Flanders.  §  VI.  He  is  restricted  from 
-acting  against  the  enemy*  $  VII.  Debate  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  this  subject.  §  VIII.  A  loyal  address  of 
the  Commons.  $  IX.  Philip  promises  to  renounce  the 
Grown  of  France.  $  X.  The  ^een  communicates  the 
plan  of  the  peace  in  a  speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parli- 
ament. $  XI.  Exceptions  taken  to  some  of  the  articles^ 
in  Hie  House  of  Lords.  §  XII.  il  motion  for  a  guaranty 
of  the  Protestant  succession  by  the  Allies  rejected  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  $  XIII,  The  Duke  of  Ormond 
declares  to  Prince  Eugene^  that  he  can  no  longer  cover 
the  siege  of  ^esnoy.  $  XIV.  Irruption  into  France 
by  General  Grovestein.  §  XV.  The  foreign  troops  in 
British  pay  refuse  to  march  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
$  XVI.  Who  proclaims  a  cessation  of  arms ^  and  besieges 
Ghent  mnd  Bruges.  $  XVII,  The  Allies  defeated  at 
Denain*  $  XVIIL  Progress  qf  the  conferences  at 
Utrecht.  \  XIX.  TJie  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Lord 
Mohun  are  killed  in  a  duel.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough 
retires  to  the  Continent.  $  XX.  The  States  General  sign 
the  Barrier  treaty^  §  XXI.  The  other  allies  become 
more  tractable.  $  XXII.  Tli^  peace  with  France  signed 
at  Utrecht.  $  XXIII.  iffo^A  Houses  of  Parliament  con* 
gratulate  the  ^een  on  the  peace,  $  XXIV.  Substance 
of  the  treaty  with  France.  §  XXV.  Objections  to  the 
treaty  of  commerce.  $  XXVI.  Debates  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  the  malt  tax  for  Scotland.  The  Scottish  lords 
Vol.  II.  R 
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move  for  a  bill  to  dissolve  the  Union*  $  S]$LVII*  Address 
of  the  Commons  about  Dunkirk.  $  XXVIII.  Violence 
of  parties  in  England.  §  XXIX.  Proceedings  of  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland*  $  XXX.  New  Parliament  in 
England.  Writers  employed  by  both  parties.  §  XXXL 
Treaty  of  Rastadt  between  the  Emperor  and  France. 
^  XXXII.  Principal  articles  in  the  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain.  Meeting  of  the  Parliament. 
§  XXXIII.  The  House  of  Lords  takes  cognisance  of  a 
libel  against  the  Scots*  $  XXXIV.  Mr.  Stett  expeUei 
the  House  of  Commons^  $  XXXV*  Precautions  hy  thfi 
Whigs  for  the  security  of  the  Protestant  succession. 
§  XXXVI.  Debates  in  the  House  of  Lords  Concerning 
the  Pretender  and  t/ie  Catalans*  ^  XXXVII.  They  ad- 
dress  the  ^een  to  set  a  price  on  the  head  of  the  Pre- 
tender. §  XXXVIII.  A  writ  demanded  for  the  Electoral 
Prince  of  Hanover y  as  Duke  of  Cambridge*  §  XXXIX. 
Death  of  the  Princess  Sophia*  Bill  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  Schism*  $  XL.  Another  against  all  tolio  should  listj 
or  be  enlisted  in  a  foreign  service*  $  XLI.  The  Par- 
liament prorogued.  $  XLII.  The  Tretueurtr  disgraced. 
^  XLIII.  Precautions  taken  for  securing  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom*  $  XLI V»  Death  and  character  ^  ^ueen 
Anne* 

^  L  IN  the  month  of  Januciry*  the  conferences 
for  peace  began  at  Utrecht.  The  eari  of  Jer&ey  would 
h4^ve  been  appointed  the  plenipotentiary  for  ficigland,  but 
\ip  dying  after  the  correspondence  with  the  court  of  Fra&ce 
Was  established,  the  queen  conferred  that  chiu-ge  u^n 
l^obinaoci,  bishop  of  Bristol,  lord  privy  seal,  and  the  earl 
af  Straffordt  The  chref  of  the  Dutch  deputies  named  for 
ihe  pongress,  were  Buys  and  Vaaderdusaeni  the  French 
);ing  granted  his  powers  to  d)e  mareadaal  d'UxeUes,  ih^ 
ftbbot  (afterwardi  cardinal)  de  Polignac,  afid  Menager, 
wIk)  bad  been  in  England,  The  tninistera  of  the  einperor 
Dfid  S^voy  likewise  assisted  )at  the  conferences^  to  which 
th9  empire  ^d  the  o|ber  allies  Ulcewise  seoit  their  pleni* 
^ei^ti^riffS  t^^  ^^  Vrithoul;  re}iict«i»ce,    4-s  o3X  ttiese 
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powers,  except  France,  entertained  sentiments  veiy  different 
from  those  of  her  Britannic  majesty,  the  conferences  seemed 
'calculated  rather  to  retard  than  accelerate  a  pacification. 
The  qaeen  of  England  had  foreseen  and  provided  against 
Aese  difficulties.  Her  great  end  was  to  free  her  subjects 
from  the  miseries  attending  an  unprofitable  war,  and  to 
restore  peace  to  Europe ;  and  this  aim  she  was  resolved  to 
accomplish,  in  spite  of  all  opposition.  She  had  also  deter* 
mined  to  procure  reasonable  terms  of  accommodation  for 
her  allies,  without,  however,  continuing  to  lavish  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  her  people  in  supporting  their  extravagant 
demands.  HThe  emperor  obstinately  insisted  upon  his 
claim  to  the  whole  Spanish  monarchy,  refusing  to  give  up 
the  least  title  of  his  pretensions ;  and  the  Dutch  adhered 
to  the  old  preliminaries  which  Lewis  had  formerly  re- 
jected. The  queen  saw  that  the  liberties  of  Europe  would 
be  exposed  to  much  greater  danger  from  an  actual  union 
of  the  imperial  and  Spanish  crowns  in  one  head  of  the 
house  of  Austria,  than  from  a  bare  possibility  of  «Sp:^n'a 
being  united  with  France  in  one  branch  of  the  house  of 
Bourbon.  She  knew  by  experience  the  difficulty  of  de*' 
throning  Philip,  rooted  as  he  was  in  the  affections  of  a 
brave  and  loyal  people;  and  that  a  prosecution  of  this 
design  would  serve  no  purpose  but  to  protract  the  war^ 
and  augment  the  grievances  of  the  British  nation.  She 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  distresses  of  the  French, 
which  she  considered  as  pledges  of  their  monarch's  sin- 
cerity. She  sought  not  the  total  ruin  of  that  people^ 
already  reduced  to  the  brink  of  despair.  The  dictates  of 
true  policy  dissuaded  her  from  contributing  to  further  con^ 
quest  in  that  kingdom,  which  would  have  proved  the  source 
of  contention  among  the  allies,  depressed  the  house  of 
Bourbon  below  the  sUndard  of  importance  which  the  balance 
of  Europe  required  it  should  maintain,  and  aggrandize  the 
states  general  at  the  expense  of  Great  Britain.  As  she 
had* borne  the  chief  burden  of  the  war,  she  had  a  right  to 
take  the  lead,  and  dictate  a  plan  of  pacification ;  at  least, 
she  had  a  right  to  consult  the  welfare  of  her  own  kingdom, 
in  delivering,  by  a  separate  peafce,  her  subjects  from  those 
enormous  loads  which  they  con\d  no  longer  sustain ;  and 
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she  was  well  enough  aware  of  her  own  consequence,  to 
think  she  could  obtain  advantageous  conditions. 

$  11.  Such  were  the  sentiments  of  the  queen ;  and  her 
ministers  seem  to  have  acted  on  the  same  principles, 
though  perhaps  party  motives  may  have  helped  to  influence 
their  conduct.  The  allies  concurred  in  opposing  with  all 
their  might  any  treaty  which  could  not  gratify  their  different 
views  of  avarice,  interest,  and  ambition.  They  practised 
a  thousand  litde  artiiiees  to  intimidate  the  queen,  to  excite 
a  jealousy  of  Lewis,  to  blacken  the  characters  of  her 
ministers,  to  raise  and  keep  up  a  dangerous  ferment  among 
her  people,  by  which  her  life  and  government  were  en-- 
dangered.  She  could  not  fail  to  resent  these  efforts,  which 
greatly  perplexed  her  measures,  and  obstructed  her  design^ 
Her  ministers  were  sensible  of  the  dangerous  predicament 
in  ^hich  they  stood.  The  queen's  health  was  much  im» 
paired;  and  the  successor  countenanced  the  opposite  fac- 
tion. In  case  of  their  sovereign's  death,  they  had  nothing 
to  expect  but  prosecution  and  ruin  for  obeying  her  com- 
mands ;  they  saw  no  hope  of  safety,  except  in  renouncing 
their  principles,  and  submitting  to  their  adversaries;  or 
else  in  taking  such  measures  as  would  hasten  the  pacifica* 
tion,  that  the  troubles  of  the  kingdom  might  be  appeased, 
and  the  people  be  satisfied  with  their  conduct,  before  death 
should  deprive  them  of  their  sovereign's  protection.  With 
this  view  they  advised  her  to  set  on  foot  a  private  nego- 
tiation with  Lewis  to  stipulate  certain  advantages  for  her 
own  subjects  in  a  concerted  plan  of  peace ;  to  enter  into 
such  mutual  confidence  with  that  monarch,  as  would  anti- 
cipate all  clandestine  transactions  to  her  prejudice,  and  in 
some  measure  enable  her  to  prescribe  terms  for  her  allies. 
The  plan  was  judicioutily  formed;  but  executed  with  toa 
much  precipitation.  The  stipulated  advantages  were  not 
such  as  she  had  a  right  to  demand  and  insist  upon ;  and 
widiout  all  doubt,  better  might  have  been  obtained,  had  not 
the  obstinacy  of  the  allies  abroad,  and  the  violent  conduct 
of  the  whig  faction  at  home,  obliged  the  ministers  to  relax) 
in  some  material  points,  and  hasten  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty. 

$  in.  The  articles  being  privately  regulated  betweei^ 
the  two  courts  of  London   and   Versailles,    the    English 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


iri2%  ANNJS.  j3if, 

plenipotentiaFtes  at  Utrecht  were  furnished  with  general 
powers  and  instractions,  being  ignorant  of  the  agreement 
which  the  queen  had  made  wkh  the  French  monarch, 
touching  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  which  was  indeed  the  basis 
of  the  treat}"*  Thia  secret  plan  of  negotiation,  however, 
had  well  nigh  been  destroyed  by  some  unforeseen  events 
that  were  doubly  afflicting  to  Lewis*  The  dauphin  had 
died  of  the  smallpox  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  his  title  had  been  conferred  upon  his  son,  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,,  who  now  expired  on  the  last  day  of  February, 
six  days  after  the  death .  of  his  wife,  Mary  Adelaide  of 
Savoy*  The  parents  were  soon  followed  to  the  grave  by 
their  eldest  offspring,  the  duke  ot  Bretagne,  in  the  sixth 
year  of  his  age  ;  so  that  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy's  childreti^ 
none  remsuned  alive  but  the  duke  of  Anjou,  the  late  French 
kmg,  who  wds  at  that  time  a  sickly  infant*  Such  a  series 
of  calamities  could  not  fail  of  being  extremely  shocking  to 
Lewis  in  his  old  age ;  but  they  were  still  more  alarming  to 
the  queen  of  England,  who  saw  that  nothing  but  the  pre- 
carious Kfe  of  an  unhealthy  child  divided  the  two  monarchies 
of  France  and  Spain,  the  union  of  which  she  resolved  by  all 
possible  means  to  prevent*  She  therefore  sent  the  abbe 
Guakier  to  Paris,  with  a  memorial,  representing  the  danger 
to  which  the  liberty  of  Europe  would  bo  exposed,  should 
Philip  ascend  the  throne  of  France ;  and  demanding,  that 
his  title  should  be  transferred  to  his  brother,  the  duke  of 
Berry,  in  consequence  of  his  pure^  simple,  and  voluntary 
renunciation. 

$  IV*  Meanwhile  the  French  plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht  were  prevailed  upon  to  deliver  their  proposals  in 
writing,  under  the  name  of  specific  offers,  which  the  allies 
received  with  indignation*  They  were  treated  in  England 
with  universal  scorn*  Lord  Halifax,  in  the  house  of 
peers,  termed  them  trifling,  arrogant,  and  injurious  to  her 
majesty  and  her  allies*  An  address  was  presented  to  the 
queen,  in  which  they  expressed  their  resentment  against 
the  insolence  of  France,  and  promised  to  assist  her  with  all 
their  power  in  prosecuting  the  war,  until  a  safe  and  honour* 
ahle  peace  should  be  obtained*  The  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  allies  were  not  less  extravagant^ln  their  specific  de- 
mands than  the  French  had  been  arrogant  in  their  offers. 
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la  a  word,  the  mi&tsten  seemed  to  hsve  been  aBsemUed  at 
Utrecht,  rather  to  start  new  difficulties,  and  widen  the 
breach,  than  to  heal  aoimosaties,  and  concert  a  plan  d  pa* 
cificatioD.  They  amused  one  another  with  fruidess  con* 
ferences,  while  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  endeavoured  to 
engage  the  states  general  in  her  measures,  that  they  might 
treat  with  France  upon  moderate  terms,  and  give  law  to  the 
rest  of  the  allies.  She  departed  from  some  of  her  own 
pretensions,  in  order  to  gratify  them  with  the  possession  of 
some  towns  in  Flanders.  She  consented  to  their  being 
admitted  into  participation  of  some  advantages  in  com- 
merce ;  and  ordered^the  English  ministers  at  the  congress 
to  tell  them,  that  she  would  take  her  measures  according 
to  the  return  they  shoold  make  on  this  occasion.  Finding 
them  still  obsUnately  attached  to  their  first  chimerical  pre^ 
liminaries,  she  gave  them  to  understand,  that  all  her  offers 
for  adjusting  the  differences  were  founded  upon  the  express 
condition,  that  they  should  come  into  her  measures,  and 
cooperate  with  her  openly  and  sincerely;  but  they  had 
made  such  bad  returns  to  all  her  condescension  towards 
them,  that  she  looked  upon  herself  as  released  from  all 
engagements*  The  ministers  of  the  allies  had  insisted 
upon  a  written  answer  to  their  specific  demands ;  and  diis 
the  French  plenipotentiaries  declined,  until  they  should 
receive  fresh  instructions  from  their  master.  Such  was  the 
pretence  for  suspending  the  conferences ;  but  the  real  bar 
to  a  final  agreement  between  England  and  France,  was  the 
delay  of  Philip^s  renunciation,  which  at  length,  however, 
arrived ;  and  produced  a  cessation  of  arms. 

§  V.  In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Ormond,  who  was 
now  invested  with  the  supreme  command  of  the  British 
forces^  received  a  particular  order,  that  he  should  not 
hazard 'an  engagement.  Lewis  had  already  undertaken  for 
the  compliance  of  his  grandson.  Reflecting  on  his  own 
great  age^  he  was  shocked  at  the  prospect  of  leaving  his 
kingdom  involved  in  a  pernicious  %var  during  a  minority; 
and  determined  to  procure  a  peace  at  all  events.  The 
queen,  knowing  his  motives,  could  not  help  believing  his 
protestations,  and  resolved  to  avoid  a  battle,  the  issue  of 
which  might  have  eonsiderably  altered  the  situation  of 
ailairs,  and  consequently  retarded  the « conclusion  of  the 
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troMty^  Preporataoiift  had  been  nmde  ibr  m  early  etui- 
paigQ*  In  the  beginning  of  Mercht  die  eaii  of  Albemarle^ 
baving  asaeidUed  a  body  of  thirty^aix  baltaliotts,  marched 
towiyrda  Arras,  which  he  reduced  to  a  heap  of  aahea  by  ft 
taoBt  terrible  cannonading  and  bonhanfanent.  In  May^ 
the  duke  of  Ormood  confefred  with  the  depntiea  of  the 
atateo  general  at  the  Hagne,  and  aasored  them  that  he  had 
orders  to  act  vigorously  ia  the  prosecuticn  of  the  war- 
tie  joiaed  ^ince  Eugene  at  Toomay ;  and,  on  the  twenty-* 
sixth  day  of  May,  the  allied  army,  passing  the  ScbeUe, 
encaniped  at  Haspre  and  Solenmes.  The  imperial  general 
proposed  that  they  should  attack  die  French  army  under 
Villars;  but  by  this  time  the  duke  was  restrained  from 
baauupding  a  siege  or  battle ;  a  circumstance  well  known  to 
the  French  commander,  who  therefore  abated  of  his  usual 
vigilanoe.  It  could  not  be  long  concealed  from  prince 
Eugene  and  the  deputies,  who  forthwith  despatched  an 
express  to  their  priacipals  on  this  subject,  and  afterwards 
presented  a  long  memorial  to  die  duke,  representing  the 
injury  which  the  grand  alliance  would  sustain  from  his 
obedience  of  such  an  order.  He  seemed  to  be  extremely 
uneasy  at  his  situation ;  and  in  a  ktter  to  secretary  St. 
Jobn,  expressed  a  desire  that  the  queen  would  pernut  him 
|o  return  to  England* 

$  VI.  Prince  Eugene,  notwithstanding  the  queen's 
order,  which  Ormond  had  not  yet  formally  declared,  inr 
vested  the  town  of  Quesnoy,  and  the  duke  fuznished 
towards  this  enterprise  seven  battalions  and  nine  squa- 
drons of  the  foreign  troops  maintained  by  Great  Britain. 
The  Dutch  deputies  at  Utrecht  expostulating  with  the 
hidiop  of  Bristol  upon  the  duke's  refusing  to  act  against 
the  enemy,  that  prelate  told  them,  that  he  had  lately  re* 
ceived  an  express,  with  a  letter  from  her  majesty,  ia  which 
the  complained,  that  as  the  states  general  had  not  properly 
aoswered  her  advances,  they  ought  not  to  be  surprised,  if 
she  thought  herself  at  liberty  to  enter  into  sepatate  mea- 
^res  in  order  to  obtain  a  peaceWor  her  own  conveniency* 
When  they  remonstrated  agat<ist  such  conduct,  as  contra- 
llicUry  to  aU  the  aUiances  subsisting  between  the  queen 
and  the  states  general,  the  bishop  deolared  his  instructions 
fei^her  imported^  that  considering  t)»t  contact  of  the  «tatc9 
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towards  her  migesty,  she  thought  herself  disengaged  from 
idl  alliances  and  engagements  with  their  high  mightinesses* 
The  states  and  the  ministers  of  the  allies  were  instantly  in 
commotion*  Priirate  measures  were  concerted  with  the 
elector  of  Hanover,  the  landgrave  of  {{esse  Casael,  and 
some  other  princes  of  the  empire,  concerning  the  troops 
belonging  to  those  powers  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain. 
The  states  general  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  queen,  and 
ordered  their. envoy  at  London  to  deliver  it  into  her  own 
hand.  Count  Zinzendorf,  the  emperor's  |denipotentiary, 
despa^hed  expresses  to  his  master,  to  prince  £ugene,  and 
to  the  Imperial  ambassador  at.  London.  The  queen  held 
a  council  at  Kensington  upon  the  subject  of  the  letter;  and 
a  fresh  order  was  sent  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  directing 
liim  to  concur  with  the  general  of  the  allies  in  a  siege. 

^  VII.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  lord  Hali- 
fax, in  the  house  of  peers,  descanted  upon  the  ill  conse* 
quences  of  the  dike's  refusing  to  cooperate  with  prince 
Eugene,  and  moved  for  an  address,  desiring  her  majesty 
would  order  the  general  to  act  offensively,  in  concert  with 
her  allies.  The  treasurer  observed  it  was  prudent  to  avoid 
a  battle  on  the  eve  of  a  peace,  especially  considering  they 
•had  to  do  with  an  enemy  so  apt  to  break  his  word.  The 
earl  of  Wharton  replied,  this  was  a  strong  reason  for  keep* 
ing  no  measures  with  such  an  enemy.  When  Oxford 
declared,  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  had  received  orders  to 
join  the  allies  in  a  siege,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  affirncied 
it  was  impossible  to  carry  on  a  siege  without  either  haz- 
arding a  battle,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  relieve 
the  place,  or  shamefully  abandoning  the  enterprise.  The 
duke  of  Argyle  having  declared  his  opinion,  that  since  the 
time  of  Julius  Caesar  there  had  not  been  a  greater  captain 
than  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  observed,  that,  considering 
the  different  interests  of  the  house  of  Austria  and  of  Great 
Britain,  it  might  not  consist  with  prudence  to  trust  him 
with  the  management  of  the  war,  because  a  battle  won  or 
lost  might  entirely  break  oif  a  negotiation  of  peace,  which 
iQ  all  probability  was  near  being  concluded.  He  added, 
that  two  3*ear8  before,  the  confederates  might  have  taken 
Arras  and  Cambray^  instead  of  amusing  themselves  with 
the  insignificant  conquest^  of  Aire,  Bethune,  apd  St*  Vc« 
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aaot.    ITie  duke  of  Devonshire  said  ke  wa*,  by  prouHiaif 
of  Uood,  more  oMicenied  dum  any  olher  in  the  rspotsticm 
of  tbe  diike  of  Ormood :  and,  therefore,  cemld  not  Bel|i  ex^ 
{iresaing  hia  anrpriae,  that  any  one  would  dare  lo  aaake  m 
nobleman  of  die  £rst  rank,  and  of  so  distiiigiMahed  a  cbH 
raeter,  the  inatnunent  of  auch  proceedings.     Earl  nrahl 
answo:^,  that  nobody  could  doubt  die  dukr  of  OnnondM 
coarage ;  but  he  was  not  like  a  certain  general,  who  M 
troops  to  die  slaughter,  to  cause  a  gvsat  nunbor  bf  oficeai 
to  be  knocked  on  the  head,  that  he  might  fill  hia  poeketk 
by  disposing  of  their  commissions.     The  duke  of  JMEarlbo* 
rough  was  so  deeply  aiected  by  this  refection,  that'thoogii 
he  suppressed  his  resentment  in  the  house,  he  took  due  first 
opportunity  to  send  lord  Mohun  to  die  eari  with  a  message^ 
importing,  that  he  should  be  glad  to  come  to  an  explanation 
widi  bis  lordship  sdvout  some  expressions  he  had  used  in 
that  day's  debate ;  and  desiring  his  company  to  take  the  ak- 
in the  country.     The  earl  understood  his  meaning  i  hot 
could  not  conceal  his  emotion  from  the  ofaserTntion  of  his 
bdy,.by  whose  means  the  affair  was  commmiicated  to  the 
earl  of  Dartasouth,  secretary  of  state*     Two  sentindswere 
iiamediately  placed  at  bis  lordship's  gate :  the  queen,  by 
the  channel  of  lord  Dartmouth,  desired  the  duke  of  Maii^ 
borough  sviould  proceed  no  farther  in  the  quarrel ;  and  he 
assured  her  he  would  punctually  obey  her  majesty's  com* 
mands.     The  earl  of  Oxford  assured  the  house,  diat  a 
separate  peace  was  never  intended ;  thatsucha  peace  would 
be  so  base,  so  knavish,  and  so  vilkinous,  diat  every  one 
who  served  the  queen  knew  they  must  answer  it  with  their 
heads  to  the  nation^  but  that  it  would  appear  to  b6  a  safe 
and  glorious  peace,  much  more  to  the  honour  and  -Interest 
of  the  nation,  than  tbe  first  preliminaries  imisted  upon  by 
the  allies.     The  question  being  put  for  adjourning,  was, 
after  a  long  debate  carried  in  the  afirmattve;  but  twenty 
lords  entered  a  protest.     t*he  earl  of  Straflbrd,  who  had 
returned  from  Holland,  proposed,  that  they  should  examine 
the  negotiations  of  the  Hague  and  Gertruydenberg,  before 
they  considered  that  of  Utrecht.     He  observed,  that  in  the 
former  negotiations  the  French  ministers  bad  conferred 
only  with  the  pensionary,  who  communicated  no  more  of 
It  to  the  ministers  of  the  allies  tha|i  what  was  judged  pro- 
VoL.  H.  S  n      \ 
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fev  to  let  them  know;  so  diat  the  Dutch  were'^bsolote 
matften  of  the  secret.  He  asserted  that  the  states  general 
had  coaseiited  to  give  Najiles  and  Sicily  to  king  Philip;  a 
oircomstaacc-^vriiich  pn>ved  dxat  the  recovery  of  the  whole 
Spanish  monarchy  was  looked  upon  as  impracticable*  He 
concluded  with  a  motion  for  an  address  to  her  majesty, 
desiring  that  die  papers  relating  to  the  negotiations  of  the 
Hague  and  Gertruydenberg  should  be  laid  before  the 
hoose.     This  was  carried  without  a  division* 

$  Vlli*  In  the  house  of  commons  Mr«  Pulteney  moved 
tor  an  address,  acquainting  her  majesty  that  her  iaidiful 
comnhons  were  jusdy  alarmed  at  the  intriligence  received 
from  abroad)  that  her  general  in.  Flanders  hsd  declined  act* 
ing  offensively  against  France  in  concurrence  with  her  aUies; 
and  beseeching  her  majest}-,  that  he  might  receive  speedy 
instructions  to  prosecute  the  war  widi  the  utmost  vigour. 
This  motion  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority.  A  certain 
member  havdng  insinuated,  that  the  present  negotiation  had 
been  carried  on  in  a  clandestine  and  treacherous  manner. 
Mr*  Secretary  St.  John  said,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  ac^ 
counted  treachery  to  act  for  the  good  and  advantage  of  Great 
Britain :  that  he  gloried  in  the  small  sl^are  he  had  in  the 
transaction ;  and  whatever  censure  be  might  undergo  for  it, 
the  bare  satisfaction  of  acting  in  that  view  would.be.  a  suffi- 
cient recompense  and  comfort  tcr  him  during  the  whole  course 
of  his  life.  The  house  resolved,  that  the  commons  had  an 
entire  confidence  in  htfr  majesty's  promise,  to  communicate 
to  her  parliamet|t  the  terms  of  the  peace  before  it  should  be 
concluded;  and^  that  they  would  support  her  against^ 
such  persons,,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  as  should  endea* 
vour  to  obstruct  the  pacification.  The  queen  thanked 
them  heartily  for  this  resolution,  as  being  dutifol  to  her, 
honest  to  their  country,  and  very  seasonable  at  a  time  when 
^o  many  artifices  were  used  to  obstruct  a  good  peace,  or  to 
force  one  disadvantageous  to  Britain.  They  likewise  pre* 
sented  an  address,  desiring  they  might  have  an  acconnt  of 
the  negotiations  and  transactions  at  the  Hague  and  Gertruy- 
4tnberg,  and  know  who  were  then  employed  as  her  ma}esty's 
jdenipotentiartes. 

§  IX.  The  minifltry  foreseeing  that  Philip  would  not 
wiUti)gly  resign  his  hopes  of  succeeding  to  the  crown  of 
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Ftaoce,  propoeed  an  alternative,  thtt^  in  caae  off  Us  prefinr^ 
ring  hh  expectation  of  the  ctown  of  France  to  the  present 
possession  of  Spain,  this  kingdom,  with  the  Indies,  should 
be  forthwith  ceded  to  the  duke  c^  Savoy ;  that  Philip,  in 
the  mean  time,  should  possess  the  duke's  hereditary  domin^^ 
ions,  and  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  togedier  with  Montserrat 
and  Mantua  I  all  which  territories  should  be  annexed  to 
France  at  Philip's  succession  to  that  crown^  except  SicUy^ 
which  should  revert  to  the  house  of  Austria^  Lewis  setm^ 
ed  to  relish  this  expedient,  which  however,  was  rejected 
by  Philip,  who  chose  to  make  the  renunciation,  rather  than 
quit  the  throne  upon  which.he  was  established.  The  qweeti^ 
demanded^  that  the  renunciation  should  be  ratified  in  thd 
most  solemn  manner  by  the  states  of  France :  but  sIm  after- 
wards  waved  this  demand,  in  constdemtion  of  its  being 
registered  in  the  different  parliaments*  Such  forms  afe  but 
slender  securities  against  die  power,  ambition,  and  interest 
of  princes*  The  marquis  de  Torcy  frankly  owned,  that 
Philip's  renunciation  was  of  itself  void,  as  being  contrary 
to  the  fundamental  laws  and  constitution  of  the  French 
monarchy ;  but  it  was  found  necessary  lor  the  satis£Eiction 
of  the  English  people.  Every  material  article  being  nov 
adjusted  between  the  two  courts,  particularly  thvse  relatii^ 
to  the  king  of  Spun^  the  c^nnmerce  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  delivery  of  Dunkirk,  a  suspension  of  arms  prevailed  in 
the  Netherlands,  and  the  duke  of  Ormond  acted  in  concert 
whh  mareschal  de  Villars.  ^ 

$  X*  On  the  sixth  day  of  June  the  queen  going  to  the 
house  of  peers,  communicated  the  plan  of  peace  to  her  par^ 
liament,  according  to  the  promise  she  h»l  made*  After 
having  premised,  that  the  making  peace  and  war  was  the 
undoi:d>ted  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  hinted  at  the  di& 
ficulties  which  had  arisen  both  from  the  nature  of  the  affair, 
and  numberless  obstructions  contrived  by  the  enemies  of 
peace,  she  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  chief  articles  to 
whidi  both  crowns  had  agreed,  without,  however,  conclud- 
ing the  treaty*  She  told  them  she  had  secured  the  protest 
tant  succession,  which  France  had  acknowledged  in  the 
strongest  terms ;  and  that  the  pretender  wouid  be  removed 
fironr  the  Frendi  dotokbions ;  that  the  duke  of  Anjou  should 
renounce  forhiift^elf  and  his  descendents  aU  daim  to  the 
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crown  6i  France ;  to  thtt  the  two  monarchic  would  be 
forever  diirided.  She  observed,  thiit  the  nature  of  this  pro- 
posal was  «uc&  as  would  execute  itself:  that  it  would  be 
the  inicerest  of  S{>ain  to  support  the  renunciation ;  and  in 
France,  the  persons  entitled  to  the  succession  of  that  crown 
upon  the  death  of  the  dauphin,  were  powerful  enough  to 
^nAioate  their  own  right*  She  gave  them  to  understand 
^t  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  England  and  France 
had  been  begun,  though  not  yet  adjusted :  but  provision 
was  made^  that  Englsftid  should  enjoy-  the  same  privileges, 
that  France  gramed  to  the  most  favoumdnation ;  that  die 
French  king  had  agreed  to  make  an  absolute  cession  of  the 
Mand  of  St.  Christopbers,  which  had  hitherto  been  divided 
between  the  two  nations :  that  be  had  also  consented  to  re- 
store the  whote  bay  and  straits  of  HudscM ;  to  deKver  dK 
island  of  Newfe«ndland>  with  Placenda ;  to  cede  Annapolis, 
with  the  rest  of  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia ;  to  demoH^  the 
fortifications  of  Dunkirk;  to  leave  England  in  possession 
Hf  Gibraltar^  Post  Mahon,  and  the  whole  island  of  Minorca ; 
tb  let  the  trade  of  Spaitt  in  the  West  Indies  be  settfed  as  it 
was  in  the  reign  of  his  late  catholic  majesty :  she  signified 
that  she  had  obtained  for  her  subjects  the  assiento,  or  con- 
tract, for  Annishing  the  Spanish  West  Indies  wirii  negroes, 
far  the  terin  ef  diir^  y^^a«,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  had 
been  enjoyed  by  the  Freneh.  With  respect  to  the  allies, 
she  declared,  that  France  offered  to  make  the  Rhine  the 
barrier  of  the  empire ;  to  yield  Brisac,  Fort  Kehl,  and  Lan- 
dau* and  rase  all  the  fercresses  both  on  the  other  side  of  the 
fthine,  amd  ifn  the  islands  of  that  river ;  that  the  protestnnt 
interest  in  Germany  would  be  resettled  on  the  footing  of 
the  croaty  of  Westpbidia:  that  the  Spanish  NeAerlands,thc 
kingdoms  of  Naples  nnd  Said'mia  the  dutcfay  of  Mllan^  and 
the  ptsMs  beloagingto  Spdn  on  the  coast  of  Tuscany,  might 
be  yioMed  to  hia  imperial  majesty;  but  the  disposision  of 
Sicily  was  not  yet  deceiWiined :  that  the  demands  of  the 
aitates  ^aeral  with  relation  toconmierce,  and  the  barrier  in 
the  Low  Countries,  would  be  granted  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, #hich  mi^;lit  be  compensated  by  other  escpedienta ; 
that  no  fjlti^  progress  had  yet  been  m»de  upon  the  preten- 
sions of  Portugal ;  but  timt  those  of  Prussia  would  be 
aiAknitted  bfy  France  widiout  much  di&culty :  that  the  dif • 
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fcrmce  betw^im  die  barrier  demanded  by  the  dake  of  Sa- 
Tby  in  tiie  year  one  thousand  aeven  hundred  and  nine, 
and  that  which  France  now  oiered^  was  very  inconsidera- 
hfo :  thftt  the  elector  palaiUtte  should  maintain  his  present 
n&k  aMiong  the  electors ;  and  that  France  woold  acknow- 
ledge the  electoral  dignity  tn  the  house  of  Hanover*  Sach 
w«re  the  conditions  which  the  queen  hoped  would  make 
some  amends  to  her  subjeotS)  for  the  great  and  unequal 
burdcss  they  had  borne  daring  the  whok  course  of  the  war* 
9be  concluded  with  saying,  she  made  no  doubt  bnt  they 
were  fully  ]^ersaaded,  that  nothing  would  be  neglected  on 
her  part,  in  the  progress  of  this  negotiation,  to  bring  the 
peace  to  an  happy  and  speedy  issue ;  and  she  expressed  her 
dependence  upon  the  entire  oomlidence  and  cheeiiul  concur- 
rence of  her  pailtament. 

§  XL  An  address  of  thanks  and  approbation  was  im- 
mediately voted,  drawn  up,  and  presented  to  the  queen  by 
the  comaaons  in  a  body.  When  the  house  of  lords  took  the 
speech  into  conMderation,the  duke  of  Marlborough  asserted, 
ihat  the  measures  pursued  for  a  year  past  were  directly  con- 
trary to  her  majesty's  engagements  with  the  aUies :  that 
they  sullied  the  triumphs  and  glories  of  her  reign,  and  would 
raider  the  English  name  odious  to  aU  nations*  The  earl 
of  StnJford  said,  that  some  of  the  allies  would  not  have 
shown  such  backwardness  to  a  peace,  had  they  not  been 
persuaded  and  encouraged  to  carry  on  die  war  by  a  mem- 
ber of  that  illustrious  asseoMy,  who  maintained  a  secret 
correspondence  with  them,  and  fed  them  with  hopes  that 
they  would  be  supported  by  a  strong  party  in  En^^and*  In 
answer  to  this  insinuation  against  Marlborongh,  lord  Cow- 
per  observed,  that  it  could  never  be  suggested  as  a  crime  in 
the  meanest  subject,  much  less  iki  any  measber  oi  that  au- 
gust aasenibly,  to  hold  correspondence  with  the  allies  of  the 
nasiott ;  such  alKes,  especially,  whose  interest  her  majesty 
had  dethured  to  be  inseparable  from  her  own,  in  her  speech 
as  die  opening  of  the  sesaion ;  whereas  it  would  be  a  hard 
matter  to  justify  and  reconcile  either  with  our  laws,  or  with 
the  laws  of  honour  and  justice,  the  conduct  of  some  per- 
sons, in  iveating  dbndestinely  with  the  common  enemy, 
widiout  the  participation  of  die  allies.  This  was  a  frivo- 
lous argument.     A  correspondence  with  any  persons  what- 
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ever  becomes  criminal^  when  it  tends  to  foment  the  divisions 
of  one's  country,  and  arm  the  people  against  their  sove- 
reign. If  England  had  it  not  in  her  power,  without  in* 
fringing  the  laws  of  justice  and  honour,  to  withdraw  beraeif 
from  a  confederacy  which  she  could  no  longer  support,  and 
treat  for  peace  on  her  own  bottom,  then  was  she  not  an  as- 
sociate but  a  slave  to  the  alliance.  The  earl  of  Godolphin 
affirmed,  that  the  trade  to  Spain  was  such  a  trifle  as  deserved 
no  cpnsideration :  and  that  it  would  continually  diminish, 

v.^.  until  it  should  be  entirely  engrossed  by  the  French  mer- 
chants* Notwithstanding  these  remonstrances  against  the 
plan  of  peace,  the  majority  agreed  to  an  address,  in  which 
^  they  thanked  the  queen  for  her  extraordinary  condescension 
in  communicating  those  conditions  to  her  parliament;  and 
expressed  an  entire  satisfaction  with  her  conduct.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  for  a  clause  in  the  address,  desiring  her  ma- 
jesty would  take  such  measures,  in  concert  with  her  allies, 
as  might  induce  them  to  join  with  her  in  a  mutual  guaran- 
tee. A  debate  ensued,  the  question  was  put,  and  the 
clause  rejected.  Several  noblemen  entered  a  protest,  which 
was  expunged  from  the  journals  of  the  house  by  the 
decision  of  the  majority. 

$  XII.  In  the  house  of  commons,  a  complaint  was  ex- 
hibited against  bishop  Fleetwood,  who,  in  a  preface  to  four 
sermons  which  he  had  publisiied,  took  occasion  to  extol  the 
last  ministry,  at  the  expense  of  the  present  administration. 
This  piece  was  voted  malicious  and  factious,  tending  to 
create  discord  and  sedition  among  her  majesty's  subjects, 
and  condemned  to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
hangman.     They  presented  an  address  to  the  queen,  assur- 

^^  ing  her  of  the  just  sense  they  had  of  the  indignity  offered  to 
her,  by  printing  and  publishing  a  letter  from  the  states 
general  to  her  majesty ;  and  desiring  she  would  so  far  re- 
sent such  insults  as  to  give  no  answer  for  the  future  to  any 
letters  or  memorial  that  should  be  thus  ushered  into  the 
worlds  as  inflammatory  appeals  to  the  public.  Mr.  Hamp- 
den moved  for  an  address  to  her  majesty,  that  she  would 
give  particular  instructions  to  her  plenipotentiaries,  that  in 
the  condusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  several  powers  in 
alliance  with  her  majesty  might  be  guarantees  for  the  pro- 
testant  succession  in  the  ]^ustrious  house  of  Hanover.  The 
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question  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  negative.  Then  the 
house  resolved,  that  they  had  such  confidence  in  the  re^ 
peated  declarations  her  majesty  had  made  of  her  concern 
for  assuring  to  these  kingdoms  the  protestant  succession  as 
by  law  established,  that  they  could  never  doubt  of  her 
taking  the  proper  measures  for  the  security  thereof:  that 
the  house  would  support  her  against  faction  at  Home  and 
her  enemies  abroad ;  and  did  humbly  beseech  her,  that  she 
would  be  pleased  to  discountenance  all  those  who  should 
endeavour  to  raise  jealousies  between  her  majesty  and  her 
subjects,  especially  by  misrepresenting  her  good  intentions 
for  the  welfare  of  her  people.  The  queen  was  extremely 
pleased  with  this  resolution.  When  it  was  presented,  she 
told  them,  that  they  had  shown  themselves  honest  asserters 
of  the  monarchy,  zealous  defenders  of  the  constitution,  and 
real  friends  to,  the  protestant  succession.  She  thought  she 
had  very  little  reason  to  countenance  a  compliment  of  su- 
pererogation to  a  prince  who  had  caballed  with  tbe  enemies 
of  her  administration.  On  the  twenty  first  day  of  June  the 
queen  closed  the  session  with  a  speech,  expressing  her  sa- 
tisfacuon  at  the  addresses  and  supplies  she  had  received: 
she  observed,  that  should  the  treaty  be  broke  off,  their  bur* 
dens  would  be  at  least  continued,  if  not  increased;  that 
Britain  would  lose  the  present  opportunity  of  improving  her 
own  commerce,  and  establishing  a  real  balance  of  power  in 
Europe;  and  that  though  some  of  the  allies  might  be 
gainers  by  a  continuance  of  the  war,\  the  rest  would  suffer 
in  the  common  calamity.  Notwithstanding  the  ferment  of 
tbe  people,  which  was  now  risen  to  a  very  dangerous  pitch, 
addresses,  approving  the  queen's  conduct,  were  presented 
by  the  city  of  London,  and  all  the  corporations  in  the  king- 
dom that  espoused  the  tory  interest.  At  this  juncture  the 
nation  was  so  wholly  possessed  by  the  spirit  of  party,  that 
no  appearance  of  neutrality  or  moderation  remained. 

^  XIII.  During  these  transactions  the  trenches  were 
opened  before  Qoesnoy,  and  the  siege  carried  on  with  un- 
common vigour  under  cover  of  the  forces  commanded  by 
the  duke  of  Orroond.  This*  nobleman,  however,  having 
received  a  copy  of  the  articles  signed  by  the  marquis  dc 
Torcy,  and  fresh  instructions  from  the/ queen,  signified  to 
prince  Eugene  and  the  Dutch  deputies,  that  the  French 
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kbg  had  agre^  lo  aeveva}  tuftkk*  d^imaded  by  the  qii««i^ 
as  the  fquodattcn  o{  an  aroiktice :  iukI  amoog  other*  to 
put  the  Eogliah  troops  tn  imme^Qiaie  poaseaaion  of  DuoJuvki 
that  he  could  iherefortt  no  Icmgor  cover  the  aieg«  of  Qiiea^ 
noy,  as  he  waa  obUged  by  hia  inatructioQA  to  march  irith 
the  British  troops^  ami  those  io  the  quem's  pay^and  deekire 
a  suspenaioQ  oC  arms  as  soon  aa  he  should  be  possessed  of 
Dunkirk.     He  expressed  hia  hope^  that  they  would  readily 
acquiesce  in  theae  iostructiotia,  seeing  their  concurrence 
would  act  as  the  aaost  powerful  motive  to  induce  the  queea 
to  take  all  possible  care  of  their  interests  at  the  congress ; 
and  he  endeavoured  to  demonstrate^  that  Dunkirk,  aa  a 
cautionary  town,  was  a  place  oC  greater  consequence  to  the 
allies  than  Quesnoy*     The  deputiea  desired  he  would  de- 
lay his  march  five  days,  that  they  might  have  time  to  con- 
sult their  principals,  and  he  granted  three  days  without 
hesitation.    Prince  Eugene  observed,  that  his  marching  off 
with  the  British  troops,  and  the  foreigners  in  the  queen's 
pay,  would  leave  the  allies  at  the  mercy  of  die  enemy ;  but 
he  hoped  these  last  would  not  obey  the  duke's  order.     He 
fmd  the  deputies  had  already  tampered  with  their  com- 
manding oKcers,  who  absoUitely  refused  to  obey  the  duke 
of  Ormood,  alleging,  that  they  could  not  separate  from  the 
confederacy  without  express  directions  from  their  nsaatera, 
to  whom  they  had  despatched  couriers*     An  extraordinary 
assembly  of  the  states  was  immediately  summoned  to  meet 
a(  the  Hague*     The  ministers  of  the  allies  were  invited  to 
the  conferences.    At  length,  the  princes  whose  troops  were 
in  the  pay  of  Britain  assured  them,  that  they  would  main- 
tain them,  under  the  command  of  prince  Eugene  for  one 
month  at  their  own  expense,  and  afterwards  sustain  half  the 
charge,  provided  the  other  half  should  be  defrayed  by  the 
emperor  and  states  general* 

$  XIV<  The  bishop  of  Bristol  imparted  to  the  other 
plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  the  cimcessiona  which  France 
would  make  to  the  allies ;  and  proposed  a  suspension  of 
arms  for  two  months,  that  they  might  treat  in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  adjust  the  demands  of  all  the  confederates* 
To  this  proposal  they  made  no  other  answer,  but  that  they 
bad  no  instructions  on  the  subject.  Count  Zinzendorf,  the 
first  Imperial  plenipotentiary,  presented  a  memorial  to  the 
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states  general,  explaining  the  danger  that  would  result  to 
the  common  cause  from  a  cessation  of  arms :  and  exhorting 
them  to  persevere  in  their  generous  and  vigorous  resolu- 
tions. He  proposed  a  renewal  of  the  alliance  for  recover- 
ing the  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  house  of  Austria,  and  a 
certain  plan  for  prosecuting  the  war  with  redoubled  ardour^ 
Prince  Eugene,  in  order  to  dazzle  the  confederates  with 
some  bold  enterprise,  detached  major  general  Grovestein^  , 
with  fifteen  hundred  cavalry  to.  penetrate  into  the  heart  of' 
France*  This  officer  about  the  middle  of  June,  advanced 
into  Champagne,  passed  the  Noire,  the  Maese,  the  Moselle, 
and  the  Saar,  and  retired  to  Traerbach  with  a  rich  booty, 
and  a  great  number  of  hostages,  after  having  extorted  con- 
tributions as  far  as  the  gates  .of  Metz,  ravaged  the  country, 
and  reduced  a  great  number  of  villages  and  towns  tp  ashes. 
The  consternation  produced  by  this  irruption  reached  the 
city  of  Paris :  the  king  of  France  did  not  think  himself 
safe  at  VersauUes  with  his  ordinary  guards :  all  the  troops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital  were  assembled-  about 
the  palace.  Villars  sent  a  detachment  after  Grovestein,  as 
soon  as  he  understood  his  destination  :  but  the  other  had 
gained  a  day's  march  of  the  French  troops,  which  bad  the 
mortification  to  follow  him  so  close,  that  they  found  the 
flames  still  burning  in  the  villages  he  had  destroyed.  By 
way  of  retaliation,  major  general  Pasteur,  a  French  par- 
tisan, made  an  excursion  beyond  Bergen^op-zoom,  and 
ravaged  the  island  of  Tortola  belonging  to  Zealand. 

$  XV.  The  earl  of  Strafford  having  returned  to  Hol- 
land, proposed  a  cessation  of  arms  to  the  states  general, 
by  whom  it  was  rejected.  Then  he  proceeded  to  the  army 
of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  where  he  arrived  in  a  few  days 
after  the  reduction  of  Quesnoy,  the  garrison  of  which  were 
made  prisoners  of  war  on  the  fourth  day  of  July.  The 
ofiicers  of  the  foreign  troops  had  a  second'  time  refused  to 
obey  a  written,  order  of  the  duke ;  and  such  a  spirit  of 
animosity  began  to  prevail  between  the  English  and  allies, 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  effect  a  speedy  separation. 
Prince  Eugene  resolved  to  undertake  the  siege  of  Landrecy : 
a  design  is  said  to  have  been  formed  by  the  German  gene- 
"als  to  confine  the  duke,  on  pretence  of  the  arrears  that 
wtre  due  to  them ;  and  to  disarm  the  British  troops,  lest 
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they  should  join  the  French  army*  In  the  me^  time  a 
literary  correspondence  was  maintained  betveeti  the  £ng* 
lish  general  and  the  mareschal  de  Villars.  Prance  having 
consented  to  deliver  up  Dunkirk,  a  body  of  troops  was 
transported  from  Englasid  under  the  command  of  brigadier 
Hill,  whQ  took  possession  of  the  place  on  the  seventh  day 
of  July ;  the  French  garrison  retired  to  Winoxberg.  On 
the  sixteenth  of  the  same  month  prince  Eugene  marched 
from  his  camp  at  Haspre,  and  was  followed  by  all  the 
auxiliaries  in  the  British  pay,  except  a  few  battalions  of  the 
troops  of  Holstein-Gottorp,  and  Walef 's  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, belonging  to  the  state  of  Liege. 

§  XVI.  Landrecy  was  immediately  invested;  while 
the  duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  English  forces,  removed 
from  Chateau  Cambresis,  and  encamping  at  Avensne-le- 
Secq,  proclaimed  by  sound  of  trumpet  a  cessation  of  arms 
for  two  months*  On  the  same  day  the  lik6  armistice  was 
declared  in  the  French  army.  The  Dutch  were  so  exas- 
perated at  the  secession  of  the  English  troops,  that  the 
governors  would  not  allow  the  earl  of  Strafford  to  ent^r 
Bouchain,  nor  the  British  army  to  pass  through  Douay, 
though  in  that  town  they  had  left  a  great  quantity  of  stores, 
together  with  their  general  hospital.  Prince  Eugene  and 
the  Dutch  deputies,  understanding  that  the  duke  of  Ormond 
had  begun  his  march  towards  Ghent,  began  to  be  in  pain 
for  that  city,  and  6ent  count  Nassau  Woodenburgh  to  him 
with  a  written  apology,  condemning  and  disavowing  the 
conduct  and  conimandants  of  pouchain  and  Douay :  but, 
notwithstanding  these  excuses,  the  English  troops  after- 
wards met  with  the  same  treatment  at  Toumay,  Oudeharde, 
and  Lisle :  insults  which  were  resented  by  the  whole  British 
nation.  The  duke,  however,  pursued  his  march,  and  took 
possession  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  for  the  queen  of  England : 
then  he  reinforced  the  garrison  of  Dunkirk,  which  he  like- 
wise supplied  with  artillery  and  ammunition.  His  conduA 
was  no  less  agreeable  to  his  sovereign,  than  mortifying  to 
the  Dutch,  who  never  dreamed  of  leaving  Ghent  and 
Bruges  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  and  were  now  fairly 
outwitted  and  anticipated  by  the  motions  and  expeditions  of 
the  British  general. 
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$  XVI L  The  loss  of  the*  British  forces  wao  toon 
severely  felt  in  the  allied  army.  Villars  attacked  a  separate 
body  of  their  troops^  encamped  at  Denain,  under  the  com- 
iii«nd  of  ihe  earl  of  Albemarle.  Their  intrenchments  were 
Sarocd'r  aad  seventeen  battalions  either  killed  or  taken.  The 
carl  hiitfself  and  all  the  surviving  officers  were  made  prison- 
ers. Five  hundred  wagons  loaded  with  bread,  -  twelve 
pieces  of  brass  cannon,  a  large  quwitity  of  amnuinition  and 
provisions,  a  great  number  of  horses,  and  considerable  booty 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  this  advantage  they 
gained  in  sight  of  prince  Eugene,  who  advanced  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Schelde  to  sustain  Albemarle ;  but  the 
bridge  over  diat  river  was  broke  down  by  accident ;  so  that 
he  was  prevented  from  lending  the  least  assistance,  Villars 
imsaediately  invested  Merchiennes,  where  the  ptincipaj 
stores  of  the,  allies  were  lodged.  The  place  was  surrender^^ 
ed  on  the  last  day  of  July :  and  the  garrison,  consisting  of 
five  thousand  men,  were  conducted  prisoners  to  Valenciennes, 
He  afterwards  undertook  the  siege  of  Douay ;  an  enterprise, 
in  consequence  of  which  prince  Eugene  abandoned  his 
design  on  Landrecy,  and  marched  towards  the  French,  in 
order  to  hazard  an  engagement.  The  States,  i  however, 
would  not  run  the  risk ;  and  the  prince  had  the  mortifica- 
ti(m  to  see  Douay  reduced  by  the  enemy.  He  could  not 
even  prevent  their  retaking  Quesaoy  and  Bouchain,of  ^hich 
places  they  were  in  possession  before  the  tenth  day  ot 
October.  The  allies  eiyoyed  no  other  compensation  for 
their  great  losses,  but  the  conquest  of  Fort  Knocque,  which 
was  surprised  by  one  of  their  partisans. 

$  XVIII.  The  British  ministers  at  the  congress  con* 
tinued  to  press  the  Dutch  and  other  allies  to  join  in  the 
armistice :  but  they  were  deaf  to  the  proposal,  and  concened 
measures  for  a  vigorous  prosecuticm  of  the  war.  Then  the 
earl  of  Strsffibrd  insisted  upon  their  admitting  to  the  con- 
gress  the  plenipotentiaries  of  king  Philips  but  he  found 
them  equally  averse  to  this  expedient.  In  the  beginning 
of  August,  secretary  St.  John,  now  created  lo/d  viscount 
Bolingbroke,  was  sent  to  the  court  of  Versailles  incognito, 
to  remove  all  obstructions  to  the  treaty  between  England 
and  France.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Prior,  and  the 
abbe  Gualtier,  treated  with  the  most  distinguished  marks 
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df  respect,  caressed  by  the^Frencl^  king  and  the  marquis  de 
Torcy,  with  whom  he  adjusted  the  principal  interests  of  the 
duke  of  Savoy  and  the  elector  of  Bavaria.  He  settled 
the  time  and  manner  of  the  renunciation,  and  agreed  to  a 
suspension  of  arms  by  sea  and  land  for  four  months  between 
the  crowns  of  France  and  England :  this  was  accordingly 
proclaimed  at  Paris  and  London.  The  negotiation  being 
finished  in  a  few  days,  Bolingbroke  returned  to  England, 
and  Prior  remained  as  resident  at  the  court  of  France. 
The  states  general  breathed  nothing  but  war :  the  pensionary 
Heinsius  pronounced  an  oration  in  their  assembly,  repre- 
sented the  impossibility  of  Concluding  a  peace  without 
.  losing  the  fruits  of  all  the  blood  and  treasure  they  had 
expended*  The  conferences  at  Utrecht  were  interrupted 
by  a  quarrel  between  the  domestics  of  Manager,  and  those 
of  the  count  de  Rechteren,  one  of  the  Dutch  plenipoten*' 
tiaries.  The  populace  insulted  the  earl  of  Strafford  and 
the  marquis  del  Borgo,  minister  of  Savoy,  who&e  master 
was  reported  to  have  agreed  to  the  armistice.  These 
obstructions  being  removed,  the  conferences  were  renewed, 
and  the  British  plenipotentiaries  exerted  all  their  rhetoric, 
both  in  public  and  private,  to  engage  the  allies  in  the 
queen's  measures.  At  length  the  duke  of  Savoy  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  acquiesce  in  the  offers  of  France.  Mr. 
Thomas  Harley  had  been  sent  ambassador  to  Hauover, 
with  a  view  to  persuade  the  elector  that  it. would  be  for  his 
interest  to  cooperate  with  her  majesty :  but  that  prince's 
resolution  was  already  taken.  "  Whenever  it  shall  please 
"  God  (said  he)  to  call  me  to  the  throne  of  Britain,  I  hope 
**  to  act  as  becomes  liie  for  the  advantage  of  my  people ;  in 
^^  the  mean  time,  speak  to  me  as  to  a  German  prince,  and 
**  a  prince  of  the  empire."  Nor  was  she  more  successful 
in  her  endeavours  to  bring  over  the  king  of  Prussia  to  her 
sentiments.  In  the  mean  time,  lord  Lexington  was  appoint- 
ed ambassador  to  Madrid,  where  king  Philip  solemnly  swore 
to  observe  the  renunciation,- which  was  approved  and  con- 
irrn^ed  by  the  cortez.  The-  like  renunciation  to  the  crown 
of  Spain  was  afterwards  made  by  the  princes  of  France ; 
pnd  Philip  was  declared  incapable  of  succeeding  to  the 
Crown  of  that' realm.  The  court  of  Portugal  held  out 
against  the  remonstrances  of  England,  until  the  marquis  de 
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Bay  invaded  that  kingdom  at  the  head  of  twenty  thousand 
men,  and  undertook  the  ^iege  of  Caropo  Major^  and  they 
found  they  had  no  longer  any  hope  of 'being  assisted  by  her 
Britannic  majesty.  The  Portuguese  minister  at  Utrecht 
signed  the  suspension  of  arms  on  the  seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, and  excused  this  step  to  the  allies,  as  the  pure 
effect  of  necessity.  The  English  troops  in  Spain  were 
ordered  to  separate  from  the  army  of  count  Staremberg, 
and  march  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Barcelona,  where  they 
were  embarked  on  board  an  English  squadron  commanded 
by  sir  John  Jennings,  and  transported  to  Minorca. 

§  XIX.  The  campaign  being  at  an  end  in  the  Nether- 
lands, the  duke  of  Ormond  returned  to  England,  where  the 
party  disputes  were  become  more  violent  than  ever.  The 
whigs  affected  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  late  king's 
birthday,  in  London,  with  extraordinary  rejoicings.  Mobs 
vere  hired  by  both  factions ;  and  the  whole  city  was  filled 
with  riot  and  uproai*.  A  ridiculous  scheme  was  contrived 
to  frighten  the  lord  treasurer  with  some  squibs  in  a  band- 
box, which  the  ministers  magnified  into  a  conspiracy.  The 
duke  of  Hamilton  having  been  appointed  ambassador  extra- 
ordinary to  the  court  of  France,  the  whigs  were  alarmed  on 
the  supposition  that  this  nobleman  favoured  the  pretender. 
Some  dispute  arising  between  the  duke  and  lord  Mohun, 
on  the  subject  of  a  lawsuit,  furnished  a  pretence  for  a  quar- 
rel Mohun,  who  had  been  twice  tried  for  murder,  and 
was  counted  a  mean  tool,  as  well  as  the  hector  of  the  whig 
party,  sent  a  message  by  general  Macartney  to  the  duke, 
challenging  him  to  single  combat.  The  principals  met  by 
appointment  in  Hyde  Park,  attended  by  Macartney  and 
colonel  Hamilton.  ITiey  fought  with  such  fury,  that 
Mohun  was  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  the  duke  expired 
before  he  could  be  conveyed  to  his  own  house.  Macartney 
disappeared  and  escaped  in  disguise  to  the  continent. 
Colonel  Hamilton  declared  upon  oath  before  .the  privy 
council,  that  when  the  principals  engaged,  he  and  Mac- 
artney followed  their  example ;  that  Macartney  was  imme- 
diately disarmed ;  but  the  colonel  seeing  the  duke  fall  upon 
his  antagonist,  threw  away  the  swords,  9fid  ran  to  lift  him 
up :  that  while  he  was  employed  in  raising  the  duke,  Mac- 
artney, having  taken  up  one  of  the  swords,  stabbed   hh 
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grace  over  Hamilton's  shoulder,  and  retired  immediately. 
A  proclamation  was  issued,  promising  a  reward-  of  five 
hundred  |{ounds  to  those  who  should  apprehend  or  discover 
Macartney,  and  the  dutchess  of  Hamilton  offered  three 
hundred  pounds  for  the  same  purpose.  The  tories  ex- 
claimed against  this  event  as  a  party  duel :  they  treated 
Macartney  as  a  cowardly  assassin ;  and  affirmed  that  the 
whigs  had  posted  others  of  the  same  stamp  all  round  Hyde 
Park,  to  murder  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  in  case  he  had 
triumphed  over  his  antagonist,  and  escaped  the  treachery 
of  Macartney.  The  whigs  on  the  other  hand  affirmed,  that 
it  was  altogether  a  private  quarrel :  that  Macartney  was 
entirely  innocent  of  the  perfidy  laid  to  his  charge :  that  he 
afterwai*ds  submitted  to  a' fair  trial,  at  which  colonel  Ham* 
ilton  prevaricated  in  giving  his  evidence,  and  was  contra- 
dicted by  tKe  testimony  of  divers  persons  who  saw  the 
combat  at  a  distance.  The  duke  of  Marlborough,  hearing 
himself  accused  as  the  author  of  those  party  mischiefs,  and 
seeing  his  enemies  grow  every  day  more  and  more  implaca- 
ble, thought  proper  to  retire  to  the  continent,  where  he  was 
followed  by  his  dutchess.  His  friend  Godolphin  had  died 
in  September,,  with  the  general  character  of  an  able,  cool, 
dispassionate  minister,  who  had  rendered  himself  necessary 
to  four  successive  sovereigns,  and  managed  the  finances 
with  equal  skill  and  integrity.  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury 
was  nominated  ambassador  to  France,  in  the  room  of  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  :  the  duke  d'Aumont  arrived  at  London 
in  the  same  quality  from  the  court  of  Versailles;  and  about 
the  'same  time  the  queen  granted  an  audience  to  the  mar- 
quis (le  Monteleone,  whom  Philip  had  appointed  one  of  his 
plenipotentiaries  at  the  congress. 

§  XX.  In  vain  had  the  British  ministers  in  Holland 
endeavoured  to  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  the  states  general, 
by  alternate  threats,  promises,  and  arguments.  In  vain  did 
they  represent,  that  the  confederacy  against  France  could  be 
no  longer  supported  with  any  prospect  of  success :  that  the 
queen's  aim  had  been  to  procure  reasonable  terms  for  her 
allies  ;  but  that  their  opposition  to  her  measures  prevented 
her  from  obtaining  such  conditions  as  she  would  have  a 
right  to  demand  in  their  favour,  were  they  unanimous  in 
their  consultations.     In   Novemberf  the  earl  of  Strafford 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


1712.  \      '  ^^'^^      *       *  151 

presented  a  new  plan  of  peace,  in  which  the  queen  pro- 
mised to  insist  upon  Prance's  ceding  to  the  States  the  city 
of  Toumay,  and  some  other  places  which  they  could  not 
expect  to  possess,  should  she  conclude  a  separate  treaty* 
They  now  began  to  waver  in  their  counsels.  Th^  first 
transports  of  their  resentment  having  subsided,  they  plainly 
perceived  that  the  continuation  of  the  war  would  entail 
upon  them  a  burden  which  they  could  not  bear,  especially 
since  the  duke  of  Savoy  and  the  king  of  Portugal  had  de- 
serted  the  alliance :  besides,  they  were  staggered  by  the 
afiisiir  of  the  new  barrier,  so  much  more  advantageous  than 
that  which  France  had  proposed  in '  the  beginning  of  the 
conferences*  They  were  influenced  by  another  motive : 
namely,  the  apprehension  of  new  mischiefs  to  the  empire 
from  the  king  of  Sweden,  whose  affairs  seemed  to.  take  a 
favourable  turn  at  the  Ottoman  Porte,  through  the  inter- 
cession of  the  French  monarch.  The  czar  and  king 
Augustus  h&d  penetrated  into  Pomerania:  the  king  of 
Denmark  had  taken  Staden,  reduced  Bremen,  and  laid 
Hamburgh  under  contribution;  but  count  Steenbock,  the 
Swedish  general,^  defeated  the  Danish  army  in  Mecklen- 
burgh,  ravaged  Holstein  with  great  barbarity,  and  jedticed 
the  town  of  Altena  to  ashes.  The  grand  seignior  threatened 
to  declare  war  against  the  czar,  on  pretence  that  he  hstd 
sot  performed  some  essential  articles  of  the  late  peace ;  but 
his  read  motive  was  an  inclination  to  support  the  king  of 
Sweden.  This  disposition,  however,  was  defeated  by  a 
powerful  party  at  the  Porte,  who  were  averse  to  war. 
Charles,  who  still  remained  at  Bender,  was  desired  to 
return  to  his  own  kingdom,  and  given  to  understand,  that 
the  sultan  would  procure  him  a  safe  passage.  He  treated 
the  person  who  brought  this  intimation,  with  the  most  out- 
rageous insolence;  rejected  the  proposal;  fortified  his 
house,  and  resolved  to  defend  himself  to  the  last  extremity. 
Being  attacked  by  a  considerable  body  of  Turkish  forces, 
he  and  his  attendants  fought  with  the  most  frantic  valour. 
They  slew  some  hundreds  of  the  assailants ;  but  at  last  the 
Turks  set  fire  to  the  house :  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  sur- 
render himself  |md  his  followers,  who  were  generally  sold  " 
for  slaves.  He  himself  was  conveyed  under  a  strong  guard 
to  Adrianople«     Meanwhile  the  czar  landed  with  aiv  army 
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in  Fipland,  which  he  totally  reduced.  Steenbock  main- 
tained himself  in  Tonningen  until  all  ifiia  supplies  were  cut 
off,  and  then  he  was  obliged  to  deliver  himself  and  his 
troops  prisoners  of  war.  But  this  reverse  was  not  fore- 
seen when  the  Dutch  dreaded  a  rupture  between  the  Porte 
and  the  Muscovites,  and  were  given  to  understand  that  the 
Turks  would  revive  the  troubles  in  Hungar}^  In  that  case, 
they  knew  the  emperor  would  recal  great  part  of  his  troops 
from  the  Netherlands,  where  the  burden  of  the  Mrar  must 
lie  upon  their  shoulders.  After  various  consultations  in 
their  different  assemblies,  they  came  into  the  queen's 
measures,  and  signed  the  barrier  treaty. 

$  XXI.  Then  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  four  associated 
circles  presented  a  remonstrance  to  the  British  ministers  at 
Utrecht,  imploring  the  queen's  intei^position  in  their  favour, 
that  they  might  not  be  left  in  the  miserable  condition  to 
which  they  had  been  reduced  by  former  treaties.  They 
were  given  to  understand,  that  if  they  should  not  obtain 
what  they  desired,  they  themselves  would  be  justly  blamed 
as  the  authors  of  their  own  disappointment :  that  they  had 
been  deficient  in  furnishing  their  proportion  of  troops  and 
other  necessaries  ;  and  left  the  whole  burden  of  the  war  to 
fall  upon  the  queen  and  the  states  in  the  Netherlands :  that 
when  a  cessation  was  judged  necessary,  they  had  deserted 
her  /hajesty  to  follow  the  chimerical  projects  of  prince 
Eugene ;  that  while  she  prosecuted  the  war  with  the  ut- 
most vigour, they  had  acted  with  coldness  and  indifference; 
but  when  she  inclined  to  peace  they  began  to  exert  them- 
selves in  prosecuting  hostilities  with  uncommon  eagerness : 
that,  nevertheless,  she  would  not  abandon  their  interests, 
but  endeavour  to  procure  for  them  as  good  cqnditions  as 
their  preposterous  conduct  would  allow  her  to  demand. 
£ven  the  emperor's  plenipotentiaries  began  to  talk  in  more 
moderate  terms.  Zinzendorf  declared  that  his  master  was 
very  well  disposed  to  promote  a  general  peace,  and  no 
longer  insisted  on  a  cession  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  to 
the  house  of  Austria.  Philip's  ministers,  together  with 
those  of  Bavaria  and  Cologn,  were  admitted  to  the  con- 
gress; and  now  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Britain  acted  as 
mediators  for  the  rest  of  the  allies. 
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§  XXII.  Th6  pacification  between  Franee  and  England 

was  retarded,  however,  by  some  unforeseen  difficulties  that 

arose  m  adjusting  the   commerce  and  the  limits  of  the 

countries  possessed  by  both  nations  in  North  America.    A 

long  dispute  ensued;    and  the   duke  of  Shrewsbury  and 

Prior  held  many  conferences  with  the  French  ministry :  at 

length  it  was  compromised,  though  not  much  to  the  advan* 

tage  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  English  pleoipotentiaries 

received  an  order  to  sign  a  separate  treaty.    They  declared 

to  the  ministers  of  the  other  powers,  that  they  and  some 

other  plenipotentiaries  were  ready  to  sign  dieir  respective 

treaties  on  the  eleventh  day  of  April.     Count  Zinzendorf 

endeavoured  to  postpone  this  transaction  until  he  should  be 

furnished  with  fresh  instructions  from  Vienna;  and  even 

threatened  that  if  the  States  should  sign  the  peace  contrary 

to  his  desire,  the  emperor  would  immediately  withdraw 

^  his  troops  from  the  Netherlands.'     The  ministers  of  Great 

Britain  agreed   with  those  of   Frapce,  that  his  Imperial 

majesty  should  have  time  to  consider  whether  he  would  or 

would  not  accept  the  proposals :  but  this  time  was  extended 

no  fiurtber  than  the  first  day  of  June ;  nor  would  they  agree 

to  a  cessation  of  arms  during  that  intervaL     Meanwhile 

the  peace  with  France  was  signed  in  different  treaties  by 

the  {denipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain,  Savoy,  Prussia,  For- 

tugad,  and  the  states  generaL   On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the 

month   the    British  plenipotentiaries    delivered  to   count 

Zinzendorf,    in    writing,     ^^  Oflfers  and  demands  of  the 

^^  French  king  for  making  peace  with  the  house  of  Austria 

^^  and  the  empire."     The  count  and  the  ministers  of  the 

German  princes  exclaimed  against  the  insolence  of  France^ 

which  had  not  even  bestowed  the  title   of  emperor  on 

Joseph:    but  wanted  to   impose  terms  upon  them,  with 

relation  to  the  electors  of  Cologn  and  Bavaria. 

$  XXIII.  The  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  between 
England  and  France  being  ratified  by  the  queen  of  Eng- 
land,  the  parliament  was  assembled  on  the  ninth  day  of 
ApriL*  The  queen  told  them  the  treaty  was  signed,  and 
that  in  a  few  days  the  ratifications  would  be  exchanged. 

a  BttfiKt    Bo^cr.    Htrc.    Lambgrtj.    Quinev     Roaaiet    Torcy.    B«- 

Uiighmkc.    A'oluirc.    'nndal.     M'±  Hist.    Hist  of  the  Duke  of  Murtborough. 
•  An.  1713. 

Vol.  IL  U  ^         , 
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She  9ai^,  what  she  had  done  for  the  protestant  succesaion^ 
and  the  perfect  frtemUhip  aubsnting  between  her  and  tho 
house  of  Hanover,  would  conyince  those  who  wished  well 
to  both,  and  desired  the  quiet  and  safety  ol  their  country, 
how  vain  all  attempts  were ,  t6  divide  them.  She  left  il 
entirely  to  the  house  of  commons  to  determine  what  force 
might  be  necessary  for  the  security  of  trade  by  sea^  and  for 
guards  and  garrisons.  ^*  Mnke  yourselves-  safe,  (said  she) 
^  and  I  shall  be  satisfied.  Next  to  the  protection  of  die 
**  divine  Providence,  1  depend  upon  the  loyalty  and  f^c- 
^'  lion  of  my  people.  I  want  no  other  guarantee*'^  She 
recommended  to  their  protection  those  brave  men  who  had 
exposed  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and 
could  not  be  employed  in  time  of  peace.  She  desirod-lfaey 
would  concert  proper  measures  for  easing  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  kingdom,  for  improving  and  encouraging  manufac- 
tures and  the  fishery,  and  for  employing  the  hands  of  idle 
people.  She  expressed  her  displeasure  at  the  scandalous 
and  seditious  libels  which  had  been  lately  published.  She 
exhorted  them  to  consider  of  new  laws  to  prevent  this. 
licentiousness,  as  well  as  for  putting  a  stop  to  die  impious 
practice  of  duelling.  She  conjured  them  to  use  their  ut- 
most endeavours  to  calm  the  minds  of  men  at  home,  that 
the  arts  of  peace  might  be  cultivated;  and  that  groundless 
jealousies,  contiived  by  a  faction,  and  fomented  by  party 
rage,  might  not  effect  that  which  their  foreign  enenues  could 
not  accomplish.  This  was  the  language  of  a  pious,  candid, 
and  benevolent  sovereign,  who  loved  her  subjects  with  a 
truly  parental  affection.  The  parliament  considered  her  in 
that  light.  £ach  hpuse  presented  her  with  a  warm  address 
of  thanks  and  congratulation,  expressing,  in  particular,  their 
inviolable  attachment  to  the  protestant  succession  in  the 
illustrious  house  of  Hanover.  The  ratifications  of  Ae 
treaty  being  exchanged,  the  peace  ws^s  proclaimed  on  the 
fifth  of  May  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  to  the  inexpressible 
joy  of  the  nation  in  general.  It  was  about  this  period  that 
the  chevalier  dc  St.  George  conveyed  a  printed  remonstrance 
to  the  ministers  at  Utrecht,  solemnly  protesting  against  all 
that  might  be  stipulated  to  his  prejudice.  The  commons, 
in  a  second  address,  had  besought  her  majesty  to  commur 
nicate  to  the  house  in  due  time  the  treaties  of  pe^ce  abd 
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commerce  with  France;  aod  now  they  were  produced  by 
Mr*  BensoOi  chancellor  of  the  exchequer* 

§  XXIV*  B7  the  treaty  of  peace  the  French  king  obli- 
ged himself  to  a1>andiMi  the  pretender,  and  acknowledge  the 
queen's  title  and  the  protestant  succession;  to  rase  the 
-fortifications  of  Dunkirk  within  a  limited  time,  on  condition 
of  receiving  an  equivalent;  to  cede  Newfoundland,  Hud- 
sonV  Bay,  and  St*  Christophers  to  England;  but  the 
French  were  left  in  possession  of  Cape  Breton,  and  at 
liberty  to  dry  their  fish  in  Newfoundland.  By  the  treaty 
of  commerce  a  free  trade  was  established,  according  to  the 
tariif  of  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
esKepc  in  some  commodities  that  were  subjected  to  new 
regulations  in  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 
It  was  agreed,  that  no  other  duties  should  be  imposed  on 
the  productions  of  France  imported  into  England,  than 
diosc  that  were  laid  on  the  same  commodities  from  other 
coimtriea;  and,  that  oecnmissaries  should  meet  at  London, 
to  adjust  all  matters  relating  to  commerce ;  as  for  the  tariff 
with  Spain,  it  was  not  yet  finished*  It  was  stipulated,  that 
the  emperor  should  possess  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  the 
dutchy  of  Milan,  and  the  Spanish  Netherlands :  that  the 
duke  of  Savoy  should  enjoy  Sicily,  with  the  title  of  king  : 
that  the  same  title,  with  the  island  of  Sardinia,  should  be 
allotted  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  as  an  indemnification  for 
his  losses :  that  the  states  general  should  restore  Lisle  and 
its  dependencies:  that  Namur,  Charleroy,  Luxembourg, 
Ypres,  and  Newport  should  he  added  to  the  other  places 
they  already  possessed  in  'Flanders ;  and,  that  the  king  of 
Prussia  should  have  Upper  Guektre,  in  lieu  of  Orange  and 
the  odier  stttles  belonging  to  that  family  in  Franche  Compte. 
The  kmg  of  Portugal  was  satisfied :  and  the  first  day  of 
}une  was  fixed  as  the  period  of  time  granted  to  the  emperor 
for  consideration. 

§  XXV.  A  day  being  appointed  by  the  commons  to 
deliberate  upon  the  treaty  of  commerce,  very  just  and 
weighty  oh^ctions  were  made  to  the  eighth  and  ninth 
articles,  importing,  that  Great  Britain  and  France  should 
mntually  enjoy  all  the  privileges  in  trading  with  each 
other  that  either  granted  to  the  most  favoured  nation ;  and 
that  no  higher  customs  should  be  exacted  from  the  com- 
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modities  qF  Fraace,  th^n  those  that  were  drawn  Irom  the 
same  productioim  of  any  other  people.  The  balance  of 
trade  having  long  inclined  to  the.  side  of  France,  severe 
duties  had  been  laid  on  all  the  productions  and  manufactures 
of  that  kingdom,  so  as  almost  to  amount  to  a  total  prohi- 
bition. Some  members  observed,  that  by  the  treaty  be- 
tween England  and  Portugal,  the  duties  charged  upon  the 
wines  of  that  countr}'  were  lower  than  those  laid  upon  the 
wines  of  France :  that  should  they  now  be  reduced  to  an 
equality,  the  difference  of  freight  was  so  great,  that  the 
French  wines  would  be  found  much  cheaper  thaii  those  of 
Portugal ;  and,  as  they  were  more  agreeable  to  the  taste  of 
the  nation  in  general,  there  would  be  no  market  for  the 
Portuguese  wines  in  England  1  that  should  this  be  th^ 
case,  the  English  would  lose  their  trade  with  Portugal,  the 
most  advantageous  of  any  traffic  which  they  now  carried 
on :  for  it  consumed  a  great  quantity  of  their  manufactures, 
and  returned  a  yearly  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  pounds 
in  gold.  Mr.  Nsttha^iel  Gould,  formerly  governor  of  the 
bank,  aflSrmed,  that  as  France  h^Kl,  since  the  revolution, 
encouraged  woollen  pnanufactures,  and  prepared  at  hom« 
sever^  commodities  which  formerly  they  drew  from  Engr 
land;  so  the  English  bad  learqed  to  make  silk  stuffs, 
paper,  apd  all  manner  of  toys,  formerly  imported  from 
Franpe :  by  which  means  an  infinite  number  of  artificers 
were  en^ployed,  and  &  vast  sum  annually  saved  to  the 
nation :  but  these  people  wpuld  now  be  reduced  to  beggary, 
and  that  money  lost  s^ain  to  the  kingdom,  should  French 
commodities  of  the  sape  kind  be  imported  under  ordinary 
duties,  because  labour  was  much  cheaper  in  France  than  in 
England,  consequently  the  British  manufactures  would  be 
undersold  and  ruined^  He  urgedf  that  the  ruin  of  the  silk 
m^inufaptiire  would  be  attepd^d  with  aqpther  disadvantage, 
preat  quantities  of  woollen  cloths  were  vended  in  Italy 
and  Turkey,  in  consequence  of  tl)e  raw  silk  which  the 
English  merchants  bought  up  in  those  countries;  and, 
sl^Quld  the  silk  n^anufactur^  at  home  be  lost  those  markets 
for  British  cpminodities  wpuld  fail  of  ^ourscy  Qthers  air 
l^8^(}f  that  if  the  suticles  pf  commerce  had  been  settled 
)>efp):6  ^he  EfigUsh  tropps  ^ep^ated  from  those  of  the  conr 
fsd^r^teB,  it\p  f  rench  king  would  uo(  h^ve  presun^^d  tp 
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insist  upon  such  terms,  but  have  been  glad  to  comply  with 
more  moderate  conditions.  Sir  William  Wyndham  re- 
flected on  the  late  ministry,  for  having  neglected  to  make 
an  advantageous  peace  when  it  was  in  their  power.  He 
said  that  Portugal  would  always  have  occasion  for  the 
woollen  manufactures  and  the  com  of  England,  and  be 
obliged  to  buy  them  at  all  events*  After  a  violent  debate, 
the  house,  resolved,  by  a  great  majority,  that  a  bill  should 
be  ()rougl\^  in  to  make  good  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France.  Against  these  arti- 
cles, however,  the  Portuguese  minister  presented  a  me- 
morial, declaring,  that  should  the  duties  on  French  wines 
be  lowered  to  the  same  level  with  those  that  were  laid  on 
the  wines  of  Portugal,  his  roaster  would  renew  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  woollen  manufactures,  and  "other  products  of 
Great  Britain.  Indeed,  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation 
exclaimed  against  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which  seems  to 
have  been  concluded  in  a  hurry,  before  the  minilters  fully 
understood  the  nature  of  the  subject.  This  precipitation 
was  owing  to  die  fears  that  their  endeavours  after  peace 
would  miscarry,  from  the  intrigues  of  the  whig  faction,  and 
the  obstinate  opposition  of  the  confederates. 

$  XXVI.  The  commons  having  granted  an  aid  of  two 
shiilrogs  In  the  pound,  proceeded  to  renew  the  duty  on  malt 
for  another  year,  and  extended  this  tax  to  the  whole  island, 
notwithstanding  the  warm  remonstrances  of  the  Scottish 
members,  who  represented  it  as  a  burden  which  their 
country  could  not  bear.  They  insisted  upon  an  express 
article  of  the  union,  stipulating,  that  no  duty  should  be  laid 
on  the  malt  in  Scotland  during  the  war,  which  they  affirmed 
was  not  yet  6nished,  inasmuch  as  the  peace  with  Spain  had 
not  been  proclaimed.  During  the  adjournment  of  the'  par- 
liament, on  account  of  the  Whitsun  holida3's,  the  Scots  of 
both  houses,  laying  aside  all  party  distinctions,  met  and 
deliberated  on  diis  subject.  They  deputed  the  duke  of 
Argyle,  the  earl  of  Mar,  Mr.  Lockbart,  and  Mr.  Cockbum, 
to  lay  their  grievances  before  the  queen.  They  represented, 
that  their  countrj'men  bore  with  impatience  the  violation  of 
6ome  articles  of  the  union;  and  that  the  imposition  of  such 
an  insupportable  burden  as  the  malt  tax  would,  in  all  pror 
bability,  prompt  them  to  d<^clare  the  union  dissolved.     The 
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^ueen,  alanned  at  this  remonstrance^  answered,  that  she 
wished  tbcy  might  not  have  cause  to  repent  of  such  a  pre- 
ciphate  resolution ;  but  she  would  endeavour  to  make  all 
things  easy.  On  the  iint  day  of  June,  the  earl  of  Find- 
later,  in  the  house  of  peers,  represented  that  the  Scottish 
nation  was  aggrieved  in  many  instances :  that  they  were 
deprived  of  a  privy  council,  and  subjected  to  the  English 
laws  in  cases  of  treason :  that  their  nobles  were  rendered 
incapable  of  being  created  British  peers ;  and  that  now 
they  were  oppressed  with  the  insupportable  burden  of  a 
malt  tax,  when  they  had  reason  to  expect  they  should  reap 
the  benefit  of  peace  :  he,  therefore,  moved,  that  leave  might 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  dissolving  the  union,  and 
securing  the  protestant  succession  to  the  house  of  Hanover* 
Lord  North  and  Grey  affirmed,  that  the  complaints  of  the 
Scots  were  groundless ;  that  the  dissolution  of  the  union 
was  impracticable ;  and  he  made  some  sarcastic  reflections 
f>n  the  poverty  of  that  nation.  He  was  answered  by  the 
eari  of  Eglinton,  who  admitted  the  Scots  were  poor,  and 
therefore  unable  to  pay  the  malt  tax.  The  earl  of  Ilay, 
among  other  pertinent  remarks  upon  the  union,  observed, 
that  when  the  treaty  was  made,  the  Scots  to<^  it  for 
granted,  that  the  pariiament  of  Great  Britain  would  never 
load  them  with  any  imposition  that  they  had  reason  to 
believe  grievous.  The  earl  of  Peterborough  compared  the 
runion  to  a  marriage.  He  said,  that  though  England,  who 
must  be  supposed  the  husband,  might  in  some  instances 
prove  unkind  to  the  lady,  she  ought  not  immediately  to  sue 
for  a  divorce,  the  rather  because  she  had  very  much 
mended  her  fortune  by  the  match.  Ilay  replied,  that  mar- 
riage was  an  ordinance  of  God,  and  the  union  no  more 
thsu^  a  political  expedient.  The  other  affirmed,  that  the 
contract  could  not  have  been  more  solemn,  unless,  like 
the  ten  commandments,  it  had  come  from  heaven:  he 
inveighed  against  the  Scots,  as  a  people  that  never  would 
be  satisfied :  that  would  have  all  the  advantages  resulting 
from  the  union,  but  would  paj'  nothing  by  their  good  will, 
although  they  had  received  more  money  from  England 
than  the  amount  of  all  their  estates.  To  these  animad- 
versions the  duke  of  Argyle  made  a  very  warm  reply. 
^'  I  hayc  been  reflected  on  by  some  people  (said  he)  as  if 
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^  I  waa  dkguftted,  md  had  changed  aides :  but  I  despiae 
"  th^r  persons,  as  much  as  I  undervalue  their  judgment." 
He  urged,  that  the  malt  tax  in  Scotland  was  like  taxing 
land  by  the  acre  throughout  En^^nd,  because  land  was 
worth  five  pounds  an  acre  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Londoot 
and  would  not  fetch  so  many  shillings  in   the   remote 
counties*     In  like  manner,  the  English  malt  was  valued  at 
four  tilnes  the  price  of  that  which  was  made  in  Scotland : 
therefcHre  the  tax  in  this  country  must  be  levied  by  a 
regiment  of  dragoons.     He  owned  he  had  a  great  share  in 
Slaking  the  union,  with  a  view  to  secure  the  protestant 
succession;  but  he  was  now  satisfied  this  end  might  be 
aa^cred  as  effectually  if  the  imion  was  dissolved ;  and,  if 
this  step  should  not  be  taken,  he  did  not  expect  lo»g  to 
have  either  property  left  in  Scotland,  or  liberty  in  England* 
All  the  whig  members  voted  for  the  dissolution  of  that 
treaty  which  they,  had  so  eagerly  promoted;   while  the 
tones  strenuously  supported  the  measure  against  which 
they  had  once  M^gued  with  sudwehemence*     In  the  course* 
of  the  deb^e^  the  lord  treasurer  observed,  ^that  aldiough 
the  sAalt  tax  was  imposed,  it  might  be  afterwards  remitted 
by  the  crown..     The  earl  of  Sunderland  expressed  surprise 
at  hearing  that  noble  lord  broach  a  doctrme  which  tended 
to  establish  a  despotic  dispensing  power,  and  arbitrary 
government.     Oxford  replied,  his  family  had  never  been 
famous,  as  some  others  had  been,  for  promoting  and  ad- 
vising arbitrary  measures.     Sunderland,  jconsidering  thia 
expression  as  a  sarcasm  levelled  at  the  memory  o^  his 
father,  took  occasion  to  vindicate  his  conduct,  adding,  that 
ia  those  days  the  other  lord's  family  was  hardly  known» 
Much  violent  altercation  was  discharged.     At  length  the- 
motion  for  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  small  majority,  and 
the  malt  bill  afterwards  passed  with  great  ^difficulty. 

$  XXVII.  Another  bill  being  brought  into  the  house 
9f  commons,  for  rendering  the  treaty  of  commerce  effec- 
tual, such  a  number  of  petitions  were  delivered  agidnst  it,, 
and  so  many  solid  arguments  advanced  by  the  merchants 
who  were  examined  on  the  subject,  that  even  a  great  num* 
k^T  of  tory  members  were  convinced  of  the  bad  con:\e- 
qaence  it  would  produce  to  trade,  and  voted  against  the 
nunistry  on  this  occasion ;  so  that  the  bill  was  rejected  by 

\ 
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a  majority  of"  nine  voices.  At  the  same  time,  hdwever,  the 
house  agreed  to  sm  address,  thanking  her  majeisty  for  the 
great  care  she  had  taken  of  the  security  and  honour  of  het 
kingdoms  in  the  treaty  of  peace ;  as  also  for  having  laid 
so  good  a  foundation  for  the  interest  of  her  people  in  trade, 
l^^hey  likewise  besought  her  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
treat  with  those  of  Prance,  for  adjusting  such  matters  as 
shovdd  be  necessary  to  be  settled  on  the  subject  of  com- 
merce, that  the  treaty  might  be  explained  and  perfected  for 
die  good  and  welfare  of  her  people.  The  queen  interpret- 
ed this  address  into  a  full  approbation  of*  the  treaties  of 
peace  and  commerce,  and  thanked  them  accordingly  in  the 
warmest  terms  of  satisfaction  and  acknowledgment.  The 
commons  afterwards "  desired  to  know  what  equivalent 
should  be  given  for  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  i  and  she 
gave  them  to  understand,  that  this  was  already  in  the 
hands  of  his  most  christian  majesty :  then  they  besought 

.  her,  that  she  would  not  evacuate  the  towns  of  Flanders 
that  were  in  her  possession,  until  those  who  were  entided 
to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands  should 
agree  to  such  articles  for  regulating  trade  as  might  place 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
those  of  any  other  nation.  The  queen  made  a  favourable 
answer  to  all  their  remonstrances.  Such  were  the  steps 
taken  by  the  parliament  during  this  session  with  relation  to 
the  famous  treaty  of  Utrecht,  against  which  the  whigs  ex- 
claimed so  violentljl,  that   many  well  meaning  people  be- 

'lieve4  it  Would  be  attended  with  the  immediate  ruin  of  the 
kingdom ;  yet  under  the  shadow  of  this  very  treaty.  Great 
Britain  enjoyed  a  long  term  of  peace  and  tranquillity. 
Bishop  Burnet  was  heated  with  an  enthusiastic  terror  of 
the  bouse  of  Bourbon.  He  declared  to  the  queen  in  pri- 
vate, that  any  treaty  by  which  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 
were  left  in  the  hands  of  king  Philip,  must  in  a  little 
time  deliver  all  Europe  into  the  hands  of  France :  that,  if 
any  such  peace  was  made,  the  queen  was  betrayed,  and  the 
people  ruined :  that  in  less  than  three  years  she  would  be 
murdered,  and  the  fires  would  blaze  again  in  Smithfield. 
This  prelate  lived  to  see  his  prognostic  disappointed; 
tb.ercfoie,  he  might  have  suppressed  this  anecdote  of  his 
own  coudirct. 
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$  XXVIII.    On  the  twenty-Hfth  day  of  June,  th# 
queen  signified-  ia  a  message  to  the  house  of  commonOf 
that  her  civil  list  was  burdened  with  some  debts  incurred 
by  several  articles  of  extraordinary  expense ;  and  that  Bh# 
hoped  they  would  empower  her  to  raise   suck  a  sum  of 
money  upon  the  funds  for  that  provision,  as  would  be  suf- 
ficieot  to  discharge  the  incumbrances,  which  amounted  to 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds.     A  bill  was  immediately 
prepared  for  raising  this  sum  on  the  civil  list  revenue,  and 
passed  through  both  houses  with  some  difficulty*     Both 
brds  and  commons  addressed  the   queen  concemiag  die 
chevalier  de  St.  George,  who  had  repaired  to  Lorraine. 
They  desired  she  would  press  the  duke  of  that  name,  nmk 
all  the  princes  and  states  in  amity  with  her,  to  exciucb    . 
from  their  dominions  the  pretender  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
Great  Britain.     A  public  thanksgiving  for  the  peace  was 
appointed  and  celebrated  with  great  solenmity)  and  on  did 
sixteenth  day  of  July  the  queen  closed  the  session  wifh  it 
speech  which  was  pot  at  all  agreeable  to  the  viokot  whigs, 
because  it  did  not  contain  one  word  about  the  pretender 
and  the  protestant  succession.     From  these  omissions  thejr 
concluded,  that  the  dictates  of  natural  affection  had  bsa»» 
sed  her  in  favour  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George.     What^ 
ever  sentiments  of  tenderness  and  compassion  she  might 
feel  for  that  unfortunate  exile,  the  acknowledged  son  of 
her  own  father,  it  does  not  appear  that  she  ever  entertained 
a  thought  of  altering  the  succession  as  by  law  established. 
The  term  of  Sacheverel's  suspension  being  expired,  extra- 
ordinary rejoicings  were  made  upon  the  occasion.     He  was 
desired  to  preach   before  the   house    of    commons,  who 
thanked  him  for  his  sermon ;  and  the  queen  promoted  kins 
to  the  rich  benefice  of  St.  Andrews,  Holboum.      On  the 
other  hand  the  duke  d'Aumont,  ambassador  from  France, 
was  insulted  by  the  populace.       Scurrilous  baUada  were 
published  against  him  both  in  the  English  and  French  ianr 
guages.     Ue  received  divers  anonymous  letters,  containing 
threats  of  setting  fire  to  his  house,  which  was  accordingly 
burned  to  the  ground,  though  whether  by  accident  or  de- 
sign he  could  not  well  determine.  The  magistracy  of  Dun- 
kirk, having  sent  a  deputation  with  an  address  to  the  queen, 
humbly  imploring  her  majesty  to  spare  the  port  and  har- 
VOL.  II.  X 
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bour  of  that  town,  and  representing  that  they  might  be 
uaefttl  to  her  own  subjects,  the  memorial  was  printed  and 
dispersed,  and  the  arguments  it  contained  were  answered 
and  refuted  by  Addison,  Steele,  and  Maynwaring.  Com- 
missioners were  sent  to  see  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk 
demolished.  They  were  accordingly  rased  to  the  ground; 
the  harbour  was  filled  up ;  and  the  duke  d' Aumont  return- 
ed to  Paris  in  the  month  of  November.  The  queen,  by 
her  remonstrances  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  had  procured 
the  enlargement  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  protestants 
from  the  galleys :  understanding  afterwards  that  as  many 
more  were  detained  on  the  same  account,  she  made  sudi 
application  to  the  French  ministry,  that  they  too  were 
released.  Then  she  appointed  general  Ross  her  envoy 
extraordinary  to  the  king  of  France. 

$  XXIX.  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury  being '  nominated 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  assembled  the  parliament  of  that 
kingdom  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  and  found 
the  two  houses  still  at  variance,  on  the  opposite  principles 
of  whig  and  tory.  Allan  Broderick  being  chosen  speaker 
of  the  commons,  they  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  to 
attaint  the  pretender  and  all  his  adherents.  They  prose- 
cuted Edward  Lloyd,  for  publishing  a  book  entitled, 
*^  Memoirs  of  the  Chevalier  de  St*  George ;"  and  they 
agreed  upon  an  address  to  the  queen,  to  remove  from  the 
chancellorship  sir  Constantine  Phipps,  who  had  coun<- 
tenanced  the  tories  of  that  kingdom.  The  lords,  how- 
ever, resolved,  that  chancellor  Phipps  had,  in  his  several 
stations,  acquitted  himself  with  honour  and  integrity.  The 
two  houses  of  convocation  presented  an  address  to  the  same 
purpose.  They  likewise  complained  of  Mr.  Molesworth^ 
for  having  insulted  them,'  by  saying,  when  they  appeared 
in  the  castle  of  Dublin,  ^^  They  that  have  turned  the  world 
^^  upside  down  are  come  hither  also;''  and  he  was  removed 
from  the  privy  council.  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury  received 
orders  to  prorogue  this  parliament^  which  was  divided 
against  itself,  and  portended  nothing  but  domestic  broils. 
Then  he  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England,  leaving  chan- 
cellor Phipps,  with  the  archbishop  of  Armagh  apd  Tuam, 
justices  of  the  kingdom. 
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$  XXX.  The  parliament  of  England  had  been  dis* 
solved ;  and  the  elections  were  managed  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  retain  the  legislative  power  in  the  hands  of  the  tones  | 
but  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament  was  delayed,  by 
repeated  prorogations,  to  the  tenth  day  of  December ;  a 
delay  pardy  owing  to  the  queen's  indisposition ;  and  partly 
to  the  contests  among  her  ministers.  Oxford  and  Boling- 
broke  were  competitors  for  power,  and  rivals  in  reputation 
for  ability.  The  treasurer's  parts  were  deemed  the  more 
solid;  the  secretary's  more  shining:  but  both  ministers 
were  aspiring  and  ambitious.  The  first  was  bent  upon 
mainuining  the  first  rank  in  the  administration,  which  he 
had  possessed  since  the  revolution  in  the  ministry;  the 
other  disdained  to  act  as  a  subaltern  to  the  man  whom  he 
thought  he  excelled  in  genius,  and  equalled  in  importance. 
They  began  to  form  separate  cabals,  and  adopt  different 
principles.  Bolingbroke  insinuated  himself  into  the  confi* 
dence  of  lady  Masham,  to  whom  Oxford  had  given  some 
cause  of  disgust.  By  this  communication  he  gained  ground 
in  the  good  opinion  of  his  sovereign,  while  the  treasurer 
lost  it  in  the  same  proportion.  Thus  she,  who  had  been 
the  author  of  his  elevation,  was  now  used  as  the  instrument 
of  his  disgrace.  The  queen  was  sehsibly  affected  with 
these  dissensions,  which  she  interposed  her  advice  and 
authority,  by  turns,  to  appease :  but  their  mutual  animosity 
continued  to  rankle  under  an  exterior  accommodation.  The 
interest  of  Bolingbroke  was  powerfully  supported  by  sir 
Simon  Harcourt,  the  chancellor,  sir  William  W3mdham, 
and  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley.  Oxford  perceived  his  own 
influence  was  on  the  wane,  and  began  to  think  of  retire- 
ment. Meanwhile  the  earl  of  Peterborough  was  appointed 
ambassador  to  the  king  of  Sicily ;  and  set  out  for  Turin. 
The  queen  retired  to  Windsor,  where  she  was  seized  with 
a  very  dangerous  inflammatory  fever.  The  hopes  of  the 
Jacobites  visibly  rose :  the  public  funds  immediately  fell : 
a  great  run  was  made  upon  the  bank,  the  directors  of  which 
were  overwhelmed  with  consternation,  which  was  not  a  little 
increased  by  the  report  of  an  armament  equipped  in  the 
pons  of  France.  They  sent  one  of  their  members  to  re- 
present to  the  treasurer  the  danger  that  threatened  the 
public  credit.     The  queen  being  ^ade  acquainted  with 
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these  ocourmnces,  signed  a  letter  to  sir  Samuel  Stancer, 
lord  major  of  London,  declaring,  that  novr  she  was  reco* 
vered  of  h^r  late  indisposition,  she  would  return  to  the 
place  of  her  usual  residence,  and  open  the  parliament  on 
the  sixteentjh  day  of  February.  This  intimation  she  sent 
to  her  loving  subjects  of  the  city  of  London,  to  the  intent 
thsitafl  of  them,  in  their  several  stations,  might  discounter 
nanoe  those  malicious  rumours,  spread  by  evilminded  per- 
sona, to  the  prejudice  of  credit,  and  the  imminent  hazard 
of  lAie  public  peace  and  tranquillity.  The  queen's  recovery, 
together  with  certain  intelligence  that  the  armament  was  a 
phantom^  «nd  the  pretender  still  in  Lorraine,  helped  to 
aSBuage  the  ferment  of  the  nation,  which  had  been  indus- 
triously raised  by  party  writings.  Mr.  Richard  Steele 
published  a  performance,  entitled,  ^^  The  Crisis,''  in  de- 
fence of  the  revolution  and  the  protestant  establishment, 
and  enlarging  upon  the  danger  of  a  popish  successor.  On 
th«  other  hand,  the  hereditary  right  to  the  crown  of  £ng- 
laiifed  was  asserted  in  a  large  volume,  supposed  to  be  written 
with  a  view  to  pave  the  way  for  the  pretender's  accession. 
One  Bedford  was  apprehended,  tried,  convicted,  and  se- 
verely punished,  as  the  publisher  of  this  treatise. 

$  XXXI.  While  England  was  harassed  by  these  intes- 
tine commotions,  the  emperor,  rejecting  the  terms  of  peace 
ptoposed  by  France,  resolved  to  maintain  the  war  at  his 
own  expense,  with  the  assistance  of  the  empire.  His 
Ssrces  on  the  Rhine  commanded  by  prince  Eugene,  were  so 
much  outnumbered  by  the  French  under  ViUars,  that  they 
could  not  prevent  the  enemy  from  reducing  the  two  im- 
portant fortresses  of  Landau  and  Fribourg.  His  imperial 
iMijesty  hoped  that  the  death  of  queen  Anne,  or  that  of 
Lewis  XIV.  would  produce  an  alteration  in  Europe  that 
might  be  fawmrahle  to  his  interest ;  and  he  depended  upon 
the  conduct  and  fortune  of  prince  Eugene  for  some  lucky 
event  in  war.  3ut  finding,  himself  disappointed  in  ail  these 
expectations,  and  absolutely  unable  to  support  the  expense 
of  another  campaign,  he  hearkened  to  overtures  of  peace 
that  were  made  by  the  electors  of  Cologn  and  Palatine ; 
nnd  conferences  were  opened  at  the  castle  of  Al-Rasudt> 
between  prince  Eugene  and  mareschal  de  Villarsi  on  the 
twenty-sixth  .day    of    November.      In   the   beginning  of 
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February  these  mmisters  separated,  without  seeming   to 
have  come  to  any  conclusion :  but  all  the  articles  being 
settled  between  the  two  courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles, 
they  met  agaia  the  latter  end  of  the  mouth :  the  treaty  was 
signed  on  the  third  day  of  March ;  and  orders  were  sent 
to  the  governors  and  commanders  on  both  sides  to  desist 
from  all  hostilities.  By  this  treaty,  the  French  king  yielded 
ho  the   emperor  Old  BrtsaC,    with  all   its  dependencies, 
Fribourg,  the  forts  in  the  Btisgau  and  Black  Forest,  to- 
gether with  Fort  KehL     He  engaged  to  demolish  the  for- 
tifications opposite  to  Huningen,  the  fort  of  Selliogen,  and 
an  between  that  and  Fort  Louis.     The  town  and  fortress 
of  Landau  were  ceded  to  the  king  of  France,  who  ac- 
knowledged the  elector  of  Hanover.     The  electors  of  Ba- 
varia and  Cologn  were  restored  to  all  their  dignities  aad 
dominions.    The,  emperor  i^  put  in  immediate  possession 
of  the  Spanish  Netherlands ;  and  the  king  of  Prussia  was 
permitted  to  retain  the  high: quarters  of  Guelders.  Finally, 
the  contracting  parties  agreed  that  a  congress  should  be 
opened  on  the  first  of  May,  at  Baden  in  Switzerland,  for 
terminating  all  differences  ;  and  prince  Eugene  and  mare- 
schal  de  Villars  were  appointed  their  first  plenipotentiaries. 
$  XXXII.    The   ratifications    of   the   treaty   between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain  being  exchanged,  the  peace  was 
proclaimed  on  the  first  day  of  March,  in  London  ;  and  the 
articles  were  not  disagreeable  to  the  English  nation.     The 
kingdoms  of  France  and-  Spain  were  separated  for  ever. 
Philip   acknowledged  the   protestant  succession,  and   re- 
nounced the  pretender.     He  agreed  to  a  renewal  of  the 
treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  concluded  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eix  hundred  and  sisty-seven.     He  granteti  an 
exclusive  privilege  to  the  English  forfurnrahin^the  Spanish 
West  Indies  with  negroes,  according  to  the  assiento  con- 
VntcxJ"     He  ceded  Gibraltar  to  England,  as  well  as  die 
ialandof  Mworca^  on  condition  that  the  Spanish  inhabitants 
should  enjoy  their  estates  and  relif^n.    He  obliged  himself 
to  grant  a  full  pardon  to  the  Catalonians,  widi  the  possession 

bThc  uMeato  contract  stipulated  that  from  the  fintday  of  May.  1713,  to  the 
fintof  May,  1743,  the  compnDy  should  transport  into  the  West  Indies,  one  hun> 
died  iQK^-four  dioiuud  negroes,  at  the  rate  of  four  Uiousaod  eight  hundrMl 
ne|roes  a  year ;  and  t>oy  for  each  negro  thirtv-thrce  pieces  of  eight  and  one  tKiiii, 
ia  fun  for  all  royal  duties^ 
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o(  all  their  estates,  honours,  and  privileges,  and  to  yield 
the  kingdom  of  Sicily  to  the  duke  of  Savoy.  The  new 
parliament  was  opened  by  commission  in  February,  and  sir 
Thomas  Hiinmer  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons. >  On  the  second  day  of  March,  the  queen  being 
carried  in  a  sedan  to  ihe  house  of  lords,  signified  to  both 
houses,  that  she  had  obtained  an  honourable  and  advanta- 
geous peace  for  her  own  people,  and  for  the  greatest  part 
of  her  allies  ;  and  she  hoped  her  interposition  might  prove 
eflfectual  to  complete  the  settlement  of  Europe.  She  ob- 
served, that  some  persons  had  been  so  malicious  as  to 
insinuate  that  the  protestant  succession,  in  the  house  of 
Hanover,  was  in  danger  under  her  government ;  but  that 
those  who  endeavoured  to  distract  the  minds  of  men  with 
imaginary  dangers  could  only  mean  to  disturb  the  public 
tranquillity.  She  said,  that  zft9r  all  she  had  done  to  secure 
the  religion  and  liberties  of  her  people,  she  could  not  men- 
tion such  proceedings  without  some  degree  of  warmth; 
and  she  hoped  her  parliament  would  agree  with  her,  that 
attempts  to  weaken  her  authority,  or  to  render  the  posses- 
sion of  the  crown  uneasy  to  her,  could  never  be  proper 
means  to  strengthen  the  protestant  succession.  Affectionate 
addresses  were  presented  by  the  lords,  the  commons,  and 
the  convocation :  but  the  ill  humour  of  party  still  subsisted, 
and  was  daily  inflamed  by  new  pamphlets  and  papers. 
Steele,  supported  by  Addison  and  Halifax,  appeared  in  the 
front  of  those  who  drew  their  pens  in  defence  of  whig 
principles ;  and  Swift  was  the  champion  of  the  ministry. 

$  XXXIII.  The  earl  of  Wharton  complained  in  the 
house  of  lords  of  a  libel,  entitled,  "  The  Public  Spirit  of 
"  the  Whigs  set  forth  in  their  generous  encouragement  of 
"  the  author  of  the  Crisis."  It  was  a  sarcastic  perform- 
ance, imputed  to  lord  Bolingbroke  and  Swift,  interspersed 
with  severe  reflections  upon  the  union,  the  Scottish  nation^ 
and  the  duke  of  Argyle  in  particular.  The  lord  treasurer 
disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  the  audior,  and  readily  con- 
curred in  an  order  for  taking  into  custody  John  Morphew, 
the  publisher,  as  well  as  John  Barber,  printer  of  the 
gazette,  from  whose  house  the  copies  were  brought  to 
Morphew.  The  earl  of  Wharton  said  it  highly  concerned 
the  honour  of  that  august  assembly,  to  find  out  the  villain 
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who  was  author  of  that  false  and  scandalous  ]jMj  that 
justice  might  be  done  to  the  Scottish  nation.  He  moved, 
that  Barber  and  his  servants  might  be  examined :  but,  next 
day,  the  earl  of  Mar,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state,  de- 
clared, that,  in  pursuance  to  her  majesty's  command,  he 
had  directed  John  Barber  to  be  prosecuted.  Notwith- 
standing this  interposition,  which  was  calculated  to  screen 
the  offenders,  the  lords  presented  an  address,  beseejching 
her  majesty  to  issue  out  her  royal  proclamation,  promising 
a  reward  to  any  person  who  should  discover  the  author  of 
the  libel,  which  they  conceived  to  be  false,  malicious,  and 
factious,  highly  dishonourable  and  scandalous  to  her 
majesty's  subjects  of  Scotland,  most  injurious  to  her  ma- ' 
jesty,  and  tending  to  the  ruin  of  the  constitution.  In  com- 
pliance with  their  request,  a  reward  of  three  hundred 
pounds  was  offered  :  but  the  author  remained  safe  from  all 
detection. 

$  XXXIV.  The  commons,  having  granted  the  supplies, 
ordered  a*  bill  to  be  brought  in  for  securing  the  freedom  of 
parliaments,  by  limiting  the  number  of  officers  in  the  house 
of  commons^  and  it  passed  through  both  houses  with  little 
difficult}'^.  In  March,  a  complaint  was  made  of  several 
scandalous  papers,  lately  published,  under  the  name  of 
Richard  Steele,  esquire,  a  member  of  the  house.  Sir 
William  Wyndham  observed,  that  some  of  that  author's 
writings  contained  insolent,  injurious  reflections  on  the 
queen  herself,  and  were  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  rebellion* 
Steele  was  ordered  to  attend  in  his  place :  some  paragraphs 
of  hb  works  were  read ;  and  he  answered  them  with  an 
affected  air  of  self  confidence  and  unconcern.  A  day  being 
appointed  £Dr  his  trial,  he  acknowledged  the  writings,  and 
entered  into  a  more  circumstantial  defence.  He  was  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  Addison,  general  Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Walpole : 
and  attacked  by  sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Foley,  and  the 
attorney  general.  Whatever  could  be  urged  in  his  favour 
was  but  little  regarded  by  the  majority,  which  voted,  that 
two  pamphlets,  entitled,  ^  The  Englishman,"  and  ^'  The 
^'  Crisis,"  written  by  Richard  Steele,  esquire,  were  scandalous 
and  secUtious  libels ;  and  that  he  should  be  expelled  the 
house  of  commons. 
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$  XXlj^V*  The  lotxls,  taking  into  coasideration  the 
state  of  the  nation,  resolved  upon  addresses  to  the  queen, 
desiring  they  might  know  what  steps  had  been  taken  Cor 
removing  the  pretender  from  the  dominions  of  the  duke  of 
Lorraine :  that  she  would  impart  to  them  a  detail  of  the 
negotiations  for  peace,  a  recital  of  the  inatamces  wUch  had 
been  made  in  favour  of  the  Catalans,  and  an  account  of  the 
moneys  granted  by  parliament  since  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ten,  to  carry. on  the  war  in  Spain  and 
Portugal.  They  afterwards  agreed  to  other  addresses, 
beseeching  her  majesty  to  lay  before  them  the  debts  and 
state  of  the  navy,  the  particular  writs  of  noli  prosequi 
granted  since  her  accession  to  the  throne,  and  a  list  of  such 
persons  as,  notwithstanding  sentence  of  outlawry  or  attain«> 
der,  had  obtained  licenses  to  return  into  Great  Britain,  or 
other  of  her  majesty's  dominions,  since  the  revolution* 
Having  voted  an  application  to  the  queen  in  behalf  of  the 
distressed  Catalans,  the  house  adjourned  itself  to  the  last 
day  of  March.  As  the  minds  of  men  had  been  artfully 
irritated  by  false  reports  of  a  design  undertaken  by  France 
in  behalf  of  tlie  pretender,  the  ambassador  of  that  crown 
at  the  Hague,  disowned  it  in  a  public  paper,  by  command 
of  his  moi^  christian  majesty.  The  suspicions  of  many 
people,  however,  had  been  too  deeply,  planted  by  the  arts 
and  insinuations  of  the  whig  leaders,  to  be  eradicated  by 
this  or  any  other  declaration ;  and  what  served  to  rivet  their 
apprehensions,  was  a  total  removal  of  the  whigs  from  all 
the  employments,  civil  and  military,  which  they  had  hitherto 
retained.  These  were  now  bestowed  upon  professed  tories, 
some  of  whom  were  attached  at  bottom  to  the  supposed  heir 
of  blood.  At  a  time  when  the  queen's  views  were  mali- 
ciously misrepresented ;  when  the  wheels  of  her  government 
were  actually  impeded,  and  her  servants  threatened  with 
proscriptiqn,  by  a  powerfol,  turbulent,  and  implacable  fac- 
tion; no  wonder  that  she  discharged  the  partisans  of  that 
factiun  from,  her  service,  and  filled  their  places  with  those 
who  were  distingoished  by  a  warm  affection  to,  the  house 
of  Stuart,  'jind  by  a  submissive  respect  for  the  regal 
authoi^tv.^    THose  were  steps  which  her  own  sagacity  must 

ftc^ifo^r.    Burnet    Tindal.    Torcy.    Bolingbrokc.    Voltoire.^ 
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Imtc  suggested ;  and  which  her  mtiiisters  would  naturally 
advke  as  necessary  for  their  own  presentation.    The  whigs 
were  all  in  commotion,  either  apprehending,  or  afFecting  to 
apprcbend,  that  a  design  was  formed  to  secure  the  pre- 
tender's succession  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain.*   Their 
diiefs    had   secret  consultations  with  baron  Schutz,   the 
resident  from  Hanover.     They  communicated  their  obser- 
vatkms  to  the  elector :  they  received  his  instructions :  they 
aMintained  a  correspondence  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough ; 
and  they  concerted  measures  for  opposing  all  efforts  thnt 
might  be  made  against  the  protectant  succession  upon  the 
death  of  the  queen,  whose  lieakh  was  by  this  time  so  much 
impaired,  that  every  week  was  believed  to  be  the  last  of 
her  life.     This  conduct  of  the  whigs  was  resolute,  active, 
and  ^wwpiiKI  hjirr  hssn^  laudable,  haiMEciFTseal  beiu  tun* 
faieJwillllu  clierhomiariflf  limii  JuJ  mudtation :  but  they, 
moreover,  employed  all  their  arts  to  excite  and  encourage 


<^ 


rf 


die  fears  and  jealousies  of  the  people.    \^^ 

$  XXXVI.  The  house  of  peers  resounded  with  debates 
upon  the  Catalans,  the   pretender,  and  the  danger  that 
threatened  the  protestant  succession.     With  respect  to  the 
Catalonians,  they  represented,  that  Great  Britain  had  pre- 
vailed upon  them  to  declare  for  the  house  of  Austria,  with 
promise  of  support ;  and  that  these  engagements  ought  to 
have  been  made  good.     Lord  BoHngbroke  declared  that 
tbe  queen  had  used  idl  her  endeavours  in  their  behalf:  and 
that  the  engagements  with  them  subsisted  no  longer  than 
king  Chailes  resided  in  Spain.     They  agreed,  however,  to 
an  address,  acknowledging  her  majestj^'s  endeavours  in 
favour  of  tbe  Catalsms,  and  requesting  she  would  continue 
her  interposition   in  Aeir  behalf.      With  respect  to   the 
pretender,  the  whig  lords  expressed  such  a  spirit  cS  perse* 
catioA  and  rancorous  hate,  as  would  have  disgraced  the 
members  of  any,  even  the  lowest  assembly  of  christians. 
Not  contented  with  hunting  him  from  one  ^country  to 
aaother,  they  seemed  eagerly  bent  upon 
ftmn  the  face  of  the  eardi,  as  kf  they  bad 
crime  in  him  to  be  bom.    The  earl  of  Sue 
from  the  inferosation  of  the  minister  of 

•  An.  1714. 

Vol.  II.  Y 


1^0  inSTORY  OF  ENGLAND.  17x4 

notwithstanding  the  application  of  both  houses  ia  her  ma- 
jestVf  during  the  last  session,  concerning  the  pretender's 
being  removed  from  Lorraine^  no  instances  had  yet  been 
made  to  the  duke  for  that  purpose.     Lord  Bolingbroke 
affirmed  that  he  himself  had  made  those  instances,  in  the 
queen^s  name,  to  that  very  minister  before  his  departure 
from  England*    The  earl  of  Wharton  proposed  a  question; 
^^  Whether  the  protestant  succession  was  in  danger  under 
**'  the  present  administration  ?"  A  warm  debate  ensued,  in 
which  the  archbishop  of  York  and  the  earl  of  Anglesey 
joined  in  the  opposition  to  the  ministry.     The'  earl  pre- 
tended to  be  convinced  atid  converted  by  the  arguments 
*  used  in  the  course  of  the  debate.     He  owned  he  had  given 
his  assent  to  the  cessation  of  arms,  for  which  he  took  shame 
to  himself,  asking  pardon  of  God,  his  country,  and  his  con- 
science.    He  affirmed,  that  the  honour  of  his  sovereign, 
and  the  good  of  his  country,  were  the  rules  of  his  actions; 
but  that,  without  respect  of  persons,  should  he  find  himself 
imposed  upon,  he  durst  pursue  an  evil  minister  from  the 
queen's  closet  to  ihe  Tower,  and  from  the  Tower  to  the 
scaffold.     This   conversion,   however,    was    much    more 
owing  to  a  full  persuasion,  that  a  ministry  divided  against 
itself  could  not  long  subsist,  and  that  the  protestant  suc- 
cession  was    firmly   secured.     He    therefore   resolved  to 
make  a  merit  of  withdrawing  himself  from  the  interests  of 
a  tottering  administration,  in  whose  ruin  he  might  be  in- 
volved.    The  duke  of  Argyle  charged  the  ministers  with 
maladministration,  both  within  those  walls  and  without:  he 
offered  to  prove  that  the  lord  treasurer  had  yearly  remitted 
a  sum  of  money  to  the  Highland  clans  of  Scotland,  who 
were  known  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  pretender,    .li?  ^ 
affirmed  that  the  new  modelling  of  the  army,  the  practice  bf 
disbanding  some  regiments  out  of  their  turn,  and  removing 
a  great  number  of  officers,  on  account  of  their  affection  to 
the  house  of  Hanover,  were  clear  indications  of  Ae  min- 
istry's designs:    that  it  was  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  to 
see  men  wno  had  never  looked  an  enemy  in  the  face,  ad- 
vanced tolthe  posts  of  several  brave  officers,  who  after  they 
had  Q^ten  exposed  their  lives  for  their  country,  were  now 
Starvm^in  prison  for  debt,  on  account  of  their  pay  being 
det||^pc|L   ^The  treasurer,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  breast, 
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eaid,  he  had,  on  so  many  occasions  given  such  signal  prooft 
of  affection  to  the  protestant  succession,  that  he  was  sure 
no  member  of  that  august  assembly  did  call  it  in  question. 
He  owned  he  had  remitted,  for  two  or  three  years  past, 
between  three  and  four  thousand  pounds  to  the  Highland 
dans  ;  and  he  hoped  the  house  would  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  clear  his  conduct  in  that  particular:  with  respect 
to  the  reformed  officers,  he  declared  he  had  given  orders 
for  their  being  immediately  paid.  The  protestant  succession 
was  voted  out  of  danger,  by  a  small  majority. 

$  XXXVII.  Lord  Halifax  proposed  an  address  to  the 
queen,  that  she  would  renew  her  instances  for  the  speedy 
removing  the  preftender  out  of  Lorraine;  and  that  she 
would,  in  conjunction  with  the  states  general,  enter  into 
the  guarantee  of  the  protestant  succession  in  the  house  of 
Hanover.  The  carl  of  Wharton  moved,  that  in  the  ad* 
dress  her  majesty  should  be  desired  to  issue  a  prodamation, 
promising  a  reward  to  any  peraon  who  should  apprehend 
the  pretender  dead  or  alive.  He  was  seconded  by  the  duke 
of  Bolton;  and  the  house  agreed  that  an  address  should 
be  presented.  When  it  was  reported  by  the  committee,  lord 
Nordi  and  Grey  expatiated  upon  the  barbarity  of  setting  a 
price  on  any  one's  head :  he  proved  it  was  an  encourage* 
ment  to  murder  and  assassination :  contrary  to  the  precepts 
of  Christianity ;  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nature  and  nations ; 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  such  an  august  assembly, 
and  with  the  honour  of  a  nation  famed  for  lenity  and 
mercy.  He  was  supported  by  lord  Trevor,  who  moved 
that  the  reward  should  be  promised  for  apprehending  and 
bringing  the  pretender  to  justice,  in  case  he  should  land,  or 
attempt  ^  land  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland.  The  cruelty 
of  the  first  danse  was  zealously  supported  and  vindicated 
by  the  lords  Cowper  and  Halifax;  but  by  this  time  the 
eari  cS  Anglesey  and  some  others,  who  had  abandoned  the 
ministry,  were 'brought  back  to  their  former  principles,  by 
promise  of  profitable  employments ;  and  the  mitigatton  waa 
adopted  b)r  a  majority  of  ten  voices.  To  this  address, 
which  was  delivered  by  the  chancellor  and  the  whi^  lords 
only,  the  queen  replied  in  these  words,  ^^  My  IcMrds,  it 
^^  would  be  a  real  strengthening  to  the  successiop  in  the 
^  house  of  Hanoi^er,  as  well  as  a  support  to  my  govern- 
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^^  ment,  tkat  an  end  were  put  to  diose  groundfQia  fears  and 
^  jealoistiet  which  have  been  so  i]idufitrioM;9ly  pv^nauoted*  I 
*^  do  not  at  this  time  see  any  occasion  for  such  a  proclama- 
**  tion*  Whwiever  I  jodge  it  to  be  neeessaryt  I  •b>U  give 
^  my  orders  lor  having  it  issued.  As  to  the  other  panic- 
^^  ubirs  of  this  address,  I  will  give  proper  dkectioos 
^^  therein*''  She  was  Ekewiae  importuned,  by  ancuhev 
address,  to  issue  out  a  proclamation  against  all  Jesuits, 
popish  priests,  and  bishops,  as  well  as  against  all  such  as 
were  outlawed  for  adhering  to  ^  late  king  James  and  dw 
pretender.  The  hpuae  resolved,  that  no  person,  not  in* 
eluded  in  Ae  articles  of  Limerick,  and  who  had  bonu;  arms 
in  France  and  Spain,  should  be  capable  of  any  employment, 
civil  or  military ;  and  that  no  person,  a  natural  bom  sub- 
ject of  her  majesty,  should  be  capable  of  sustaining  the 
character  of  a  public  minister  from  any  foreign  potentate* 
Tlif se  readutions  were  aimed  at  air  Patrick  I«awless,  an 
Irish  papist,  who  had  come  to  England  with  a  credential 
letter  from  king  Philip,  but  now  thought  proper  to  quit  thc^ 
kingdom* 

^  SXXVIII.  Then  the  lorda  in  the  opposition  made 
an  attack  upon  the  treasurer,  concerning  the  money  he'had 
remitted  to  the  Highlanders :  but  Oaford  siieoeed  his  op- 
posers,  by  assorting,  that  in  so  doing  ho  had  foUowed  the* 
example  of  king  William,  who,  after  he  had  reduced  diat 
people,  thought  fit  to  allow  yearly  pensions  to  the  heads  of 
dans,  in  order  to  keep  them  quiet.  His  conduct  was  ap- 
proved by  the  house ;  and  h>rd  North  and  Grey  mov<ed« 
that  a  day  might  be  appointed  for  conaadering  the  state  of 
the  nation,  witli  regard  to  the  treaties  of  peace  and  com* 
nserce.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  earl'  ol  Clarea<» 
don;  and  the  Airtcenth  day  of  April  fixed  far  this  purpose. 
In  die  mean  time,  haroa  Schutz  demanded  o£  die  chnncd- 
lor  a  writ  for  the  electoral  prince  of  Hanover,  to  sit  in  tbo 
house  of  peers  aa  duke  of  Cambridge,  imimating  that  his 
design  was  to  reside  in  England.  The  writ  was  granted 
with  reluctance :  hut  the  prince's  design  of  coming  to  Eng^ 
land  was  so  disagreeable  to  the  queen,  that  sheiaignified 
.  her  disapprobation  of  auch  a  step  in  a  letter  to  the  princess 
Sophia.  She  observed^  that  such  a  method  of  proceeding' 
woAild  be  dangerous  to  the  succession  itsdf,  which  was  not 
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secure  any  other  way,  than  as  the  prince  who  waa  in  actO'* 
al  poaaeanon  of  the  dirone  maintained  her  authority  and 
prerogftttve  ;  she  said  a  great  many  people  in  England 
trcre  seditiously  disposed  ;  so  she  left  her  highness  to  judge 
what  tumults  they  might  be  able  to  raise,  should  they  have 
a  {M-etext  to  bef^n  a  commotion  ;  she,  therefore,  persua- 
ded herself  that  her  aunt  would  not  consent  to  any  thrag 
which  might  disturb  the  repose  of  her  and  her  subjects. 
At  the  same  time  she  wrote  a  letter  to  the  electoral  prince, 
complainiiig  that  he  had  formed  such  a  resolution,  without 
first  knowing  her  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and  teHing  him 
phdnly,  that  nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  to  the  tran- 
quiKity  of  her  domimons,  to  the  right  of  succession  in  the 
HancnTerian  line^  or  more  disagreeable  to  her,  than  soch 
conduct  at  this  juncture*  A  third  letter  was  written  to 
the  Sector,  his  father;  and  the  treasurer  took  this  oppor<- 
tunity  to  assure  that  prince  of  his  inviolable  attachment  to 
the  finnily  of  Hanover* 

^  XXXIX.  The  whig^  lords  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
queen's  answer  to  their  address  concerning  the  pretender ; 
and  they  moved  for  anodier  address  on  the  same  subject^ 
which  waa  resolved  upon,  but  never  presented*  They  took 
into  consideration  the  treaties  of  peace  and  commeree^  ta 
which  many  exceptions  were  taken;  and  miuch  sarcasm 
was  expended  on  both  sides  of  the  dispute :  but  at  length 
the  majority  carried  the  question  in  favour -of  an  address, 
acknowledging  her  majesty's  goddness  in  delivering  theas, 
by  a  safe,  honourable,  and  advantageous  peace  with  France,, 
from  the  hnrden  of  a  consuming  land  war,  unequally  carried 
on^  and  become  at  last  impracticable*  The  house  of  com^ 
mona  concurred  in  this  address,  after  having  voted  that  the 
protestant  succession  was  out  of  danger :  but  these  resolu* 
lions  were  not  taken  without  violent  opposition,  i»  which 
general  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lechmere,  and  Mr.  Walpole,  chiefly 
disliiftguished  themselves*  The  letters  which  the  queen  had 
written  to  the  electoral  house  of  Hanover  were  printed  and 
published  in  England,  with  a  view  to  inform  the  friends  of 
that  family  of  the  reasons  which  prevented  the  duke  of 
Gmnbridge  from  execiicing  his  design  of  residing  in  Great 
Bntaitt*  The  queen  considered  this  step  as  a  persons^, 
tusalt,  as  wcU  as  an  atteanpt  to  prejudice  her  in  the  opinionr 
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of  her  subjects ;  sl&e  therefore  ordered  the  phblisber  to  be 
taken  into  custody.  At  this  period  the  princess  Sophia 
died,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  her  age ;  and  her  death 
was  intimated  to  the  queen  by  baron  Bothmar,  who  arrived 
in  England  with  the  character  of  envoy  extraordinary  from 
the 'elector  of  Hanover.  This  princess  was  the  fourth  and 
youngest  daughter  of  Frederic,  elector  palatine,  king  of 
Bohemia,  and  Elizabeth  daughter  of  king  James  I.  of  Eng- 
land* She  enjoyed  from  nature  an  excellent  capacity,  which 
was  finely  cultivated;  and  was  in  all  respects  one  of  the 
most  accomplished  princesses  of  the  age  in  which  she  lived. 
At  her  death  the  court  of  England  appeared  in  mourning; 
tod  the  elector  of  Brunswick  was  prayed  for  by  name  in 
the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England.  On  the  twelfth  day 
of  May,  sir  William  Wyndham  made  a  motion  for  a  bill 
to  prevent  the  growth  of  schism,  and  for  the  further  secu- 
rity of  the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  esuhlished.  The 
design  of  it  was  to  prohibit  dissenters  from  teaching  in 
schools  and  academies.  It  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
eagerly  opposed  in  each  house  as  a  species  of  persecution. 
Nevertheless,  it  made  its  way  through  both,  and  received 
the  royal  assent:  but  the  queen  dying  before  it  took  place, 
this  law  was  rendered  ineffectual. 

$  XL.  Her  majesty's  constitution  was  now  quite  broken : 
one  fit  of  sickness  succeeded  another ;  what  completed  the 
ruin  of  her  health  was  the  anxiety  of  her  mind  occasioned 
partly  by  the  discontents  which  had  been  raised  and  foment- 
ed by  the  enemies  of  her  government ;  and  partly  by  the 
dissensions  among  her  ministers,*  which  were  now  beconu 
intolerable.  The  council  chamber  was  turned  into  a  scene 
of  obstinate  dispute  and  bitter  altercation.  Even  in  the 
queen's  presence  the  treasurer  and  secretary  dird  not  abstaio 
from  mutual  obloquy  and  reproach.  Oxford  advised  mo- 
derate measures,  and  is  said  to  have  made  advances  towards 
a  reconciliation  with  the  leaders  of  the  whig  party.  Aa  he 
foresaw  it  would  soon  be  their  turn  to  domineer,  such  pre- 
cautions, were  necessar}''  for  his  own  safety*  Bolingbroke 
affected  to  set  the  wbigs  at  defiance :  he  professed  a  warm 
zeal  for  the  church :  he  soothed  the  queen's  inclinations 
with  the  most  assiduous  attention.  He  and  hk  coadjutrix 
insinuated  tha^  the  treasurer  was  biassed  in  favour  of  the 
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dissenters,  and  even  that  he  acted  as  a  spy  for  the  bouse  of 
Hanover.  In  the  midst  of  these  disputes  and  commotions 
the  Jacobites  were  not  idle.  They  flattered  themselves  that 
the  queen  in  secret  favoured  the  pretensions  of  her  brother; 
and  they  depended  on  Bolingbroke's  attachment  to  the 
same  interest.  They  believed  the  same  sentiments  were 
cherished  by  the  nation  in  general*  They  held  private  as- 
semblies both  in  Great  Britain  and  in  Ireland.  They  con- 
certed  measures  for  turning  the.  dissensions  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  advantage  of  their  cause.  They  even  proceeded. so 
far  as  to  enlist  men  for  the  service  of  the  pretender.  Some 
of  these  practices  were  discovered  by  the  earl  of  Wharton, 
who  did  not  fail  to  sound  the  alarm*  A  proclamation  was 
immediately  published,  promising  a  reward  of  five  thou- 
sand pounds  for  apprehending  the  pretender,  whenever  he 
should  land  or  attempt  to  land  in  Great  Britain.  The 
commons  voted  an  address  of  thanks  for  the  proclamation ; 
and  assured  her  majesty,  that  they  would  cheerfully  aid  and 
assist  her,  by  granting  the  sum  of  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  as  a  further  reward  to  any  who  should  perform  so 
great  a  service  to  her  majesty  and  her  kingdoms.  The 
lords  likewise  presented  an  address  on  the  same  subject- 
Lord  Bulingbroke  proposed  a  bill,  decreeing  the  penalties 
of  high  treason  against  those  who  should  list  or  be  enlisted 
in  the  pretender's  service.  The  motion  was  approved,  and 
the  penalty  extended  to  all  those  who  should  list  or  be 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  with- ' 
out  a  license  under  the  sign  maiiual  of  her  majesty,  her 
heirs,  or  successors. 

$  XLI.  On  the  second  day  of  July,  tlie  lords  took  in- 
to consideration  the  treaty  .of  commerce  with  Spain ;  and  a 
great  number  of  merchants  being  examined  at  the  bar  of  the 
house,  declared  that  unless  the  explanation  of  the  third, 
fifths  and  eighth  articles,  as  made  at  Madrid  after  the  treaty 
was,  signed,  were  rescinded,  they  could  not  carry  on  their 
commerce  without  losing  five-and-.twenty  per  cent.  After 
a  long  debate,  the  house  resolved  to  address  the  queen  for 
all  the  papers  relating  to  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Spain,  with  the  names  of  the  person  who 
advised  her  majesty  to  that  treaty.  To  this  address  she 
replied,  that  undersUnding  the  tlu-ee  explanatory  articles  of 
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the  treftty  were  not  detriuetital  to  the  trade  of  her  fttiiijecift, 
she  had  consented  to  their  being  ratified  with  the  tmftjr. 
The  earl  of  Wharton  represented,  that  if  so  little  repud 
was  shown  to  the  addresses  of  that  august  assembly  to  the 
aoYereign,  they  had  no  business  in  that  house.  He  moved 
for  a  renftonstrance,  to  lay  befu-e  her  majesty  die  inaupera- 
ble  difficulties  that  attended  the  Spanish  trade  on  the  foot* 
ing  of  the  late  treaty ;  and  the  house  agreed  to  his  motioa. 
Another  member  moved,  that  the  house  should  insist  on 
her  majesty's  naming  the  perscm  who  advised  her  to  ratify 
the  three  explanatory  articles.  Thia  was  a  blow  aitaed  at 
Arthur  Moore,  a  member  of  the  lower  house,  whom  lord 
Bolio|^roke  had  consulted  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty.  He 
was  screened  by  the  minority  in  parliament ;  but  a  general 
court  of  the  South  Sea  company  resolved,  upon  a  complaint 
exhibited  by  captain  Johnston,  that  Arthur  Moore,  while 
k  director,  was  privy  to  and  encouraged  the  design  of  car- 
rying on  a  clandestine  trade,  to  the  pi^judtce  of  the  corpora- 
tion, contrary  to  his  oath,  and  in  breach  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  him :  ths^  therefore,  he  should  be  declared  in- 
capable of  being  a  director  of,  or  having  any  employment 
in,  this  Gom{>an)%  The  queen  had  reserved  to  herself  the 
quarter  part  of  the  assiento  contract,  which  she  now  gave 
up  to  the  company,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  upper 
house ;  but  she  would  not  discover  tlie  names  of  those  who 
advised  her  to  ratify  the  explanatory  articles.  On  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  she  thought  proper  to  put  an  end  to  the  ses* 
sion,  with  a  speech  on  the  usual  subjects.  After  having 
^ussured  them,  that  her  chief  concern  was  to  preserve  the 
protestant  religion,  the  liberty  of  her  subjects,  and  to  se- 
4:ure  the  trwquillity  of  her  kingdoms,  she  concluded  in  these 
words :  ^^  But  I  must  tell  you  plainly,  that  diese  deairabie 
^^  ends  can  never  he  obtained,  unless  you  bring  the  same 
^^  dispositions  ofi  your  parts ;  unless  ail  groundless  jealoa* 
^^  sies',  which  create  and  foment  divisions  among  you,  be 
^^  laid  aside ;  and  unless  you  show  the  same  regard  for  my 
^^  just  prerogative,  and  for  the  honour  of  my  government,  as 
*^  I  have  already  expressed  for  the  rights  of  my  people.*' 

§  XLIL  After  the  peace  had  thus  j-eceived  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  parliament,  the  ministers^  being  no  loiiger  rea- 
trained  by  the  tie  of  common  danger,  gaare  a  loose,  to  their 
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Mutual  uaaimomty*  Oxibrd  wrote  %  letter  to  the  queen, 
cotttainiDg  a  detail  of  the  puUic  transactions ;  in  the  course 
of  which  ho  endeavoured  to  justify  his  own  conduct,  and 
expose  the  turbulent  and  anbtdous  spirit  of  his  rival.  On 
the  other  hand,  Bolingbroke  charged  the  treasurer  with 
having  invited  the  duke  of  Marlborough  to  return  from  his 
voluntary  exile,  and  maintained  a  private  correspondence 
with  the  house  of  Hanover.  The  duke  of  Shrewslmry  like- 
wise oomplained  of  his  having  presumed  to  send  orders  to 
liim  in  Ireland,  without  the  privity  of  her  majesty  and  the 
council*  In  all  probability  his  greatest  crime  was  his  hav- 
ing given  umbrage  to  the  favourite,  lady  Masham*  Certain 
it  is,  on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  July,  a  very  acrimoni- 
ous dialogue  passed  between  that  lady,  the  chancellor,  and 
Oxford,  in  the  queen's  presence*  The  treasurer  affirmed 
he  had  been  wronged,  and  abused  by  lies  and  misrepreseu- 
tations,  but  he  threatened  vengeance,  declaring  he  would 
leave  some  people  as  low  as  he  had  found  them  when  they 
first  attracted  his  notice*  In  the  mean  time  he  was  removed 
from  his  employment;  and  Bolingbroke  seemed  to  triumph 
in  the  victory  he  had  obtained*  He  laid  his  account  with 
being  admitted  as  chief  minister  into  the  administration  of 
afidrs ;  and  is  said  to  have  formed  a  design  of  a  coalition 
with  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  at  this  very  time  ein- 
barked  at  Ostend  for  England.  Probably,  Oxford  had 
tried  to  play  the  same  game,  but  met  with  a  repulse  frotfi 
the  duke,  on  account  of  the  impbcable  resentment  which 
the  dutchess  had  conceived  against  that  minister* 

$  XLIII*  Whatever  schemes  might  have  been  formed, 
the  fiill  of  the  treasurer  was  so  sudden,  that  no  plan  was 
eatablished  for  supplying  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  bis  dis- 
grace* The  confusion  that  incessantly  ensued  at  court,  and 
the  £sitigue  of  attending  a  long  cabii|pt  council  on  this  event, 
had  such  an  eflfect  upon  the  queen's  spirits  and  constitution, 
diat  she  declared  she  should  not  outlive  it,  and  was  imme^ 
diately  seiawd  with  a  lethargic  disorder.  Notwithstanding 
all  the  medicines  which  the  physicians  could  prescribe,  the 
distemper  gained  ground  so  (isst,  that  next  day,  which  vras 
die  thirtieth  of  July,  they  despaired  of  her  life*  Then  the 
coflunittee  of  the  council  assembled  at  the  Cockpit,  ad- 
journed to  Kensington*  The  dukes  of  Somerset  and  Argj'le, 
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^^ridno  ^e  pidkce  yiftdj  wUhbtxt  b^itig^tthMionitf,^  entered 
'  the  €ountf il  cHarmben    >THe  rft^nlbers'  'v^teire  fttipfistid  klf^beir 
^kt>p«&r^Ace ;  but  the  di!ilt«  ^of'^hrewftbury  iHMlked  th«mf6r 
^  their*  r^Hdlrtts*  to  ^Vethtirnsbistrttice  at  8ach*«  triti«kl 
jtiftctut-e/'aiid'df^sired'Aey 'Would  tAke  their  "(^tets.    fFHc 
'phy$4e(ft<is-Mvifng'ded^(§d'lhitt  th«q<it«ii  was  ststl'MMiMfe, 
**^he  cfotincil  unanmioxrsly  agi%e(l<td  recrAmnend  lAe  duke  6f 
>Sh^ew^tiry  "ti6  the 'fittest  petson  to  fill  the  phtoet^f  lord 
-  tre^»<ircr.      When-  this  ^ttirtfn  vrtis  int^ated  to  thequee*, 
-ahe  safds  ^eycouM  nbt^ha^  -re*commefided  a  person  allc 
liked  i>Hlier' than  the  duke  '6f 'Shrewsbury.     She  delivercid 
^yhifn  the  white  ataiff/ bidding  him  use  itf^rthe  go4!Kldf 
ilier  people*     H«  would  have  returned  the  lord  ehannber* 
iMn'a  at&ffv  but  6he  desire'd'he  woutd  keep  them  botii :  -io 
'that  4ie  ^aa  at  Met4me  possessed  of  the  three  greateatfxMa 
iin   the 'kingdom,  under  the  titles  of  lord  treteurer,  loiti 
ohamberlafn,  and  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire4atid«     NonoblMwiki 
iin'Sogland  better  deserved   such  dtfttinguishiagivNirka  6f 
lUa  sovereign's  favour.     H-e  was-  mndest,  liberal^  disiAtier- 
nested,  land  a  wanii  friekid  to  his  country.     Botin^rdke's 
i ambition  was  defeated  by  the  vigour  which' the  dukes  of 
'Somerset  and  Argvle  exerted  on  this  occasion.     Tliey>pm- 
•  posed,  that  ail  privy  counsellors  hi  or  about  London  shookl 
ibe  invited /to   attend,  without  distinction  df  pany.     iTht 
HKOtion  was  approved ;  and  lord  Sfotners,  with  many  ^thc^ 
•whig  aaeoibers,  repaired  to  *  Kensington.  The  ■eounoil  being 
thus  reinforced,  began  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the 
,  kingdom.    Orders  were  immediately  despatched  to  foUr  re- 
.giments  of  horse  and  dragoons  quartered  in  remote  oo«ni- 
ttes,  to  march  up  to  the'  iieighbourikK>d  of  Lomlon  and 
LWestminstcr.    Seven  of  the  ten  British  battalions  in  the 
.Netherlands  were  dir^ted  to  embark  at  Ostend  for  Kn^« 
.land,  with  all  possible  expedition :  an  embat^  was  laid 
upon  all  shipping;  and  directions  givetfi  for  equippmig  idl 
the  ships  of  war  that  could  be  sdonest  in  *a  conditidn  for 
service*     They  sent  a  letter  to  the  elector  of '(Bruns^rick, 
.signifyiflig  tltat  the  physicians  had  despaired  of  the  queen*^ 
life;  informing  him  of  the  measures  they 'had 'taken;  and 
desiring  he  would,' with  all  convenient  speed,  repair  to  Hol- 
land, ;wbere  iie  8hQidd'beattended:b]iria:Brilbkaqtisidvcn,to 
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convey  him  to  Enj^Ianc],  in  case  of  her  majesty's  decease* 
At  the  same  time  they  despatched  instructions  to  the  earl  of 
Strafford,  to  desire  the  states  general  would  be  ready  to 
perform  the  guarantee  of  the  :prot^tant  succession.  The 
heralds  at  arms  were  kept  in  waiting  with  a  troop  of  horse- 
guards,  to  proclaim  the  new  king  as  soon  as  the  throne 
should  become  vacant.  PreoaAi<tion»  were  taken  to  secure 
the  seaports;  to  overawe  the  Jacobites  in  Scotland;  and 
the  command  of  the  fleet  was  bestowed  upon  the  earl  of 
Berkley, . 

$;XLIV.  The  queen  continiied  to  do^e  in  a,lethar« 
gic  iosensibility,  wi(h  very  short  intervals,  till  the^firs^  day 
of.  Aj^jgqs^  in  the  morning^  wb^n  she  expired^  in  the  fiftieth 
ye^uj^^of  ^  her  age,  and  in  the  thirteenth  of  her.rei^.  ^ne 
Stuatitf'  queen  of  prea^  Britain,  was  in  her  peivaon  of  ,tl|e 
mi^4lc  8ize«  well  proporttpned.  Her  hair  ,wa»  ot,  the  dark 
br9wn,colour|  her. ^o^lejtjon  ruddy.;  her  featvirt^s  were 
regular^  her.  count(enance  was  rather  round  than  oval,  and 
her.  aspect  more  cpmely  than  majestic.  Her  ^  voice  wi^s 
clear  aod  m^Iodiotviy  and  her  presence  engaging.  Her  ca« 
pacity  was.  naturally  good,  but  not  much  cultivated  by 
learning;  nor  did  she. exhibit  any  marks  of  extraordipary 
genius,  or  persoiial  -  ambition.  6^he.  was  certain^sy  ^deficient 
in  that  vigour  of  mind  by  which  a  prince ,  ought  to  pre* 
serve  his  independence,  and  avoid  the  snares  and  fetters  of 
sycophants  and  favourites ;  but  whatever  her  weakness  in 
this  particular  might  have  been,  the  virtues  of  her  heart 
were  never  called  in  que9tton.  She  was  a  pattern  of  con* 
jugal  affectiqn  and  fidelity,  a  tender  mother,  a  warm  friend, 
an  indulgent  mistress,  a  munificent  patron,  a  mild  and  mer- 
cifttl  prince,  during  whose  reign  no  subject^s  blood  was 
shed  for  treason.  She  was  zealously  attached  to  the  church 
of  fi|ng|and  from  conviction  rather  than  from  prepossession, 
unaffectedly  pious,  just,  charitable,  and  compassionate.  She 
felt  a^mother's  fondness  for  her  people,  by  whom  she  was 
universally  beloved  with  a  warmth  of  affection  which  even 
the.  prejudice  of  party  could  not  abate.  In  a  word,  if  she 
was  not  the  greafest,  she  was  certainly  one  of  the  best  and 
most  unbleinished  sovereigns  that  ever  sat  upon  the  throne 
of  £ngland ;  and  well  deserved  the  expressive,  thou^ 
simple  epithet  of  **  The  good  Queen  Anne.** 
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and  Lord  Kenmuir  are  beheaded.  ,  $  XXXin.  Triala  of 
Rebels*  $  XXXIV.  Act  for  septennial  Parliaments, 
$  XXXV.  Duke  of  Argyle  disgraced.  $  XXXVI. 
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traordinary  supply  of  the  Commons.  $  XL.  Division 
in  the  ministry.  $  XLI.  The  Commons  pass  the  South. 
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$  I.  IT  may  be  necessary  to  remind  the  reader 
of  the  state  of  party  at  this  important  juncture.  The 
Jacobites  had  been  fed  with  hopes  of  seeing  the  succession 
altereii^by  the  earl  of  Oxford.  These  hopes  he  had  con- 
veyed to  them  in  a  distant^  undeterminate,  and  mysterious 
manner,  without  any  other  view  than  that  of  preventing 
them  from  taking  violent  measures  to  embarrass  his  ad-* 
ministration.  At  least,  if  he  actually  entertained  at  one 
time  any  other  design,  he  had,  long  before  his  disgrace, 
laid  it  wholly  aside,  probably  from  an  apprehension  of  the 
danger  with  which  it  must  haye  been  attended,  and  seemed 
bent  upon  making  a  merit  of  his  zeal  for  the  house  of  Han- 
over :  but  his  conduct  was  so  equivocal  and  unsteady,  that 
he  rumed  himself  hi  the  opinion  of  one  party,  without  ac- 
quiring the  confidence  of  the  other.  The  friends  of  the 
pretender  derived  fresh  hopes  from  the  ministry  of  Bolingv 
broke*  Though  he  had  never  explained  himself  on  this 
subject,  he  was  supposed  to  favour  the  heir  of  blood,  and 
known  to  be  an  implacable  enemy  to  the  whigs,  who  were 
the  most  zealous  advocates  for  the  protestant  succession. 
The  Jacobites  promised  themselves  much  from  his  affection, 
but  more  from  his  resentment;  and  they  believed  the  ma- 
jority of  tories  would  join  them  on  the  same  maximau 
An  Bolmgbroke's  schemes  of  power  were  defeated  by  the 
promotion  of  the  duke,  of  Shrewsbury  to  the  office  of  trea- 
surer; and  all  his  hopes  blasted  by  the  death  of  the  queen, 
on  whose  personal  favour  he  depended.     The  Msolute  be- 
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hi^viour,  of  the  dukes*  of  Somerset  and  Argyle,  together 
^ith  the  diUgeoce  and  activity  of  a  council  in  which  the 
nfhig  interest  had  gained  the  ascendency,  completed  the 
confusion  of  the  tories,  who  found  themselves  without  a 
head,  divided.^  distracted^  and  irresolute*^  Upon  recoUec- 
tioi^,  they  saw  notl|ing  so  eligible  as  silence,  and  submis- 
sion tp  tho{ie  measures  which  they  could  not  oppose  with 
a^y  pvospect  pf  success.  They  had  no  other  objection  to 
the  sviccession  in  the  hpuse  of  Hanover,  but  the  fear  of 
seeing  the  whig  faction  once  more  predoynina^te :  -yet  they 
yrere  not  i^i^hoij^t  hope  that  their  new  Sovereign,  who  was 
reputed  a  prince  of  sagacity  and  expei;ience,.  would  culti* 
vate  and  conciliate  the  afFection^  of  the  tories,  who  were 
the  landholders  and  proprietors  of  the  kingdom,  rather 
than  decla^re  him^lf  the  head  of  a  faction  which  leaned 
for  support  on  tjhpse  who  were  enemies  to  the  church  'and 
monarchy,  on  the  bank  and  the  moneyed  interest,  raised 
upon  usu^,  and  maintained  by  corruption*  In  a  word, 
the  whigs  were  elated  and  overbearing ;  the  tories  abashed 
and  humble ;  the  Jacobites  eager,  impatient,  and  alarmed 
at  a  juncture  which,  with  respect  to  *  them,  waa  truly 
critical. 

$  Il«  The  queen  had  no  sooner  resigned  her  last 
breath  than  the  privy  council  met,  and  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  the, Hanoverian  resi* 
dent,  Kreyenberg,  produced  the  three  instruments  in  which 
the  elector  of  Brunswick  had  nominated  the  perspns'<  to  he 
added  as  lords  justices  to  the  seven,  great  offices  of  the 
realm.  Orders  were  immediately  issued  for  proclaiming 
I^ng  George,  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland*  The 
regency  appointed  the  earl  of  Dorset  to  carry  to. Hanover 
the  intimatioii  of  his  majesty's  accession,  and  attend  him 
in  his  journey  to  England.  They  sent  the  general  officers 
in  whom  they  could  confide  to  their  respective  posts :  they 
reinforced  the  garrison  of  Portsmouth :  they  s^pointed 
Mr.  Addison  their  secretary  :  while  Bolingbroke  was  obli- 
ged to  stand  at  the  door  of  the  council  chamber  with  hi^ 
bag  and  papers,  and  underwent  every  species  of  mortilica* 

a  Thew  -were  the  dukes  of  Shrewilrary,  Sotnenet,  Bolton,  Devonthirt, 
Kent,  Argyle,  Montrow,  and  Kostburgh — Uie  eai-ls  of  Pomfrety  Anglcfleuf^  Gar- 
lide,  Kottiopiam,  Abingdon,  Scarboroagh,  and  Oxford — lord  TiaeouDt  Towni- 
head,  and  lanh  ttaliftx  aod  Conrper. 
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ticm.  On  the  whol6,  king  George  aseended  the  throne  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  fifty-fifch  year  of  hia  age,  without  the 
ieaet^opposMcm,  tumult,  or  sign  of  popuhir  discontent:  and 
the  unffrejudked  part  of  the  nation  was  tioW  fiilly*  ppsiit- 
ded  thttt  no  d<^ign-  had  ever  been  concerted  by  ^itieen 
Anne  and  tier  ministry  in  favour  of  the  pretender.  The 
siayor  of  Oxford  received  a  letter,  requiring  him  to  pto- 
tihath  the  pretender.  This  being  communicated  to  the 
vkedhanceiloF,  a  copy  of  it  was  immediately  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley,  member  of  parliament  for  the 
'tttt^ersity ;  and  the  vicechancellor  offered  a  reward  of  one 
'htmdred  pounds  to  any  person  who  should  discover  the 
author.  It  was  either,  the  production  of  some  hinatic, 
'tir  Weaik  contrivatnce  to  fix  an  odium  on  that  venerable 
body* 

^  VIL  The  parliament  having  assembled,  pursuant  to 
ihe  act  which  Tegulated  the  succession,  the  lord  chancellor, 
tm  ^he  fifth  day  of  August,  made  a  speech  to  both  houses 
in  the  tiailie  of  the  regency.  He  told  them,  that  the  pri^ 
vy  council  Appointed  by  the  elector  of  Brunswick  had  pro- 
claitnod  thnt  prince  under  the  name  of  king  George,  as  the 
lawlial  and  rightful  sovereign  of  these  kingdoms;  and  that 
thby  had  taken  the  necessary  care  to  maintain  tlie  public 
(peace.  He  observed,  that  the  several  branches  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue  were  expired  by  the  demise  of  her  late  majes- 
ty^ and  recommended  to  the  commons  the  making  such 
jftovtnibny  in  that  respect,  as  might  be  requisite  to  support 
die  honour  itnd  dignity  of  the  crown.  He  likewise  ex- 
pressed hb  hope,  that  they  would  not  be  wanting  in  any 
thing  that  might  conduce  to  the  establishing  and  advancing 
of  the  public  credit.  Both  houses  immediately  agreed  to 
addresses,  containing  the  warmest  expressions  of  duty  and 
affection  to  their  new  sovereign,  who  did  not  fail  to  return 
aiich  answers  as  were  very  agreeable  to  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain.  In  the  mean  time  the  lower  house  prepared 
and  *paased  a  bill,  granting  to  his  majesty  the  same  civil  list 
which  the  queen  had  enjoyed ;  with  additional  clauses  for 
the  payment  of  arrears  due  to  the  troops  of  Hanover,  which 
had  been  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain ;  and  for  a  reward 
of  one  hundred  thousaEnd  potmds^  to  be  paid  by  the  treasu- 
ry  to  any  person  who  should  apprehend  the  pretender  in 
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landings  or  attempting  to  Und,  in  any  part  of  die  Britsah 
dominiona.  Mn  Craggs,  who  had  been  despatched  to 
Hanover  before  the  queen  died,  returning  on  die  thirteendi 
day  of  August,  with  letters  from  the  lu^g  to  the  regency, 
diey  went  to  die  house  of  peers :  then  the  chancellor  in 
another  speech  to  both  houses,  intimated  his  majesty's  great 
satisfaction  in  the  loyalty  and  affection  which  his  people 
had  universally  expressed  at  his  accession.  Other  address- 
es wer6  voted  on  this  occasion.  The  commons  finished 
the  bill  for  the  civil  list,  and  one  for  making  some  altera- 
tions in  an  act  for  a  state  lottery,  which  received  the  royal 
assent  from  the  lords  justices.  Then  the  parliament  was 
prorogued. 

$  IV.  Mr.  Prior  having  notified  the  queen's  death  to 
the  court  of  Versailles,  Lewis  declared  that  he  would  in- 
violably maintain  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht, 
particularly  With  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the  British 
crown  in  the  house  of  Hanover.  The  earl  of  Stndford 
having  signified  the  same  event  to  the  states  of  Holland, 
and  the  resident  of  Hanover  having  presented  them  with  a 
letter,  in  which  his  master  claimed  the  performance  of  their 
guarantee,  they  resolved  to  perform  their  engagements,  and 
congratulated  his  electoral  highness  on  his  succession  to  the 
throne  of  Great  Britain.  They  invited  him  to  pass  through 
their  doQiinions,  and  assured  him  that  his  interests  were  aa 
dear  to  them  as  their  own.  The  chevalier  de  St.  George 
no  sooner  received  the  news  of  the  queen's  death,  than  he 
posted  to  ^  Versailles,  where  he  was  given  to  understand, 
that  the  king  of  France  expected  he  should  quit  his  terri- 
tories immediately ;  and  he  was  accordingly  obliged  to 
return  to  Lorraine.  By  this  time  Mr.  Murray  had  arrived 
in  England  from  Hanover,  with  notice  that  the  king  had 
deferred  his  departure  for  some  days.  He  brought  orders 
to  the  regency  to  prepare  a  patent  for  creadng  the  prince 
royal  prince  of  Wales ;  and  for  removing  lord  Bolingbroke 
from  his  post  of  secretary.  The  seals  were  taken  froin 
this  minister  by  the  dukes  of  Shrewsbury  and  Somerset, 
and  lord  Cowper,  who  at  the  same  time  sealed  up  all  the 
doors  of  his  office. 

$  V.  King  George  having  vested  the  government  of 
his  German  dominions  in  a  Council,  headed  by  his  brother 
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prince  Ernest,  set  out  with  the  electoral  prince  from  He« 
renhausen  on  the  thirty- first  day  of  August;  and  in  five 
days  arrived  at  the  Hague,  where  he  conferred  with  the 
states  general.  On  the  sixteenth  day  of  September  he  em* 
barked  at  Orange  Poldar,  under  convoy  of  an  English  and 
Dutch  squadron,  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Berkley ;  and 
next  day  arrived  at  the  Hope.  In  the  ilfternoon  the  yacht 
sailed  up  the  river ;  and  his  majesty,  with  the  prince,  were 
landed  from  a  barge  at  Greenwich,  about  six  in  the  even^* 
ing.  There  he  was  received  by  the  duke  of  Northum* 
berland,  captain  of  the  lifeguards,  and  the  lords  of  the 
regency.  From  the  landing  place  he  walked  to  his  house 
in  die  park,  accompanied  by  ii  great  number  of  the  nobility, 
and  other  persons  of  distinction,  who  had  the  honour  to  kiss 
his  hand  as  they  approached.  When  he  retired  to  his  hed* 
chamber,  he  sent  for  those  of  the  nobility  who  had  distin- 
guished themselves  by  their  zeal  for  his  succession :  but  th^ 
duke  of  Ormond,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  lord  Trevor  were 
not  of  the  number.  Next  morning,'  the  earl  of  Oxford 
presented  himself  with  an  air  of  confidence,  as  if  he  had 
expected  to  receive  some  particular  mark  of  his  majesty's 
favour :  but  he  had  the  mortifiCatibn  to  remain  k  consider- 
able time  undistinguished  among  the  crowd ;  and  then  was 
permitted  to  kiss  the  king's  hand,  without  being  honoured 
with  any  other  notice.  On  the  other  hand,  his  majesty  ex* 
pressed  uncommon,  regard  for  the'  duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  had  lately  arrived  in  England,  as  well  as  for  all  the 
leaders  of  the  whig  party. 

$  VI.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  this  prince,  as  well  as'a 
very  great  prejudice  to  the  nation,  that  he  had  been  misled 
into  strong  prepossessions  against  the  tories,  who  constitu* 
ted  such  a  considerable  part  of  his  subjects.  They  wer^ 
BOW  excluded  from  all  share  of  the  royal  favour,  which 
was  wholly  engrossed  by  their  enemies :  these  early  marks 
of  aversion,  which  he  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal,  alienated 
the  minds  of  many  from  his  person  and  government,  whp 
would  otherwise  have  served  them  with  fidelity  and  affec- 
tion. An  instantaneous  and  total  change  was  effected  iu 
all  offices  of  honour  and  advantage.'  The  duke  of  Ormond 
was  dismissed  fronpi  his  command,  which  the  king  restored 
to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  whom  he  likewise  appointed 
Vol*  II.  A  a 
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sfAon^l  of  (he  first  regiment  of  fi30tgiutr4ft»  ^d  imtster  of 
the  ordnance.      Tl)e  gres|t  ses^l  was  given  to  lord  Cowper  ; 
tf\ic  privy  sea}  tp  the  earl  of  Wharton;  the  government  of 
Ireland  to  the  earl  of  (Sunderland*     The  duke  of  Pevoa- 
fik\xe  w^  made  steward  of  the  household  :  lord  Townahen4 
Afid  ft(r*  Stanhope  w^re  appointed  secretaries  of  atate :  the 
post  of  sepretary  for  3cot)and  was  bestowed  upon  th^  duke 
pf  M optrpa^.    Th^  dul^e  of  Somerset  was  constituted  mas* 
ter  of  the  horse ;  the  duke  of  St.  Albans  captain  of  the 
hand  of  pensioQers ;  and  the  duke  of  Argyle  commander  in 
chief  of  the  fo^pes  in  Scotland.     Mr.  Pulteney  became  se- 
cret^y  at  war ;  and  Mr*  Walpole^  who  ha^  already  under- 
taken \o  inanage  the  hopse  of  commons^  was  gratified  with 
the  double  place  of  p^yn^aster  tp  the  army  and  to  Chelsea 
hospital.     J\  ilew'pr.ivy  oouncil  was  f^ppointed,  and  the  e^irl 
pf  Nottiiigham  declared  president :  bi^t  all  affairs  of  cpnae- 
quence  were  concerted  by  a  cabinet  council,  pr  junto,  com* 
posed  of  the  duke  of  Mau*Iborough,  the  earls  of  Nottingham ' 
and  Sunderland,  the  lords  Hatlifax,  Townshen4)  and  Somers, 
^^  general  Stanhope.     The  regency  had  alread^  removed 
sir  Cpns^antine  Phipps,  and  the  archbishop  of  Armagh  from 
the  offipe  of  lords  justices  of  Ireland,  and  filled  their  places 
in  the  regency  of  that  kingdom  with  the  archbishop  of  Dub- 
lin and  the  earl  pf  Kildare.    Allan  Brodcrick  was  appoint- 
ed chancellor :  another  privy  council  was  formed  ;  and  the 
duke  of  Ormond.  w^  named  as  one  of  the  members*    The 
treasury  and  admiralty  were  put  into  commission :  aU  the 
governments  were  changed :  and^  in  a  word,  the  whole  na- 
tion was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  whigs*     At  the 
fame  tipae^  the  prince  royal  was  declared  prince  of  Wales, 
^nd  took  his  place  in  council.     The  king  was  congratulated 
on  his  accession  in  addresses  from  the  two  universities,  and 
from  all  the  cities  and  corporations  \n  the  kingdom.      He 
expressed  particular  satisfaction  at  these  expressions  of  loy- 
^ty  and  affection.     lie  decls^red  in  council  his  firm  purpose 
to  support  and  mainuin  the  churches  of  England  imd  Scot- 
land as  they  were  by  law  established;  an  aim  which  he 
inaagined  might   be  effectually  accomplished,  without  im* 
pairing  the  toleration  allowed  by  law  to  protestant  dissen- 
ters^  au(i  so   necessary   to   the   trade  and  riches   of  the 
kingdom :  he  moreover,  assured  them  he  would  earnestly 
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endeavour  to  render  propertj  secar^ ;  the  gockl  effects  of 
which  were  iK>  where  so  clearly  »een  as  in  this  happy  nation* 
Before  the  coronation  he  created  tome  new  peers,  and  others 
were  promoted  to  higher  titles.**  On  the  twentieth  day  of 
October,  he  was  crowned  in  Westminster  with  the  usual 
tolemnity;  at  which  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  lord  Bolingbroke 
assisted.^  On  that  rery  day,  the  nnirersity  of  Oxford,  in 
full  convocation,  unanimously  conferred  the  degree  of  doc-* 
tor  of  civil  law  on  sir  Constantine  Phipps,  with  particular 
marks  of  honour  and  esteem.  As  the  French  king  was  said 
to  protract  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  Mr.  Prior  received 
orders  to  present  a  memorial  to  hasten  this  work,  and  to 
prevent  the  canal  of  Mardyke  from  being  finished.  The 
answer  which  he  received  being  deemed  equivocal,  thid 
minister  was  recalled,  and  the  earl  of  Stair  appointed  ambas*' 
sador  to' the  court  of  France,  where  he  prosecuted  this  affair 
with  uncommon  vigour.  Abouf  the  same  time,  general 
Cadogan  was  sent  as  plenipotentiary  to  Antwerp,  to  assist 
at  the  barrier  treaty,  negotiated  there  between  the  emperor 
and  the  states  general. 

$  VII.  Meanwhile^  the  number  6f  the  madcontents  in 
England  waa  considerably  increased  by  the  king's  attach- 
ment to  the  whig  faction.  The  clamour  of  the  church's 
being  in  danger  was  revived :  jealousies  were  excited ;  sedi- 
tious libels  dispersed;  and  dangerous  tumults  raised  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Birmingham,  Bristol, 
Chippenham,  Norwich,  and  Re^ng  were  filled  with  licen^ 
tious  riot*  The  party  cry  was,  "  down  with  the  whigs  ? 
**  Sacheverel  for  ever !"  Many  gentlemen  of  the  whig  fac- 
tion w^re  abused ;  magistnltes  in  towns,  and  justices  in  the 
country,  were  reviled  and  insulted  by  the  populace  in  th^ 
execotion  of  their  office.  The  pretender  took  this  opportu- 
nity to  transmit,  by  the  French  mail,  copies  of  a  printed 

b  Jameiy  lord  Cliaiidot,  waf  coreated  ewi  of  Gftenarnm— Leiris,  lord  Roek^ 
iiigliam,  earl  of  that  name-— Charles,  lord  Ossulton,  earl  of  Tankerville—Charles 
lord  Hafifin»  earl  of  Ifaiifia — H eneage,  kml  Goerosey,  eart  of  Aylesford — John* 
lord  Harvey,  earl  of  Bristol — ^ThoniAs,  lord  Pelham,  eaii  of  Clare-  -Henry,  earl  of 
Thomond,  m  Ireland,  yiscount  Tadeaater — James,  Tiscount  Castleton,  in  Ireland^ 
baioii  8andaf«0fi — ^Beniict,  lord  Bhermrdt  in  Ireland,  Km^qii  of  HarboroiKb-^- 
Gervase»iord  Pierrei>ont,  in  Irebtnd,  baron  Pierrepont,  in  the  eoanty  of  Bueks-— 
Heiii7  Bbyld,  baroir  of  Carleton,  in  the  eountr  of  York — sir  Kichard  Temple, 
baron  of  Cobham — ^Heaiy,  lord  Paget,  eaHl  of  Uzbridge. 

e  In  the  monlh  of  Oetober,  the  prinoess  of  Wales  arrived  in  England,  with 
her  two  eldest  daaghters,  the  prineeases  Anne  and  Amelia. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


138  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND.  1/14. 

manifesto  to  the  dukes  of  Shrewsbury,  Marlborough,  Ar- 
gyle,  and  other  noblemen  of  the  first  distinction.  In  this 
declaration  he  mentioned  the  good  intentions  of  his  sister 
towards  him,  which  were  prevented  by  her  deplorable  death* 
He  observed  that  his  people,'  instead  of  doing  him  and 
thenbelves  justice,  had  proclaimed  for  their  king  a  foreign 
prince,  contrary  to  the  fundamental  and  incontestable  laws 
of  hereditary  right,  which  their  pretended  acts  of  settlement 
could  never  abrogate.  These  papers  being  delivered  to  the 
$ecretaries  of  state,  th;q  king  refused  an  audience  to  the 
marquis  de  Laipberti^  minister  from  the  duke  of  Lorraine, 
on  the  supposition  that  thi^  manifesto  could  not  have  been 
prepared  or  transmitted  without  the  knowledge  and  counte- 
nance of  his  master.  The  marquis  having  communicated 
this  circumstance  to  the  duke,  that  prince  absolutely  denied 
his  having  been  privy  to  the  transaction,  and  declared  that 
the  chevalier  de  St.  George  came  into  Lorraine  by  the  di- 
rections, of  the  French  king,  whom  the  duke  could  not  dis- 
oblige without  exposing  his  territories  to  invasion.  Not- 
withstanding this  apology,  the  marquis  was  given  to 
Understand  'that  he  could  not  be  admitted  to  an  audience 
until  the  pretender  should  be  removed  from  the  dominions 
of  his  master :  he,  therefore,  quitted  the  kingdom  without 
further  hesitation.  Religion  was  still  mingled  in  all  politi- 
cal disputes.  The  high  churchmen  complained  that  impiety 
and  heresy  daily  gained  ground  from  the  connivance,  or  at 
least  the  supine  negligence  of  the  whig  prelates.  The  lower 
house  of  convocation  had,  before  the  queen^s  death,  declared 
that  a  bopk  pubUshed  by  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke  under  the  title 
of  *^  The  Scripture  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,"  contained  asser- 
tions contrary  to  the  catholic  faith.  They  sent  up  extracts 
from  this  performance  to  the  bishops  :  and  the  doctor  wrote 
an  answer  to  their  objections.  He  was  prevailed  upon  to 
write  an  apolog} ,  which  he  presented  to  the  upper  house ; 
btit  apprehending  it  might  be  published  separately,  and 
misunderstood,  he  afterwards  delivered  an  explanation  to 
the  bishop  of  London.  This  was  satisfactory  to  the  bish- 
ops »  but  the  lower  house  resolved,  that  it  was  no  recantation 
of  his  heretical  assertions.  The  disputes  about  the  Trinity 
increasing,  the  archbishop  and  bishops  received  directions, 
^vhich  were  published,  for  preserving  unity  in  the  church. 
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the  purity  of  the  christian  faith  concemtDg  the  Holy  Trinity, 
and  for  maintaining  the  peace,  and  quiet  of  the  state.  By 
these  every  preacher  was  restricted  fromndeliverihg  any  other 
doctrine  than  what  is  contained  in  the  holy  scriptures  with 
repect  to  the  Trinity ;  and  from  intermeddling  in  any  affairs 
of  state  or  government.  The  like  prohibition  was  extended 
to  those  who  should  wtite,  harangue,  or  dispute  on  the 
same  subjects. 

$  VIII.  llie  parliament  being  dissolved,  another  was 
called  by  a  very  extraordinary  proclamation,  in  which  the 
king  complained  of  the  evil  designs  of  men  disaffected  to 
his  succession;  and  of  their  having  misrepresented  his 
conduct  and  principles.  He  mentioned'  the  perplexity  of 
public  affairs,  the  interruption  of  commerce,  and  the  heavy 
debts  of  the  nation.  He  expressed  his  hope  that  his  loving 
subjects  would  send  up  to  parliament  the  fittest  persons  to 
redress  the  present  disorders ;  and  that  in  the  elections, 
they  wouM  have  a  particular  regard  to  such  as  hafl  express- 
ed a  firm  attachment  to  the  protestant  succession  when  it 
was  in  danger.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  pgotestant  suc- 
cession was  ever  in  danger.  How  then  was  this  declara- 
tion to  be  interpreted  ?  People  in  general  construed  it  into 
a  desigq  to  maintain  party  distinctions,  and  encourage  the 
whigs  to  the  full  exei^j^on  of  their  influence  in  the  elections ; 
into  a  renunciation  of  the  tones ;  and  as  the  first  flash  of 
that  vengeance  which  afterwards  was  seen  to  burst  upon 
the  heads  of  the  late  ministry.  When  the  eari  of  Straf- 
ford returned  from  Holland,  all  hjs  papers  were  seized  by 
an  order  from  the  secretary's  office.  Mr.  Prior  was  re- 
called from  France,  and  promised  to  discover  all  he  knew 
relating  to  the  conduct  of  Oxford's  administration.  Un- 
common vigour  was  exerted  on  both  sides  in  the  elections ; 
hut,  by  dint  of  the  moneyed  interest,  which  prevailed  in  most 
of  the  corporations  through  the  kingdom,  and  the  counte- 
nance of  the  ministry,  which  will  always  have  weight  with 
needy  and  venal  electors,  a  great  majority  of  whigs  was 
returned  both  in  England  and  Scotland. 

$  IX.  When  this  new  parliament  assembled  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  March  at  Westminster,  Mr.  Spenser 
Compton  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  commons.  On  the 
twenty.first  day  of  the  month,   the   king  appeared  in  the 
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houftd  of  IdrdSf  and  delivered  to  the  chMcellor  a  written 
speech,  which  was  read  in  presence  of  both  houses.  Hit 
majesty  thanked  his  faithful  and  loving  subjects  for  that 
zeal  and  firmness  they  had  shown  in  defence  of  the  protev 
tant  succession,  against  all  the  open  and  secret  practices 
which  had  been  used  to  defeat  it.  He  told  them  that  some 
conditions  of  the  peace,  easentiad  td  the  security  and  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  were  not  yet  duly  executed ;  and  that  the 
performance  of  the  whole  might  be  looked  upon  as  preca- 
rious, until  defensive  adliances  should  be  formed  to  guaran* 
tee  the  present  treaties.  He  observed,  that  the  pretender 
boasted  of  the  assistance  he  expected  in  England,  to  repair 
his  former  disappointment :  that  great  part  of  the  national 
trade  was  rendered  impracticable;  and  that  the  public 
debts  were  surprisingly  increased  even  since  the  fatal  ces* 
sation  of  arms.  He  gave  the  commons  to  understand, 
that  the  branches  of  the  revenue  formerly  granted  for  the 
support  of  the  civil  government,  were  so  far  incumbered 
and  alienateclf  that  the  produce  of  the  funds  which  remain*- 
ed,  and  had4ken  granted  to  him,  would  fall  short  of  what 
was  at  first  designed  for  maintaining  the  honour  and  digni* 
ty  of  the  crown ;  that  as  it  was  his,  and  their  happiness  to 
see  a  prince  of  Wales  who  might  in  due  time  succeed  him 
on  the  throne,  and  to  see  him  blessef^with  many  children; 
these  circumstances  would  naturally  occasion  an  expense  10 
which  the  nation  had  not  been  for  many  years  accustomed ; 
and,  therefore,  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  think  of  it 
with  that  affection  which  he  had  reason  to  hope  from  hit 
commons.  He  desired  that  no  unhappy  divisions  of  par* 
ties  might  divert  them  from  pursuing  the  common  interest 
of  their  country.  He  declared  that  the  established  consti^ 
tution  in  church  and  state  should  be  the  rule  of  his  govern- 
ment; and  that  the  happiness,  ease,  ^and  prosperity  of  his 
|>eople  should  be  the  chief  care  of  his  life.  He  c«mcla- 
ded  with,  expressing  his  confidence,  that  with  their  assis- 
tance he  should  disappoint  the  designs  of  those  who  wanted 
to  deprive  him  of  that  blessing  which  he  most  valued— -the 
affection  of  his  people. 

$  X.  Speeches  suggested  by  a  vindictive  ministry  bet- 
ter became  the  leader  of  an  incensed  party,  than  the  father 
and  sovereign  of  a  divided  people.     This  declaration  por- 
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tended  measDres  which  it  was  the  interest  of  the  crown  to 
avoid,  and  suited  the  temper  of  the  majority  io  both  houses, 
whi^h  breathed  nothing  but  destruction  to  their  political 
adversaries.     The  lords,  in  their  address  of  thanks,  pro-* 
fessed  their  hope  that  bis  majesty,  assisted  by  the  paxiia* 
meat,   would   be   able   to   recover  the  reputation  of  the 
kiogdooi  in  foreign  paru,  the  loss  of  which  they  hoped  to 
coDvince  the  world  by  their  actions  was  by  no  means  to  be 
imputed  to'the  nation  in  general*     The  tories  s^  this  wa& 
%n  invidious  reflection,  calculated  to  mislead  and  inflame 
the  people ;  for  the  reputation  of  the  kingdom  had  never 
been  so  high  as  at  this  very  juncture*     The  commons  pre- 
tended astonishment  to  find  that  any  condition^  of  the 
late  peace  should  not  yet  be  duly  executed;    and  that 
care  was  not  taken  to  form  ^uch  alliances  as  might  have 
rendered  the  peace  not  precarious.     They  declared  their 
resolution  to  inquire  into  these  fatal  miscarriages;  to  trace 
out  those  measures  whereon  the  pretender  (^aced  his  hopes, 
and  bring  the  authors  of  then^  to  condign  punishment. 
Tkese  addresses  were  not  voted  without  oppi^ition*.    In 
the  house  of  lords,  the  dukes  of  Buckingham  and  Shrews-. 
bury,  the  earl  of  Anglesey,  the  archbishop  of  York,  and 
other  peers,  both  secular  and  ecclesiastical,  observed,  that 
their  address  was  injurious  to  the  late  queen's  memory, 
and  would  serve  only  to  increase  tliose  unhappy  divisions 
that  distracted  the  kingdom*      In  the  lower  hoi^e,  sir 
WiUiaaa  Wyndham,  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr*  Shippen,  general 
Roas,  sir  William  Whitelock,  and   other  members  took 
sxceptiona  to  passages  of   the    same  nature,  in  the  adk 
dress    which    the  commons  had  prepared.      They  were 
aoswered  by  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Secre-      ^ 
tary  Stanhope.     These  gentlemen  took  occasion  to  declare, 
tha^  notwithstanding  the  endeavours  which  had  been  use4 
to  prevent  a  discovery  of  the  late  mismanagements,  by 
conveying  away  several  papers  from  the  secretary's  oflSice, 
yet  the  government  ha4  sufficient  evidence  left,  to  prove. 
the  late  ministry  the  most  corrupt  that  ever  sat  at  the 
belm ;  that  those   matten  would  soon  be  laid  before  die     " 
house,  when  it  would  appear  that  a  certain  English  general 
had  acted  in  concert  with,   if  not  received  orders   from, 
mareschal  de  Villars^     Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  bad  hitherto 
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appeare^d  in  public,  as  usual,  with  remarkable  serenity,  and 
spoke  in  the  hou.se  of  lords  with  great  freedom  and  confi- 
dence,  thought  it  was  now  high  time  to  consult  his  per- 
sonal safety/  He  accordingly  withdrew  to  the  continent, 
leaving  a  letter  which  was  afterwards  printed  in  his  justi- 
fication. In  this  pap^r,  he  declared  he  had  received  cer- 
tain and  repeated  informations,  that  a  resolution  was  taken 
to  pursue  him  to  the  scaffold ;  that  if  there  had  been  the 
least  reason  to  hope  for  a  fair  and  open  trial,  after  having 
been  already  prejudged,  unheard,  by  the  two  houses  of 
parliament,  he  should  not  have  declined  the  strictest 
examination.  He  challenged  the  most  inveterate  of  his 
enemies  to  produce  any  one  instance  of  criminal  corres- 
pondence, or  the  least  corruption  in  any  part  of  the  admin- 
istration in  which  he  was  concerned.  He  said,  if  his  zeal 
for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  royal  mistress,  and  the 
true  interest  of  his  country,  had  any  where  transported  him 
to  let  slip  a  warm  and  unguarded  expressit^n,  he  hoped  the 
most  favourable  interpretation  would  be  put  upon  it.  He 
aflEirmed,  that  he  had  served  her  majesty  faithfully  and  du- 
tifully in  that  especially  which  she  had  most  at  heart,  re- 
lieving her  people  from  a  bloody  and  expensive  war ;  and 
that  he  had  always  been  too  much  an  Englishman  to 
sacrifice  the  interest  of  his  country  to  any  foreign  ally 
whatsoever. 

$  XI.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  violence  against  the  late 
ministers,  friends  were  not  wanting  to  espouse  their  cause 
in  the  face  of  opposition ;  and  even  in  some  addresses  to 
the  king  their  conduct 'was  justified.*  Nay,  some  indi- , 
viduals  had  courage  enough  to  attack  the  present  adminis- 
tration. When  a  motiQn  was  made  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, to  consider  the  king's  proclamation  for  calling  a  new 
parliament,  air  William  Whitelock,  member  for  the  univer- 
sity of  Oxford,  boldly  declared  it  was  unprecedented  and  un- 
warrantable. Being  called  upon  to  explain  himself,  he 
made  an  apology.  Nevertheless,  sir  William  Wyndham 
rising  up,  said,  the  proclamation  was  not  only  unprece- 
dented and  unwarrantable,  but  even  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  the  very  being  of  parliaments*   When  challenged 
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to  justify  his  charge,  he  observed,  that  every  member  was 
free  to  speak  his  thoughts.  Some  exclaimed,  ^^  the  Tower  * 
*'  the  Tower!"  A  warm  debate  ensued;  sir  William  being 
ordered  to  witlidraw,  was  aecompanied  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty«-nine  members ;  and  those  who  remained  in  the 
house  resolved^  that  he  should  be  reprimanded  by  the 
speaker.  He  was  accordingly  rebuked,  for  having  pre- 
suiaed  to  reflect  on  his  majesty's  proclamation,  and  having 
made  an  unwarrantable  use  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
granted  by  his  majesty.  Sir  William  said,  he  was  not 
conscious  of  having  offered  any  indignity  to  his  majesty,  or 
of  having  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege :  that  he 
acquiesced  in  the  determination  of  the  house ;  but  had  no 
thanks  to  give  to  these  gentlemen  who,  under  pretence  of 
lenity,  had  subjected  him  to  tlus  censure. 

§  XIL  On  the  ninth  day  of  April,  general  Stanhope 
delivered  to  the  house  of  commons  fourteen  volumes,  con-* 
stating  of  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  late  negotiations  of 
peace  and  commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  cessation  of  arms ; 
and  moved  that  they  might  b^  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  twenty  persons,  who  should  digest  the  substance  of  them 
under  proper  heads,  and  report  them,  with  their  observations 
to  the  house.  One  more  was  added  to  the  number  of  this 
secret  committee,  which  was  chosen  by  ballot,  and  met  that 
same  evening.  Mr*  Robert  Walpole,  orrg^nal  chairman, 
being  taken  ill,  was  succeeded  in  that  place  by  Mr.  Stan* 
hope.  The  whole  number  was  subdivided  into  three  com* 
mittees :  to  each  a  ceruin  number  of  books  was  allotted ; 
and  they  carried  on  the  inquiry  with  great  eagerness  and 
expedition*  Before  this  measure  was  taken,  Dr.  Gilben 
Burnet,  bishop  of  Sarum,  died  of  a  pleuritic  fever,  in  the 
seveaty*second  year  of  his  age.  Immediately  aftjcr  the 
committee  had  begun  to  act,  the  whig  party  lost  one  of  their 
warmest  champions,  by  the  death  of  die  marquis  of  Whar* 
ton,  a  nobleman  possessed  of  happy  talents  for  the  cabinet, 
the  senate,  and  the  common  scenes  of  life ;  tdents,  which  a 
life  of  pleasure  and  libertinism  did  not  prevent  him  from 
employing  with  surprising  vigour  and  application.  The 
committee  of  the  lower  house  taking  the  civil  list  into  con* 
sidcration,  examined  several  papers  relating  to  that  revenue. 
The  tories  observed,  that  from  the  seven  hundred  thousand 
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pounds  granted  annuaHy  to  king  WiUiam,  fifty  thoasand  . 
pounds  were  alloctcd  to  \he  late  queen,  when  princess  of 
Denmark ;  twenty  thousand  pounds  to  the  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter; and  twice  that  sum,  as  a  dowry,  to  James's  queen : 
.that  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  had  been  yearly 
deducted  from  the  revenues  of  the  late  queen^s  civil  list, 
and  applied  to  other  uses ;  notwithstanding  which  deduc- 
tion, ahe  had  honourably  maintained  her  family,  and  sup- 
ported the  dignity  of  the  crown.  In  the  course  of  the 
debate  some  wami  altercation  passed  between  lord  Guern- 
sey and  one  of  the  members,  who  affirmed  that  the  late 
^ministry  had  used  the  whigs,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  nation 
m  such  a  manner,  that  nothing  they  should  suffer  could 
be  deemed  hardship.  At  length  the  house  agreed  that  the 
sum  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  dear  should  be 
granted  for  the  civil  list  during  his  majesty's  life.  A  mo* 
lion  being  made  for  an  address  against  pensions,  it  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Walpole,  and  overruled  by  the  majority. 
The  lords  passed  the  bill  for  regulating  the  land  forces, 
with  some  amendments. 

$  XIII.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  sir  John 
l^orris  sailed  with  a  strong  squadron  to  the  Baltic,  in. 
order  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  nation,  which  had 
suffered  from  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  caused  all  ships 
trading  to  those  parts  to  be  seized  and  confiscated.  That 
prince,  had  rejected  the  treaty  of  neutrality  concerted  by 
the  allies  for  the  security  of  the  empire ;  and  considered 
the  English  and  Dutch  as  his  enemies.  The  ministers  of 
England  and  the  states  general  had  presented  memorials  to 
the  regency  of  Sweden ;  but  finding  no  redress,  they  re- 
solved to  p»tect  their  trade  by^forct'of  arms.  After  the 
Swedish  general,  Steenboch,'  and  his  army  were  made 
prisoners,  count  Wellen  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  admin- 
istration of  Holstein  Gottorp,  by  which  the  towns  of 
Stetin  and  Wismar  were  sequestered  into  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  Prussia;  the  administrator  engaged  to  secure 
them,  and  all  the  rest  of  Swedish  Pomerania^  from  the 
Poles  and  Muscovites ;  but,  as  the  governor  of  Pomerania 
refused  to  comply  with  this  treaty,  thdse  allies  marched 
into  the  province,  subdued  the  island  of  Rugen,  and  obli- 
ged Ste^  to  surrender.     Then  the  governor  consented  to 
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the  aequestration,  and^  paid  to  the  Poles  and  JH useovttee 
four  hundred  thomand  rix  dolUrs,  to  indemnify*  thenv  for 
the  expense  of  the  siege.  The  king  of  Sweden  returning 
£fom  Turkey,-  rejected  the  treaty  of  sequestration,  and 
insisted  upon  Stetin's  being  restored,  without  his  repayiilg 
t^e  money.  As  this  monarch  likewise  threatened  to  in- 
vade the  electorate  of  Saxony,  and  chastise  his  false  friend-; 
kiug  George,  for  the  security  of  his  German  dominions, 
coDcloded  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  by  which 
the^otchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  whkh  had  been  taken 
from  the  Swedes  in  his  absence,  were  made  over  to  his 
Britannic  majesty,  oii  condition  that  he  should  immediataly 
declare  war  against  Sweden*  Accordingly,  he  ,took  pos* 
session  of  the  dutchfes  in  October;  published  a  dechu 
ration  of  war  against  Charka  in  his  German  dominions  $ 
and  detached  six  thousaiid  Haiu>verians  to  join  die  Danes 
and  Prussians  in  Pomerania.  These  allies  reduced  the 
islands  of  Rugen  and  Uledon,  and  attacked  the  towns  of 
Wismar  and  Stralsund,  from  which  last  place  Charles  was 
obliged  to  retire  in  a  vessel  to  Schonen*  He  'assembled  a 
body  of  troops  with  which  he  proposed  to  pass  the  Sound 
upon  the  ice,  and  attack  Copenhagen  t  but  was  diMtppointed 
by  a  sudden  thaw.  Nevertheless,  he  refused  to  return  to 
Stockholm,  which  he  had' not  seen  fi>r  siacteen  years?,  but 
remained  at  Carlescroon^  in  order  to  hasten  his  fleet  for  the 
retief  of  Wismar. 

$  XIV.  The  spirit  of  discontent  and  disaffection  seem- 
ed to  gain  grottnd  every  day  in  England.  Notwithstanding 
proclamations  against  riots,  and  orders  of  the  justices  for 
maintaining  the  peace,  repeated  tumults  were  raised  by  the 
malcontents  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster. 
Those  who  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  the  king^s  birth- 
day with  the  usual  marks  of  joy  and  festivity,  were  msulted 
by  the  populace ;  but  next  day,  whioh  was  tlie  anniversary 
of  the  restoration,  the  whole  city  was  lighted  up  with  bon- 
fires and  illuminations,  and  echoed  with  die  sooiid  of  mtrth 
and  tumultuous  Rejoicing.  The  people  even  oUtged  the 
Hfeguards,  who  patroled  tl:irougfa  the  streets,  to  join  in  the 
ciy  of  ^^  Highchurch  and  Ormond !"  and  in  Smithfteld 
they  burned  the  picture  of  king  William.  Thirty  persons 
were  imprisoned  for  being  conoeroed  in  these  riots.     One 
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Bouraois,  a  sclioohnaster,  who  aiBtmed  that  king  George 
had  no  right  to  the  crown,  was  triedt  and  acpurged  through 
the  elty^  with  such  aeverity^  that  in  a  few  days  Ite  expired 
in  the  utmost  torture*  A  frivolous  incident  served  to  in* 
crease  the  popular  ferment.  The  shirts  allowed  to  tke 
first  regiment  of  guards^  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, were  so  coarse,  that  the  soldiers  could  hardly  be 
persunded  to  wear  them.  Some  were  dirown  into  the  gar- 
den of  the  king's  palace,  and  into  that  which  belonged  to 
the  duke  of  Marlborough.  A  detachment,  in  marcUng 
through  the  city,  produced  them  to  the  view  of  the  shop- 
keepers and  passengers,  exclaiming,  ^^  These  are  the  Maa- 
^'  wer  shirts*''  The  couit  being  informed  of  this  clamoar, 
ordtlre4  those  new -shins  to  be  burned  immediately;  but 
even  \hi8  aa(}rifiee,  and  an  advertisement  published  by  the- 
duke  of  Marlborough  in  hia  own  vindication,  did  not  acquit 
that  general  of  suspicion  that  he  was  concerned  in  this 
mean  species  of  peculation.  A  reward  of  fifty  pounds  was 
ofivred  by  the  government  to  any  person  that  would  dis- 
jcdver  one  captain  Wight,  who,  by  an  intercep^d  letter, 
appeared  to  be  disaffected  to  king  George;  and  Mr. 
George  Jefferies  was  seized  at  Dublin,  with  a  packet, 
dinected  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  dean  of  St.  Patricks. 
Several  treasona]>le  papen  beiitg  found  in  this  packet, 
were  transmitted  to  England;  Jefferies  was  obliged  to 
give  ball  for  his  appearance;  and  Swift  thought  proper 
to  ^bsgood* 

$  Xy.  "^rbe  house  of  lords,  to  demonstrate  their  ab« 
horrence.of  all  who  should  engage  in  conspiracies  against 
their  sovereign,  rejected  with  indignation  a  petition  prearmted 
to  them  in  behalf  of  Blackburn,  Ca&ils,  Bsmarde,  Mel- 
dtmm,  ftnd  Chambers,  who  had  hitherto  continued  prison- 
ess,  for  having  conspired  against  the  U£e  of  king  WiUisiai* 
On  the  ninth  day  of  June^  Mr.  Walpok,  as  chairman  of 
the  secret  committee,  declared  to  the  house  of  conunosis, 
that  the  report  was  ready ;  and  in  the  mean  time  moved, 
that  a  warrant  might  be  issued  by  Mr.  Speaker,  for  appre- 
hending several  persons,  particularly  Mr.  Matthew  Prior 
and  Mr.  Thomas  H-irley,  who  being  in  the  house,  wore  im- 
mediatcl)?  taken  into  custody*  Then  h^  recited  the  report, 
ninged  kxmdtT  xh^sG  dififcrent  heads ;  <he  clandestine  negotia- 
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tion  With  monsieur  Menager :  ihe  estraordinary  measurea. 
puraued  to  form  the  congraaa  at  Utrecht :  the  trifling  of  the 
Freikeli  plenipotentiariea,  by  the  conaivance  of  the  British 
ministers:  the  oegotiatton  about  the  renunciation  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy:  the  fatal  suspension  of  arms:  tlie 
seiaMire  of  Ghent  and  Bruges,  in  ordrr  to  distress  the  al- 
lies and  favour  the  Ffeach :  the  duke  of  Onnond's  acting 
in  concert  with  th«  French  general :  the  lord  Bolingbroke's 
joitmuey  to  France,  to  negotiate  h  separate  p«race :  Mr. 
Prior's  and  the  dtike  of  Shrewsbury's  nt^gotiation  in  France  -i 
the  precipitaite  condasAon  of  the  peace  fM  Utrecht.  The  re* 
poirt  being  read^  sir  liiomas  Uaumer  moved,  that  the  con- 
sideration  of  it  should  he  adjourned  to  a  certain  day ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  the  report  sliould  be  printed  for  the 
perusal  of  the  members  i  he  was  seconded  by  the  tories :  a 
debate  ei^uedi  and  the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  great 
majority* 

$  XVI*  This  point  being  gained,  Mr.  Walpole  im-. 
peached  Henry  lord  viscount  Bolingbroke  of  high  treason, 
and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford  declared  his  opinion,  Uiat  nothing  mentioned  in  the 
report,  in  relation  to  lord  Bolingbroke,  amounted  to  high 
treason ;  and  general  lioss  expressed  the  same  sentiment. 
Then  .lord.  Coninaby  standing  up,  *'*'  The  worthy  chairnuin 
^^  (said  he)  has  impeached  the  hand^but  I  impeach  the  head : 
^*  he  has  impeached  the  clerk,  and  I  the  justice  :  he  has  im- 
*^  peached  the  scholar,  and  I  the  master.  I  impeach  Robert 
^^  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  of  high  treason,  and  other 
^^  crimes  and  misdemeanors."  Mr.  Auditor  Harley,  the 
earl'a  brgAher,  spoke  in  vindication  of  that  minister.  He 
affirmed  be  had  done  nothing  but  by  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  his  sovereign :  that  the  peace  was  a  good  peace, 
and  apfMroved  as  such  by  two  parliaments;  and  that  the 
facts  charged  to  him  in  the  report  amounted  only  to  misde- 
meanors : .  if  the  sanction  of  a  parliament,  which  is  the  re- 
presentative and  legislature  of  the  nation,  be  not  sufficient 
to  protect  a  minister  from  the  vengeance  of  his  enemies,  be 
can  have  no  security.  Mr.  Auditor  Foley,  the  earPs  bro- 
ther-in-law, made  a  speech  to  the  same  purpose  :  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll,  a  staunch  whig,  and  member  of  the  secret  commit- 
tee, expressed  his  doubt,  whether  they  had  Sufficient  matter 
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or  evidence  to  impeach  the  earl  of  high  treason.  Never- 
theless, the  house  resolved  to  impeach  him,. without  a  dhri- 
ston.  When  he  appeared  in  the  house  bf  lords  next  day, 
he  found  himself  deserted  by  his  brother  peers,  as  infec- 
tious ;  and  retired  with  signs  of  confusion.  Prior  and  Harley 
having  been  examined  by  such  of  the  committee  as  were 
justices  of  the  peace  foj  Middlesex,  Mr.  Walpole  inibrmed 
the  house  that  matters  of  such  impohance  appeared  in  Pri- 
or's examination,  that  he  was  directed  to  move  them  ibr 
that  member's  being  closely  confined.  Prior  was  accord- 
ingly imprisoned,  and  cut  off  from  all  communication.  On 
the  twenty-first  day  of  June,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  im- 
peached James,  duke  of  Ornftoad,  of  high  treason,  and  other 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  Mr.  Archibald  Hutch- 
kison,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  trade,  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  duke.  He  expatiated  on  his  noble  hirth  and  qualifi- 
cations :  he  enumerated  the  great  services  performed  to  the 
crown  and  nation  t^  his  grace  and  his  ancestors :  he  ob- 
served, that  in  the  whole  course  of  his  late  conduct,  he  had 
only  obeyed  the  queen's  commands ;  and4ie  affirmed  that 
all  allegations  against  him  could  not,  in  the  rigour  of  the 
law,  be  construed  into  high  treason*  Mr*  Hutchinson  was 
seconded  by  general  Lumley,  who  urged  that-the  duke  of 
Ormond  had  on  all  occasions  given  signal  proofs  of  his  af- 
fection for  his  country,  as  well  as  of  personal  courage ;  and 
that  he  had  generously  expended  the  best  part  of  his  estate, 
by  living  abroad  in^  a  most  noble  and  sptendid  manner,  for 
the  honour  of  his  sovereign;  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  said  if  there 
wns  room  for  mercy,  he  hoped  it  would,  be  shown  to  that 
noble,  generous,  and  courageous  peer,  who  had  in  a  course 
of  many  years  exerted  those  great  accomplishments  for  the 
good  and  honour  of  his  country ;  that,  as  the  statute  of  Ed- 
ward III.  on  which  the  charge  of  high  treason  against  him 
was  to  be  grounded,  had  been  mitigated  by  Hubsequent  acts, 
the  house  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  tb  take  advantage  of 
that  act  against  the  duke,^  but  only  impeach  him  of  high 
r rimes  and  misdemeanors.  General  Ross,  sir  William 
Wvndham,  and  the  speakers  of  that  party,  did  not  al>an- 
don  the  diikc  in  this  emergency ;  but  all  their  arguments 
nnd  eloquence  were  lost  upon  the  other  faction,  by  which 
thev  vver»*  greatly  outnumbered,     'i'he  question  being  put. 
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ras  carried  for  the  impeachment  of  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
vho  perceiring  every  thiag^  condofcted  by  a  furioiu  spirit  bf 
revenge,  and  that  he  could  not  expect  the  benefit  of  an  im- 
partial trial,  consulted  his  own  safety,  by  withdrawing  him- 
self from  the  kingdom.  On  the  twenty-second  day  of  June, 
the  eail  of  Strafford  was  likewise  impeached  by  Mr*  Aisla- 
by,  for  having  advised  the  fatal  suspension  of  arms,  and  the 
seizing  of  Ghent  and  Bruges ;  as  well  as  for  having  treated 
die  most  serene  house  of  Hanover  with  insolence  and  con- 
tempt. He  was  also  defended  by  his  friends,  but  avcrp6w- 
ered  by  his  enemies. 

$  XVIL  When  the  articles  against  the  eari  of  .Oxford 
were  read  in  the  house,  a  warm  debate  arose  upon  the 
eleventh,  by  which  he  was  charged  with  having  advised 
the  French  king  in  what  manner  Toi&may  might  be  gmned 
from  the  states  general.     The  question  being  put,  whether 
this  article  amouuted  to  hi^  treason  I  sir  Robert  I(a3rmond, 
formeiiy  solicitor  general,  maintained  the  negative,  and  was  , 
supported  not  only  by  sir  William  Wyndham,  and    the 
tories,  but  also  by  Mr  Joseph  Jekyll.     This  honest  patriot 
Slid  it  was  ever  his  principle  to  do  justice  to  every  body, 
from  the  hi^^est  to  the  lowest ;  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
an  honest  man  never  to  act  by  a  spirit  of  party :  that  he 
hoped  he  might  pretend  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  laws 
.  of  the  kingdom ;  and  would  not  scruple  to  declare,  that,  in 
his  judgment,  the  charge  in  question  did  not  amount  to 
high  treason*     Mr*  Walpole  answered  with  great  warmth, 
that  there  were  several  persons  both  in  and  out  of  the  com* 
mittee,  who  did  not  in  the  least  yield  to  that  member  in 
point  of  honesty,  and  who  were  superior  to  him  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  laws,  yet  were  satisfied  that  the  charge 
Bpccified  in  the  eleventh  article  amounted  to  high  treason. 
This  pointi>eing  decided  against  the  earl,  and  the  other «r^ 
tides  approved  by  the  house,  lord  Coninsby,  attended  by 
the  whig  members,  impeached  the  earl  of  Oxford  at  the 
bar  of  die  house  of  lords,  demanding  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  might  be  sequestered  from  parliament,  and  committed  ^ 
to  safe  custody.    A  motion  was  made,  thit  the  considera- 
tion of  the  ardcles  might  be  adjourned*    After  a  short  de- 
bate the  articles  were  read  i   then  the  tory  lords  moved , 
diat  the  judges  liiight  be  considted*     The  motion  being 
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rejected,  another  was  made,  that  the  earl  should  b^ 
committed  to  safe  custody;  this  occasiooed  another  de«- 
bate,  in  which  he  himself  spoke  to  the  following  pur* 
pose;  that  the  whole  charge  nught  be  reduced  to  the 
negotiatioos  and  conclusion  of  the  peace;  diat  the  na- 
tion wanted  a  peace,  he^  said,  n^bod^r  would  deny ;  that 
the  condijtions  of  the  peace  wens  as  good  as  could  be  ex- 
pected, considering  the  backwardaess  and  reluctancy  which 
some  of  the  allies  showed  to  cone  into  the  queen's  mea- 
sures :  that  the  peace  was  approved  by  two  successive  par- 
liametite ;  that  he  had  no  share  in  the  affsir  of  ToUmay, 
which  was  wholly  transacted  br  that  unfortunate  nobleman 
who  has  thought  fit  to  step  asiiie :  that,  for  his  own  part,  he 
always  acted  by  the  immedi;;te  directions  and  commands  o£ 
the  late  queen,  without  oSt^uding  agunst  any  known  law; 
and,  being  justified  by  hix  own  conscience,  was  unconcerned 
for  the  life  of  an  insignificant  old  man ;  that,  if  ministers 
of  state,  acting  by  the  immediate  commands  of  their  sove- 
reign, are  afterwards  to  be  made  accountable  for  their  pro- 
ceedings, it  might  one  day  or  other  be  the  case  with  all  the 
members  of  that  august  assembly ;  tliat  he  did  not  doubt 
their  lordships,  out  of  regard  to  themselves,  would  give 
him  an  equitable  hearing :  and  that  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  inquiry  it  would  appear  he  had  merited  not  only  the 
indulgence^  but  even  tlie  favour  of  his  government.  ^^  My 
^*'  lords  (sHid  he)  I  am  now  to  take  my  leave  of  your  lordships, 
^^  and  oi  this  honourable  house,  perhaps  for  ever;  I  shall 
^^  lay  down  my  life  widi  pleasure  in  a  cause  favoured  by 
^*'  my  late  dear  royal  mistress.  When  I  consider  tliat  I  am 
^^  to  be  judged  by  the  justice,  honour,  and  virtue  of  my 
^^  peers,  I  shall  acquiesce,  and  retire  with  great  content ; 
'^  and,  my  lords,  God's  will  be  done.''  The  duke  of 
Shrewsbury  having  acquainted  the  house  that  the  earl  was 
very  much  indisposed  with  the  gravel,  he  was  su&red  to 
remain  at  Kis  own  house,  in  custody  of  the  black  rod ;  in  his 
way  thither  he  was  attended  by  a  great  multitude  of  people, 
crying,  ^^  High  Church,  Ormond  and  Oxford,  for  ever!'' 
Next  day  he  was  brought  to  the  bar ;  where  he  received  a 
copy  of  the  articles,  and  was  allowed  a  month  to  prepare 
his  answer.  Though  Dr.  Mead  declared  that  if  the  carl 
tthould  he  sent  to  the  Tower  his  life  would  be  in  danger,  it 
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was  carried,  on  a  divUion,  that  he  thould  be  conveyed 
thither,  on  the  sixteemh  day  of  July.  During  the  debate,  the 
eari  of  Anglesey  observed  that  these  impeachments  were 
disagreeable  to  the  nation ;  and  that  it  was  to  be  feared 
such  violent  measures  would  mal^e  the  sceptre  shake  in  the 
king's  hands*  This  expression  kindled  the  whole  house  in- 
to a  flame.  Some  ^members  cried,  ^^  To  the  Tower  !*'  some, 
''  To  order !"  The  earl  of  Sunderland  deckred,  that  if  these 
words  had  been  spoken  in  another  place,  he  would  have 
called  the  person  that  spoke  them  to  an  account:  in  tho 
memk  time,  ha.  moved  that  the  noble  lord  should  lexplain 
himself.  Anglesey,  dreading  the  resentment  of  the.house, 
was  glad  to  make  an  apology :  which  was  accepted,  llie 
eari  of  Oxford  was  attended  to  the  Tower  by  a  prodigious 
concourse  of  people,  who  did  not  scn^>le  to  exclaim  against 
his  persecutors.  Tumults  were  raised  in  Staffordshire, 
and  othor  parts  of  the  kingdom,  against  the  whig  party, 
which  had  depressed  the  friends  of  the  church,  and  eml^roiled 
the  nation.  The  house  of  commons  presented  an  address 
to  the  king,  desiring  that  the  laws  might  be  vigorously  exe^ 
cated  against  the  rioters.  They  prepared  the  proclamation 
act,  decreeing,  that  if  any  persons,  to  the  number  <ki  twelve, 
unlawfully  assembled,  should  continue  together  one  hour 
after  having  been  required  to  disperse  by  a  justice  of  peace 
or  other  officer,  and  heard  the  proclamation  against  riots  read 
in  public,  they  should  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony  without 
benefit  of  elergy. 

^  XIIL  Whe»  the  king  went  to  the  house  of  peers, 
on  the  twenrieth  day  of  July,  to  give  the  royal  as8«it  to 
this,  and  some  othor  bills,  he  told  both  houses  that  a  rebel- 
lion was  actually  begun  at  home  ;  and  that  the  nation  was 
threatened  with  an  invasion  from  abroad.  He,  therefore, 
expected  that  the  commons  would  not  leave  the  kingdom  in 
a  defenceless  condition,  but  enable  him  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  should  be  necessary  for  the  public  safety.  Ad- 
dresses in  the  usual  style  were  immediately  presented  by 
the  parliament,  the  convocation,  the  common  council  and 
lieutenancy  of  London,  and  the  two  universities :  but  that 
of  Oxford  was  received  in  the  most  contemptuous  manner: 
and  the  deputies  were  charged  with  disloyalty,  on  account 
of  a  fray  which  had  happened  between  some  recruiting 
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oSeers-  aod  the  ttholars  of  the  uniTvnity*  The  addresses 
Atmr  die  kirk  of  Scotbmd,  and  the  dissenting  ministers  of 
London  snd  Westminster,  met  widi  a  much  more  gracious 
reception.  The  parliament  ferthwidi  passed  a  bill,  em- 
povrering  the  king  to  secnre  suspected  persons,  and  to 
suspend  the  habeas  corpus  act  in  that  time  of  danger.  A 
clause  was  added  to  a  money  bill,  oSering  the  reward  of 
One  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  such  as  should  seize  the 
pretender  dead  or  alive.  Slir  George  Bvng  was  sent  to 
take  the  command  of  the  fleet :  general  Earie  repaired  to 
his  government  of  Portsmouth :  the  guards  were  encamped 
in  Hyde  Park  t  lord  Irwin  was  appcrinted  governor  of  Hull, 
in  the  room  of  brigadier  Sutton,  who,  together  whh  lord 
Windsor,  the  generals  Ross,  Webb,  and  Stuart,  were  dis- 
missed from  the  service.  Orders  were  given  for  nusing 
thirteen  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  eight  of  infantry;  and 
the  trained  bands  were  kept  in  readiness  to  suppress  tu- 
mults. In  the  midst  of  these  transactions  the  commons 
added  six  ankles  to  those  exhibited  agunst  the  earl  of 
Oxford.  Lord  BoKngbroke  was  impeached  at  the  bar  of 
the  house  of  lords  by  Mr.  Walpole.  Bilk  being  brought 
in  to  summon  him  and  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  surrender 
themselves  by  the  tenth  of  September,  or,  in  default  thereof, 
to  attaint  them  of  high  treason,  they  passed  both  houses, 
and  received  the  royal  assent.  On  the  last  day  of  August, 
the  commons  agreed  to  die  articles  against  the  eari  of 
Strafford,  which  being  presented  to  the  house  of  lords,  the 
earl  made  a  speech  in  his  own  vindication.  He  complained 
diat  his  papers  had  been  seized  in  an  unprecedented  man- 
ner. He  said)  if  he  had  in  his  letters  or  discoone  dropped 
any  unguarded  expressions  against  some  foreign  ministers, 
while  he  had  the  honour  to  represent  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  he  hoped  they  would  not  be  accounted  criminal  by 
a  British  house  of  peers :  he  desired  he  might  be  allowed 
a  competent  time  to  answer  the  articles  brought  against 
him,  and  have  duplicates  of  all  the  papers  whkh  bad  either 
been  laid  before  the  co^imittee  of  secrecy,  or  i^maiaed  in 
the  hands  of  government,  to  be  used  occasionally  in  his 
josdfication.  This  request  was  vehemently  opposed  by  the 
ieaders  of  the  other  party,  until  the  earl  of  Hay  represented 
dDit,  in  all  ctvilj&ed  nations,  all  courts  of  judicature,  except 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


1M5.  ^mm^h  aO^ 

ike  mq/uaUkm^  aUovcd  <|ie  persons  annugpitd  all  that  wiu 
neeeaaary  lor  their  jmiiificatiaii;  and  that  the  bouae  of  pecra 
of  Great  Britain  tHkf^  not*  in  thb  case^  to  do  any  thiof 
contrary  to  that  honour  and  equiQr  tor  which  they  were  to 
justly  raMwned  throughout  all  finiope.  This  observation 
made  an  ioApression  on  the  honse^  which  resolved  that  th^ 
earl  should  be  indulged  with  copies  of  such  papers  as  he 
might  have  occasion  to-use  in  his  deficace* 

$  XIX.  Oq  the  third  day  of  September^  0](ford's 
answer  was  delivered  to  the  house  of  lords*  who  transmit- 
ted it  to  the  comaMns*  Mr.  Widpokt  having  heard  it  ready 
said  it  contained  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  what  bad 
been  si^ested  in  some  pamphlets  and  pape|3  which  had 
been  published  in  vindication  of  the  late  ministry;  that  it 
was  a  false  and  malicious  liheL»  laying  upon  bis  noya)  mis* 
tress  the  blaase  of  all  the  pamicious  fpoawres  be  had  led 
her  into,  against  h«r  own  honour,  and  the  good  of  his 
country :  that  it  was  likewise  a  libel  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  comjaannst  since  he  endeavoured  to  clear  those  person^ 
who  had  ali^dady  confeased  their  guUt  joy  iUght.  After 
some  debate,  the  house  resolved,  that  the  answer  of 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  should  he  referred  to  the  oomroiltre 
appointed  to  draw  up  articles. of  impeac^bttcntt  and  prepare 
evidence  against  the  impeached  lotdsj  and  that  the  com^ 
mittee  should  prepare  a  replication  to  the  answer.  This 
was  accordingly  prepared,  and  sent  up  to  the  Iqrds.  Tht^ 
the  committee  vfsported^  that  Mr.  Pri#r  had  grossly  pi^ 
varicated  on  his  enassiiMiSiOB,  and  behaved  with  great  coor 
tempt  of  dieir  autboriiy*  The  dnke  of  Ormood,  a^  loi|4 
viscount  B^iagbroke  hanging  omitted  to  surrender  tliim^ 
aelvee  widua  the  time  limusd,  the  house  of  londa  ^ordered 
the  earl  marshal  to  luse  out  of  tbfi  list  of  peers  thair  aames 
and  armorial  bearings.  Inventories  were  taken  of  their 
personal  eetases ;  and  the  duke's  acUevemem,  as  knight 
of  the  garter^  waa  tak^i  down  from  St.  George!s  chapel  at 
Windsor.  A  maa  of  candour  canaot,  without  an  emotiou 
of  grief  and  mdignatioB,  reflect  upon  the  ruin  of  the  noble 
laauly  of  Qrmond,  in  the  person  ot  a  brave^  g^ner^^is,  wo4 
humane  noUesnan,  to  whom  no  crimt  was  ioipuied,  but  that 
of  havia^  obeyed  the  commands  of  his  sovereign.  About 
thk  period,  the  r^sl  assent  was  given  to  an  act  for  en- 
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coumging-toffllty  in  Scotland.  By  this  law  the  temnt  who 
continued  peaceable  while  his  lord  took  arms  in  &vour  of 
the  pretender,  was  invested  with  the  property  of  the  lands 
he  rented:  on  die  other  hand,  k  Was  decreed  that  the  lands 
possessed  by  any  person  guilty  of  high  treason  should 
revert  to  the  superior  of  whom  they  were  held,  and  be 
consolidated  with  the  superiority';  and  that  all  entaUs  and 
settlements  of  estates,  since  the  first  day  of  Atigust,  in 
favour  of  children,  with  a  fraudulent  intent  to  avoid  the 
punishment  of  the  taw  dUe  to  the  oifence  of  high  treason, 
should  be  null  and  void.  .  It  likewise  contained  a  clause  for 
summoning  suspected  persons  to  find  bail  for  their  good 
behaviour,  on  pain  of  being  dedouiiced  rebels*  By  vivtae 
of  this  clause  all  title  heads  of  the  jaeobite  clans,  md  other 
suspected  persons,  were  summoned  to  Edinburgh  $  and 
those  who  did  not  appear  were  declared  rebels. 

§  XX.  By  this  time  the  •  rebellion  was  actually  l^fpn 
in  Scotland*  The  dissensions  occasioned  in  that  couastry 
by  the  union  had  never  been  wholly  appeased.  Even  since 
the  queen's  death,  addresses  were  prepared  in  different  parts 
of  Scotland  against  the  union,  which  %i^as  deemed  a  national 
grievance  ;  and  the  Jacobites  did  noi  fail  to  encourage  this 
aversion.  T*hough  their  hopes  of  dissolving  that  treaty 
were  bailed  by  the  industry  and*oAer  arts  of  the  revolu- 
tioners,  who  secured  a  majority  of  whi|;s  in  parliament, 
diey  did  not  Isiy  aside  their  designs  of  attempting  sonaething 
of  consequence  in  favour  of  theptvteiider :  but-mdifitaiBed 
a  correspondence  with  the  malcontents  of  England,-  a  great 
number  of  whom  were  driven  by  apprehension,  hard  UMige, 
and  resentment  into  a  system' of  polities,  which  otherwise 
they  would  not  have  espoused.  The  tories  finding  them- 
selves totally  eiccluded  from  any  shafie  in  the  government 
a[nd  legislature,  and  etposed  to  the  insolence  and  ^ty  of  a 
faction  which  they  despised,  began  to  wish  in  tnmeai  for  a 
revolution.  Some  of  them  held  private  cevisiilcations,  and 
communicated  with  the  Jacobites,  who  eoftvoycd  -their  sen- 
timents to  the  chevalier  de  St.Oeorge,  widi  sueh  exaggera- 
tions as  were  dictated  by  their  own  eagerness  and  extrava- 
gance. They  assured  the  pretender  that  the  nation  was 
wholly  disaffected  to  die  new  government;  and  indeed,  the 
clamours,  tumulu,  and  conversation  of  the  people  ingeneral 
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cottatenanced  tfaiA  aatertioo.     Tbej  pranMcd  to  uke  anas 
wichottt  fiinher  delay  in  his  favour  i  and  eagagad  that  the 
toviea  should  jom  him  at  his  first  landiag«ia  Great  Britain* 
Thcy^  therefore,  besought  hias  to  come  over  with  all  possi- 
ble expectitaeo,  declaring  that  his  appearance  would  produce 
an  immediate  rcvcdution*     The  chevalier  reaidved  to  take 
the  advantage  of  this  favourable  disposition*     He  had  re* 
course  to  the  French  king,  who  had  idways  been  the  refuge  - 
of  his  family*     Lewis  favoured  him  in  secret ;  and,  not- 
withstanding his  late  engagements  with  Engiand,  cherished 
die  ambition  of  raising  him  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britaia. 
He  sappliad  him  privately  with  sums  of  money,  to  .prepare 
a  small  armament  in  the  port  of  Havre,  which  was  equipped 
in  the  name  of  Depine  d' Anicaut ;  and,  without  all  doubt, 
his  design  was  to  assist  him  more  e&ctuslly,  in  proportion 
as  the  English  should  manifest  their  attachment  to  the 
hoQse  of  Stuart.     Tiie  duke  of  Ormond  akid  lord  Boling- 
broke,  who. had  retired  to  France,  finding  themselves  con- 
demned unheard,  and  attainted,  engaged  in  the  service  of 
the  chevalier,  and  corresponded  with  the  tories  of  England* 
^  XXI*  All  these  intrigues  and  machinations  were  dis- 
covered and  communicated  to  the  court  of  London  by  the 
earl  of  Stair,  who  then  resided  as  English  ambassador  at 
Paris.     He  was  a  nobleman  of  unquestioned  honour  and 
integrity,  generous,  humane,  discerning,  and  resolute.     He 
had  signalized  himself  by  his  valour,  intrepidity,  and  other 
military  talents,  during  the  war  in  the  Netherlands ;  and 
he  now  acted'  in  aaother  sphere  with  uncommon  vigour, 
vigUance,  and  address.    He  detected  the  chevalier's  scheme 
while  it  was  yet  in  embryo,  and  gave  such  early  notice  of 
it  aa  enabled  the  king  of  Great  Britain  to  take  eflSectnai 
mensorea  for  defeating  the  design.     All  the  pretender's  in- 
tereatin  Ftmee  ea^ired  with  Lewis  XIV.  that  ostentatious 
tpvat,  who  had  fi»r  above  half  a  century  sacrificed  the  re- 
pose of  chrialendom  to  his  insatiate  vanity  and .  ambition* 
At  hM  death,  which  happened  on  die  fimt  day  of  September, 
the  regency  of  the  kingdom  devolved  to  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, who  adopted  a  new  system  of   politics,  and  bad 
ahendy  entered  into  engagements  with  the  king  of  Great 
Britain*     Instead  of  assisting  the  pretender,  he  aroused  his 
agents  with  myaterioua.  and  equivocal  expressions,  calcu«> 
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lated  to  frufltral^  the  design  of  the  ezpedidoo.  Neverthe* 
less,  the  more  violent  ptn  of  the  Jacobites  in  Great  Britsua 
believed  be  was  at  bottom  a  friend  to  their  cause,  and  de* 
pended  upon  him  for  succour*  Thejr  even  extorted  from 
him  a  sum  of  money  by  dint  of  importuntfiea,  and  aoaM 
arms ;  but  the  vessel  was  slupwrecked»  and  |the  cargo  lost 
upon  the  coast  of  Scotland* 

$  XXII*  The  partisans  of  the  pretender  had  proceed*^ 
ed  too  far  to  retreat  with  safety ;  and,  therefiore,  resolved 
to  try  their  fortune  in  the  jGield«  The  eaii  of  Mar  repaired 
to  the  Highlands,  where  he  held  considutions  wilk  the 
•  marquises  of  Huntley  and  TuUibardine  i  the  earls  Maii*- 
chal  and  Southesk,  the  generals  Hamilton  and  Ciordon,  with 
the  chiefs  of  the  Jacobite  clans.  Then  he  asa^mbicd  three 
hundred  of  his*  own  vassals ;  procUimed  the  pretender  at 
Castletown,  and  set  up  his  standard  at  Braemar,  on  the 
sixth  day  of  Septenber*  By  this- time  the  earUcrf'  Home, 
Wigtoun,  and  Kinnoul,  lord  Deakford,  and  Lockbait  'of 
Camwath,  with  other  persons  suspected  td  disaiFectioD  to 
the  present  government,  were  comnutted  prisoners  to  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh ; '  and  maior  general  Whetham  march- 
ed with  the  regular  troops  which  vrere  in  that  kingdom  to 
secure  the  bridge  at  Stirling*  Before  these  precauttons 
were  tak^ii,  two  vessels  had  arrived  at  Arbroath  from 
Havre,  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  a  great  number  of 
officers,  who  assured  the  earl  of  Mar,  that  the  pretender 
would  soon  be  with  them  in  person*  The  death  of  Lewis 
XIV*  struck  a  general  damp  upon  their  spirits  i  but  they 
laid  their  account  with  being  joined  by  a  powevful  body  in 
England*  The  earl  of  Mar,  by  letters  and  messages, 
pressed  the  chevalier  to  come  over  without  fiirtker  delay. 
He,  in  the  mean  time,  assumed  the  tide  of  UeuteMmt 
general  of  the  pretender's  forces,  and  published  a  deelara*- 
tion,  exhorting  the  people  to  trice  arms  for  their  lawlul 
sovereign.  This  was  followed  by  a  shtewd  matiifieaeai, 
explaining  the  national  grievances,  and  assuring  the  peopk 
of  redress*  Some  of  his  partisans  attempted  to  snrprise 
the  castle  of  Edinburgh;  but  were  prevented  by  die  vigi- 
lance and  activity  of  colonel  Stuart,  lieutenant  governor  of 
th^t  fortress*  >  The  duke  of  Arg}'le  set  out  ibi  Scotland, 
as  commander  in  chief  of  the   forces  in  North  Britain : 
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Hie  eavl  of  Sutherland  set  sail  in  the  Queenhoroogh  ship 
of  war  for  the  iK>rth,  where  he  proposed  to  raise  his  vas- 
sA  for  the  service  of  government ;  and  many  oiher  Scot- 
tish peers  returned  to  their  own  country,  in  order  to 
signalize  their  toj'alty  to  king  George. 

§  XXIII.  In  England  the  practices  of  the  Jacobites 
did  not  escape  the  notice  of  tfie  ministry.  Lieutenant 
Gohmel  Paid  was  impriaoned  in  the  Gatehouse  for  enlisting 
men  in  the  service  of  the  pretender.  The  titular  duke  ^ 
Fcnris  was  committed  to  the  Tower :  lords  Lansdown  and 
Dnplin  were  taken  into  custody ;  and  a  warrant  was  issued 
fiov  apprehending  the  earl  of  Jersey.  The  king  desired 
the  consent  of  the  lower  house  to  seise  and  detain  sir  Wil- 
liam Wyndham,  sir  John  Packington,  Mr.  Edward  Harvey 
of  Combe,  Mn  Hiomas  Porster,  Mr.  John  Anstis,  and 
Mr.  Corbet  Kynaston,  who  were  members  of  the  bouse, 
and  suspected  of  favouring  the  invasion.  The  commons 
unanimously  agreed  to  the  proposal,  and  presented  an  ad« 
dlness^  signifying  their  approbation.  Harvey  and  Anstis 
were  immediately  secured.  Forster,  with  the  assistance 
of  some  popish  lords,  assembled  a  body  of  men  in  Nordi- 
umberland:  sir  John  Packington  being  examined  before 
die  council,  was  dismissed  for  want  of  evidence :  Mr. 
Kynaston  absconded:  sir  William  Wyndham  was  seized 
at  his  own  house  in  Somersetshire  by  colonel  Huske  and  a 
messenger,  who  secured  his  papers:  he  found  means, 
however,  to  escape  from  them ;  but  afifcerwards  surrendered 
himself^  and,  having  been  examined  at  the  council  board, 
was  GommitCied  to  the  Tower.  His  father-zQ*Iaw,  the  duke 
of  Somerset,  offered  to  become  bound  for  his  appearance ; 
and  being  rejected  as  bail,  expressed  his  resentment  so 
warmly,  that  the  king  thought  proper  to  remove  him  from 
the  oSee  of  master  of  the  horse.  On  the  twenty- first  day 
of  September,  the  king  went  to  the  house  of  lords,  and 
passed  the  ftiBs  that  were  ready  for  the  royal  assent.  Then 
the  chancellor  read  his  majesty's  speech  expressing  his 
acknowledgosent  and  satisfaction,  in  consequence  of  the 
uncommon  marks  of  their  affection  he  had  received :  and 
the  parliament  adjourned  to  the  sixth  day  of  October. 

$  XXIV.  The  friends  of  the  house  of  Stuart  were 
very  numerous  tn  the  western  counties,  and  began  to  msike 
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preparations  for  an  insurrection.  They  ba4.  concealed 
some  arms  and  artillery  at  Both^  and  formed  a  design  to 
surprise  Bristol:  but  they  were  betrayed  and  discovered 
by  the  emissaries  of  the  government;  which  baffled  all 
their  schemes,  and  apprehended  every  person  of  conse* 
quence  suspected  of  attachment  to  that  cause*  .The  uni- 
versity of  Oxford  felt  the  rod  of  power  oq,  this  occasion. 
Major  general  Pepper,  with  a  strong  detachment,  of  dra* 
goons,  took  possession  of  the  city  at  daybreak,  declaring 
he  would  u$e  military  execution  on  aU  students  who  should 
presume  to  appear  without  the  limits  of  their  rfdapective 
colleges.  He  seized  ten  or  eleven  persons,  among  whom 
vFHB  one  Lloyd,  a  coiTeeman :  and  made  prize  of  some 
horses  and  furniture  belonging  to  colonel  Owen,  and  other 
gentlemen.  With  this  booty  he  retreated  to  Abingdon ; 
and  Handasyde's  regiment  of  foot  was  afterwards  quarter- 
ed in  Oxford,  to  overawe  the  university.  The  nunistty 
found  it  more  difficult  to  suppress  the  insurgents  in  the 
northern  counties.  In  the  month  of  October  the  earl  of 
Derwentwater  and  Mr.  Forster  took  the  field  with  a  body 
of  horse,  and  being  joined  by  some  gentlemen  from  the 
borders  of  Scodand,  proclaimed,  the  pretender  in  Wark- 
worth,  Morpeth,  and  Alnwick.  I'heir  first  design  was  to 
seize  the  town  of  Newcastle^  in  which  they  had  many 
friends:  l>ut  they  found  the  gs^tes  shut  upon  them,  and 
retired  to  Hexham;  while  general  Carpenter, .having  as- 
sembled a  body  of  dragoons^  resolved  to  march.from  New- 
castle, and  attack  them  before  they  should  be  reinforced. 
The  rebels  retiring  ncNrthward  to  WooUer,  were  joined  4>y 
two  hundred  Scottish  horse  under  the  lord  viscount  Ken* 
muir,  and  the  earls  ;of  Carnwath  and  Wintouh,  who  had  set 
up  the  pretender's  standard  at  Moflat,  and  proclaimed  him 
in  different  parts  of  Scotland.  The  rebels  thus  reinfivxed 
advanced  to  Kelso,  having  received  advice  that  thiey  would 
be  joined  by  Mackintosh,  who  had  crossed  the  Forth  with 
a  body  of  Highlanders. 

^  XXV.  By  this  time  the  earl  of  Mar  was  at  the  head 
of  ten  thodsand  men  well  armed.  He  had  secured  the  pass 
of  the  Tay  at  Perth,  where  his  headquarters  were 
established,  and  made  himself  master  of  the  whole  fruitful 
province  of  Fife,  and  all  the  seacoast  on  that  side  of  the 
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Frith  of  Edinburgh.  He  selected  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men,  commanded  by  brigadier  Mackintosh,  to  make  a 
descent  upon  the  Lothian  side,  and  join  the  Jacobites  in  that 
county,  or  such  as  should  take  arms  on  the  borders  of 
England.  Boats  were  assembled  for  this  purpose :  and 
notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  that  could  be  taken  by 
the  king's  ships  in  the  Frith,  to  prevent  the  design,  above 
fifteen  hundred  chosen  men  made  good  their  passage  in  the 
night,  and  landed  on  the  coast  of  Lothian,  having  crossed 
an  arm  of  the  sea  about  sixteen  miles  broad,  in  open  boats 
that  passed  through  the  midst  of  the  king's  cruisers. 
Nothing  could  be  better  concerted,  or  executed  with  more 
conduct  and  courage,  than  was  this  hazardous  enterprise. 
They  amused  the  king's  ships  with  marches  and  counter* 
marches  along  the  coast,  in  such  a  manner  that  they  could 
not  possibly  know  where  they  intended  to  embark.  The 
earl  of  Mar,  in  the  mean  time,  marched  from  Perth  to 
Dumblatne,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  cross  the  Forth  at 
Stirling  bridge ;  but  his  real  design  was  to  divert  the  duke 
of  Argyle  from  attacking  his  detachment  which  had  landed 
in  Lothian.  So  far  the  scheme  succeeded.  The  duke, 
who  bad  assembled  some  troops  in  Lothian,  returned  to 
Stirling  widi  the  utnkost  expedition,  after  having  secured 
Edinburgh,  and  obliged  Mackintosh  to  abandon  his  design 
on  that  city.  This  partisan  had  actually  taken  possession 
of  Leith,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Seaton  house,  near 
Preston  Pans,  which  he  fortified  in  such  a  manner  that  he 
could  not  be  forced  without  artillery.  Here  he  remained 
until  he  received  an  order  across  the  Frith  from  the  earl  of 
Mar,  to  join  lord  Kenmuir  and  the  English  at  Kelso,  for 
which  place  he  immediately  began  his  march,  and  reached 
it  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  October,  though  a  good 
number  of  his  men  had  deserted  on  the  route, 

$  XXVI.  The  lord  Kenmuir,  with  the  earls  of  Wintoun, 
Nithsdale,  and  Camwath,  the  earl  of  Derwentwater  and 
Mr.  Forster,  with  the  English  insurgents,  arriving  at  the 
same  time,  a  council  of  war  was  immediately  called. 
Wintoun  proposed  that  they  should  march  immediately  into 
the  western  parts  of  Scodaod  and  join  general  Gordon, 
who  commanded  a  strong^  body  of  Highlanders  in  Argyle- 
shire.    The  English  inaisted  upon  crossing  the  Tweed,  and 
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attacking  geiicr;J  Carpenter,  whope  troops  did  not  exceed 
pine  hundred  dragoon^  Neither  scheme  wjci  eKiK^uttd* 
They  took  the  route  to  Jedburgh,  where  they  reoplited  to 
^ave  Carpenter  an  one  side,  aiip^d  penetrate  into.  IvngbuKi 
l^y  the  western  border*  The  Highhmdert.  declared  they 
xgrould  not  quit  their  Qvn  country.;  but  vere  readyr  ta  exe- 
cute the  scheme  proposed  by  the  earl  of  Wintoun.  M«aaa, 
however,  were  foupd  to  prevail  upooi  oDe  half  of  then  to 
^dvan^e?  while  the  res.t  returned  to  the  Hi^aoda*  At 
]Srainpton,  Forster  opened  his  qoianstissioa  of  ge»erai« 
which  had  been  sent  to  hini  from  the  earl  of  Maor,  nod 
proclaimed  the  pretender*  l^hey  continued  their  nMxch  to 
Pettrith,  where  tlie  sheriff,  assisted  by  kxd  Lonsdalo  and 
the  bishop  of  Carlisle,  had  assembled  the  whole  possie  oomi* 
^tus  of  Cumberland,  aipouniing  to  twelve  thousand  men, 
who  dispersed  with  the  utmost  precipitation  at  the  approach 
qi  the  rebels.  From  Penrith,  Forster  proceeded  by  the 
way  of  Kendal  and  i.a;acaster  to  PrestoQi,  frpm  whence 
Sttanbope^s  regijnent  of  dragoons,  and  another  of  militia, 
immed.iately  retired;  so  that  he  took  posAession  of  the 
place  without. resistai\ce.  General  WiUls  laarcbed  against 
die  enemy  with  six  regiments  of  horse  and  dragaons,  and 
one  battalion  of  foot  coivmanded  by  colonel  Preatom  They 
had  advanced  to  the  bridge  of  Kibble  before.  Ffej^icr  rc- 
c^eived,  intelligence  of  their  approach.  He.  forthwith  began 
to  r^ise  barrigadoes,  and  put  the  place  in  a  poslUice  of  de- 
fepce.  On  the  twelfth.  da(y  of  Nov.ember,  the  town  wa& 
Viskly  attacked  in  two  diifcrcnt  places.:  but  the^  king's 
troops  met  with  3  vtry  warm  reception,  and  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss.  Nexti  day  general  Cajqienter  arri- 
ved with  a  reinforcenvent  of  three  regiments  of  dragoons ; 
sgrid  thfs  rebels  were  invested  on  all  sides.  The  High- 
landers declar<.'d  they  would  make  a  sally  sword  in  hand, 
and  either  cut  their  way  through  the  kjng's'troop9, or  perish 
in,  the  attempt;  but  they  were  overruled.  Forster  sent 
colonel  Oxburgh  ^vith  a  trumpet  to  general  Wilbs,  to  pro- 
pose a  capitulation.  He  was  given  to  understand,,  that  the 
general  wci.Id  not  treat  with  rebels;  but  iu  case  of  their 
surrendering  at  discretion,  he  would  prevent  his  soldiers 
from  putting  them  to  the  sword,  until  he  should  receiv.e 
fi^rther  orders,    lie  grunted  them  tim<;  to  consider  till  it^xt 
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morning,  upon  their  deliveritig  the  earl  of  Dcrweatwat^ 
and  Maekiotosh  as  hostages.  When  Forster  submitted^ 
this  Highlander  declared  he  could  not  promise  the  Scof^ 
would  Surrender  in  that  manner.  The  general  desired  hiiii 
to  return  to  his  peo|)le,  and  he  Would  fonhwith  attack  thfe 
town,  in  which  case  every  man  of  them  should  be  cut  td 
pieces.  The  Scottish  noblemen  did  not  choose  to  run  thb 
rislc ;  tad  persuaded  the  Highlanders  to  accept  the  terms 
that  were  offered.  They  accordingly  laid  down  their  arms^ 
and  Itore  put  under  a  strong  guard.  All  the  noblemen  and 
leaders  weiv  secured.  Major  Naifh,  capuin  Lockhart, 
captaift  Shaftoe^  an^  ensign  Erskine,  were  tried  by  a  court 
martial  as  deserters,  atid  executed.  Lord  Charles  Murray, 
son  of  the  duke  of  Athol,  was  likewise  condemned  for  thfe 
sAvie  cfiilie,  but  reprieved.  The  common  men  were  itn- 
prisoned  ^t  Chester  and  Li^^erpool,  the  noblemen  and  con- 
siderable officers  were  sent  to  London,  conveyed  through 
the  streets  pinioned  like  malefactors,  and  committed  to  th6 
Tower  and  to  Newgatfe. 

$  ]tXVIL  The  day  on  which  the  rebels  surrendered 
at  Preston  was  remarkable  for  the  battle  of  Dumblaine, 
foaght  between  the  duke  of  Argyle  and  the  earl  of  Mar, 
who  commanded  the  pretendcr*s  forces.  This  nobleman 
had  retreated  to  his  camp  at  Perth,  when  he  understood  the 
duke  was  returned  from  Lothian  to  Stirling.  But  being 
now  joined  by  the  northern  clatis  tinder  the  earl  of  Seaforth, 
and  those  of  the  west  commanded  by  general  Gordot^who 
had  signalized  himself  in  the  service  of  the  czar  of  Mus^ 
covy,  he  resolved  to  pass  the  Forth,  in  order  to 'join  his 
southern  friends,  that  they  might  march  together  into  fing"- 
land.  With  this  view  he  advanced  to  Auchterarder,  whert 
he  reviewed  his  army,  and  rested  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
November.  I'he  duke  of  Argyle  apprised  of  his  intetitiot), 
and  being  joined  by  some  regiments  of  dragoons  from 
Ireland,  determined  to  give  him  battle  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dumblaine.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  the  rftouth,  Argyle 
passed  the  Forth  at  Stirling,  and  encamped  with  his  left  at 
the  village  of  Dumblaine,  and  his  right  towards  Sheriff- 
moor.  The  earl  of  Mar  advanced  within  two  miles  of  his 
camp,  and  remained  till  daybreak  in  order  of  battle ;  his 
army  consisung  of  nine  thousand  effective  men,  cavalry  as 
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well  as  infantry*  In  the  raorning,  the  duke,  UDdeimtanding 
they  were  in  motion,  drew  up  his  forces,  which  did  not  ex* 
ceed  three  thousand  five  hundred  men,  on  the  heights  to  the 
northeast  of  Dumblaine :  but  he  was  outflanked  both  on 
the  right  and  left.  The  clans  that  formed  part  of  the 
centre  and  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  with  Gleng^^  and 
Clanronald  at  tbeir  head,  charged  the  left  of  the  kiog's 
army  sword  in  hand,  with  such  impetuosity^  that  in  seven 
minutes  both  horse  and  foot  were  totally  routed  with  great 
slaughter ;  and  general  Whetham,  who  commanded jtheiDt 
fled  at  full  gallop  to  Stirling,  where  he  declared  that  the 
royal  army  was  totally  defeated*  In  t)ie  mean  time,  the 
duke  of  Argylty  who  commanded  in  person  on  the  right, 
attacked  the  left  of  the  enemy,  at  the  head  of  Stair's  and 
Evans's  dragoons,  and  drove  them  two  miles  before  him,  as 
far  as  the  water  of  Allan :  yet  in  that  space  they  wheeled 
about,  and  attempted  to  rally  ten  times ;  so  that  he  was 
obliged  to  press  them  hard,  that  they  might  not  recover  from 
their  confusion.  Brigadier  Wightman  followed,  in  order 
to  sustain  him  with  three  battalions  of  infantry;  while  the 
victorious  right  wing  of  the  rebels,  having  pursued  Whetham 
a  consi'lc ruble  way,  returned  to  the  field,  and  formed  in  the 
rear  of  Wightman,  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  men. 
The  duke  of  Argyle,  returning  from  the  pursuit,  joined 
Wightman,  ^vho  had  faced  about,  and  taken  possession  of 
some  enclosures  and  mud  walls,  in  expectation  of  being 
attacked.  In  this  posture  both  armies  fronted  each  other 
till  the  evening,  when  the  duke  drew  ofi"  towards  Dumblaine, 
and  the  rel>cls  retired  to  Ardoch,  without  mutual  molesta- 
tion. Next  day  the  duke  marching  back  to  the  field  of 
battle,  carried  oiT  the  wounded,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon 
left  by  the  enemy,  and  retreated  to  Stirling.  Few  prisoners 
were  taken  on  either  side  :  the  number  of  the  slain  might 
be  about  five  hundred  of  each  army,  atid  both  generals 
claimed  the  victor}'.  This  battle  was  not  so  fatal  to  the 
Highlanders  as  the  loss  of  Inverness,  from  which  sir  John 
Mackenzie  was  driven  by  Simon  Frazer  lord  Lovat,  who, 
contrary  to  the  principles  he  had  hitherto' professed,  secured 
this  important  post  for  the  government ;  by  which  means  a 
free  communication  was  opened  with  the  north  of  Scotland, 
where  the  earl  of  Sutherland  had  raised  a  considerable  body 
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of  Ttssals*  The  marquis  of  Huntley  and  the  earl  6{  Sea- 
forth  were  obliged  to  quit  the  rebel  army  in  order  to  defend 
their  own  territortea :  and  in  a  little  time  submitted  to  king 
George :  a  good  number  of  the  Frazera  declared  with  their 
chief  against  the  pretender :  the  marquis  o(  Tullibardine 
withdrew  from  the  army,  to  cover  his  own  country :  and  the 
dans,  seeing  no  likelihood  of  another  action,  began  to  dis^ 
perse,  according  to  custom. 

$  XXVIII*  The  government  was  now  in  a  condition 
to  send  strong  reinforcements  to  Scotland.  Six  thousand 
men  that  were  claimed  of  the  states  general,  by  virtue  of 
the  treaty,  landed  in  England,  and  began  their  march  for 
Edinburgh :  general  Cadogan  set  out  for  the  same'  place, 
together  with  brigadier  Petit,  and  six  other  engineers :  and 
a  train  of  artillery  was  shipped  at  the  Tower  for  that  coun* 
try^  the  duke  of  Argyle  resolving  to  drive  the  earl  of  Mar 
out  of  Perth,  to  which  town  he  had  retired  with  the  remains 
of  his  forces.  The  pretender  having  been  amused  with  the 
hope  of  seeing  the  whole  kingdom  of  England  rise  up  as 
one  man  in  his  behalf;  and  the  duke  of  Ormond  having 
made  a  fruitless  voyage  to  the  western  coast,  to  try  the 
disposition  of  the  people,  he  was  now  convinced  of  the  van- 
ity of  his  expectation  in  that  quarter;  and,  as  he  knew  not 
what  other  course  to  take,  he  resolved  to  hazard  his  person 
among  his  friends  in  Scotland,'  at  a  time  when  his  affairs  in 
tbat  kingdom  were  absolutely  desperate.  From  Bretagne 
he  posted  through  part  of  France  in  disguise,  and  embark- 
ing in  a  small  vessel  at  Dunkirk,  hired  for  that  purpose,' 
arrived  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  December  at  Peterhead 
with  six  gentlemen  in  his  retinue,  one  of  whom  was  the 
marquis  of  Tinmouth,  son  to  the  duke  of  Berwick.'ThHe 
passed  through  Aberdeen  incognito,  to  Fetterosse,  where 
he  was  met  by  the  earls  of  Mar  and  Marischal,  and  about 
thirty  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  first  quality.  Here 
Jie  was  solemnly  proclaimed :  his  declaration,  dated  at  Cooi/- 
Diercy,  was  printed  and  circulated  through  all  the  parts  in 
that  neighbourhood;  and  he  received  addresses  from  the 
episcopal  clergy,  and  the  laity  of  that  communion  in  the 
diocese  of  Aberdeen.  On  the  fifth  day  of  January,  he 
made  his  public  entry  into  Dundee ;  and  on  the  seventh 
arrived  lU  Scone,  where  he  seemed  determined  to  stay  until 
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the  cetemonjr  of  bis  <ioroiialaon  Bhoald  lye  perform^. 
Prom  drence  he  mide  an  excarsioti  to  PertK,  -^ivere  ht 
reviewed  his  forces.  Then  he  fortned  a  regolar  council  t 
wad  puUbhed  six  procUiniations ;  Okie  for  a  general  thanlcB*> 
gtving,  on  4i|^ouitt  of  his  safe  arriral  i  another  enjoining 
the  ministers  to^  pray  for  htm  in  churches ;  a  third  estab- 
Itshiilg  die  currency  of  foreign  coins ;  a  fourth  sumnuining 
the  meeting  of  the  convention  of  estates :  a  iifth  ordering 
fltt  sensible  men  to  repair  to  his  standard;  and  a  sixth, 
liting  the  tt^enty-thlrd  day  6f  January  for  his  clironatton. 
He  made  a  pathetic  speech  in  A  grand  council  at  which  all 
the  chiefs  of  his  party  assisted.  I^ey  determined,  how* 
ever,  to  abandon  the  enterprise,  as  the  king^s  army  was 
reinforced  by  the  Dutch  auxiliaries,  and  they  themselves 
«rere  not  only  reduced  to  a  small  number,  hut  likewise  des- 
titute of  money,  t^rms,  ammunition,  fortige,  and  provision  ( 
for  the  duke  of  Argyle  had  taken  possession  of  Burnt' 
bhnd,  and  transported  a  detachment  to  Fife,  so  as  to  cut 
off  Mar's  communication  with  that  fertile  countn% 

§  XXIX.  Notwithstandinpj  the  severity  of  the  weather, 
and  a  prodigious  fall  of  snow,  which  rendered  tlie  roads 
almost  impHssablo,  the  duke,  on  the  twent)^-ninth  of  Jan* 
uary,  began  his  m.irch  to  Dumblaine,  and  next  day  reached 
Tullibardine,  where  he  received  iotelligence  thsit  the  pre- 
tender and  his  forces  had,  on  the  preceding  day,  retired 
towards  Dundee.  He  forthwith  took  possession  of  Perth; 
and  then  began  his  march  to  Abcrl^rotick  in  pursuit  of  the 
irncmy.  The  chevalier  de  St.  George,  being  thus  hotl)' 
pursued,  was  prevailed  upon  to  embark  on  board  a  stnnlt 
French  ship  that  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Montrose.  He  wa* 
accompanied  by  the  earls  of  Mar  and  Mel  ford,  the  lord 
Dnimmond,  lieutenant  general  Bulkley,  and  other  pers<>ns 
of  distinction,  to  the  number  of  seventeen.  In  order  to 
avoid  the  English  cruisers,  they  stretched  over  to  Norway, 
and  coasting  along  the  German  and  Dutch  shores,  arrived 
in  five  days  at  Gravdine.  (general  Gordon,  whom  the 
pretender  had  left  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces,  assist- 
c-d  by  the  earl  Mnrischal,  proceeded  with  them  to  Aber- 
deen, where  he  secured  three  vessels  to  sail  northward, 
and  take  on  board  the  ptTsons  who  intended  to  make  their 
enciipe    to    th^J    continent.        Then    they    continued    their 
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v^ardnk  durougb  Strnihapeyy  md  S^^iMown,  IQ  tliift  Wi»  of 
SadaiKPck^  inhere  Uiq  c;qmo»iHi  p«opl^  wcr«  quiotly  dUmu* 
9$^^  TUa  retreat  wm  made  with  sti^h  f  xp^dAtioi^  that 
the  (|»kc  of  Ar^tef  nt^ith  all  Uq  aQtivicy^  <;ould  never  over- 
tikk«  tb^r  re«r  g«4»rd,.  which  qontWtt^d  of  a  (huuM»d  hor8«^ 
QOiomwiled  by  the  earl  JViariaohal*  Suich  waa  the  iaaiiie  of 
9  rc^btiliicHi  that  peeved  iuH  to  maoy  noble  faa^tlWa:  a  re* 
l|o|liQO  whkhi  m  alt  probabiUly^  woidd  never  have  happen- 
e4)  luid  not  ^  violeat  meaHures  ol  a  whig  9ri^h%ry  kindled 
sMch  a  flame  of  <U«cei»teQt  in  t)»  nation*  a»  eiM:oarascd  the 
partisans  of  the  |HHHender  to  baawd  a  revolt. 

$  X^X#  The  parlUMnenilQf  Ii^land^  wUch  met  at  Dub* 
lio  o]^  the  twelfth  dskyt  o£  November,  seeiqed  eyen  more 
^ealoue^  if  pps9*l^«.  than  thait  of  KogJaad^  for  the  preaMt 
admiaiatratio!^  Tl^ry  passed  bilk  for  reeognUipg  the 
Uos^a  title;  for  the  accurity  of  his  person  and  govern^ 
meot  ;  for  setting'  a  inrice  on  the  preteoder'9  headj  and  for 
atuiatiag  the  duke  of  Qrmond.  They  gran^d  the  suppUea 
without  opposition*  AW  those  who  had  addxesjsed  the  late 
queen  in  favour,  of  sir  ConaKaotine  Phipps,  the^a  lord  ehan* 
ceUor  of  Ireland,  were  now  broiught  i^kmi  their  kaees^  itaid 
eeoaured  as  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege.  They  desired 
the  lords,  jiiaticea  would*  issue  a.  proelansation  againat  th» 
popiah  inbahitaftts  of  Limeeick  and  Galway,  who,  pre* 
Slotting  ijpi»  the  capitulation  signed  by  king  Williaro*. 
clainiedi  an  e;Kemption  from  the  penaltiea  imposed  upen 
other,  papista*  Thfl^^  eBgage.d  in  an  association  against 
the  ^retender^  and  ajil  bis  abettors.  They  voted  the.  earl 
oi  Anglesey  a»  enemy  to  the  king  and  kiagdooi,  because 
he  advised  tbe  queen  to  break  the  arasy^  and  prorogue  the 
laae  parliiunent;  and  the}'  addresaed.the  king  to  remove* 
him  firoaa  his  council  and  service.  The  lords  justieea. 
^raated  orders  foe  ajxprehendiag  the  earls  of  Antrim  and 
Weaatmeath^  the  loxda  NatierviUe,  Cahir,  and  DiUout  as 
pecsQoa  suane^ted  of  disafiectioa  to  the  government.  Then, 
they  adjourj^d  the  two  houses. 

§.  XSJil*  The  king,  in  hk  speech  to  the  English  par- 
Iianaeot,  which  met  on  the  ninth,  of  January,  told  them  he 
had  reason  to  believe  the  pretender  was  landed  in  Scot* 
land ;  he  congratulated  them  on  the  success  of  bis  arms  in 
suppressing  the  rebeUibn :  (Ai  the  concludioa  d  the  banier 
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treaty  between  the  emperor  and  the  states  genetal,  under 
his  guarantee;  on  a  convention  with  Spain  that  would 
deliver  the  trade  of  England  to  that  kingdom  from  the 
new  impositions  and  hardships  to  which  it  was  subjected  in 
consequence  of  the  late  treaties.  He  likewise  gave  them  to* 
understand,  that  a  treaty  for  renewing  all  former  alliances 
between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  states  general 
was  almost  concluded ;  and  he  assured  the  commons  he 
would  freely  g^ve  up  all  the  estates  that  should  become  for- 
feited to  the  crown  by  this  rebellion,  to  be  applied  towards 
defraying  the  extraordinary  expense  incurred  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  commons,  in  their  address  of  thanks,  declared 
that  they  would  prosecute,  in  the  most  vigorous  and  im- 
partial manner,  the  authors  of  those  destructive  counsels 
which  had  drawn  down  such  miseries  upon  the  nation* 
Their  resolutions  were  speedy,  and  exactly  conformable  to 
this  declaration.  They  expelled  Mr.  Forster  from  the 
house.  They  forthwith  impeached  the  earls  of  Derweat- 
water,  Nithsdale,  Camwath,  and  Wintoun;  lords  Widding- 
ton,  Kenmuir,  and  Nairn.  These  noblemen- being  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords,  heard  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment read  on  the  tenth  day  qf  January,  and  were 
ordered  to  put  in  their  answers  on  the  sixteenth*  The 
impeachments  being  lodged,  the  lower  house  ordered  a  bill 
to  be  brought  in  for  continuing  the  suspension  of  the  habeas 
corpus  act :  then  they  prepared  another  to  attaint  the  mar- 
quis of  TuUtbardine,  the  earls  of  Mar  and  Linlithgow,  and 
lord  John  Drummond.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, the  king  gave  the  royal  assent  to  the  bill  for  con- 
tinuing the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act*  He  told 
the  parliament  that  the  pretender  was  actually  in  Scotland^ 
heading  the  rebellion,  and  assuming  the  style  and  title  of  king 
of  these  realms ;  he  demanded  of  the  commons  such  supply 
as  might  discourage  any  foreign  power  from  assisting  the  rer 
bels*  On  Thursds^  the  nineteenth  day  of  January,  all  the  im* 
peached  lords  pleaded  guilty  to  the  articles  exhibited  against 
them,  except  the  earl  of  Wintoun,  who  petitioned  for  a  longer 
time,  on  various  pretences.  The  rest  received  sentence  of 
death,  on  the  ninth  day  of  Feburary,  in  the  court  erected  in 
Westminster  hall,  where  the  lord  chancellor  Covy^per  presided 
as  lord  high  steward  on  that  occf^&ioo*  The  counters  of  Niths- 
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dale  and  Itdjr  Nuime  threw  themselves  at  the  kiagV  fido^ 
as  \ke  passed  tbrbugh  the  apaitmeats  oftha  palatfcy  andviror 
phHvd  his  merty  in  behalf  of  thm  hnsbandi^:  biit'^lhaal 
teatB  and  entreaties  prodnoKd  no  eflPect*  TheiodvneilfM 
solved  tfliat. the  'sentence  shbul4  <bfc  executed,  and  Qvdarrf 
awre  given  for  that  purpose  SDtbs  lieutsnant  at  theVowm^ 
andtha  MietiiFs  of' London  and  Bfiddlesex.  >:'i  ' 

9  KXXIL  The  connteasof  Derarentwater^  \rith  het  mtii 
ter,  Mobnvpaniedby  the'duteHe8ses<if  Clevehmd  and  Bokon^ 
and  sevcndddser  ladies  .of  eb^'finst  diatiaetiont  wasjnktaoi 
dnced  by  die  dukes  of  Rtdimond  and  St»  Alban's  inso  lifae 
king's  bedeHamber,  .where  she  invoked  Ins  nugescy'i.  ohini^ 
en^'fdr  her  imlbrtutiate  coiisort.  She  afterararda  impaired 
to  die  hjbbyof  the  house  of  peers,  attended  by  thekidieB  tS 
the  other  condemned  lords^  and  Idiove  twenty  >others  bf  tfaa 
same  qaafityy  andbegged  the  iateroesaionof  the^kdifse;  but 
no  iregar4  was  paid  to  their  petition*  Next  day ythey  pei»^ 
tioned  -both  hdases  of  parltanicnt*  'The  commons:  rejected 
their  soiu'  In  the  upper  hovse^  th^  duke  of  itichmond 
delivered  a  petition  |sf^the  earlof  Derwentwater^  tn  whom 
he  was  nearly  ndaJbed^  at  the  same  tiflne  declaring  that  he 
himself  should  oppose  his  solicitation*  The  earl  of  Derby 
expressed  Home  compassion  for  the  nuaterous  favtiiy  of  lord 
Naime.  Petitions  from  the  rest  were  presented  by  other 
lords,  moved  with  pity  and  humnnity.  Lord  Tdwnshpn^ 
and  other's  vehemently  opposed  their  being  read.  The  earl 
of  Nottingham  thought  this  indulgence  might  be  granted : 
the  house  assented  to  his  optnioa ;  and  agreed  to  an  address, 
praying  his  majesty  would  reprieve  such  of  the  condemned 
lords  as  should  seem  to  deserve  his  mercy.  To  this  peti« 
tion  the  king  answered,  that  on  this,  and  all  other  occasions, 
he  would  do  what  he  thought  most  consistent  with  the  dkg* 
nity  of  his  crown  and  the  safety  of  his  people*  The  eari 
of  Nottingham,  presidertt  of  the  council,  his  brother<the 
earl  of  Aylesbury,  chancellor  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancaster,  his 
son  lord  Finch,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  his  kins- 
man lord  Guernsey,'  master  of  the  jewel  office,  were  ako- 
getfaer  dismissed  from  his  majesty's  service*  Orders  were 
despatched  for  executing  the  earls  of  Derwentwater  and 
Nithsdale,  and  the  viscount  of  Kenmuir,  immediately ;  the 
others  were  respited  to  the  seventh  day  of  March.  Niths- 
VoL.  IL  E  e  n         } 
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^Iftle  made  his  escape  in  woman's  apparel^  fiirnished  and 
conveyed  to  him  by  his  own  mother.  On  the  twenty- 
feufth  day  of  February^  Derwentwater  and  Kenmiiir  were 
beheaded  on  Tower  hill.  The  former  was  an  amiable  youth, 
brave,  open,  generous,  hospitable,  and  humane.  His  fate 
drew  tears  from  the  spectators,  and  was  a  great  misfortune 
to  the  country  in  which  he  lived.  He  gave  bread  to  midr- 
titudes  of  people  whom  he  employed  on  his  estate;  the 
poor,  the  widow,  and  the  orphan  rejoiced  in  his  bounty/ 
Kenmuir  was  a  virtuous  nobleman,  calm,  sensible,  resolute, 
and  resigned.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Engliah 
church;  but  the  other  died  in  the  faith  of  Rome:  both 
adhered  to  their  political  principles.  On  the  fifteenth  day 
of  March,  Wintoun  was  brought  to  trial,  and  being  con- 
victed received  sentence  of  death* 

$  XXXIII.  When  the  king  pasiiM  the  land  tax  biO, 
which  was  ushered  in  with  a  very  extraordinary  preamble, 
he  informed  both  bouses  of  the  pretender's  flight  from 
Scodand.*  In  the  beginning  of  April,  a  commission  for 
ttyisCg  the  rebels  met  in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  when 
bills  of  high  treason  were  found  against  Mr.  Forater, 
Mackintosh,  and  twenty  of  their  confederates.  Forster 
escaped  from  Newgate,  and  reached  the  continent  in  safety: 
the  rest  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  were  indulged  with  time  to 
prepare  for  their  trials.  The  judges,  appointed  to  try  the 
rebels  at  Liverpool,  found  a  consideirable  number  guilty  of 
high  treason.  Two-and-twenty  were  executed  at  Preston 
and  Manchester :  about  a  thousand  prisoners  submitted  to 
.the  king's  mercy,  and  petitioned  for  tfansportation.  Pitts, 
the  keeper  of  Newgate,  being  suspected  of  having  connived 
at  Forster's  escape,  was  tried  for  his  life  at  the  Old  Bailey^ 
and  acquitted.  Notwithstanding  this  prosecution,  which 
ought  to  have  redouUed  the  vigilance  of  the  jailers,  briga- 
dier Mackintosh,  and  several  other  prisoners,  broke  from 
Newgate,  after  having  mastered  the  keeper  and  turnkey, 
and  disarmed  the  sentinel.  The  t:ourt  proceeded  with  the 
trials  of  those  that  remained ;  and  a  great  number  were 
found  guilty:  four  or  five  were  hanged,  drawn  and  quar- 
tered at   Tyburn:    and    among  these  was    one    William 

a  Annuls     BoHoglft-.    Tatten.    DtUUf  in  Parluun.    Tkdal.    State  Trials. 
•  An.  in6. 
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Paul)  a  clergymao,  who,  in  his  la»t  speech,  professed 
himself  a  true  and  sincere  member  of  the  church  of 
England,  but  not  of  the  revolution  schismatical  church, 
whose  bishops  had  abandoned  the  king,  and  shamefully 
given  up  their  ecclesiastical  ri^ts,  by  submitting  to  the 
unlawful,  invalid,  lay  deprivations  authorized  by  the  prince 
of  Orange. 

§  XXXiy*  Though  the  rebellion  was  extinguished,  the 
flame  of  national  dissatisfaction  still  continued  to  rage ;  the 
severities  exercised  against  the  rebels  increased  the  general 
discontent  I  for  now  the  danger  was  blown  over  their 
humane  passions  began  to  prevail.  The  courage  and  ferti- 
tiKle  widi  which  the  condemned  persons  encountered  the  - 
pains  of  death  in  its  most  dreadful  form,  prepossessed 
many  spectators  in  favour  of  *the  cause  by  which  those 
unhappy  victims  were  animated.  In  a  word,  persecution, 
as  usual,  extended  the  heresy.  The  ministry,  perceiving 
this  universal  disaffection,  and  dreading  the  revolution  of  a 
new.  parliament,  which  might  wrest  the  power  from  their 
&ction,  and  retort  upon  them  the  violence  of  their  own 
measures,  formed  a  resolution  equally  odious  and  effectual 
to  establish  their  administration.  This,  was  no*  other  than 
a  scheme  to  repeal  the  triennial  act,  and  by  a  new  law  to 
extend  the  term  of  parliaments  to  seven  years.  On  the 
tenth  day  of  April,  the  duke  of  Devonshire  represented,  in 
the  house  of  lords,  that  triennial  elections  served  to  keep 
up  party  divisions;  to  raise  and  foment  feuds  in  private 
families ;  to  produce  ruinous  expenses,  and  give  occasion 
to  the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  forf^ign  princes ;  that  it  be* 
canae  the  wisdom  of  such  an  august  assembly,  to  apply 
proper  remedie»^6  an  evil  that  might  be  attended  with  the 
most  daii^rous  consequences,  especially  in  the  present 
temper  of  the  nation,  as  the  spirit  of  rebellion  still  remained 
unconquered;  He,  therefore,  proposed  a  bill  for  enlarging 
the  continuance  of  parliaments.  He  was  seconded  by  the 
#ark  of  Dorset  and  Rockingham,  the  duke- of  Argyle,.lord 
Townshend,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  that-  party.  The  mo- 
tion was  opposed  by  the  earls  of  Nottingham,  Abingdon, 
and  •  Paulet..  They  observed,  that  frequent  parHaixients 
were  required  by  the  fundamental  constitutidn  of  the  king* 
dom,  ascertained  in  the  practice  of  maliy  ages  s  that  the 
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lueinberft  of  the  lower  house  vrere  choMi  hy  the  body  of 
the  Aatiou,  for  a  certain  temi  of  years,  9Ji  thit  ^piratioii  of 
which  ithfey  cQidd  be  r^  loiig^  representativea.of  the  peo* 
pl^,  who,  by  the  parliaments  proti?atting  its  qii^  authority 
\vQi44  he  deprived  of  the :  only  remedy  which  they  have 
aga>p9t  jho96  wbO)  through  igiftoraDce  or  corrupitioo,.  betray- 
ed the  trust  reposed  in  them  :  that  the  reasons  ia  favour  of 
suf h  a  hill  were  weak,  add  frivolous :  th^t«  i^ith  respect  to 
foreign  alliance^,  no  prik^ce  or  state  could  reasonably  de- 
pend upon  a  people  td  defend  their  liberties  aad  is^ereftSi 
who  should  be  thought  t^  have  given  up'so  great  a  part  of 
heir  pyffi :  nor  would  it  1^  prudent  in  them  to-  wish  £or  a 
chai^ge  in  that  con9iiiluUoii  under  which  Euiiope  b^d  of  late 
been  go  powerfully  supported:  on. the  eontrafyt  th^  might 
be  deterred  from  entering  into  any  engagements  with  Great 
Britain,  when  infoi-med  by  the  preamble  of  ;iKe  bill,  that 
the  popish  faction  was  so  dangerous  as  to  threaten  jdestnic* 
tion  to  the  government:  they  would  apprehend  that  die 
administration  was  so  weak  as  to  want  so.extKaordiiiary  a 
provision  for  its  safety :  that  the  gendemen  of  Biitain  were 
not  to  be  trusted ;  and  that  the  good  affectiona  of  the  people 
were  restrained  within  the  limits  of  the  house  of  conunons* 
They  affirmed  that  this  bill,  far  from  preventing  the  expense 
of  elections,. would  rather  increase  it,  and  encourage  every 
apecies  of  corruption ;  for  the  value  of  a  seat  w|ould  always 
be  in  proportion  to  the  duration  of  a  parliament ;  and  the 
purchase  would  riae  accordingly :  that  a  long  parliament 
would  ^ield  a  greater  temptation,  as  well  as  a  better  oppor- 
tunity to  a  vicious  ministry,  to  corrupt  the  nMsmbers,  than 
they  could  possibly  have  when  the  parliaments  were  short 
and  frequent:  that  the  same  reasons  urged  for  passing  the 
bill  to  continue  this  parliament  for  seven  years  would  be  at 
least  as  strong,  and,  by  the  conduct  of  the  ministr>',  might 
be  made  much  stronger  before  the  end  of  that  term,  for 
continuing,  and  even  perpetuating  their  legialative  power, 
to  the  absolute  subversion  of  the  third  ts^te  of  the  realm. 
.These  arguments  served  only  to  form  i  decent  debate, 
after  which  the  bill  for  septennial  parliaments  passed-  by  a 
g^eat  majority ;  though  twenty  peers  entered  a  protest.  It 
jnet  wMb  the  swo^c  fate  in  the  lowen  hoUse,  where  many 
Htroog  objections  were  stated  to  no  purpose.     They  were 
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itprcsebCed  as  the  effects  of  party  spleen ;  and,  indeed,  this 
was  the  great  spriog  of  aetion  on  both  sides.  The  question 
for  the  bill  was  carried  in  the  affirmative;  and  in  a  little 
time  it  received  (be  rojal  sanction. 

^  XXXV.  The  rebellion  being  utterly  quelled,  and  all 
the  suspected  persons  of  consequence  detained  in  safe  cus* 
tody,  the  king  resolved  to  visit  his  German  dominions, 
where  he  foresaw  a  s6irm  gathering  from  the  quarter  of 
Sweden*  Charles  XII.  was  extremely  exasperated  against 
die  elector  of  Hanover,  for  having  entered  into  the  confed- 
«cacy  against  him  in  his  absence,  particulariy  for  his  having 
purchased  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  which  con- 
stituted part  of  his  dominions;  and  he  breathed  nothing 
but  revenge  against  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  I^  was 
with  a  view  t6  avert  this  danger^  or  prepare  against  it,  that 
the  king  now  determined  upon  a  voyage  to  the  continent. 
But  as  be  was  restricted  from  leaving  his  British  dominion^, 
by  the  act  for  the  further  Umitation  of  the  crown,  thiaf 
clause  was  repealed  in  a  new  bill  that  passed  through  both 
houses  without  die  least  difficulty.  On  the  twenty-sixth 
day  df  June,  the  king  closed  the  session  with  a  speech  upon 
the  usual  topics,  in  which,  however,  he  observed,  that  the 
numerous  instances  of  mercy  he  had  shown,  served  only  to 
encourage  the  faction  of  the  pretender,  whose  partisans  acted 
with  such  insolence  and  folly,  as  if  they  intended  to  con- 
vince the  world  that  they  were  not  to  be  reclaimed  by  gentle 
methods.  He  intimated  his  purpose  of  visiting  his  dimin- 
ions  in  Germany ;  and  gave  them  to  understand,  that  he 
had  constituted  his  beloved  son,  the  prince  of  Wales,  guar*^ 
dian  of  the  kingdom  in  his  absence.  About  this  period, 
general  Macartney,  who  had  returned  to  England  at  the 
accessioB  of  king  George,  presented  himself  to  trial  for  the. 
murder .  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton.  The  deposition  of 
colonel  Hamilton  was  contradicted  by  two  park  keepers :  the 
general  was  acquitted  of  the  charge,  restored  to  his  rank 
in  die  arm)\  and  gratified  with  the  command  of  a  regiment. 
The  king^s  brother,  prince  £mest,  bishop  of  Osnabruck,  was 
created  d\ike  of  York  and  Albany,  and  earl  of  Ulster. 
The  duke  of  Arg>ie,  and  bis  brother  the  earl  of  Ilay,  to 
whom  his  majesty  owed,  in  a  gre^  measure,  his  peaceable 
accession  to   the  throne^  as  well  a^  the  extinction  of  the 
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rebellion  in  Scotland,  wefe  now  dismissed  Irom  all  their 
employments.  General  Carpenter  succeeded  the  diike  in 
the  chief  command  of  the  forces  in  North  Britain,  and  in 
the  government  of  Port  M ahon  t  and  the  duke  of  Montrose 
was  appointed  lord  register  of  Scotland  in  the  room  of  the 
earl  of  Ilay. 

§  XXXVI.  On  the  seventh  day  of  July,  tlie  king  em- 
barked at  Gravesend,  landed  on  the  ninth  in  UoUand, 
through  which  he  passed  incognito  to  Hanover  and  from 
thence  set  out  for  Pyrmont.  His  aim  was  to  secure  his 
German  dominions  from  the  Swede,  and  Great  Britain 
from  the  pretender.  These  two  princes  had  already  begun 
to  form  a  design,  in  conjunction,  of  invading  his  # kingdom. 
He  knew  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  resolved  to  ascend  the 
throne  of  France,  in  case  the  young  king,  who  was  a  sickly 
child,  should  die  without  male  issue.  The  regent  was  not 
ignorant  that  Philip  of  Spain  would  powerfully  contest  that 
succession^  notwithstanding  his  renunciation ;  and  he  was 
glad  of  an  opportunity  to  strengthen  his  interest  by  an  alli- 
ance with  the  maritime  powers  of  England  and  Holland. 
The  king  of  England  soundedrhim  on  this  subject,  and 
found  him  eager  to  engage  in  such  an  association.  The 
negotiation  was  carried  on  by  general  Cadogan  for  England, 
the  abbe  du  Bois  for  France,  and  the  pensionary  Heinsius 
for  the  states  general.  The  regent  readily  complied  with 
all  their  demands.  He  engaged  that  the  pretender  should 
immediately  depart  from  Avignon  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Alps,  and  never  return  to  Lorraine  or  France  on  any  pre- 
tence whatsoever :  that  no  rebellious  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
should  be  allowed  to  reside  in  that  kingdom  :  and  that  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  with  respect  to  the  demolition  of 
Dunkirk,  should  be  fully  executed  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
Britannic  majtsty.  The  treaty  contained  a  mutual  guar- 
antee of  all  the  places  possessed  by  the  contracting  pawers; 
of  the  protestant  succession  on  the  throne  of  England,  as 
well  as  of  that  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  crown  of 
France ;  and  a  defensive  alliance,  stipulating  the  proportion 
of  ships  and  forces  to  be  furnished  to  that  power  which 
should  be  disturbed  at  home  or  invaded  from  abroad.  The 
English  people  murmured  at  this  treaty*  They  said  an 
unnecessary   umbrage  was  given  to  Spain,  with  which  the 
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oation  had  great  commercial  connexions ;  and  that  on  pr«* 
tente  of  an  invasion,  a  body  of  foreign  troops  might  be 
introduced  to  enslave  the  kingdom. 

§  XXXVIL  His  majesty  was  not  so  successful  in  his 
endeavours  to  appease  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  refused  to 
listen  to  any  overtures  until  Bremen  and  Verden  should  be 
restored*  These  the  elector  of  Hanover  Tesolved  to  keep 
as  a  fair  purchase ;  and  he  engaged  in  a  confederacy  with 
the  enemies  of  Charles,  for  the  maintenance  of  this  acqiii- 
sition.  Meanwhile  his  rupture  with  Sweden  was  extremely 
prejudicial  to  the  commerce  of  England,  and  had  well  nigh 
entailed  upon  the  kingdom  another  invasion/  much  more 
formidable  than  that  which  had  so  lately  miscarried.  The 
ministers  of  Sweden  resident  at  London,  Paris, '  and  the 
Hague,  maintained  a  correspondence  with  the  disaffected' 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  A  scheme  was  formed  for  the 
Swedish  king's  landing  on  this  island  with  a  considerable 
body  of  forces,  where  he  should  be  joined  by  the  malcon- 
tents of  the  united  kingdom.  Charles  relished  the  enter- 
prise, which  flattered  his  ambition  and  revenge :  nor  was  it 
disagreeable  to  the  czar  of  Muscovy,  who  resented  the 
elector's  offer  of  joining  the  Swede  against  the  Russians, 
provided  he  would  ratify  the  cession  of  Bremen  and  Ver- 
den. King  George  having  received  intimation  of  these 
intrigues  returned  to  England  towards  the  ei\d  of  January ; 
and  ordered  a  detachment  of  foot  guards  to  secure  count 
Gyllenburg,  the  Swedish  minister,  with  all  his  papers.  At 
the  same  time,  sir  Jacob  Bancks  and  Mr.  Charles  Ceesar  ' 
were  apprehended.  The  other  foreign  ministers  took  the 
alarm,  and  remonstrated  to  the  ministry  upon  this  outrage 
committed  against  the  law  of  nations.  The  two  secretaries^ 
Stanhope  and  Methuen,  wrote  circular  letters  to  them, 
assuring  them  that  in  a  day  or  two  they  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  reasons  that  induced  the  king  to  take 
such  an  extraordinary  step.  They  were  generally  satisfied 
with  this  intimation ;  but  the  marquis  de  Monteleone,  am- 
bassador from  Spain,  expressed  his  concern,  that  no  other 
way  could  be  found  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 
without  arresting  the  person  of  a  public  minister,  and  seiz^ 
ing  all  his  papers ;  which  were  the  sacred  repositories  of  his* 
master's  secrets:   he  observed,  that  in  whatever  maimer 
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these  two  facts  might  seem  to  be  understood,  they  very  sen* 
sibly  wounded  the  law  ofnations.  About  the  same  time 
baron  Gortz,  the  Swedish  residentiary  in  Holland,  was 
seized  with  his  papers  at  Amheim,  at  the  desire  of  king 
George,  communicated  to  the  States  by  Mr.  Leatfaes,  ia§ 
minister  at  the  Hague.  The  baron  owned  he  had  projected 
die  invasion,  a  design  that  was  justified  by  the  conduct  of 
king  George,  who  had  joined^  the  princes  in  confederacy 
against  the  the  king  of  Sweden,  without  having  received 
the  least  provocation;  who  had  assisted  the  king  of  Den* 
mark  in  subduing  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  and 
then  purchased  them  of  the  usurper;  and  who  had,  in  the 
course  of  this  very  summer,  sent  a  strong  squadron  of  ships 
to  the  Baltic,  where  it  joined  the  Danes  and  Russians 
Against  the  Swedish  fleet. 

§  XXXVIII.  When  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
met  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  the  king  informed 
them  of  the  triple  alliance  he  had  concluded  with  France  and 
Holland.  He  mentioned  the  projected  invasion ;  told  them 
he  had  given  orders  for  laying  before  them  copies  of  the 
letters  which  had  passed  between  the  Swedish  ministers  on 
that  subject ;  and  he  demanded  of  the  commons  such  sup- 
plies as  should  be  found  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
k  ingdom.  By  those  papers  it  appeared  that  the  scheme  pny- 
jected  by  Baron  Gortz  was  very  plausible,  and  even  ripe  for 
execution ;  which,  iiowever,  was  postponed  until  the  army 
should  be  reduced,  and  the  Dutch  auxiliaries  sent  back  to 
their  own  country.  The  letters  being  read  in  parliament, 
both  houses  presented  addresses,  in  which  they  extolled  the 
king's  prudence  in  establishing  such  conventions  with 
foreign  potentates  as  might  repair  the  gross  defects,  and 
prevent  the  pernicious  consequences  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
which  they  termed  a  treacherous  and  dishonourable  peace ; 
and  they  expressed  their  horror  and  indignation  at  the  ma- 
lice and  ingratitude  of  those  who  had  encouraged'an  inva- 
sion of  their  country.  He  likewise  received  an  address  of 
the  same  kind  from  the  convention ;  another  from  the  dis- 
ffenting  ministers ;  a  third  from  the  university  of  Cambridge ; 
but  Oxford  was  not  so  lavi&h  of  her  compliments.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  vice  chancellor  and  heads  of  that  university, 
a  motion  was  made  for  an  address  to  the  king,  on  the  sup- 
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pressian  of  the  l%te'  umNAUiral  rebellipB,  hiB  majtsjty's  safe 
return,  and  the  favour  lately  sbowjn  to  the  imiversitjr,  ia 
omitting,  at  their  request,  the  ceremony  of  burning  in  effigy 
the  devil,  the  pope,  the  pretender,  the  duke  of  Onnond,and 
the  earl  of  Mar,  on  the  anniversary  of  his  majesty's  acces- 
sion. Or.  Smalridge,  bishop  of  Bristol,  observed,  that  th^ 
rebellion  had  been  long  suppressed :  that  there  would  be  no 
end  of  addresses,  should  one  be  presented  every  |ime  hit 
g&9j^8ty  returned  from  his  German  dominions;  that  the  late 
favour  they  had  received  was  overbalanced  by  a  whole  rer 
gim^nt  now  quartered  upon  them  :  and  that  there  was  no 
precedent  for  addressing  a  king  upon  his  return  from  his 
German  dominions.  The  university  thought  they  had  rea- 
son to  complain  of  the  little  regard  paid  to  their  remon* 
stnuice,  touching  a  riot  raised  in  that  city  by  the  soMiera 
there  quartered,  on  pretence  that  the  anniversary  of  the 
prince's  birthday  had  not  been  celebrated  with,  the  usual 
rejoicings.  Affidavits  had  been  sent  up  to  the  council, 
mhicJEk  seemed  to  favour  the  officers  qf  the  regiment.  When 
the  bouse  of  lords  deliberated  upon  the  mutiny  bill,  by  which 
the  soldiers  were  exempted  fr«m  arrests  for  dehts,  (:on^ 
plaint  was  made  of  their  licentious  behaviour  at  Oxford^ 
and  a  motion  was  made,  tl^t  they  should  inquire  into  the 
riot.  The  lords  presented  an  address  to  the  queen,  desir- 
ing that  the  papers  relating  to  that  affair  ought  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house.  These  being  perused,  were  found  to  be 
recriminations  between  the  oxonians  and  the  officers  of  the 
regiment.  A  warm  debate  ensued,  during  which  the  eaii' 
of  Abingdon  offered  a  petition  from  the  vicechancellor  of 
the  univeruty,  the  auyor  and  magistrates  of  Oxford,  prayp 
ing  to  be  heard.  One  of  the  court  members  pb^ervii^g  that 
it  would  be  irregular  to  receive  a  petition  while  the  hopse 
was  in  a  grand  committee,  a  motion  was  made,  that  the 
chairman  should  leave  the  chair ;  but  this  being  carried  19 
the  negative,  the  debate  w^  resumed,  and  the  majority 
agreed  to  the  following  resolutions :  that  the  hea.d3  *of  the 
university,  and  mayor  of  the  city,  neglected  to  make  public 
rejoicing  on  the  prince's  birthday :  that  .the  officers  havin|; 
met  to  celebrate  that  day,  the  houflie  in  which  they  had  av 
sembled  was  assaulted,  and  the  windows  were  broken  by  the 
rabble :  that  this  assault  was  the  begixming  god  occasion  of 
V0L.H.  F  f 
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Englishnism:  hd  declared  dg&inst  th^  ixOMAer  bf  gimtitfK 
,Ae  supi^ly,  as  uiipArliftOienUfy  and  tinprtcedenttd*  Ha 
totd  he  could  not  persuade  hiikisdf  dtat  any  EngU^ktnaii 
advised  his  majesty  to  send  snch  a  tti^ssage  $  hot  he  douM-* 
ed  not  the  resolution  of  a  British  ptfrtikknetit  would  make  a 
Gerihan  ministry  tremMei  Mr.  Stanhbpe  ha^idg  harangued 
iiie  house  in  .vindication  of  th^  lAlnidtry^  Mn  Siilith  aA- 
«wered  every  article  of  his  speech !  he  affirmbd  that  if  i^^ 
estimilte  of  the  cortduct  of  the  ministry  ih  rdlliftion  to  aAdfi 
abrodd  li^as  t6  bie  madb  fH>m  a  comparison  of  their  conduct 
sx  home,  they  would  tuot  appear  altogether  so  fauhless  as 
they  were  represented*  "  Was  it  not  a  mistake  (said  ha) 
^*  not  to  preserve  the  peace  at  home^  after  the  king  had 
*^  ascended  the  thrdne  with  the  universal  applause  and  joy- 
*^  ful  acclamations  of  all  hfs  subjects  ?  Was  it  not  a  mistiike, 
^^  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  tiot  to  iasoe  a 
^  procUitiation,  to  offer  pardon  to  such  as  should  returfi 
**  home  peaceably,  accord i«g  to  the  custom  on  former 
*^  occasions  of  the  same  i^ature  ?  Was  it  not  a  mistake,  after 
^1  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  and  the  trial  and  the 
"  execution  of  the  principhl  authors  of  it^  to  keep  up 
"  animosities,  and  drive  people  to  despair,  by  not  passitig 
"  an  act  of  indemnity,  by  keteplng  so  mahy  persons  und^r 
"  hard  and  tedious  confinement :  and  by  granting  pardons 
^^  to  some,  without  leaving  them  any  means  to  subsist? 
^^  Is  it  not  a  mistake,  not  to  trust  a  vote  of  parliam^ent  for 
"  making  goad  such  engagements  as  his  majesty  sliould 
"  think  proper  to  enter  into ;  and  instead  of  that,  to  insist 
**  on  the  granting  this  supply  in  such  an  extra<^dinary 
**  manner  ?  Is  it  not  a  mistake,  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
^*  create  divisions,  and  render  sotne  of  the  king's  best 
**"  friends  suspected  and  obnoxious  ?  Is  it  not  a  mistake,  in 
"short,  to  form  parties  and  cabals,  in  order  to  bring  in  a 
*'  bill  to  repeal  the  act  of  occasioiiial  conformity  ?"  A  great 
number  of  members  had  agreed  to  this  measure  in  private, 
though  at  this  period  it  was  not  brought  into  the  house  of 
commons.  After  a  long  debate  the  sum  was  granted. 
ThiSse  were  the  first  fruits  of  Britain's  being  wedded  to  the 
inteJf'CBts  of  the  continent.  The  elector  of  Hanover  quar- 
rdled  with  the  king  of  Sweden ;  and  England  was  not  only 
deprived  of  a  -necessar>*  branch  of  t^ommerce,  but  even  ohlif* 
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ged  to  support  ksm  in  tlie  prosecution  of  the  wtr*  The 
ministry  now  underwent  a  new  revolution.  The  earl  of 
Sunderland  and  Mr.  Addison  were  appointed  secretaries 
of  state:  Mr.  Stanhope  becaiAe  first  commissioner  of  the 
treaiHiry  and  chancellor  of  die  esxhequer. 

$  XL  I.  On  the  sixth  day  of  May,  the  king  going  to 
die  house  of  peers,  gave  the  parUi^ment  to  understand,  that 
the  fleet  under  sir  George  Byng,  which  had  sailed  to  the 
Baltic,  to  observe  the  motions  of  the  Swedes,  was  safely 
arrived  in  the  sound.  He  said  he  had  given  orders  for  the 
immediate  reduction  of  ten  thousand  soldiers,  as  well  as 
directions  to  prepare  an  act  of  indemnity.  He  desired 
they  would  uke  proper  measures  for  reducing  the  public 
deto  with  a  just  regard  to  parliamentary  credit ;  and  that 
they  would  go  through  die  public  business  with  all  possible 
despatch  and  unanimity.  Some  progress  had  already  been 
made  in  deliberations  upon  the  debt  of  the  nation,  which 
was  comprehended  under  the  two  heads  of  redeemable  and 
irredeemable  incumbrances.  The  first  had  been  contracted 
with  a  redeemable  interest ;  and  these  the  public  had  a 
right  to  discharge  :  the  others  consisted  of  long  and  short 
annuities  granted  for  a  greater  or  less  number  of  years, 
which  could  not  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  pro- 
prietors. Mr.  Robert  Walpole  had  projected  a  scheme  for 
lessening  the  interest,  and  paying  the  capital  of  those  debts, 
before  he  resigned  his  place  in  the  exchequer.  He  pro- 
posed, in  the  house  of  commons,  to  reduce  the  interest  of 
redeemable  funds,  and  offer  an  alternative  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  annuities.  His  plan  was  approved ;  but^  when  he 
resigned  his  places,  the  minister  made  some  small  altera- 
tions in  it,  which  furnished  him  with  a  pretence  for  oppo- 
sing the  execution  of  the  scheme.  In  the  course  of  the 
debate,  some  warm  altercation  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
Stanhope,  by  which  it  appeared,  they  had  made  a  practice 
of  selling  places  and  reversions.  Mr.  Hungerford  standing 
up,  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  two  such  great  men  running 
foul  of  one  another ;  that,  howevei*,  they  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  as  patriots  and  fathers  of  their  country;  and  since 
they  had  by  mischance  discovered-  their  nakedness,  the 
odier  members  ought,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  eastj 
to  turn  their  backs  upon  them,  that  they  might  not  be  seen 
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in  such  a  shameful  condition.  Mr.  Boscawen  moved  that 
the  house  would  lay  their  commands  upon  them,  that  no 
further  notice  should  he  tak^n  of  what  had  passed.  He 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Methuen :  the  house  approved  of 
the  motion ;  and  the  speaker  took  their  word  and  honour 
that  they  should  not  prosecute  their  resentment.  The 
money  corporations  having  agreed  to  provide  cash  for  such 
creditors  as  should  be  willing  to  receive  their  principal,  the 
house  came  to  certain  resoluitons,  on  which  were  founded 
the  three  bills  that  passed  into  laws,  under  the  names  of 
^^  The  South  Sea  Act,'  the  Bank  Act,  and  the  General  Fund 
^^  Act."  Th^  original  stock  of  the  South  Sea  company  did 
not  exceed  nine  millions  four  hundred  and  seventy-one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds ;  but  the 
funds  granted  being  sufficient  to  answer  the  interest  of  ten 
millions  at  six  per  cent,  the  company  made  up  that  turn  to 
the  government,  for  which  they  received  six  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  yearly,  and  eight  thousand  pounds  a  year  for 
management.  By  this  act  they  declared  themselves  williog 
to  receive  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  the  eight 
thousand  for  management.  It  was  enacted,  that  the  com- 
pany should  continue  a  corporation,  uptil  the  redemption  of 
their  annuity,  towards  which  not  less  than  a  million  should 
be  paid  at  a  time.  They  were  likewise  required  to  advance 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions,  towards  discharging  the 
principal  and  interest  due  on  the  four  lottery  funds  of  the 
ninth  and  tenth  years  of  queen  Anne.  By  the  bank  act 
the  governors  and  company  declared  themselves  willing  to 
accept  an  annuity  of  eightj'-eight  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty -otte  pounds,  seven  shillings,  and  ten-pence  half- 
penny, or  the  principal  of  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
seventy- five  thousand  twenty-seven  pounds,  seventeen  shil- 
lings, and  ten-pence  hall  penny,  in  lieu  of  the  present  annu- 
hy,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  one  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  and  five-pence. 
They  likewise  dcchircd  themselves  willing  to  discharge^ 
and  deliver  up  to  be  cancelled,  as  many  exchequer  bills  as 
amounted  to  two  millions,  and  to  accept  of  an  anhuity  of 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  being*after  the  rate  of  five 
per  cent,  redeemable  after  one  year's  notice ;  to  circulate 
the  remaining  exchequer  bills  at  diree  per  cent,  and  one 
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pennjt  per  day.  It  wzi  enacted,  that  (he  former  allowances 
should  be  continued  to  Christmas,  and  then  the  bank  should 
have  for  circulating  the  two  millions  five  hundred  and 
8ix^*one  thousand  and  twenty-five  pounds  remaining 
exchequer  bills,  an  annuity  of  seventy-six  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  at  the  rate  of 
three  pounds  per  cent,  till  redeemed^  over  and  above  the 
one  penny  a  day  for  interest*  By  the  same  act.  the  bank 
was  required  to  advance  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  towards  discharging  the 
national  debt,  if  wanted,  on  condition  that  they  should  have 
five  pounds  per  cent,  for  as  much  as  they  might  advance, 
redeemable  by  parliament*  The  general  fund  act  recited 
the  several  acts  of  parliament,  for  establishing  the  four  lot* 
teries  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  years  of  the  late  queen,  and 
stated  the  annual  produce  of  the  several  funds,  amotmting 
in  all  to  seven  hundred  twenty-four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred forty-nine  pounds,  six  shillings  and  ten-pence  one 
fifth*  Thb  was  the  general  fund ;  the  deficiency  of  which 
was  to  be  made  good  annually,  out  of  the  first  aids  granted 
by  parliament.  For  the  regular  payment  of  all  such  annu*. 
ities  as  should  be  made  payable  by  this  act,  it  was  enacted, 
that  all  the  duties  and  revenues  mentioned  therein  should 
continue  for  ever,  with  the  proviso,  however,  that  the 
revenues  rendered  by  this  act  perpetual  should  be  subject 
to  redemption*  This  act  contained  a  clause  by  which  the 
sinking  fund  was  established.  The  reduction  of  interest 
to  five  per  cent,  producing  a  surplus  or  excess  upon  the 
appropriated  funds,  it  was  enacted,  that  all  the  moneys 
arising  from  time  to  time,  as  well  for  the  surplus,  by 
virtue  of  the  acts  for  redeeming  the  funds  of  the  bank  and 
of  the  South  Sea  company,  as  also  for  the  surplus  of  the 
duties  and  revenues  by  this  act  appropriated  to  make  good 
the  general  fund,  should  be  appropriated  and  employed  for 
the  discharging  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  national 
debt  as  was  incurred  before  the  twenty-fifth  of  December 
of  the  preceding  year,  in  such  manner  as  should  be  directed 
and  appointed  by  any  future  act  of  parliament,  to  be  dis- 
charged out  of  the  same,  and  for  none  other  use,  intent,  or 
purpose  whatsoever. 
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$  XLII.  The  earl  of  Oxford,  who  had  now  remataed 
almost  two  years  a  prisoner  in  the  Towar,  presented  ^  pe- 
tition to  the  house  of  lords,  praying  that  his  imprisoniniQat 
might  not  be  indefinite*  Some  of  the  tory  I<MYis  affirmed 
that  the  impeachment  was  destroyed  and  determined  by 
the  prorogation  of  parliament,  which  superseded  the  wholte 
proceedings ;  but  the  contrary  was  voted  by  a  considerable 
majority.  The  thirteenth  day  of  June  was  fixed  for  the 
trial ;  and  the  house  of  commons  made  acquainted  with 
this  determination^  The  commons  .appointed  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  earPs  impeachment;,  and, 
in  consequence  of  their  report,  sent  a  message  to  the  lords, 
demanding  longer  time  to  prepare  for  trial*  Accordingly, 
the  day  was  prolonged  to  the  twenty  •'fourth  of  June ;.  and 
^e  commons  appointed  a  committee,  with  four  other  memr 
bers,  to  be  managers  for  making  good  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment. At  the  appointed  time,  the  peers  repaired  to 
the  court  in  Westminster  hall,  where  lord  Cowper  presided 
as  lord  steward.  The  commons  were  assembled  as  a  comr 
mittee  of  the  whole  house :  tlie  king,  the  rest  of  the  royal 
family,  and  the  foreign  ministers,  assisted  at  die  solemnity : 
the  earl  of  Oxford  was  brought  from  the  Tower :  the  arti- 
cles of  impeachment  were  read,  with  his  answers,  and  the 
replication  of  the  commons.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  standing 
iip  to  make  good  the  first  article,  lord  Harcourt  signified  to 
their  lordships  that  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  and  they  ad- 
journed to  their  own  house.  '  There  he  represented,  that  a 
great  deal  of  time  would  be  unnecessarily  consumed  in 
going  through  all  the  articles  of  the  impeachment :  that  if  die 
commons  would  make  good  the  two  jartides  for  high  trea- 
son, the  earl  of  Oxford  would  forfeit  both  life  and  estate, 
and  there  would  be  an  end  of  the  matter:  whereas,  t» 
proceed  on  the  method  proposed  by  the  commons,  would 
draw  the  trial  on  to  a  prodigious  length.  He,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  commons  might  not  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed, until  judgment  should  be  first  given .  upon  the  arti- 
cles of  high  treason.  He  was  supported  by  the  earis  of 
Anglesey  and  Nottingham,  the  lord  Trevor,  and  a  consi- 
derable number  of  both  parties ;  and  though  opposed  by 
the  earl  of  Sunderland,  the  lords  Coningsby  and  Parker, 
the  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.     It  produced  a 
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duptttfe  betwcea  .the  two  ^mmcs.  The  tommons,  tXvt'coa^ 
feresce^  deKv«red  a  paper,  oontainmg  their  reasons  for 
uniting  it  as  their  UD^oubted  rig^t  to  impeach  a  peer 
either  for  treason  or  for  high  crimes  aad  misdemeanors  ; 
or,  diotdd  they  see  oecasion,  to  mix  both  in 'the  same  accu-^ 
satioo. '  The  house  of.  IcmU  insisted  on.  their  former  r^so*^ 
Itttien;  and  in  aaother  'conference  delivered  a  paper, 
vhereiQ  they  asserted  it  to  be  a  right  inherent  in  every 
court  of  justice  to  order  and  direct  such  methods  of  pro^ 
ceediogs  as  it  should  think  it  to  be  observed  in  all  causes 
that  isU  under  its  cognisance*  The  commons  demanded  a 
fr^e  conference,  which  was  refused.  The  dispute  grew 
more  and  more  warm.  The  lords  sent  a  message  to  the 
low^  house,  importing,  that  they  intended  presently  to  pro« 
ceed  on  the  trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford.  The  commons 
paid  no  regard  to  this  intimation ;  but  adjourned  to  ^tkc 
third  of  July.  The  lords,  repairing  to  Westminster  hall^ 
took  their  places,  ordered  the  earl  to  be  brought  to  the  bar, 
and  made  proclamation  for  his  accusers  to  appear.  Having 
waited  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  they  adjourned  to  their  own 
house,  where,  after  some  debate,  the  earl  was  acquitted 
upon  a  division :  then  returning  to  the  hall  they  voted, 
that  he  should  be  set  at  liberty.  Oxford  owed  his  safety 
to  the  ditfsensiotts  among  the  ministers,  and  to  the  late 
change  in  the  administration.  In  consequence  of  this,  he 
was  delivered  from  the  persecution  of  Walpole  ;  and  num-^ 
bered  among  his  friends  the  dukes  of  Devonshire  and 
'Al'gyl^v  the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Hay,  and  lord 
Townshend.  The  commons,  in  order  to  express  their 
sense  of  his  demerit,  presented  an  address  to  the  king, 
desiring  he  might  be  excepted  out  of  the  intended  act  of 
grace.  The  king  promised  to  comply  with  their  request ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  forbade  the  earl  to  appear  at  court. 
On  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  the  earl  of  Sunderland  deli- 
vered in  the  house  of  peers  the  act  of  grace,  which  passed 
through  both  houses  with  great  expedition.  From  this 
indulgence  were  excepted  the  earl  of  Oxford,  Mr.  Prior, 
Mn  Thomas  Harley,  Mr.  Arthur  Moore ;  Crisp,  Nodes, 
Obryan,  Redmarne  the  printer,  and  Thompson ;  as  also  the 
assassinators  in  Newgate,  and  the  clan  of  Macgregor  in 
Scotland.  By  virtue  of  this  .act,  the  earl  of  Cafnwath, 
Vol.  ir.  G  g 
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the  lords  Widriogton  and  Nakne  were  immriwtdly  dis* 
charged ;  together  with  all  the  ge&demen  under  aeatence 
of  death  in  Newgate,  and  those  that  were  confiatsd  on 
account  of  the  rebellion  in  the  Fleet,  the  Manhalsea,  and 
other  prisons  of  die  kingdom*  The  act  of  grace  being 
prepared  for  the  royal  assent,  the  king  went  to  the- house 
of  peers  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Jidy,  and  having  given  his 
sanction  to  all  the  bills  that  were  ready,  closed  the  session 
with  a  speedi  on  ihe  usual  topics. 

$  XLIII*  The  proceedings  in.  the  convocation  turned 
chiefly  upon  two  perJEbrmances  of  Dr.  Hoadley,  bishop  of 
Bangor.  One  was  entitled,  ^^  A  Preservative  against  the 
^*  Principles  and  Practices  of  the  Noi^urors :"  the  osher 
was  a  sermon  preached  before  the  king,  under  the  title  of, 
*^  The  Nature  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ."  An'answer  to 
this  discourse  was  published  by  Dr.  Snape,  master  of  Eton 
(x>Uege,.and  the  convocation  appointed  a  committee  toexa- 
miue  the  bishop's  two  performances.  They  drew  up  a  repre* 
sentation,  in  which  the  Preservative  and  the  sermon  were 
censured,  as  ten4ing  to  subvert  all  government  and  disci- 
pline in  the. church  of  Christ;  to  reduce  his  kingdom  to  a 
^te  of  anarchy  and  confusion :  to  impugn  and  impeach 
the  royal  supremacy  in  causes  ecclesiastical,  and  the  autho- 
rity of  t^e  legislature  to  enforce  obedience  in  matters  of 
religion  by  dvil  sanctions.  The  government  thought  pro« 
per*  to  put  a  stop  to  these  proceedings  by  a  prorogation; 
which,  however,  inflamed  the  controversy.  A  great  nam- 
ber  of  pens  were  drawn  against  the  bishop :  but  his  chief 
antagonists  were  Dr.  Snape  and  Dr.  Sherlock,  whom  the 
king  removed  from  the  offlce  of  his  chaplains :  and  the  con- 
vocation has  not  been  permitted  to  sit  and  do  business  sinc:e 
that  period. 
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I.  Dfference  between  King  George  and  the  Ozar  of 
Muscovy.  $  II.  The  King  of  Sweden  is  killed  at 
Frederieistadt.  $  III.  Negotiation  for  the  quadrtiple 
aUiance.  ^  IV«  Proceedings  in  Parliament*  $  V« 
yames  Shepherd  executed  for  a  design  against  the  King's 
Hfe»  Parhament  prorogued*  $  VI.  Nature  of  the 
quadruple  alliance*  $  VII.  Admiral  Byng  sails  to  ths 
Mediterranean.  $  VIII.  He  destroys  the  Spanish  fiett 
aff  Cape  Passaro.  $  IX.  Remonstrances  of  the  Spamsh 
Ministry*  §  X.  Disputes  in  Parliament  touching  the 
AdmiraPs  attacking  the  Spanish  fleet*  $  XI.  Act  for 
strengthetung  the  Protestant  interest.  $  XII.  Wa$r 
declared  against  Spmm  $  XIII.  Conspiracy  against 
the  Regent  of  France.  %  XIV.  Intended  invasion  by 
the  Duke  ofOrmond*  $  XV.  Three  hundred  Spaniards  ^ 
land  and  are  taken  in  Scotland*  $  XVI*  Account  of. the 
Peerage  bill.  $  XVII.  Count  Merd  assumes  the  com* 
mand  of  the  Imperial  army  in  Sicily*  $  XVIII*  Ac*^ 
tivity  of  Admiral  Byng*  ^  XIX.  The  Spanish  troops 
evacuate  Sicily.  $  XX.  Philip  obliged  to  accede  to  the 
quadruple  alBance*  $  XXI.  Sill  for  securing  the  de% 
pendency  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crorwn  of  Great  Britain* 
$  XXII.  South  Sea  act.  $  XXIII.  Charters  granted 
to  the  Royal  and  London  assurance  ojfices.  $  XXIV. 
Treaty  of  alliance  with  Sweden.  $  XXV.  The  Prince 
of  Hesse  elected  King  of  Sweden.  $  XXVI.  Effects  of 
the  South  Sea  scheme.  $  XXVII.  The  bubble  breaks* 
§  XXVIIL  A  secret  committee  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Commons.  $  XXIX.  Inquiry  carried  on  by  both 
Houses.  §  XXX.  Death  of  Earl  Stanhope  and  Mr* 
Craggs^  both  Secretaries  of  State.  $  XXXI.  The  Estates 
of  the  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company  are  confie* 
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cated*      §   XXXII.  Proceedings  of  the  Commons  with 
respect  to  the  stock  of  the  South  Sea  Company. 

$  I.  DURING  these  transactions,  the  negoda* 
tions  of  the  north  were   continued   against  the   king  of 
Sweden,  who  had  penetrated  into  Norway,  and  advanced 
towards  Christianstadt,  the  capital  of  that  kingdom.     The 
czar  had  sent  five -and- twenty  thousand  Russians  to  assist 
the  allies  in  the  reduction  of  Wismar,  which  he  intended  to 
beston^  upon  his  niece^  lately  married  to  the  duke  of  Meck- 
lenburg*Schwerin :  but,  before  his  troops  arrived,  the  place 
liad  surrendered,  and  the  Russians  were  not  admitted  into 
the  garrison,  a  circumstance  which  increased  the  misun- 
derstanding between  him  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
Nevertheless,    he   consented   to  a  project  for  making  a 
descent  upon  Schonen,  and  actually  took  upon  him  the  com- 
mand of  the  allied  fleet;  though  he  wasnot  at  all  pleased 
to  see  sir  John  Norris  in  the  Baltic,  because  he  had  formed 
designs  against   Denmark,  which   he  knew  the   En^ish 
squadron  would  protect*     He  suddenly  desisted  from  the 
expedition  against  Schonen,  on  pretence  that  the  season  was 
too  far  advanced  ;  and  the  king  of  Denmark  publiahed  a 
manifesto,  remonstrating  against  his  conduct  on  this  ooca* 
sion.    By  this  time  baron  Gortz  had  planned  a  pacification 
between  his  master  and  the  czar,  who  was  discontented  with 
all  his  German  allies,  becaase  they  opposed  his  having  any 
footing  in  the  empire.     This  monarch  arrived  at  Amster- 
dam in  December,  whither  he  was  followed  by  the  czarina; 
and  he  actually  resided  at  th^  Hague  when  king  George 
passed  through  it,  in  returning  to  his  British  dominions ; 
but  he  declined  an  interview  with  the  king  of  £ngland. 
When  Gyllenburg's  letters  were  published  in  London,  some 
passages  seemed  to  favour  the  supposition  of  the  czar's 
being  privy  to  the  cpnspiracy.    His  minister  at  the  English 
court  presented  a  long  memorial,  complaining  that  the  king 
had  caused  to  be  printed  the  malicious  insinuations  of  his 
enemies.     He  denied  his  having  the  least  concern  in  the 
design  of  the   Swedish  king*     He  charged  the  court  of 
England  with  having  privately  treated  of  a  separate  peace 
"^th  Charles,  and  even  with  having  promised  to  assist  him 
ugainst  the  czar,  on  condition  that  he  would  reUnquush  his 
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pretenaions  to  Bremen  and  Verden*  MeveitheleM  he  ex* 
pressed  an  indtnation  to  reestablish  the  ancient  good  under- 
standing, and  to  engage  in  vigorous  ^easOres  fpr  proseou*  - 
ting  the  war  against  the  coflAmon  enemy.  The  memorial 
was  answered  by  the  king  of  Great  BritaiD,  who  assured 
the  czar  he  should  have  reason  to  be  fully  satisfied,  if  he 
would  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  their  mutual  good  un- 
derstanding :  in  other  words,  withdraw  the  Russian  troo|is 
from  the  empire.  *  Notwithstanding  these  professions,  the 
two  faidkiarchs  were  never  perfectly  reconciled. 

§  II.  The  czar  made  an  excursion  to  the  court  of 
France,  where  he  concluded  a  treaty  of  friendship  with  the 
regent,  at  whose  earnest  desire  he  promised  to  recal  his 
troopa  from  Mecklenburgh.  At  his  return  to  Amsterdam, 
he  had  a  private  interview  with  Gortz,  who,  as  well  as  Gyl- 
lenburgfa,  had  been  set  at  liberty.  Gortz  undertook  to 
adjust  all  difference  between  the  czar  and  the  king  of  Swe« 
den  within  three  months ;  and  Peter  engaged  to  suspend 
all  operation  against  Sweden,  until  that  term  should  be 
expired.  A  congress  was  opened  at  Abo,  between  the 
Swedish  and  Russian  ministers;  but  the  conferences  were  ' 
afterwards  removed  to  Aland.  By  this  convention,  the 
czar  obliged  himself  to  assist  Charles  in  the  conquest  of 
Norway;  and  they  promised  to  unite  all  their  forces  against 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  should  he  presume  to  interpose* 
Both  were  incensed  against  that  prince ;  and  one  part  o£  * 
their  design  was  to  raisQ  the  pretender  to  the  throne  of 
England.  Baron  Gortz  set  out  from  Aland  for  Frederick- 
stadt  in  Norway,  with  the  plan  of  peace :  but,  before  he 
arrived,  Charles  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball  from  the  towi), 
as  he  visited  the  trenches,  on  the  thirtieth  of  November. 
Baron  Gortz  was  immediately  arrested,  and  brought  to  the 
scaffold  by  the  nobles  of  Sweden,  whose  hatred  he  liad 
incurred  by  his  insolence  of  behaviour.  The  death  of 
Charles  was  fortunate  for  king  George.  Sweden  was-  now 
obliged  to  submit ;  while  the  czar,  the  king  of  Denmark, 
and  the  elector  of  Hanover,  kept  possession  of  what  they 
had  acquired  in  the  course  of  the  war. 

$  III.  Thus  Bremen  and  Verden  were  secured  to  the 
house  of  Hanover :  an  acquisition  towards  which  the  £ng-. 
lish  nation  contributed  by  her  money,  as  well  as  by  he^ 

^  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


JI3S  iHSTORYOF  SKGLiUffll.  f^fy. 

arms :  an  acquUitioii  made  in  cbntradietian  to  the  engage- 
ments into  which  England  entered  when  king  William  be- 
came guarantee  for  the  treaty  of  Travendahl :  an  aoqtoiri- 
ti^n  that  may  be  considered  as  die  fint  link  of  a  politkad 
chain  by  which  the  English  nation  was  dragged  back  into 
expensive  connexions  with  the  continent.  The  king  had 
not  yet  received  the  investiture  of  the  dutchies ;  and,  until 
that  should  be  procured,  it  was  nec^sary  to  espouse  with 
warmth  the  interest  of  the  empet^.  This  was  another 
source  of  misunderstanding  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  ^rin^e  Eugene  gained  another  complete  victory 
over  a  prodigious  army  of  thie  Turks  at  Belgrade,  which 
was  surrendered  to  him  after  the  battle.  The  emperor  had 
engaged  in  this  war  as  an  ally  of  the  Venetians,  whom  die 
Turks  had  attacked,  and  driven  from  the  Mofea.  The 
pope  considered  it  as  a  religious  war  against  the  infidels  ; 
^md  obtained  repeated  ^assurances  from  the  king  of  Spain, 
that  he  would  not  undertake  any  thing  against  the  emperor, 
while  he  was  engaged  ih  such  a  laudable  quarrel.  Philip 
had  even  sent  a  squadron  of  ships  and  galleys  to  the  assts* 
^nce  of  the  Venetians.  In  the  course  lof  this  year,  how« 
ever,  be  equipped  a  strong  armament,  the  command  of  which 
he  bestowed  on  the  marquis  de  Lede,  who  sailed  from 
Barcelona  in  July,  and  landing  at  Cagliari  in  Sardinia, 
which  belonged  to  the  emperor,  made  a  conquest  of  the 
*  whole  island.  At  the  same  time,  the  king  of  Spain  endea* 
voured  to  justify  these  proceedings  by  a  manifesto,  in  which 
he  alleged  that  the  Archduke,  contrary  to  the  fouth  of 
treaties,  encouraged  and  supported  the  rebellion  of  his  sub- 
jects in  Catalonia,  by  frequent  succours  from  Naples,  and 
other  places ;  and  that  the  great  inquisitor  of  Spain  had 
been  seized,  though  furnished  with  a  passport  from  his 
holiness.  He  promised,  however,  to  proceed  no  further, 
and  suspend  all  operations,  that  the  powers  of  Europe 
might  have  time  and  opportunity  to  contrive  expedients  for 
reconciling  all  differences!  and  securing  tlie  peace  and 
balance  of  power  in  Italy :  nay,  he  consented  that  this  im*' 
portant  affair  should  be  left  to  the  arbitration  of  king 
George  and  the  states  general.  These  powers  undertook 
the  office.  Conferences  were  begun  between  the  ministers 
of  the  emperor,  France,  England,  and  Holland ;  and  these 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


isnr.  oBoioBi.  JI3P 

produced,  in  the  conne  of  die  followiog  year,  the  fanioiie 
qiiad|U|de  aUiance.  In  this  treaty  it  was  stipulated,  that 
die.easperor  should  renounce  all^  pretensions  to  the  erown  of 
Spain,  and  exchange  Sardinia  for  Sicily,  with  the  duke  of 
Savoy;  that  the  succession  to  the  dtttchies  cS  l\iscany, 
Parma,  and  Plaoentia,  whidi  the  queen  of  Spain  chiimed 
1^  inheritance,  as  princess  of  tho  house  of  Famese,  should 
be  nettled  on  her  eldest  son,  in  case  the  present  possessors 
should  die  without  male  issue.  Philip,  dissatisfied  with 
this  partkicm,  continued  to  make  formidaUe  preparations 
by  saaand  land.  The  king  of  England  and  the  regent  of 
Fiance  interposed  their  admonitions  to  no  purpose.  At 
kngtbhb  Britannic  majesty  had  recourse  to  more  substan- 
tial snrgnments,  and  mndered  a  strong  squadron  to  be 
equipped  with  all  poasiUe  expedition.* 

^  IV.  On  the  third  day  of  November,  the  princess  of 
Wake  was  delivered  of  a  prince,  the  ceremony  of  whose 
bapciam  was  productive  of  a  difference  between  the  grand- 
b&KiB  and  the  £sther.  The  prince  of  Wales  intended  that 
his  uncle,  the  duke  of  York,  should  stand  godfather.  The 
king  ord^^d  the  duke  of  Newcasde  to  stand  for  himself* 
Alter  the  ceremony,  the  prince  expressed  his  resentment 
against  this  noblemaa  in  very  warm  terms.  The  king 
ordered  the  prince  to  confine  himself  within  his  own  apart- 
ments ;  and  afterwards  signified  his  pleasure  that  he  should 
quit  the  palace  of  St.  James.  He  retired  with  the  princess 
to  a  heittse  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Grantham ;  but  the 
diildren  were  detained  at  the  palace.  All  peers  and  peer* 
esses,  and  all  privy  counseUors  and  their  wives,  were  given 
eo  understand,  that  in  case  they  visited  the  prince  and  prin- 

«Tlu»  pwilindfr»  who  refided  st  Urbino,  htvlnc  Te«?if|pd  inteUiceD«e  froni 
Faris,  tlut  there  was  a  <1eflign  formed  ng^ainst  his  nfc,  pope  Clement  XI.  eave 
dh'^etioBt  thtt  an  feraitfMrt  in  that  neigMKNurhood,  eapeeially  Eaglish,  ahovid  be 
Aireatcd.  The  eari  of  Peterboroagh  arrivinff  at  Bologna,  vith  a  few  armed  fol- 
IdWets,  was  adzed,  with  alt  his  papers.  Being  interrogHted,  he  said  he  came  to 
yss  Mvne  timo  in  Italr,  for  the  benefit  of  thq  air.  H«  ^l^as  alose  aoafined  for  a 
Vhole  month  in  Fort  Urbino,  and  his  attendants  were  sent  to  prison.  Nothing 
appealing  to  hialUy  ^e  8iJS)>iaioD»  he  wna  dismissed  with  oMommon  nvAity.  The 
lung  demanding  reparation  for  this  insult,  the  pope  wrote  with  his  oun  hand  n 
tetter  to  an  ally  of  Great  Britain,'  declaring  that  the  legate  of  Bologna  had  vio- 
kndy  and.iuiiustlj,  withoat  the  knowledge  of  his  holmeas,  caused  the  earl  of 
Peterboroagh  to  be  seized  upon  suspisions  u  hich  proved  to  be  ill  grounded.  The 
cirffinll  legate  sent  a  declaration  to  the  EngUsh  admiral  in  the  Mediterranean, 
that  he  hM  asked  forgiTeoete  of  his  holiness,  and  now  be^jsed  pardon  of  bis. 
Brilapnic  anjestrj,  for  ]|iifing;un(tdri9ed!y  arrested  a  peer  of  Gr^t  Britain  on  hi& 
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» 
cesSf  the;-  should  have  no  access  to  his  majesty's  pretence  > 

and  all  who  enjoyed  posts  and  places  under  both  kmg  and 
prince  were  obliged  to  quit  the  service  of  one  or  other,  at 
their  option.     When  ^e  parliament  met  on  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  November,  the  king,  in  his  speech,  told  bc^ 
houses  that  he  had  reduced  the  army  to  very  near  one  haU^ 
since  the  beginning  of  the  last  session:  he  expressed  his 
desire  that  all  those  who  were  friends  to  the  present  happy 
establishment  might  unanimously  concur  in  some  proper 
method  for  the  greater  strengthening  the  protestant  inter- 
""^  N      est,  of  which,  as  the  church  of  England  was  unqueation- 
'.^     ably  the  main  support  and  bulwark,  so  would  she  reap  the 
\     r^      principal  benefit  of  every  advantage  accruing  from   the  ' 
X^       union  and  mutual  charity  of  all  protestants.     After  the 
addresses  of  thanks,  which  were   couched  in  the  usual 
^"^  ^^    style,  the  commons  proceeded  to  take,  into  consideration 
'  the  estimates  and  accounts,  in  order  to  setde  the  establish- 
ment of  the  anny,  nav}%  and  ordnance.     Ten  thousand 
."^     m.en  were  voted  for  the  sea  service.    .When  the  supply  for 
the  army  fell  under  deliberation,  a  very  warm  debate  en- 
"■  ,       sued,  upon  the  number  of  troops  necessary  to  be  main* 
tained.     Sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Shippen,  and  Mr. 
Walpole,  in  a  long  elaborate  harangue,  insisted  upon  its 
being  reduced  to  twelve  thousand.     They  were  answered 
'  N.     by  Mr.  Craggs,  secretary  at  war,  and  sir  David  Dalrym- 
s^    pie.     Mr.  Shippen  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  said  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  king's  speech  seemed  rather  to  be 
/\  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  Germany  than  for  Great 
' ""      Britain ;  and  it  was  a  great  misfortune  that  the  king  was  a 
stranger  to  our  language  and  constitution.     Mr.  Lechmere 
y       affirmed  this  was  a  scandalous  invective  against  the  king's 
person  and  government ;  and  moved  that  he  who  uttered 
'    -.^        it  should  be  sent  to  the  Tower.     Mr.  Shippen,  refusing  to 
retract  or  excuse  what  he  had  said,  was  voted  tathe  Tower 
by  a  great  majority ;  and  the  number  of  standing  forces 
I  was  fixed  at  sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
'seven  effective  men. 

$  V.  On  account  of  the  great  scarcity  of  silver  coin, 
occasioned  by  the  exportation  of  silver,  and-  the  importa* 
tion  of  gold,  a  motion  was  made  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
growing  evil  by  lowerlflg  the  value  of  gold  s'pccie.     The 
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commons  examined  a  representation  which  had  been  made 
to  the  treasury  by  sir  Isaac  Newton,  master  of  the  mint^ 
on  this  subject*  Mr*  Caswell  explained  the  nature  of  a 
clandestine  trade  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  and  Hamburgh- 
ers,  in  concert  with  the  Jews  of  England  and  other  traders, 
for  exporting  th|e  silver  coih  and  importing  gold,  which 
being  coined  at  the  mint,  yielded  a  profit  of  fifteen  pence 
upon  every  guinea.  The  house  in  an  address  to  the  king, 
desired  that  a  proclamation  might  be  issued,  forbidding  all 
persons  to  utter  or  receive  guineas  at  a  higher  rate  than 
one«and-twenty  shillings  each.  His  majesty  complied  with 
their  request ;  but  people  hoarding  up  their  silver,  in  hopes 
that  the  price  of  it  would  be  raised,  or  in  apprehension 
that  the  gold  would  be  lowered  still  farther,  the  two  houses 
resolved  that  the  standard  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of 
the  kingdom  should  not  be  altered  in  fineness^  weight  or 
denomination ;  and  they  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  to 
prevent  the  melting  down  of  the  silver  coin.  At  this 
period,  one  James  Shepherd,  a  youth  of  eighteen,  apprentice 
to  a  coachmaker,  and  an  enthusiast  in  jacobitism,  sent  a 
letter  to  a  noojuring  clergjrman,  proposing  a  schenie  for 
assassinating  king  George.  He  was  immediately  appre- 
-  hended,  owned  the  design,  was  tried,  condemned,  and  ;  '\ 
executed  at  Tyburn.  This  was  likewise  the  fate  of  the^;;  V 
marquis  de  Palleotti,  an  Italian  nobleman,  brother  to  the' 
dutchess  of  Shrewsbury.  He  had^  in  a  transport  of  pas* 
sion,  killed  his  own  servant ;  and  seemed  indeed  to  be  dis- 
ordered in  his  brain.  /«After  he  had  received  sentence  of 
death,  the  king's  pardon  was  earnestly  solicited  by  his  sis* 
ter,  the  dutchess,  and  many  other  persons  of  the  first  dis- 
tinction: but  the  common  people  became  so  clamorous, 
that  it  was  thought  dangerous  to  rescue  him  from  the  pe- 
nalties of  the  law,  which  he  accordingly  underwent  in  the 
most  ignominious  manner.  No  subject  produced  so  much 
heat  and  altercation  in  parliament  during  this  session,  as 
did  the  bill  for  regulating  the  land  forces,  and  punishing 
mutiny  and  desertion ;  a  bill  which  was  looked  upon  -as  sui 
encroachment  upofl  the  liberties  and  constitution  of  Eng- 
land, inasmuch  as  it  established  martial  law,  which  wrested 
from  the  civil  magistrate  the  cognisance  of  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  committed  by  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the 
Vol.  II.  H  h  r-         t 
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army :  a  jurisdiction  inconsistent  with  the  genius  and  dis- 
position of  the  people.  The  dangers  that  might  accrue 
fr^m  such  a  power  were  explained  in  the  lower  house  by 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  Mr.  Harley,  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
which  last,  however,  voted  afterwards  for  the  bill.  In  the 
house  of  lords,  it  was  strenuously  opposed  .  by  the  earls  of 
Oxford,  Strafford,  and  lord  Harcourt*  Their  objections 
were  answered  by  lord  Carteret.  The  bill  passed  by  a 
great  majority ;  but  divers  lords  entered  a  protest.  This 
affair  being  discussed,  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  vesting  in 
trustees  the  forfeited  estates  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be 
^Id  for  the  use  of  the  public ;  for  giving  relief  to  lawful 
creditors,  by  determining  the  claims,  and  for  the  more 
effectual  bringing  into  the  respective  exchequers  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  estates  till  sold.  The  time  of  claiming 
was  prolonged :  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pouhda  was 
reserved  out  of  the  sale  of  the  estates  in  Scodand,  for 
erecting  schools ;  and  eight  thousand  pounds  for  building 
barracks  in  that  kingdom*  The  king  having  signified^  by 
a  message  to  the  house  of  commons,  that  he  had  lately 
received  such  information  from  abroad,  as  gave  reason  to 
believe  that  a  naval  force,  employed  where  it  should  be 
necessary,  would  give  weight  to  his  endeavours  ;^  he  there- 
fore, thought  fit  to  acquaint  the  house. with  this  circum- 
stance, not  doubting  but  that  in  case  he  should  be  obliged, 
at  this  critical  juncture,  to  exceed  the  number  of  men 
granted  this  year  for  the  sea  service,  the  house  would  pro- 
vide for  such  exceeding.  The  commons  immediately 
drew  up  and  presented  an  address,  assuring  his  majesty 
that  they  would  make  good  such  exceedings  of  seamen  as 
he  should  find  necessary  to  preserve  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  the  king 
went  to  the  house  of  peers,  and  having  passed  the  bills 
that  were  ready  for  the  royal  assent,  ordered  the  parliament 
to  be  prorogued.® 


h  Oldmixon.  Annals,  l^mbcrtr,  Kurcliet  Hist.  Peg.  Tindal.  St. 
Tmls.    Pai  lift.    Holinebr.    Lives  of  the  Admirals. 

c  KarJ  (jowper, Toitl  cJiaacellor,  resigned  the  great  seal ;  which  was  at  firs* 
pnt  In  commission,  but  atlerwards  piven  to  lard  Parker,  as  high  olMneellor.  The 
carl  of  Sunderland  w  as  made  ^>rc8idcnt  of  the  council,  and  first  comruissioaer  of 
the  treasury,  lord  Sjanhope  and  Mr  Cra};gs  were  appointed  sccretariei  of  state, 
lord  Stanfaope  and  lord  Cwlogan  were  afterwards  created  earls. 
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$  VI.  The  king  of  Spain,  by  the  care  and  indefattga" 
ble    diligence   of  his   prinne    minister,    cardinal   Alberoni, 
equipped  a  very  formidable  armament,  which,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June,*  set  sail  from  Barcelona  towards  Italy ;  but 
the   destination  of  it  was   not   known.     A   strong  squa- 
dron having  been  fitted  out  in  England,  the  marquis  de 
Monteleone,  ambassador  from  Spain,  presented  a  memorial 
to  the  British  ministry,  importing  that  so  powerful  an  ar*  * 
mamept  in  time  of  peace  could  not  but  give  umbrage  to  the 
king  his  master,  and  alter  the  good  intelligence  that  subsist- 
ed between  the  two  crowns.     In  answer  to  this  representa- 
tion, the  ministers  declared  that  the  king  intended  to  send 
admiral  Byng  with  a  powerful  squadron  into  the  Mediterra- 
nean, to  maintain  the  neutrality  in  Italy.     Meanwhile,  the 
negotiations  between   the    English  and   French'  ministers 
produced  the  quadruple  alliance,  by  which  king  George  and 
the  regent  prescribed  a  peace  between  the  emperor,  the  king 
of  Spain,  and  the  king  of  Sicily,  and  undertook  to  compel 
Philip  and  the  Savoyard  to  submit  to  such  conditions  as 
they  had  concerted  with  his  Imperial  majesty.     These  pow- 
ers were  allowed  only  three  months  to  consider  the  articles, 
and  declare  whether  they  would  reject  them,  or  acquiesce 
in  the  partition.     Nothing  could  be  more  contradictory  to 
the  true  interest  of  Great  Britain  than  this  treaty,  which 
destroyed  the  balance  in  Italy,  by  throwing  such  an  acces- 
sion of  power  into  the  hands  of  the  house  of  Austria.     It 
interrupted  the  commerce  with  Spain;  involved  the  king- 
dom in  an  immediate  war  with  that  monarchy ;  and  gave  rise 
to  all  the  quarrels  and  disputes  which  have  arisen  between 
England  and  Spain  in  the  sequel.     The  states  general  did 
not  approve  of  such  violent  measures,  and  for  some  time 
kept  aloof:  but  at  length  they  acceded  to  the  quadruple 
alliance,  which  indeed  was  no  other  than  a  very  expensive 
compliment  to  the  emperor,  who  was  desirous  of  adding 
Sicily  to  his  other  Italian  dominions. 

$  VII.  The  king  of  England  had  used  some  endea- 
voQrs  to  compromise  the  difference  between  his  Imperial 
majesty  and  the  Spanish  branch  of  the  house  of  Bourbon. 
Lord  Stanhope  had  been  sent  to  Madrid,  with  a  plan  of 
pacification,  which  being  rejected  by  Philip,  as  partial  and 

•  An.  17U. 
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iniquitous,  the  king  determroed  to  support  his  mediation  by 
force  of  arms.  Sir  George  B)Tig  sailed  from  Spithead  on 
the  fourth  day  of  June,  with  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  two 
fire  ships,  two  bomb  vessels,  and  ample  instructions  how  to 
act  on  all  emergencies.  He  arrived  off  Cape  St.  Vincent 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  month,  and  despatched  his  secre- 
tary to  Cadiz,  with  a  letter  to  colonel  Stanhope,  the  British 
ininister  at  i^adrid,  desiring  him  to  inform  his  most  catho- 
lic majesty  of  the  admiral's  arriving  in  those  parts,  and  lay 
before  him  this  article  of  his  instructions :  *"'  You  are  to 
^^  make  instances  with  both  parties  to  cease  from  using  any 
^^  further  acts  of  hostility :  but  in  case  the  Spaniards  do 
'^  still  insist,  with  their  ships  of  war  and  forces,  to  attack 
"  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  or  other  the  territories  of  the 
"  emperor  in  Italy,  or  to  land  in  any  part  of  Italy,  which 
^^  can  only  be  with  a  design  to  invade  the  emperor's 
^^  dominions,  against  whom  only  they  have  declared  war  by 
**  invading  Sardinia;  or  if  they  should  endeavour  to  make 
^^  themselves  masters  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  which  must 
^^  be  with  a  design  to  invade  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;  in 
"  which  case  you  are,  with  all  your  power,  to  hinder  and 
^^  obstruct  the  same.  If  it  should  so  happen,  that  at  your 
**  arrival,  with  our  fleet  under  your  command,  in  the  Medi- 
^^  terranean,  the  Spaniards  should  already  have  landed  any 
'*  troops  in  Italy,  in  order  to  invade  the  emperor's  territo- 
^^  ries,  you  shall  endeavour  amicably  to  dissuade  them  from 
^^  persevering  in  such  an  attempt,  and  offer  them  your 
^^  assistance  to  help  them  to  withdraw  their  troops,  and  put 
^^  an  end  to  all  further  acts  of  hostility.  But  in  case  these 
*'  your  friendly  endeavours  should  prove  ineffectual,  you 
"  shall,  by  keeping  company  with,  or  intercepting  their 
"  ships  or  convoy ;  or  if  it  be  necessary,  by  openly  oppos- 
*'  ing  them,  defend  the  emperor's  territories  from  any  fur- 
"  ther  attempt."  When  cardinal  Alberoni  perused  these 
instructions,  he  told  colonel  Stanhope,  with  some  warmth, 
that  his  master  would  run  all  hazards,  and  even  suffer 
himself  to  be  driven  out  of  Spain,  rather  than  recal  his 
troops,  or  consent  to  a  suspension  of  arms.  He  said  the 
Spaniards  were  not  to  be  frightened ;  and  he  was  so  well 
convinced  that  the  fleet  would  do  their  duty,  that  in  case 
of  their  being  attacked  by  admiral  Byng,  he  should  be  in 
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no  pain  for  the  success.  Mr.  Stanhope  presenting  him 
with  a  list  of  the  British  squadron,  he  threw  it  upon  the 
ground  with  great  emotion.  He  promised,  however,  to 
lay  the  admiral's  letter  before  the  king,  and  to  let  the  envoy 
know  his  majesty's  resolution.  Such  an  interposition  could 
not  but  be  very  provoking  to  the  Spanish  minister,  who 
had  laid  his  account  with  the  conquest  of  Sicily,  and  for 
that  purpose  prepared  an  armament  which  was  altogether 
surprising,  considering  the  late  shattered  condition  of  the 
Spanish  affairs.  But  he  seems  to  have  put  too  much  con- 
fidence in  the  strength  of  the  Spanish  fleet.  In  a  few  days 
he  sent  back  the  admiral's  letter  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  with  a 
note  under  it,  importing,  that  the  chevalier  Byng  might 
execute  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  king  his 
master. 

§  VIII.  The  admiral,  in  passing  by  Gibraltar,  was 
joined  by  vice-admiral  Cornwall,  with  two  ships.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  Minorca,  where  he  relieved  the  garrison  of  Port 
Mahon.  Then  he  sailed  for  Naples,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  first  day  of  August,  and  was  received  as  a  deliverer : 
for  the  Neapolitans  had  been  under  the  utmost  terror  of  an 
invasion  from  the  Spaniards.  Sir  George  Byng  received 
intelligence  from  the  vicero}',  count  Daiin,  who  treated 
him  with  the  most  distinguishing  marks  of  respect,  that  the 
Spanish  army,  amounting  to  thirty  thousand  men,  com- 
m^ded  by  the  marquis  de  Lede,  had  landed  in  Sicily, 
reduced  Palermo  and  Messina,  and  were  then  employed  in 
the  siege  of  the  citadel  belonging  to  this  last  city ;  that  the 
Piedmontese  garrison  would  be  obliged  to  surrender,  if  not 
speedily  relieved :  that  an  alliance  was  upon  the  carpet 
between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Sicily,  which  last  had 
desired  the  assistance  of  the  Imperial  troops,  and  agreed  to 
receive  them  into  the  citadel  of  Messina.  The  admiral  im- 
mediately resolved  to  sail  thither,  and  took  under  his  con- 
voy a  reinforcement  of  two  thousand  Germans  for  the  cita- 
del, under  the  command  of  general  Wetzel.  He  forthwith 
s^ed  from  Naples,  and  on  the  ninth  day  of  August  was  in 
sight  of  the  Faro  of  Messina.  He  despatched  his  own  cap- 
tain with  a  polite  message  to  the  marquis  de  Lede,  propo- 
sing a  cessation  of  arms  in  Sicily  for  two  months,  that  the 
powers  of  Europe  might  have  time  to  concert  measures  for 
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restoring  a  lasting  peace ;  and  declaring,  that  should  thi» 
proposal  be  rejected,  he  would,  in  pursuance  of  his  direc- 
tions, use  all  his  forte  to  prevent  further  attemps  to  disturb 
the  dominions  his  master  had  engaged  to  defend.  The 
Spanish  general  answered,  that  he  had  no  power  to  treat,  and 
consequently  could  not  agree  to  an  armistice,  but  should 
obey  his  orders,  which  directed  him  to  reduce  Sicily  for  his 
master  the  king  of  Spain.  The  Spanish  fleet  had  sailed 
from  the  harbour  of  Messina  on  the  day  before  the  English 
squadron  appeared.  Admiral  Byng  supposed  they  had 
retired  to  Malta,  and  directed  his  course  towards  Messina, in 
order  to  encourage  and  support  the  garrison  in  the  citadel. 
But,  in  doubling  the  point  of  Faro,  he  descried  two  Spanish 
'  scouts,  and  learned  from  the  people  of  a  felucca  from  the 
Calabrian  shore,  that  they  had  seen  from  the  hills  the  Span- 
ish fleet  lying  to  in  order  of  battle.  The  admiral  imme- 
diately detached  the  German  troops  to  Reggio,  under 
convoy  of  two  ships  of  war.  Then  he  stood  through  the 
Faro  after  the  Spanish  scouts  that  led  him  to  their  main 
fleet,  which  before  noon  he  descried  in  line  of  battle, 
amounting  to  seven-and-twenty  sail,  large  and  small,  besides 
two  fire  ships,  four  bomb  vessels,  and  seven  gallies.  They 
Were  comjmanded  in  chief  by  Don  Antonio  de  Castanita, 
under  whom  were  the  four  rear  admirals  Chacon,  Mari, 
Guevara,  and  Cammock.  At  sight  of  the  English  squa- 
dron, they  stood  away  large,  and  Byng  gave  chace  all  the 
rest  of  the  day.  In  the  morning,  which  was  the  eleventh 
of  August,  rear  admiral  de  Mari,  with  six  ships  of  war, 
the  gallies,  fireships  and  bomb  ketches  separated  from  the 
main  fleet,  and  stood  in  for  the  Sicilian  shore.  The  Eng- 
lish admiral  detached  captain  Walton  .with  five  ships  in  pur- 
suit of  them ;  and  they  were  soon  engaged.  He  himself 
continued  to  chase  their  main  fleet ;  and  about  ten  o'clock 
the  battle  began.  The  Spaniards  seemed  to  be  distracted 
in  their  councils,  and  acted  in  confusion.  They  made  a 
running  fight:  yet  the  ^admirals  behaved  with  courage 
and  activity,  in  spite  of  which^thcy  were  all  taken,  except 
Cammock,  who  made  his  escape  with  three  ships  of  war 
and  three  frigates.  In  this  engagv  ment,  which  happened 
ofl'Cape  Passaro,  captain  Haddock,  of  the  Grafton^  signa- 
lized his  courage  in  an  extraordinary  manner.      On  the 
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eighteenth  the  admiral  received  a  letter  from  captain  Wal- 
ton, dated  off  Syracuse,  intimating  that  he  had  taken  four 
Spanish  ships  of  war,  together  with  a  bomb  ketch,  and  a 
vessel  laden  with  arms  :  and  that  he  had  burned  four  ships 
of  the  line,  a  fire  ship,  and  a  bomb  vessel.^    Had  the  Span* 
iards  followed  the  advice  of  rear  admiral  Cammock,  who 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  sir  George  Byng  would  not  have 
obtained  such  an  easy  victory*     That  officer  proposed  that 
they  should  remain  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Paradise,  with 
their  broadsides  to  the  sea;  in    which   case  the   English 
admiral  would  have  found  it  a  very  difficult  task  to  attack 
them ;  for  the  coast  is  so  bold,  that  the  largest  ships  could 
ride  with  a  cable  aahore ;  whertas  farther  out  the  currents 
are  so  various  and  rapid,  that  the  English  squadron  could 
not  have  come  to  anchor,  or  lie  near  them  in  otder  of  battle : 
besides  the  Spaniards  might  have  been  reinforced  from  the 
army  on  shore,  which  would  have  raised  batteries  to  annoy 
the  assailants.  Before  king  George  had  received  an  account 
of  this  engagement  from  the  admiral,  he  wrote  him  a  letter 
with  his  own   hand,   approving  his  conduct.     When   sir 
George's  eldest  son  arrived  in  England,  with  a  circumstan- 
tial account  of  the  action,  he  was  graciously  received,  and 
sent  back  with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  his  father,  that  he 
might  negotiate  with  the  several  princes  and  states  of  Italy, 
as  he  should  see  occasion.     The  son  likewise  carried  the 
king*s  royal  grant  to  the  officers  and  seamen,  of  the  prizes 
they  had  taken  from  the  Spaniards.      Notwithstanding  this 
victory,  the  Spanish  army  carried  on  the  siege  of  the  citadel 
of  Messina  with  such  vigour,  that  the  governor  surrendered 
the  place  by  capitulation  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Sep- 
tember.    A  treaty  was  now  concluded  at  Vienna  between 
the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  Savoy.     They  agreed  to  form 
an  army  for  the  conquest  of  Sardinia  in  behalf  of  the  duke  ; 
and  iri  the  mean  time  this  prince  engaged  to  evacuate  Sicily ; 
but  until  his  troops  could  be  conveyed  from  that  island,  he 
consented  that  they   should  cooperate  with  the   Germans 
against  the  common  enemy.     Admiral  Byng  continued  to 

d  This  letter  is  justly  deemed  a  curious  specimeti  of  the  laconic  style. 

"  Sir, 
"  Wc  have  taken  and  deslroycKi  all  the  Spanish  ships  and  vessels  which  were 
*'  u\M>n  the  coast ;  the  miinber  as  i»er  margin,     t  am,  6fc. 

G.  WALTON." 
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aissist  the  imperialists  in  Sicily  during  the  best  part  of  the 
winter,  by  scouring  the  seas  of  the  Spaniards,  and  keeping 
the  communication  open  between  the  German  forces  and  the 
Calabrian  shore,  from  whence  they  were  supplied  with  pro* 
visions.  He  acted  in  this  service  with  equal  conduct,  reso- 
lutioQ,  and  activity.  He  conferred  with  the  viceray  of 
Naples,  and  the  other  Imperial  generals  about  the  opera- 
tions of  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  count  Hamilton  was  des- 
patted  to  Vienna,  to  lay  before  the  emperor  the  result  of 
their  deliberations :  then  the  admiral  set  sail  for  Makon, 
where  the  ships  might  be  refitted,  and  put  in  a  condition  to 
take  the  se^  in  the  spring. 

§  IX*  The  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  was  a  sub- 
ject that  employed  the  deliberations  and  conjectures  of  all 
the  politicians  in  Europe.  Spain  exclaimed  aga.in8t  the 
conduct  of  England,  as  inconsistent  with  the  rules  of  good 
faith,  for  the  observation  of  which  she  had  always  been  so 
famous.  The  marquis  de  Monteleone  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
secretary  Craggs,  in  which  he  expostulated  with  him  upon 
such  an  unprecedented  outrage.  Cardinal  Alberoni,  in  a  letter 
to  that  minister,  inveighed  against  it  as  a  base  unworthy 
action.  He  said  the  neutrality  of  Italy  was  a  weak  pre- 
tence, since  every  body  knew  that  neutrality  had  long  been 
at  an  end  j  and  that  the  prince's  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  were  entirely  discharged  from  their  engagements, 
not  only  by  the  scandalous  infringements  committed  by  the 
Austrians  in  the  evacuation  of  Catalonia  and  Majorca ;  but 
also  because  the  guarantee  was  no  longer  binding  than  till 
a  peace  was  concluded  with  France.  He  taxed  the  British 
ministry  with  having  revived  and  supported  this  neutrality, 
not  by  an  amicable  mediation,  but  by  open  violence,  and 
artfully  abusing  the  confidence  and  security  of  the  Span- 
iards. This  was  the  language  of  disappointed  ambition. 
Nevertheless  it  must  be  owned,  that  the  conduct  of  Eng- 
land, on  this  occasion,  was  irregular,  partial,  and  precipitate. 

$  X.  The  parliament  meeting  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
November,  the  king,  in  fiis  speech,  declared  that  the  court 
of  Spain  had  rejected  all  his  amicable  proposals,  and  broke 
through  their  most  solemn  engagements,  for  the  security  of 
the  British  commerce^  To  vindicate,  therefore,  the  faith  of 
liii  former  treaties,  as  well  as  to  maintain  those  he  had  lately 
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made,  and  to  protect  and  defend  the  mda  of  hn  subjects, 
which  had  in  every  branch  been  violently  and  uiyustly  op« 
pressed,  it  became  necessary  for  his  naval  forces  to  check- 
their  progress ;  that  notwithstanding  the  success  of  his  arms, 
that  court  had  lately  given  orders  at  all  the  ports  of  Spain 
and  of  the  West  Indies  to  fit  out  privateers  against  the 
English.  He  said  he  was  persuaded,  that  a  British  parlia- 
ment would  enable  him  to  resent  such  treatment ;  and  he 
assured  them  that  his  good  brother,  the  regent  of  France, 
was  ready  to  concur  with  him  in  the  most  vigourous  mea* 
sures*  A  strong  opposition  was  made  in  both  houses  to  the 
motion  for  an  address  of  thanks  and  congratulation  proposed 
liy  lord  Carterst/  Several  peers j^bs^rved,  that  such  an  ad- 
drttB  was,  in  effect,  to  qiprove  a  seafight  which  might  be 
attended  with  dangerous  consequences,  and  to  give  the 
saoctioQ  of  that  august  assembly  to  measures  which,  upon 
examination,  might  appear  either  to  cbsh  with  the  law  of 
natimis,  or  former  treaties,  or  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  trade 
of  Oreat  Britain :  that  they  ought  to  proceed  with  the  ut« 
most  caution  and  maturest  deliberation,  in  an  afiair  wherein 
the  honotu*,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  nation,  were  so 
highly  concerned.  Lord  Strafford  moved  for  an  address, 
that  sir  George  Byng's  instructions  might  be  laid  before  the 
house.  Earl  Stanhope  replied,  that  there  was  no  occasion 
for  such  an  address,  since  by  his  nuijesty's  command  he 
ha4  already  laid  before  the  house  the  treaties,  of  which  the 
late  seafight.was  a  consequence :  particularly  the  treaty  for 
a  defensive  alliance  between  the  emperor  and  his  majesty, 
concluded  at  Westminister  on  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen :  and  the 
treaty  and  alliance  for  restoring  and  settling  tne  public 
peace,  signed  at  London  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  July. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  court  of  Spain  had  violated  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  and  acted  against  the  public  faith,  in  attacking 
the  emperor^s  dominions,  while  he  was  engaged  in  a  war 
against  the  enemies  of  ehristendom :  that  they  had  rejiccted 
his  majesty's  friendly  offices  and  oiFers'  for  mediating  an 
accommodation.  He  explained  the  cause  of  his  journey  to 
Spain,  and  his  negotiations  at  Madrid.  He  added,  it  was 
lugh  time  to  check  the  growth  of  the  naval  power  of  Spain, 
in  order  to  protect  and  secure  the  trade  of  the  British  sub- 
Vol.  II.  I  i 
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j<»ets  whAcbr^ad  btai:vtolettd^ opjirMstdkbfr  tke  Sfnnuurds. 
Sifter  a  Ipojg;  drlMte,  tb«'  »etiKiB  was  oaMritd  by  a.  oomidsra^^ 
ble  majority*     The  sane  9ubj«cfc  excited  dbpntes  of  «tha 
saiiie  nature  in  the  buuse  of  coam^oe,  where  lord  Ittnch- 
ipgbcoke  TQOved  thatw  ia  thrar  addreas  of  thanks,  they  ahouUL 
declare,  .their  aaiire  saitosfActiott  io  those  aieft8ure»  which  the 
king  hacl.  already  taken  for  sineogthcoisg  the  protestamt  auc*« 
cession,  9^4  establishing  a.  laatiag  taraaqutUity  ia  Etirope* 
Th0  m^nibers  iu  tihf.  opposition  urgedy.  that  it  wasunparinn 
n]^ntary  and  unprecedented,  oa  the  first,  da^  of  the  aessian, 
tQ  eater  upon  particular :  that  tbe.  busiaesa  m  quostioa- waa 
of  the  bi^iest  importance,  and  desemwd  the  roost  matune 
deUl>^raMcin :  that  before  tht^  a|>proved  the  raeasiftrcs  whick 
had  been. taken,  they  oughrto  eamimmstbie^  reasons  on-wbicb 
thpse   meaaares    w,ere   founded*  .    Mr.    Robert   Watpefaa 
affirqned,  that,  tb^  giving  safictions  in.  the  nmnaer  propo^ 
fi^d„  to  the  late-  o^aaures,  could  baAre  no  odber  view  than* 
that  of  6crecniftg  aioistera,  w,ho.  ware  conacioos  of  ha.ving' 
bf gun.  a  war  aj^st  Spain  and  imkw  wanted  to  make  it  the 
parliaaient's  war*     He  observed,,  that  instead  of  an  cntace 
satisfac]Uon,.they  aught  to  express  their  entire  diasaliafaction 
with  such  conduct  as  was  contrary  to.  the  law  of  natums, 
and  a.  breach,  of  the  most  solemn  tareaties*     Mr.  Sccretaitj? 
Craggs,,]n  a  long  speech,  explained  the  nature  of  the  quad^ 
ruple  allisnce,  and.  justified  all  the  measurea  which  had  been 
take;).     The  address,  as  n^oved  by  lord  Uinchingbrokc,  was 
m  length  .carried,  and  presetited  to  his  majesty.     Then  the 
commons,  proceedi^d  to  consider  the  supply.     They  voted 
thir:tcen, thousand  five  hundred  sailors;. and. twelve  thousand 
four  bundled  and  thirty-fiv.e  men  for  the^ land  service.     The 
whole  estimate  amountrd  to  two  millions  two  hundred  and 
and  fifty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  eigbt^'^one  pounds^ 
nineteen  sbillingp*     The  money  was.  raised  by  a  land  taSi 
malt  tax,  and  lottery^. 

$  XJ,  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  Decemben,  eaid  Staor 
hope  declared,,  in  the  house  of  lords,  that,  ia  order  to 
unite,  the  hearts  of' the  well  affected  to  the  pnesent  esublishr 
ment,  he  had.  a  .bill  to  oflfer  under  the  title  of  ^^  An.  act  for 
^^  strengthening  the  protestant  interest  in  these,  kingdons**' 
It  was  accordingly  read,  and  appeared  to.be  a.  bill  repealing 
the  ac^ts  ^^iast^QCCMionnl  conformity,  the  growth  of  schbos, 
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had  been  concevttd   by  ilie  miDiairy,  ri  priirwte  meetikigs 

with  the  most  etninent  dnwotev*.     The  tory  lords  we^e 

aatonisiied  at  diis  mottdD,  far  -whkh  diey  were  akogetlhe^ 

ttisprepared.     Neverch<sie«i)  they  wens  Btrcaoous  in  their 

oppoution.    They  alleged  that  the  bill,  instead  of  strengths 

eakig,  would  certaiid)»*  weaken  the  drarch  of  Engbod,  by 

{ducking  off  her  best  featheva,  invesdag  her  enemies  'with 

power,  and  sharing  widi  chutichnien  the  civil  and  military , 

employments  of  which  they  were   then  wholly  poasesKcL 

£arl  Cowper  dec[^ed  himself  against  that  part  of  the  bill 

by  whidi  some  clauses  of  the  test  and  corporation  acts 

were  repealed  :  becmise  he  locked  upon  those  acts,  as  thd 

main  bulwark  of  our  exocdlent  constitution  in  church  and 

state,  which  ought  to  be  inviolably  preserved.    The  earl  of 

Uay  opposed  the  bill,  because,  in  bis  opinion,  it  infringed 

die  ptfc^  c9f9omta  of  the  treaty  of  union,  by  which  the 

boiiiids  both  of  the  church  o£  England  and  of  the  church 

of  Scotland  were  fixed  nnd  settled  ;  and  he  was  appreheu' 

sire,  if  the  articles  of  the  union  were  broke  with  respect  to 

one  church,  it  might  afterwards  be  a  precedent  to  break 

them  with  respect  to  the  other.    The  archbishop  of  Canter^ 

bury  said  the  acts  which  by  this  bill  would  be  repealed  were 

the  main  bulwark  and  supporters  of  the  English  church : 

he  expressed  all  imaginable  tenderness  for  well  meaning 

conscientious  dissenters :  but  he  could  not  forbear  sayings 

some  among  that  sect  made  a  wrong  use  of  the  favour  and 

indulgence  shown  to  them  at  the  revolution,  though  they 

had  the  least  share  .in  that  happy  event :  it  was,  therefore, 

thought  necessary  for  the  legislature  to  interpose,  and  put  a 

stop  to  the  scandalous  practice  of  occasional  conformity* 

He  added,  that  it  would  be  needless   to  repeal  the  act 

against  schism,  since  no  advantage  had  been  taken  of  it  to 

the  prejudice  of  the  dissenters.     Dr.  Hoadley,  bishop  of 

Bangor,   endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  occasional   and 

schism  acts  were  in  effect  persecuting  laws ;  and  that  by 

ffidmitting  the  principle  of  self  defence  and  self  preservation, 

in  matters  of  religion,  nil  the  persecutions  maintained  by 

the  heiithens  against    the  professors  of  Christianity,  and 

even    the    popish   inquisition,   might  b^  justified.     With 

respect  to  the  j^owcr  of  which  many  clergymen  appeji^ed 
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SO  fond  and  sa  zealous;  lie  owned  the  desire  of  power 
and  riches  was  i^Uiral  lie  all. men;  but  that  he  had  learned 
both  froni  reason  and  from  the  gospel^  that  this  .desire  must 

.  be  lept  within  due  bounds^  and  not  entrench  upon  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  their  fellow  creature  and  countrymen.  After 
a  long  debate,  the  house  agmed  to  leaire  out  some  clauses 
concerning  the. test  and  corporation,  ads  s  then  the  bill  .was 
committed,  and,  afterwards  passed*     In  the  lower  house  i^ 

,  met  with  violent  opposition,  in  spite  of^which  it  was  carried 
by  the  majority* 

$  .  XIL  The  king  on  the  sevenbeenth  day  of  Deeemberii 
sent  a  message  to  the  commons,,  importing,  that  all  his  en** 
deavours  to  procure  redress  for  the  injuries  done  to  hb 
subjects  by  the  king  of  Spain  having  proved  ineiSectuaU  he 
had  found  it  necessary  to  declare  war  against  that  monarch* 
When  a  motion  was  made  for  an  address,  to  assure  the  king 
Aey  would  cheerfully  support  him  iathe  prosecution.of  tbe 
war,  Mr«  Shippep  and  some  other  members  •  said,  they  diid 
not  see  the  necessity  of  involving  the  nation .  in  a  war,  on 
account  of  some  grievances  of  which  the  merchants  com* 
plained^  as  these  might  be  amicably  redressed.  Mr.  Stim- 
hope  assured  the  house,  that  he  had  presented  fiversad- 
twenty  memorials  to  the  ministry  of  Spain  on  that  sulgect, 
without  success.  Mr.  Methuen  accounted  for  the  dilatory 
proceedings  of  the  Spanish  court  in  commercial  affairs,  by 
explaining  the  great  variety  of  regulations,  in  the  severid 
provinces  and  ports  of  that  kingdom.  It  was  suggested^ 
that  the  ministry  paid  very  litde  regard  .to -the  trade  and 
interest  of  the  nation ;  inasmuch  as  it  appeared  by  the 
answer  from  a  secretary  of  state  to  the  letter  of  the  mar* 
quis  de  Monteleone,  that  they  would  have  overlooked  the 
violation  of  the  treaties  of  commerce,  provided  Spain  had 
accepted  the  conditions  stipulated  in  tiie  quadruple  alliance; 
for  it  was  there  expressly  said,  that  his  majesty,  the  king  of 
j^eat  Britain,  did  not  seek  to  aggrandize  himself  by  any 
new  acquisitions,  but  was  rather  inclined  to  sacrifice  some- 
thing of  bis  own  to  procure  the  general  quiet  and  tranq[uiU 
lity  of  £urope.  A  member  observed,  that  nobody  could 
tell  how  far  that  sacrifice  would  have  e:Ktended ;  but  cer* 
taiuly  it  was  a  very  uncommon  stretch  of  condescension^ 
This  sacrifice  was  said  to  be  the  cession  ot  tiihralcar  aod^ 
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Port  Maboftf  which  the  regehtof  France  had  offered  to  the 
king  o'f  Spain,  prorided  he  would  accede  to  the  quadruple 
aUiance.  Horatio  Walpole  obaerved,  that  the  disposition 
of  Sieily  in  favour  of  the  emperor  was  an  infraction  of  the 
treaty  oif  Utrecht ;  and  hia  brother  e:Kclaimed  against  the 
injustice  of  attacking  the  Spanish  fleet  before  a  declaration 
of  war.  Notwithstaadiag  aU  these  arguments  aAd  objec- 
tions,  the  majority  agreed  to  the  address ;  and  such  another 
waa  carried  in  the  upper  house  without  a  division.  The 
declaration  of  war  against  Spain  was  published  with  the 
usual  solemnities  ;  but  this  war  was  not  a  favourite  of  the 
people,,  and  therefor^  did  not  produce  those  acclamations 
that  were  usual  on  such  occasiooa. 

§  XIII.  Meanwhile  cardinal  Alberoni  employed  all 
his  intrigues,  power,  and  industry,  for  the  gratification  of 
his  revenge*  He  caused  new  ships  to  be  built,  the  sea- 
ports CO  be  put  in  a  posture  of  defence ;  succours  to  be  sent 
to  Sicily,  and  the  proper  measures  to  be  uken  for  the 
•ecarity  of  Sardinia*  He,  by  means  of  the  prince  de 
Cellamiire,  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris,  caballed  with 
the  malcontents  of  that  kingdom,  who  were  numerous  and  , 
pqwerfui*  A  scheme  was  actually  formed  for  seizing  the 
rei^nt,  and  seciiring  the  person  of  the  king*  The  duke  of 
Orleans  owed  the  first  intimation  of  this  plot  to  king 
George,  who  gave  him  to  understand,  that  a  conspiracy 
was  formed  against  his  person  and  govemmeut.  The 
regent  immediately  took  measures  for  watching  the  conduct 
of  all  suspected  persons ;  but  the  whole  intrigue  was  dis- 
covered hy  accident*  The  prince  de  Cellamare  intrusted 
his  despatches  to  the  abbe  Portocarrero,  and  to  a  son  of 
the  marquis  de  Monteleone.  These  emissaries  set  out 
from  Pai'is  in  a  post-chaise,  and  were  overturned.  The 
postillion  overheard  Portocarrero  say,  he  would  not  have 
lost  his  portmanteau  for  a  hundred  thousand  pistoles.  The 
man,  at  his  return  to  Paris,  gave  notice  to  the  government 
of  what  he  had  observed.  Tiie 'Spaniards^  being  pursued, 
were  overtaken  and  seized  at  Poitiers,  with  the  poriman* 
teau,  in  which  the  regent  found  two  letters  that  made  him 
acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  the  conspiracy.  The 
prince  de  Cellamare  was  immediately  conducted  to  the 
frontiers  ;  the  duke  of  Maine,  the  marquis  de  Pompadour, 
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the  pardkial  cb  Polignac,  and  many  other  peivons  ^  4iS'> 
tincrion,  were  eommittad  t»  diffeneftt  prisons.  The  regent 
declared  war  agaiast  Spain^  on  the  twenty-ninth*  day  of 
December;  and  an  aritiy  of  six-atid-thirty  thousand  men 
began  its  nnarcli  towards  chcU  kingdom  in  Junoary,  under 
the  command  of  the  dtike  of  Berwick^ 

$  XIV.  Cardinal  Aibeit>ni  had  likewise  formed  a 
scheme  in  favour  of  the  pretender,  rrhe  duke  of  Onmond 
repairing  to  Madrid^  held  coii€erenqe:»  with  his  eminence; 
and  measureB  were  concerted  for  «xj:iting  another  insur- 
rection in  Great  Brit^un*  The  chevalier  de  St.  Georgo 
quitted  Urbino  by  stesiUh ;  and  embarking  at  Netteno, 
landed  at  Cagliari  in  Mnrch.  From  thence  he  took  bis 
passage  to  Koscs  in  Catalonia^  and  proceeded  to  Madrid, 
where  he  was  received  with  great  cordiidity,  and  treated 
as  king  of  Great  Britain.  Ati  armament  had  been  equip-^ 
ped  of  ten  ships  of  war  and  transports,  having  on  board 
six  thousand  regular  troops,  ^vith  arms  for  twelve  thou- 
sand men.  The  command  of  this  fleet  was  bestowed  :Oii 
the  duke  of  Ormond  with  the  title  of  captain  general  of 
his  most  catholic  majesty.  He  was  provided  with  decla- 
rations iu  the  name  of  that  king,  importing,  that  for  many 
good  reasons  he  had  sent  part  of  his  land  and  sea  forces  into 
England  and  Scotland,  to  act  as  auxiliaries  to  king  James. 
His  Britannic  majesty,  having  received  from  the  regent  of 
France  timely  notice  of  this  intended  inf  asion,  offered,  hf 
proclamation,  rewards  to  those  that  should  apprehend  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  or  any  gendeman  embarked  in  that 
expedition.  Troops  were  ordered  to  assemble  in  the 
north,  and  in  the  west  of  England:  two  thousand  men 
were  demanded  of  the  states  general :  a  strong  squadron 
was  equipped  to  oppose  the  Spanish  armament ;  and  the 
duke  of  Orleans  made  a  proffer  to  king  George  of  twenty 
battalions  for  his  service. 

§  XV.  His  majesty  having  communicated  to  bodi 
houses  of  parliament,  the  repeated  advices  he  had  received 
touching  this  projected  descent,  they  promised  to  support 
him  against  all  his  enemies.  They  desired  he  would  aug* 
nient  his  forces  by  sea  and  land ;  and  assured  him  they 
would  make  good  the  extraordinary  expense.  Two  then- 
sand  men  ',v-er;£  landed  from  Holland,  and  six  battalions  ot 
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IniiperHdiBtB  froio  die  AuAtrbn  Netberkmcljr.  The  duke  of 
Qnnond  aailed  from  Cada^i,  and  proceeded  99  fav  a&  Cape 
Bintsterre,  where  his  fleet  was  dispersed  and  disabled  by  a 
violent  stovm,  which  enfetrelj  defeated  the  pitrposed  expe-, 
cUtioiu  Two  frigates^  however^  arrived  in-  Scortand^  w^th 
the  earls  M arischal  wud,  Seaforth^  the  marquis  o(  TuUibar- 
dine,  some  field  officers^  three  hundred  Spiiniards,  and 
arms  for  two  thoosand  menb  They  were  jfciined  by  a  Aixail 
body  of  Highbodera,  and  posaessed  themoelires  of  Donan 
Castle.  Against  these  adventurers  general  W-ightman 
marehed  with  a  body  of  regular  troops  from  Inverness. 
They^had  taken  poaseaaion  of  the  pass  at  Gfenshiel  ;.bttt,  at 
the  approach  of  the  king's'  forces^  retired  to  the  pass  at 
StratcbeHy  which  they  resolved  to  defend.  They  were* 
attacked  and  driven  from  one  eminence  to  another  till  nrght, 
when  the  Highlanders  dispersed ;  and  next  day  the  Span# 
lards  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  Mareschal^ 
Seaibrthf  and  Tullibardine,  with  some  officers,  retired  t& 
one  of  the  western  isles,  in  order  to  wait  an  opportunity  of 
being  conveyed  to  the  continent. 

§  XVI.  On  the  last  day  of  February  the  duke  of  Somer* 
set  represented  in  the  house  of  lords,  that  the  number  of 
peers  bjsing  very  much  increased,  especiaUy  since  the  union 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  it  seemed  absolutely  necessary  to  take 
eiFectual  measures  for  preventing  the  inconveniences  that 
might  attend  the  creation  of  a  great  number  of  peers,  to 
serve  a  present  purpose  :  an  expedient  which  hadrbeen  actu- 
ally taken  in  the  late  reign.      He  therefore  moved  that  the 
bill  should  be  brought  in,  to  settle  and  limit  the  peerage^  in 
tionki  a  nsanner,  that  the  number  of  English  peers  should  not 
be  enlarged  beyond  six  above  the  present  number,  which, 
upo»  failure  of  male  issue,  might  be  supplied  by  new  crea- 
tions :  that  instead  of  the  sixteen  elective  peers  from  Scotland, 
twenty^five  should  be  made  hereditary  on  the  part  of  that 
Usigdom ;  and,  that  this  number,  upon  failure  of  the  heirs 
nude,  should  be  supplied  from  the  other  members  of  the 
Scottish  peerage.    This  bill  was  intended  as  a  restraint  upon 
the  prince  of  Wales,  who  happened  to  be  at  variance  with 
the  present  ministry.     The  motion  was  supported  by  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  now  lord  steward  of  the  household,  the 
earls  of  Sunderland  and  Carlisle.     It  was  opposed  by  the 
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earl  of  Oxford,  who  said/tbat  although  be  expected  Bothhig 
from  the  crown,  he  would  tiev^r  give  his  vote  for  loppmg 
oflr  so  valuable  a  branch  of  the  prerogative,  which  enabled 
the  king  to  reward  merit  and  virtuoui  actions*  llie  debate 
was. adjourned  to  the  second  day  of  March,  when  earl  Stan- 
hope delivered  a  message  from  the  king,  intimating^  diat  as 
they  had  under  consideration  the  state  of  the  British  peer^- 
age,  he  had  so  much  at  heart,  the  settliag  it  upon  such  a 
foundation,  as  might  secure  the  freedom  and  constitution  of 
parliaments  in  all  future  ages,  that  he  was  willing  hu  prero* 
gative  should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  so  great  and  ndcessary 
a  work.  Another  violent  debate  ehaued  between  the  two 
factions.  The  question  here,  as  in  abnast  every  other  dis- 
pute, was  not.  Whether  the  measure  proposed  was  advan- 
tageous to  the  nation?  but.  Whether  the  tory  or  the  whig 
i()terest  should  predominate  in  parliament?  Earl  Cowper 
afinhed,  that  the  part  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  Scottish 
peerage,  was  a  manifest  violation  of  the  treaty  of  union^  as 
well  as  a  flagrant  piece  of  injustice,  as  it  would  deprive 
persons  of  their  right,  without  being  heard,  and  without 
any  pretence  or  forfeiture  on  their  part.  He  observed,  that 
the  Scottish  peers  excluded  from  the  number  of  the  twenty- 
five  would  be  in  a  worse  condition  than  any  other  sub- 
jects in  the  kingdom ;  for  they  would  be  neither  electing 
nor  elected,  neither  representing  nor  represented.'  These 
objections  were  overruled :  several  resolutions  were  taken 
agreeably  to  the  motion ;  and  the  judges  were  ordered  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  bill.  This  measure  alarmed  the 
generality  of  Scottish  peers,  as  well. as  many  English  com- 
moners, who  saw  in  the  bill  the  avenues  of  dignity  and 
title  shut  up  against  them;  and  they  did  not  fail  to  exelaim 
against  it,  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  fundamental  max- 
ims of  the  constitution.  Treatises  were  writ  and  publiahed 
on  both  sides  of  the  question:  and  a  national  clamour 
began  to  arise,  when  earl  Stanhope  observed,  in  the  bouse, 
that  as  the  bill  had  raised  strange  apprehensions,  he  thought 
it  advisable  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  it  tiil  a 
more  proper  opportunity'.  It  was  accordingly  dropped,  vad 
the  parliament  prorogued  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Aprils 

e  Annali.    Corbet    TiocUU.    Hitt    Ueg.    Del),  in  Partiaiii.    Liv«s  of.  the 
Adnilnls. 
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on  which  occasiM  his  Majesty  told  bbth  houses,  ilhiit  the 
S^ani^h  king  had  acknowledged  the  pretender.     ' 

$  XVII.  The  king  hnving  appointed  lords  jii«tke»  to  rule 
the  kingdom  in  hts  absence,  embarked  m  May*  for  Bollafid, 
from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Hanover,  where  he  concluded  a 
peace  with  Ulrica,  the  new  queen  of  Sweden.  By  this  treaty. 
Sweden  yielded  for  ever  to  the  vt»yal  mtd  elect<Mrat  house  erf 
Brunswick,  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  with  all  their 
dependencies  :  kin^  George  obliged  himself  to  pay  a  milKem 
of  rtx  dollars  to  the  queen  ^  Sweden ;  and  to  renew,  as 
king  of  Great  Britain  and  elector  of  Hanover,  the  alliances 
formerly  subsisting  between  his  predecessors  and  chat  king* 
donl.  He  likewise  mediated  a  peace  between  Sweden  and 
his  forotef  ulties,  the  Danes  and  Prussians^  and  the  Poles* 
The  ctaXy  however,  refused  to  give  up  his  schemes  of  con- 
quest. He  sent  his  ffeet  to  the  Scheuron  or  Batses  of  Swe- 
den, where  his  troops  landing,  to  the  number  of  fifteen 
thousand,  committed  dreadful  outrages :  but  sir  John  Nor- 
ris,  who  comn&anded  an  English  squadron  in  diose  seas, 
having  orders  to  support  the  negotiations,  and  oppose  any 
hostilities  that  might  be  committed,  die  czar«  dreading  the 
fate  of  the  Spanish  navy,  thought  proper  to  recall  his  fleet. 
In  the  Mediterranean,  admiral  Byng  acted  with  unwearied 
vigour  in  Assisting  the  Imperialists  to  finish  the  conquest  of 
Sicily.  The  court  of  Vienna  httd  agreed  to  send  a  strong 
body  of  forces  to  finish  the  reduction  (rf  tliat  island ;  and 
the  command  in  this  expedition  was  bestowed  upon  the 
count  de  Merci,  with  whom  sir  George  Byng  conferred  at 
Naples.  This  admiral  supplied  them  with  ammunition  and 
artillery  from  the  Spanish  prizes.  He  took  the  whole  rein- 
forcement under  his  convoy,  and  saw  them  safely  landed  in 
the  bay  of  Psitti,  to  die  number  of  three  thousamd  five  bun- 
dred  horse,  and  ten  thousand  infantry.  Count  Merci  think- 
ing hiiHself  mtn-e  than  a  match  for  the  Spamish  forces 
commanded  by  the  marquis  de  Lede,  actftcked  him  in  a 
strong  camp  at  Franca  ViHa ;  and  Mras  repulsed  with  the 
loss  of  five  thousand  men,  himself  being  dangerously 
woutided  in  the  action*  Here  his  army  must  have  perished 
for  want  df  provision,  had  not  they  been  supplied  by  the 
English  navy. 

•An.  1719. 
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$  XVIII.  Admiral  Byog  no  sooner  learned  die  bad 
success  of  the"^  attack  at  Franca  Villa,  than  he  embarked  two 
battalions  from  the  garrison  of  Melazzo,  and  about  a  thou- 
sand recruits,  whom  he  sent  under  a  convoy  through  the 
Faro  to  Scheso  bay,  in  order  to  reinforce  the  Imperial 
army.  He  afterwards  assisted  at  a  council  of  war  with  the 
German  generals,  who,  in  consequence  of  his  advice,  un- 
dertood  the  siege  of  Messina*  Then  he  repaired  to  Naples, 
where  he  proposed  to  Count  Gallas,  the  new  viceroy,  that 
the  troops  destined  for  the  conquest  of  Sardinia  should  be 
first  landed  in  Sicily,  and  cooperate  towards  the  conquest 
of  that  island.     The  proposal  was  immediately  despatched 
to  the  court  of  Vienna.     In  the  mean  time,  the  admiral 
returned  to  Sicily,  and  assisted  at  the  siege  of  Messina.  The 
town  surrendered:  the  garrison  retired  into  the  citadel: 
and  the  remains  of  the  Spanish  navy,  which  had  escaped  ai 
Passaro,  were  now  destroyed  in  the  Mole.     The  emperor 
approved  of  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  English  admiral, 
to  whom  he  wrote  a  very  gracious  letter,  intimating  that  he 
had  despatched  orders  to  the  governor  of  Milan,  to  detach 
the  troops   designed  for  Sardinia  to  Vado,  in  order  to  be 
transported  into  Italy.     The  admiral  charged  himself  widi 
the  performance  of  this  service.    Having  furnished  the  Im- 
perial army  before  Messina  with  another  supply  of  camion, 
powder,  and  shot,  upon  his  own  credit,  he  set  sail  for  Va- 
do, where  he  surmounted  numberless  difficulties,  started  by 
the  jealousy  of  count  Bonneval,  who  was  unwilling  to  'see 
his  troops,  destined  for  Sardinia,  now  diverted  to  another 
expedition,  in  which  he  could  not  enjoy  the  chief  command. 
At  length,  admiral  Byng  saw  the  forces  embarked,  and  con- 
voyed them  to  Messina,  the  citadel  of  which  surrendered 
in  a  few  days  after  their  arrival.     By  this  time  the  marquis 
de  Lede  had  fortified  a  strong  post  at  Castro  Giovanne,  in 
the  centre  of  the  island  :  and  cantoned  his  troops  about 
Ademo,  Palermo,  and  Catanea.     The  Imperialists  could 
not  pretend  to  attack  him  in  this  situation,  nor  could  they 
remain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Messina,  on  accoimt  of  the 
scarcity  of  provisions.     They  would,  therefore,  have  been 
obliged  to  quit  the  island  during  the  winter,  had  not  the 
admiral  imdertaken  to  ti'ansport  them  by  sea  to  Trapani, 
where  they  could  extend  themselves  in  a  plentiful  country. 
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He  not  only  executed  this  enterprise;  but  even  supplied 
dietn  with  com  from  Tunis,  as  the  harvest  of  Sicily  had 
been  gathered  into  the  Spanish  magazines.  It  was  the 
second  day  of  March  before  the  last  embarkation  of  the 
Imperial  troops  were  landed  at  Trapani*. 

$  XIX.  The  marquis  de  Lede  immediately  retired  with 
his  army  to  Alcamo,  from  whence  he  sent  his  mareschal  de 
catnp  to  count  Merci  and  the  English  admiral,  with  over* 
lures  for  evacuating  Sicily.  The  proposals  were  not  disa- 
greeable  to  the  Germans ;  but  sir  George  Byng  declared 
that  the  Spaniards  should  not  quit  the  island  while  the  war 
continued,  as  he  foresaw  that  these  troops  would  be  em- 
ployed against  Frince  or  England.  He  agreed,  however, 
with  count  Merci,  in  proposing,  that  if  the  marquis  would 
surrender  Palermo,  and  retire  into  the  middle  part  of  the 
island,  they  would  consent  to  an  armistice  for  six  weeks, 
until  the  sentiments  of  their  diiferent  courts  should  be 
known.  The  marquis  offered  to  surrender  Palermo,  in 
consideration  of  a  suspension  of  arms  for  three  months; 
but,  while  this  negotiation  was  depending,  he  received, 
advice  frbm  Madrid,  that  a  general  peace  was  concluded. 
Nevertheless,  he  broke  off  the  treaty,  in  obedience  to  a  se« 
cret  order  for  that  purpose.  The  king  of  Spain  hoped  to 
obtain  Ihe  restitution  of  St.  Sebastian's,  Fontarabia,  and 
other  places  taken  in  the  course  of  the  war,  in  exchange  for 
the  evaeuation  of  Sicily.  Hostilities  were  continued  until 
the  admiral  received  advice  from  the  earl  of  Stair  at  Paris, 
that  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  the  Hague  had  signed  the 
quadruple  alliance.  By  the  same  courier  packets  were 
delivered  to  the  count  de  Merci  and  the  marquis  de  Lede, 
which  last  gave  the  admiral  and  Imperial  general  to  under- 
stand that  he  looked  upon  the  peace  as  a  thing  concluded ; 
and  was  ready  to  treat  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  They 
insisted  upon  his  delivering  up  Palermo;  on  the  other  hand, 
he  urged,  that  as  their  masters  were  in  treaty,  fpr  settling 
the  terms  of  evacuating  Sicily  and  Sardinia,  he  did  not 
think  himself  authorized  to  agree  to  a  eeissatipn,  except  on 
condition  that  eaph  party  should  remain  on  the  ground  they 
Qccupied,  and  expect  further  orders  from  their  principals^ 
After  a  fruitless  interview  between  the  three  chiefs  at  the 
Cassine  de  Rossignola,  the  Imperial  general  resolved  to. 
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i^d^rxal^e  d»e  9ieg^  of  Pakrmo:  vilh  this  vteiqr  he  de*' 
c^vmp^4  froin  Alcaou)  om  the  ei|^tefnth  d»y  of  April,  ai4 
foUowjed  the  m;arq;4is  de  h^i^^  who  retreated  before  hiaOt 
9Dd  i;pQlp  po&Sies^JLon  of  the  advaD^a^^i^MB  po^t9  that  com- 
manded the  passes  into  the  plw  of  Palenvyo;  bvLtcouat 
IVferci,  vith    bdef^tigable    4iUgeDce,    fliarched  ov«r  the 
vnowus^ins,  lybi)^  the  admiral  cos^t&d  along  shore,  attend- 
ing the  wotionj  of  the  aruiiy^    The  Spanish  general  per^ 
ceiyixig  the  Germa;a«  advaoping  iojio  the  plain^  retired  imder 
the  jcannoA  of  PalermQ,  and  fortified  his  ^ajocip  with  strong 
entrexvchmejats.     On  the  ^cp^d  diay  pf  May  the  Germana 
took  one  of  the  enemy's  redoubts  by  surprise,  aod  the  luar- 
^uis  de  Lede  ordered  all  his  forces  to  be  draw^^  out  to 
reta]ce  this  fortification :  both  armies  were  on  the  ppiut  of 
enga^injg,  when  a  courier  arrived  ia  a  felueea,  with  a 
packet  for  the  marjquis,  containing  full  po<vrer$  to  treat  aad 
agree  about  the  evacuation  of  the  island,  and  the  trimspor- 
tatioj^  of  the  army  to   Spain,     {ie  forthwith  drew  off  his 
army ;  and  sent  a  trumpet  to  the  general  and  admiral,  with 
letters,  informing  them  of  the  orders  he  had  received,  com- 
missioners  were  appointed  on  eaph  side,  the  negotiations 
begivn^  a^d  the  convention  signed  if^  a  very  few  days*  The 
(5ert)ians  were  put  in  possession  of  Palermo,  and  the  $psm- 
ish  ari^y  marched  to  Tauromini,  from  whence  tl|py  were 
transported  to  Barcelona. 

$  %^.  The  admiral  continued  in  the  Mediterranean 
until  he  had  seen  the  islands  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia  evacua- 
ted by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  mutual  cessions  executed 
betweeo  the  emperor  and  the  dcike  of  Savoy ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  four  battalions  of  Piedmontese  troops  ^cre  trans- 
ported from  Palermo  to  Sardinia,  and  took  possession  of 
Cagliari  in  the  napie  of  their  master.  In  a  word,  admiral 
Byng  bore  such  a  considerable  share  in  this  war  of  Sicily, 
that  the  fate  of  the  island  depended  whojly  oi)  hi^  courage, 
vigilance,  and  conduct.  When  he  waited  on  his  majesty  at 
Hanover,  he  met  with  a  very  gracious  reception.  The  king 
told  him  he  had  foui;jd  out  the  secret  of  o.blijjing  his  ene- 
mie^  as  wgU  as  his  friends ;  for  the  court  of  $paie  had 
meniio)9s?d  him  in.  the  most  honourable  terms,  with  respect 
to  his  candid  smd  friendly  deportment,  in  providing  trans- 
ports and  other  necessaries  for  tlie  emharkatioq  pf  their 
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troops^  and  in  protecting  tbem  from  oppression.  He  was 
appointed  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  rear  admiral  of  Great 
Briigin;  in  a  little  time  the  king  ennobled  him,  by  the  title 
of  yi^cQunt  Torringtpn :  be  vas  declared  a  privy  counsel-* 
lor ;  and  afterwards  made  Knight  of  the  Bath,  at  the  revival 
of  tb^t  ordf  r«  During  these  occurrences  in  the  Mediter- 
n»ne;i:|i^  tb^  duke  of  Berwick  advanced  with  the  French 
army  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  where  he  took  Fort  Passage 
and  destroyed  hix  ships  of  war  that  were  on  the  stocks: 
the^  be  reduced  Fontarabia  and  St.  Sebastians,  together 
with  port  Antonio  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Biscay.  In 
this  l^t  e9q;>loit  the  French  were  assisted  by  a  detachment 
of  English  seamen,  who  burned  two  large  ships  unfinished, 
and  a  gr^at  quantity  of  naval  stores.  The  king  of  England, 
witb  a  view  to  indemnify  himself  for  the  expense  of  the 
war^  projected  the  conquest  of  Corunna  in  Biscay,  and  of 
Peru  in  South  America.  Four  thousand  men,  commanded 
by  lord  Cobham,  were  embarked  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and 
sailed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  under  convoy 
of  five  ships  of  war,  conducted  by  admiral  Mighels.  Instead 
of  making  an  attempt  upon  Corunna,  they  reduced  Vigo 
with  very  little  difficulty ;  and  Point-a- Vedra  submitted 
withoiit  resistance ;  here  they  found  some  brass  artillery, 
small  arms,  and  military  stores,  with  which  they  returned 
to  flngland.  In  the  mean  time  captain  Johnson,  with  two 
{Ingliah  ships  of  war,  destroyed  the  same  number  of  Span- 
ish ships  in  the  port  of  Ribadeo,  to  the  eastward  of  Cape 
Ortegas ;  so  that  the  naval  power  of  Spain  was  totally  rumed. 
The  expedition  to  the  West  Indies  was  prevented  by  the 
peace.  Spain  being  oppressed  on  all  sides,  and  utterly 
exhausted,  Philip  saw  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  pacification. 
He  now  perceived  the  madness  of  Alberoni's  ambitious 
projects^  That  minister  was  personally  disagreeable  to  the 
emperor,  'the  king  of  England,  and  the  regent  of  France, 
who  had  declared  they  would  hearken  to  no  proposals  while 
he  should  continue  in  office :  the  Spanish  monarch,  there- 
fore^ divesi;ed  him  of  his  employment;  and  ordered  him  to 
quit  the  kingdom  in  three  weeks.  The  marquis  de  Beretti 
Landi,  minister  from  the  court  of  Madrid  at  the  Hague, 
delivered  ^a  plan  of  pacification  to  the  States ;  but  it  was 
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rejected  by  the  allies ;  and  Philip  was  obliged  at  last  to 
accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance. 

$  XXL'    On  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  king 
George    returned   to   England,   and   on  the  twenty-thiid 
opened  the  session  of  parliament  with  a  speech,  in  which 
he  told  them,  that  all  Europe,  as  well  as  Great  Britain,  was 
on  the  point  of  being  delivered  from  the  calamities  of  war, 
by  the  influence  of  British  arms  and  councils.     He  ex- 
horted  th^  commons  to  concert  proper  means  for  lessening 
the  debts  of  the  nation ;  and  concluded  with  a  panegyric 
upon  his  own  government.   It  must  be  owned  he  had  acted 
with  equal  vigour  and  deliberation  in  all  the  troubles  he  had 
encountered  since  his  accession  to  the  throne.     The  ad« 
dresses  of  both  houses  were  as  warm  as  he  could  desire. 
They  in  particular  extolled  him  for  having  interposed  in 
behalf  of  the  protestants  of  Hungary,  Poland,  and  Ger- 
many, who  had   been  oppressed   by  the  practices  of  die 
popish  clergy,  and  presented  to  him  memorials,  containing 
a  detail  of  their  grievances.     He  and  all  the  other  protes- 
tant  powers  warmly  interceded  in  their  favour ;  but  the 
grievances  were  not  redressed.     The  peerage  bill  was  now 
revived  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham ;  and  in  spite  of  all 
opposition,  passed  through  the   house  of  lords.     It   had 
been  projected  by  earl  Stanhope,  and  eagerly  supported  by 
the   earl  of  Sunderland  ;  therefore,   Mr.  Robert  Walpole 
attacked  it  in  the  house  of  commons  with  extraordinary 
vehemence.     Here  too  it  uas  opposed  by  a  constdendde 
number   of   whig   members  ;    and,    after   warm   debates, 
rejected   by  a  large  majority.     The  next  object  that  en- 
grosaed  the  attention  of  the  parliament  was  a  bill  for  better 
securing  the   dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of 
Great   Britain.     Maurice  Annesley  had  appealed  to  the 
house  of  peers  in  England,  from  a  decree  of  the  house  of 
peers  in  Ireland,  which  was  reversed.     The  British  peers 
ordered  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Ireland  to  put  Mr. 
Annesley  in  possession  of  the  lands  he  had  lost   by  the 
decree  in  that  kingdom.     The  barons   obeyed  this  order; 
and  the  Irish  house  of  peers  passed  a  vote  against  them, 
as  having  acted  in  derogation  to  the  king's  prerogative  in 
his   high  court  of  parliament  in  Ireland,   as  also  of  the 
rights   and  privileges  of  that  kingdom,  and  of  the  parlia- 
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ment  thereof;  they,  likewise,  ordered  them  to  be  taken  into 
custody  of  the  usher  of  the  black  rod  ;  they  transmitted  a 
long  representation  to  the  king,  demonstrating  (heir  right 
to  the  final  judicature  of  causes  :  and  the  duke  of  Leeds, 
in  the  upper  house,  urged  fifteen  reasons  to  support  the 
claim  of  the  Irish  peers*  Notwithstanding  these  argu- 
ments, the  house  of  lords  in  England  resolved  that  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Ireland  had  acted  with  courage, 
according  to  law,  in  support  of  his  majesty's  prerogative, 
and  with  fidelity  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  They 
addressed  the  king  to  confer  on  them  some  marks  of  his 
royal  favour,  as  a  recompense  for  the  ill  usage'  they  had 
undergone*  Finally,  they  prepared  the  bill,  by  which  the 
Irish  house  of  lords  was  deprived  of  all  right  to  pass  sen- 
tence, affiraa,  or  reverse  any  judgment  or  decree,  given  or 
made,  in  any  court  within  that  kingdom.  In  the  house  of 
commons  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Hungerford, 
lords  Molesworth  and  Tyrconnel ;  but  was  carried  by  the. 
majority  and  received  the  royal  assent. 

$  XXII.  The  king  having  recommended  to  the  com- 
mons the  consideration  of  proper  means  for  lessening  the 
national  debt,  was  a  prelude  to  the  famous  South  Sea  act, 
which  became  productive  of  so  much  mischief  and  infatua- 
tion. The  scheme  was  projected  by  sir  John  Blunt,  who 
had  been  bred  a  scrivener,  and  was  possessed  of  all  the 
cunning,  platisibility,  and  boldness  requisite  for  such  an 
undertaking.  He  communicated  his  plan  to  Mr.  Aislabie, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  as  well  as  to  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  state.  He  answered  all  their  ol^ections ;  and 
the  project  was  adopted.  They  foresaw  their  own  private 
advantage  in  the  execution  of  the  design,  which  was  im^^ 
parted  in  the  name  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  of  which 
Blunt  was  a  director,  who  influenced  all  their  procedings. 
The  pretence  for  the  scheme  was  to  discharge  the  national 
debt,  by  reducing  all  the  funds  into  one.  The  bank  and 
Soud)  Sea  company  outbid  each  other.  The  South  Sea 
company  altered  their  original  plan,  and  offered  such  high 
terms  to  government,  that  the  proposals  of  the  bank  were 
tejected;  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  into  the 
house  of  commons,  formed  on  the  plan  presented  by  the 
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South  Sea  company/  WHile  thw  aflfeir  was  in  agitation^ 
the  stock  of  that  company  rose  from  one  hundred  and 
thirty  to  near  four  hundred,  in  consequence  of  the  totidoet 
of  the  commons,  trho  had  rejected  a  motion  for  a  clause  in 
the  bill,  to  fix  what  share  in  the  capital  st6ck  of  the  com- 
pany should  be  vested  m  those  proprietors  of  the  annuities 
who  mtght  voluntarrfy  subscribfe ;  or  how  many  years  pur- 
chase in  money  they  should  receive  m  subscribing,  at  the 
choice  of  the  proprietors.  In  the  house  of  lords^  the  biH 
was  opposed  by  lord  North  and  Grey,  earl  Cowper,  the? 
dukes  of  Wharton,  Backmgham,  and  other  peers,  they 
affirmed  it  Wcts  calculated  for  enriching  a  few  and  ivnpo- 
verishing  a  great  number  ;^  that  it  coutttenaticed  the  fra«- 
dulent  vmd  pernicious  practice  of  sfockjobbiirg,  whfeh 
diverted  the  genius  of  the  people  from  trade  and  induartry: 
that  it  would  gh'e  foreigners  the  opportunity  to  douUe  and 
treble  the  vast  sums  they  had  in  the  public  funds ;  and  they 
would  be  tempted  to  realise  and  withdraw  their  capital  and 
immense  gains  to  other  countries ;  so^  that  Great  Brkain 
would  be  drained  bf  its  gold  and  silver ;  that  the  artificial 
and  prodigious  rise  of  the  Sooth  Sea  stock  was  a  dangerorus 
bait,  which  might  decoy  many  unwary  people  to  their  ruin, 
alluring  them  by  a  false  prospect  of  gain  to  part  with  the 
fruits  of  their  industry,  to  purchase  imaginary  riches  :  that 
the  addition  of  above  thirty  millipfrs  capital  Would  give 
such  power  to  the  South  Sea  company,  as  might  endanger 
the  liberties  of  the  na'tion ;  for  by  their  extensive  mterest 
they  would  be  able  to  inlfucnce  most,  if  not  all  rfrc  elections 
of  the  members ;  and  consequently  overrule  the  resohttioos 
of  the  house  of  commons.  Earl  Cowper  urged,  that  ia  all 
public  bargains  the  individuals  in  the  administration  might 
to  take  care,  that  they  should  be  more  advantageous  to  die 
state  than  to  private  persons ;  but  that  a  contrary  method 
had  been  followed  in  the  contract  made  with  the  Sooth  Sea 
company ;  for,  should  the  stocks  be  kept  at  the  advanced 
price  to  which  tlicy  had  been  raised  by  the  oblique  arts  of 
stockjobbing,  either  that  company  or  its  principal  members 
would  gain  above  thirty  millions,  of  which  no  more  than 
one  fourth  part  would  be  given  towards  the  discharge  of 
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die  natfofial  debts.  He  apprehended  that  the  repurchase  of 
annuities  would  meet  widi  insuperable  difficulties ;  and,  in 
such  case,  none  but  a  few  persons  who  were  in  the  secret, 
who  had  bought  stocks  at  a  low  rate,  and  afterwards  sold 
thfltai  at  a  high  price,  would  in  the  end  be  gainers  by  the 
project.  The  eaii  of  Sunderland  waswered  their  objections. 
He  declared  that  those  who  countenanced  the  scheme  of  the 
South  Se»  company,  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  advantage 
of  the  nation.  He  owned  that  the  managers  for  that  com- 
pany had  undoubtedly  a  prospect  of  private  gain,  either  to 
themselves  or  t6  their  corporation ;  but,  he  said,  when  the  . 
scheme  was  accepted,  neither  the  one  nor  the  <Hher  could 
foreaee  that  the  stocks  would  have  risen  to  such  a  height : 
that  if  they  had  continued  as  they  were,  the  public  would 
have  had  the  far  greater  share  of  the  advantage  accruing 
from  the  scheme ;  and  should  they  be  kept  up  to  the  present 
high  price,  it  was  but  reasonable  that  the  South  Sea  com- ' 
pany  should  enjoy  the  profits  procured  to  it  by  the  wise 
nmagement  and  industry  of  the  directors,,  which  would 
enable  it  to  make  large  dividends,  and  thereby  accomplish 
the  purpose  of  the  scheme.  The  bill  passed  without 
amendoietit  or  division;  and  on  the  seventh  day  of  April, 
received  the  royal  assent.  By  this  act  the  Sc^th  Sea  com* 
pany  was  authorized  to  take  in,  by  purchase  or  subscription, 
die  irredeemable  debts  of  the  nation,  stated  at  sixteen 
millions  five  hundred  forty-six  diousand  four  hundred' 
oghty-two  pounds,  seven  shillings,  one  penny  farthing,  at 
such  times  as  they  should  find  convenient  before  the  first 
day  of  March  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  without  any  com- 
pidsion  on  any  of  the  proprietors,  at  such  rates  and  prices 
as  should  be  agreed  upon  between  the  company  and  the 
respectlVe^roprietors.  They  were  likewise  authorized  to 
take  in  all  the  redeemable  debts,  amounting  to  the  same 
sum  as  that  of  the  irredeemablesy  either  by  purchase,  by 
taking  subscriptions,  or  by  paying  off  the  creditors.  For 
the  liberty  of  taking  in  the  national  debts,  and  increasing 
their  capital, stock  accordingly,  the  company  consented  that 
their  presiMit,  and  to  be  increased  annuity,  should  be  con* 
tinued  at  five  per  cent,  till  midsummer,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-seven;  from  thence  to 
he  reduced  to  four  per  cent,  and  be  redeemable  by  parlia- 
Vol.  H.  LI 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


2^  HISTOBY  W  WHQUkHU.  i^^^ 

menu      In  coofttdemtion  .pf  this,  and  oAitt  adiFinttges 
^atpresaed  m  the  %ct,  t]e^  qampatiy  declared  themaelves 
nviliiDg  to  9Uike  such  .paym^nta  into  the  ref:eipt  of  tbs 
exchequer  pla  were  speoified  for  the  uae  of  the  public,  to  be 
applied  to  the  diflicharge  qf  the  public  debts  incurred  before 
c^hristmas,  in  the  year    090  thouiand  seven  hundred  and 
sixteen*      The  sums  they  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the 
liberty  of  taking  in  the  redeemable  debts^  four  years  and 
a  half's  purchase  for  all  long  and  short  annuifties  that 
should  be  subscribed,  and  one   year's  purchase   for   suck 
long  annuities  as  should  not  be  subscribed,  amounted  oa 
the  execution  of  the  act  to  about  seven  millions*     For 
enabling  tl^  company  to^raise  this  sum,  they  were  empow* 
^red  to  make  calls  for  money  from  their  members  1  to  optem 
books  of  subscription  |  to  grant  annuiliies  redeemable  by^ 
the  company ;  to  borrow  money  upon  any  contract   or  hill 
under  their  common  seal,  or  on  the  credit  of  thetr  capital 
^tock }  to  convert  the  money  demanded  of  their  members 
into  additional  stock,  without,  howevert  making  any  addi* 
tion  to  the  compa^iy's  annuities,  payable  out  of  the  public 
duties. .  It  was  etuusted,  that  out  of  the  first  moneys  arising 
from  the  sums  paid  by  th^  company  into  the  exchequer^ 
sii^ch  public  debtS)  ciurying  interest  at  five  per  cent#  incur* 
red  before,  the  twenty- fifth  day  Of  Decentber,'  in  the  year 
one  tliousand  sevei^  hundred  .and  sixteen,  founded  upon  any 
fori|>er  «|ct  of  parliament^  as  were  now  redeemable,  or  naig^ 
be  redeemed  before  the .  twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  in 
ibe  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred   and  twenty-two, 
should  be  discharged  in  the  first  place :  that  then  all  tbe 
Remainder    should    be    apf^ied   towajrds   paying    off    ao 
much  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  as  should  then 
(2^rry  an  injltejrest  of  five  per  cent.     It  was  likewise  provi* 
ded,  that  ^£iier  midsummer,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  the  company  should  not  be  paid 
off  in  9ny  sums  being  less  than  one  million  at  a  time. 

§  .XXIjlL  7bt  heads  of  the  royal  assurance  and  Lon> 
4on  assurance,  companies,  understanding  that  the  civil  liat 
was,  consider^iy  in  arrears,  offered  to  the  ministry  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds  towards  the  discharge  of  that 
debt,  on  c(HvditioB  of  their  obtaining  the  king's  charter, 
wbh  ar  parliamentary  sanction^  for  the  estabUshmebt  of  tbeis: 
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respective  compatiifti*  The  proposal  wm  embraced;  and 
the  king  commmiicated  it  in  a  message  to  the  house  of 
eommoos,  desfaing  their  concurrence*  A  bill  was  iiiiihe« 
lately  passed,  enabling  his  'majesty  to  grant  letters  of 
SDcorporation  to  the  tiro  companies*  It  soon  obtained  thcj  . 
rDjral  assent:  and,  on  die  eleventh  day  of  June,  an  end 
was  put  to  the  session*  This  was  the  age  of  interested 
projects,  inspired  by  a  venal  spirit  of  adventin*e,  the  natu- 
xal  eonsequence  of  that  avarice,  fraud,  and  proflimcy, 
which  the  moneyed  corporations  had  introduced*  This 
ef  all  others  is  the  most  unfavourable  era  for  an  historiai^ 
A  reader  of-  sentiment  and  i|S>gUi&?lP°  cannot  bf— ntitrr- 
tninad  orlnSrested  by  a  dry  detail  of  such  transactions  as 
admit  of  no  warmth,  no  colouring,  no,  embellishment,  av 
detail  which  serves  only  to  exhibit  an  inanimate  picture  of 
tasteless  vice  and  mean  degeneracy* 
%  %  XXIV.  By  this  time  an  alliance  offensive  and  de- 
fensive was  concluded  at  Stockholm  between  king  George 
and  the  queen  of  Sweden,  by  which  his  majcfsty  engaged 
to  send  a  fleet  into  the  Bahic,  to  act  against  the  czar  of 
Muscovy,  in  case  that  monarch  should  reject  reasonable 
proposals  of  peace*  Peter  loudly  complained  of  the  inso^ 
lent  interposition  of  king  George,  alleging  that  he  had 
fidled  in  his  engagements,  both  as  elector  of  Hanover  and 
king  Off  Great  Britain*  His  resident  at  London  presented 
a  kiog  memorial  on  this  subject,  which  was  answered  by 
idle  British  and  Hanoverian  ministry*  These  recrimina- 
tiofis  served  only  to  inflame  the  difference*  The  czar  con- 
tinued to  prosecute  the  war,  and  at  length  concluded  a 
peace  without  a  mediator*  At  the  instances^  however,  of 
king  George  and  the  regent  of  France,  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  signed  between  the  queen  of  Sweden  and  the  king- of 
Pnissia,  to  whom  that  princess  ceded  the  city  of  Stetin,  the 
district  between  the  rivers  Oder  and  Pebnne,  with  th^  isles 
of  Woilin  and  Usedom.  On  the  other  hand,  he  engaged' 
to  join  the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  his  endeavours  to' 
effect  a  peace  between  Sweden  and  Denmark,  on  condition' 
that  the  Danish  king  should  restore  to  queen  Ulrica  that 
part  of  Pomerania  which  he  had  seized ;  he  likewise  pro* 
mised  to  pay  to  that  queen  two  millions  of  rix  dollars,  in* 
consideration  of  the  cessions  she  had   made*     The  treaty 
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betireeti  Sweden  and  De&mark  waa  stgned  at  Frederick- 
atadt  in  the  month  of  June,  through  the  mediation  of  the 
king  of  Great .  Britain,  who  became .  guarantee  for  die 
Oai^e's  keeping  possession  of  Sleawick*  He  conaentedt 
hawever,  to  restore  the  Ufqper  Pomerania,  the  iale  of 
Rugen,  the  city  of  Wismarii  and  whatever  he  had  taken 
frodi  Sweden  during  the  war,  in  consideration  of  Sweden's 
renouncing  the  exemption  from  toll  in  the  Sound,  and  the 
two  Belts :  and  paying  to  Denmark  six  hundred  thousand 
rix:  dollars* 

$  XXV.  Sir  John  Norris  had  again  sailed  to  the  Bal« 
tic  with  a  strong  squadron,  to  give  weight  to  die  king's 
mediation.  When  he  arrived  at  Copenhagen  he  wnote  a 
letter  to  prince  Dolgorouki,  the  czar's  ambassaoor  at  the 
court  of  Denmark,  signifying  that  he  and  the  king's  envoy 
at  Stockholm  were  vested  with  full  powers  to  act  jointly 
or  separately  in  quality  of  plenipotentiaries,  in  order  ta 
effect  a  peace  between  Sweden  and  Muscovy,  in  the  way 
of  mediation.  The  prince  answered  that  the  czar  had 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  peace  and  tranquillity ;  and  in 
case  his  Britannic  majesty  had  dny  proposals  to  make,  to 
that  prince,  he  hoped  the  admiral  would  excuse  him  froaa, 
receiving  them,  as  they  might  be  delivered  in  a  much  more 
rompendious  way.  The  English  fleet  immediately  joined 
that  of  Sweden  as  auxiliaries ;  but  they  had  no  opportunity 
of  acting  against  the  Russian  squadron,  which  secured 
itself  in  Revel.  Ulrica,  queen  of  Sweden,  and  sister  ta 
Charles  XIL  had  married  the  prince  of  Hesse,  and  was 
extremely  desirous  that  he  should  be  joined  with  her  in 
the  administration  of  the  regal  power.  She  wrote  a  sepa« 
rate  letter  to  each  of  the  four  states^  desiring  they  would 
confer  on  him  the  sovereignty ;  and  after  some  opposition 
from  the  nobles,  he  was  actually  elected  king  of  Sweden. 
He  sent  oiie  of  his  general  officers  to  notify  his  elevatimi 
to  the  czar,  who  congratulated  him  upon  his  accession  t9 
the  throne;  this  was  the  beginning  of  a  trtgotiation  which 
ended  in  peace,  and  established  the  tranquillity  of  the 
north.  In  the  midst  of  these  transactions,  king  George 
set  out  from  Englund  for  his  Hanoverian  dominions  ;  but, 
before  he  departed  from  ,Great  Britain,  he  was  reconciled 
to  the  prince  of  Wales,  through  the   endeavours  of  the 
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duke  of  D«yoMUre  ,aiid  Mr.  'WalpolCf  who,  with  eaA 
Cdwper,.  lotd  Towosheiid,  Mr.  MeAueii,  and  Mr.  Pulte- 
aey,  were  received  into  favottr,  and  reunited  with  the 
miniftry.  •  The  earlt  of  Dorset  and  Bridgewater  were 
promoted  lo  the  title  -  of  dokee:  lord  viscount  Casdeton 
was  made  an  earl  $  Hugh  Boscarwen  was  created  a  baron, 
and  viscount  Fidnumth ;  and  John  Wallop,  baron,  and  vis* 
count  of  Lymington. 

$  XXVi«  While  the  king  was  involved  at  Hanover  in 
a  labyrinth  of  negotiations,  the  South  Sea  scheme  produ* 
ced  a  kind  of  national  delirtuiai  in  bis  English  dominions. 
Blunt,  the  projector,  had  taken  the  hint  of  his  plan  from 
the  famous  Mississippi  scheme  formed  by  Law,  which  in 
the  preceding  year  had  raised  such  a  ferment  in  Prance, 
and  entailed  ruin  upon  many  thousand  families  of  diat 
kingdom.  In  the  scheme  of  Law,,  there  was  something 
substantial.  An  exclusive  trade  to  Louisiana  promised 
some  advantage ;  though  the  design  was  defeated  by  the 
frantic  eagemesa  of  the  people.  Law  himself  became  the 
dupe  of  the  regent^  who  transferred  the  burden  of  fifteen 
hundred  milUons  of  th  ?  king's  debts  to  the  shoulders  of 
the .  subjects :  while  the  projector  was  sacrificed  as  the 
scapegoat  of  political  iniquity.  The  South  Sea  scheme 
promised  no  commercial  advantage  of  any  consequence. 
It  was  buoyed  up  by  nothing  but  the  folly  and  rapacious- 
aeas  of  individuals,  which  became  so  blind  and  extravsl- 
gant,  that  Blunt,  with  moderate  talents,  was  able  to  impose 
upcm  the  whole  nation,  and  make  tools  of  the  other  direc- 
tors, to  serve  his  own  purposes,  and  those  of  a  few  associ- 
ates. When  this  projector  found  that  the  South  Sea  stock 
did  not  rise  according  to  his  expectation  upon  the  bill's 
being  passed,  he  circulated  a  report,  that  Gibraltar  and 
P<Mt  Mahon  would.be  exchanged  for  some  places  in  Peru  ; 
by  which  means  the  English  tr^de  to  the  South  Sea  would 
be  protected  and  enlarged.  This  rumour,  diffused  by  his 
emissaries,  acted  like  a  contagion.  In  five  days,  the  direc- 
tors opened  their  books  for  a  subscription  of  one  million,  at 
liie  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  for  every  hundred  pounds 
capital.  Persons  of  all  ranks  crowded  to  the  house  in  such 
a  manner,  that  the  first  subscription  exceeded  two  millions 
of  original  stock*     In  a  few  days  thi^  stock  advanced  to 
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three  hundred  and  forty  pounds;  and  the  stibscriptiont 
were  Bbld  for  double  the  price  of  the  first  payment.  With-* 
out  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  proceedings,  or  explaining 
th^  scandalous  arts  that  were  practised  to  enAmce  the 
yalufe  of  the  stock,  and  decoy  the  unwary,  we  shall  tmly 
observe,  that  by  the  promise  of  prodigious  dividends,  and 
other  infamous  arts,  the  stock  was  raised  to  one  thousand ; 
and  the  whole  nation  infected  with  the  spirit  of  stock  job-  . 
bing  to  an  astonishing  degreA  All  distinctions  of  party, 
religion,  sex,  character,  and  circumstances,  were  swallowed 
up  in  this  universal  conco^,  or  in  some  such  pecuniary 
project,  ^.xchange  Alley  was  filled  with  a  strange  con* 
course  of  statesmen  and  clergj'men,  churchmen  and  dis« 
senters,  whigs  and  tories,  physicians,  lawyers,  tradesmen, 
and  even  with  multitudes  of  females*  All  other  pro£es<* 
sions  and  employments  were  utterly  neglected;  and  die 
^people's  attention  wholly,  engrossed  by  this  and  other  chi* 
merical  schemes,  which  were  known  by  the  denommation 
of  bubbles*  New  companies  started  up  every  day,  under 
the  countenance  of  the  prime  nobility*  The  prince  of 
Wales  was  constituted  governojj^  over  the  Welsh  coj^r 
company :  the  duke  of  Chandosxippeared  at  the  head  of 
the  York  buildings  company :  the  duke  of  Bridgewater 
formed  a  third,  for  building  houses  in  London  and  West- 
minster* About  a  hundred  such  schemes  were  projected 
and  put  in  execution,  to  the  ruin  of  many  thousands.  The 
sums  proposed  to  be  raised  by  these  expedients  amounted 
to  three  hundred  millions  sterling,  which  exceeded  the 
value  of  all  the  lands  in  England.  The  nation  was  so 
intoxicated  with  the  spirit  of  adventure^  that  people  became 
a  prey  to  the  grossest  delusion.  An  obscure  projector^ 
pretending  to  have  formed  a  very  advantageous  scheme, 
which,  however,  he  did  not  explain,  published  proposals 
for  a  subscription^  in  which  he  promised,  that  in  one  month 
the  particulars  of  his  project  should  be  disclosed.  In  the 
mean  time  he  declared  that  every  person  paying  two  gui- 
neas should  be  entitled  to  a  subscription  for  one  hundred 
pounds,  which  would  produce  that  sum  yearly.  In  one 
forenoon  this  adventurer  received  a  thousand  of  these  sub* 
scriptions ;  and  in  the  evening  set  out  for  another  king*^ 
dom.      The    king,   before,   his    departure,    had   issued    a 
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proclmatioti  ag»imt  these  *inlavfiil  projects ;  th^  lords 
justices  aften^urdsidismkted  all  the  petitions  that  had  been 
presented  tor  charters  and  paterits;  and  the  prince  o£  ' 
Wales  renounced  -the  company  of  vhtch  he  had  been  elect- 
ed governor*  The  South  Sea  scheme  raised  sttch  a  flood 
of  eager*avidit7  and  eztravagant  iMope,  that  the  majority  of 
the  directors  were  swept  along  with  it,  even  contrary  to 
Aeir  own  sense  and  inclination ;  but  Blunt  and  his  aocom* 
plices  still  direcb»i  the  stream. 

$  XXVII.  The  ittiatuation  prevailed  tUl  the  eigth  day 
q{  Septetober^  when  the  stock  began  to  fall*     Then  did 
some  of  the  adventurers  awake  from  their  delirium.     The 
nombcr  of  the  setters  daily  increased.     On  the  twenty- 
nmth  day  of  the  month  the  stock  had  sunk  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty :  several  emineht  goldsmiths  and  bankers,  who 
had  lent  great  sums  upon  it,  were  obliged  to  stop  payment, 
and  abscond.      The  ebb  of  this  portentous*  tide  was  so 
violent,  that  it  bore  down  every  thing  in  its  way ;  and  an 
infinite  number  of  families  were  overwhelmed  with  ruin. 
PubUc  credit  sustained  a  terrible  shock ;  the  nation  was 
thrown  into  a  dangerous  ferment ;  and  nothing  was  heard 
but  the  ravings    of  grief,   disappointment,  and   despair. 
Some  principal  members  of  the  ministry  were  deeply  con- 
cerned in  these  fradulent  transactions :  when  they  saw  the 
price  of.  stock  sinking  daily,  they  employed  all  their  influ- 
ence with  the  bank  to  support  the  credit  of  the  South  Sea 
company.     That  corporation  agreed,  though  with  reluc«- 
tsnce,  to  subscribe  into  the  stockiof  the  South  Sea  compa- 
ny, valued  at  four  hundred  per  cent,   three  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  which  the' company  Was  to  repay 
to  the  bank  on  lady  day  and  michaelmas   of  the   ensuing 
year.     This  transaction  was  managed  by  Mr.  Robert  Wal* 
pole,  who,  with  his  own  hand,  wrote  the  minute  of  agree- 
saent,  afterwards  known  fay  the  name  of  the  bank  contract. 
Books  were  opened  at  the  bank,  to  take  in  a  subscription 
for  the  support  of  public  credit :  and  considerable  sums  of 
money  were  brought  in.     By  this  expedient  the  stock  was 
raised  at  first,    and  those   who  contrived  it  seized    the 
opportunity  to  realise.     But  the  bankruptcy  of  goldsmiths 
and  the  swordblade  company,  from  the  fall  of  South  Sea 
itock,  occasioned  s^eh  a  run  upon  the  bank,  that  the  money 
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was  paid  away  faster  than  it  could  be  reeenred  from  Ac 
subscripticm.'  'Then  the. South  Soa  stock  aonk  agaiit;  asd 
the  directora  of  the  bankv  finding  themselves  in  danger  of 
being  involved  in  diat  company's  ruin,  renovuiced  the  agree- 
ment,' which,  indeed,  they  were  under  no  obligadon  to  per-* 
form,  for  it  was  drawn  up  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  be  no 
more  than  the  rough  draft  of  a  subsequent  agreem/»t, 
without  due  form,  penalty^  or  clause  of  oblig»tioB«  All 
expedients  having  failed,  and  thexlamours  of  the  people 
daily  increasing,  expresses  were  despatched  to  Hanover, 
representing  the  state  of  the  nation,  and  pressing  th9  king 
to  return*  He  accordingly  s^^cntenad  his  intended  stay,  in 
Germany,  and  arrived  in  England  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
Novemben 

§  XXVII.  The  parliament  being  assembled  on  the 
eighth  day  of  December,  his'  miyesty  expressed  bis  concnm 
for  the  unhappy  turn  of  afiairs,  which  had  so  deeply  affected 
the  public  credit  at  home :  he  earnestly  desired  die  com« 
mons  to  consider  of  the  roost  eifectual  and  speedy  methods 
to  restore  the  national  credit,  and  fix  it  upon  a  l^Mti^g 
establishment.  The  lower  house  was  too  much  interested 
in  the  calamit}'-,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  that  sub- 
ject. The  members  seemed  to  lay  aside  all  party  distino- 
tions,  and  vie  with  each  other  in^  promoting  an  inquiry,  by 
which  justice  might  be  done  to  the  injured  nation.  They 
ordered  the  directors  to  produce  an  account  of  all  their 
proceedings.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  moved,  that  a  select  com* 
mittee  might  be  appointed,  to  examine  the  particulars 
of  this  transaction.  Mr.  Walpole,  now  paymaster  of  the 
forces,  observed,  that  such  a  method  would  protract  the 
inquiry,  while  the  public  credit  hiy  in  a  bleeding  condition, 
tie  told  the  house  he  had  formed  a  scheme  for  restoring 
public  credit ;  but,  before  he  would  communicate  this  fim^ 
desired  to  know  whether  the  subscriptions  of  public  debts 
and  incumbrances,  money  subscriptions  and  otHer  contracts 
made  with  the  South  Sea  company,  should  remain  in  the 
present  state.  Aftar  a  warm  d^^bate,  the  question  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  with  this  addition,  ^^  Unless  alter- 
*'  ed  for  the  ease  and  relief  of  the  proprietors,  by  a  general 
^*  court  of  the  South  Sea  company,- or  sst  aside  in  due 
^  course  of  law."  Next  day  Walpole  produced  his  scheme^ 
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't»  tngraft  nirie  millions  <j{  South  Sea  stock  into  the  bank  of 
Kfiglttffd^  and  the  like  sum  into  the  Eftst  India  company, 
an  ctnain  conditions.  The  house  voted,  that  proposals 
should  be  rcrcetved  from  the  bank,  and  those  two  companies, 
Ml  Ihia  «iibject.  These  being  delivered,  the  commons 
vesolred,  that  an  engrossment  of  nihe  millions  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Sruth  Sea  company,  into  the  capital  stock  of 
the  bank  and  East  India  company,  as  proposed  by  these 
coinpaiiies^  would  contribute  very  much  to  the  restoring 
public  credits  A  bill  upon  this  resolution  was  brought  in^ 
passed  through  both  houses,  and  received  the  royal  assent* 
Another  bill  was  enacted  into  a  law,  for  restraining  the  sab 
governor,  deputy  governor,  directors,  treasurer,  undei^  trea^ 
surer,  cashier,  secretary,  and  accomptants,  of  the  South  Sea 
eompany,  from  quitting  the  kingdom,  till  the  end  of  the 
ne&t  session  of  parliament ;  and  for  discovering  their  estates 
and  elleota,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  being  transported 
Of  alievslted.  A  commirttee  6f  secrecy  was  chosen  by  ballot, 
to  examine  all  the  hooks,  papers,  and  proceedings,  relatfhg 
to  the  execution  of  the  South  Sea  act. 

$  XXIX.  The  lords  were  not  less  eager  than  the  com- 
■loiis  to  prosecute  this  inquiry,  though  divers  members  in 
berth  houses  were  deeply  invcrfved  in  the  guilt  and  infamy  of 
the  transaction.  Earl  Stanhope  said  the  estates  of  the  crim- 
iiudSt  whether  directd^rs  or  not  directors,  ought  to  be  coniis- 
eated,  to  repair  the  public  losses.  He  was  seconded  by  lord 
Carteret,  and  even  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland.  I'he  duke 
of  Wharton  declared  he  would  give  up  the  best  friend  he 
hnL,  should  he  be  found  guilty.  He  observed,  that  the 
natiosi  had  been  plundered  in  a  most  flagrant  and  notorious 
nuiDnrer ;  therefore,  they  ought  to  find  out  and  punish  the 
offenders  severely,  without  respect  of  persons.  The  sub 
and  deputy  governors,  the  directors  and  officers  of  the 
South  Sea  company,  were  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 
Then  a  bill  was  brought  in,  disabling  them  to  enjoy  any 
office  in  that  company,  or  in  the  East  India  company,  or  in 
the  bank  of  England.  Three  brokers  were  likewise  exafm- 
ined,  and  made  great  discoveries.  Knight,  the  tf-easurer 
of  the  South  Sea  company,  who  had  been  intrusted  with 
the  secrets  of  the  whole  affair,  thought  proper  to  withdraw 
himself  from  the  kingdom.     A  proclamation  was  issued  to 

Vol.  II.  M  m 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


274 


HISTORY  OF  EKGLAlfD.  iffQ^ 


apprehend  him ;  and  another  for  preventing  any  of  the 
directors  from  escaping  out  of  the  kingdom.  At  this  period, 
the  secret  committee  informed  die  house  of  commons,  that 
they  had  already  discovered  a  train  of  the  deepest  viUanj 
and  fraud  that  hell  ever  contrived  to  ruin  a  nation,  whidi 
in  due  time  they  would  lay  before  the  house :  in  the  mesn 
while,  they  thought  it  highly  necessary  to  seture  the  per* 
sons  of  some  of  the  directors  and  principal  officers  of  the 
South  Sea  company,  as  well  as  to  seize  their  papers.  An 
order  was  made  to  secure  the  books  and  papers  of  Knight, 
Surmand,  and  Turner.  The  persons  of  sir  George  Caswell, 
sir  John  Blunt,  sir  John  Lambert,  sir  John  Fellowes,  and 
Mr.  Grigsby,  were  taken  into  custody.  Sir  Theodore 
Janson,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  sir  Robert  Chaplain,  and  Mr. 
Eyles  were  expelled  the-  house,  and  apprehended.  Mr. 
Aislabie  resigned  his  employments  of  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  and  lord  of  the  treasury ;  and  orders  were  given 
to  remove  all  directors  of  the  South  Sea  company  from  the 
places  they  possessed  under  the  government. 

§  XXX.  The  lords,  in  the  course  of  their  escamination, 
discovered  that  large  portions  of  South  Sea  stock  had  been 
given  to  several  persons  in  the  administration  and  house  of 
commons,  for  promoting  the  passing  of  the  South  Sea  act. 
The  house  immediately  resolved,  that  this  practice  was  a 
notorious  and  most  dangerous  species  of  corruption :  that  the 
directors  of  the  South  Sea  company  having  ordered  great 
quantities  of  their  stock  to  be  bought  for  the  service  of  the 
company,  when  it  was  at  a  very  high  price,  and  on  pretence 
of  keeping  up  the  price  of  stock :  and  at  the  same  time 
several  of  the  directors,  and  other  officers  belonging  to  the 
company,  having,  in  a  clandestine  manner,  sold  their  own 
stock  to  the  company,  such  directors  and  officers  were  guilty 
of  a  notorious  fraud  and  breach  of  trust,  and  their  so  doing 
was  one  great  cause  of  the  unhappy  turn  of  affairs,  that  had 
so  much  affected  public  credit.  Many  other  resolutions 
were  taken  against  that  infamous  confederacy,  in  which, 
however,  the  innocent  were  confounded  with  the  guilty. 
Sir  John  Blunt  refusing  to  answer  certain  interrogations,  a 
violent  debate  arose  about  the  manner  in  which  he  should 
be  treated.  The  duke  of  Wharton  observed,  that  the 
government  of  the  best  princes  was  sometimes  rendered 
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iatoleniMe  to  Aeir  subjects  by  bad  ministers :  he  mentioned 
the  example  of  Sejanus,  who  had  made  a  division  in  the 
Imperial  family,  and  rendered  the  reign  of  Claudius  hate- 
ful to  the  Romans.  Earl  Stanhope  conceiving  this  reflec- 
tion was  aimed  at  him,  was  seia^  with  a  transport  of 
amger*  He  undertook  to  vindicate  the  ministry ;  and  spoke 
widi  such  vehemence  as  produced  a  violent  beadach,  which 
obliged  him  to  retire*  He  underwent  proper  evacuations, 
and  seemed  to  recover :  but  next  day,  in  the  evening,  be- 
came lethargic,  and  being  seized  with  a  suffocation,  instant- 
ly expired.  The  king  deeply  regretted  the  death  of  this 
£iVOurite  minister,  which  was  the  more  unfortunate,  as  it 
happened  at  such  a  cridcal  conjuncture ;  and  he  appointed 
lord  Townshend  to  fill  hb  place  of  secretary.  Earl  Stan- 
hope was  survived  but  a  few  days  by  the  other  secretary, 
Mr.  Craggs,  who  died  of  the  smallpox  on  the  sixteenth  day 
of  February.  Knight,  the  cashier  of  the  South  Sea  com- 
pany, being  seized  at  Tirlemont,  by  the  vigilance  of  Mr. 
Gandot,  secretary  to  Mr.  Leathes,  the  British  resident  at 
Brussels,  w-as  confined  in  the  citadel  of  Antwerp.  Applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  he  should  be 
delivered  to  such  persons  as  might  be  appointed  to  receive 
him:  but  he  had  found  means  to  interest  the  states  of 
Brabant  in  his  behalf.  They  insisted  upon  their  privilege 
granted  by  charter,  that  no  person  apprehended  for  any 
crime  in  Brabant  should  be  tried  in  any  other  country. 
The  house  of  commons  expressed  their  indignation  at  this 
irivc^us  pretence :  instances  were  renewed  to  the  emperor ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  Knight  escaped  from  the  citadel  of 
Antwerp. 

$  XXXI.  The  committee  of  secrecy  found,  that,  before 
any  subscription  could  be  nuuie,  a  fictitious  stock  of 
^ve  hundred  and  seventy-four  .thousand  pounds  had  been 
disposed  of  by  the  directors,  to  facilitate  the  passing  the 
bilL  Qreat  part  of  this  yas  distributed  among  the  earl 
of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Craggs,  senior,  the  dutchess  of  Ken- 
dal, the  countess  of  Platen  and  her  two  nieces,  Mr. 
Secretary  Craggs,  and  Mr.  Aislabie,  Chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  In  consequence  of  the  committee's  report, 
the  house  came  to  several  severe,  though  just,  resolu- 
tioi»  against  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  South  Sea 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


2f^  HISTOBY  OF  EMGLAKQ,  |^«|q^ 

company;  and  a  UU  was  prepare4  for  tb^  reUef  o£  At 
unhappy  sufferers.     Mr.  Stanhope,  one  of  the  aeeretaries 
of  the  treasury,  charged  in  the  report  with  having  large 
quantities  of  stock  and  subscriptions,  desired  that  he  mig^t 
have  ^n  opportunity  to  dear  himself.     His  request  was 
grsQted ;  and  the  affair  b^ng  discussed,  he  was  cleared  by 
a  majority  of  three  voices*     Fifty  thousand  pounds  in  stock 
had  been  taken  by  Knight  for  the  use  of  the  earl  of  Sunder -^ 
land.     Great  part  of  the  house  entered  eagerly  iitta  this 
inquiry  ;  and  a  violent  dispute  ensued*    The  whole  atre«gth 
of  the  ministry  was  mustered  in  hia  d^^^ce.    The  m^^srity 
declared  him  innocent :  the  nation  in  general  was  of  anetker 
opinion.     He  resigned  his  place  of  first  commiasioiics'  an 
the  treasury,  which  was  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Robert  Wal* 
pole;  but  he  still  retained  the  confidence  of  his  asaster. 
With  respect  to  Mr.  Aislabic,  the  evkleace  appcaKd  so 
strong  against  him,  that  the  commofis  resolved,  he  had 
promoted  the  destructive  execution  of  the  Soiith  Sea  scbfc  ij 
with  a  view  to  his  own  exorbitant  profit,  and  cnnrihiaed 
with  the  directors  in  their  peirnicious  pmdaees,  to  tine  rwim  of 
public  credit.    He  was  expelled  the  house,  and  conunittodte 
the  Tower.    Mr.  Craggs,  senior,  died  of  the  kthargyv  bcfiure 
he  underwent  the  censure  of  the  house.      Nevertheless, 
they  resolved  that  he  was  a  notorious  aecoapbce  with  Roh- 
ert  Knight,  and  some  of  the  directors,  in  carvying  on  dmr 
scandalous  practices ;  and  therefore,  thait  all  the  estate  of 
9  which  he  was  possessed,  from  the  first  day  of  Deeeoabev  kt 
the  preceding  year,  should  be  applied  towards  tl^  ceKef  ef 
the  unhappy  sufferers  in  the  South  Sea  compaoy^^    The 
directors,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  house,  deUveved 
in  inventories  of  their  estates,  which  wcfte  confisfiatiKl  by 
act  of  parliament,  towards  making,  good  the  damages  ansr 
tained  by  the  company,  after  a  certain  aHQwance>  vsas  dc^ 
ducted  for  each,  according  tO:his  conduct  and  ciocuoMtenM^ 
$  XXXII.  The  delinqu^its  being  thu&  puniahod  by  the 
forfeiture  of  their  fortunes,  the  house  converted  their  aste^- 
tion  to  means  for  repairing  the  mischiefs,  which  the  sdvane 
had  produced. "^    This  was  a  very  diAci^lt  task,  oa  accowt 
of  the  contending  interests  of  those  engaged  in  tluii  SiMtth 
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Bca  floiaiMMy,  nrfiich  rendered  it  impoisible  io  relieve  some 
b«t  «t  tke  expense  of  others.  Several  wholesome  resolu** 
tions  were  taken,  and  preeented  with  an  address  to  the 
king.,  axplaittiog  (he  motives  of  their  proceediogs*  On  the 
tsfvotf^nindi  dajr  of  Joly,  the  parliament  was  prorogued 
fev  two  dajra  only*  Then  his  mi^esty  going  to  the  house 
of  peers,  declared  that  he  had  called  them  together  again 
so  suddenly,  that  they  might  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  state  of  public  credit.  The  commons  immediately 
prepared  a  bill  upon  the  resolutions  they  had  taken.  .  The 
whole  capital  stock,  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty,  amounted  to  about  thirty-seven 
millions  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  stock  alloc* 
ted  to  all  the  proprietors  did  not  exceed  twenty-four  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thousand  pounds :  the  remaining  capital 
stock  belonging  to  the  company  in  their  corporate  capacity. 
It  was  the  profit  arising  from  the  execution  of  the  South 
Sea  scheme ;  and  out  of  this  the  bill  enacted,  that  seven 
millions  should  be  paid  to  the  public.  The  present  act 
likewise  directed  several  additions  to  be  made  to  the  stock 
of  the  proprietors,  out  of  that  possessed  by  the  company  in 
their  own  right :  it  made  a  particular  distribution  of  stock, 
amounting  to  two  millions  two  hundred  thousand  pounds ; 
and  upon  remitting  five  millions  of  the  seven  to  be  paid  to 
the  public,  annihilated  two  millions  of  their  capital.  It 
was  enacted,  that  after  these  distributions,  the  remaining 
capital  stock  slMmld  be  divided  amoAg  all  the  proprietors. 
This  dividend  amtMitgd  to  ihiify-dHPce  pounds  six  shillings  ' 
and  eight-pence  per  ccal.  a«d  deprived  the  company  of  eight 
millions  nine  hundred  dioinasid  pounds.  They  had  lent 
above  eleven  millions  on  stock  unredeemed ;  of  which  the 
parliament  discharged  all  the  debtors,  upon  their  paying 
ten  per  cent.  Upon  this  article  the  company's  loss  exceed- 
ed six  million  nine  hundred  thousand  poxmds ;  for  many 
debtors  reiused  to  make  any  payment.  The  proprietors 
of  the  stock  loudly  complained  of  their  being  deprived  of 
two  millions;  and  the  parliament  in  the  sequel,  revived 
that  sum  which  hjul  been  annihilated.  While  tliis  affair 
was  in  agitation,  petitions  from  counties,  cities,  and  bo- 
roughs, in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  were  presented  to  the 
house,  crying  for  justice  against  the  villany  of  the  direc- 
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ton.  Pam{Uets  and  papers  were  daily  published  on  the 
same  subject;  so  that  the  whole  nation. was  exasperated 
to  the  highest  pitch  of  resentment.  Nevertheless,  by  the 
wise  and  vigorous  resolutions  of  the  parUament,  the  South 
Sea  company  was  soon  in  a  condition  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments with  the  public :  the  ferment  of  the  peofde  subsiddl; 
and  the  credit  of  the  nation  was  restored. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


^Y^9*  GEORGE  L  fi79 


BOOK  IL 


CHAP.  III. 


$  I.  Bill  against  atheism  and  immorality  postponed.  $  II. 
Session  closed*  $  III.  Alliance  between  Great  Britcan^ 
France^  and  Spain.  $  IV.  Plague  at  Marseilles.  $  V. 
Debates  in  the  House  of  Lords  about  Mr.  Law  the  pro^ 
jector.  $  VI.  Sentiments  of  some  Lords  touching  the 
war  with  Spain.  §  VII.  Petition  of  the  Quakers.  The 
Parliament  dissolved*  §  VIII.  Rumours  of  a  conspi- 
racy. The  Bishop  of  Rochester  is  committed  to  the 
Tower*  §  IX.  New  Parliament.  §  X.  Declaration  of 
the  Pretender.  $  XI  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee. 
$  XII.  Bill  of  pains  and  penalties  against  the  Bishop 
of  Rochester.  §  XIII.  Who  is  deprived^  and  driven 
into  perpetual  exile.  $  XIV.  Proceedings  against  those 
concerned  in  the  lottery  at  Harburgh.  $  XV.  Affair^ 
of  the  Continent.  §  XVI.  Clamours  in  Ireland  on  ac- 
count of  Wood*s  coinage.  §  XVII.  Death  of  the  Duke, 
of  Orleans.  $  XVIII.  An  act  for  lessening  the  public 
debts.  §  XIX.  Philips  King  of  Spatn^  abdicates  the 
throne*  $  XX.  Abuses  in  chancery.  $  XXI.  Trial  of 
the  Earl  of  Macclesfield.  $  XXII.  Debates  about  the 
debts  of  the  civil  list.  $  XXIII.  A  bill  in  favour  of  the 
late  Lord  Bolingbroke.  §  XXIV.  Treaty  of  alliance 
between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid.  $  XXV. 
Treaty  of  Hanover.  §  XXVI.  Approved  in  Parliament. 
$  XXVII.  Riots  in  Scotland  on  account  of  the  malt  tax. 
$  XXVIII.  A  small  squadron  sent  to  the  Baltic* 
$  XXIX.  Admiral  Hosier*s  expedition  to  the  West 
Indies.  §  XXX-  Disgrace  of  the  Duke  de  Ripperda* 
§  XXXI.  Substance  of  the  Ktng^s  speech  to  Parliament* 
§  XXXII.  Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  upon  the 
approaching  rupture  with  the  Emperor  and  Spain. 
$   XXXIIi..    Memorial  of   Mr*    Palms^   the    Imperial 
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Resident  at  London.  §  XXXIV.  Conventions  wttk 
Sweden  and  Hesse  CasseL  §  XXXV.  Vote  of  credit* 
§  XXXVI.  Sieffe  of  Gibraltar  by  the  Spaniards* 
§  XXXVII.  Preliminaries  sf  peace.  $  XXXVIII. 
Death  and  character  of  George  I.  King  of  Great 
Britain. 

$  I.  DURING  the  infatuation  produced  by  this 
infamous  scheme,  luxur}^  vice,  and  profligacy,  increased 
to  a  shoeking  degree  of  extranragance.  The  tdvtnturers, 
kttoxicaited  by  their  imaginary  wealth,  pampered  diem- 
aelves  wkh  the  rarest  dainttes^  and  the  moat  expensive 
wines  that  eould  be  imponcil:  (hey  purchased  tbc  most 
sumptuoiM  furniture,  equipage,  and  apparel,  though  wkh* 
€m\  taste  er  discermnent:  th«y  hidulged  their  criminal 
passioas  to  the  most  scandalous  excess  :  their  dmeourse 
was  the  knguage  of  pride,  insotence,  and  tke  moat  ridi- 
culous ostentation :  they  affected  to  scoff  at  religion  and 
mondity ;  and  eren  to  set  heavea  at  defiaBce*  The  earl 
of  Nottingham  complained  in  the  house  of  lords  of  the 
growth  of  atheism,  profaneness,  and  immoraiity  f  a«d  a\  bill 
was  brought  in  for  suppressing  blasphemy  a«d  profaneoess. 
It  contatned  several  articles  seemingly  eakalated  to*  res- 
train the  liberty  granted  to  nonconformists  by  the  laws  of 
the  last  session ;  for  that  reason  it  met  with  violent  oppo- 
sition. It  was  supported  by  the  archbishop  of  Casrterbury, 
the  earl  of  Nottingham,  lord  Bathurst  and  Trevor,  the 
bishops  of  London,  Winchester,  and  Litchfield  ai»d  Cov- 
entry. One  of  these  satd^  he  verily  believed  the  present 
calamity  occasioned  by  the  South  Sea  project  was  a  judg- 
ment of  God  on  the  blasphemy  and  profaneness  of  the 
nation.  Lord  Onslow  replied,  ^^  that  noble  peer  must  then 
^^  be  a  great  sinner,  for  he  has  lost  considerably  by  the 
*^  South  Sea  scheme*''  The  duke  of  Wharton,  who  had 
rendered  himself  famous  by  his  wit  and  profligacy,  said  he 
was  not  insensible  of  the  common  opinion  of  the  town  con- 
cerning himself^  and  gladly  seized  this  opportunity  of  vin- 
dicating  his  character,  by  declaring  he  was  far  from  being 
a  patron  of  blasphemy,  or  an  enemy  to  religion.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  could^  not  but  oppose  the  bill,  because  he 
conceived  it  to  be  repugnant  to  the  holy  scripture.     Then 
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pulling  an  old  famUy  h\h\t  from  his  pocket,  he  quoted 
sev^-al  passages  from  the  epistles  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul;  concluding  with  a  desire  that  the  bill  might  be 
thrown  out.  The  earl  of  Peterborough  declared,  that 
though  he  was  for  a  parliamentary  king,  yet  he  did  not 
desire  to  have  a  parliamentary  god,  or  a  parliamentary 
religion;  and,  should  the  house  declare  for  one  of  this 
kind,  he  would  go  to  Rome,  and  endeavour  to  be  chosen 
a  cardinal ;  for  he  had  rather  sit  in  the  conclave  than  with 
their  lordriiips  upon  those  terms.  After  a  vehement 
debate,  the  bill  was  postponed  to  a  long  day,  by  a  con- 
siderable majority. 

$  II.  The  season  was  far  advanced  before  the  supplies 
were  granted :  and  at  length  they  were  not  voted  with  that 
cheerfulness  and  good  humour  which  the  majority  had 
hitherto  manifested  on  such  occassions.  On  the  sixteenth 
day  of  June,  the  king  seni  a  message  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons, importing,  that  he  had  agreed  to  pay  a  subsidy  to  the 
crown  of  Sweden,  and  he  hoped  they  would  enable  him  to 
make  good  his  engagements.  The  leaders  of  the  opposition 
took  fire  at  this  intimation.  They  desired  to  know 
whether  this  subsidy,  amounting  to  seventy-two  thousand 
pounds,  was  to  be  paid  to  Sweden  over  and  above  the  es^- 
pence  of  maintaining  a  strong  squadron  in  the  Baltic  ?  lord 
Molesworth  observed  that,  by  our  late  conduct,  we  were 
become  the  allies  of  the  whole  world,  and  the  bubbles  of  all 
our  alUes :  for  we  were  obliged  to  pay  them  well  for  thciiir 
assistance.  He  affirmed  that  the  treaties  which  had  been 
made  with  Sweden,  at  different  times,  were  inconsistent  and. 
contradictory :  that  our  late  engagements  with  that  crown 
were  contrary  to  the  treaties  subsisting  with  Denmark,  and 
directly  opposite  to  the  measures  formerly  concerted  w^itfi 
the  czar  of  Muscovy.  .  He  said,  that  in  order  to  engage  the 
czar  to  yield  what  he  had  gained  in  the  course  of  the  war, 
the  king  of  Prussia  ought  to  give  up  Stetin,  and  the  elector, 
of  Hanover  restore  Bremen  and  Verden :  that,  after  all,  Eng- 
land had  no  business  to  intermeddle  with  the  affairs  of  the 
empire :  that  we  reaped  litde  or  no  advantage  by  our  trade 
to  the  Baltic,  but  that  of  procuring  naval  stores ;  he  owned 
that  hemp  was  a  very  necessary  commodity,  particularly  at 
this  juncture ;  but  he  insisted,  that  if  due  encouragement 
.     Vol.  II  N  n 
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were  given  to  some  of  our  planutions  in  America,  we  might 
be  supplied  from  thence  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  from 
Sweden  and  Norway.  Notwithstanding  these  arguments, 
the  Swedish  supply  was  granted  :  and,  in  about  three  weeks, 
their  complaisance  was  put  to  another  proof.  They  were 
given  to  understand,  by  a  second  message,  that  the  debts 
of  the  civil  list  amounted  to  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds ;  and  his  majesty  hoped  they  would  empower  him  to 
raise  that  sum  upon  the  revenue,  as  he  proposed  it  should 
be  replaced  to  the  civil  list,  and  reimbursed  by  a  deduction 
from  the  salaries  and  wages  of  all  officers,  as  well  as  from 
the  pensions  and  other  payments  from  the  crown.  A  bill 
was  prepared  for  this  purpose,  though  not  without  warm 
opposition;  and,  at  the  same  time,  an  act  passed  for  a  gen- 
eral pardon.  On  the  tenth  of  August,  the  king  closed  the 
session  with  a  speech,  in  which  he  expressed  his  concern 
for  the  sufferings  of  the  innocent^  and  a  just  indignation 
against  the  guilty,  with  respect  to  the  South  Sea  scheme. 
These  professions  were  judged  necessary  to  clear  his  own 
character,  which  had  incurred  the  suspicion  of  some  people, 
who  whispered  that  be  was  not  altogether  free  from  connex- 
ions with  the  projectors  of  that  design ;  that  the  emperor 
had, at  his  desire,  refused  to  deliver  up  Knight;  and  that  he 
favoured  the  directors  and  their  accomplices. 

$  III.  Lor^s  Townshend  and  Carteret  were  now  ap- 
poiniwd  secretaries  of  state :  and  the  earl  of  Hay  was  vested 
wi*n  the  office  of  lord  privy  seal  of  Scotland.  In  June  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  was  signed 
at  Madrid.  The  contracting  parties  engaged  to  restore 
mutually  all  the  eifects  seized  and  confiscated  on  both  sides. 
In  particular,  the  king  of  England  promised  to  restore  all 
the  ships  of  the  Spanish  fleet  which  had  been  taken  in  the 
Mediterranean,  or  the  value  of  them,  if  they  were  sold.  He 
likewise  promised,  in  a  secret  article,  that  be  would  no 
longer  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Italy;  and  the  king  of 
Spain  made  an  absolute  cession  of  Gibraltar  and  Port.  Ma- 
hon.  At  the  same  time,  a  defensive  alliance  was  concluded 
between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain.  All  remain- 
ing  difficulties  were  referred  to  a  congress  at  Cambray, 
where  they  hoped  to  consolidate  a  general  peace,  by  deter- 
mining ail  differences  between  the  empe'ror  and  his  catholic 
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majestj^  In  the  mean  time,  the  powers  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Spain,  engaged,  by  virtue  of  the  present  treaty, 
to  grant  to  the  duke  of  Parma  a  particular  protection  for 
the  preservation «of  his  territories  and  rights,  and  for  the 
support  of  his  dignity.  It  was  also  stipulated,  that  the 
states  general  should  be  invited  to  accede  to  this  alliance. 
Ilie  congress  at  Cambray  was  opened :  but  the  demands  on 
both  sides  were  so  high,  that  it  proved  ineffectual.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  peace  between  Russia  and  Sweden  was  con- 
cluded on  condition  that  the  czar  should  retain  Livonia, 
Ingria,  Estonia,  part  of  Carelia,  and  of  the  territory  of 
Wyburg,  Riga,  Revel,  and  Narva,  in  consideration  of  his 
restoring  part  of  Finland,  and  paying  two  millions  of  rix 
dollars  to  the  king  of  Sweden.  The  personal  animo^ty  sub- 
sisting between  king  George  and  the  czar  seemed  to  in- 
crease. Bastagif,  the  Russian  resident  at  London,  having 
presented  a  memorial  that  contained  some  unguarded  ex- 
pressions, was  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  a  fortnight. 
The  czar  published  a  declaration  at  Petersburgh,  complain- 
ing of  this  outrage,  which,  he  said,  ought  naturally  to  have 
engaged  him  to  use  reprisals ;  but,  as  he  perceived  it  was 
done  without  any  regard  to  the  concerns  of  England,  and 
only  in  favour  of  the  Hanoverian  interest,  he  was  unwilling 
that  the  English  nation  should  suffer  for  a  piece  of  injus- 
tice in  which  they  had  no  share.  He,  therefore,  granted 
to  them  all  manner  of  security,  and  free  liberty  to  trade  in 
all  his  dominions.  To  finish  this  strange  tissue  of  negotia- 
tions, king  George  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Moors  of 
Africk,  against  which  the  Spaniards  loudly  exclaimed. 

$  IV.  In  the  course  of  this  year,  pope  Clement  XI. 
died ;  and  the  princess  of  Wales  was  deliverd  of  a  prince, 
baptized  by  thename  of  William  Augustus,  the  late  duke 
of  Cumberland/*^^  A  dreadful  plague  raging  at  Marseilles, 
a  proclamation  was  published,  forbidding  any  person  to 
come  into  England,  from  any  part  of  France  between  the 
bay  of  Biscay  and  Dunkirk,  without  certificates  of  health. 
Other  precautions  were  taken  to  guard  against  contagion. 
An  act  of  parliament  had  passed  in  the  preceding  session, 
for  the  prevention  of  infection,  by  building  pest  houses,  to 
which  all  infected  persons,  and  all  persons  of  an  infected 
family,  should  be  conveyed :  and,  by  drawing  trenche^.  and 
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lines  round  any  city,  town,  or  place  infected.  The  king,  in 
his  speech  at  opening  the  session  of  parliament,  on  the  nine* 
teendi  d^y  of  October,  intimated  the  pacificatioft  of  the 
north,  by  the  conclusion  of  the  treat}'  ^.et^een  Muscovy 
and  Sweden*  He  desired  the  house  of  commons  to  consi- 
der of  n^eans  for  easing  the  duties  upon  the  imported  com- 
modities used  in  the  manufactures  of  the  kingdom.  He 
observed,  that  the  nation  might  be  supplied  with  naval 
stores  from  our  own  colonies  in  North  America;  and  that 
their  being  employed  in  this  useful  and  advantageous 
branch  of  commerce  would  divert  them  from  setting  up 
manufactures  which  directly  interfered  with  those  of  Great 
Britain.  He  expressed  a  desire  that,  with  respect  to  the 
supplies,  his  people  might  reap  some  immediate  benefit  from 
the  present  circumstances  of  affairs  abroad :  and  he  eamesdy 
recommended  to  their  consideration,  means  for  preventing 
the  plague,  particularly  by  providing  against  the  practice  of 
smuggling. 

^  V,  One  of  the  first  objects  that  attracted  the  atten^ 
tion  of  the  upper  house  was  the  case  of  John  Law,  th« 
famous  projector.  The  resentment  of  the  people  on  account 
of  his  Mississippi  scheme  had  obliged  him  to  leave  France, 
He  retired  to  Italy ;  and  was  said  to  have  visited  the  pre-» 
tender  at  Rome.  From  thence  he  repaired  to  Hanover ; 
and  returned  to  England  from  the  Baltic,  in  the  fleet  com* 
^andcd  by  sir  John  Norris.  The  king  favoured  him  with 
a  private  audience :  he  kept  open  bouse,  and  was  visited 
by  great  numbers  of  persons  of  the  first  quality.  Earl  Con* 
ingsby  represented  in  the  house  of  lords,  that  he  could  not 
but  entertain  some  jealousy  of  ^  person  who  had  done  so 
niuch  mischief  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom;  who, being  im- 
mensely rich,  might  do  a  great  deal  more  hurt  here,  by 
tampering  with  those  who  were  grown  desperate,  in  conse* 
quence  of  being  involved  in  the  calamity  occasioned  by  the 
fatal  imitation  of  his  pernicious  projects.  He  observed,  that 
this  person  was  the  more  dangerous,  as  be  had  renounced 
his  natural  affection  to  his  country',  his  allegiance  to  his 
lawful  sovereign,  and  his  religion,  by  turning  Roman  catho- 
lic. Lord  Carteret  replied,  that  Mr.  Law  had,  many  years 
ago,  the  misfortune  to  kill  a  gentleman,  in  a  duel;  but« 
)»ving  at  last  received  the  bcpefit  pf  the  king's  demency. 
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and  tl|e  appeal  lodged  by  the  relations  of  the  deceased  bemg 
taken  off)  he  was  come  over  to  plead  his .  majesty^s  pardon^ 
He  said  there  was  no  law  to  keep  an  Englishman  out  of  his 
country  ;  and,  as  Mr.  Law  was  a  subject  of  Great  Britaini 
it  was  not  even  in  tho«  king^s  power  to  hinder  him  from 
coming  over.  After  some  dispute,  the  subject  was  drop- 
ped, and  this  great  projector  pleaded  his  pardon  in  the  king's 
bench,  according  to  the  usual  form. 

$  VI.  The  ministry  had  by  this  time  secured  such  9| 
majority  in  both  houses,  as  enabled  them  to  carry  any  point 
without  the  least  difficulty.  Some  chiefs  of  the  opposition 
they  had  brought  over  to  their  measures,  and  among  tho 
rest  lord  Harcourt,  who  was  created  a  viscounty  and  gratis 
fied  with  a  pension  of  four  thousand  pounds.  Nevertheless 
they  could  not  shut  the  mouths  of  the  minority,  who  still 
f»-eserved  the  privilege  of  complaining.  Great  debates  were 
occasioned  by  the  navy  debt,  which  was  increased  to  one  r 
million  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds.  Some  member  in^ 
j0&ik  hous€l||  affirmed  that  such  extraordinary  expense  could 
not  be  for  the  immediate  service  of  Great  Britain ;  but,  in  al) 
probability,  for  the  preservation  of  foreign  acquisitions« 
The  ministers  answered,  that  near  two  thirds  of  the  navy 
debts  were  contnlcted  in  the  late  reign ;  and  the  parliament 
acquiesced  in  this  declaration:  but  in  reality,  the  navy 
debt  had  been  unnecessarily  increased,  by  keeping  seamen 
in  pay  during  the  winter,  and  sending  fleets  to  the  Medi« 
terranesm  and  Baltic,  in  order  to  support  the  interests  of 
Germany.  The  duke  of  Wharton  moved  that  the  treaty 
with  Spain  might  be  laid  before  the  house.  The  earl  of 
Sunderland  said  it  contained  a  secret  article  which,  the  king 
of  Spain  desired  might  not  be  made  public,  until  after  the 
treaty  of  Cambray  should  be  discussed.  The  question  waa 
put,  and  the  duke's  motion  rejected.  Tlie  earl  of  StraiTord 
asserted,  that  as  the  war  with  Spain  had  been  undertaken 
without  necessity  or  just  provocation,  so  the  peace  waa 
concluded  without  any  benefit  or  advantage,  that,  contrary 
ta  the  law  of  nations,  the  Spanish  fleet  had  been  attacked 
without  aay  declaration  of  war ;  even  while  a  British  minis* 
ter  and  a  secretary  of  state  were  treating  amicably  at  Ma-v 
drid;  that  the  war  w.as  neither  just  nor  politic,  since  it 
interrupted  on«  of  the  most  valuable  branches  of  the  Eng* 
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lish  commerce,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  groaned  under  the 
pressure  of  heavy  debts,  incurred  by  the  former  long^, 
expensive  war.  He,  therefore,  moved  for  an  address  to  his 
majesty,  desiring  that  the  instructions  given  to  sir  George 
Byng,  now  lord  Torrington,  should  be  laid  before  the  house. 
This  motion  being  likewise,  upon  the  question,  rejected,  a 
protest  was  entered.  They  voted  an  address,  however,  to 
know  in  what  manner  the  king  had  disposed  of  the  ships 
taken  from  the  Spaniards.  Disputes  arose  also  from  the  bill 
to  prevent  infection.  Earl  Cowper  represented,  that  the 
removal  of  persons  to  a  Lazaret,  or  pest  house,  by  order  of 
the  government,  and  the  drawing  lines  and  trenches  round 
places  infected,  were  powers  unknown  to  the  British  consti- 
tution ;  inconsistent  with  the  lenity  of  a  free  government, 
such  as  could  never  be  wisely  or  usefully  put  in  practice ; 
the  more  odious,  because  copied  from  the  arbitrary  govern- 
ment of  France ;  and  impracticable,  except  by  militar}'  com- 
pulsion. These  obnoxious  clauses  were  accordingly  repealed, 
though  not  without  great  opposition.  Indeed,  nothing  can 
be  more  absurd  than  a  constitution  that  will  not  admit  of 
just  and  necessary  laws  and  regulations  to  prevent  the  dire 
consequences  of  the  worst  of  all  calamities.  Such  restric- 
tions, instead  of  favouring  the  lenity  of  a  free  government, 
would  be  the  most  cruel  imposition  that  could  be  laid  on  a 
free  people,  as  it  would  act  in  diametrical  opposition  to  the 
great  principle  of  society,  which  is  the  preservation  of  the 
individual. 

$  VII.  The  quakers  having  presented  a  petition  to  the 
house  of  commons,  praying  that  a  bill  might  be  brought  in 
for  omitting  in  their  solemn  affirmation  the  words  ^^  In  the 
"  presence  of  Almighty  God,"  the  house  complied  with  their 
request :  but  the  bill  gave  rise  to  a  warm  debate  among  the 
peers.  Dr.  Atterbury,  bishop  of  Rochester,  said  he  did 
not  know  why  such  a  distinguishing  mark  of  indulgence 
should  be  allowed  to  a  set  of  people  who  were  hardly  chris- 
tians. He  was  supported  by  the  archbishop  of  York,  the 
earl  of  Strafford,  and  lord  North  and  Grey.  A  petition  was 
presented  against  the  bill  by  the  London  clerg)-,  who  expres- 
sed a  serious  concern  lest  the  minds  of  good  men  should  be 
grieved  and  wounded,  and  the.  enemies  of  Christianity 
triumph,  when  they  should  see  such  condescensions  made  by 
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a  christian  legisUture  to  a  set  of  xtten  iVho  fenbunce  the 
divine  institutions  of  Christ;  particularly  that  by  which  the 
faithful  are  initiated  into  his  rtligion,  and  denominated 
christians.  The  petition,  though  presented  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  York,  was  branded  by  the  ministry  as  a  seditious 
libel,  and  rejected  by  the  majority.  Then,  upon  a  motion 
by  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  the  house  resolved,  that  such 
.lords  as  might  enter  protestations  with  reasons  should  do  it 
before  two  oMock  on  the  next  sitting  day,  and  sign  them 
before  the  house  rises."  The  supplies  being  granted,  and  the 
business  of  the  session  despatched  as  the  court  was  pleased 
to  dictate,  on  the  seventh  day  of  March  the  parliament  was 
prorogued.  In  a  few  days  it  was  dissolved,  and  another 
convoked  by  a  proclamation.  In  the  election  of  members 
for  the  new  parliament  the  ministry  exerted  itself  witK  such 
success,  as  returned  a  great  majority  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, extremely  well  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  an 
administration.^  * 

$  VIII.  In  the  beginning  of  May,^  the  king  is  said  to 
have  received  from  the  duke  of  Orleans  full  and  certain 
information  of  a  fresh  conspiracy  formed  against  his  per* 
son  and  government.  A  camp  was  immediately  formed 
in  Hyde  Park.  All  military  officers  were  ordered  to  repair 
to  their  respective  commands.  Lieutenant  general  Mac- 
artney was  despatched  to  Ireland,  to  bring  over  some 
troops  from  that  kingdom.  Some  suspected  persons  were 
apprehended  in  Scodand ;  the  states  of  Holland  were 
desired  to  have  their  auxiliary  or  guarantee  troops  in 
readiness  to  be  embarked ;  and  colonel  Churchill  was  sent 
to  the  court  of  France  with  a  private  commission.  The 
apprehension  raised  by  this  supposed  plot  affected  the  pub- 
lic credit.  South  Sea  stock  began  to  fall ;  and  crowds  of 
people  called  in  their  money  .from  the  bank.  Lord  Towns- 
hcnd  wrote  a  letter  to  the  mayor  of  London,  by  the  king\s 

%  Anna>s.    Hist  Ref.    Deb  in  Parliam.    Polit.  State.    Tindal. 

b  The  earl  of  Sunderland  died  in  April,  after  having  ineuiTed  a  great  load  of 
popular  odiuin,  from  his  nippoaed  connexions  with  the  directors  of  the  South  Sea 
aoDipairr.  He  was  a  minister  of  abilities,  but  violent,  imnetuoui,  at«d  hend  stiting. 
fib  death  was  soon  followed  br  that  of  his  father-in-law,  Xkt  great  duke  of  Marlbo* 
ro«?h,  whose  fi«eu}ties  had  been  for  some  time  greatly  impaired  He  wtis  iuteiTcd 
in  Westminster  Abbej,  with  such  nrofusion  of  funeral  pomp,  as  evineed  the  pride 
and  ostentation,  much  more  than  tne  taste  and  couocm  of  ihoec  who  directed  his 
obsequies.  He  was  suceeeded  as  master  of  the  ordnance,  and  colonel  of  the  fir^ 
re^enf  of  footguarUs,  by  cart  Gfliogan.  *  Au.  l7Si2. 
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command)  signifying  his  majesty's  having  received  un<|uea- 
tionable  advites,  that  several  of  his  subjects  had  entered 
into  a  wicked  conspiracy,  in  concert  with  traitors  abroad, 
for  raising  a  rebellion  in  favour  of  a  popish  pretender ;  but 
that  he  was  firmly  assured  the  authors  of  it  neither  were 
nor  would  be  supported  by  any  foreign  power.  This  letter 
was  immediately  answered  by  an  affectionate  address  from 
the  court  of  aldermen;  and  the  example  of  London  was 
followed  by  many  other  cities  and  boroughs.  The  king 
had  determined  to  visit  Hanover,  and  actually  settled  a 
regency,  in  which  the  prince  of  Wales  was  not  included  : 
but  now  this  intended  journey  was  laid  aside ;  the  court 
^vas  removed  to  Kensington,  and  the  prince  retired  to 
Richmond.  The  bishop  of  Rochester  having  been  seized^ 
with  his  papers,  was  examined  before  a  committee  of  the 
council,  who  committed  him  to  the  Tower  for  high  treason. 
The  earl  of  Orrery,  lord  North  and  Grey,  Mr.  Cockran, 
and  Mr.  Smith,  from  Scotland,  and  Mr.  Christopher  Layer, 
a  young  gentleman  of  the  temple,  were  confined  in  the  same 
place.  Mr.  George  Kelly,  an  Irish  clergyman,  Mr.  Robert 
Cotton  of  Huntingdonshire,  Mr.  Bingley,  Mr.  Fleetwood, 
NeynOe,  an  Irish  priest,  knd  several  persons,  were  taken 
into  custody  ;  and  Mr.  Shippen's  house  was  searched* 
After  bishop  Atterbury  had  remained  a  fortnight  in  the 
Tower,  sir  Constantine  Phipps  presented  a  petition  to  the 
court  at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Morris  that 
prelate's  daughter,  praying,  that,  in  consideration  of  the 
bishop^s  ill  state  of  iiealth,  he  might  be  either  brought  to  a 
speedy  trial,  bailed,  or  discharged :  but  this  was  overruled* 
The  churchmen  through  the  whole  kingdom  were  filled 
with  indignation  at  the  confinement  of  a  bishop,  which  they 
said  was  an  outrage  upon  the  church  of  England,  and  the 
episcopal  order.  Far  from  concealing  their  sentiments  on 
this  subject,  the  clergy  ventured  to  offer  up  public  prayers 
Tor  his  health,  in  almost  all  the  churches  and  chapels  of 
London  and  Westminster.  In  the  mean  time,  the  king 
attendrd  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  made  a  summer  progress 
through  the  western  counties. 

§  IX.  The  new  parliament  being  assembled  on  the 
ninth  day  of  October,  his  majesty  n(iade  them  acquainted 
with  the   nature   of  the   conspiracy*      H^   said  the    con- 
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apiratow  had,  hy  tbeir  emissaries,  made  tbe  *  stfongest 
iastanoes  for  siiccours  from  foreign  powers  :  but  wero 
disappoioted  in  thtir  expectations.  That,  nerenheless, 
oottfiding  in-  their  numbers,  they  had  resolved  once  more,' 
apon  their  own  strengdi,  to  attempt  the  subversion  of  hia 
government.  He  said  they  had  provided  considerable 
sasM  of  money;  engaged  great  numbers  of  officers  from 
abroad,  secured  large  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition; 
and  had  not  the  plot  been  timely  discovered)  the  whole 
nation^  and  partictilaiiy  the  city  of  London,  would  have 
been  farrived  in  blood  and  confusion.  He  expadated  upon 
the  mildness  and  integrity  of  his  own  government;  and 
inveighed  agtdnst  the  ingratitude,  the  implacability,  and 
madness  of  the  disaffected,  concluding,  with  an  assurance, 
chat  he  would  steadily  adhere  to  the  constitution  *in  church 
and  state^  and  continue  to  make  the  laws  of  the  realm  the 
rale*  and  measare  of  all  his  actions.  Such  addresses  were 
ptasented  by  both  houses  as  the  fears  and  attachment  of  the 
aiajority  may  be  supposed  to  have  dictated  on  such  an  occa- 
sion. •  A  bill- was  brought  into  the  house  of  lords,  for  sus- " 
pendmg  the  habeas  corpus  act  for  a  whole  year ;  but  they 
were  ftr  from  being  unanimous  in  agreeing  to  such  an  unu« 
soal  length  of  time. .  By  this  suspension  they,  in  effect, 
vested  the  ministry  with  a  dictatorial  power  over  the  liber- 
ties of  die  people. 

$  X.  The:  opposition  in  the  house  of  commons  was  so 
violent,  that  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  found  it  necessary  to 
alarm  their  apprehensions  by  a  dreadful  story  of  adesign 
to  seize  the  bank  and  exchequer,  and  to  proclaim  the  pre« 
tender  on  the  royal  exchange.  Their  passions  being  in- 
flamed  by  this  ridiculous  ardfice,  they  passed  the  bill,  which 
immediately  received  the  royal  assent.  The  duke  of  Nor- 
folk being  brou^t  from  Bath,  was  examined  before  die 
eooacil,  mid  committed  to  the  Tower,  on  suspicion  of  high 
treason..  On  the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  the  king 
sent  tb  the  house  of  peers  the  original  and  printed  copy  of 
a  declaration  signed  by  the  pretender.  It  was  dated  at 
Lucca,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  in  the  present 
year,  and  appeared  to  be  a  proposal  addressed  to  the  sub- 
jects of  Great  Briuin  and  Ireland,  as  Well  as  to  all  foreign 
princecand  states.     In  this  paper,,  the  chevalier  de  St. 
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George,  haviiig  nftcntioiied  tbe  late  Tiolation  of  At  fantep 
•f  clectioaa,  conspiracies  kiveoftcd  to  give  a  colour  to  wem 
oppressicttis,  ioliuiiotts  informera,  and  the  state  of  proaciip^ 
(ion  in  which  he  supposed  CTcry  honest  man  to.  be,  very 
gravely  proposed,  that  if  king  George  would  rdinqubh  to 
him  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  he  would,,  in  .return,  bo* 
Slow  upon  him  the  title  of  king  in  hb  native  dominiooai^ 
and  invite  all  other  atates  to  confirm  it :  he  likewise  pro* 
mised  to  leaVe  to  king  George  his  succession  to  the.  Britidi 
domim<kns  se;cure,  whenever,  in  due  ooursci  bis  natundi 
right  ihould  take  place*  The  lords  uoanimoilslx  jreaolvedi 
that  this  declaration  was  a  fdse,  insolent,  and  traitorous 
l^bel ;  and  ordered  it  to  be  bumtd  at  the  royal  exchaageb 
The  commons  concurred  in  these  resolutions*  Both  houses 
joined  in  an  addreas,  expressing  their  utmost  astomahmeat 
and  indignation  at  the  surprising  insolence  of  the  pretenderi 
and  assuring  his  majesty,  they  were  determined  to  siq^ 
port  his  tide  tD  the  crown  widi  their  lives  and  forauaAS* 
The  commons  prepared  a  bill  for  raising  one  hundredt 
thousand  pounds  upon  the  real  and  persomd  estates  of  all 
papistS)  or  persons  educated  in  the  popish  religion,  towards 
defraying  the  expenses  occasioned  by  the  late  rebellion  and 
disorders.  The  bill,  though  strenuously  opposed  by  soma 
moderate  members,  as  a  species  of  persecution,  was  scat 
up  to  the  house  of  lords,  together  with. another,  obli^^ng 
aU  persons,  being  papists,  in  Scotland,  and  all  persons  in 
Great  Britain  refusing  or  neglecting  to  take  the  oaths  ap* 
pointed  for  the  security  of  the  king's  person  and  govern* 
mcnt^  to  reig;ister  their  names  and  real  estates.  Both  these 
hUls  passed  through  the  Upper  house  without  amendnkents, 
and  received  the  royal  sanction^ 

$  XL  Mr.  Layer,  being  brought  to  his  trial  at  the 
king's  beiich,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  NovemJbcr,  was 
convicted  of  having  enlisted  men  for  the  pretender's  aer^ 
vice,  in  order  to  stir  up  a  rebellion,  and  received  sentence 
of  death.  He  was  reprieved  for  some  time,  and  examined 
fay  a  committee  of  the  house  of  commons :  but  he  eillMr 
couid  not,  or  would  not,  discover  the  parttcuiata  of  thS 
conspiracy,  so  that  he  suffered  death  at  Tybutfi,  and  his 
head  was  fixed  up  at  Temple  Bar.  Mr.  Pulteney,  chair* 
man  of  the  committee^  retried  to  the  house,  that,  froai 
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dM  MfltmiaBtioii^  of  layer  and  odien,  a  design  Had  htet 
Ssfintd  by  pefsciui  of  figure  and  distinction  at  home^  in 
eonjunctiott  wteh  traitors  abroad,  for  placing  the  pretender 
on  the  throne  of  these  realms :  that  their  first  intention  wai 
M  ]»rocttre  a  body  of  foreign  troops  to  invade  the  kingdom 
m:  the  time  of  the  late  elections ;  bntthat  the  conspirators 
being  disappointed  in  this  expectation,  resolved  to  make  ati 
attempt  at  the  time  that  it  was  generally  believed  the  king 
itttenAed  to  go  to  Hanover,  by  the  help  of  such  officers  and 
«Mt^rs  as  could  pass  into  England  unobserved,  from 
abroad,  under  the  command  of  the  late  duke  of  Ormcmd, 
who  was  to  have  landed  in  the  river  with  a  great  quantity 
of  arms,  provided  in  Spain  for  that  purpose ;  at  whicH 
tsale  d^e  Tower  was  to  have  been  seised.  That  this 
feheme  being  also  defeated  by  the  vigilance  of  the  govern* 
meat,  they  deferred  their  enterprise  till  the  breaking  up  of 
the  camp;  and,  in  she  mean  time,  employed  their  agents 
t»-contipt  and  seduce  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  ? 
that  It  appeared  from  several  letters  and  circumstances, 
that  the  lat^  duke  of  Ormond,  the  dake  of  Norfolk,  the 
earl  of  Orrery,  lord  North  and  Grey,  md  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  were  coaeemed  in  this  conspiracy;  that  their 
aoting  agents  were  Christopher  Layer  and  John  f^lunket, 
wte  travelled  together  to  Rome;  Dennis  Kelly,  George 
Kelly,  and  Thomas  Carte,  nonjuring  clergymen,  Neynoe 
the  Irish  priest,  who  by  this  time  was  drowned  in  the  river 
lliamea ;  in  attempting  to  make  his  escape  from  the  mes- 
senger's house,  Mrs*  ftpilman,  alias  Yallop,  and  John 
Sample. 

^  XII.  This  pretended  conspiracy,  in  all  likelihood, 
extended  no  farther  than  the  first  rudiments  of  a  design 
that  was  never  digested  into  any  regular  form ;  otherwise 
ih»  persons  said  to  be  concerned  in  it  must  have  been  infa- 
tnated  to  a  degree  of  frenzy :  for  they  were  charged  with 
.having  made  application  to  the  regent  of  France,  who  was 
vcM  known  to  be  intimately  connected  widi  the  king  of 
Great  Britain.  The  house  of  commons,  however  resolved, 
that  it  was  a  detestable  and  horrid  conspiracy  for  raising  a 
vebellion;  seising  the  Tower  and  the  city  of  London,  lay* 
ing  violent  hands  upon  the  persons  of  his  most  sacred 
majesty  and  the  prince  of  Wsles',  in  order  to  sabvert  our 
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present  happy  ^ttaUitlHiiral  tn  ctMiidl  aiidsMec  Iqrt^iMiig 
a  popkh  protender  upon  the  throne  j  tbst  U  wm  faraM4 
and  carried  on  by  persons  of  figure  and  distiactkm»  and 
iheir  agents  and  instrumenta,  is  cooj^uictian  wkk  taiton 
abroad.  Bills  were  brought  in,  and.  passed^  fisr  inflNaiag 
paina  and  penalties  against  John  Plunket  and  Geoff;ga.  £«!• 
)y,  who  were  by  these  acts  to  be.kopt  in  daae  ctiiftady 
during  his  majesty's  pleasure,  in  any  prison  in  Great.  Bii* 
tain ; .  and  that  they  should  npt  attempt  to  eacape 
of.  death,  to  be  inticted  upon  them  and  their 
jMr.  Yonget mwle  amotion  for  a  bill  of  the  ^ 
against  the.  bishop  of -Rochestert.  Tbia  wanii 
brought  into,  the  house,  though  sir.  WiUi^^"^  Wjadham 
aflirmed  therp  was  no  evident  against  him.  botico^ftctiuta 
and  hearsay/  The  bishop  wrote  a  leMr  to  dia  spaafcaii 
Importing,  that,  though  conscious  of  hia  own  imimoeMe, 
be  should  decline  giving  the  house  any  tvpubte  that  daju 
contenting  himself  with  the  opportunil^  of  VMifciog  Us 
defence  before  another,  of  which  he  had.  the  honour  Id  be 
a  fnember* .  Counsel  being  heard  for  the  bill,  it.waa.ooaa- 
mitted  to  a  grand  committee  on  the  sixth  day  of  .Apiiiif 
when  the  majority  of  the  tory  members  quitted  the  house* 
It  was  then  moved,  that  the  bish<^ 'should  be  dspiived  mf 
his  office  and  benefice,  and  banished  the  kingdom  for.evcvw 
Mr.  Lawson  and  Mr.Oglethor^spoke'in.his:faari9ttn 

$  XIII.  The  bill  being  passed^  and  sent  vp  l«^  the 
lords,  the  bishop  was  brought  to  his  trial  .before  tthnm  on 
the  ninth. of  May.*  Himself  and,  his  counsel  having  been 
heard,  the  lords  proceeded  to  consider  the  articles  of  die. 
bill.  When  they  read  it  a  third  time,  a  motioawas  made 
to  pass  it,  and  then  a  long  and  warm  debate  ensued.  Earl- 
Paulet  demonstrated  the  danger  andiiyusticeorawervangift 
such  an  extraordinary  manner  from  the  fixed  rules:of  *.««<-. 
dence.  The  duke  of  Wharton,  having  summed«,u|i  the 
depositions,  and  proved  the  insufficiency  of  thern^  coo4iidod. 
with  saying,  that,  let  the  consequences  be  what  the^  would, 
he  h(^d  such  a  hellish  stain  would  never  sully  the  lustre 
and  glory  of  th^t  illustrious  house  as  to  condeom  a  .man 
without  the  least  evidence.  Lord  Bathurst  spoke  against  the: 


<  AnniJ^.TiiMlsl.1)eb.  in  PnttuDii^.  St»te«       «  An.  19<SR. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


ims.  iiiinpBi  I.  v:^   --  1193 


iiHI-  Willi  t^ftA  ili^iiigili  ttid  doqiiriBeB*  .  He-  ••■})  jf-sui^ 
cm«fliiihMpy  prwtedmgt  wtire  c<nmteMBced,  he  saw 
noduAg  feflHttaing  for  hint  and  adiers  to  oo,  •  but  to-  retire 
to  tbair  cMBtrir  hovuKBf  nad  there,  if  poarible,  quietiy  enjoy 
tiKtrmtafteswttWft*  their  cnrii  famffies,  shiee  the  leaat^orreA* 
poodeBoift^  the  h^aai  tntereepted  fastter,  aught  0!»^  made 
ariaoHMiL  He  dbserved,  that  cardinal  Mazarin  boasted, 
that  if  he  Imd  bi^  twa  Imet  of  any  man's  writing,  he  could, 
bjr  means  of  a  few  cireumstances,  attested  by  witnesses^ 
deprive  htm  of  his  life  at  his  pleasnre.  Turning  to -the 
bench  of  bMkafst^'  who  had  been  generally  vrnfavonrable  to 
Dr.  Atterbory,  he*  said  htt  could .  hardly  account  for  the 
inveterate  hadwd  and  malice  some  peiB<ms  bore  the  learned 
and  ingniecis  iMshop  of.Roehealer,  unless  they!wer«  intozi*- - 
cated  with  ikt>  infittttnlion'of  some  savage  Indians,  who 
btiievadthcy  inhcriled  not  only  the  spoils,  but  even  Ac 
abilities  of  any  great  enemy  whon  they  hadkiUcd  in  batde« 
The  faai  was  supported  by  die  duke  of  Argyle,  the  earl  of 
SeafieU,  and^  lood  Ledimere,  which  Isnt  was  answered  by 
eail  Cow|^er»  TUa  nobHanan  observed  diat  the  strongeal 
argitaaent  uiigsd  m  behalf  of  die  bill  was  necessity :  but  that, 
far  his  part,  .he  saw  no  necessity  that  oonld  justify  such 
nnpreoricnted  and  such  dangerous  proceedings,  as  die  con- 
spinu^r  had  above  twelve  asontha  before  been  happily  dis« 
covered,  and  the  efeetsof  it  prevented:  that  besides  the 
intrinsic  weight  and  strengdi  of  die  .government,  the  hands 
of  those  at.  the  hdm  had  been  stifl  further  fordfied  by  the 
suapsnsian  of  die  habeas  cdrpns.act^  and  the  addidonai 
trodps  which  had  been  raised*  He  said  the  known  rules  of 
evidenee^  as  laid  down  at  first,  and  eataUished  by  the  law 
of  die. land,  were  die  birthcigte  of  every  subject  in  the 
natio%  and  ought  to  be  constandy.  observed,  not  xmly  in  the 
infinriar  eonrts  of  judicature,  but  also  in  both  houses  of  par- 
Haaunt,  till  altered  by  the  legislator^,  that  the  ada^ttting  of 
the  precarioiis  and  uncertain  evidence  of  the  clerks  of  the 
postoiice  was  a  very  dangerous  precedent.  .In  former 
times  (said  he)  it  was.  thought  very.grii^ous  that  in  capital 
cases  a  man  shiH^ld  be  affected  by  similitude  of  hands;  but 
here  the'Case  is  much  worsen  since  it  is.  allowed  that  the 
clerks  of  thepostofiee  should  carry  die  aimUitude  of  hand^ 
ibmr  months. in  dieir  iniads«     Me  applttuded.  the  bishop's 
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lioble  depttrtmeiit,  ta  deelifmig  ia  atifwcr  bdiai«  the  Ih>im 
of  eonunops,  whose  proceedings'  in  this  mpfecedented  ambi* 
ner,  ugsnnfit  a  lord  of  parliftment,  mtm  aucb'miBaeioaBehmeiit 
on  the  prerogative  of  the  peerage^  that  if  they  aabmittcd  to 
it,  hy  passing  the  UU^  they  might  be.tetweil  tliC:^last  of 
British  peers^  lo«  g^ing!  up  their  atacient^^rivsfegeaiir  The 
othtt*  partjr  were  not  so  solidtons, about  aaswoAng  reaacMn« 
as  eager  to  pot  the  questkm,  when  the  bill  paaaed,  .and a 
protest  was  entered^  By  this  act  the  bishop  iH»  deprived 
of  ail  offices^  benefices,  and  digtntiea,  and  rendered  incapa* 
ble  of  enjoying  any  Jbr  the  fdtui^ :  he  wn  .banished  the 
iealni>  and  subjected  to  tb4  pains  of  deatls  in  case  he  •sboold 
return,  as  iTiore  all  penons  who  should  correspond  with 
him  during  his  exile.  Dr*  Friend,  the  ^ekbtntcd  jdiysiciiB, 
who  w«fl  ft  in  ember  of  die-  house,  and  had  exerted  hiauelf 
strenuously  in  behalf  of  the  bbhop,  was  now  takeii  iiiiocttft* 
tody,  on  suspicion  of  treasonable  practicrs. 

$  Xiy*  The  next  object  that  excited  the  reacntaDentof 
the  commons  was  the  scheme  of  a  lottery,  to  fae^nnm  s< 
Harburgh,  in  the  liing's  Geroaan  dominions*'  The  house 
appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into^fus  and  other  lotte* 
ries  at  that  time  on  foot  in  London^  The  scbeqne  was  pub* 
lished,  on  pretence  of  raising  a  subscription  for  malntai»sg 
a  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the  king's  terrilottcs  cm 
the  Elbe  :  but  it  was  a  mysterious  seene  of  iniipiity^  wUdi 
the  committee,  with  all  dieic  penetration,  ooidd  not  fidly 
discover.  They  reported,  howei^er,  diatitwaa  aninfiunous, 
fraudulent  underuking,  wherdiy  muny  unwary  pemoads  had 
been  drawn  in,  to  their  great  loss :  that  die  ttatinar  of  cany- 
ing  it  on  had  been  a  mani/est  violadon  af  the  kwaof  the 
kingdom :  that  the  managers  and  agents  of  Ais  lottery  had, 
without  any  authority  for  so  doing,  made  use  of  his  nsajnaty's 
royal  name,  thereby  to  give  countenance  to  the  iniamoos 
project,  and  induce  hit  majesty's  subjects  to  engage  or  be 
concerned  therein.  A  bill  was  brou^  in  to  auppreas  this 
lottery ;  and  to  oblige  the  managers  of  it  to  make  re8tilu<> 
tion  of  the  money  they  had  received  from  the  oontributora. 
At  the  same  time  the  house  resolved^  that  John  Lord  Via- 
count  Harrington  had  been  notoriously  guilty  of  proniotiiigf 
abetting,  and  carrying  on  that  fraudulent  undertaking  ;  for 
which  oiTence  he  should  be  expelled  the  house.    TW' court 
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<if  Vkima  lunrttif  erected  an  East  India  campany  at  Ostend^ 
upon  a  scheme  fomed  by  ofie  Colebrooki  aa  English  mer- 
^antv  sir  Nathaniel  Gould  represented  to  the  house  of 
conniKms  die  great  detriment  which  the  En|^ish  East  !%• 
dia  .OQtnpaay  had  already  reeehred^  and  were  likely  further 
to  austatn,  by  thb  Ostend  eompany*  The  house  iasme^fi* 
ataly  resolved^  that  for  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  to  sub* 
acribe,  or  be  concerned  in  encouraging  any  subscription^  to: 
prctaftots  in  East  India  company  now  erectlnj^  in  the  Au8« 
trian  Netherlands^  was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor; 
and  ft  law  was  enacted  for  prevendng  firiush  subjects  from 
engegiog  in  that  enterprize*  By  another  act^  relating  to 
die  South  Sea  company,  the  two  millions  of  stock  which  had 
been  anaahikted  were  revised)  added  to  the  capital,  and 
divided  among  the  proprietors.  A  third  law  passed,  fpr  the 
more  effecliial  execution  of  justice  in  a  part  of  Soothwark, 
called  the  Mint,  where  a  great  number  cdf  debtors  had  taken 
aanetuary,  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  a  privileged  pbce. « 
On  the  twenty  ^-seventh  day  of  May  the  session  was  ctosed^ 
with  a  speech  that  breathed  nothing  but  panegyric,  acknbwl* 
edgment,  and  affection  to  a  parlianj^nt  which  had  comfdied 
with  all  his  majesty's. wishes* 

^  XV.  His  majesty;  lunring^  ennobled  the  son  of  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  in  considetatioft  of.  the  father's  services, 
made  a  gdod  number  of  church  promodons.     He  admitted 
the  imprisoned  lords  and  gentkmen  So  bail ;  granted  a  par* 
don   to  lord    Boliagbr^ke;   and  oidei«l   the   bishop   of 
Rochester  to  be  conveyed  to  the  continents     Then  h^  him^t 
self  set  out  for  Hanover,  leaving  the  administration  of  his 
kingdoms  in  the  hands  .of  a  regency,  lord  Harcoort  being 
one  of  the  justices.     The  king  was  attended  by  die  two 
secrettwies,    lords   Townshend   and  Carteret,   who   were 
counted  able  negodators.     The  affairs  of  the  continent  had 
begun  to  take  a  new  turn.     I'be  interests  and  oonnexions 
of  die  difiere^t  princes  were  become  perplexed  and  embar<c 
rassed ;  and  king  George  resolved  to  unravel  them  by  dint 
of  negotiation*     Understanding  that  a  treaty  was  on  the 
carpet  between  th^  czar  and  the  king  of  Sweden,  favourable 
to  die  duke  Of  Holstein's  pretensions  to  Sleswick,  the  pos- 
session of  wUch  jdie  elector  of  Hanover  had  guaranteed  to 
DenmarL,  his  majesty  began  to  be  in  pain  for  Bremen  and 
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Verden.  :  Ther^jCBt  of  France  and  the'  king  of  Spmi  had 
now  compromised  M  differenoee ;  and  their  reooneiliation 
was  cemented  by  a  double  marriage 'between  Philtp^s  sons 
a^d  the  regent'^  daughters*  'The.  former  propoeed'new 
treaties  to.  England ;  but  insisted  upon  the  restittttioa  of  Gib- 
raltar and  Port  MsAon,  as  wcU  as  upon  the  king's  opedy 
declaring  against  the   Ostend   company*      His  Britanfisc 
majesty  was  apprdiensive,  that,  should  die  empetorbe  hard 
pressed  on  that  subject,  he  might  join  the  czar  and  die  king 
of  Sweden,  and  promote  their  designs  in  favourof  the  dnke 
of  Holstein*  -On  the  other  hand,  all  the   Italian  powers 
eoDclaimcd  against  the  treaty  of  London.     The  pope  had 
protested  against  any  thing  that  might  have  been  decUed 
at  Cambray  to  the  prejudice  of  his  right      Memorials  to 
the  same  effect  had  been  presented  by  the  king  of  Sardinia^ 
the  dukes  of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Modena.     France  and 
Spain  were  inclined  to  support  these  potenutes  against  the 
hoose  of  Austria.     Europe  seemed  to  be  on  the  eve^of  a 
new  war.     King  George  was  entangled  in  such  a  variety  of 
tiioaties  and  interests,  that  be  knew  not  well  how  to  extricate 
himself  .  frcm  the  troublesome  engagements  he  hAd*  con- 
tracted. By  declaring  for  the  emperor,  he  must  have  coun* 
tenanced  the  aew  establishment  at  Ostend,  which  was  so 
prejudteial  to  his  British  subjects,  and  incurred  the  resent- 
ment of  France,'  Spun,  and  their   allies  of  Italy.     In 
reaouneing  the  inteirest'  of  the  emperor,  he  would  have 
exposed  his  German  dominions.     In  vain  he  exhorted  the 
emperor  to  relax  in  his  disputes  with  Spain,  and  give  up 
the  Ostead  company,  which  was  so  detrimental  and  disa- 
greeid>le  tx>  bis  fiiithfiol  allies :  the  court  of  Vienna  proposed  in 
general  to  observe  the  treaties  which  it  had  conchided,  but 
declined  entering  into  any  particular  dtscussioa ; .  so  that  all 
his  niigesty's  endeavours  issued  in  contracting  closer  con- 
nexions will). Prussia  and  Denmark.  AH  diose  negotiations 
carriied  on^  aU  those  treaties  concluded  by  king  George, 
with  almost  every  prince  and  state  in  Christendom, :  which 
succeeded  one  another  so  fast,  and  appear,  at  first  view,  so 
intricate  and  unaccountable,  were  founded  upon  two  simple 
and  natural  principles,  mmelyv  the  desire  ik  ascertaining 
his  acqnisitions  as  elector  of  Hanover,  s»d  his  resolutioii  to 
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as  well  as  the  eflbrts  of  the  pretender. 

$  XVI.  Great  Britain  itt  this  period  enjoyed  profound 
tranquillity.      Ireland  was  a  little  ruffled  by  an  incideQt 
which  seemed  to  have  been  misrepresented  to  the  people 
of  that  kingdom-     William  Wood  had  obtained  a  patent 
for  furnishing  Ireland  with  copper  currency,  in  whicl^  it 
was  deficient.     A  great  clamour  was  raised  against  this 
coin*     The  parliament  of  that  kingdom*  which  met  in  Sep- 
tember, resolved*  That  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  reve* 
nue,  destructive  of  trade,  and  of  dangerous  consequence  tq 
the  rights  of  the  subject:  that  the  patent  had  been  obtained 
by  misrepresentation:  that  the  halfpence  wanted  weight;  , 
that,  even  if  the  terms  of  the  patent  had  been  complied 
with,  there  would  have  been  a  great  loss  to  the  nation; 
that  granting  the  power  of  coinage  to  a  private  person  had 
.ever  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  kingdom,  and  would  at 
all  times  be  of  dangerous  consequence.     Addresses  from 
both  houses  were  presented  to  the  king  on  this  subject. 
Tlie  affair  was  referred  to  the  lords  of  the  privy  council  of 
England.    They  justified  the  conduct  of  the  patentee,  upon 
4he  report  of  sir  Isaac  Newton,  and  other  officers  of  the 
mint,  who  had  made  the  assay  and  trial  of  Wood's  half'- 
pence,  and  found  he  had  complied  with  the  terms  of  the 
.patent.      They  declared  that  this   currency  exceeded  in 
goodness,  fineness,  and  value    of  metal,  all   the  copper 
money  which  had  been  coined  for  Ireland,  in  the  reig|i^ 
of  king  Charles   II.  king  James   II.   king  William  and 
queen  Mary.     The  privy  council  likewise  demonstrated, 
that  his  majest}*'s  predecessors  had  always  exercised  the 
undoubted  prerogative  of  granting  patents  for  copper  cotn« 
age  in  irelaad  to  private  persons :  that  none  of  these  pat- 
enu  had  been  so  beneficial  to  the  kingdom  as  this  granted 
to  William  Wood,  who  had  not  obtained  it  ia  an  unprece- 
dented manner,  but  after  a  reference  to  the  attorney  and 
solicitor  general,  and  after  sir.  Isaac  Newton  had  been  con- 
sulted in  ever}'^  particular :  finally,  they  proved,  by  a  great 
Bumber  of  witnesses,  that  there  was  a  real  want  of  saich 
money/  in    Ireland.       Notwithstanding  this   decision^  th^ 
ferment  of  thu  Irish  nation  was  industriously  kept  up  by 
clamour,   pamphlets,   papers,   ami    lampoons,    written   by 
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Dean  Swift  and  other  authors ;  so  that  Wood  voluntarify 
reduced  his  coinage  from  the  value  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand to  that  of  forty  thousand  pounds.  Thus  the  noise 
was  silenced.  The  commons  of  Ireland  passed  an  act,  for 
accepting^  the  afErmatton  of  the.  quakers  instead  of  an  oath ; 
and  voted  three  hundred  and  forty  thousands  pounds  to* 
wards  discharging  the  debt  of  the  nation,  which  amounted 
to  about  double  that  sum. 

$  XVII.  In  the  month  of  October,  England  lost  a  wor- 
thy nobleman  in  the  death  of  earl  Cowper,  who  had  twice 
discharged  the  office  of  lord  chancellor,  with  equal  disoem* 
ment'and  integrity.  He  was  profoundly  skilled  in  the  laws 
of  his  country;  in  his  apprehension  quick  ahd  penetrating; 
in  his  judgnvent  clear  and  determinate.  He  possessed  a 
manly  eloquence :  his  manner  was  agreeable,  and  his 
deportment  graceful.  This, year  was  likewise  remarkable 
for  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  regent  of  France, 
who,  since  the  decease  of  Lewis  XIV.  had  ruled  that 
nation  with  the  most  absolute  authority.  He  was  a  prince 
of  taste  and  spirit,  endowed  with  shining  talents  for  em- 
pire, which  hfc  did  not  fail  to  display,  even  in  the  midst  of 
effeminate  pursuits  and  idle  debauchery.  From  the  infirm 
constitution  of  the  infant  king,  he  had  conceived  hopes  of 
ascending  the  throne,  and  taken  his  measures  accordingly; 
but  the  young  monarch's  health  began  to  be  established, 
and  all  the  duke's  schemes  were  defeated  by  an  apqplexy, 
of  which  he  died,  in  the  fiftieth  ye^  of  his  age,  after 
having  nominated  the  duke  of  Bourbon  as  prime  minister. 
King  George  immediately  received  assurances  of  the  good 
disposition  of  the  French  court,  to  cultivate  and  improve 
the  good  understanding  so  happily  established  between 
France  aind  Great  Britain.  The  king  arrived  in  England 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  December :  and  on  the  ninth  day 
of  January  the  parliament  was  assembled.  His  majesty,  in 
hi?  speech,  recommended  to  the  commons  the  care  of  the 
public  debts;  and  he  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  seeing 
the  sinking  fund  improved  and.  augmented,  so  as  to  put 
the  debt  of  the  nation  into  a  method  of  being  speedily  and 
gr<adually  discharged. 

$  XVIII.  This  was  the  repeated  theory  of  patriotism, 
which  unhappily  for  th&  subjects,  was   never  reduced  to 
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practice :  not  but  that  a  beginning  of  such  a  laudable  work 
was  made  in  this  very  session,  by  an  act  for  lessening  the 
public  debts.  This  law  provided  that  the  annuities  at  five 
per  cent,  charged  on  die  general  fund  by  a  former  act, 
except  such  as  had  been  subscribed  into  the  South  Sea, 
together  with  the  unsubscribed  blanks'  of  the  lottery  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred « and  fourteen,  should  be 
paid  off  at  lady  day  of  the  year  next  ensuing,  with  thf 
money  arising  from  the  sinking  fund.  The  ministry,  how- 
ever, did  not  persevere  in  this  path  of  prudent  economy. 
The  commons  granted  all  the  supplies  that  were  demanded. 
They  voted  ten  thousand  seamen ;  and  the  majority,  though 
not  withou|t  violent  opposition,  agreed  to  maintain  four 
thousand  additional  troops,  which  had  been  raised  in  the 
preceding  year :  so  that  the  establishment  of  the  land  forceff 
amounted  to  eighteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-four. 
The  expanse  of  the  year  was  defrayed  by  a  land  tax  and 
malt  tax.  The  commons  having  despatched  the  supply, 
took  into  consideration  a  grievance  arising  from  protections 
p'anted  by  foreign  ministers,  peel's,  and  members  of  parlia- 
ment, under  which  profligate  persons  used  to  screen  them- 
selves from  the  prosecution  of  their  just  creditors.^  The 
commons  resolved,  that  all  protections  granted  by  members  , 
of  that  house  should  he  declared  void,  and  immediately, 
withdrawn.  The  lords  made  a  declaration  to  the  same 
purpose,  with  an  exception  of  menial  servants,  and  those 
necessarily  employed  about  the  estates  of  peers.*^  On  the 
twenty -fourth  day  of,  April,'*)'  his  majesty  closed  the  session 
in  the  i|sual  manner,  made  some  alterations  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  great  offices  of  state,  and  sent  Mr.  Horatio 
Walpole  as  ambassador  extraordinary  to  the  court  of  France. 

c  OldmiiOn.    Polit  State.    Hist.  Reg.    Annals  of  K.  George.    Mem.  Hist. 

'  d  Tbe  duke  of  Ncweastle  vas  now  appointed  secretary  of  state ;  the  duke  of 
Grafton,  loi-d  chain1>erlain ;  andloni  Carteret,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland 

'fbe  king  instituted  a  professorship  for  the  modern  languages  in  each 
universitr. 

In  the  month  of  May  died  Robert  Harlcj,  eaH  of  Oxlbrd  and  eari  Mortimer, 
vho  had  beeii  a  munificent  patron  of  genius  and  liteivture;  and  eompleted  a  very' 
valuable  collection  of  manuacrmts. 

Tbe  pn«tice  of  inoculatiol™?  the  smaltpox  vas  by  this  time  introduced  into 
Englaml  from  Ttirkev.  Prince  Frederick,  the  two  princesses  Amelia  and  Caro- 
lina, the  duke  of  Bc<lford  and  his  sister,  with  many  other  persons  of  distinctioi), 
underwent  thia  0|>erati9n  with  sueceas. 

Ur.  Henry  Sachtvercl  died  in  June,  after  having  bequeathed  five  hundred 
poumb  to  the  late  bishop  of  Rochester.  ,    *  An.  1724. 
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$  XtX.  la  the  begianing  of  this  year,  Philip  king  of 
Spain,  retiring  with  his  queen  to  the  monastery  of  St»  lide- 
fonsO,  sent  the  marquis  of  Grimaldi,  his  principal  secretary 
of  state,  to  his  son  Lewis,  prince  of  Asturias,  %mh  a  solemn 
renunciation  of  the  crown,  and  a  letter  of  advice,  in  which 
he  eahorted  him  to  cultivate  the  blessed  virgin  with  the 
trarmest  devotion ;  and  put  himself  and  his  kingdoms  under 
her  protection.  The  renunciation  was  published  through 
the  whole  monarchy  of  Spain ;  and  the  council  of  Castile 
resolved,  that  Lewis  might  assume  the  reins  of  government 
without  assemUing  the  Cortex,  The  English  minister  at 
Paris  was  instructed  to  interpose  in  behalf  of  the  French 
protestants,  against  whom  a  severe  edict  had  l»een  lately 
published ;  but  his  remonstrances  produced  no  effect*  Eng- 
land, in  the  mean  time,  was  quite  barren  of  such  events  as 
deserve  a  place  in  history.  The  government  was  now  firmly 
established  on  the  neck  of  opposition ;  and  commerce  flour- 
ished even  under  the  load  of  grievous  impositions* 

$  XX»  The  next  parliament,  which  met  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  November,  seemed  to  be  assembled  for  no  odier 
purpose  than  that  of  establishing  funds  for  the  expense  of 
the  ensuing  year :  yet  the  session  ^was  distinguished  by  a 
remarkable  incident :  namely,  the  trial  of  the  earl  of  Macdes^ 
field,  lord  chancellor  of  England.  This  nobleman  had  con- 
nived at  certain  venal  practices  touching  the  sale  of  places, 
and  the  money  of  suitors  deposited  with  the  masters  of 
chancer^',  so  as  to  incur  the  general  reproach  of  the  nation. 
He  found  it  necessary  tp  resign  the  great  seal  in  the  begin- 
ning of  January.  On  the  ninth  day  of  the  ensuing  mondi, 
the  king  «ent  a  message  to  the  commons,  importing,  that, 
his  majesty,  having  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  suitors  in 
the  court  of  chancery  were  in  danger  of  losing  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money,  from  the  insufficiency  of  some  of  the 
masters,  thought  himself  obliged  in  justice  and  compassion 
CO  the  said  sufferers,  to  uke  the  most  speedy  and  proper 
method  the  law  would  allow,  for  inquiring  into  the  state  of 
the  masters'  accounts,  and  securing  their  effects  for  the 
benefit  of  the  suitors ;  and  his  majesty  having  had  several 
rcporu  laid  before  him,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  he 
bad  given,  had  ordered  the  reports  to  be  communicated  to 
Iht:  bou9C,  that  they  might  have  as  full  and  as  perfect  a 
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view  of  this  important  affair  aa  the  afaortneaa  of  the  time, 
and  the  circumstances  and  nature  of  the  proceedings  would 
admit. 

§  XXL  These  papers  being  taken  into  consideration, 
sir  George  Oxenden  observed,  that  enormous  abuses  had 
crept  into  the  high  court  of  chancery :  that  the  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  of  the  Ute  lord  chancellor  were  many  and 
various,  but  might  be  reduced  to  the  following  heads ;  that 
he  had  embezzled  the  estates  and  effects  of  many  widows, 
orphans,  and  lunatics:  that  he  had  raised  the  offices  of 
masters  in  chancery  to  an  exorbitant  price :  trusting  in 
their  hands  large  sums  of  money  belonging  to  suitors  that 
they  might  be  enabled  to  4;^mply  with  his  exorbitant  de-* 
mands ;  and  that  in  several  cases  he  had  made  divers  irre- 
gular orders.  He  therefore  moved,  that  Thomas  earl  of 
Macclesfield  should  be  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  mis*^ 
demeanors.  Mr.  Pulteney  moved,  that  this  affair  might 
be  left  to  the  consideration  of  a  select  committee.*  Sir 
William  Wyndham  asserted,  that  in  proceeding  by  way  of 
impeachment  upon  reports  from  above,  they  would  make  a 
dangerous  precedent;  and  seem  to  give  up  the  most  vaTu-' 
able  of  their  privileges,  the  inquest  after  state  ciimina]s« 
The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  for  the  impeach- 
ment. The  earl  was  accordingly  impeached  at  the  bar  of 
the  upper  house :  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
articles ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in,  to  indemnify  the  mas- 
ters in  chancery  from  the  penalties  of  the  law,  upon  discov- 
ering what  consideration  they  had' paid  for  their  admission 
to  their  respective  offices*  The  trial  lasted  twenty  days  : 
the  earl  was  convicted  of  fraudulent  practices ;  and  con- 
demned in  a  fine  of  thiTty  thousand  pounds,  with  imprison- 
ment until  that  sum  should  be  paid.  He  was  immediately 
committed  to  the  Tower,  where  ht  continued  about  six 
weeks ;  but  upon  producing  the  money  he  was  discharged  : 
and  sir  Peter  King,  now  created  baron  of  Oakham,  suc- 
ceeded him  in  the  office  of  chancellor. 

^  XXil.  His  majesty,  on  the  eighth  day  of  April,* 
gave  the  house  of  commons  to  understand,  that  having 
teen  engaged  in  some  extraordipary  expenses,  he  hoped  he 

e  Am«li.    Mem.  Hist.    Deb.  In  PartiuD.    Tindsl.  *  An.  1723. 
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should  be.  eaaUed  to  raises  a  sum  of  money,  by  making 
ase  of  the  ftinds  lately  established  for  the  pa}mient  of  die 
civil  list  annuities,  in  order  to  discharge  the  debts  con- 
tracted in  the  civil  government.  Mr.  Pulteney,  cofferer 
of  the  household,,  moved  fpr  an  address,  that  an  account 
should  be  laid  before  the .  house  of  all  moneys  paid  for 
secret  service,  pensions,  and  bounties,  from  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  one,  and  to  the  twenty-<fifth  of  the  same  montfi  in  the 
present  year.  This  address  being  voted*  a  motion  was 
made  to  consider  the  kiug's  message.  Mr.  Pulteney  urged, 
that  this  consideration  should  be  postponed  until  the  house 
should  have  examined  the  papers  that  were  the  subject  of 
the  address.  He  expressed  his  surprise^  that  a  debt 
amounting  to  above  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  should 
be  contracted  in  three  years :  he  said,  he  did  not  wonder 
that  some  persons  should  be  so  eager  to  make  good  the 
deficiencies  of  the  civil  list,  since  they  and  their  friends 
enjoyed  such  a  share  of  that  revenue ;  and  he  desired  to 
know,  whether  this  was  all  that  was  due,  or  whether  they 
should  expect  another  reckoning?  This  gentleman  began  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  measures  of  the  ministry ;  and  his 
sarcasms  were  aimed  at  Mr.  Walpole,  who  undertook  to 
answer  his  objections.  The  commons  took  the  message 
into  consideration,  and  passed  a  bill,  enabling  his  majesty 
to  raise  a  sum,  not  exceeding  one  million,  by  exchequer 
bills,  loans,  or  otherwise,  on  the  credit  of  the  deductions 
of  six-pence  per  pound,  directed  by  an  act  of  parliament  of 
the  seventh  year  of  his  majesty,  and  of  the  civil  list  reve- 
nues, at  an  interest  not  exceeding  three  pounds  per  cent. 
till  repayment  of  the  principal. 

§  XXIII.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  a  petition 
was  presented  to  tKc  house  by  lord  Finch,  in  behalf,  of 
Henry  St.  John,  late  viscount  Bolinghroke,  praying  that- 
the  execution  of  the  law  with  respect  to  his  forfeitures 
might  be  suspended,  as  a  pardon  had  suspended  it  with 
respect  ta  his  life.  Mr.  Walpole  signified  to  the  l\ou$e^ 
bv  his  majesty's  command,  that,  seven  years  before,  the 
pedtioner  liad  made  his  humble  application  and  submissioa  to 
the  king,  with  assurances  of  duly,  allegiance,  and  fidelity : 
that,  fron)  hrs  bebavioijr  since  th^t  time?,  bis  majesty  was 
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convinced  of  his  being  a  fit  object  of  his  mercy ;  and  con-* 
seated  to  his  petitioning  the .  house.  The  petition  being 
read,  Mr.  Walpole  declared  himself  fully  satisfied,  that  ' 
the  petitioner  had  sufficiently  atoned  for  his. past  offences; 
and  therefore  deserved  the  favour  of  that  house,  so  fir  as 
to  enable  him  to  enjoy  the  family  inheritance  that  vrm  set- 
tled upon  him,  which  He  could  not  do  by  virtue  of  his 
9iajesty'»  pardon,  without  an  act  of  parliament.  Lord 
Finch  moved,  that  a  bill  might  be  brought  in  for  thb  purr 
pose,  and  was  warmly  opposed  by  Mr.  Methuen,  comp* 
troUer  of  the  household,  who  represented  Bblmgbroke  as  a 
monster  of  iniquif}^  His  remonstrance  was  supported  by 
lord  WiUiam  Paulet,  and  Mr.  Onslow ;  nevertheless,  the 
bill  was  prepared,  passed  through  both  houses,  and  receiv- 
ed the  royal  assent.  An  act  being  passed  for  disarming 
the  Highlanders  of  Scotland ;  another  for  regulating  elecr 
tions  within  the  city  of  London ;  a  third  for  reducing  the 
interest  of  several  bank  annuities,  together  with  some  bills 
of  a  private  nature,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  in  May, 
after  the  king  had,  in  the  warmest  terras  of  acknowledg- 
ment, expressed  his  approbation  of  their  conduct.  Then 
he  appointed  lords  justices  to  govern  the  nation  in  his 
absence ;  and  set  out  in  June  for  his  German  dommions.^ 
§  XXIV.  The  tide  of  political  interests  on  the  conti- 
nent had  begim  to  flow  in  a  new  channel,  so  as  to  render 
ineffectual  the  mounds  which  his  Britannic  majesty  had 
raised  by  his  multiplicity  of  negotiations.  Lewis,  the 
Spanish  monarch,  dying  soon  after  his  elevation  to  the 
throne,  his  father  Philip  resumed  the  crown  which  he  had 
resigned ;  and  gave  himself  up  implicitly  to  tliie  conduct  of 
his  queen,  who  was  a  princess  of  indefatigable  intrigue  and 
insatiate  amlntion.  The  Infanta,  who  had  been  married  to 
Lewis  XV.  of  Prance,  was  so  disagreeable  to  her  husband, 
that  the  whole  French  nation  began  to  be  apprehensive  of  a 

f  On  tbe  fifth  day  of  December  the  princess  of  Wales  was  deliverer)  of  a 
princess,  cbristeped  by  tbe  name  of  Louisa,  ami  afterwards  jnarricil  to  the  king  of 
DenmariL  She  died  December  the  nmeteenth,  one  tbousaiid  seven  huodred  aiid 
fifty-one. 

Immediately  after  the  session  of  parliament,  tbe  king  revived  tbe  order  of 
the  Bat h ,  thirt  v -eigh t  in  nomber,  including  the  sovereign. 

WiUiam  6ateman  Aias  created  baron  of  Cahnore  in  Ireland,  and  viscount 
Bate  man ;  and  sir  Uobert  Walpole,  \*  ho  had  been  oim  of  the  revived  knights  of 
iHc  Balh,  was  now  honoured  wUb  the  order  of  the  g»i  un*. 
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civil  War,  in  consequence  of  his  dying  without  silile  issue  j 
be  therefore  determined,  with  the  advice  of  hia  counsel,  to 
send  back  th«  Infanta  as  the  nuptials  had  not  been  consum* 
mated  I  and  she  was   attended  to  Madrid  by  ^  nsrquis 
de  Montekme..    The   queen   of  Spain  resented  this  intuit 
offered  to  her  daughter ;  and  in  revenge,  dismissed  nude*' 
moiselle  de  Beaujolois,  one  of  the  regent's  dau(ghters,  who 
had  been  betrothed  to  her  eon  Don  Carlos*     As  the  con* 
gress  ac  Cambray  had   proved   ineffectual,  she  offered  to 
adjust  her  differences  with  the  emperor,  under  the  sole 
tnediation  of  Great  Britain*     This  was  an  honour  whicli 
king  George  declined*     He  was  averse  to  any  undertakisg 
that  might  interrupt  the  harmony  subsisting  between  him 
and  the  court  of  Versailles ;  and  he  hi^d  taken  umbrage  at 
the  emperor's  refusing  to  grant  tJie  investiture  of  Bremen 
and  Verden  except  upon  terms  which  he  did  not  choose  to 
embrace*     The  peace  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Madrid,  which  he  refused  to  mediate,  was  effected  by  a 
private  negotiation,  under  the  management  of  the  duke  de 
Ripperda,  a  native  of  the  states  general,  who  had  renoun- 
ced the  protestant  religion,  and  entered  into  the  service  of 
his  catholic  majesty.     By  two  treaties,  signed  at  Vienna 
in  the  month  of  April,  the  emperor  acknowledged  Philip 
as  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  promised  that  he  would 
not  molest  him  in  the  possessioa  of  those  dominions  that 
were  secured  to  him  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht*     Philip 
renounced  all  pretensions  to  the  dominions  in  Italy  and  the 
Netherlands,  adjudged  to  the  emperor  by  the  treaty  of 
London :  Charles  granted  the  investiture  of  the  dukedoms 
of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  to  the  eldest  son  of  the 
queen  of  Spain,  in  default  of  heirs  in  the  present  posses* 
SOTS,   as   masculine   fiefs  of  the   empire*      Spain   became 
guarantee  of  the   Austria^   succession,  according  to   the 
pragmatic  sanction,  by  which  the  dominions  of  that  house 
were  setded  on  the  emperor^s  heirs  general,  and  declared 
4o  be  a  perpetual,  indivisable,  and  inseparable  feoffment  to 
the  primogeniture*     By  the  commercial  treaty  of  Vienna, 
the  Austrian  subjects  were  entitled  to  advantages  in  trade 
with  Spain,  which  no  other  nation  enjoyed*     liis  catholic 
majesty  guaranteed  the  Ostend  East  India  company ;  and 
agreed  to  pay  an  annual  subsidy  of  four  millions  of  piaa- 
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'  tres  to  the  exAperor.  Great  sums  were  remitted  to  Viennat 
the  Imperial  forces 'were  augmented  to  a  formidable  num- 
ber; and  other  powers  were  solicited  to  engage  in  this 
alliance,  to  which  the  court  of  Petersburgh  actually  acceded^ 

$  XXV.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  took  the  alarm* 
The  emperor  and  he  had  for  some  time  treated  each  other 
with  manifest  coolness.  He  had  reason  to  fear  some 
attempts  upon  his  German  dominions ;  and  projected  a 
defensive  treaty  with  France  and  Prussia.  This  alliance^ 
limited  to  the  term  of  fifteen  jrear?,  was  negotiated  and  con*- 
eluded  at  Hanover  in  the  month  of  September.  It  implied 
a  n^ual  guarantee  of  the  dominions  possessed  by  the  con- 
tracting parties^  their  rights  and  privileges,  those  of  com- 
merce in  {Hurticular<»  and  an  engagement  to  procure  satisfac- 
tion to  the  protestants  of  Thorn,  who  had  lately  been  op** 
pressed  by  the  catholicfll^^trary  to  the  treaty  of  Oliva* 
The  king  having  taken  tmb  precaution^  at  Hanover,  set 
out  on  his  return  for  .England;  embarked  at  Helvoetsluys 
in  the  middle  of  December ;  and  after  havinj^been  exposed 
to  the  fury  of  a  dreadful  storm,  was  landed  with  great  dif- 
ficulty at  Rye,  from  whence  he  proceeded  by  land  to  Lon<* 
don.  The  parliament  meeting  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
next  month,  he  gave  them  to  understand  that  the  dis^essed 
condition  of  some  of  their  protestant  brethren  abroad,  and 
the  negotiations  and  engagements  contracted  by  some  for- 
eign powers,  which  seemed  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
new  troubles  and  disturbances  in  Europe,  and  to  threaten 
his  subjects  with  the  loss  of  several  of  the  most  advanta- 
geous branches  of  their  trade,  had  obliged  hirik  to  concert 
with  other  powers  such  measures  as  might  give  a  check  to  the 
ambitious  views  of  those  who  were  endeavouring  to  render 
themselves  formidable ;  and  put  a  stop  to  the  further  progress 
of  such  dangerous  designs.  He  told  theih,  that  the  enemies 
of  his  government  were  already  very  busy,  by  their  instru- 
ments and  emissaries  in  those  courts  whose  measures  seemed 
most  to  favour  their  purposes,  in  soliciting  and  promoting 
the  cattse  of  the  pretender.  One  sees,  at  first  sight,  that 
the  interests  of  Germany  dictated  the  treaty  of  Hanover) ' 
but,  in  order  to  secure  the  approbation  of  Great  Britain, 
upon  which  the  support  of  this  alliance  chiefly  depended, 
it  was  judged  necessary  to  insert  the  articles  relating  tm  c#m- 

VoL.  It  Q  q 
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aaerce  and  tbe  protcstant  reUgioo,  as  if  the  eogagenent  had 
been  contracted  purely  for  the  advantage  and  glorjr  ol  Eng- 
hind.  In  a  vrord^  the  ministry  began  now  to  ring  the 
changes  upon  a  few  words  that  have  been  repeated  ever 
since,  like  cabalistical  aoiinda,  by  which  the  nation  has  been 
enchanted  into  a  very  dangerous  connexion  widi  the  con- 
cerns of  the  continent.  They  haranguedt  they  insisted 
upon  the  macl^nations  of  the  disaffected,  the  designs  of  a 
popish  pretender^  the  protestant  interest,  and  the  balance  of 
power,  until  these  exprefsions  beoame  absolutely  teims  of 
tidicide  with. every  person  of  common  sense  and  reflecdon. 
The  people  were  told,  that  the  emperdr  and  the  kii^  of 
Spain,  exclusive  of  the  public  treaties  concluded  at  Vienna, 
had  entered  into  private  engagements,  importing,  that  the 
Imperialists  should  join  the  Spaniards  in  recovering  Gibral- 
tar and  Port.  Mahpn  by  force  of  arms,  in  case  the  king  of 
£Uigland  should  refuse  to  restore  them  amicably,  according 
lo  a  solemn  promise  he  had  made :  ttiat  a  double  marriage 
ihould  iake  place  between  the  two  infants  of  Spain,  and  tbe 
two  archduchesses  of  Austria :  and  that  means  should  be 
tdcen  to  place  the  pretender  on  the  throne  of  Great  Britain. 
§  XXV  L  When  tbe  treaties  of  Vienna  and  Hanover 
fell  tinder  consideration  of  the  house  of  commons,  Horatio 
Walpble,  afterwards  termed,  in  derision,  ^^  the  balance 
*^  master,"  opened  the  debate  with  a  long  unanimated  era* 
lion,  giving  a  detail  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  since  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht.  He  enumerated  the  barrier  treaty,  the  con* 
vetudon  for  executing  that  treaty,  the  defensive  alliance 
with  ^he  emperor,  the  other  with  the  most  chrbtian  kinf 
and  the  states  general,  another  convention,  the  quadruple 
alliance,  the  congress  at  Cambray,  the  treaty  at  Hanover, 
and  that  of  Vienna.  He  explained  the  nature  of  each 
engagement.  He  said,  the  main  design  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  concluded,  between  the  emperor  and  Spain,  was 
to  countenance  and  support  the  East  India  company  estab' 
lisbed  at  Ostend,  which  interfered  so  essentially  with  the 
East  IncUa  companies  of  England  and  Holland,  and  was 
directly  contrary  to  several  solemn  treaties  still  in  force* 
He  enlarged  upon  the  danger  to  which  the  balance  of 
power  wUuld  be  exposed,  should  the  issue  male  of  this 
prq^ected  naarriage    between  ihe  houses  of  Austria  and 
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Spain,  erer  possess  the  Imperial  dignity  and  the  kiogdoik 
of  Spain  together.  The  reader  will  take  notice,  that  ihif 
very  man  was  one  of  those  who  ezclaimed  against  that 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  prevented  the  power- 
of  those  two  houses  from  being  imoiediately  united  in  the 
person  6f  the  emperor*  He  did  not  forget  to  expattatt 
iipoii  the  prcttended  secret  engagemant  concerning  GibrUk 
tar  and  Minorca;  and  the  king's  pious  concern  for  th^ 
distressed  protestants- of  Thorn  in  Poland.  In  vain' die) 
HHt.  Shippen  urge,  that  the  trtaty  of  Hanover  woid<l 
engage  the  British  nation  in  a  war  for  the  defenee  6f  th4 
kingfs  German  dominions,  contrary  to  an  exprcsa  provi^ 
si<Mi  made  in  the  act  of  limitation.  These  aignaents  had 
lost  all  weight.  The  opposition  waS  ko  incoMiderablei 
that  the  ndinistry  had  no  reason  to  be  in  pain  about  $aKf 
measure  diey  should  propose.  An  address  was  voted  and 
delivered  to  his  majesty,  approving;  the  alliance  he  had 
eotid^ded  at  Hanover,  in  order  to  obviate  and  dfiusappoin^ 
the  dangerous  views  and  consequences  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  betwixt  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain^  and 
promising  to  support  his  majesty  against  aU  insults  and 
attacks  that  should  be  made  upon  any  of  his  territories^ 
though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain*  An 
address  of  the  same  kind  was  presented  by  the  house  eff 
lords  in  a  body.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  empowering  the 
commissioners  ol  the  treasury  to  oomponnd  with  Mn 
Richard  Hampden,  late  treasurer  of  the  navy,  for  a  debt 
he  owed  to  the  crown,  amounting  to  eigfat-aiid-forty  thou- 
sand pounds.  This  .deficiency  was  occasioned  by  hi4 
embarking  in  the  South  Sea  scheme.  The  king  tecooi^ 
mended  his  petition;  and  the  house  complied  with  hie 
request,  in  consideration  of  his  great*  grandfather,  the 
fiimous  John  Hampden,  who  made  such  a  nofaJe  atand 
against  the  arbitrary  measures  of  the  first  Charles. 

f  XXVII.  The  malt  tax  was  found  so  grievous  to  Sae>t* 
land,  dkat  the  people  refused  to  pay  it,  and  riots  were  excir 
ted  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdonu  At  Glasgow,  the 
populace,  armed  with  clubs  and  staves,  rifled  the  house  of  ^ 
Daniel  Campbell,  their  representative  in  parliament,  who  had 
voted  for  the  bill ;  and  maltreated  some  excisemen,  {^ho  at* 
tempted  to  take  an  account  of  the  malt*  Qencral  Wade,  who; 
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commanded  the  forces  in  Scotland,  had  sent  two  com- 
panies of  soldiers,  under  the  command  6f  captain  Bushel, 
to  prevent  or  appease  a  disturbance  of  this  nature. 
That  ofRcer  drew  up  his  men  in  the  street,  where  they 
were  pdtcd  with  stones  by  the  multitude,  which  he  endea- 
voured to  disperse  hj  firing  among  them  without  shot. 
This  expedient  failing,  be  ordered  his^  men  to  load  their 
pieces  with  ball ;  and,  at  a  time,  when  the  magistrat)e8  were 
advancing  towards  him  in  a  body,  to  assist  him  with  their 
advice  and  iaftuence,  his  commaiided  t^e  soldiers  to  fire 
four  ilifferent  wayis,  without  the  sanction  of  the  civU  aatho- 
rity«  About  twenty  persons  were  killed  or  wounded  on 
this  occasion.  The  people  sefeing  so  many  victims  firil, 
were  eicasperated  beyond  all  sense  of  danger*  They  began 
to  procure  arms,  and  breathed  nothing  but  defiance  and* 
revenge.  Bushel  thought  proper  to  retreat  to  the  eaatleof 
Dumbarton ;  and  was  pursued  above  five  miles  by  theemra- 
ged  muhitude.  General  Wade  being  informed  of  this  ttaM* 
action,  assembled  a  body  of  forces ;  and  being  accompjanied 
by  Dutican'  Forbes,  lord  advocate,  took  possession  of  Giaa- 
gow  A  *  The  magistrates  were  apprehended,  and  conveyed 
prifioners'to  Edinburgh,  where  i^e  lords  justiciary  having 
tal^n  cognizance  of  the  aiFair,  declared  them  innocent;  ao 
that  they  were  immediately  discharged.  Bushel  was  tried 
for  murder,  convicted,  and  condemned:  but  instead  -of 
undergoing  the  penalties  of  the  law,  he  was  indulged 
with  a  'pardon,  and  promoted  in  the  service*  Danid 
Campbell  having  petitioned  to  the.  house  of  commons,  that 
he 'might  be  indemnified  for  the  damage  he  had  auataioed 
fifom  the  rioters,  a  bill  passed  in  his  favour,  granting  hina  a 
certain'  sum  to  be  raised  from  an  impositiofi  laid  upon  dl 
the  beer  and  ale  brewed  in  the  eity  of  Glasgow.  The  malt 
tax-  was  so  sensibly  felt  in  Scodand,  that  the  eonventiott  of 
the  royal  burghs'  presented  a  remcmstrance  against  it,  as  a 
griei^ous  burden,-  which  their  country  could  not  bear :  pet> 
tion»  to  the  same  purpose  were  delivered  to  the  comnions 
from  diiFerent  shires. of  that  kingdom*^     On  the  twenty- 

g  OMmixoii.    Aonala.    Deb.  in  Par.    Mem.  liitt.    Tinclal. 

b  The  duke  of  'Wbfirton,  having  eoiisomed  his  fortone  m  riot  and  extmTa- 
gtfnee,  r(ft>«ired  to  the  ooort  of  Yienoa,  from  whence  he  firaeeeded  to  i?ome»-  mnA 
offered  bis  servioe  to  the  pretender.  Tlivre  he  received  the  order  of  the  gftiter, 
&d  the  title  of  duke  of  NonhttinberUuid.     He  was  icnt  hy  the  elievalier  do  Su 
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fourth  day  of  Mardi,*  the  king  sent  a  message  to  the  house 
b]|rstrFaul  Madmen,  desiring  an  extraordinary  supply,  that 
he  night  be  aUe  to  augment  his  maritime  force,  and  con^ 
cert  such  other  measures  as  should  be  necessary  in  the  pre« 
sent  €0njttncture«  A  debate  ensued;  but  the  majority 
complied  wUh  the  demand.  Some  members  in  the  u{lper 
house  eomj^ained  that  the  message  was  not  sent  to  boi^ 
houses  eC  parliament,*  and  this  suggestion  gave  rise  to  sno* 
tber  debate,  in  which  lord  Bathurst  and  others  made  soma 
mebaeholy  reflections  upon  the  state  of  insignificance  to- 
wbieh  the  peers  of  England  were  reduced.  Such  ren^ks, 
however,  were  very  little  minded  by  the  ministry ;  who  had 
obtained  a  complete  victory  over  all  opposition.  The  sup* 
pbes,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  being  granted,  with  every 
tUng  eke  which  the  court  thought  proper  to  ask,  and  sev^^ 
end-bitts  passed  for  the  regulation  of  civil  economy,  the  king 
disaissed  the  parliament  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  M ay# 
$  XXVIII.  By  this  time  Peter  the  czar  of  Muscovy 
was*  dead,  and  <  his  empress  Catharine  had  succeeded  him 
on  the  Huasian-, throne*  This  princess  had  begun  to  a^sem- 
Us  foroes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Petersburgh;  and  to 
prepare  -a  formidable  acmament  for  a  naval  expedition. 
King  George,  conchidiag  that  her  design  was  against  Swe- 
dea^  sent  a  stroi^  squacteon  into  the  Baltic,  under  the  com- 
mand of  sir  Charles  Wager,  in  order  to  anticipate  her  views 
upion  )ua  aUies.  The  EAgUsh  fleet  being  joined  at  Copen* 
hagen  by>a  Danish  squadron,  alarmed  the  court  of  Russia, 
vUohrililfnediately  issued  orders  for  reinforcing  the  garri- 
sons of  Wibourg,  Cronstot,. Revel,  and  Riga,  llie  English 
admiral,  having  had  an  audience  of  his  Swedish  majesty, 
steesed  towards  Revel,  and  sent  thither  a  lieutenat,  with  a 
letter  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain  to  the  czarina.  This 
was  an  expestuli^tion,  in  which  his  majesty  observed,  that 
be  and  bis  allies  could  not  fail  of  being  alarmed  at  her 
great  preparations  by  sea  and  land*  He  complained  that 
measures  had  been  taken  at  her  court  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
tender:  that  his  repeated  instances  for  establishing  a  lasting 
friendship  with  the  crown  of  Russia  had  been-  treated  with 

C»c<!j^t  with  ereSttntiate  to  the  coart  of  Mftdrid,  where  ho  uliiiired  the  nrotcsUnt 
relixkm,  m;irricd  a  lady  of  tUe  qiiccn  of  Spain's  bedchambfr,  and  obUin^o  the  rank 
*M  appomtmest  of  a  Ueotenant  colonel  in  the  Spanish  sci-vice.  *  Atu  17^. 
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neglect:  and  he  gave  her  to  understand^  that  he  iiad 
ordered  lus  admiral  to  prevent  her  ihips  from  coming  out 
of  her  harbours,  should  she  persist  in  her  resolution  to 
execute  the  designs  she  had  projected.  The  czarina,  in 
her  answer  to  the  king,  expressed  her  surprise  that  she  had 
,not*l'eceived  his  majesty's  letter  until  his  fleet  was  at  anchor 
before  RiBvel,  sinceit  would  have  beete  more  agreeable  to 
the  custom  established  among  sovereigfAs,  and  to  the  amity 
which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  her  kingdoms  and  the 
^rown  of  Great  Britain,  to  expostulate  with  her  on  her 
armament,  and  expect  her  answer,  before  he  had  proceeded 
to  such  an  ofFenstve  measure*  She  assured  him  that  nothing 
was  farther  from  her  dioughts  than  any  designs  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  north ;  and  with  regard  to  the  pretender, 
it  was  a  frivolous  and  stale  accusaition,  which  had  been  fre- 
quently used  as  a  pretext  t6  cover  all  the  unkind  steps 
lately  taken  against  the  Russian  empire.  Sir  Charles  Wager 
continued  in  his  station  until  he  received  certain  intelligence 
that  the  Russian  galleys  were  laid  up  in  their  winter  har- 
boufl  then  he  set  sail  for  the  coast  of  Denmark,  from 
whence  he  returned  to  England  in  the  mondi  of  November. 
§  XXIX.  King  George,  that  he  might  not  seem  to  con- 
vert all  his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  north,  had  equip* 
ped  two  other  squadrons :  one  of  which  was  destined  fienrthe 
West  Indies,  under  the  command  of  admital  Hosier :  the 
other,  conducted  by  sir  John  Jenning's,  havitig  on  board  a 
body  of  land  forces,  sailed  from  St.  Helens  cm  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  July,  entered  the  bay  of  St.  Antonio,  then  visi* 
ted  Lisbon,  from  whence  he  directed  his  course  to  the  bay 
of  Bulls  nisar  Cadiz,  and  cruised  off  Cape  St.  Marys,  so 
as  to  alarm  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  fill  Madrid  with  eon-* 
sternation.  Yet  lie  committed  no  act  of  hostility :  but  was 
treated  with  great  civility  by  the  Spanish  governor  of  Cadis, 
who  supplied  him  with  refreshments.  Rear-admind  Hosier, 
With  seven  ships  of  war,  bad  sailed  in  April  for  the  Spanisll 
West  Indies,  with  instructions  to  block  up  the  galleons  in 
the  ports  of  that  country ;  or  should  they  presume  to  come 
out,  to  seize  and  bring  them  to  England.  Before  his  arrival 
at  the  Bastimentos,  near  Porto  Bello,  the  treasure,,  consist- 
ing of  above  six  millions  'sterling,  had  been  unloaded,  and 
carried  back  to  Panama,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  sent  by 
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aat  advioa  boaty  which  had  the  start  of  Hosier.  This  admi- 
ral lajr  iaactivc  on  that  station,  until  he  became  the  jest  o( 
the  Spaniards*  He  rctumed  to  Javpuuca,  where  he  found 
fBC^DS  to  reinfmroe  his  crews  ;  thai  he  stood  over  to  Car- 
thageiuu  The  Spaniards  had  by  this  time  ssized  the  English 
Scmlh  Sea  ship  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  together  with  all  the  res- 
sda  and  eSects  belonging  to  that  company «  Hosier  in  vain 
demanded  restitution :  he  took  some  Spanish  ships  by  way 
of  reprisal,  and  continued  eruising  in  those  seas  until  the 
greater  part  of  his  men  perished  deplorably  by  the  diseases 
of  that  unhealthy  climate,  and  his  ships  were  totally  ruined 
by  the  worms.  This  brave  officer  being  restricted  by  his 
orders  from  obeying  the  dictates  of  his  courage,  seeing  his 
best  officers  and  men  daily  swept  off  by  an  outrageous  dis^ 
temper,  and  his  ships  exposed  to  inevitable  destruction,  is 
said  to  have  died  of  a  Ix-ofcen  heart ;  while  the  people  of 
England  loudly  clamoured  against  this  unfortunate  expedi- 
tion,  in  which  so  many  lives  were  thrown  away,  and. so  much 
money  expended,  without  the  least  advantage  to  the  nation. 
It  seems  to  have  been  a  mean  piratical  scheme  to  rob  the 
cpurt  of  Spain  of  its  expected  treasure,  even  while  a  peace 
subsisted  between  the  two  nations.  The  mmistry  of  Great 
Britain  indeed  alleged,  that  die  Spanish  king  had  entered 
into  engagements  in  favour  of  the  pretender. 

$  XXX.  The  dukes  of  Ormond  and  Wharton,  and  the 
earl  Marischal,  were  certainly  at  Madrid :  and  the  duke 
de  fiipperda,  now  prime  minister  of  Spain,  dropped  some 
expressions  to  the  English  envoy,  •  that  implied  some  such 
design,  which,  however,  the  court  of  Madrid  positively 
denied.  Ripperda,  9s  a  foreigner,  fell  a  saorifice  to  the 
jealousy  of  the  Spanish  ministers.  He  was  suddenly  dis- 
missed from  his  employments,  with  a  pension  of  three 
thousand  pistoles.  He  forthwith  took  refuge  in  the  house 
of  Vandermeer  the  Dutch  ambabsuclor,  who  was  unwilling 
to  be  troubled  with  such  a  guest.  He  therefore  conveyed 
the  duke  in  his  coach  to  the  house  of  colonel  Stanhope, 
the  British  minister,  whose  protection  he  craved  and  ob« 
tained.  Nevertheless,  he  w;»s  dragged  from  thence  by 
force,  and  committt*  ^  prisoner  to  the  castle  of  Segovia.  He 
after%vards  made  bis  escape,  and  sheltered  himself  in  Eng- 
lafid,  from  the  resentment  of  his  catholic  majesty.  Colonel 
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Stanhope  complained  of  this  violation  ofthe  bur.  of  i 
which  the  Spanish  ministers  endeavoured  to  excaae»  Me- 
iliorials  and  letters  passed  between  the  two  oomta;-  and 
every  thing  tended  to  a  rupture.  The  kh^  of  Spain  pur- 
chased ships  of  WBT ;  began  to  make  preparations  £or  aome 
important  undertaking ;  and  assemUed  an  army  of.  twenty 
thousand  men  at  St.  Roch,  on  pretence  of  rebuildiog-the 
old  castle  of  Gibraltar.  Meanwhile  the  states  genend  and 
the  king  of  Sweden  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover:  but 
the  king  of  Prussia,  though  his  majesty's  son*ia-law^  was 
detached  from  the  alliance  by  the  emperor,  with  whom  he 
contracted  ne  we  engagements* 

$  XXXI.  Ontheseventeethday  of  January,  the  British 
parliament  was  opened  with  a  long,  elaborate  speech,  im- 
porting that  the  proceedings  and  transactions  of  the  emperor 
and  king  of  Spain,  and  the  secret  oflFensive  alliances  con- 
cluded between  them,  had  laid  the  foundations  of  a  most 
exorbitant  and  formidable  power :  that  they  were  direcdy 
levelled  against  the  niost  valuable  and  darling  interests  and 
privileges  of  the  English  nation,  which  must  either  give  up 
Gibraltar  to  Spain,  and  acquiesce  in  the  emperor's  usurped 
exercise  of  commerce,  or  resolve  vigorously  to  defend  their 
undoubted  rights  against  those  reciprocal  engagements,  con- 
tracted in  defiance  and  violation  of  all  national  faith,  and 
the  most  solemn  treaties.  He  assured  them,  that  one  of 
those  secret  articles  was,  the  placing  the  pretender  on  the 
throne  of  Great  Britain  :  and  another  the  conquest  of  Gib- 
raltar and  Port  Mahon.  He  affirmed  that  those  combina- 
tions extended  themselves  into  flussia ;  and  that  the  English 
fleet  seasonably  prevented  such  designs  as  would  have 
opened  a  way  to  the  invasion  of  these  kingdoms.  He  ex- 
horted the  commons  to  grant  such  supplies  as  should  be 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  for  making 
good  his  engagements  with  the  allies  of  Great  Britain.  He 
told  them,  that  the  king  of  Spain  had  ordered  his  minister 
residing  in  England  to  quit  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  he  had 
left  a  memorial  little  short  of  a  declaration,  in  which  be 
insisted  upon  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar.  He  did  not  fail 
to  touch  the  energetic  strings  which,  always  moyed  their 
passions ;  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  the  security  of 
the  British  commerce,  the  designs  of  a  popish  pretender, 
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die  preaest  happy  establiBhoient,  the  religion^  libettie9»  and 
properties  of  a  protestant  people.  Such  addresses  of  thanks 
were  penned  in  bodi  bouses  as  the  ministers  were  pleased 
to  dictate :  yet  not  without  opposition  from  a  minorit}', 
which  was  far  from  being  formidable,  though  headed  by- 
chiefs  of  uncommon  talents  and  resolution.  The  commons 
voted  twenty  thousand  seamen,  besides  six-and-twenty  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighty- three  men  for  the  land  ser- 
vice; and,  to  defray  the  extraordinary  expense,  a  land  tax 
of  four  shillings  in  the  pound  was  granted. 

^  XXXII.  The  house  of  lords  having  taken  into  conf 
Sideration  the  letters  and  memorials  between  the  ministers 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  and  the  papers  relatmg] 
to  the  accession  of  the  states  general  to  the  treaty  of  Han* 
over,  a  warm  debate  ensued.  Lord  Bathurst  took  notice, 
that  the  accession  of  the  states  general  to  the  treaty  waa 
upon  condition  that  this  their  act  should  be  approved  and 
ratified  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  most  christian 
king,  and  the  king  of  Prussia;  but  that  the  minister  of  hts 
Prussian  majesty  had  refused  to  sign  the  act  of  accessiony 
which  was  therefore  of  no  effect :  that  if  the  court  of  France 
should  for  the  same  reason,  think  itself  disengaged  from  the 
Hanover  alliance,  Britain  alone  would  be  obliged  to  bear  the 
burden  of  an  expensive  war  against  two  of  the  greatest 
potentates  of  Eiirope.  He  said  he  could  not  see  any  just 
reason  for  a  rupture  with  Spain :  that  indeed  the  duke  de 
Ripperda  might  have  dropped  some  indiscreet  expressions  ; 
he  was  known  to  be  a  man  of  violent  temper ;  and  he  had 
been  solemnly  disavowed  by  his  catholic  majesty :  that,  m 
the  memorial  left  by  the  Spanish  ambassador,  he  imputed 
the  violent  state  of  affairs  between  the  two  crowns  to  the 
ministers  of  England ;  and  mentioned  a  positive  promise 
made  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  for  the  restitution  of 
Gibraltar ;  that  methods  of  accommodation  might  be  tried, 
before  the  kingdom  engaged  in  a  war  which  must  be 
attended  with  dangerous  consequences :  that  the  motion  wsui' 
loaded  with  a  debt  of  fifty  miUiiMis ;  and,  in  order  to  main* 
tain  such  a  war,  would  be  obliged  to  rfiise  seven  millions 
yearly ;  an  annual  sum  by  which  the  people  would  soon  be^ 
exhausted*  He  observed,  that  in  some  papers  laid  before 
die  house,  mention  was  made  of  great  sums  distributed  i|^ 
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divers  placet,  to  bring  certain  measures  to  tear.  He 
declared,  that  for  his  own  part,  he  had  touched  neither 
Spanish  nor  English  gold ;  he  was  neither  a  Spaniard  nor 
a  Frenchman,  but  a  true  Englishman,  and  so  long  as  he 
had  the  honour  to  sit  in  that  house,  he  would  speak  and  act 
for  the  good  of  his  coimtry.  He  therefore,  desired  their 
lordships  seriously  to  consider  the  matter  before  tbea^ 
which  was  of  the  last  consequence  and  importance  to  the 
whole  nation.  He  said  nodiing  could  be  gained  by  the 
war,  should  it  prove  successful :  and  every  thing  would  be 
lost  should  it  be  unprosperous.  He  was  answered  by  lord 
Townshend,  who  affirmed  that  his  majesty  had  received 
positive  and  certain  information  with  respect  to  the  secret 
article  of  alliance  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid, 
in  favour  of  the  pretender,  though  the  safety  of  the  state  did 
not  permit  him  to  lay  these  advices  before  the  parliament. 
After  much  altercation,  the  majority  resolved,  that  the  mea- 
sures his  majesty  thought  fit  to  take,  were  honourable,  just, 
and  necessary  for  preventing  the  execution  of  the  danger- 
ous engagements  entered  into  in  favour  of  the  pretender : 
for  preserving  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  by  solemn  treaties,  and  particularly  those  of 
Gibraltar  and  the  island  of  Minorca ;  and  for  maintaining 
to  his  people  their  most  valuable  rights  and  privileges  of 
commerce,  and  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.  Seven- 
teen lords  entered  a  protest  against  this  resolution.  Dis* 
putes  of  the  same  nature  arose  from  the  same  subject  in  the 
lower  house.  Lord  Townshend  had  affirmed  in  the  house 
of  peers,  that  no  promise  of  restoring  Gibraltar  had  been 
made :  sir  Robert  Walpole  owned  such  a  promise  in  the 
house  of  commons :  a  motion  was  made  for  an  address, 
desiring  these  engagements  might  be  laid  before  the  house : 
another  member  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  memorial  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Pointz  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  for  the 
secret  offensive  article  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Madrid :  a  third  motion  was  made  to  address  the  king  for 
such  memorials  and  representations  from  the  courts  of  Swe- 
den* and  Dotomark,  as  induced  him,  in  the  course  of  the 
preceding  year,  to  send  a  squadron  to  the  Baltic.  In  the 
account  of  the  money  granted  for  the  service  of  the  last 
year,  there  was  an  article  of  t>tte  hundred  and  twenty-five 
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tfaoutend  ipMada  charged  m  general  tercd^  m  bsuied  out  fot 
odier  engagements  and  expenses^  over  and  above  such  a* 
were  specified.  Mr.  Pultenej  moved  for  ati  address  cm 
this  subject ;  but  each  of  these  motions  was  rejected  on  a 
division :  and  the  minority  concurred  in  an  address  of  thanks 
to  his  majesty,  for  the  great  wisdom  of  his  conduct.  They 
expressed  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  his  goodness  aad 
discretion,  they  promised  to  support  him  in  all  such  further 
measures  as  be  should  find  necessary  and  expedient  for 
preventing  a  rupture,  as  well  as  for  consulting  the  honour 
and  advantage  of  these  kingdoms. 

$  XXXIII.  His  majesty's  speech  gave  such  umbra({e 
to  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  Mr.  Palms,  the  imperial  resi- 
dent at  London,  was  ordered  to  present  a  warm  memorial 
to  the  king,  and  afterwards  to  publish  it  to  the  whole 
aation.  In  this  bold  remonstrance,  the  king  was  charged 
with  having  declared  from  the  throne,  as  certain  and  ui^ 
doubted  facts,  several  things  that  were  either  wreste4» 
iflisrepresented  or  void  of  all  foundation.  The  memorialist 
affirmed,  that  the  treaty  of  Vienna  was  built  on  the  quadruple 
alliance ;  that  the  treaty  of  commerce  was  calculated  to  pro^ 
mote  the  mutual  and  lawful  advantages  of  the  subjects  of 
both  parties,  agreeably  to  the  law  of  nations ;  and  in  no 
respect  prejudicial  to  the  British  nation.  He  declared, 
that  there  was  no  offensive  alliance  concluded  between  the 
two  crowns :  that  the  supposed  article  relating  to  the  frt^ 
tender  was  an  absolute  falsehood :  that  the  insinuation  with 
respect  to  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  was  equally  untrue,  bis 
asaater  having  made  no  engagements  with  the  kiog  of  Spaus 
but  such  as  were  specified  in  the  treaty  communicated  to 
his  Britannic  majesty.  He  said  however^  the  hostilities 
notcoriously  committed  in  the  West  Indies,  and  elsewhere, 
against  the  king  of  Spain,  in  violation  of  treaties,  seemed 
to  justify  that  prince's  undertaking  the  siege  of  Gibraltar. 
Finally,  he  demanded,  in  the  name  of  his  Imperial  majest)!, 
suitable  reparation  for  the  injury  his  honour  had  sustained 
irom  such  calumnious  imputations.  Both  houses  of  par- 
liament expressed  their  indignation  at  the  insolence  of  this 
memorial,  in  an  address  to  his  majesty ;  and  Mr.  Palms 
was  ordered  to  depart  the  kingdom.     Virulent  declarations 

were  {presented  by  the  ministers  of  the  emperor. and  the 
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king  of  Great  Britain  to  the  diet  of  the  empire  at  Ratisbon ; 
and  such  personal  reflections  retorted  between  these  two 
potentates,  that  all  hope  of  reconciliation  vanbhed. 

$  XXXIV.  King  George,  in  order  to  secure  himself 
against  the  impending  storm^  entered  into  more  strict 
engagements  with  the  ^French  king;  and  agreed  to  pay  fifi^ 
thousand  pounds  for  three  years  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  in 
consideration  of  that  prince's  holding  in  readiness  a  body 
of  ten  thousand  troops  for  the  occasions  of  the  alliance.  He 
concluded  a  fresh  treaty  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  who 
promised  to  furnish  a  certain  number  of  auxiliaries,  on  ac- 
count of  a  large  subsidy  granted  by  the  king  of  I^rance. 
The  proportions  of  troops  to  be  sent  into  the  field  in  case 
of  a  rupture,  were  ascertained*  His  Britannic  msyesty 
engaged  for  four-and-twenty  thousand  men,  and  a  strong 
Squadron  to  be  sent  into  the  Baltic.  He  made  a  conven* 
tion  with  the  prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  who  undertook  to 
provide  eight  thousand  infantr}',  and  four  thousand  horse, 
In  consideration  of  seventy-four  thousand  pounds,  to  be 
paid  by  Great  Britain  immediately,  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  more  in  case  the  troops  should  be  required,  besides 
their  pay  and  subsistence.^  Such  was  the  fruit  of  all  the 
alliances  so  industriously  planted  since  the  accession  of  king 
George  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  day  of  ins 
trouble,  the  king  of  Prussia,  who  had  espoused  his  daughter, 
deserted  his  interest ;  and  the  states  general  stood  aloof. 
For  the  security  of  his  German  dominions,  he  had  recourse 
to  the  king  of  France,  who  was  a  precarious  ally ;  to  the 
kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and  the  principality  of 
Hesse  Cassel :  but  none  of  these  powers  would  contribute 
their  assistance  without  being  gratified  with  exorbitant  sub- 
sidies, though  the  danger  was  common,  and  the  efibtts 
ought  to  have  been  equal.  Instead  of  allies,  they  professed 
diemselves  mercenaries.  Great  Britain  paid  them  for  the 
defence  of  their  own  dominions :  she,  moreover,  undertook 
to  maintain  a  powerful  fleet  for  their  safe^.  Is  there  any 
Briton  so  weak  as  to  think,  or  so  foolhardy  as  to  affirm,  thtt 
this  was  a  British  quarrel? 

§  XXXV.  For  the  support  of  those  expensive  treaties, 
Mr.  Scroope,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  moved  in  the  house 
vAimal^.    Deb.  ill  Parli«m.    Tindal.    Lireipf  tKe  Admirali; 
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of  cbmmoM,  that  in  the  malt^tax  bill  they  should  insert  a 
clause  of  appropriation,  empowering  the  king  to  apply  such 
sums  as  should  be  necessary  for  defraying  the  expenses  and 
engagements  which  had  been,  or  should  be  made  before 
the  cwentj^fifth  day  of  September,  in  concerting  such  mea- 
sures as  he  should  think  most  conducive  to  the  security 
of  trade,  and  restoring  the  peace  of  Europe.*  To  litde 
purpcwe  did  the  members  in  the  opposition  urge,  that  this 
medibd  of  asking  and  granting  supplies  was  unparlia- 
mentary :  that  such  a  clause  would  render  ineffectual  that 
appropriation  of  the  public  money,  which  the  wisdom  of  all 
parliaments  had  thought  a  necessary  security  against  mis- 
application, which  was  the  more  to  be  feared,  as  no  pro- 
vision was  made  to  call  any  person  to  account  for  the 
money  that  should  be  disposed  of  by  virtue  of  this  clause : 
that  'great  sums  had  already  been  granted :  that  such  an 
unlimited  power  ought  never  to  be  given  in  a  free  govern- 
ment :  that  such  a  confidence  in  the  crown  might,  through 
the  mfluence  of  evil  ministers  be  attended  with  the  most 
dangerous  consequences :  that  the  constitution  could  not  be 
preserved,  but  by  a  strict  adherence  to  those  essential  par- 
liamentary forms  of  granting  supplies  upon  estimates,  and 
of  appropriating  these  supplies  to  services  and  occasions 
pubKely  avowed  and  judged  necessary:  that  such  clauses, 
if  not -seasonably  checked,  would  become  so  frequent,  as  in 
time  to  lodge  in  the  crown  and  in  the  ministers,  an  absolute 
and  imcontrolable  power  of  raising  money  upon  the  people, 
which  by  the  constitution  is,  and  with  safety  can  only  be, 
lodged  in  the  whole  legislature*  The  motion  was  carried,  . 
the  clause  added,  and  the  bill  passed  through  the  othor 
house  without  amendment,  though  not  without  opposition* 
Notwithstanding  this  vote  of  credit,  sir  William  Yonge 
moved,  that  towards  the  supply  granted  to  the  king,  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  pounds  should 
be  raised  by  loans  on  exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  on  the 
surplus  of  die  duties  on  coal  and  culm,  which  was  reserved 
for  the  parliament's  disposal.  Though  this  motion  was 
vigorously  opposed  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyl  and  Mr.  Pulteney, 
as  a  dangerous  deviation  from  several  votes  and  acts  of 

♦  An.  irar. 
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parliament,  by  whicl^  the  cxceedings  of  Ae  puUk  lands 
were  appropriated  to  the  disdurge  of*  the  national  debt,  or 
to  the  increase  of  the  sinking  funds,  it  was  carried  by  the 
majority, 

$  X^XVI.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  die  padiaaient 
was  prorogued,  aCtet  the  king  had  acknowledged  their  zeal, 
liberality,  and  despatch :  and  given  them  to  understand  that 
the  siege  of  Gibralter  was  actually  begun.  The  trenches 
were  opened  before  this  fortress  on  the  deventh  day  of 
February,  by  the  Conde  de  las  Torres,  at  the  head  of 
twenty  thousand  men.  The  place  was  well  provided  for  a 
defence ;  and  the  old  earl  of  Portmore,  who  was  gevemori 
embarked  with  a  reinforcement  from  England,  under  con^ 
voy  of  a  fleet  commanded  by  sir  Charles  Wager.-  He 
arrived  at  Gibraltar  in  the  beginning  of  April,  wliere  he 
landed  the  troops,  with  a  great  quantity  of  ammtmiMB, 
warlike  stores,  and  four-and-twenty  pieces  of  cannon*  At 
the  same  time,  five  bundled  men  arrived  from  Minorca :  so 
that  the  garrison  amounted  to  six  thousand,  j^endAiUy 
supplied  with  fresh  provisions  from  the  coast  of  Barbaiy, 
and  treated  the  efforts  of  the  besiegers  with  great  oootenpt 
The  states  general,  being  apprehensive  of  an  attempt  upon 
their  barrier  in  the  Netheriands,  dcMred  the  king  would 
hold  in  readiness  the  ten  thousand  auxiliaries  stipulated  in 
the  treaty.  These  were  immediately  prepared  for  embark- 
ation, and  the  forces  of  England  were  augmented  widi 
thirty  new  raised  companies.  Sir  John  Norris  set  aail 
with  a  powerful  fleet  from"  the  Baltic,  and  was  joined  by  a 
Danish  squadron :  but  the  czarina  dying  on  the  seventeenth 
day  of  May  he  had  no  occasion  to  commit  hos^ities,  as  the 
Russian  armament  was  laid  aside. 

$  XXXVII.  Meanwhile  the  powers  at  variance,  Aougli 
extremely  irritated  against  each  other,  were  all  eqnaiiy 
averse  to  a  war  that  might  again  embroil  all  Europe.  The 
king. of  France  interposed  his  mediation,  which  was  con- 
ducted by  the  duke  de  Richlieu,  his  ambassador  at  ViettBa* 
Plans  and  counterplans  of  pacification  were  propoaed  between 
the  two  crowns  and  the  allies.  At  length,  all  parties  agreed 
to  twelve  preliminary  articles,  which  were  signed  in  May 
at  Paris,  by  the  ministers  of  the  Hanover  alliance,  and 
afterwards  at  Vienfln;  by  the  Imperial  and  Spanish  ambas* 
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•adon.  These  imported,  that  hostilities  should  immediately 
cease :  that  the  chsurter  of  the  Ostend  company  should  be 
suspended  for  seven  years  :  and  that  a  congress  should  in 
four  months  be  opened  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  for  adjusting  all 
differences,  and  consolidating  the  peace  of  Europe.  This 
congress  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Soissons,  for  the 
conveniency  of  the  French  minister,  whose  presence  was 
necessary  at  court*  The  siege  of  Gibraltar  was  raised, 
after  it  had  lasted  four  months,  during  which  the  Spaniards 
lost  a  great  number  of  meti  by  sickness,  while  the  garrison 
snstamed  very  licde  damage*  The  court  of  Madrid,  how- 
ever, started  some  new  difficulties,  and  for  some  time 
would  not  consent  to  the  restitution  of  the  South  Sea 
ship,  which  had  been  detained  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  in  the 
West  Indies ;  so  that  sir  Charles  Wager  continued  to  cruize 
on  the  coast  of  Spain;  but  these  objections  were  removed  in 
the  sequeL 

$  XXXVIII.  King  George,  having  appointed  a  regen- 
cy, embarked  at  Greenwich,  on  the  third  day  of  June,  and 
landing  in  Holland,  on  the  seventh,  set  out  on  his  journey 
to  Hanover*  He  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  paralytic 
dis<M*der  on  the  road :  he  fordiwith  lost  the  faculty  of 
speech,  became  lethargic,  and  was  conveyed  in  a  state  of 
insensibility  to  Osnabruck.  There  he  expired  on  Sunday 
die  eleventh  day  of  June,  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his 
age,  and  in  the  thirteenth  of  his  reign«»— George  I.  was 
plain  and  simple  in  his  person  and  address ;  grave  and 
composed  in  his  deportment,  though  easy,  familiar,  and 
facetious  in  his  hours  of  relaxation.  Before  he  ascended 
the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  he  had  acquired  the  character 
I  of  a  circumspect  general,  a  just  and  merciful  prince,  a  wise 
I  politician,  who  perfecdy  understood,  and  steadily  pursued, 
I  Ids  own  interest.  With  these  qualities,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  that  he  came  to  England  extremely  well  disposed  to 
govern  his  new  subjects  according  to  the  maxims  of  the 
British  constitution,  and  the  genius  of  the  people ;  and  if 
fsvct  he  seemed  to  deviate  from  these  principles,  we  may 
lake  it  fcr  granted,  that  he  was  misled  by  the  venal  sugges- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


320  HISTORY  OP  ENGLAND.  2727. 

tions    of   a   xninUtry  whose   power   and   influence  weic 
founded  on  corruption.^ 

k  Gcorac  I.  mtui*iecl  the  prineew  Sophia  Doi'Ot^y^  daagfater  and  heiroi  d 
the  duke  ofZell,  by  whom  he  had  king  George  II.  and  the  late  queen  of  Prassia. 
The  king^s  body  wm  conveyed  to  Hanover,  and  interred  among  his  ueestoit. 
From  the  deatli  of  Cliarles  IJ.  to  tliia  period,  England  had  made  a  considerable 
Jigare  in  evCTT  branch  ot'  literature.    Dr.  Atterbury  and  Dr.  Clarke  distSnguiahed 
ihemieWesb  divinity — ^Mr.  Wlustoa  wrote  in  defence  of  Ariauiam — Jobs  Locke 
■hone  forth  tlic  great  restorer  of  Imnian  reason — ^thc  earl  of  Shaftsbury  raised  «h 
elegant,  though  feeble,  system  of  moral  philoaophy — ^Berkley,  afterwards  Bttbep 
of  Cloyne  iu  Irvlaud,  surpassed  all  his  contemporaries  in  subtlety  and  varietT  in 
metaphysical  argiunents,  as  well  as  in  the  art  of  deduction — lora  Botingbroce^i 
talents  as  a  metaphysician  have  been  questioned  since  his  posthumous  «oriu 
appeared — great  progress  was  made  in  mathematics  and  astronomy,  by  WsUii* 
Hfuley,  and  FlanisteaflP-the  art  of  medicine  owed  some  valuable  improvemcatsfi 
the  classical  Dr.  Friend,  and  the  elegant  Dr.  Mead.    Among  the  poets  of  diis  sn 
wc  number  John  Phillips,  author  of  a  didactic  poem,  called  Dyder,  a  perfbrmaoee 
of  real  merit ;  he  lived  and  died  in  obscurity — WiUiemCongireve,  celebrated  iot 
his  comedies,  which  are  not  so  famous  for  strength  of  character  and  power  of 
humour^  as  for  m  it,  deg^anoe,  and  regularity — ^Vnnborgh,  who  wrote  with  nore 
natureand  fire,  though  witlifar  less  art  and  precision — Steele,  who  in  his  couicdief 
succcbsfuily  engrafted  raddcm  chat-actefs  on  the  ancient  drama — Farauhsr,  «io 
drew  his  pictures  from  fimey  nther  than  from  nature,  and  whote  chief  mefit 
consists  in  the  agreeable  pertness  and  vivacity  of  his  dialogue — Addison,  vhoie 
fame  as  a  iM>ct  gi'eatly  exceeded  his  genius,  whiclk  waseold  and  enervate;  tkoojk 
he  yielded  to  none  m  the  character  of  an  essayist,  eitlier  for  style  or  nuouri^ 
buitt,  whose  muse  seems  to  have  been  mere  misanUiropy,  he  was  a  cynic  rather 
than  a  poet,  and  his  natorai  dryness  and  saroaslie  severity  would  have  beca 
unpleasing,  had  he  not  ^qualified  them,  by  adopting  the  extravagant  humour  ol 
Luciaii  aiiu  Itabehus — Prior,  lively,  familiar  and  amusing^Kowc,  .aotema,  flon^    1 
and  dedaroator}'.    Pope,  the  prince  of  lyrie  poetry,  unrivalled  in  satire,  cduc%    1 
and  polished  vei'sification — the  agreeable  Pamel--the  wild,  the  witty,  and  the    | 
whimsical  Garth— ^a^,  whose  faUes  may  vie  with  those  of  La  Fontame,  in  aao^ 
humour,  ease,  and  simplicity,  and  whose  genius  for  pastoral  was  truly  origual. 
Dr.  Bentley  stood  foremost  in  the  list  of  critics  and  commentators.  Sb-Chriitopher 
Wren  raised  some  noble  monoments  of  architecture.    The  most  renaftshle  , 
political  writers  were  Pavcmmt,  HarC)  Swift,  Steele,  Addison,  Qoiingbrofce,  «w  1 
Tronchait!.  I 
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I.  George  II.  a$cend»  the  thrcne  of  Great  Britain*  $  H. 
Characters  of  the  principal  persona  concerned  m  the 
ministry*  ^  III.  Debates  in  Pariiament  concerning  the 
civii  Hst*  §  IV.  Changes  and  promotions.  $  V.  Neno 
Parkament.  $  VI.  Violent  dispute  eancerning  the 
national  debt.  $  VIL  VoU  of  creAt.  $  VIII.  A 
dotAle  marriage  between  the  Hoiises  of  Spean  and  Fortu*' 
g-aL  $  IX..  Liieralittf  of  the  Commons.  $  X.  Debates 
an  the  subsidies  of  Hesse  Cosset  and  Wolfenbuttle.  $  XI. 
Committee  for  inspecting  the  gaols.  $  XII.  Address 
touching  the  Spanish  €lepredations.  $  XIII.  A  sum 
voted  to  the  King  on  account  of  arrears  due  on  the  divil 
list*  revenue.  $  XIV.  Proceedings  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  §  XV.  Wise  conduct  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 
$  XVI.  Abdication  of  the  king  of  Sardinia.  Death  ef 
Pope  Benedict  XIII.  $  XVII.  Substance  oftfie  King^s 
speech  to  both  Houses.  $  XVIII.  Objections  to  the 
treaty  of  Seville  in  the  House  of  Lords.  $  XIX.  Oppo- 
sition in  the  Lower  House  to  a  standing  army.  $  XX. 
Bill  prohibiting  loans  to  foreign  princes  or  States. 
$  XXI.  Charter  of  the  East  India  Company  prolonged. 
$  XXII.  The  Emperor  resents  the  treaty  of  Seville. 
$  XXIIL  Seven  Indian  Chkefs  arrive  in  England. 
Revolution  at  Constantinople.  $  XXIV.  England  in- 
fested with  robbers^  assassins^  and  incendiaries.  $  XXV. 
BiU  against  pensioners^  sitting  as  members  in  the  H&Use 
ef  Commons.  $  XXVI.  Treaty  ofTienna.  §  XXVII. 
Death  of  the  Duke  of  Parma.  §  XXVIII.  Don  Carlos 
takes  possession  of  his  territories.  $  XXIX.  France 
distracted  by  religious  disputes.  $  XXX.  The  ministry 
violently  opposed  in  Parliament.  §  XXXI.  Debate  on 
a  standing  army*  $  XXXII.  Account  of  The  Charitable 
Vol.  II.  S  8 
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Corporation*  $  XXXIII.  Revival  of  the  salt  tax* 
§  XXXIV.  Mr*  Pulteney^s  name  struck  out  of  the  list 
of  Privy  Counsellors.  §  XXXV.  The  Kinglets  out  for 
Hanover. 

$  I.  AT  the  accession  of  George  II.  the  nation 
had  great  reason  to  wish  for  an  ^alteration  of  measures. 
The  public  debt,  notwithstanding  the  boasted  economy  and 
management  of  the  ministers ;  notwithstanding  the  sinking 
fund,  which  had  been  extolled  as  a  growing  treasure  sacred 
to  the  discharge  of  national  incumbrances,  was  now  in- 
creased to  fifty  millions  two  hundred  sixty-one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  six  pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  eight-pence 
three  farthings.  The  kingdom  was  bewildered  in  a  labyr- 
inth of  treaties  and  conventions,  by  which  it  stood  engaged 
in  pecuniary  subsidies  to  many  powers  upon  the  continent, 
with  whom  its  real  interests  could  never  be  connected. 
The  wealth  of  the  nation  had  been  lavished  upon  those 
foreign  connexions,  upon  unnecessary  wars,  and  fruidess 
expeditions.  Dangerous  encroachments  had  been  made 
upon  the  constitution,  by  the  repeal  of  the  act  for  triennial 
psrrliaments :  by  frequent  suspensions  of  the  habeas  corpus 
act  upon  frivolous  occasions :  by  repealing  clauses  in  the 
act  of  settlement ;  by  votes  of  credit ;  by  habituating  the 
people  to  a  standing  army ;  and,  above  all,  by  establishing 
a  system*  of  corruption,  which  at  all  times  would  secure  a 
majority  in  parliament.  The  nature  of  prerogative,  by 
which  the  liberties  of  the  nation  had  formerly  been  often 
endangered,  was  now  so  well  understood,  and  so  securely 
restrained,  that  it  could  no  longer  be  used  for  the  same 
oppressive  purposes :  besides  an  avowed  extension  of  the 
prerogative  required  morfc  ability,  courage,  and  resolution, 
than  the  present  ministry  could  exert.  They  understood 
their  own  strength,  and  had  recourse  to  a  more  safe  and 
effectual  expedient.  The  vice,  luxury,  and  prostitution  of 
;'  the  age,  the  almost  total  extinction  of  sentiment,  honour, 
)  and  public  spirit,  had  prepared  the  minds  of  men  for 
\  slavery  and  corruption.  The  means  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  ministry ;  the  public  treasure  was  at  their  devotion : 
they  multiplied  places  and  pensions,  to  increase  the  number 
of  their  dependents ;  they  squandered  away  the  money  of 
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the  nation  without  taste^  discernment,  decency,  or  Yemorse : 
they  enlisted  an  army  of  the  most  abandoned  emiflsaries, 
whom  they  employed  to  vindicate  the  worst  measures,  in 
the  face  of  truth,  common  sense,  and  comtnon  honesty;  and 
they  did  not  fail  to  stigmatise  as  Jacobites,  and  enemies  to 
the  government,  all  those  who  presumed  to  question  the 
merit  of  their  administration.  ^ 

$  II*  The  sujM'eme  direction  of  afiairs  was  not  yet  engross* 
ed  by  a  single  minister^  Lord  Townshend  had  dxe  repu- 
tation of  concluding  the  external  transactions  relating  to 
treaties  and  negotiations.  He  is  said  to  have  understood 
that  province,  though  he  did  not,  always  follow  the  dictates 
of  his  own  understandings  He  possessed  an  extensive  fund 
of  knowledge ;  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  functions 
of  his  oflke.  The  duke  of  N.  his  colleague,  was  not  re-M«^^9^*^- 
markable  for  any  of  these  quatifications :  he  owed  his 
promotion  to  his  uncommon  zeal  for  the  illustrious  house  of  . 
Hanover,  and  to  the  strength  of  his  interest  in  parliament, 
rather  than  to  his  judgment,  precision,  or  any  other  intellect  ^ 

tual  merit.  Lord  C  who  may  be  counted  an  auxiliary,  a^/^^ 
though  not  immediately  concerned  in  the  administration,  had 
distingnished  himself  in  the  character  of  envoy  at  several 
courts  in  Europe.  He  had  attained  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  all  the  different  interests  anal  connexions  subsisting  among 
the  powers  of  the  continent :  and  he  infinitely  surpassed  all 
the  ministers  in  learning  and  capaicity.  He  was,  indeed,  the 
only  man  of  genius  employed  under  this  government.  He 
spoke  with  ease  aud  propriety ;  his  conceptions  were  just 
and  lively :  his  inferences  bold ;  his  counsels  vigorous  and 
warm.  Yet  he  depreciated  his  talents,  by  acting  in  a  sub- 
ordinate character  to  those  whom  he  despised ;  and  seemed 
to  look  upon  the  pernicious  measures  of  a  bad  ministry  with 
silent  contempt,  rather  than  with  avowed  detestation.  The 
interior  government  of  Great  Britain  was  chiefly  managed  '^«-  ^  ' 
by  sir  Robert  W.  a  man  of  extraordinary  talents,  who  bad 
from  low  beginnings  raised  himself  to  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury. Having  obtained  a  seat  in  the  lower  house,  he  decla- 
red himself  one  of  the  most  forward  partisans  of  the  whig 
faction.  He  was  endued  with  a  species  of  eloquence,  which,  * 
though  neither  nervous  nor  eloquent,  flowed  w  ith  great  facility, 
and  was  so  plausible  on  all  subjects,  that  even  when*  he  m|s* 
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yepresented  the  trutb,  irhedicr  ftom  ignonmce  or  detiga,  be 
seldom  f aikd  to  persuade  that  part  of  his  audience  for  whose 
hearing  his  harangue  was  chiefly  intended*  He  was  wdl 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  puUic  funds,  and  under- 
stood the  whole  mystery  of  stockjobbing.  1%]$  knowledge 
produbed  a  connexion  between  him  and  the  money  corpo* 
rations,  which  served  to  enhance  his  importance*  He  per- 
eeived  the  bulk  of  mankind  were  actuated  by  a  sordid  thirst 
f  lucre :  he  had  sagacity  enough  to  convert  the  degeneracy 
;ofjfa^times  to  his  own  advantage :  and  on  this,  and  this 
alone,  he  founded  the  whole  superstructure  of  his  subsequent 
administration*  In  the  late  reign  he  had,  by  dint  of  speak- 
i&g  decisively  to  every  question,  by  boldly  impeaching  the 
conduct  of  die  tory  ministers,  by  his  activity  in  elections, 
and  engaging  as  a  projector  in  the  schemes  of  the  moneyed 
interest,  become  a  leading  member  in  the  house  of  commons. 
By  his  suffsrings  under  the  tory  parliament,  he  attained  the 
rank  of  "martyr  to  his  party :  his  interest,  his  repntatioo, 
and  his  presumption  daily  increased ;  he  opposed  Snnderland 
as  his  rival  in  power,  and  headed  a  dangerous  defection  from 
the  ministry,  which  evinced  the  greatness  of  his  iolhieoce 
and  authority*  He  had  the  glory  of  being  principally  cdD- 
cemed  in  effecting  a  reconciUilric^n  between  the  late  king  and 
the  prince  of  Wales :  then  he  ^as  reassociated  in  the  admin- 
ktratioh  with  additional  credit ;  and,  from  the  death  of  the 
earls  of  Sunderland  and  Stanhope,  he  had  been  making  long 
strides  towards  the  office  of  prime  minister.  He  knew  the 
maxims  he  had  adopted  would  subject  him  to  the  hatred,  the 
ridicule,  and  reproach  of  some  individuals,  who  had  not  yet 
resigned  all  sentiments  of  patriotism,  nor  all  views  of  oppo- 
sition i  but  the  number  of  these  was  inconsiderable,  when 
co|npared  to  that  which  constituted  the  body  of  the  comma- 
nity;  and  he  would  not  suffer  the  consideration  of  such 
antagonists  to  come  in  competition  with  his  schemes  of 
power,  affluence  and  authority*  Nevertheless,  low  as  he  had 
humbled  anti-ministerial  association,  it  required  all  his  arti- 
fice to  elude,  all  his  patience  and  natural  phlegm  to  bear, 
the  powerful  arguments  that  were  urged,  and  the  keen  satire 
that  were  exercised  against  his  measures  and -management, 
by  a  few  members  in  the  opposition*  Sir  William  Wynd- 
haih  possessed  all  the  energy  of  elocution:  Mr*  Shippea 
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was  d^)  intrepid,  shrewd  and  sarcastic:  Mr.  W.  P. *^/i^^^- 
inheirited  from  nature  a  good  understanding,  wBieh  he  . 
had  studiousty  cnltivated.  He  was  one  of  the  most  learn- 
ed members  tn  the  house  of  commons,  extremely  well  quali* 
fied  to  jtldge  of  literary  productions ;  well  read  in  history 
and  politics  ;  deeply  skilled  in  the  British  constitution,  the 
detail  of  government,  and  the  nature  of  die  finances.  He 
spoke  with  freedom,  fluency,  and  uncommon  warmth  of 
dedamation,  which  was  said  to  be  the  effect  of  personal  ani- 
mosity to  sir  R.  W.Awith  whom  he  had  been  formerly 
connected.  ^    : 

$  III.  An  express  arriving  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June, 
widi  an  account  of  the  king's  death,  his  late  majesty  king 
G«orge  li.  repaired  from  Richmond,  where  he  r^eived 
this^  intelligence,  to  Leicester  house ;  and  the  members  of 
the  privy  council  being  assembled,  were  sworn  anew. 
The  king  declared  his  firm  purpose  to  preserve  the  con- 
stitution in  church  and  state,  and  to  cultivate  those 
alliances  which  his  father  had  made  with  foreign  princes. 
At  tKe  same  time^  he  took  and  subscribed  the  oath  for  the 
security  of  the  church  of  Scodand,  as  required  by  the  act 
of  vmion*  Next  day  he  was  proclaimed  king  of  Great 
Britain.  The  parliament  assembled  in  pursuance  of  the 
act*made  for  that  purpose;  btft  was  immediately  prorogued 
by  commission  to  the  twent}'*seventh  day  of  the  month. 
AH  the  great  officers  of  state  continued  in  their  places :  sir 
Robert  Walpole  kept  possession  of  the  treasury ;  and  the 
system  of  politics  which  the  late  king  had  established,  . 
underwent  no  sort  of  alteration.  The  king,  in  his  speech 
to  both  houses  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  professed  a 
fixed  resolution  to  merit  the  love  and  affection  of  his 
people,  by  maintaining  them  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
religious  and  civil  rights.  He  promised  to  lessen  the 
public  expense  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  affairs 
would  permit :  he  observed  to  the  commons,  that  the  grant 
of  the  greatest  part  of  the  cifVil  list  revenues  was  now 
determined ;  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to 
make  a  new  provision  for  the  support  of  him  and  his 
family :  lastly,  he  recommended  it  to  both  houses  to  des- 
patch the  business  that  should  be  necessarily  brought 
before  them,  as  the  season  of  the  year  and  the  circum- 
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stances  of  time  reqatred-  their  presence  in  the  country. 
Addresses  of  condolence  and  congratulation  being  drawn 
up  and  presented,  the  commons,  Jn  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  took  into  consideration  a  motion  for  a  supjdy 
to  his  majesty.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  having  observed,  that 
the  annual  sum  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  granted 
to,  and  settled  on  the  late  king,  had  fallen  short  eveiy 
year;  and  that  his  present  majesty's  expenses  were  likely 
to  increase,  by  reason  of  the  largeness  of  his  family, 
moved,  that  the  entire  revenues  of  the  civil  list,  which 
produced  about  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  anmun, 
should  be  settled  on  the  king  during  his  life*  Mr.  Ship- 
pen  opposed  this  motion,  as  huconsistent  with  the  trust 
reposed  in  them  as  representatives  of  the  people^  who 
ought  to  be  very  frugal  in  exercising  the  right  of  giving 
away  the  public  money.  He  said,  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  thousand  pounds  was  not  obtained  for  hia  late 
majesty  without  a  long  and  solemn  debate;  and  eveiy 
mfember  who  contended  for  it  at  that  time,. allowed  it  to 
be  an  ample  royal  revenue:  that,  although  his  majesty's 
family  should  be  enlarged,  a  circumstance  which  had  been 
urged  as  one  reason  for  the  motion,  he  presumed  the 
appointments  of  prince  Frederick  would  be  much  inferior 
to  those  settled  on  his  present  majesty  when  he  was  prince 
of  "V^ales :  besides,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  many  personal, 
many  particular  expenses  in  the  late  reign,  especially  those 
for  frequent  journeys  to  Hanover,  would  be  discontinued, 
and  entirely  cease.  He  observed,  that  the  civil  list  branch* 
es  in  the  queen's  reign  did  not  often  exceed  the  ^um  of  five 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds :  nevertheless,  she  called 
upon  her  parliament  but  once,  in  a  mga  of  thirteen  years, 
to  pay  the  debts  contracted  in  her  eivil  government;  and 
these  were  occasioned  by  the  unparalleled  instances  of  her 
piety  and  generosity.  She  gave  the  first  fruits  and  tenths, 
arising  to  nineteen  thousand  pounds  a  year,  as  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  mailVtenance  of  the  poor  clergy.  She  bestowed 
five  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  the  postoffice,  on 
the  duke  of  Marlborough:  she  suffered  seven  hundred 
pounds  to  be  charged  weekly  on  the  same  office,  for  the 
service  of  the  public :  she  expended  several  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  in  building  the  castle  of  Blenheim,  she  allow** 
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ed  four  thousand  potmds  annually  to  j>rinc»  Charles  of . 
Denaaaric :  she  sustained  great  losses  by  thc^  tin  contract : 
she  supported  the  poor  palatines :  she  exhibited  many  other 
proofs  of  roy^  bounty :  and  immediately  before  her  death 
she  had  formed  a  plan  of  retrenchment,  which  would  have 
reduced  her  yearly  expenses  to  four  hundred  and  fifty^nine 
thcHisand  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds.  He  affirm- 
ed, that  a  million  a  year  would  not  be  sufficient  to  carry  on 
the  exorbitant  expenses,  so  o£ten  and  so  justly  complained 
of  in  the  house  of  commons ;  that  over  and  above  the  yearly 
allowance  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds,  many  occa- 
sional taxes,  many  excessive  sums  were  raised,  and  all  simk 
in  die  bottomless  gulf  of  secret  service*  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds  were  raised  in  defiance  of  the  antient 
parliamentary  methods,  to  secure  the  kingdom  from  a  Swe- 
diah  invasion :  then  the  two  insurance  offices  were  erected, 
and  paid  near  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  their 
charters :  our  enmity  with  Sweden  being  changed  into 
alliance,  a  subsidy  of  seventy-two  thousand  pounds  was 
implicitly  granted,  to  fulfil  some  secret  engagement  with 
that  crown :  four-and-twenty  thousand  pounds  were  given 
for  burning  merchant  ships  arrived  from  infected  places, 
though  the  goods,  which  ought  to  have  been  destroyed  for' 
the  public  safety,  were  afterwards  privately  sold ;  a  sum  of 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds  was  demanded,  and  granted, 
for  paying  the  debts  of  the  civil  list;  and  his  majesty  decla- 
red, by  message,  he  was  resolved  to  retrench  his  expenses 
for  the  future.  Notwithstanding  this  resolution,  in  less 
than  four  years,  a  new  demand  of  the  like  sum  was  made 
and  granted,  to  discharge  new  incumbrances :  the  Spanish 
ships  of  war  which  admiral  Byng  took  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean^ were  sold  for  a  considerable  sum  of/  money :  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  were  granted  in 
the  last  session,  to  be  secredy  disposed  of  for  the  public 
utility;  and  there  was  still  a  debt  in  the  civil  government, 
amounting  to  .above  six  hundred  thousand  pounds*  He 
took  notice,  that  this  amazing  extravagance  happened 
under  the  conduct  of  persons  pretending  to  surpass  all 
their  predecessors  in  the  knowledge  and  care  of  the  public 
revenue :  that  as  none  of  these  sums  had  been  accounted 
for,  they  were,  in  all  probability,  employed  in  services  not 
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fit  to  be  owned.  He  8aid»  he  heartily  wished  that  time, 
the  greater  discoverer  of  hidden  truths^  and  concealed  ini* 
quiries,  might  produce  a  list  of  all  stich  as  had  been  penrerted 
from  their  public  duty  by  private  penuons :  who  had  been 
the  hired  staves  and  the  corrupt  instruments  of  a  profuse 
and  vainglorious  administration.  He  proposed,  that  instead 
of  granting  an  addition  to  the  civil  list,  they  should  restrict 
that  revenue  to  a  certain  sum,  by  concluding  the  question 
with  these  words,  ^  in  lilce  manner  as  they  were  granted 
^  and  continued  to  his  late  majesty,  so  as  to  make  up  the 
^^  clear  yearly  sum  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds." 
Td  these  particulars,  which  were  indeed  unanswerable,  no 
reply  was  made.  Even  this  mark  of  decency  was  hud 
aside  as  idle  and  superfluous.  The  house  agreed  to  the 
motion  ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  better  support  of 
his  majesty's  household.  The  commons  having  received  a 
message  from  the  king,  desiring  they  would  make  a  finther 
provision  for  the  queen  his  consort,  resolved.  That  m  ease 
she  diould  survive  his  majesty,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  ishould  be  settled  upon  her  for  life,  chaig- 
ed  upon  the  revenues  of  the  civil  Ikt,  together  with  his 
majesty's  palace  of  Somerset  house,  and  Richmond  Old- 
park.  A  bill  was  formed  on  this  resolution,  which,  ss 
well  as  the  other,  passed  both  houses;  and' received  the 
royal  assent  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  July,  when  the  kiag, 
in  a  speech  to  both  houses,  expressed  his  satisfaction  widi 
their  conduct;  and  congratulated  them  upon  the  wealth  and 
glory  of  the  .  nation,  by  which  they  bad  acquired  such 
weight  in  holding  the  balance  of  Europe.  Then  the  lord 
chancellor  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  twen^-ninth 
day  of  August;  but  on  the  seventh  of  that  month  a  pro- 
clamation was  issued  for  dissolving  this,  and  convoking 
another. 

$  IV.  In  the  interim  some  changes  were  made  in  dif- 
ferent departments  of  civil  economy.  Lord  viscount  Tor- 
rington  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty :  the  earl 
of  Westmoreland  was  appointed  first  lord  commissioner  of 
trade  and  plantations.  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  earl  of 
Chesterfield,  a  nobleman  remarkable  for  his  wit,  eloquence, 
and  polished  manners,  was  nominated  ambassador  to  the 
Hague.     The  privy  council  being  dissolved,  another  was 
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appealed  ef  the  members  then  present.  The  duke  of 
Devonshhre  was  dignified  with  the  place  of  president ;  and 
the  duke  of  St.  Alban^s  was  appointed  master  of  the  horse. 
On  the  eleventh  day  of  October  the  coronation  of  the  king 
and  queen  wAs  performed  at- Westminster  abbey,  with  the 
usual  solemnity.*  By  this  time  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain  were  perfectly  reconciled :  alt  Europe  was  freed  from 
the  calamities  ot  wari  and  the  peace  of  Great  Britain  suf* 
fered  no  interruption,,  except  from  some  transient  tumulls 
annong  the  tinners  of  Cornwall,  who  being  provoked  by  a 
scarcity  of  com,  rose  in  arms  and  plundered  the  granaries 
of  that  county. 

§  V.  The  elections  in  England  and  Scotland  for  the 
parliament  having  succeeded  on  the  new  system,  according 
to  the  wishes  of  the  ministry,  the  two  houses  met  on  the 
€wenty*third  day  of  January,  when  the  commons  unani* 
mously  chose  for  their  speaker  Arthur  Onslow,  esquire^ 
knight  of  the  shire  for  Surrey,  a  gentleman  of  extensive 
knowledge,  worth,  and  probity;  grave,  eloquent,  venerable^ 
and  every  way  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  that  honoura- 
ble and  important  office.  The  king,  in  his  speech  to  this 
new  parliament,  declared,  that  by  the  last  advices  from 
abroad,  he  had  reason  to  hope  the  difficulues  which  had 
hitherto  retarded  the  execution  of  the  preliminaries,  and 
tho  opening  of  the  congress,  would  soon  be  entirely  remo« 
ved :  in  the  mean  time,  he  represented  the  absolute  neces* 
sity  of  continuing  the  preparation  which  had  hitherto 
secured  the  nation,  and  prevented  an  open  rupture  in 
Europe.  '  He  promised,  that  his  first  care  should  b^  to 
reduce,  from  tim^  to  time,  the  expense  of  the  public,  as 
ofteoi  and  as  soon  as  the  interest  and  safety  of  his  people 
would  permit  such  reduction.  He  expressed  an  earneift 
dbiire  of  seeing  the  foundation  laid  of  an  effectual  scheme 
for  the  increase  and  encouragement  of  seamen  in  general, 
that  they  might  be  invited  rather  than  compelled  into  the 

a  King  Geot-ge  II.  ascended  the  throne  ia  the  forty -fourtli  year  of  his  agel 
Ori  the  !ieomid  day  of  September,  1705,  he  es^iiseil  the  princess  WUhelmma 
Chariotte  Caroline,  daaghter  to  John  Fre<lcnok,  mar^ais  of  Brandenburgb 
Atuipach,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Frederick  Lewis,  pnnce  of  Wales,  bom  at 
Itftnorer,  Ik  the  tfairty-fint  day  of  January,  1707,  and  William  Auguatoa,  bora* 
at  LAB/ion,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  1 7t2!.  She  had  likewise  borne  four 
jarinecsses,  namely,  Auuc,  Amelia,  Carolina,  Mary,  and  vrm  afterwanN  dctirered 
«i*  Louisa,  marne^  in  the  sequel  to  the  king  of  Denmark. 

Vor.  II.  T  t 
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service  of  tlieir  country.  FinaUyi  he  recotnmended  unan- 
imity,  zeal,  and  despatch  of  the  public  business.  Those 
speeches,  penned  by  the  minister,  were  coo^posed  widi  s 
view  to  soothe  the  mind^  of  the  people  into  an  i«iiiiediate 
concurrence  witli  the  measures  of  the  government;  but 
without  any  intention  of  performing  those  promises  of 
econolny,  reformation,  and  national  advantage.  The  two 
houses  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  expreasioiis  of 
applause  and  affection  to  his  majesty.  The  lords,  in  their 
address.,  hailed  him  as  the  best  of  kings,  and  true  father  of 
his  country.  The,  commons  expressed  the  warmest  sense 
of  gratitude  for  the  blessings  they  enjoyed  in  his  reign, 
though  it  was  not  yet  eight  months  ok!.  They  approved 
of  all  his  transactions ;  promised  to  support  hira  in  all  his 
undertakings;  and  declared  they  would  cheerfully  grant 
whatever  supplies  should  be  wanted  for  the  public  service. 
Having  considered  the  estimates  which  were  laid  before 
them  by  order  of  his  majesty,  they  voted  two«and-twenty 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  men  for  guards  and 
'  garrisons ;  and  fifteen  thousand  seamen  for  the  service  of 
the  ensuing  x^^^^*  They  granted. two  hundred  and  thirty- 
thousand  ninp  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds,  for  the 
maintenance  of  twelve  thousand  Hessian  troops  ;  a  subsidy 
of  fifty  thousand  pounds  to  the  king  of-  Sweden ;  and  half 
that  sum  to  the  duke  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttel.**  The 
expense  of  the  year  amounted  to  four  millions,  raised  by  a 
land  tax  of  three  shillings  in  the  pound,  a  malt  tax,  and  by- 
borrowing  of  the  bank  one  million  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds,  for  which  annuities  to  the  amount  of 
seventy  thousand  pounds,  to  be  raised  by  duties  on  coals 
imported  in  the  city  of  London,  were  granted  to  that 
corporation. 

§  VI.  All  these  sums,  however,  were  not  granted  without 
question.  The  number  of  land  forces  occasioned  a  debate ; 
and  the  Hessian  auxiliaries  were  not  allowed  without  dispute 
and  opposition.  When  they  deliberated  on  the  loan  of  the 
'bank,  Mr.  W.  Pulteney  observed,  that  the  shifting  of  funds 

«  b  Nolhing:  couW  he  a  j^cator  Ltirles(jue  iiprm  negotiation  tliRn  this  trctty  o\ 
/MpAiice  ooucUuleil  \vith  the  i»etty  duke  of  WoHenbatlcl,  vho  very  gravely  Runfim- 
tees  to  his  Bntaaiiic  iiuijehly  the  ^KoKcfcaion  of  his  thrt'c  kingdoina,  and  oblige* 
bimsclf  to  suppK-  his  luajesiv  v.itb  ii\i'  thoii^iird  men,  in  considcnUion  ot' aa 
aanuul  subsidy  of  fivc-aDd-lwcnty  tkoi»£>aud  pounds  for  four  yexrH. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIQ 


mT*  '  '  GEORGE  n.  331 

wa».  but  perpetuating  taxes,  and  putting  off  the  evil  day : 
that  notwithstanding  the  great  merit,  which  some  persons 
had  built  on  the  sinking  fund,  it  appeared  that  the  national 
debt  had  been  increased  since  the  setting  up  that  pompous 
project.  Some  warm  altercation  passed  between  him  and 
sir  Robert  Walpolc  on  this  subject.  The  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common  council  of  London,  presented  a  peti- 
tion, setting  forth,  that  the  duties  already  laid  upon  coals  and 
cttlm,  imported  into  London,  affected  the  trade  of  that  city 
only ;  that  the  inequality  of  the  burden  was  a  great  discour- 
agement to  their  manufactures,  and  a  hardship  upon  all  the 
trading  inhabitants.  The  petition  was  rejected,  and  the  tax 
imposed.  The  house  having  addressed  the  king  for  a  par- 
ticular and  distinct  account  of  the  distribution  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  charged  to  have  been  issued 
for  securing  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom,  and 
preserving  and  restoring  the  peace  of  Europe,  he  declined 
granting  their  request,  but  signified  in  general,  that  part  of 
the  money  had  been  issued  and  disbursed  by  his  late  majes- 
ty^ aad  the  remainder  by  himself,  for  carrying  on  the  same 
necessary'  services,  which  required  the  greatest  secresy. 
Sach  ft  message  in  the  reign  of  king  William  would  have 
raised  a  dangerous  flame  in  the  house  of  commons.  Mr. 
W.  Ptiheney  inveighed  against  such  a  vague  and  general 
way  of  accounting  for  the  public  money,  as  tending  to  ren- 
der parliaments  altogether  insignificant,  to  cover  embezzle- 
ments, and  to  screen  "corrupt  and  rapacious  ministers.* 
HHie  commons  having  taken  into  consideration  the  state  of 
the*  national  debt,  examined  the  accounts,  and  inter- 
rogated the  proper  officers.  A  motion  was  made  by  a 
coiirt  member,  that  it  appeared  the  moneys  already  issued 
and  applied  towards  discharging  the  national  debts,  together 
with  a  sum  to  be  issued  at  -lady  day,  amounted  to  six 
millions  six  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty  two  pounds^  five  shillings,  one  penny,  one 
CBrtktng.  In  vain  did  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  expose 
the  fallacious  tendency  of  this  motion.  In  vain  did  they 
deavonstrate  the  fraudulent  artifice  used  in  drawing  up  the 
accounts :  the  motion  was  carried ;  and  several  resolutions 

•  An.  ircs. 
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were  taken  on  the  sUte  of  the  national  debts.  In  |he 
particular  account  of  these  debts,  upon  which  the  hous^ 
resolved  to.  form  a  representation  to  his  majesty,  an  article 
of  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  relating  to  the  duty  upoa 
wrought  plate  was  totally  omitted.  This  extraordinary 
omission  bebg  discovered,  gave  rise  to  a  very  warm  debate, 
and  to  very  severe  reflections  against  those  who  superb- 
tended  the  public  accounts.  This  error  being  rectified,  a 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  drew  up  the  repre- 
sentations, containing  a  particular  detail  of  the  national 
debts  discharged  and  incurred  since  the  twaity^fifth  day 
of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aad 
sixteen,  with  a  sute  of  the  sinking  fund  and  of  the  public 
credit,  '  The  draft,  being  approved  by  the  house,  was  pre* 
sented  to  the  king,  who  received  it  graciously.  He  took 
this  opportunity  of  saying,  that  the  provision  made  for 
gradually  discharging  the  national  debt  was  now  become  so 
certain  and  considerable,  that  nothing  but  some  unfonsseea 
event  could  alter  or  diminish  it :  a  circumstance  that  afford- 
ed the  fi^irest  prospect  of  seeing  the  eld  debts  discharged 
without  any  necessity  of  incurring  new  inoumbradces* 

$  VII.  This  answer,  fraught  with  many  other  expfes- 
fiions  of  fatherly  tenderness  for  his  people,  paved  th^  way 
for  a  message  to  the  house,  demanding  a  vote  of  credit  to 
ful&l  certain  engagements  entered  into,  and  concerted,  with 
the  advice  and  concurrence  of  the  last  parliament,  for  secu- 
ring the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  res- 
toring and  preserving  the  peace  of  Europe*  Though  '^ 
debate  ensued  upon  this  message,  the  majority  resolved 
that  an  address  should  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  decla- 
ring the  duty  and  fidelity  of  the  commons,  their,  entire 
confidence  in  his  royal  care  and  goodness,  and  their  readi* 
ness  to  enable  his  majesty  to  fulfil  his  engagements.  A 
vote  of  credit  passed  accordingly*  During  thia  scauos, 
the  peers  were  chiefly  employed  in  examining  copies  of 
several  treajties  and  alliances  which  the  king  submitted  to 
their  perusal :  they  likewise  prepared  a  bill  for  amendiog 
the  statute  of  limitation,  which,  however,  did  not  pass  into 
a  law:  they  considered  the  state  of  the  national  debt, a 
subject  fruitful  of  debates;  they  passed  the  mutiny  bill, 
and  those  that  were  sent  up  from  the  commons,  touching 
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th«  sDppKtfl ;  together  wkh  an  ai;t,  obfiging  MpB  ftrrivJBg 
from  ittfact«d  places  to  perform  quarantine  $  and  aomn 
others  of  a  more  private  nature.  These  bilk  having  re- 
ceived  the  royal  asaentf  the  king  closed  the  session  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  when  he  thanked  the  commopa 
for  (he  effectual  supplies  diey  had  noised,  and  in  particular, 
for  having  empowered  him  to  borrow  five  hundred  thou- 
land  pounds  for  the  discharge  of  wages  due  to  the  seamen 
employed  in  the  navy. 

$  VIII.  England  was  at  this  period  quite  barren  of 
remarkable  events.  The  king's  uncle,  £mest  Augustus^i 
prince  of  Brunswick,  duke  of  York,  and  bishop  of  Osnabruck, 
died  on  the  third  day  of  August,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
bishoprick  by  the  elector  of  Cologn,  according  to  the  pac- 
tum by  which  Osnabruck  is  alternately  possessed  by  the 
house  of  Brunswick  and  that  elector.  In  the  beginning  of 
December,  his  nuijesty*s  eldest  son  prince  Frederick  arrived 
in  England  from  Hanover,  where  he  had  hitherto  resided, 
was  introduced  into  the  privy  council,  and  created  prince  of 
Wales.  Signior  Como,  resident  from  the  duke  of  Parma, 
was  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom,  because  his  master  paid 
to  the  pretender  the  honours  due  to  the  king  of  Great  Bri*. 
tain.  The  congress  opened  at  Soissons,  for  determining  all 
disputes  among  the  powers  of  £un>pe,  proved  ineffectual. 
Such  dificulties  occured  in  settling  and  reconciling  so  many 
different  pretensions  and  interests,  that  the  contracting  par- 
ties in  the  alliance  of  Hanover  proposed  a  provisional 
iresty,  concerning  which  no  definitive  answer  was  given  as 
yet  by  the  courts  pf  Vienna  and  Madrid.  The  faie  of  Eu- 
rope, therefore,  continued  in  suspense:  the  English  fleet 
lay  inactive  and  rotting  in  the  West  Indies:  .the  sailors 
perishing  miserably,  without  daring  to  avenge  their  coun- 
try's wrongs ;  while  the  Spanish  cruisers  committed  depre- 
dations with  impunity  on  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain. 
The  court  of  Spain,  at  this  jnnture,  seemed  cold  and  indif- 
ferent with  regard  to  a  pacification  with  England.  It  had 
ceaewed  a  good  understanding  with  France,  and  now 
stiengthened  its  interest  by  a  double  alliance  of  marriage 
with  the  royal  family  of  Portugal.  The  infanta  of  this  house 
was  betrothed  to  the  prince  of  Austurias ;  while  the  Spanish 
laCsnta,  formerly  affianced  to  the  French  king,  was  now 
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matched  with  the  |irince  of  Bra^l,  eldest  son  of  his  Portu- 
guese tnajesty.  In  the  month  of  January,  the  two  ^urts 
met  in  a  wooden  house  built  over  the  little  river  Coya,  that 
separates  the  two  kingdoms,  and  there  the  princesses  were 
exchanged. 

§  IX.  The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  meeting  accord- 
ing to  their  last  prorogation  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 
January,  the  king  in  his  speech  commnnicated  the  nature  of 
the  negotiation  at  the  congress.  He  demanded  such  sup- 
plies as  might  enable  him  to  act  vigorously  in  concert  with 
his  allies,  provided  his  endeavours  to  establish  an  advantage- 
ous peace  should  miscarry ;  and  he  hinted  that  the  dilatory 
conduct  of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  proceeded  in  a 
great  measure  from  the  hopes  that  were  given  of  creating 
discontents  and  divisions  among  the  subjects  of  Great  Bri-. 
tain.  This  suggestion  was  a  ministeral  artifice  to  inflame 
the  zeal  and  resentment  of  the  nation,  and  intimidate  the 
members  in  the  opposition.  Accordingly  ^e  hint  was  pur- 
sued, and  in  the  address  from  both  houses,  that  could  not 
fail  of  being  agreeable,  considering  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  dictated,  particular  notice  was  taken  of  this  arti- 
cle: both  peers  and  commons  expressed  their  detcstatioa 
and  abhorrence  of  those,  who,  by  such  base  and  unnatural 
artifices,  suggested  the  means  ^of  distressing  their  countr)', ' 
and  clamoured  at  the  inconveniencies  which  they  them- 
selves had  occasioned.  In  these  addresses,  Kkewise,  the 
parliament  congratulated  his  majesty  on  the  arrival  of  the 
prince  of  Wales  in  his  British  dominions ;  and  th^e  com- 
mons sent  a  particular  compliment  to  hia^oyal  highness  on 
that  occasion.  The  estimates  having  been  examined  in  the 
usual  form,  the  house  voted  fifteen  thousand  seamen  for  the 
ensuing  year ;  but  the  motion  for  continuing  the  same  num- 
ber of  land  forces  which  had  been  allowed  in  the  preceding 
year,  was  not  carried -without  dispute.  All  the  arguments 
against  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace?  as  inconsistent 
with  the  British  constitution,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  were  repeated  with  great  vivacity  by  Mr. 
Shippen  and  Mr.  W.  Pulteney.  These,  however,  were 
answered,  and  represented  as  absurd,  by  Mr.  Horatio  Wal- 
UdJt^  pole  and  Mr.  D.  two  staunch  adherents  of  the  minister. 
The  first  had,  in  despite  of  nature,*  been  employed  in  dif- 
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ferient  negotiations :  he  was  Uant,  aukward  and  slovenly : 
an  orator  without  eloquence,  an  ambassador  without  dig*^ 
nity^  and  a  plenipotentiary  without  address.  The  other  had 
natural  parts  and  acq|Uired  knowledge ;  spoke  with  con&- 
dence ;  and  in  dispute  was  vain,  sarcaatic,  petulant^  and 
verbose* 

§  X.  The  subsidies  to  Sweden,  Hesse  Cassel,  and  Wol« 
fenbuttel  were  continued,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances 
of  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Lutwyche,  and  Mr.  Pulteney: 
which  last  observed,  that  as  the  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel, 
and  the  duke  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttel,  usually  maintained 
a  certain  number  of  troops  in  their  pay,  it  was  but  reasona- 
ble that  Great  Britain  should  defray  no  more  than  the 
expense  of  the  additional  forces  which  those  powers  had 
raised,  in  consequence  of  their  conventions  with  the  king 
of  England.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  perceiving  that  this  remark 
made  an  impression  on  the  house,  thought  it  necessary  to 
vindicate  his  measure.  He  expatiated  upon  the  wisdom  of 
the  late  king»  in  concluding  the  Hanover  alliance.  He 
affirmed,  that  the  convention  with  Hesse  Cassel  had  pre- 
vented a  war  in  the  empire,  for  which  the  court  of  Vienna 
had  made  great  preparations :  that  the  emperor  had  not 
only  augmented  his  own  forces  by  the  help  of  Spanish  sub<- 
sidles,  but  also  retained  the  troops  of  three  electors ;  and 
if  he  had  not  been  overawed  by  the  Hessians,  would  cer- 
tainly have  rejected  the  preliminaries,  and  all  other  advan- 
oes.  towards  a -pacification  :  that,  therefore,  they  ought  not 
to  grudge  an  expense  which  had  already  proved  so  benefi- 
cial to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  replied, 
that  whatever  gloss  might  be  put  upon  such  measures,  they 
were  repugnant  to  the  maxims  by  which  England  in  former 
times  liad  steered  and  squared  its  conduct  with  relation  to 
its  interest  abroad :  that  the  navy  was  the  natural  strength 
of  Great  Britain-^its  best  defence  and  security :  but  if,  in 
order  to  avoid  a  ^war,  they  should  be  so  free  hearted  as  to 
buy  and  maintain  the  forces  of  foreign  princes,  they  were 
never  like  to  see  an  end  of  such  extravagant  expensc^s. 
This  gentleman,  who  exercised  the  office  of  master  of  the 
rolls,  had  approved  himself  a  zealous  defender  of  whig 
priaciples^  was  an  able  lawyer,  -a  sensible  speaker,  and  a 
conscientious  patriot.     The  supplies  were  raised  by  a  con- 
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tinuation  of  the  land  l!ax,  tlie  daties  upon  malt,  dder,  and 
perry,  an  additional  imposition  on  unmalted  com  used  in 
distilling,  and  by  sale  of  annuities  to  the  bank  not  exceed- 
ing fifty  thousand  pounds  per  annum. 

$  XI.  Petitions  were  delivered  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons from  the  merchants  of  London,  Liverpool,  and  Bris- 
tol, complaining  of  the  interruptions  they  had  suffered  io 
their  trade  for  several  years,  by  the  depredations  of  thf 
Spaniards  in  the  West  Indies.     These  being  consideredt 
the  house  ordered  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  produce  the 
other  memorials  of  the  same  kind  which  they  had  received, 
that  they  might  be  laid  before  the  congress  at  Soissons; 
then  they  addressed  his  majesty  for  copies  of  all  the  letters 
and  instructions  which  had  been  sent  to  admiral  Hosier, 
and  those  who  succeeded  him  in  the  command  of  the  West 
India  squadron.      Mr.  Oglethorpe  having  been  informed  of 
shocking  cruelties,  and  oppressions    exercised  by  gaolen 
upon  thtrir  prisoners,  moved  for  an  examination  into  these 
pi*actices,  and  was  chosen  chairman  of  a  committee  aj^inted 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  gaols  of  the  kingdom.  They 
began  with  the  Fleet  prison,  which  they  visited  in  a  body: 
there  they  found  sir  William  Rich,  baronet,  loaded  with 
irons,  by  order  of  Bambridge  the  warden,  to  whom  he  had 
given  some  slight  cause  of  offence.  They  made  a  discovery 
of  many  inhuman  barbarities,  which  had  been  committed 
by  that  ruffian,  and  detected  the  most  iniquitous  scenes  of 
fraud,  villany,  and  extortion.   When  the  report  was  made 
by  the   committee,  the  house  unanimously  resolved,  that 
Thomas  Bambridge,  acting  warden  of  the  Fleet,  had  wil- 
fully permitted  several  debtors  to  escape ;  had  been  guilty 
of  the  most  notorious  breaches  of  trust,    great  extortions, 
and  the  highest  crimes  and  misdemeanors  in  the  execution 
of  his  office ;  that  he  had  arbitrarily  and  unlawfully  loaded 
with  irons,  put  into  dungeons,  and  destroyed  prisoners  for 
debt,  under  his  charge,  treating  them  in  the  most  barbarous 
and  cruel  manner,  in  high  violation  and  contempt  of  the 
laws  of  the   kingdom.    John   Huggins,  esquire,  who  had 
been  warden  of  the  Fleet  prison,  was  subjected  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  same  nature.     The  house  presented  an  address 
to  the  king,  desiring  he  would  direct  his  attorney  general 
forthwith  to  pro8(;cute  these  persons  and  their  accomplicesi 
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^o  were  comimtted  pmonen  to  Newgate.  A  bill  was 
broo^t  in,  disabling  Bambridge  to  execute  the  office  of 
warden ;  another  for  the  better  regoladng  the  prison  of  the 
Fleet:  and  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  and  punishing 
stfhkiaiy  and  illegal  practices  of  the  warden  of  the  said  prison*® 
$  XIL  Other  merchants  complained  by  petition  of  the 
bsses  sustained  by  the  Spaniards.  The  house,  in  a  grand 
committee,  delibmited  on  this  subject,  inquired  into  the 
particulars,  examined  evidence,  and  drew  up  an  address  to 
the  king,  desiring  his  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  use  his  .utmost  endeavours  for  preventing  such  depreda- 
tions; for  procuring  just  and  reasonable  satisfaction;  and 
for  securing  to  his  subjects  the  free  exercise  of  commerce 
and  navigation  to  and  from  the  British  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica. Hie  king  assured  them  he  would  use  his  best  endeav« 
ours  to  answer  the  desires  and  expectations  of  his  people^ 
in  an  affiiir  of  so  much  importance ;  and  they,  in  another 
address,  thanked  him  for  hb  gracious  answer.  They  did 
sot,  however,  receive  such  a  satisfactory  reply  to  a  former 
address,  touching  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  that  had 
been  stated  in  the  public  account,  without  specification  of  the 
particular  uses  to  which  it  was  applied*  His  majesty  gave 
diem  to  understand  that  the  money  had  been  issued  and 
disbursed  for  secret  services;  and  that  a  distinct  and  par^- 
ticular  account  of  the  distribution  of  it  could  not  be  given 
without  a  manifest  prejudice  to  the  public*  A  bill  was  pre- 
pared for  the  more  effectual  preventing  bribery  and  ccHTUp- 
tion  in  elections  for  members  of  parliament;  and  it  passed 
through  the  house  without  opposition :  but  their  attention 
was  chiefly  employed  upon  the  Spanish  depredations,  which 
had  nused  a  great  clamour  through  the  whole  kiugdom, 
and  e3u:ited  very  warm  disputes  in  parliament;  for 'they 
were  generally  reputed  the  fruita  of  negligence,  incapacity, 
or  want  of  vigour  in  the  ministers*  The  commons  having 
made  further  progress  in  the  inquiry,  and  received  fresh 
petitions  from  the  merchants,  passed  some  resolutions,  in 
which  the  Spaniards  were  accused  of  having  violated  the 
treaties  subsisting  between   the    two   crowns;    and  with 

c  It  afterwards  ai>peared  that  lonie  of  the  menibers  of  this  ipquest  were 
actoated  by  other  motives  than  thote  they  professed  ;  and  the  oomipittee  was  sof- 
fotdlDMiiiitoobUTiOD. 

Vol.  II.  U  u 
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haTidg  treated  tnhvBlMlf  die  naaterfc  and  crvws  off  shifB 
bcloDgiag  to  Great  Bntain*  They  jutlifisd  dte  iMtnictioatf 
given  to  admirsd  Hosier^  to  seize  and  detain  tba  flota  and 
ipdleotts  of  SpatOf  tmtii  justice  aiid  saliafactiott  abouU  M 
tendered  lo  his  m^estjr  and  Us  allies  i  tey,  eVen  declared 
that  such  seizure  would  have  been  just,  ptudeat,  and  ne- 
iessary,  tending  to  prevent  an  open  rapture,  and  to  pfcscrv^ 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  £urope.  They  again  address* 
cd  the  king  to  use  bis  endeavours  to  procure  satisfiictioai 
tod  he  promised  to  comply  widi  their  request 

$  XIII.  Mr*  Scroope,  nembcr  for  Bristol,  mtrved  for 
dn  address  entreathig  his  najesty  to  Order  an  account  of  the 
produce  of  the  civil  list  revenues  for  one  year  to  be  laid  be 
fore  the  house4  The  address  was  presented^  the  acoount 
produced,  and  the  house  in  a  grand  committee^  todk  diis 
affair  into  consideration.  The  courtiers  af&rmed  that  they  fell 
short  of  the  eight  hundred  tboosand  ponnds  settled  upon 
his  majesty :  and  Mr*  Sgroope  proposed  that  dke  snm  of 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  pounds  should  be  grancrd 
tt>  the  king,  on  account  of  those  deEciencies  and  arrears* 
The  motion  was  vigorously  opposed  by  Mr.  Puitesey  and 
other  members.  They  expressed  their  surprise  that  it 
aihould  be  made  so  late  in  tht  sesiio*,  when  no  further 
demahd  of  money  could  be  reasonably  expected  (  and  they 
said  it  was  the  more  extraordinary,  because  it  appeared  ib 
the  former  session,  from  the  examination  of  the  aceoitntB 
then  before  the  bouse,  that  tkt  revenues  of  the  civil  list 
jtroduced  yearly  a  much  greater  suns  than  that  far  which 
they  were  given.  Mr.  Pulteney  aaoved  that  the  accounts 
and  papers  should  be  referred  to  the  exanunatibn  of  a 
select  coihnkittee,  properly  empowered  to  invcstigntB  the 
truth.  The  ministers  opposed  this  motion  i  and  the  ques* 
txon  bemg  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative*  The  majwity 
voted  the  sum  demanded;  and  in  a  bill  for  settling  the 
price  of  imported  com,  they  inserted  die  rcsdotion  far 
granting  to  his  majesty  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  pounds,  on  account  of  arrears  due  <in  the  civil 
list  revenues. 

§  XIV.  The  house  of  lords  having  prepared  a  bill  for 
the  more  eifectual  punishment  of  forgery,  which  was  passed 
into  a  law,  and  ordered  the  judges  to  bring  in  aMthcr  on 
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ditt  import  of  a  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  case 
of  iniprisoiied  debtors,  at  length  ddiberated  upon  the  state 
of  the  nabon,  particularly  die  positive  demands  made  hy 
die  court  of  Spain  for  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  ground* 
ed  in  a  letter  written  bjr  the  late  king  to  his  catholic  ma- 
jetty.  From  a  copy  <^  die  letter  laid  before  the  house,  it 
plainly  appeared  that  king  George  I.  had  consented  to  this 
restitution.  A  motion  being  nsade  for  &  resolution,  im- 
porting, that  for  the  honour  of  his  majest}*,  and  the  prs- 
serFation  and  security  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
kingdom,  effectual  care  should  be  taken  in  the  present 
treaty  that  the  king  of  Spain  should  renounce  all  claim 
and  pretension  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  in  plain  and 
strong  terms  t  a  debate  ensued,  and  the  question  being 
put,  passed  in  the  negative,  though  not  widiout  a  protest* 
llieB  the  majority  resolved,  that  the  house  did  entirely 
rdy  upon  his  majesty,  that  he  would,  £ar  maintaimng  the 
honour  and  securing  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  take  effec-^ 
toal  care  in  the  present  treaty  to  preserve  his  undoubted 
right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca*  When  the  house  examin* 
ed  the  papers  relating  to  the  Spanish  depredations,  many 
severe  reiections  were  littered  against  the  conduct  of  the 
ministry ;  and  the  aaotion  was  made,  to  resolve  that 
Hosier's  expedition  was  an  unreasonable  burden  on  the 
nation :  but  this  too  was  rejected,  and  occasioned  another 
protest*  Nor  did  the  clause  in  the  com  bill,  for  granting 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  pounds  to  his  majesty, 
pass  through  the  house  of  peers  without  warm  opposition. 
Divers  lords  alleged,  that,  instead  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
dvil  list  revenues,  there  was  a  considerable  surplus :  that 
this  was  a  new  grant,  and  a  new  burden  on  the  people : 
that  the  nation  was  loaded,  not  to  complete,  but  to  aug- 
ment the  sum  designed  for  the  civil  list;  and  this  at  a  time 
when  the  public  debts  were  encreased ;  when  the  taxes  were 
heavily  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  country ;  when  the  foreign 
trade  of  Britain,  was  incumbered  and  diminished:  when 
her  manufactures  w^e  decayed,  her  poor  multiplied,  and 
she  was  surrounded  by  many  other  national  calamities. 
They  observed,  that  if  the  produce  of  the  civil  list  revenue 
should  not  amount  to  the  yearly  sum  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  the  deficiency  must  be  made  good  to  hi« 
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majesty  by  the  public ;  whereas  no  provision  was  made,  bf 
which,  if  the  produce  of  these  revenues  should  exceed  that 
sum,  the  surplus  could  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  the  public; 
t?^t,  by  this  precedent,  not  only  real  deficiencies  were  to 
be  made  good,  but  also  supplies  were  to  be  given  for 
arrears  standing  out  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which  should 
come  on  before  the  supplies  could  be  granted,  though  the 
supply  given  to  make  good  arrears  in  one  year  would  cer- 
tainly increase  the  surplusages  iii  another :  that  the  reve- 
nues of  the  civil  list  were  variable  in  their  own  nature : 
and  even  when  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  produce,  there 
might  be  arrears  in  the  receipt:  these  might  be  easily 
increased  by  the  management  of  designing  ministers,  by 
private  directions  to  receivers,  and  by  artful  methods  of 
stating  accounts.  AU  these  arguments,  and  other  objec- 
tions equally  strong  and  plausible,  against  this  unconscion- 
able and  unparliamentary  motion,  served  only  to  evince 
the  triumph  of  the  ministry  over  shame  and  sentiment, 
their  contempt  of  public  spirit,  and  their  defiance  of  the 
national  reproach.*^ 

^  XV.  The  king  had,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
March,^  given  the  royal  assent  to  five  bills ;  and  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  May,  the  same  sanction  was  given  to  thirty 
other  bills,  including  an  act,  enabling  the  queen  to  be  regent 
in  the  kingdom  during  his  majesty's  absence,  witliout  taking 
the  oaths ;  and  another  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors. 
At  the  same  time  two-and- thirty  private  bills  were  passed: 
then  the  king  expressed  his  apprc^tion  of  the  parliament, 
signified  his  intention  to  visit  his  German  dominions,  and 
ordered  the  chancellor  to  prorogue  both  houses.  His  ma- 
jesty having  appointed  the  queen  regent  of  the  realm  set  out 
for  Hanover,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  May,  in  order  to 
remove  a  petty  misunderstanding  which  had  happened 
between  that  electorate  and  the  court  of  Berlin.  Some 
Hanoverian  subjects  had  been  pressed  or  decoyed  into  the 
service  of  Prussia;  and  the  regents  of  Hanover  had  seized 
certain.  Prussian  officers,  byway  of  reprisal.  The  whole 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  at  this  jimcture  enjoyed 

dTfae  fMlerB  that  distinguished  themselves  in  the  opposition  were  BeauCnt* 
StafTord,  Craven,  Fole;^,  Litchfield^  Scandal^  Gower,  Moimjy|oy,  Plymouth,  Bt- 


thurRt,  Northampton,  Coventry,  Oxford,  and  Moitiraer,  'WiDoughby  dc  Broke. 
Boyle,  and  WarDnftOB.  *  An.  1789. 
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uninterrupted  repose ;  and  commerce  continued  to  increase, 
in  spite  of  all  restriction  and  discouragement.  The  people 
of  Ireland  found  themselves  happy  under  the  government  of 
lord  Carteret ;  and  their  parliament,  assembling  in  the  month 
of  September,  approved  themselves  the  fathers  of  their 
countr>%  ^  They  established  funds  for  the  charge  of  their 
nadonal  debt,  and  for  maintaining  the  expense  of  govern- 
ment :  they  enacted  wholesome  laws  for  the  encouragement 
of  manufactures,  trade,  and  agriculture :  and  they  formed  wise 
regulations  in  different  branches  of  civil- economy.  Some 
time  after  this  session,  which  was  conducted  with  so  much 
harmony  and  patriotism,  lord  Carteret  returned  to  £ngland ; 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  duke  of  Dorset  in  the  government 
of  that  kingdom*  In  the  month  of  May,  Charles  lord 
Townshend  resigned  the  seals,  which  were  given  to  colonel 
Stanhope,  now  created  earl  of  Harrington ;  so  that  sir  R.  W. 
now  reigned  without  a  rival,  James  earl  of  Waldegrave 
was  appointed  ambassador  to  the  court  of  France,  which, 
about  that  time,  was  filled  with  joy  by  the  birth  of  a 
Dauphin. 

%  XVI.  In  the  month  of  September,  Victor  Amadeus, 
king  of  Sardinia,  resigned  his  crown  to  his  son  Charles 
Emanuel,  prince  of  Piedmont.  Tlie  father  reserved  to 
himself  a  revenue  of  one  hundred  thousand  pistoles  per 
annum,  retired  to  the  casde  of  Chamberry,  and  espoused 
the  countess  dowager  of  St.  Sebastian,  who  declined  the 
tide  of  queen,  but  assumed  that  of  marchioness  of  Som- 
erive.  Though  the  congress  at  Soissons  proved  abortive, 
conferences  were  begun  at  Seville,  between  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  England,  France,  and  Spain ;  and  a  treaty  was 
concluded  on  the  ninth  day  of  November,  not  only  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  emperor,  but  even  contrary  to  his 
right,  as  established  by  the  quadruple  alliance.  On  this 
subject  he  communicated  an  imperial  commissorial  decree^ 
to  the  states  of  the  empire  assembled  in  the  diet  at  Ratisbon, 
which  was  answered  by  the  French  minister  de  Chavigny. 
Ift  October,  Peter  II.  czar  of  Muscovy,  and  grandson  erf 
Peter  t.  died  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  at  Moscow, 
and  was  succeeded  on  the  Russian  throne  by  the  princess 
Anne  Ivanowna,  second  daughter  of  John  Alexowitz,  elder 
brother  of  the  first  Peter,  and  widow^  of  Frederick  Wil- 
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Ham  duke  of  Courland.  The  following  m<mth  was  render- 
ed remarkable  by  the  death  of  pope  Benedict  XIII.  in  whose 
room  cardinal  Laurence  Corsini  was  raised  to  the  pontifi* 
cate,  and  assumed  the  name  of  Clement  XII. 

^  XVII.  The  British  parliament  assemUiiig  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  January,  the  king  gave  them  to  under- 
stand, that  the  peace  of  Europe  was  now  established  by  die 
treaty  of  Seville,  built  upon  the  foundation  of  former  treaties, 
and  tending  to  render  more  effectual  what  the  contracting 
powers  in  the  quadruple  alliance  were  before  engaged  to  see 
performed.  He  assured  them,  diat  aU  former  conveations 
made  with  Spain  in  favour  of  the  British  trade  and  naviga* 
tion  were  renewed  and  confirmed :  that  the  free,  uninterrupt- 
ed exercise  of  their  commerce  was  restored :  that  the  court 
of  Spain  had  agreed  to  an  ample  restitution  and  reparation 
for  unlawful  seizures  and  depredations :  that  all  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  possessions,  belonging  to  him  and  hia  allies,  were 
solemnly  reestablished,  confirmed,  and  guaranteed ;  and  dist 
not  one  concession  was  made  to  the  prejudice  of  bis  sub* 
jects.  He  told  them  he  had  given  orders  for  reducittg  a 
great  number  of  his  land  forces,  and  for  laying  up  great 
part  of  the  fleet :  and  observed  that  there  would  be  a  con* 
siderable  saving  in  the  expense  of  the  current  year.  After 
both  houses  had  presented  their  addresses  of  thanks  and 
congratulation  to  the  king  on  the  peace  of  Sevifie,  die  lords 
took  that  treaty  into  consideration,  and  ,it  did  not  pass 
inquiry  without  severe  animadversion. 

$  XVIII.  The  lords  in  the  opposition  excepted  to  the 
article  by  which  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain  were  oUig- 
ed  to  make  proof  of  their  losses  at  the  court  of  Spain. 
They  said  this  stipulation  was  a  hardship  upon  British 
subjects,  and  dishonourable  to  the  nation :  that  few  would 
care  to  undertake  such  a  troublesome  and  expensive  jour- 
ney, especially  as  they  had  reason  to  apprehend  their  claims 
would  be  counterbalanced  by  the  Spaniards ;  and,  after  all, 
they  would  have  no  more  than  the  slender  comfort  of  hoping 
to  obtain  that  redress  by  commissaries  which  they  had  not 
been  able  to  procure  by  plenipotentiaries.  They  thought 
it  very  extraorrlinary,  that  Great  Britain  should  be  bound  to 
ratify  and  guarantee  whatever  agreement  should  be  made 
between  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  duke  of  Parma  and  Tus- 
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canyi  conccr&itig  the  garrisons  once  tstaUithed  in  ttieir 
Countries ;  that  the  English  should  be  obliged  to  assist  in 
effectiMNing  the  introduction  of  six  thousand  Spanish  troops 
into  the  towns  of  Tuscany  and  P'arma  without  any  specific 
caoon  of  the  methods  to  be  taken,  or  the  charge  to  be 
incurred  in  giving  that  assistance ;  that  diey  should  guar- 
antee for  ever,  not  only  to  Don  Carlos,  but  even  all  his 
successors,  the  possession  of  the  estates  of  Tuscany  and 
Parma ;  a  stipulation  which  in  all  probability  would  involve 
Great  Britain  in  endless  quarrels  and  disputes,   about  a 
country  with  which  they  had  no  concern.     They  affirmed 
that  the  treaty  of  Seville,  instead  of  confirming  other  trea- 
tieSf  was  contradictory  to  the  quadruple  alliance,  particu- 
larly in  the    article   of  introducing   Spanish   troops   into 
Tuscany  and  Parma,  in  the  room  of  neutral  forces  stipulated 
by  the  former  alliance ;  and  agreeing  that  they  should  there 
remain  until  Don  Carlos  and  his  successors  should  be  secure 
and  exempt  from  all  events.     They  complained  that  these 
alterations,  from  the  tenor  of  the  quadruple  alliance,  were 
made  without  the  concurrence  of  the  emperor,  and  even 
without  inviting  him  to  accede ,  an  affront  which  might  ali- 
enate of  his  friendship  from  England,  and  hazard  the  loss 
^  such  an  ancient,  powerful,  and  faithful  ally :  they  declared 
that  throughout  the  whole  treaty  there  seemed  to  be  an  art- 
ful omission  of  any  express  stipulation,  to  secure  great 
Britain  in  her  right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.      Such  was 
the  substance  of  the  objections  made  to  the  peace  :  then  lord 
Bathurst  moved  for  a  resolution,  that  the  agreement  on  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  to  secure  the  sujcccssion  of  Don  Carlos  id 
the  dutchies  of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  with  Spanish 
firoops,  was  a  manifest  violation  of  the  fifth  article  of  the 
quadruple  alliance,  tending  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  dan« 
gerous  and  expensive  war,  and  to  destroy  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe*     The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion 
rejected*     Such  too  was  the  fate  of  two  other  motions,  to 
tesolve  that  Great  Britain's  right  of  sovereignty,  dominion, 
possession,  and  claim  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  were  not 
ascertained  by  the  treaty  of  Seville :  and  that  the  stipula- 
tions in  that  treaty  for  repairing  the  losses  of  the  British 
merchants  were  insufficient  and  precarious.     The  majority, 
far  from  stigmausing  this  transaction,  resolved,  that  the 
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treaty  did  contain  all  necessary  stipulations  for  maintaining 

and  securing  the  honour,  dignity,  rights,  and  possessions  of 
the  crown :  that  all  due  care  was  taken  therein  for  the  support 
of  the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  repairing  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  British  merchants.  On  these  resolutions 
an  address  of  approbation  was  founded :  but,  when  a  mo- 
tion  was  in;ide  for  an  address  to  his  majssty,  that  he  would 
order  to  be  laid  before  the  house  a  list  of  all  pensions  pay- 
able to  ihe  crown,  it  was  immediately  resolved  in  the  nega* 
tive.  Divers  contests  of  the  same  kind  arose  upon  the 
mutiny  bill,  the  pension  bill,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
twelve  thousand  Hessians ;  but  the  ministry  bore  down  aU 
opposition,  though  their  triumphs  were  clogged  with  vigor- 
ous protests  which  did  not  fail  to  make  impression  upon 
the  body  of  the  people. 

§  XIX.  Nor  was  the  success  of  the  court  interest  in 
the  house  of  commons  altogether  pure,  and  free  from 
exception  and  dispute.  When  the  charge  of  the  land 
forces  fell  under  the  consideration  of  the  commons,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  secretary  at  war,  moved«  that  the 
number  of  effective  men  for  the  land  service  of  the  ensuiog 
year  should  he  fixed  at  seventeen  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nine,  Mr-  Pulteney  insisted  upon  its  being  reduced  to 
tv.elve  thousancl.  Mr.  Shippen  ai&rmed,  that  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  moiion  was  a  flat  negative  to  the  address  for  which 
ht'  ^voted  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  as  it  plainly 
implied  a  distrust  of  the  validity  of  the  late  treaty,  which 
h<  then  assured  the  house  would  immediately  produce  all 
«he  blessings  of  an  absolute  peace,  and  deliver  the  kingdom 
from  the  apprehensions  and  inconveniencies  of  a  war.  He 
said  the  motion  tended  direcdy  towards  the  establishment 
of  an  army  in  Great  Britain,  which  he  hoped  would  never 
be  so  far  Germanized,  as  tamely  to  submit  to  a  military 
government.  He  observed  that  the  nation  could  have  no 
occasion  for  all  the  troops  that  were  demanded,  consider- 
ing the  glorious  scene  of  affairs  which  was  now  opened  to 
all  Europe.  "  They  are  not  necessary  (said  he)  to  awe 
"  Spain  into  a  firm  adherence  to  its  own  treaty ;  they  arc 
**  not  necessary  to  force  the  emperor  into  an  immediate 
"  accession  ;  nor  are  they  in  any  sort  necessary  for  the 
*'  safety  of  his  majesty's  person  and  government.     Force 
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^  fmd  Tidtece  «re  tlM  reiort  rf  usitrptrs  and  tyrants  only; 
**  lieeaiiae  they  are,  wUb  ipocMl  reaaon,  distrustful  of  the 
*^  peofple  whoflA  dicy  opfiress ;  and  because  they  have  no 
^  odier  aecttrity  for  the  co&tioiiaiice  of  their  unlawful  and 
^  unnatural  dominion^  than  what  de|>ends  entirely  on  U^e 
**  stevngth  of  their  armies.**  The  motion^  however,  was 
earried  in  the  afinnative. 

$  XX*  Another  warm  debate  was  exeiiced.by  a  bill 
which  the  courtiers  brought  in,  to  prevent  any  subjects  of 
Gtent  Britain  from  advancing  si»ms  of  money  to  foreign 
priftces  or  states,  without  having  obtained  license  from  his 
nijyMty,  under  his  privy  seal,  or  some  great  authority. 
The  minister  pretended  that  this  law  was  proposed  to  dis- 
able the  emperori  who  wanted  to  borrow  a  great  sum  of  the 
English  merchants,  from  raising  and  maiotaining  troops  to 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.     The  bill  contained  m 
clause,  em)>owering  the  king  to  prohibit  by  proclamation  all 
such  loans  of  money,  jewels  or  bullion :  the  attorney  general 
was  empowered  to  compel,  by  English  bill,  in  the  court  of 
exchequer,  the  effectual  discovery,  on   oath,  of  any  such 
loans ;  and  it  was  enacted,  that  in  default  of  an  answer  to 
4ny  Buch  bill  the  court  should  decree  a  limited  sum  against 
the  person  refusing  to  answer.     Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney,  a 
gentleman  of  uneommon  talents  and  ability,  and  particularly 
acquainted  with  every  branch  of  commerce,  argued  strenii- 
ooslgr  against  this  bill,  as  a  restraint  upon  trade  that  would 
r^sider  Holland  the  market  of  Europe,  and  the  mart  of 
money  to  the  nations  of  the  continent.    He  said  that  by  this 
gjeMrf}   prohibition*   extending  to   all  princes,  states,  or 
potentates^  the  EngUsh  were  totally  disabled  from  assisting 
their  best  allies :  that  among  others  the  king  of  Portugal 
frequently  bonrowed  money  of  the  English  merchants  resi- 
dtilg  within  his  dominions ;  that  while  the  Ucenring  power 
remained  in  the  crown,  the  licenses  would  be  issued  throogh 
the  haxids  of  the  minister,  who  by  this  new  trade  might  gain 
twientj^  thirty,  or  fiorty  thousand  a  year :  that  tlie  bill  would 
render   the   exchequer  a   cpurt   of  inquisition :    and    that 
whilst  it  restrained  our  merchants  from  assisting  the  princes 
aad  powers  of  Europe,  it  permitted  our  stockjobbers  to 
trade  in  their  funds  without  interruption.    Other  arguments 
of  equal  weight  were  enforced  by  Mr«  Barnard,  a  merchant 
Vol.  II.  X  X 
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of  Lon<l6n,  Who  perfastly  underlrtomi  tj«de  m  MMbfttnidtftiy 
spoke  >¥ith' judgment  and  .precmon^  and  upon  ail  occaiftions 
t$teadily  adhered'  to  the  hiterdstandKbeitieft  of  bb  tbuoxryi 
After  having  explained  kts  reasons,  Ke  dedare<tiie  sfaoyld 
neve^  consent  to  a  biH'ivhich  he  deentcd  a^violaciotiQf  our 
fundamental  laxvs,  a  breadi  of  our  dearest  iibortkSv  and  a 
very  terrible  hardship  on  mankind.  Sir  WaUam.  W^itdhaai' 
distinguished  him«etf  *  on  the  same  aide  of  the  ijuestiont'  the 
bill  was  vindicated  by  sir  Kgbert  Wafpole^  Mr.  Pelham,  and 
sir  Philip  Yorke,  attorney  genera^ ;  and  being  ftii{»p«n«dhy 
the  whole  weight  of  ministerial  infltKnce,  not  only  passed 
through  the  houfte,  but  was  aft^wards  enacted  into^n  taw. 
^  XXL  Tha  subsidies  were  continued  to  the  landgrave 
of  lltfsse  Cassc]  ni)id  the  duke  of  Brunswick  Woifenbnttel) 
in  spjte  of  all  that  could  be  urged  against  these  extraneous 
ihcumbrances;  and  the. supply  ibr  the  ensuing  year  was 
granted  according  to  tfee  trstioiates  which  tlwr  minhiry 
thought  proper  to  pfoduce,  amounting  to  about  two'  millioos 
two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  'pounds.  It  must  be 
owned,  however,  for  the  credit  of.  this  session,  that  the 
house  appropi  kited  one  million  of  the  surplusses  arising 
from  the  iinkir.g  fund  toward&tbe  discharge  of  thenatton^ 
debt ;  and  by  af^other  aa  exiingtdghcd  the  duties  upon  salt, 
Uy  which  expe<:H<:tit  the  subject  was'<tastfd  of  a  heavy  bur- 
den, not -only  in  being  freed  from,  the  duty,  bat  also  from  a 
consukrabk'char^  of  salaries* given  to  a  great  nuoibarcif 
ofRccrs  employed"  to  coliea  this  impoattton.  They  likewise 
encouraged  the  colony  of  Carolina  with  an  act,  allowing 
the  planters  and  traders  of  that  province  to  export -rice 
directly  to  any»parc  of  Europe  southward  of  capeFinUterre; 
and  they  permitted  salt  from  Europe  to  be  imported  into 
the  colony  of  New  York.  The  term  of  the  exclusive  trade 
granted  by  act  of  parliament  to  the  Easi  India  company 
drawing  towards  a  period,  many  considerable  mercbaiiti 
and  others  made  application  for  being  incorporated  and 
vested  with  the  privilege  of  trading  to  those  countries,  pw^* 
posing  to  lay  that  branch  of  trade  open  to  all  the  subjecti 
of  Great  Britain,  on  certain  conditions.  In  consideration 
of  an  act  of  parliament  for  this  purpose,  they  offered  to 
\  advance  three  miUions  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  for 
redeeming  the  fund  and  trade  of  the  present  Eitetliidia 
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4}o«pMiy#  Thi«f  proposal  wms  rejcolecl;  and  tlie  McUwive 
privilege  vested -to  the  company  was^  by  act  of  parltaoient, 
protracfeed  to  the  year  oae  tbons^od  ««ven  l;iuDdred  and 
9ULty«ftiz^  upon  the  rfoUowlAg  cotulitioiis :  -Tbut  they  should 
pay  kitO'ihe  eiLoheqtier  tbe  eum  of  iwo  hundred  thousand 
pouiids  towards  the  supplies  of  the  year^  without  iatjerest . 
ior  addition  to  their  capital  stock  :  that  the  annuity  or  yearly 
&ind  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds^  payable  to 
tham.  from  the^  puhlict  should  be  reduced  to  one  hundred 
anfl  cwaftty-^ight  thousand :  that  after  the  year  one  thousand 
seven,  hundred  and  sixty-sis^  their  right  to  the  exclusive 
trade  should  be  liable  to  be  taken  away  by  parliament^ 
oa;thi«e  years^  notice^  and  repayment  of  their  capitaL 

§  XXIL  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May*  the  king  went  to 
ibfs  house  of  peers,  and  closed  the  session*  In  his  speech 
he  exipressed  his  joy,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  claookoura 
vhseh  were  raised,  the  parliament  had  approved  of  those 
natters  which  fell  under  their  consideration ;  a  circumstance 
which  he  said,  could  not  fail  to  inspire  all  mankind  with  a 
just  detestation  of  dM>8e  incendiariea,  who,  by  scandalous 
libels,  laboured  to  alienate  the  affections  of  his  people ;  to 
fill.  tlMir  minds^  with  groundless  jealousies  and  unjust  com- 
plaints, ai  dishonour  of  him  and  his  government,  and  in 
de&ance  of  the  sense  of  both  houses  of  parliamcfnt.*  The 
.empevor  was  so  mud\  incensed  at  the  insult  offered  him  in 
the  treaty  of  Seville,  with  respect  to  the  garrisons  of 
Tuacany  and  Parma,  that  he  prohibited  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  from  trading  in  his  dominions:  he  began. to 
make  preparations  for  war,  and  actually  detached  bodies  of 
troops  to  Italy,  with  such  despaieh  as  had  been  very  seldom 
exerted  by  the  house  of  Austria.  Yet  the  article  of  which 
he  complained  was  not  so  much  a  real  injury  as  an  affront 
put  upon  the  head  of  the  empire;  for  the  eventual  sue* 
cesaioo  to  those  Italian  dutchies  had  been  secured  to  the 
infant,  Don  Carlos,  by  the  quadruple  alliance ;  and  all  that 

•  *  An.  t7.10.  c  hi  the  eonrse  of  this  tettion  the  commons  passed  •  bin  for 

nal^iill^  nkoreefTteetiuu  the  laws  in  being,  lor  disablJDg  persons  from  being  chosen 
mcnihera  'jf  imrtiament  who  enjoved  any  pension  dnrinc;  pleasure,  or  fop  any 
ftambar  0!*  7<«iriu  or  any  ofltocs  holden  ka  triut  for  them,  by  obliging  all  iiersons 
hercat^er  to  be  chosen  to  serve  for  the  commons  in  parliament,  to  take  the  oatI| 
therein  mentioned.  In  all  probability  this  bill  would  not  hare  made  its  way 
thKWgh  Ute  house  of  commons  had  not  the  minister  be*H)  weU  assured  it  would 
Kick'  with  the  eppcr  house,  where  it  was  rejected  at  the  second  rt-ading,  though 
Ml  trlikod^  vMtot  oppQsKion. 
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^  emperor  requlr^^  wa.  thtt  tMi  fprmct  ^10111* ; 
die  investiture  of  thm  en  ficfe  of  the  «Kpke« 

$  XXIII.  In  GreM  BriiMi,  'dm  year  vjia  not  4ia* 
dnguUhed  bf  suif  transectioii  of  great  moaftcnt.  Seteii 
ohiefr  of  the  Cherokee  aatioiit  of  lodiiM  m  Anerica  ware 
brought  to  fingland  bjr  sir  Alexaoder  Cirniin*  Being 
introduced  to  the  king  they  laid  dieir  cronm  and  regalia  nc 
his  feet;  and  by  an  anthearttc  deed  aefcnowledgod  dmsedees 
subjects  to  hie  dondnion^  in  the  name  of  aU  their-  ^mn* 
patriots,  who  had  vested  them  with  Ml  powers  far  dne  pnr^ 
pose.  They  were  amaned  and  confeunded  as  (he  rachee 
and  magnificence  of  the  Britisii  eourt:  they  compapfed  dke 
king  and  qeecn  to  the  wua  and.  moon,  dM  prinees  to  the 
stars  of  heaven,  and  themselves  to  nodiing*  They  gave 
their  assent  ia  the  most  solemn  mnnner  tp  artidenof  fnend* 
ship  and  commerce,  proposed  by  the-  torda 
for  trade  and  plantations :  and  being  loaded  wkh  • 
of  necessaries,  arms,  and  aasmunitioa,  were  reonnvcyed  in 
their  own  countr)',  whieh  borders  on  the  province  of  South 
Carolina.  In  the  month  of  September  a'etirpriaing  rcvoln* 
tion  was  effected  at  Conatansinopke,  witbont  bfeodshcd  or 
confusion.  A  few  mean  janizaries  displayed  a  iag  in  the 
^  streets,  exclaiming  that  aB  tsve  musaehncn  ougfht  to  fallaw 
them,  and  assist  in  reformmg  the  goecinmcmi  They  soon 
increased  to  the  number  of  one  hmulred  tlKmsand,  marched 
to  the  seraglio,  and  demanded  the  grand  vinier,  the  kii^ 
and  captain  Pacha.  These  unhappy  asinistera  were  imaw- 
diately  strangled.  Their  bodiea  being  delivered  10  A$ 
insurgents,  were  dragged  throo^^  the  streetsi  and  afinr* 
wards  thrown  to  the  dogs  to  be  devoured.  Not  cooeenftsd 
with  this  sacrifice,  the  rcvokers  deposed  the  grand  Signee 
Achmet,  who  waa,confioed  to  the -same  prison  fsom  wfaencs 
they  broog^t  his  nephew  Maclraiuti  and  nused  this  last  to 
the  throne,  after  he  had  lived  seven»aod-twenty  yeans  in 
confinement. 

$  XXI V*  England  was  at  this  period  infeateif  with 
robbers,  assassins,  and  incendiaries,  the  natural  conse<ttHmccs 
of  degeneracy,  corruption,  and  the*  want  of  policn  in  the 
interior  government  of  the  kingdom.  Hiis  defect,  in  a 
great  measure,  arose  from  an  absurd  notion,  that  laws 
necessary  to  prevent  those  acts  of  cruelty,  viotenoe^  aad 
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VMldbr  mcMipiitiUe,  wMi  tbt  Kberty  of  Bmkh 
mbjectft;  a  aotioB  ^t  ooBfcmndft  «U  dittiactioM  betweea 
Itbwtf  mA  brutal  Hceociovnieta,  as  if  that  ireedioiii  waa 
e,  in  the  cBfojpmeat  of  which  peopk  find  no  secarity 
tbtir  larci  or  ciJectft.  The  peculiar  depraTity  of  tha 
1  vinble  ev€»  ia  the  condact  of  those  who  preyed 
the  coaMMafwealth*  Thtcree  aad  robbers  were  ao» 
aoia  duspsiam  aad  savage  thea  ever  ihey  hsd 
siaea  awiairiad  waa  civtlixed.  In  the  eatercise  of 
mpma,  they  woanded^  audlsed,  and  even  murdered 
4ic  unhappy  aufcrsn^  throagh  a  wantooaess  of  barbarity.. 
Tbey  ^jpralaicd  lettens^  deawmdlrtg  sums  of  money  from 
ia^viduab,  on  paiaof  reducing  thair  houses  to 
aad  their  faarirwa  to  ruin;  and  even  set  fire  to  tba 
of  a  rich  marehaat  ta  Brist<^  who  had  refused  to 
ooaaply  with  thair  demaad.  The  same  species  of  villany 
waa  practbed  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom :  so  that 
the  gavccament  was  obl^f^ed  so  interpbse,  aad  offer  a  con-» 
sidesabia  reward  fe#  discovering  the  rufians  coQcerned  in 


$  XXV.  In  die  speech  widiivhich  the  king  opened  the 
semian  of  parltamant  on  the  tweniy**fir8t  day  of  January, 
he  SoU  them^  that  the  present  critical  conjuncture  seemed 
ia  a  very  partimdnr  manner  to  deserve  their  attention  ;  that 
aa  Am  transactions  then  depending  in  the  several  courts  of 
Europe  were  upoa  die  point  ci  being  determined,  the  great 
evaat  of  peace  or  war  might  be  very  much  affected  by  their 
fiat  resolatioBS,  which  were  expected  by  diilerent  powers 
widi  great  impatience.  Ha  said,  the  continuance  of  that 
seal  imd  vigour  with  which  they  had  hitherto  supported 
Urn  aad  his  engagements  mast  at  this  time  be  of  the  greatest 
wrigte  and  importance  bath  with  regard  to  his  allies,  and 
to  these  who  might  be  disposed,  before  the  season  of  action, 
ta  prevent,  by  aa  accomiftodation,  thefatftl  consequences  of 
a  general  rupture.  The  former  scene  was  repeated.  Both 
hooees,  ia  their  addresses,  promised  to  support  his  majesty, 
ia  aB  his  engagements :  yet  the  members  in  the  opposition 
i  the  absurdity  of  promising  to  fulfil  engage- 
diey  could  possibly  know  whether  or  not  they 
were  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain.  Anotjber  bill  was 
hroaghc  tato  the  house  of  commons,  to  prevent  pensioners 
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lirom  ftittingas  members .  of  .pftrUameiMf:  andia&tt  ji^dttid 
reading,  cmried  up  to  the  iorck  fortheir  conGurvcncc*  Wtits 
the  supply  fell  under  otnaidenmion,  the  debiles.  vere  re- 
fievred  upon  the  subsidies  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  .Cas* 
sel  and  the  duke  of  WolfenbutteLy  irhich  homevtr  wcte 
continued ;  and  every  artide*  wat  granted  ac«0«diag/io  the 
estimates  given  in  for  the  expinse-of  tho'caaoiog.year.  Two 
petitions  being  presented  to  the  comimna^  repreaentiag.ihe 
delays  of  justice,  occasioned  by  dKuae'  of  ths.  Latin  coogne 
in  proceedings  at  law,  a  biU  was^brougbt  iirfipr  ohangpag 
this  practice,  and  enacting,  that  all  tiM>8e  prae<rtsaa  *  and 
pleadings   should  be   entered   in   the    Englbh   l|pignage« 
Though  one  would  imagine  that  very  little  could  be  adnuH 
eed  against  such  a  regulaiioa,  the  bill  met  with  warm  ffff^ 
sition,  on  pretence  that  it  would  render  us<las8  theancieBC 
records  wluch  were  written  in  that  language,  and>introd«ce 
confusion  and  delay  of  justiice,'  by  alterhig  the  established 
form  and  method  of  pleading:  in  spite  of  these  objections 
it   passed  through   both  houses^  and  obtaiiMd  the  ro^ 
assent.     A  great  number  of  merchants  from  dtBerent  paiti 
of  the  kingdom  having  repeated  their  complaints  of  depre- 
dations and  cruelties  committed  by  the.tSpaniards  in.  lbs 
West  Indies,  their  petitions  were  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  a  grand  committee*     Their  conplaiots  upon  exanuh* 
nation  appeared  to  be  well  founded*     The  house  pyeaentcd 
an  address  to  the  king,  desiring  his  mi^esty  would  be  gra* 
ciously  pleased  to  continue  his  endeavour  to  prevent  sacb 
depredations  for  the  future ;  to  procure  full  saiisfactioii  for 
the  damages  already'  sustained  ;  and.  to  sccune  to  tiw  Bri- 
ttsh  subjects  the  full  and  uniaterrupted  exercise  of  their 
trade  and  navigation  to  and  from  the  British  colonies  in 
America.     The  bill  against  pensions  produced  a  wtarm  d^ 
bate  in  the  house  of  lords,  where  it  was  violently  oppased 
by  the  dukes  of  Newcastle  and  Argyle ;  the  earl  of  Uay, 
and  Dr.  Sherlock,  bishop  of  Bangor.     This  pnctate^  to  t 
remarkable  speech,  represented  it  as  a  scheme  to  enlarge 
the  power  of  the  house  of  commonst  and  to  break  the  hat- 
ance  between  the  powers  essential  to  the  constkutioa,.  so  as, 
sooner  or  later,  to  prove  the  ruin  of  the  whole.     The  great 
barrier  providing  against  bribery  and  corruption  by  this 
bill  consisted  in  an  oath  to  be   imposed  on  ail  membct&of 
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tke  lower  house,  by  l^litch  they  n/utt  hare  solemnly  sworn 
and  declared^  that  they  had  not  directly,  nor  indirectly,  any 
pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  any  ifumber  of  years,  or  any 
office  .in  part^  or  in  tlie  whole,  held  for  them,  or  for  their 
benc€t,  by  any  persons  whatsoever ;  and  that  they  would 
not  accept  any  such  penatons  or  offices,  without  signifying 
the  same  to  the  house  within  fourteen  days  after  they 
ahouU  be  received  or  accepted.  The  bill  was  vindicated 
as  just- and  necessary  by  the  earb  of  Winchelsea  and  Straf« 
ford,  k»rd  Badiurst,  and  lord  Carteret,  who  had  by  this 
time  j#ioed  aa  an  auxiliary  in  the  opposiiion.^ 

$  XXVL  The  house  of  peers  proceeded  to  consider 
the  state  of  the  national  debt  :*  they  read  a  bill  for  the- free 
importation  of  wool  from  Ireland  into  England,  which  was 
fiercely  opposed  and  bid  aside,  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of 
soond  policy.  They  passed  the  bill  for  carrying  on  pro-* 
ceadings  at  law  in  the  English  language  ;  and  a  fruitless 
motion  was  made  by  lord  Bathurst  for  an  address,  to  desire 
hia  majesty  would  give  directions  for  discharging  the  He8<* 
sian  troops  that  were  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain.  On  the 
seventh  day  of  May  the  parliament  was  prorogued,  after 
the  king  had  given  them  to  understand,,  that  all  apprehen-* 
sions  of  war  were-  now  happily  removed,  by  a  treaty  signed 
at  Vienna  between  him  and  the  emperor.  He  said  it  was 
communicaced  to  the  courts  of  Prance  and  Spain,  as  par* 
ties  to  the  treaty  of  Seville,  the  execution  of  which  it  pria^ 
cipally  regarded  ;  and  that  it  was  likewise  submitted  to  the 
conaideriuioti  of  the  states  general.  He  observed,  that  the 
conditions  and  engagements  into  which  he  had  entered  on 
this  occasion  were  agreeable  to  that  necessary  concern 
which  the  British  nation  must  always  have  for  the  security 
and  preservations  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe :  and 

h  Nothing  was  heard  withimloora  in  pariiam^ ot,  but  saix^a^ic  repartee  and 
riolciit  dL-dHmatioQ  1»ctween  the  two  ]i»rties,  who  did  not  coiifiiie  then*  alterct- 
ti(mti>tlte«e  dtfhailea,  but  took  tlie  field  a^iMt  each  other  in  periodical  papery 
and  occa>:iomd  pMinphlets.  The  paper  callt^  the  CratHtimii  had  already  riwn  into 
hij5h  reputation  all  over  Kn^land,  lor  the  wit,  humour,  and  solid  reasoning  itcon- 
laiaed.  Sow»  of  the  best  writvrt  in  the  opiionition,  iDoludin^  lord  Uolingbroke 
and  Mr  H.  mafle  use  of  tiiiii  vchiele  to  oonvey  their  aniniad versions  upon  the  niln- 
^  iater^  who  on  Hit  side,  employcfl  the  most  wretched  sorlhbleni  to  dctond  bis  eoa- 
duet  1^  was  iit  consequence  of  two  political  pamphlets,  written  in  opposition  to 
each  Other,  hy  loi-d  llervov  and  Mr  P.  and  some  recrimination  thcj'  protluoed  in 
thit  house  of  eoramons  that  his  loiidship  rha'leoKeil  the  other  to  rnsie  comba^ 
uid  had  well  nigh  lost  his  lile  ui  the  du«i,  which  was  fou^t  iu  Hyde  i'ark. 
*  An.  1751. 
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that  this  hsppy  Xvnm^  duly  improved  with  a  just  regard  to 
forlner  alliances,  yiddisdaikroarable  prospect  of  aeeisg  the 
public  tranquillity  reestablished. 

$  XXVII.  In  ijie  month  of  Janufiry  the  duke  of 
Parma  died,  after  having  made  a  will  in  .which  he  declated 
his  dutchcss  was  three  nKmths  advanced  in  her  pregiumcy  ; 
entreating  the  allied  powers  of  £urDpe  to  have  compassioa 
upon  his  people,  and  defer  the  execution  of  their  projects 
until  his  consort  should  be  delivered.  In  caae  the  cUU 
should  he  still  born,  or  die  after  the  birdi^  he  bequeathed 
his  dominions  and  allodial  estates  to  the  infant  Don  Carlos 
of  Spain  ;  and  appointed  five  regents  to  govern  the  dutchy. 
Notwithstanding  this  disposition,  a  body  of  Imperial  troopa 
immediately  took  possession  of  Parosa  and  Hacentia,  under 
the  command  of  general  Sumpa,  who  declared  they  ahould 
conduct  themselves  with  all  possible  regularly  and  mode* 
ration,  and  leave  the  administration  entirely  to  the  regents 
.  whom  the  duke  had  appointed.  They  publicly  proclaimed 
in  the  market  pbce,  that  thty  took  possession  of  chene 
dutdbies  for  the  in&nt  Don  Carlos :  and  that  if  th^  dutchean 
Dowager  should  not  be  delivered  of  a  prince,  the  said  infant 
might  receive  the  invessiiitre  from  the  emperor  wbenerer 
he  would,  provided  he  should  come  without  an.  army. 
Though  these  steps  seemed  to  threaten  an  immediate  wmr,  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  and  the  states  general  interposed  their 
mediation  so  efectuaUy  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  the 
emperor  desisted  from  the  prosecution  of  his  desi^s ;  and 
on  the  sixteenth  day  of  March  concluded  at  Vienna,  a 
treaty  with  his  Britannic  mi9esty,by  which  he  consented  to 
withdraw  his  troops  from  Parma  and  Placentia.  He  agreed, 
that  the  king  of  Spain  might  take  possession  of  these  places 
In  favour  of  his  son  Don  Carlos,  according  so  the  treaty,  of 
Seville.  He  likewise  agreed,  that  the  Ostend  company, 
which  had  given  such  umbrage  to  the  maritime  powers, 
should  be  totally  dissolved,  on  condition  that  the  contractiag 
powers,  conctrincd  in  the  treaty  of  Seville,  should  guaran- 
tee the  pragmatic  sanction,  or  succession  of  the  Austrian 
hereditary  dominions,  to  the  heirs  female  of  the  emperor, 
in  case  he  should  die  without  male  issue.  The  Dutch  min- 
ister residing  at  the  Imperial  court,  did  not  subscribe  this 
treaty,  because,  by  the  maxims  received  in  th^t  republic. 
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and  the  nature  of  her  government,  he  coold  not  be  vested 
with  full  powers  so  soon  as  it  would  have  been  necessary ; 
nevertheless  the  states  general  were,  by  a  se|B||te  article, 
expressly  named  as  a  principal  contracting  party^ 

$  XXVilL  On  the  twenty-second  day  of  July  a  new 
treaty  ,was  signed  at  Vienna  between  the  emperor  and  the 
kings  pf  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  tending  to  confirm  the 
forsfifir*  In  August  a  treaty  of  union  and  defensive  alliance 
between  the  electorates  of  Saxony  and  Hanover  was  execu- 
ted at  Dresden*  The  court  of  Spain  expressing  some  doubte 
with  regard  to  the  pregnancy  of  the  dutchess  of  Parma,  she 
underwent  a  formal  examination  by  five  midwives  of  differ- 
ent nations  in  presence  of  the  elder  dutchess  dowager  seve- 
ral ladies  of  quality,  three  physicians  and  a  surgeon ;  and 
was  declared  with  child :  nevertheless,  after  having  kept  all 
Europe  in  suspense  for  six  months,  she  owned  she  had  been 
deceived  ;  and  general  Stampa,  with  the  Imperial  forces,  took 
formal  possession  of  the  dutchies  of  Parma,  and  Placcntia. 
Spain  and  the  great  duke  of  Tuscany  having  acceeded  to 
the  last  treaty  of  Vienna,  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  enga- 
ged to  equip  an  armament  that  should  convoy  Don  Carlos 
to  his  new  dominions.  Accordingly,  sir  Charles  Wager 
sailed  with  a  strong  squadron  from  Portsmouth  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  August;  and  in  September  arrived  at 
Barcelona,  where  being  joined  by  the  Spanish  fleet  a^d 
transports,  they  sailed  together  to  Leghorn :  from  whence 
the  admiral  returned  to  England.  Don  Carlps  passed 
through  part  of  France,  and  embarking  an  Antibes  on 
boMxi  of  the  Spanish  galleys,  arrived  at  Leghorn  in  De- 
cember. Then  the  Imperial  general  withdrew  his  forces 
into  the  Milanese;  and  the  infant  too):  possession  of  his 
new  territories. 

§  XXIX.  During  these  transactions  France  was  dis<* 
tracted  by  religious  disputes,  occasioned  by  the  bull  Uni^ 
genitus  thundered  against  the  doctrines  of.  Jansenius ;  a  bill 
which  had  produced  a  schism  in  the  Gallican  church,  and 
well  nigh  involved  that  country  in  civil  war  and  confusion* 
It  was  opposed  by  the  parliaments  and  lay  tribunals  of  the 
kingdom:  but  many  bishops,  and  the  Jesuits  in  general^ 
were  its  most  strenuous  assertors.  All  the  artifices  of 
priestcraft  were   practised    on  both  sides  to  inflaqie  the 
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tatktMiaM&,  aild  maiitge  tlw  siiyerstidoti  o£  ^m  yeopk. 
'f  reteaded  miracles  were  wrought  «t  die  tomb  of  Abbi 
^aria,  iwl|Hiiad  died  without  aoceptxng  the  bail, 
quently  ymM  declared  damned  fay  the  abettors  of  chat 
stitution.  Ob  the  Other  hand,  die  Jesuia  exerted  sdl  their 
abilities  and  industry  in  preaching  against  the  Janseaists  :  bt 
M^Uishiiig  an  opinion  of  their  superixMr  sanctity  i  and  inapt^ 
ribg  a  spirit  of  quietism  among  their  votaries, .  who  went 
transported  into  the  delirium  of  possession,  illumiaatioa 
and  supernatural  converse*  These  arts  were  often  uaed  Ipr 
.the  most  infamous  purposes.  Female  enthusiasts  wei^  . 
wrought  up  to  such  a  violeace  of  agitation,  that  oatuia 
fainted  under  the  struggle,  and  the  pseudo  saint  seised  diis 
opportunity  of  violating  the  chastity  of  his  penitent.  Such 
was  said  to  be  the  case  of  MadenkoiseUe  la  Cadierre,  a 
young  gentlewoman  of  Toulon,  abused,  in  this  manner  by 
the  lust  and  villany  of  Pere  Girard,  a  noted  Jesuit,  who 
underwent  a  trial  before  the  parliament  of  Aiz,  and  very 
iiarrowly  escaped  the  stake. 

^  XXX.  The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  meeting  oaa 
the  thirteenth  day  of  January,  the  king  in  his  speech  deda-- 
red,  that  the  general  tranquillity  of  £urop0  was  restored  and 
^established  by  \kt  )ast  treaty  of  Vienna :  and  Don  Carlos  waa 
actually  possessed  of  Parma  and  Pbcentia :  tH^  six  thousand 
Spaniards  were  quietly  admitted  and  quartered  in  the  dutchy 
of  Tuscany,  to  secure,  by  the  express  consent  add  agreement 
of  the  great  duke,  the  reversion  of  his  dominions ;  and  that 
a  family  convention  was  made  between  the  courts  of  Spain 
and  Tuscany,  for  preserving  mutual  peace  and  friendship 
in  the  two  houses.  He  told  the  commons,  that  the  estimates 
for  the  service  of  the  current  year  would  be  ^nsiderabtjr 
less  than  those  of  forn^er  years.  He  recommended  unan-* 
imity :  he  observed  that  his  government  had  no  security  but 
what  was  equally  conducive  to  their  happiness,  and  to  the 
protection  qf  his  people ;  thiit  their  prosperity  had  no  fouii» 
dation  but  in  the  defence  and  support  of  his  govemraenu 
^^  Our  safety  (said  he)  is  mutual,  and  our  interests  ar^ 
inseparable."  The  opposition  to  the  court  measures  ap» 
pes^rs  to  have  been  uncon^monly  spirited  during  the  course 
of  this  session^  The  minister's  motions  were  attacked  with 
all  the  artillery  of  elocution.  His  principal  emissaries  were 
obliged  to  tasl^  th^ir  faculties  to  their  full  exertion,  to  pu9^* 
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tit  and  pfcrplda  whcto  they  couU  mot  d^^moMtrate  mad  con* 
vittce,  to  misrqNrtatat  what  thity  coaI4  not  yindicace,  and 
to  elude  the  arguAicnte  whiek  tfaty  oould  not  refuot.  In  the 
lRMi$e  of  eommoDa  lord  Harvey,  lately  appointed  vkecham* 
beriaiii  of  hia  majeaty'a  household,  made  a  motion  for  an 
address  of  ^anks.  In  whkb  th^y  should  declare  their  entire . 
approbaltOQ  of  the  king's  coaduet,  acknowledge  the  blessings 
^ey  enjoyed  under  his  government,  express  their  coofidefice 
lo  the  wisdom  of  bis  counsels ;  and  declare  theii  readiness 
to  grant  the  necessary  supplies.  This  member,  aon  to  the 
carl  of  Bristol,  was  a  nobleman  of  sense  pana,  which,  hoW'* 
09%Vy  were  more  specious  than  solid*  He  condescended  to 
net  a*  a  subokem  lo  the  minieter,  and  approved  himself 
extremely  active  in  fevwarding  all  hM  designs,  whether  as 
m  aocree  emissary  or  public  orator ;  in  which  last  capacity 
he  appears  to  have  been  pert,  frivolous,  and  frothy.  Hie 
fliotion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Clutterfauck,  and  opposed  by 
rtr  Wilfred  Lawsoq,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  ^..Pulteney,  sit 
William  Wyodham,  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe.  They  did  not 
argue  against  a  general  address  of  thanks ;  but  exposed  the 
absurdity  wad  bad  tendency  of  expressions  which  implied  a 
Uind  approbation  of  all  tfae  aseasures  of  the  ministry.  Sir 
Wilfred  Lawsoo  observed,  that  aotwitlwtaiiding  the  great 
diings  we  had  done  for  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  the  favoure 
we  had  procured  for  tlie  royal  Bsmily  of  that  kingdom,  little 
or  no  tatisfaetion  had  as  yet  been  received  for  the  injuriee 
our  Hfenchants  had  sustained  from  that  nation.  Mr.  Pultenejr 
took  notice,  that  the  nation,  by  becoming  guarantee  to  thd 
pragmatic  sanction,  laid  itself  under  an  obligation  to  aesitt 
iIm  Anecrian  family  whete  attacked  i>y  any  potentate  whHr 
ever,  except  the  grand  signior :  that  they  mi^t  be  attacked 
trhen  it  ^ould  be  much  against  the  interest  of  the  kiogdi9il 
to  engage  itself  in  a  war  upon  any  £areign  accounts  that  it  ' 
might  one  day  be  for  the  ineereat  of  the  nation  tQ  joiii 
againet  them,  in  order  to  preserve  the  balance  of  £urppe, 
die  establishing  of  wMch  had  already  cost  England  such 
immense  sums  of  money*  He  insisted  upon  the  abeurditir 
of  concluding  such  a  number  a£  inconsistent  treatiist  j  ^4 
concluded  wkh  saying,  that  if  affairs  abroad  wer^  nonr 
happilf  e3tablisti^d,  the  ministry  which  conducted  theivi 
aM^  4)e  oofftpM'ad  to  %  pilot,  who,  tiumgh  therfi  nm  t 
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cleaTy  safe,  and  straight  channel  into  port,  yet  took  it  in  hb 
head  to  cany  the  ship  a  great  way  about,  through  sands,  rocks, 
and  shallows;  who,  after  having  lost  a  great  number  of  sea* 
men,  destroyed  a  great  deal  of  tackle  and  rigging,  and  subject- 
ed the  owners  to  an  enormous  expense,  at  last  by  chance  hitr 
the  port,  and  triumphs  in  bis  good  conduct.     Sir  William 
Wyndham  spoke  to  the  same  purpose.     Mr.  Oglethorpe, 
a  gentleman  of  unblemished  character,  brave,  generous,  and 
humane,  affirmed  that  many  other  things  related  more  nearly 
So  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  nation  than  did  the  guar- 
antee  of  the  pragmatic  sanction.   He  said  he  wishifed  to  have 
heard  that  the  new  works  at  Dunkirk  had  been  entirely  rased 
and  destroyed  :  that  the  nation  had  received  full  and  complete 
satisfaction  for  the  depredations  committed  by  the  nativea  of 
Spahi :  that  more  care  was  taken  in  disciplining  the  militia,  oa 
whose  valour  the  nation  must  ehiefly  depend  ia  case  of  an 
invasion ;  and  that  some  regard  had  been  shown  to  the  op- 
pressed protestants  in  Germany.  He  expressed  his  satbfac- 
tion  to  find  that  the  English  were  not  so  closely  united  to 
France  as  formerly ;  for  he  had  generally  observed,  that 
when  two  dogs  were  in  a  leash  together,  the  stronger^gen- 
erally  ran  away  with  the  weaker ;  and  this  he  was  afraid 
had  been  the  case  between  France  and  Great  Britaia.  The 
motloa  was  vigorously  defended  by  Mr.  Pelham,  paymaster 
of  the  forces,  and  brother  to  the  duke  of  Newcas^e,  a  man 
whose  greatest  fault  was  his  being  concerned  in  supporting 
the  measures  of  a  corrupt  ministr>%      In  other  respects  be 
was  liberal,  candid^  benevolent,  and  even  attached  to  the 
interest  of  his  countr>^  though  egregiously  mistake^  in  Im 
notions  of  government.     On  this  occasion  he  asserted  that 
it  was  no  way  inconsistent  with  the  honour  or  dignity  of 
that  house  to  thank  his  majesty  in   the  most  panic^dar 
\,  terms  for  every  thing  he  had  been  pleased  to  conMaunicaie 
in   his  speech  from  the  throne;  that  no  expressions  of 
Approbation  in  the  address  could  be  any  way  made  use  of 
to  prevent  an  inquiry  into  the  measures  which  bad  beea 
pursued,  when  the  treaties  should  be  laid  before  the  house. 
He  said,  at  the  opening  of  a  session  the  eyes  of  all  £ttzx>pe 
were  turned  towards  Great  Britain,  axid  from  the  parik* 
mentis  first  resolves  all  the  ueighbouring  posters  judged  of 
the  unanimity  (hat  would  ensue  b^ween  his  majesty  aad  the 
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representatives  of  hit^people  :  that  their  appearing  jealoua 
or  diffident  of  his  majesty's  conduct  would  weaken  his 
influence  upon  the  counsels  of  foreign  states  or  potentates, 
and  perhaps  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  rectify  any  false 
step  that  might  have  been  made  by  his  ministers*     His  ^      | 

arguments  were  reinforced  by  a  long  speech  from  Mr.  H^-^,'f'  \ 

Walpole.     The  question  was  put,  the  motion  carried,  and  | 

the  address  presented. 

$  XXXL  The  next  subject  tff  debate  was  the  number 
of  land  forces.     When  the  supply  fell  under  consideration, 
sir  William  Strickland,  secretary  at  war,  moved  that  the 
same  number  which  had  been  maintained  in  the  preceding        >««^  ^ 
ye^  should  be  continued  in  pay.     On  the  other  hand^     >,^^^^^ 
lorv' Morpeth,  having  demonstrated  the  danger  to  which  **^ 

the  liberties  of  the  nation  might  be  exposed,  by  maintain^ 
ing  a  nmnerous  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  made  a  ; 

motion  that  the  number  should  he  reduced  to  twelve  thou-  / 

sand.     A  warm  debate  ensuing,  was  .managed  in  favour  of  '] 

the  first  motion  by  lord  Hervey,  sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  ^. 

his  brother,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  sir  Philip  Yorke,  attorney  i 

general.    This  gentleman  was  counted  a  better  lawyer  than  ^ 

a  politician,  and  shpne  more  as  an  advocate  at  the  bar  than  ^^ 

as  an  orator  in  the  house  of  commons.  The  last  partisan 
of  the  ministry  was  sir  William  Yonge,  one  of  the  lords'|  t\ 

commission»*s  of  the  treasury ;  a  man  who  rendered  him-i         ^ 
self  serviceable   and  necessary,  by   stooping  to  all  corn-  |  ^j^ 
pliances,  running  upon  every  scent,  and  haranguing  on  l^..^ 
every  subject  with  an  even,  uninterrupted,  tedious  flow  of  T  '  0 
dull  declamation,  composed  of  assertions  without  veracity, 
conclusions'  from  false  premises,  words  without  meaning, 
and  language  without  propriety*     Lord  Morpeth's  motion 
was  espoused  by  Mr.  Watkin  Williams  Wynne,  a  gentle- 
man  of  an  ancient  family  and  opulent  fortune  in  Wales, . 
brave,  open,  hospitable,  and  warmly  attached  to  the  ancient 
constitution  and  hierarchy  :*  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  WaU 
tcr  Plumer,  who  spoke  with  weight,  precision,  apd  severi- 
ty, by  sir  W.  Wyndham,  Mr-  Shippen,  Mr.  W.  Pultency, 
and   Mr.   Barnard*      The,  courtiers   argued  that  it  was 
necessary  to   maintain   such  a  number  of  land  forces  as 
might^efeat  the  designs  of  malcontents,  secure  the  interior 
IfaaqfHUi^   of  the    kingdom,    defend  it  from    external 
• 
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snaulis,  overawe  its  neighbours,  aad  enable  it  to  take 
▼igorous  measures  in  case  the  peace  of  Europe  should  be 
reembroiled.  They  affirmed,  the  science  of  war  was  so 
much  altered,  and  required  so  much '  attention,  that  no 
dependence  was  to  be  placed  upon  a  militia :  that  all 
nations  were  obliged  to  maintain  standing  armies,  for  dictf 
security  against  the  encroachments  of  neighbouring  pow- 
ers :  that  the  number  of  troops  in  Great  Britain  was  too 
ittcoosiderable  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  pcopk,  even 
under  an  ambitious  monarch:  that  his  majesty  never 
entertained  the  least  thought  of  infringing  the  HbertiM  of 
his  subjecu :  that  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  the  oA* 
cers,  among  whom  were  many  gentlemen  of  family  mid 
fortune,  would  ever  concur  in  a  design  to  enslwre  weir 
country  i  and  that  the  forces  now  in  pay  tould  not  be  pro* 
perly  deemed  a  standing  army,  inasmuch  as  thty  wem 
voted  and  maimained  from  year  to  year  by  Ae  parliMnent, 
which  was  the  representative  of  the  people*  To  theft 
arguments  the  members  in  the  opposition  replied,  that  a 
standing  force  in  time  of  peace  was  unconstituttoiial,  and 
had  been  always  thought  dangerous  i  that  a  militia  was  as 
capable  of  discipline  as  a  standing  army,  and  would  have 
more  incentives  to  courage  and  petaeverance :  that  the 
civil  magistrate  was  able  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  eoua* 
try :  that  the  number  of  the  malcontents  was  altogether 
contemptible,  though  it  might  be  considerably  augmented  by 
maintaining  a  standing  army,  and  other  such  arbitraiy 
measures :  that  other  nations  had  been  eaakived  by  stand* 
ing  armies;  and  howsoerer  they  might  find  themaelves 
necessitated  to  depend  upon  a  military  force  for  aecurity 
against  encroaching  neighbours,  the  case  was  very  different 
with  regard  to  Great  Britain,  for  the  defence  of  which 
nature  had  provided  in  a  peculiar  manner:  that  this  pnh 
vision  was  strengthened  and  improved  by  a  nvnMfdos  na^, 
which  secured  her  dominion  of  the  sea ;  and^  i€  pnaperly 
disposed,,  would  render  all  invasion  impracticjMtv  or  St 
least  ineffectual;  that  the  land  army  of  Gr«at  Britain, 
though  sufficient  to  endanger  the  liberties  of  on  unarmed 
people,  could  not  possibly  secure  sudk  an  extent  of  osasc, 
and  therefore  could  be  of  very,  little  service  in  prtventint 
an  invasion :  that  thourh  they  had  all  invajinnble  Mftrft#iMe 
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itt  hit  nujtsl^f's  regard  for  t]|e  lihttty  ^  hk  rabjccts,  diejr 
codld  not  help  apprehending,  thmt  should  a  standing  army 
btcoflie  part  of  the  constitution,  another  prince  of  more 
dangerous  talenta,  and  more  fatal  designs,  might  arise,  and 
•mplof  it  for  the  worst  purposes  of  ambition :  that  though 
tnany  officei^  were  gentlemen  of  honour  and  probity,  these 
might  be  easily  discarded,  and  the  army  gradually  moulded 
iMo  a  quite  different  temper.  By  these  means,  practised 
ia  ibrmtr  times,  an  army  had  been  new  modelled  to  such  a 
degree,  that  they  turned  their  swords  against  the  parlia- 
Mient,  for  whose  defence  diey  had  been  raised,  and  destroy- 
^  tbe  tonstitation  both  in  church  and  state ;  that  with 
ffttfpect  to  its  being  wholly  dependent  on  the  parliament, 
tbe  people  of  England  would  have  reason  to  complain  of 
die  same  hardship,  whether  a  standing  army  should  be 
4eclared  at  once  indispensible,  or  regularly  voted  from  year 
so  year,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  ministry ;  that 
the  saoction  of  the  legislature,  granted  to  measures  which 
in  themselves  are  unconstitutional,  burdensome,  odious,  and 
repugtumt  to  the  genius  of  the  nation,  instead  of  yielding 
consolation,  would  serve  only  to  demonstrate,  that  the  most 
cftictual  method  of  forging  the  chains  of  national  slavery, 
^Tould  be  that  of  ministerial  influence  operating  upon  a 
vonal  parliament*  Such  were  the  reasons  urged  against  a 
standing  army,  of  what  number  soever  it  might  be  com* 
posed :  but  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  number  fronu 
about  eighteen  thousand  to  twelve  thousand,  was  insisted 
upon  as  the  natural  consequence  of  his  majesty^s  declara* 
tion,  by  which  they  were  given  to  understand  that  the 
peace  of  Europe  was  established ;  and  that  he  had  nothing 
so  much  at  heart  as  tbe  ease  and  prosperity  of  his  people* 
It  was  stt4tgested,  that  if  eighteen  thousand  men  were  su& 
ficictit  on  the  supposed  eve  of  a  general  war  in  Europe,  it 
was  surely  reasonable  to  think  that  a  less  number  would 
snftcc  when  peace  was  perfectly  reestablished.  Whatever 
affect  these  reasons  had  upon  the  body  of  the  nation,  they 
made  no  converts  in  the  house,  where  the  majority  resolved 
that  the  standing  army  should  be  maintained  without 
rednction.  Mr.  Plumer  complained,  that  the  country  was 
oppressed  by  an  arbitnu7  method  of  quartering  soldiers,  in 
an  undue  proportion,  upon  those  publicans  who  refused  to 
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vote  in  •el^tions  According  to  the  direction  of  the  minis- 
try. Mr.  Pulteney  asserted,  that  the  money  raised  for  the 
subsistente  of  eighteen  thousand  men  in  England,  would 
maintain  sixty  thousand  French  or  Germans,  or  the  same 
number  of  almost  any  other  people  on  the  continent.  Sir 
William  Wyndham  declared,  that  eighteen  thousand  of 
the  English  troops  in  the  late  war  were  maintained  on 
less  than  two  thirds  of  the  sum  now  demanded  for 
the  like  number:  but  no  regard  was  paid  to  these 
allegations. 

$  XXXII.  The  next  object  of  importuice  that  at- 
tracted  the  notice  x)f  the  house,  was  the  state  of  the  chari- 
table corporation.  This  company  was  first  erected  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven.  Their  pro* 
fessed  intention  was  to  lend  money  at  legal  interest  to  the 
poor,  upon  small  pledges ;  and  to  persons  of  better  rank 
upon  an  undubitable  security  of  goods  impawned.  Their 
capital  was  at  first  limited  to  thirty  thousand  pounds ;  but, 
by  licenses  from  the  crown,  they  increased  it  to  six  hun- 
dred  thousand  pound3,  though  their  charter  was  never  con- 
firmed by  act  of  parliament.  In  the  month  of  October, 
George  Robinson,  esquire,  member  for  Marlow,  the  cashier, 
and  John  Thompson,  warehouse  keeper  of  the  corporation, 
disappeared  in  one  day.  The  proprietors,  alarmed  at  this 
incident,  held  several  general  courts,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  inspect  the  state  of  their  affairs.  They  reported, 
that  for  a  capital  of  above  five  hundred  thousand  pounds 
no>:quivalent  was  found ;  inasmuch  as  their  eflFects  did  not 
amount  to  the  vdue  of  thirty  thousand,  the  remainder 
having  been  embezzled  by  means  which  they  could  not 
(iiscover.  The  proprietors,  in  a  petition  to  the  house  of 
commons,  represented  that  by  the  most  notorious  breach  of 
trust  in  several  persons  to  whom  the  care  and  management 
of  their  affairs  were  committed,  thb  corporation  had  been 
defrauded  of  the  greatest  part  of  their  capital;  and  that 
many  of  the  petitioners  were  reduced  to  the  utmost  degree 
of  misery  and  distress ;  they,  therefore,  prayed,  that  as 
ihey  Were  unable  to  detect  the  combinations  of  those  who 
had  ruined  them,  or  to  bring  the  delinquents  to  justice, 
without  the  aid  of  the  power  and  authority  of  parliament, 
tlic  house  would  vouchsafe  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
« 
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corporattob,  and  the  conduct  of  their. managers;  and  give 
such  relief  to  the  petitioners  as  to  the  house  should  seem 
meet.  The  petition  was  graciously  received,  and  a  secret 
committee  appointed  to  proceed  on  the  inquiry.  They 
Boon  discovered  a  most  iniquitous  scene  of  fraud,  which 
had  been  acted  by/  Robinson  and  Thompson,  in  concert 
with  some  of  the  directors,  for  embezzling  the  capital,  and 
cheating  the  proprietors.  Many  persons  of  rank  and  qua* 
lity  were  concerned  in  this  inftimous  conspiracy :  some  of 
the  first  characters  in  the  nation  did  not  escape  suspicion 
and  censure.  Sir  Robert  Sutton  and  sir  Archibald  Granjt 
were  expeUed  the  house  of  commons,  as  having  had  a  con- 
siderable share  in  those  fraudulent  practices :  a  bill  was 
brought  in  to  restrain  them  and  other  delinquents  from 
leaving  the  kingdom,  or  alienating  their  effects.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  committee  received  a  letter  from  seignior 
John  Angelo  Belloni,  an  eminent  banker  at  Rome,  giving 
them  to  understand,  that  Thompson  was  secured  in  that 
city,  with  all  his  papers,  and  confined  to  the  castle  of  St. 
Angelo ;  and  that  the  papers  were  transmitted  to  his  cor- 
respondent at  Paris,  who  would  deliver  them  up,  on  cer- 
tain conditions  stipulated  in  favour  of  the  prisoner.  This 
letter  was  considered  as  an  artifice  to  insinuate  a  favour- 
able opinion  of  the  pretender,  as  if  he  had  taken  measures 
for  securing  Thompson,-  from  his  zeal  for  justice,  and 
affection  for  the  English  people.  On  this  supposition,  the 
proposals  were  rejected  with  disdain;  and  both  houses 
concurred  in  an  order  that  the  letter  should  be  burned  at 
the  royal  exchange,  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman. 
The  lower  house  resolved,  that  it  was  an  insolent  and 
audacious  libel,  absurd  and  contradictory ;  that  the  whole 
transaction  was  a  scandalous  artifice,  calculated  to  delude 
the  unhappy,  and  to  disguise  and  conceal  the  wicked  prac- 
tices of  the  professed  enemies  to  his  majesty's  person; 
crown,  and  dignity. 

$  XXXIII.  No  motion,  during  this  session,  produced 
such  a  warm  contest  as  did  that  of  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
.when,%fter  a  long  pream!)le,  he  proposed  that  the  duties  on 
salt,  which  about  two  years  before  had  been  abolished, 
should  now  be  revived,  and  granted  to  his  majesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  for  the  term  of  three  years.     In  order 
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to  sweeten  this  proposal,  be  declared  that  the  faod  tax  for 
the  ensuing  year  should  be  reduced  to  one  riiilling  ia  the 
pound*  All  the  members  of  the  country  party  were  imoM- 
diately  in  commotion.  They  expressed  their  surprise  at 
the  grossness  of  the  imposition.  They  observed  that  two 
years  had  scarce  elapsed  since  the  king,  in  a  speech  from 
the  throne,  had  exhorted  them  to  abolish  some  of  the  taxes 
that  were  the  most  burdensome  to  the  poor :  the  house  was 
then  of  opinion,  that  the  tax  upon  salt  was  the  most  bur- 
densome and  the  most  pernicious  to  the  trade  of  the  king- 
dom, of  all  the  impositions  to  which  the  poor  were  subjected, 
and  therefore  it  was  taken  off:  but  that  no  good  reason 
could  be  produced  for  altering  dxeir  opinion  so  suddenly, 
and  resolving  to  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor,  in  order  to 
ease  a  few  rich  men  of  the  landed  interest.  They  affirmed, 
that  the  most  general  taxes  are  not  always  the  least  burden* 
some :  that  after  a  nation  is  obliged  to  extend  their  taxes 
farther  than  the  luxuries  of  their  country,  those  t^xes  that 
can  be  raised  with  the  least  charge  to  the  public,  are  the 
most  convenient  and  easiest  to  the  people :  but  they  oug^t 
carefully  to  avoid  taxing  Aose  things  which  are  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  poor.  The  price  of  all  necessa- 
ries being  thus  enhanced,  the  wages  of  the  tradesman  and 
manufacturer  must  be  increased ;  and  where  these  are  high 
the  manufacturers  will  be  undersold  by  those  of  cheaper 
countries.  The  trade  must  of  consequence  be  ruined  ;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  landed  gentleman  would 
choose  to  save  a  shilling  in  the  pound  from  the  land  tax, 
by  means  of  an  expedient  that  would  ruin  the  manufactures 
of  his  country,  and  decrease  the  value  of  his  own  fortune. 
They  alleged  that  the  salt  tax  particularly  affected  the 
poor,  who  could  not  afford  to  eat  fresh  provisions ;  and  that, 
as  it  formerly  occasioned  murmurs  and  discontents  ambngst 
the  lower  class  of  people,  the  revival  of  it  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, exasperate  them  into  open  sedition,  lliey  observed, 
that  while  it  was  exacted  in  England,  a  great  number  of 
merchants  sent  their  ships  to  Ireland,  to  be  victualled  for 
their  respective  yoyages ;  that,  since  it  had  been  abrfishe^^ 
many  experiments  had  been  successfully  tried  with  sal^  for 
the  improvement  of  agriculture,  which  would  be  entii^y^ 
defeated  b^  the  revival  of  this  imposition.  They  suggested 
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dnt  the  famd  ttx  was  raised  at  a  very  sandl  sfpense,  an4 
snbject  to  na  frand^  whei<cas  diat  upon  sidt  would  employ  a 
great  wavahtr  of  additaoaal  ofbcers  m  the  revenue,  whcdly 
dependmg  upon  the  miaistry,  whose  infhience  in  elections 
they  woutd  proportionaUy  increase.  They  even  hinted, 
that  dns  consideration  was  t>ne  powerfal  motive  for  propo* 
•iDg  the  revival  of  an  odious  tax,  which  was  in  effect,  an 
excise,  and  would  be  deeatied  a  step  towards  a  genenJ 
excise  upon  all  sorts  of  provistoiis.  FinaUy,  they  demon* 
atrated  Uiat  the  salt  tax  introduced  numberiess  frauds  and 
peijuries  in  different  articles  of  traffic.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  endeavoured  to  obviate  all  diese  objections  in  a  long 
s|wech,  whtth  was  minutely  answered. and  refuted  in  every 
avticle  liy  Mr.  Fulteney.  Nevertheless,  the  question  being  . 
pot,  the  minister's  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
and  the  duty  revived :  yet^  before  the  bill  passed,  divers 
motions  were  madje,  and  additional  clauses  proposed  by  the 
members  in  the  opposition.  New  debates  were  raised  on 
eveiy  new  objection,  and  the  courtiers  Wer^  obliged  to 
depute  their  ground  by  inches. 

§  XXXIV%  The  pension  bill  was  revived,  and  Cor  the 
third  tiflse  rejectisd  in  the  house  of  lords.  A  bill  for  the 
eaeoura^oment  of  the  sugar  colonies  passed  through  the 
lower  honse  with  great  difficulty,  but  was  lost  among  the 
peevs :  another,  for  the  better  securing  the  freedom  of  par- 
liaments, by  further  qualifying  members  to  sit  in  the  house 
of  coaamons,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  thrown  out  upon 
the  question.  A  coiamittee  had  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  a  sale  of  the  estate  which  had  belonged  to  the  late  eari 
of  Derwentwater.  It  appeared  by  the  report,  that  the' sale 
had  been  fraudulent:  a  bill  was  prep&red  to  make  it  void; 
Dennis  Bond,  esquire,  and  serjeact  Birch,  commissioners 
for  the  sale  of  the  forleiled  estates,  were  declared  guilty  of 
notorious  breach  of  trust,  and  expelled  the  house  of  which 
they  were  members :  George  Robinson,  esquire,  underwent 
the  same  sentence,  on  account  of  the  part  he  acted  in  the 
chnritaUe  corporation,  as  he  and  Thompson  had  negUctedi 
tOi  surrender  themselves,  according  to  the  terms  of  a  bill 
wl|loh  had  passed  for  that  purpose.  •  During  this  session, 
fivie  members  of  parliament  were  expelled  for  the  most  sor* . 
didf  9t9tm  of  knavf  ry ;  a  sure  sign  of  national  degeneracy  and  I 
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f^rj  J]  J^^dUhonwxr.  -^U  Aesupplies  were  granted,  and  among  other 

W^     '        articles,  the^sum  of  iwo-and-twenty.  thousand  six  hundred 

^^.y^       ninety-four  pounds,  seven  shillings-  and  six-pence,  for  the 

,,  }        J   agio  or  difference  of  the  subsidies  payable  to  the  crown  of 

,V^ VT'VV'  Denmaf'k  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the 


i 


/  1      late   king  and   that  monarch :  but  this  was  not  obtained 

j.-yV   without  a  violent  dispute.    Mn  Pulteney,  who  bore  a  con- 

•' •       ,    ?Alderable  share  in  all  these  debates,  became  in  a  little  time 

so  remarkable  as  to  be  thought  worthy  of  a  very  particular 

J  *  Cv/v^^  ^^^  of  his  majesty's  displeasure.     The  king,  on  the  first 

^  .1    A       ci^y  of  July,  called  for  the  council  book,  and  with  his  oim 

v  {     ^      hand  struck  the  name  of  William  Pulteney,  esquire,  out  of 

ly  ^  ^^^  ^13^  of  privy  counsellors :  his  majesty  further  ordered 

• . '   _  Jiim  to  be  put  out  of  all  the  commissions  of  the  peace.  The 

;  \^       several  lord  lieutenants,  from  whom  he  had  received  depu- 

i,';  ^  ^-\ A, stations,   were  commanded  to  revoke  them ;  and  the  lord 

chancellor  and  secretaries  of  state  were  directed  to  give  the 

.  i  l^  necessary  orders  for  that  purpose. 

y6[^        $  XXXV.   Nor  did  the   house   of  peers  tamdy  and 
unanimously  submit  to  the  measures  of  the  ministry.    The 
1      *  pension  bill  bemg  read,  was  again  rejected,  and  a  protest 
J        entered.     A  debate   arose  about  the  jiumber  of  standing 
/  forces:  and  the  earl  of  Chesterfield   argued  for  the  court 

^^  motion.     The  earl   of  Oxford  moved  that  they  might  be 

reduced  to  twelve  thousand  effective  men.  The  earl  of 
Winchelsea  observed,  that  a  standing  army  rendered  minis- 
ters of  state  more  daring  than  otherwise  they  would  be, 
in  contriving  and  executing  projects  that  were  grievous  to 
the  people :  schemes  that  never  could  enter  into  the  heads 
of  any  but  those  who  were  drunk  with  excess  of  power. 
The  marquis  of  Tweeiale,  in  reasoning  against  such  a  num- 
y  ber  as  the  ministry  proposed,  took  occasion  to  observe,  that 
not  one  shilling  of  the  forfeited  estates  was  ever  applied  to 
the  use  of  the  public':  he  likewise  took  notice,  that  the 
eighteen  thousand  men,  demanded  as  a  standing  force,  were 
'  modelled  in  such  a  manner,  thrtt  they  might  be  speedily 
augmented  to  forty  thousand  mtn  on  any  emergency.  The 
'  duke  of  Argj'le  endeavoured  to  demonstrate  the  danger  of 
depending  for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom  upon  ap  undiscip* 
lined  militia,  a  fleet,  or  an  army  of  auxiliaries.  Then  he 
represented  the  necessity  of  having  recourse*to  a  regular    ^ 
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army  in  case  .of  invasion ;  and  after  all,  acknowledged,  that 
the  number  proposed  was  no  way  sufficient  for  that  purpose* 
All  his  arguments  were  answered  and  refuted  in  an  excel- 
lent speech  by  lord  Carteret :  nevertheless,  victory  declared 
for  the  minister.  The  parliament  having  granted  every 
branch  of  the  supply,  towards  the  payment  of  which  they 
borrowed  a  sum  from  the  sinking  fund,  and  passed  divert 
other  acts  for  the  encouragement  of  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture, the  king,  on  the  first  day  of  June,*  gave  the  royal 
assent  to  the  bills  that  were  prepared,  and  closed  the  ses* 
sioo,  after  having  informed  both  bouses  that  the  states 
general  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Vienna :  that  he  had 
determined  to  visit  his  German  dominions,  and  to  leave  the 
queen  regent  in  his  absence.  He  accordingly  set  out  for 
Hanover  in  the  beginning  of  June.  By  this  time  the  prag- 
matic sanction  was  confirmed  by  the  diet  of  the  empire, 
though  not  without  a  formal  protest  by  the  electors 
palatine,  Bavaria,  and  Saxooy. 

•  An.  1733. 
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CHAP.  V. 


^  I.  RemarkMe  inaUaust  cf  sukide.  ^  II.  Ajfiat^  af  ftkr 
ContmmU  $  IIL  Me^limg  af  tha  PawUammi.  $  IV. 
Addre99  to  the  King"  tonching  the  Spa»»k  deprtdaiA9m. 
$  V.  The  Excue  aehewie  proposed  b^  Sir  Hahtri  Wm^oki 
§  VI.  Opposition  ta  the  scheme.  $  VII.  Bill  fir  mdewar 
to  the  Prmceu  RoyaL  %  VIII.  Dj^hs^  in  the  Seme  ^ 
Lewcte  ccncermng  the  estates  of  the  late  Dieedors  of  tke 
South  Sea  Company.  §  IX.  DsuUe  election  sfa^JQng  is 
Poland.  $  X.  The  Kings  of  France^  Spmn^  and  Sar^ 
nta  join  against  the  Emperor.  $  XI.  The  Prince  of 
'Orange  arrives  in  England.  $  XII.  Altercation  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  $  XIII.  Debate  about  the  removal 
of  the  Duke  of  Bolton  and  Lord  Viscount  Cobham  from 
fheir  respective  regiments.  $  XIV.  Motion  for  the 
repeal  of  the  septennial  act.  $  XV.  Conclusion  of  a 
remarkable  speech  by  Sir  W.  Wyndham.  §  XVI.  Mes- 
9age  from  the  king  for  powers  to  augment  the  forces  in 
thf  intervals  between  the  two  Parliaments.  $  XVII. 
Opposition  in  the  House  of  Peers.  Parliament  dissolved. 
§  XVIII.  Dantzick  besieged  by  the  Russians.  $  XIX. 
Philipsburgh  taken  by  the  French.  Don  Carlos  taAes 
possession  of  Naples.  §  XX.  Battle  of  Parma.  $  XXI. 
The  Imperialists  are  again  worsted  at  GuHbtaUa.     Jn 

.  edict  in  France  compelling  the  British  subjects  in  that 
kingdom  to  enlist  in  the  French  army.  §  XXII.  New 
Parliament* in  Great  Britain.  $  XXIII.  Debate  on  a 
subsidy  to  Denmark.  §  XXIV.  Petition  of  some  Scot- 
tish  noblemen  to  the  House  of  Peers.  §  XXV.  Bill 
explaining  an  act  of  the  Scottish  Parliament  touching 
wrong  imprisonment.  §  XXVI.  AEsunderstamGng 
between  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  Sir  John 
Norris  sails  with  a  strong  squadron  to  Lisbon.  $  XX  VII* 
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JPreUmmgries  signed  ky  tht  Emperor  ami  JGng  of 
France.  $  XXVIII.  ProceeiRnga  in  Parliament. 
$  XXIX*  Bill  for  preventing  the  retail  of  apiritwma 
Sfuore.  Another  for  the  relief  of  ^uaiere  in  the 
mrtick  of  tithes.  $  XXX  JUortmain  act.  $  XXXI^ 
Remarkable  riot  at  Sdinhirgh^  $  XXXII*  Rupture 
tetxoeen  the  Czarina  and  the  Ottoman  Porte.  $  XXXIII. 
The  session  of  Parliament  opened  by  commission* 
§  XXXIV*  Motion  in  both  Houses  for  a  settlement  on 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  $  XXXV*  Fierce  debate  on  this 
mtlffect*  $  XXXVI*  Scheme  by  Sir  John  Barnard  for 
\oredueing  the  interest  of  the  national  debt.  $  XXXVII* 
BiU  against  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  $  XXXVIIU  Play 
house  bill. 

§  L  THE  most  remarkable  incident  that  distin- 
guished this  year .  in  England  was  a  very  uncommon 
instance  of  suicide :  an  act  of  despair  39  frequent  among 
the  English^  that  in  other  countries  it  is  objected  to  them 
as  a  national  reproach*  Though  it  may  be  generally  term- 
ed the  effect  of  lunacy  proceeding  from  natural  causes  ope* 
rating  00  the  human  body,  in  some  few  instances  it  seems 
to  have  been  the  result  of  cool  deliberation*  Richard 
Smith,  a  bookbinder,  and  prisoner  for  debt  within  the 
liberties  of  the  king^s  bench,  persuaded  his  wife  to  follow 
his  ejcample  in  making  away  with  herself,  after  they  had 
murdered  their  little  infant.  This  wretched  pair  were  in 
the  muonth  of  April  found  hanging  in  their  bedchamber,  at 
about  a  yard's  distance  from  each  other ;  and  in  a  separate 
apartment  the  child  lay  dead  in  a  cradle.  They  left  two 
papers  enclosed  in  a  short  letter  to  their  landlord,  whose 
kindness  they  implare4  in  favour  of  their  dog  and  cat* 
They  even  left  money  to  pay  the  porter  who  should  carry 
the  enclosed  papers  to  the  person  for  whom  they  were 
addressed*  In  one  of  these  the  husband  thanked  that 
person  for  the  marks  of  friendship  he  had  received  at  hitf 
handa ;  and  complained  of  the  ill  offices  he  had  undergone 
from  a  different  quarter*  The  other  paper,  subscribed, 
by  the  husband^  and  wife,  contained  the  reasons  which 
induced  them  to  sc€  such  a  tragedy  on  themselves  and 
their  ofispring.     Thi^  letter  was  altogether  surprising  for 
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the  calm  resolution,  the  good  humour,  and  the  propriety 
with  which  it  was  written.  They  declared,  that  they  with- 
drew themselves  from  poverty  and  rags ;  evils  that,  through 
a  train  of  unlucky  accidents,  were  become  inevitable.  They 
appealed  to  their  neighbours  for  the  industry  with  which 
they  had  endeavoured  to  earn  a  livelihood.  They  justified 
the  murder  of  their  child,  by  saying,  it  was  less  cruelty  to 
take  her  with  them,  than  to  leave  her  friendless  in  the 
world,  exposed  to  ignorance  and  misery.  They  professed 
their  belief  and  confidence  in  an  Almighty  God,  the  foun- 
tain of  goodness  and  beneficence,  who  could  not  possibly 
take  delight  in  the  misery  of  his  creatures ;  they,  therefore, 
resigned  up  their  lives  to  him  without  any  terrible  appre- 
hensions ;  submitting  themselves  to  those  ways  which,  in 
his  goodness,  he  should  appoint  after  death.  These  unfor- 
tunate suicides  had  been  always  industrious  and  frugal, 
invincibly  honest,  and  remarkable  for  conjugal  affection*  V^ 

§  IL  Trustees  having  been  appointed  by  charter  to 
.superintend  a  new  setdement  in  Georgia,  situated  to  the 
southward  of  Carolina  in  America,  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  as  gen- 
eral, and  governor  of  the  province,  embarked  at  Gravesend, 
with  a  number  of  poor  families,  to  plant  that  colony.  The 
king  of  Spain  having  equipped  a  very  powerful  armament, 
the  fleet  sailed  on  the  fourth  day  of  June  from  the  road  of 
Alicant,  under  the  command  of  the  count  de  Montemar, 
and  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Barbary  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Oran,  where  a  considerable  body  of  troops  was  landed 
without  much  opposition.  Next  day,  however,  they  were 
attacked  by  a  numerous  army  of  Moors,  over  whom  they 
obtained  a  complete  victory.  The  bey  or  governor  of  Oran 
immediately  retired  with  his  garrison,  and  the  Spaniards 
took  possession  of  the  place,  from  which  they  had  been 
driven  in  the  3'ear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight, 
the  strong  fort  of  Mazalaquivir  was  likewise  surrendered  to 
the  victors  at  the  first  summons;  so  that  this  expedition 
answered  all  the  views  with  which  it  had  been  pircjected. 
Victor  Amadaeus,  the.  abdicated  king  of  Sardinia,  having, 
at  the  instigation  of  his  wife,  engaged  in  some  intrigues,  in 
order  to  reascend  the  throne,  his  son  the  reigning  king, 
ordered  his  person  to  be  seized,  at  Montcalier,  and  coo- 
ve\'ed  to  Rivoli,  under  a  strong  escon.      His*  wife,  the 

^-  —  !  '^u^     V 
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Biarchioness  de  Spignio,  was  conducted  to  Serva.  The  old 
king's  confessor,  his  physician,  and  eight-and«  forty  persons 
^  distinction  were  imprisoned.  The  citadel  of  Turin  was 
secured  with  a  strong  garrison ;  and  new  instructions  were 
given  to  the  governor  and  senate  of  Chamberri.  The 
dispute  which  had  long  subsisted  between  the  king  of 
Prussia  and  the  young  prince  of  Orange,  touching  the 
succession  to  the  estates  possessed  by  king  William  III. 
as  head  of  the  house  of  Orange,  was  at  last  accommodated 
by  a  formal  treaty  signed  at  Berlin  and  Dierin.  The 
Dutch  were  greatly  alarmed  about  this  time  with  an  appre- 
hension of  being  overwhelmed  by  an  inundation,  occasioned 
by  worms,  which  were  said  to  have  consumed  the  piles  and 
timber  work  that  supported  their  dykes*  They  prayed  and 
fasted  with  uncommon  ttulf  in  terror  of  this  calamity, 
which  they  did  not  know  how  to  avert  in  any  other  man- 
ner. At  length  they  were  delivered  from  their  fears  by  a 
hard  frost,  which  effectually  destroyed  those  dangerous' 
animals.  About  this  time,  Mr.  Dieden,  plenipotentiary 
from  the  elector  of  Hanover,  received,  in  the  name  of  his 
master,  the  investiture  of  Bremen  and  Verden  from  the 
hands  of  the  emperor. 

^  $  III.  The  histoxy  of  England  at  this  period  cannot  be 
very  interesting,  as  it  chiefly  consists  in  an  annual  revolu- 
tion of  debates  in  parliament.  Debates,  in  which  the  same 
arguments  perpetually  recur  on  the  same  subjects.  .  When 
the  session  was  opened  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January, 
the  king  declared,  that  the  situation  of  affairs  both  at  home 
and  abroad  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  lay  before 
the  two  houses  any  other  reasons  for  calling  them  together, 
but  the  ordinary  despatch  of  the  public  business,  and  his 
desire  of  receiving  their  advice  in  such  affairs  as  should 
require  the  care  and  consideration  of  parliament.  The 
motion  made  in  the  house  of  commons  for  an  address  of 
thanks  implied,  that  they  should  express  their  satisfaction 
at  the  present  situation  of  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad* 
The  motion  was  carried,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
those  who  observed,  that  the  nation  had  yery  little  reason 
to  be  pleased  with  the  present  posture  of  affairs ;  that  the 
French  were  employed  in  fortifying  and  restoring  the 
harbour  of  Dunkirk,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  most 
Vol.  IL  A  a  a 
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solemn  treaties ;  that  the  British  merchmitt  had  received  no 
redress  for  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Spaniards; 
that  the  commi:rce  of  England  daily  increased :  that  no 
sort  of  trade  throve  but  the  traffic  of  'Change  Alley,  where 
the  moat  aliominable  frauds  were  practised ;  and  that  every 
session  of  parliament  opened  a  new  scene  of  villany  and 
imposition. 

$  IV.  The  pension  bill  was  once  more  revived,  and 
lost  again  in  the  house  of  peers.  All  the  reasons  foroKrly 
advanced  against  a  standing  army  were  now  repeated ;  and 
a  reduction  of  the  number  insisted  upon  with  such  wannth, 
that  the  ministerial  party  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
the  old  phantom  of  the  pretender.  Sir  Archer  Croft  said 
a  continuation  of  the  same  number  of  forces  was  the  more 
necessary,  because,  to  his  knowledge,  popery  was  tncreasiog 
very  fast  in  that  country ;  for,  in  one  parish  which  he  kneWt 
there  were  seven  popish  priests ;  and  that  the  danger  from 
the  pretender  was  the  more  to  be  feared,  because  they  did 
not  know  but  he  was  then,  breeding  his  son  a  protestant. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  observed,  that  a  reduction  of  the  army 
was  the  chief  thing  wished  for  and  desired  by  all  the  jaco- 
bites  in  the  kingdom :  that  no  reduction  had  ever  been 
made  but  what  gave  fresh  hopes  to  that  pauty,  and  encou- 
raged them  to  raise  .  tumults  against  the  government ;  and 
he  did  not  doubt  but  that,  if  they  should  resolve  to  reduce 
any  part  of  the  army,  there  would  be  post  horses  employed 
that  very  night  to  carry  the  good  news  beyond  sea  to  the 
pretender.  His  brother  Horatio  added,  that  the  number 
of  troops  then  proposed  was  absolutely  necessary  to  sup* 
port  his  majesty's  government,  and  would  be  necessary  as 
long  as  the  nation  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  having  the  pre- 
sent illustrious  family  on  the  throne.  The  futility,  the  self 
contradiction,  and  the  ridiculous  absurdity  of  these  sugges* 
tiona  were  properly  exposed :  nevertheless,  the  army  was 
voted  without  any  reduction.  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson  having 
made  a  motion  for  an  address  to  the  king,  to  know  what 
satisfaction  had  been  made  by  Spain  for  the  depredations 
committed  on  the  British  merchants,  it  was  after  a  violent 
debate  approved,  and  the  address  presented.  The  king  in 
answer  to  this  remonstrance  gave  them 'to  undersUnd,  that 
the   meeting  of  the  commissaries  of  the  two  crowns  had 
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bceti  go  long  delayed  by  wiforeteen  accidents,  that  die  con- 
ferencea  were  not  opened  till  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding 
February;  and  ^st  as  the  coutts  of  London  and  Madrid 
had  agreed  that  the  term  of  three  years  stipulated  for  finish- 
ing  the  commission  should  be  computed  from  dieir  first 
meesing,  a  perfect  account  of  dieir  proceedings  could  not 
as  yet  be  laid  before  the  house  of  commons.  A  bttt  had 
been  long  depending  for  granting  encouragement  to  die 
ftugar  colonies  in  the  West  Indies ;  but,  as  it  was  founded 
upon  a  prohibition  diat  would  have  put  a  stop  to  all  com- 
merce between  the  French  islands  and  the  British  setde- 
ments  in  North  America,  it  met  with  a  very  warm  opposi- 
tion from  those  who  had  the  prosperity  of  those  northern 
colonies  at  heart.  But  the  bill  being  patronised  and  sup- 
ported by  the  court  interest,  surmounted  all  objections  $  and 
afterwards  passed  into  a  law.  While  the  commons  delibe- 
rated upon  the  supply,  sir  Robert  Welpole  moved,  that  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds  should  be  issued  out  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.  Sir  William 
Wyndham,  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  sir  John  Barnard,  expatiated 
upon  the  iniquity  of  pillaging  a  sacred  deposit,  solemnly 
appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt.  They 
might  have  demonstrated  the  egregious  folly  of -a  measure, 
by  which  the  public,  for  a  litde  temporary  ease,  lost  the 
advantage  of  the  accumulating  interest  which  would  have 
arisen  from  the  sinking  fund  if  properly  managed  and 
reserved.  All  objections  vanished  before  the  powers  of 
ministerisd  influence,  which  nothing  now  could  check  but 
the  immediate  danger  of  popular  commotion.  Such  hazard- 
ous •  interposition  actually  defeated  a  scheme  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  minister,  and  even  before  its  appear- 
ince  alarmed  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation. 

§  V.  The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee, to  deliberate  upon  the  most  proper  methods  for  the 
better  security  and  improvement  of  the  duties  and  revenues 
charged  upon  tobacco  and  wines,  all  the  papers  relating  to 
these  duties  were  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  the  memdMSA 
the  commissioners  of  the  customs  and  excise  were  ordered 
to  attend  the  house,  the  avenues  of  which  were  crowded 
with  multitudes  of  people ;  i\ud  the  members  in  the  oppo- 
sition waited  impatiently  for   a   propostrf,   in   which   they 
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thought  the  liberties  of  their  country  to  deefdy  interealrd. 
In  a  word,  there  had  been  a  call  of  the  house  on  the  pie 
ceding  day.  The  session  was  frequent  and  full;  and  bodi 
sides  appeared  ready  and  eager  for  the  contest  when  sir 
Robert  Walpole  broached  his  design*  He  took  notice  oi 
the  arts  which  had  been  used  to  prejudice  the  people  agabst 
his  plan  before  it  was  known.  He  affirmed  that  the  cla- 
mours occasioned  by  these  prejudices  had  originally  risen 
from  smugglers  and  fraudulent  dealers^  who  had  enri<jied 
themselves  by  cheating  the  public;  and  that  these  had 
been  strenuously  assisted  and  supported  by  anoth^  set  of 
men,  fond  of  every  opportunity  to  stir  up  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  to  mutiny  and  sedition.  ^  He  expatiated  on 
the  frauds  that  were  committed  in  that  branch  of  the 
revenue  arising  from  the  duties  on  tobacco ;  upon  the  hard- 
ships to  which  the  American  planters  were  subjected  by  the 
heavy  duties  payable  on  importation^  as  well  as  by  the  ill 
usage  they  hsid  met  with  from  their  factors  and  correspon- 
dents in  England,  who,. from  being  their  servants  were  now 
become  their  masters ;  upon  the  injury  done  to  the  fair 
trader;  and  the  loss  sustained  by  the  public  with  respect  ts 
the  revenue.  He  asserted  that  the  scheme  he  was  about  to 
propose  would  remove  all  these  inconveniences,  prevent 
numberless  frauds,  perjuries^  and  false  entries,  and  addtwd 
or  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum  to  the  pub- 
lic revenue.  He  entered  into  a  long  detail  of  frauds  prac- 
tised by  the.  knavish  dealers  in  those  commodities  :'hft 
recited  the  several  acts  of  parliament  that  related  to  die 
duties  on  wine  and  tobacco :  he  declared  he  had  no  inten- 
tion to  promote  a  general  excise  :  he  endeavoured  to  obvi- 
ate some  objections  that  might  be  made  to  his  plan,  the 
nature  of  which  be  at  length  explained.  He  proposed  li 
join  the  laws,  of  excise  to  those  of  the  customs:  that  the 
further  subsidy  of  three  farthings  per  pound  charged  upon 
imported  tobacco  should  be  still  levied  at  the  custom  house^ 
and  payable  to  his  majesty's'  civil  list  as  heretofore :  that 
th^  the  tobacco  should  be  lodged  in  warehouses,  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
excise :  that  the  kcieper  of  e.uh  warehouse,  appointed  likc- 
wise  by  the  commissioners,  should  have  one.lock  and  key, 
and  the  merchant  importer  have  another  >  and  that  the 
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toliAcco  shoidd  be  thos  secured  until  the  merchattC  should 
find  vent  for  it,  either  by  exportation  or  home  consanoption : 
diat  the  part  designed  for  exportation  should  be  weighed  at 
the  customhouse,  discharged  of  the  three  farthings  per 
pound  which  had  been  paid  at  its  first  importation,  and  then 
exported  widiout  feirther  trouble :  that  the  portion  destined 
for  home  consumption  should,  in  presence  of  the  warehouse 
keeper,  be  delivered  to  the  purchaser,  upon  his  paying  the 
inland  duty  of  four-pence  per  pound  weight,  to  the  proper 
officer  appointed  to  receive  it ;  by  which  means  the  mer- 
chant would  be  eased  of  the  inconvenience  of  paying  the 
duty  upon  importation,  or  of  granting  bonds  and  finding 
sureties  for  the  payment,  before  he  had  found  a  market  for 
the  commodity ;  that  all  penalties  and  forfeitures,  so  far  as 
they  formerly  belonged  to  the  crown,  should  for  the  future 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  public*  That  appeals  in  tlus, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  cases  relating  to  the  excise,  should 
be  heard  and  determined  by  two  qr  three  of  the  judges,  to 
be  named  by  his  majesty ;  and  iti  the  country,  by  the  judge 
of  assize  upon  the  next  circuit,  who  should  hear  and  deter- 
mine such  appeals  in  the  most  summary  manner,  without 
the  formality  of  proceedings  in  courts  of  law  or  equity. 

$  VI.  Such  was  the  substance  of  the  famous  excise 
scheme,  in  favour  of  which  sir  Robert  Walpole  moved, 
that  the  duties  and  subsidies  on  tobacco  should  from  and 
after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  cease  and  determine. 
The  debate  which  ensued  was  managed  and  maintained  by 
all  the  able  speakers  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  was  answered  by  Mr.  Perry,  member  for 
the  city  of  London.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  joined  in  the 
opposition.  Sir  John  Barnard,  another  representative  of 
London,  distinguished  himself  in  the  same  cause.  He 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Pultency,  sir  William  Wyndham^ 
and  other  patriots.  The  scheme  was  espoused  by  sir  Phi- 
lip Yorke,  appointed  lord  chief  jus-tice  of  the  king's  bench, 
and  ennobled,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year.  Sir  Joseph 
Jekyll  approved  of  the  project,  which  was  likewise  strenu- 
ously defended  by  lord  Hervey,  sir  Thomas  Robinson,  sir 
WiUtam  Yonge,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Winnington,  which 
last  excelled  all  his  contemporaries  of  the  ministry  in  talents 
and  address.  Those  who  argued  against  the  scheme  accused' 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


^^4  HISTORY  Of  ENQtliND.  mS;* 

die  mlnfster  of  having  mtsrepresentcd  the  frauds,  tnd  made 
false  calculations*  With  respect  to  the  supposed  hardships 
onder  which  the  plattters  were  said  to  labour,  they  affirmed 
that  no  planter  had  ever  dreamed  of  complaining,  until 
instigated  by  letters  and  applications  from  London :  that 
this  scheme,  far  from  relieving  the  planters,  would  expose 
the  factors  to  such  grievous  oppression,  that  they  wonld 
not  be  able  to  continue  the  trade,  consequently  the  planters 
would  be  entirely  ruined  ;  and,  after  all,  it  would  not  pre- 
vent those  frauds  against  which  it  was  said  to  be  provided : 
that  from  the  examination  of  the  commissioners  of  thtf 
customs,  it  appeared  that  those  frauds  did  not  exceed  forty 
thousand  pounds  per  annum,  and  might  in  a  great  measare 
be  abolished,  by  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  in  being ;  con- 
sequently this  scheme  was  unnecessary,  would  be  ineffectual 
in  augmenting  the  revenue,  destructive  to  trade,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  subject,  as  it  tended  to  prcK 
mote  a  general  excise,  which  was  in  all  countries  considered 
as  a  grievous  oppression.  They  suggested  that  it  would 
produce  an  additional  swarm  of  excise  officers,  and  ware- 
house keepers,  appointed  and  paid  by  the  treasur}-,  so  as  to 
multiply  the  dependents  on  the  crown,  and  enable  it  still 
further  to  influence  the  freedom  of  elections:  that  d)e 
traders  would'  become  slaves  to  excise  men  and  warehouse 
keepers,  as  they  would  be  debarred  all  access  to  their  com- 
modities, except  at  certain  hours,  when  attended  by  those 
officers :  that  the  merchant,  for  every  quantity  of  tobacco 
he  could  sell,  would  be  obliged  to  make  a  journey,  or  send 
a  mes;»cnger  to  the  office  for  a  permit,  which  could  not  be 
obtained  without  trouble,  expense,  and  delay:  and  that 
should  a  laxv  be  enacted  in  consequence  of  this  motion,  it 
would  in  all  probability  be  some  time  or  other  used  as  a 
precedent  for  introducing  excise  laws  into  every  branch  of 
the  revenue :  in  which  case  the  liberty  of  Great  Britian 
would  be  no  more.  In  the  course  of  this  debate,  sir 
Robert  Wnlpole  took  notice  of  the  multitudes  which  had 
beset  all  the  approaches  to  the  house.  He  said  it  w<Hild 
be  an  easy  tnsk  for  a  designing  seditious  person  to  raise  a 
tumult  and  disorder  among  them:  that  gentlemen  might 
give  them  what  name  they  should  think  fit,  and  affirm  they 
were  come  as  humble  suppliants  t  Aut  he  knew  whom  the 
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law  c«Il^  0tardy  beggars :  and  thote  who  brought  them  to 
that  place  could  not  h^  certain  but  tbait  they  might  behave 
in  the  eanae  manqer*  This  insiauatio*  was  resented  by  sir 
J^Jtm  Barnard,  who  observed  that  merchants  of  character 
had  a  right  to  come  down  to  the  court  of  requests,  and 
lobby  of  the  house  of  commons^  in  order  to  solicit  their 
friends  and  acquaintance  against  any  scheme  or  project 
which  they  might  think  prejudicial  to  their  commerce :  that 
when  be  came  into  the  house,  he  saw  none  but  such  ae 
Reserved  the  appellation  of  sturdy  beggars  as  little  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself,  or  any  gendeman  what* 
ever.*  After  a  warm  dispute  the  motion  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  sixty-one  voices*  Several  resolutions  were 
founded  on  the  proposal :  and  to  these  the  house  agreed, 
though  not  without  another  violent  contest.  The  resolu- 
tions produced  a  bill,  against  which  petitions  were  prefer* 
red  by  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of 
JLondon,  the  cities  of  Coventry  and  Nottingham.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  that  counsel  should  be  heard  for  the  city  of 
JLondon;  but  it  was  rejected  by  the  majority,  and  the 
petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.  Had  the 
minister  encountered  no  opposition  but  that  which  appeared 
within  doors,  his  project  would  have  certainly  been  carried 
into  execution :  but  the  whole  nation,  was  alarmed,  and 
clamoured  loudly  against  the  excise  bill.  The  populace 
still  crowded  around  Westminster  hall,  blocking  up  all  the 
avenues  to  the  house  of  commons.  They  even  insulted 
the  persons  of  those  members  who  had  voted  for  the  minis- 
try on  this  occasion ;  and  sir  Robert  Walpole  began  to  be 
in  fear  of  his  life.  He,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  drop 
the  design,  by  moving  that  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
might  be  postponed  till  the  twelfth  day  of  June.  Then, 
complaint  being  made  of  the  insolence  of  the  populace, 
who  had  maltreated  several  members,  divers  resolutions 
were  taken  against  those  tumultuous  crouds,  and  their  abet-^ 
tors ;  these  resolves  were  communicated  to  the  lord  mayor 
of  JLondon,  the  sheriff  of  Middl^^sex,  and  the  high  bailiff 
of  Westminster.  Some  individuals  w^re  apprehended  in 
the  court  of  requests,  as  having  fomented  the  disturbances  i 
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but  they  were  soon  released.  The  niiscftrriage  of  the  biH 
was  celebrated  with  public  rejoicings  in  London  and  West* 
Minster ;  and  the  minister  was  burned  in  effigy  by  the 
populace.  After  the  miscarriage  of  the  excise  scheme,  the 
house  linanimously  resolved  to  inquire  into  the  frauds  and 
abuses  in  the  customs;  and  a  committee  of  twenty-one 
persons  was  chosen  by  ballot  for  this  purpose. 

$  VII.  The  subsequent  debaies  of  this  session  were 
occasioned  by  a  bill  to  prevent  the  infamous  practice  of 
stockjobbing,  which  with  great  difficulty  made  its  way  to 
the  house  of  lords,  who  proposed  some  amendments,  in 
consequence  of  which  it  was  laid  aside ;  and  succeeded  by 
another  bill  establishing  a  lottery,  to  raise  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  for  the  relief  of  these  who  had  snffisred 
by  the  charitable  corporation.  After  having  undergone 
some  alterations  it  passed  through  both  houses,  and  obtain- 
ed the  royal  assent.  The  king,  by  a  message  to  parliament, 
had  signified  his  intention  to  give  the  princess  royal  in  mar- 
riage to  the  prince  of  Orange,  promising  himself  their  con- 
currence and  assistance,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
bestow  such  a  portion  with  his  eldest  daughter  as  should 
be  suitable  to  the  occasion.  The  commons  immediately 
resolved,  that  out  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of 
lands  in  the  island  of  St.  Christophers,  his  majesty  should 
be  impowered  to  apply  fourscore  thousand  pounds,  as  a 
marriage  dower  for  his  daughter ;  and  a  clause  for  this 
purpose  was  inserted  in  the  bill,  for  enabling  his  majesty 
to  apply  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

$  VIII.  The  opposition  in  the  house  of  lords  was  stilt 
more  animated,  though  ineffectual.  The  debates  chiefly 
turned  upon  the  pension  bill,  the  number  of  land  forces, 
and  a  motion  made  by  lord  Bathurst,  for  an  account  of  the 
produce  of  the  forfeited  estates  which  had  belonged  to  the 
directors  of  the  Soutli  Sea  company.  The  trustees  for 
these  estates  had  charged  themselves  with  a  great  sum  of 
money,  and  the  lords  in  the  opposition  thought  they  had 
a  right  to  know  how  it  had  been  disposed.  The  ministry 
had  reasons  to  stifle  this  inquiry ;  and,  therefore,  opposed 
it  with  all  their  vigour.  Nevertheless,  the  motion  was 
c^ied,  after  a  warm  dispute,  and  the  directors   of  the 
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South  Sea  company  were  ordec^j  to  lay  the  a0couBt  before 
the  house*  From  this  it  appeared  that  the  large  sums  of 
money  arismg  from  the  forfeited  estateA  had  been  difttrabuted 
among  the  proprietors,  by  way  of  dividend,  even  before 
recourse  was  had  to  parliament  for  directions  in  what  man* 
ner  that  produce  should  be  applied :  lord  Bathurst,  therefore, 
moved  for  a  resolution  of  thJe  house,  that  the  disposal  of 
this  money  by  way  of  4ivide9d,  without  any  order  or  direc- 
tion of  a  general  court  for  that  purpose,  was  a  violation  o£ 
the  act  of  parliament  made  for  the  disposal  thereof,  and  a 
manifest  injustice  done  to  the  proprietors  of  :that  stock. 
The  duke  of  Nen^castle,  in  order  to  gain  time,' moved,  that 
as  the  account  was  confused,  and  almost  unintelligible,  the 
present  directors  of  the  company  might  be  ordered  to  lay 
befotre  the  hou^e  a  further  and  more  distinct  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  money  had  been  disposed*  A  violent' 
contest  ensued,  in  the  course  of  which  the  house  divided, 
and  of  fifty  •seven  peers  who  voted  for  the  delay,  forty-six 
were  such  as  enjoyed  preferment  in  the  church,  commissions 
in  the  :army,  or  civil  employments  under  the  government. 
At  length  lord  Bathurst  waved  his  motion  for  that  time : 
then  the  house  ordered  that  the  present  and  fornpier  direc- 
tors of  the  South  Sea  company,  together  with  the  late 
inspectors  of  their  accounts,  should  attend  and  be  examined* 
They  were  accordingly  interrogated,  and  gave  so  litde  satis- 
faction, that  lord  Bathurst  moved  for  a  committee  of  inquiry  ; 
but  the  question  being  put  was  carried  in  the  negative :  yet 
a  very  strong  protest  was  entered  by  the  lords  in  the  oppo- 
sition. The  next  subject  of  altercation  was  the  bill  for 
misapplying  part  of  the  produce  of  the  sinking  fund.  It 
was  attacked  with  all  the  force  of  argument,  wit,  and  decla- 
mation by  the  earl  of  Stafford,  lords  Bathurst  and  Carteret, 
and  particularly  by  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  who  had  by  this 
time  resigned  his  staff  of  lord  steward  of  the  household, 
and  renounced  all  connexidn  with  the  ministry*  Lord 
Bathurst  moved;  for  a  resolution,  importing  that,  in.  the 
opinion  of  the  hpuse,  the  sinking  fund  ought  for  the  future 
to  be  applied,  in  time  of  peace  and  public  tranquillity,  to 
the  redemption  of  those  taxes  which  were  most  prejudicial 
to  the  trade,  most  burdensome  on  the  manufactures,  and 
most  oppressive  on  the  poor  of  the  nation.  ^  This  motion 
Vol.  II.  B  b  b 
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was  otfc^nikdi  'tftiil  the  Inll  ^di^p^d  hf  tte  llMjDrk)r;  On 
tHe  eleventh  dky  bf  Jdne^  At  king  gave  the  royal  untMk  t6 
t&e  bills  that  Wel-e  pfep^ed^  atid  closed  the  ieAhiak  with  a 
speech^  in  which  he  tbok  iiotic«  of  the  #icked  etid^avours 
that  had  Been  lateljr  used  to  iiiflame  ifae  mintid  of  the  people, 
by  the  itidst  Utijiiit  miBrepfesentatimiai 

$  IX;  Europe  was  now.  reihvolv^  Ih  fresh  trottbles, 
by  a  vacancy  on  die  throne  of  PbUnul.  Augudiuft  died  at 
Warsaw  10  the  end  of  Jahuaty^  fiind  the  Hfe^Hbotltiilg  pbwm 
were  immediaieiy  itt  cotntiiotion;  Tbb  el^ttbr  of  SsUbny, 
sbh  to  th«  lafce  king  aiid  St^tiiddudi  wh<)flie  daughter  was 
dUrried  to  the  Ffeiich  nidnarth,  declared  theidselveii  eandi- 
dates  for  the  t^olish  throne.  Th^  enlpei*6r,  the  ctarbaj 
and  the  kih^  of  Prusiiai  fespoused  the  inteticatA  of  the  Saun : 
the  kin^  Of  Frahte  aiuppbrted  the  pretedslblia  of  bis  father- 
iti-lslw.  The  foreign  minisiers  at  WarSaW  tortiiwith  begw 
td  fortti  iiitrigues  among  the  electOH :  the  ftkiatqdis  dfe 
MdntiySimbassador  from  France,  eJLcrted  himself  sd  suttedi* 
fally^  th^t  he  Aoon  galtied  bVer  the  prlifatite,  afld  a  majcttnty 
of  the  catholic  dietines,  to  the  interests  bf  Stanislaus ;  Whik 
the  Ifaiperial  and  lludsian  troops  hdtered  o^  the  trolitleli 
of  Polaiid.  The  French  king  nb  Sooner  Ulldbrbtdbd  diat  a 
body  of  the  emperor's  forces  was  encamped  at  Silesia,  than 
he  ordered  the  diike  of  Berwick  td  assemble  aii  arniy  on  the 
Rhine,  ilhd  take  measures  for  entering  (Sermady,  iti  case 
the  Imperials  ^hoiild  march  into  Poland.  A  Fredch  fleet 
ifet  ^ail  fdr  Dahtzick,  while  StanisUlUs  travelled  through 
Oermatiy  lii  disguise  td  Poland,  and  tdiicealed  himself  iii 
the  house  bf  the  French  ambassador  at  Warsaw.  A4  thb 
d4y  of  election  approached,  the  Imperial,  Russian,  and 
Prussian  ministers  delivered  in  their  several  declarations; 
by  way  of  prbtest  againsi  the  contingent  ekcdoii  of  Stanis- 
laus, as  a  person  proscribed,  disqualifitid,  depending  npoh  t 
forelgti  power,  ahd  connected  with  the  l*Urkd,  and  other 
mfldels.  The  Russidn  general  Lasci  entered  P^lattd  atthe 
head  bf  fifty  thousand  men:  the  diet  of  the  election  was 
opened  With  the  u^ual  ceremony  611  the  twenty-fifth  day 
of  Augiiltt.  Priilbe  Viesd&oWiiki,  chief  of  the  Sastdn  interest, 
retired  to  the  other  side  of  the  Vistula,  i^ith  thriee  thousand 
mefi,  inbludihg  some  bf  the  tiobility  who  adhered  to  that 

pai'ty.    Nevertheless,  the  primate  proceeded  to  the  election : 

% 
% 
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Slg«iffe|l»  wm  imvAmoiVfliy  chptep  ^ing;  find  «ppear«4  ip 
Ibe  elftctoria}  fi^d*  wb^ri9  hp  wnf  r^eiyed  Fitb  Ipud  acclft; 
flMHians.  Th6  Qppo«i|^  p%ny  iQon  iocfeaj^pd  IQ  (en  tbpi|- 
•und  mQn;  protMi^d  «g^in4t  tb^  ^t^cttcm,  ftnd  joined  (br 
8umm  liirmyt  which  9dv«iip^d  by  9Pf«dy  fnarcbe^^  JSimg 
BtwltiMA  fiodiiig  himtelf  wiib)^  tp  cp|s.^  with  i^upb  ^dver^- 
Mrb»,  retired  villi  ^  primate  wd  Fr^pch  ^mb^^sadpr  ^ 
Dantfifk,  Uavfpg  the  palatine  pf  Kipw  n%  W^r^i^w.  Thi$ 
geAf^  attacked  the  Saxon  p»lape,  vbicb  w^  eurrisndered 
upon  t^rq^t:  then  the  aoldierff  ai^d  inb4blta^t«  plandere^ 
f he  honeea  bel<mging  to  the  grandeet  irbo  h>d  dec^red  fcS* 
Augustus,  as  well  as  the  hotel  of  the  Russian  minister*  If 
A^  mem  time,  the  Poles,  whq  f^ad  joined  4ie  ^mafroyites, 
fai4fog  it  ^o^r^ctipabl^  ^  JMf  the  Vifttul*  beforp  the 
f iq>iration  p^  tfie  time  i*^i  for  the  seftnipn  pf  the  diet, 
er^trted  a  kelo  at  (inwcpj^r,  vhm  the  elector  of  Saxpnjf 
fr9i9  chpsep  smd  prodiiiimed)  by  the  bishop  pf  Crsieow,  king 
of  Poland,  under  the  n^me  pf  ^ugpuatus  III.  op  the  sixth 
d?iy  of  O^ltober*  They  afterwards  parsed  the  rtyer,  wd 
the  psdiitiiie  of  Kiov  retiring  tpwardff  Cn^qw^  diey  took 
possession  of  Warsaiy,  where  in  their  turn  they  plvN:^dered 
the  palaces  and  houses  belonging  to  tbi$  gppp^ite  party. 

^  ]L,  During  these  transactions,  tl^e  French  King  conr 
eluded  a  treaty  with  Spain  find  Sardinia,  by  which  those 
]K»wers  agreed  to  declare  war  against  the  empe^^  M anir 
festos  Yere  published  reeipracally  by  a»U  the  epntraeting 
fQwers*  THU  duke  of  Qerwiek  passed  the  Ithine  in  Qctoi 
bf^t  9nd  undertook  the  siege  of  fort  X^hl,  which  in  a  hv 
diirs  wa^  surrendered  Qo  cspitulation;  then  he  repassed  the 
liver,  and  returned  tp  Versailles*  IV  king  of  S^rdinin 
h%ying  deelnred  war  against  the  emperpr,  joined  »  body  irf 
f  rench  forces  cpmrnatided  by  Marisehal,  de  Vil)ard,  and 
drove  the  Imperialists  out  pf  the  Milanese,  His  Imperial 
msyesty  dreading  the  effects  pf  such  a  powerful  cpnfederacy 
against  him,  offered  to  compromise  all  differences  with  the 
CTonrsi  of  Spain,  utlder  the  mediation  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britasa;  and  Mr.  Keen^  the  British  minister  at  Madrid, 
fropMed  an  accommodation.  Philip  expressed  his  ac- 
knowledgements to  the  king  of  England^  declaring,  b^w- 
aver,  that  the  emperor's  adyances  were  too  late ;  and  that 
his  owB  jrjpaolutioBs  were  already  ttS^n^    ^everth^fsss,  he 
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sent  orders  to  the  count  de  Montijo,hi8  ambassador  at  Lon- 
don, to  communicate  to  his  Britannic  majesty  the  motives 
which  had  induced  him  to  take  these  resolutions.  In  tbc 
mean  time  he  detached  a  powerful  armament  to  kaly,  where 
they  invested  the  Imperial  fortress  of  Aula,  the'  gfirrison  of 
of  which  was  obliged  to  surrender  themselves  'prfSdners  of 
war.  The  republic  of  Venice  declared  she  woulB  take  no 
share  in  tffe  disputes  of  Italy :  the  states  general  slgiied  a 
neutr/ility  with  the  French  king  for  the  Austrian  Nether- 
lands, without  consulting  the  emperor  or  the  king  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  the  English  councils  seemed  to  be  altogether 
pacific* 

§  XL  In  November  the  prince  of  Orange  arrived  at 
Greenwich,  in  order  to  espouse  the  princess  royal :  but  the 
marriage  was  postponed  6n  account  of  his  being  taken  ill; 
and  he  repaired  to  Bath  in  Somersetshire,  to  drink  the  water 
for  the  recovery  of  his  strength.  Henrietta,  the  young 
dutchess  of  Marlborough,  dying  about  this  time,  the  tide 
devolved  to  her  sister's  son,  the  earl  of  Sunderland.  Lord 
King  resigning  his  office  of  chancellor,  it  was  conferred  upon 
Mr.  Talbot,  solicitor  general,  together  with  the  title  of  baron ; 
a  promotion  that  reflected  honour  upon  ^ose  by  whom  it 
was  advised.  He  possessed  the  spirit  of  a  Roman  senator, 
the  elegance  of  an  Atticus,  and  the  integrity  of  a  Cato. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  in  January,  the  king  told 
them,  in  his  speech,  that  though  he  was  no  way  engaged  in 
the  war  which  had  begun  to  rage  in  £urope,  except  by  the 
good  offices  he  had  employed  among  the  contending  pc^trers, 
he  could  not  sit  regardless  of  the  present  events,  or  be  un- 
concerned for  the  consequences  of  a  war  undertaken  and 
supported  by  such  a  powerful  alliance.  He  said,  be  had 
thought  proper,  to  take  time  to  examine  the  facts  alleged  on 
both  sides,  and  to  wait  the  result  of  the  counsels  of  those 
powers  that  were  more  immediately  interested  in  the  con- 
sequences of  the  rupture.  He  declardi  he  would  concert 
with  his  allies,  more  particularly  with  the  states  general  of 
the  United  Provinces,  such  measures  as  should  be  thought 
most  adviseable  for  their  common  safety,  and  for  restoring 
the  peace  of  Europe.  In  the  mean  time,  he  expressed  his 
hope  that  they  would  make  such  provisions  as  should  secure 
his  kingdom,  rights^  and  possessions  from  all. dangers  and 

I  ' 
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iflBiilto,  and  nudntain  the  respect  doe  to  the  British  nation^ 
He  said,  that  whatever  pirt  it  might  in  the  end  be  most 
reasonable  for  him  to  act,  it  would  t^  all  views  be  necessary, 
when  ^  Europe  was  preparing  for  arms,  to  pot  hi^  king- 
dbms  in^  posture  of  de£»ice.  The  motion  for  an  address 
of  thanks  produced,  as  usual,  a  debate  in  both  houses,  which, 
k  most  be  owned,  appears  to  have  proceeded  from  a  spirit 
of  caviHing,  radier  than  from  any  reasonable  cause  of 
objection. 

$  XII.  The  bouse  of  commons  resolved  to  address  his 
majesty  for  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna.  Sir  John 
Rushout  moved  for  aifother,  desiring  that  the  lettet^  and 
instructions  relating  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
should  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  commons ; 
but,  after  a  hard  struggle,  it  was  overruled.  The  next 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sandys,  a  gentleman  who  had  for 
some  time  appeared  strenuous  in  the  opposition,  and  wrang- 
led with  great  perseverance.  He  proposed  that  the  house 
should  examine  the  instructions  which  had  been  given  to 
die  British  minister  in  Poland,  some  years  before  the  death 
of  king  Augustus,  that  they  might  be  the  better  able  to 
judge  cd*  the  causes  which  produced  this  new  rupture 
among  the  powers  of  Europe.  The  motion  being  opposed 
by  all  the  court  members^  a  contest  ensued,  in  the  course  of 
which  Mr.  Pulteney  compared  the  ministry  to  an  empyric, 
and  the  constitution  of  England  to  his  patient.  This  pre- 
tender in  physic  (said  he)  being  consulted,  teUs  the  distem* 
pered  parson,  there  were  but  two  or  three  ways  of  treating 
his  disease :  and  he  was  afraid  that  none  of  them  would 
succeed.  A  vomit  might  throw  him  into  convukions  that 
would  occasion  inunediate  death ;  a  purge  might  bring  on 
a  diarrhoea  that  would  carry  him  off  in  a  short  time :  and 
he  had  'been  already  bled  so  much,  and  so  often,  that  he 
could  bear  it  no  longer.  The  unfortunate  patient,  shocked 
at  this  declaration,  replies,  ^^  Sir»  you  have  always  pre- 
^  tended  to  be  a  regular  doctor,  but  now  I  find  you  are  an 
^^  arrant  quack.  I  had  an  excellent  constitution  when  I 
^^  fivst  iidi  into  your  hands,  but  you  have  quite  destroyed 
**  it ;  and  now  I  find  I  have  no  other  chance  for  saving  my 
^^  life,  but  by  calling  for  the  help  of  some  regular  physi- 
^  cian."    In' die  debate,  the  members  on  both  sides  seemed 
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to  vaadec  fvom  die  qaettion,  and  indulflp^  tkcfludvfts  mdi 
ludicrous  personalities*  Mr.  H«  Walpide  took  occaaion  to 
soijr,  that  the  opposttiQa  Irealcfd  the  mimstsy  as  he  Uaself 
^as  treated  by  some  of  hif  acgpaiatance^  frith  respeiA  to 
his  dress.  ^  If  I  am  in  plain  dothes  (said  he)  then  thqr 
"  call  me  a  slovenly,  dirty  fettpw ;  and  if  by  chapce  I  wear 
^*  a  laced  suit,  they  c^y,  What,  slu^l  ^ueh  an  airicvatd 
^  fellow  wear  fine  clothes  !"  He  continued  Ip  gport  in  this 
kind  of  idle  buffoonery^  He  compared  the  present  ada^iar 
istratioh  to  a  ship  at  sea*  As  long  as  the  wind  was  fair, 
and  proper  for  carrying  us  to  our  designed  por^  the  word 
was  ^^  Steady !  steady !"  but  ^hen  the  wind  began  te  shift, 
and  change,  the  word  was  necessarily  altered  to  ^  Thua, 
^^  thus,  and  no  nearer."  The  motion  was  overpowered  Iqr 
the  majority ;  and  this  was  thp  fi^te  of  several  other  propo* 
sals  made  by  the  members  in  the  opposition.  8ir  John 
gamard  presented  a  petition  from  the  druggist  and  other 
dealers  in  tea,  complftining  of  the  insults  ai)d  opprtMaion  tt 
which  (hey  were  subjected  by  the  excise  laws,  and  int^Of 
ring  reliefi  Sir  John  and  ]\f  r.  Beny,  another  of  the  dly 
members,  explained  the  grievous  hardships  whic|i  thoss 
traders  sustained,  and  moved  that  the  petition  mi^  bf 
'  refevfed  to  the  consideration  of  the  whole  hopse.  They 
were  opposed  |by  Mr.  Winning^n,  air  W.  Yonge,  and 
other  /partisans  of  the  ministry ;  and  these  skirmishes 
bropght  on  a  general  engagement  of  the  two  parties,  in 
which  every  weapon  of  satire,  argument,  ireason,  and  truth, 
was  wielded  against  that  odious,  arbitrary,  ai|d  oppressive 
method  of  collecting  the  public  revenue.  Nevertheless  die 
motion  in  favour  of  the  sufferers  wfw  rejected* 

$  XIII.  When  ^he  commons  deliberated  upon  Ar 
supples  Mr.  Andrews,  deputy  paymaster  of  the  army, 
moved  for  an  additioQ  of  ei^teen  hundred  meil  to  the 
number  of  land  forces  ivhich  had  beei|  continued  since  the 
preceding  year.  The  members  in  the  opposition  disputed 
this  small  augmentation  with  too  much  heat  and  eagerness. 
It  must  be  acknowledged,  they  were  by  this  tin)e  irritated 
into  such  personal  animosity  against  the  mii^istei^.  that  dby 
resolved  to  oppose  all  his  measures,  whether  they  asight  or 
might  not  b^  necessary  for  the  sa&ty  find  advantage  of  die 
kingdom*     Nor  indeed  were  tliey  altogether  blameafale  ibr 
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aictfftgf  dtt  thto  tni^m,  If  tbetr  8bte  afan  was  to  reiobt'e  ftbm 
tb^  cotifideiiebtntd  t^onciU  i»f  their  ^oVereign,  a  man  ^hosfe 
cbndttd:  theythcMUghtprejudleUd  to  the  interest  aiid  liberties 
of  their  eoui>iry.     Tti'Sf  cbnld  not,  however,  prevent  the 
akgmr^nCttion  ph>]^ed :  bill  they  kisoived,  if  they  cbuld 
nctt  irhoHy  ito^  th^  career  of  the  ministry,  to  throw  in  such 
a  number  of  rubs  as  should  at  least  retard  their  progress* 
TIkfe  dttke  of  Bolton  and  lord  Cobham  had  been  deprived 
6{  the  regiments  th^y  Commanded,  because  they  refused  to 
(^ticiir  •  in  iivelry  project  of  the  administration.     It  was  in 
cttnsequcttce  of  their  dismission,  that  lord  Morpeth  moved 
Amt  ia  bill  lo.prevettt  any  commission  officer,  not  abovfc  the 
rank  of  k  colonel,  fh)m  being  removed,  unless  by  a  court 
malrtid',  or  by  address  of  either  house  of  parliament.    Such 
sin  Att^k  6n-  Ae  prerogative  might  have  succeeded  in  the 
Uitteir  part  of  the  reign  of  the  first  Charles ;  but  at  this 
juMfettrt)  tottld  not  fail  to  miscarry :  yet  it  Was  sustained 
Witb  gtieftt  Vigour  and  address.     When  the  proposal  was 
^t  iftide  l^  the  ihajority,  Mr.  Sandys  moved  for  an  address 
to  the  king,  desiring  to  know  who  advised  his  majesty  to 
^etnove  the  duke  of  Bolton  and  lord  Cobham  from  their 
tM»ective  regiments.     He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Pulteney 
and  rtr  William  Wyndham :  but  the  ministry  foreseeing 
^bothei'  tedious  dispute,  called  for  the  question,  and  the 
liftOCion  was  catried  in  the  negative.     The  next  source  of 
contention  Waa  a  bill  for  securing  the  freedom  of  parliament^ 
l^liiilitkvg  the  number  of  officers  in  the  boufte  of  commons- 
It  "Prik  t«sd  it  firat  and  second  time :  but,  when  a  motion 
ima  made  for  its  being  committed^  it  met  with  a  powerful 
opposidon,  tod  produced  a  warm  debate  that  issued  in  a 
^uestidil,  which,  like  the  former,  passed  in  the  negative.  A 
clergynikatt  having  ins^iuated  in  conversation  that  sir  Wil- 
Bain  MilUbr,  baronet,  member  for  York,  received  a  pension 
(tcfOk  the  ttilniatry,  ^he  house  took  cognisance  of  this  report : 
ttle  cfeer^;ynian  acknowledged  at  the  bat*  that  he  ihight  haVe 
drb^^ped  sttdi  a  tunt  ftt>m  hearsay.     The  accused  membei- 
ptt>teated,  upon  his   honour,  that  he   never  did,  or  evei* 
Would  receive^  place,  pension,  gratuity,  or  reward  Arom  th^ 
courts  either  direcdy  or  indirectly,  for  voting  in  parliament, 
or  upon  any  oth<ftr  account  whatever.     The  accusation  Wad 
vbted  fi^is  tod  scandalous,  and  the  accuser  taken  V6ttQ  cui- 
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tody.;  hut  in  a. few  da]r»  he  was  discharged  upon  1^«>  hum- 
ble petition,  and  his  begging  pardon,  of  the  member  whom 
he  had  calumoi^ted^  The  dut>'  upop  salt  was  prolonged 
for  eight  years ;  and  a  bill  passed  against  stockjobbing. 

$  XIV.  But  the  subject  which  of  all  others  employed 
the  eloquence  and  abilities  on  both  sides  to, the  most  vigor- 
ous exertion,  was  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Bromley>  who 
proposed  that  a  bill  should  be  brought  in  for  repealing  the 
septennial  act,  and  for  the  movus  freqc^ent .  n^ieetiag  ^ukI 
calling  of  parliaments.  The  >  arguments  for  and  against 
septennial  parliaments  have  already  been  «tate4^  The 
ministry  now  insisted  upon  tbfi  increase  of  papists  and 
Jacobites,  which  rendered  it  dangeroi^  to  ^eak^n  tj^e  hands 
of  th^  government:  they  challenged  the  opposition  to  .pro- 
duce one  instance  in  which  the  least  encroachment  hadbeco 
made  on  the  liberties. of  the  people  since  the  septennial  act 
took  place:  and  they  defied  the  most  .ingenious  malice  to 
,  prove  that  his  .present  majesty  had;  ever  endeavoured  to 
extend  any  branch  of  the  prerogative  beyoiad.  its  legal 
bounds.  Sir  John  Hinde  Cotton  affirmed,  that  in  many 
parts  of  England  the  papists  had  already  begun  to  use  all 
their  influence  in  favour  of  those  candidates  who  wjsre 
recommended  by  the  ministers  as  members. in  the  easuiiig 
parliament.  With  respect  to  his  majesty's  conduct,  he  said 
he  would  not  answer  one  word  :  but  as  to  the  grievances 
introduced  since  the  law  was  enacted  for  septennia)  parlia- 
ments, he  thought  himself  more  ^  at  liberty  to  declare  his 
sentiments.  He  asserted,  that  the  septennial  law  itself  was 
an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  people  :  a  law  passed 
by  a  parliament  that  made  itself  septennial.  He  observed, 
that  the  laws  of  treason  with  regard  to  trials  were  altered 
since  'that  period ;  that  in  former  times  a  man  was  tried  by 
a  jury  of  his  neighbours,  within. the  county  wh^re  the 
crimes  alleged  against  him  were  said  to  be  committed ;  but 
by  an  act  of  a  septennial  parliament  he  might,  be  removed 
and  tried  in  any  place  where  the  crown,  or  rather,  the  min- 
istry, could  find  a  jury  proper  for  their  purpose ;  where  the 
prisoner  could  not  bring  any  witness  in  his  justification, 
without  an  expense  which  perhaps  his  circumstances  would 
not  bear.  He  asked,  if  the  riot  act  was  not  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  An  act  by  which  a  litdc 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


If3«.  «OIHatt  3gjf 

dirtf  jafitice  of  tiiB  peace^  die  menest  and  vilest  tool  a 
minister  can  ose,  who  perhaps  subsists  by  his  being  in  the 
commission,  and  may  be  deprived  of  that  subsistence  at 
the  pleasure  of  his  patron,  had  it  in  his  power  to  put  twenty 
or  thirty  of  the  best  subjects  in  England  to  immediate 
death,  without  any  trial  or  form  but  that  of  reading  a  pro- 
clamation. ^  Was  not  the  fatal  South  Sea  scheme  (said  he) 
*'  established  by  the  act  of  a  septennial  parliament?  And 
^  can  any  man  ask,  whedier  that  law  was  attended  with  any 
'^  inconvenience  i  To  the  glorious  catalogue  I  might  have 
*^  added  the  late  excise  bill,  if  it  had  passed  into  a  law; 
^  but,  thank  heaven,  the  septennial  parliament  was  near 
^  expiring  before  that  famous  measure  was  introduced." 

$  XV.  Sir  William  Wyndham  concluded  an  excellent 
speech,  that  spoke  him  the  unrivalled  orator,  the  uncor* 
rupted  Briton,  and  the  unshaken  patriot,  in  words  to  this 
effect :  ^*  Let  us  suppose  a  man  abandoned  to  all  notions  ot" 
^^  virtue  and  honour,  of  no  great  family,  and  but  a  mean 
**  fortune,  raised  to  be  chief  minister  oJF  state,  by  the  con* 
^  currence  of  many  whirasicad  events  :  afraid,  or  unwilling, 
**'  to  trust  any  but  creatures  of  his  own  making ;  lost  to  all 
^  sense  of  shame  and  reputation ;  ignorant  of  his  country's 
*^  true  interest ;  pursuing  no  aim  but  that  of  aggrandizing 
^^  himself  and  his  favourites  ;  in  foreign  affairs  trusting 
^^  none  but  those  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  education, 
**  cannot  possibly  be  qualified  for  the  service  of  their  country, 
^^  or  give  weight  and  credit  to  their  negotiations.  Let  us 
*^  suppose  the  true  interest  of  the  nation,  by  such  means^ 
*'  neglected  or  misunderstood,  her  honour  tarnished,  her 
^^  importance  lost,  her  trade  insulted,  her  merchants  plun* 
^*  dered,  and  her  sailors  murdered  ;  and  all  these  circum- 
^^  stances  overlooked,  lest  his  administration  should  be  en-* 
*^  dangered*  Suppose  him  next  possessed  of  immense  wealth 
^^  the  plunder  of  the  nation,  with  a  parliament  chiefly  com* 
^'  posed  of  members  whose  seats  are  purchased,  and  whose 
**  votes  are  bought  at  the  expense  of  the  public  treasure. 
**'  In  such  a  parliament  suppose  all  attempts  made  to  inquire 
*'  into  his  conduct,  or  to  relieve  the  nation  from  the  di&r 
*''  tress  which  has  been  entailed  upon  it  by  his  administra- 
"  tion.  Suppose  him  screened  by  a  corrupt  majority  of 
**  his  creatures,  whom  he  reuins  in  daily  pay,  or  engages 

Vol.  IL  C  c  c 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


^  HISTOBT  OF  EVGLAXD.  1^5^^ 


^  lA  his  pttticular  mtereit,  by  distributiag  among 
^  those  posts  and  places  which  ought  never  to  be  bestowed 
^  upon  any  but  for  the  good  of  the  public.  Let  him  phune 
^  himself  upon  his  scandalous  victory,  because  he  has  ob^ 
^^  tained  a  parliament  like  a  packed  jury  ready  to  acquit 
*'  him  at  all  adventures.    Let  us  suppose  him  domineering 
*^  with  insolence  over  all  the  men  of  ancient  families,  over 
^^  all  the  men  of  sense,  figure,  or  fortune  in  the  nation ;  as 
.  ^  be  has  no  virtue  of  his  own,  ridiculing  it  in  others,  and 
^^  endeavouring  to  destroy  or  corrupt  it  in  alL     With  such 
^  a  minister,  and  such  a  parliament,  let  us  suppose  a  case 
^  which   I   hope  will  never  happen :   a  prince   upon  the 
^^  throne,  un\nformed,  ignorant,^  and  unacquainted  with  the 
^  inclinations  and  true  interest  of  his  people,  weak,  capri- 
^^  cious,  transported  with  unbounded  ambition,  and  pes* 
^^  sessed  with  insatiable  avarice.     I  hope  such  a  case  will 
**  never  occur ;  but  as  it  possibly  may,  could  anj*  greater 
^'  curse   happen  to  a  nation,  than   such  a  prince  on  the 
^^  throne,  advised,  and  solely  advised,  by  such  a  minister, 
^*  and  that  minister  supported  by  such  a  parliament.     The 
*^  nature  of  mankind  cannot  be  altered  by  human  laws :  the 
^^  existence  of  such  a  prince  or  such  a  minister  we  cannot 
^^  prevent  by  act  of  parliament ;  but  the  existence  of  such 
^^  a  parliament  I  think  we  nuiy  prevent:  as  it  is  much  more 
*'*'  likely  to  exist,  and  may  do  more  mischief  while  the  sep- 
^^  tennial  law  remains,  in  force,  than  if  it  were  repealed : 
"  therefore,  I  am  heartily  for  its  being  repealed."     Not- 
withstanding the  most  warm,  the  most  nervous,  the  most 
pathetic    remonstrances    in    favour    of    the    motion,  the 
question  was   put,   and   it  was   suppressed  by  mere  dint 
of  number. 

§  XVI.  The  triumph  of  the  ministry  Was  still  more 
complete  in  the  success  of  a  message  delivered  from  the 
crown  in  the  latter  end  of  tlie  session,  when  a  great  many 
members  of  the  other  paity  had  retired  to  their  res- 
pective habitations  in  the  country.*  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  delivered  this  commission  to  the  house,  impprdng 
that  his  majesty  might  be  enabled  to  augment  his  forces,  if 
occasion  should  re(^uire  such  an  augmentation,  between  the 
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dissolution  of  this  parliament  and  the  election  of  another. 
Such  an  important  point,  that  was  said  to  strike  at  the 
foundation  of  our  liberties,  was  not  tamely  3'ielded,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  contested  with  uncommon  ardour.  The 
motion  for  taking^  the  message  into  consideration  was  car- 
ried in  the  afiirmati\fe ;  and  an  address  presented  to  the 
king,  signifying  their  compliance  with  his  desire.  In  con- 
sequence of  a  subsequent  message,  they  prepared  and  pass- 
ed a  bill,  enabling  his  majesty  to  settle  an  annuity  of  five 
thousand  pounds  for  life  on  the  princess  royal,  as  a  mark 
of  his  parental  favour  and  affection. 

$  XVII.  The  opposition  in  the  house  of  peers  kept 
pace  with  that  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  was  support* 
ed  with  equal  abilities,  under  the  auspices  of  the  lord^ 
Bathmnst  and  Carteret,  the  earls  of  Chesterfield  and  Abing* 
don.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  made, a  motion  for  a  bill 
to  regulate  the  army,  equivalent  to  that  which  had  been 
rejected  in  the  lower  house :  and  it  met  with  the  same  fate 
after  a  warm  dispute.  Then  lord  Carteret  moved  for  an 
address  to  the  king,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
acquaint  the  house  who  advised  his  majesty  to  remove  the 
duke  of  Bolton  and  lord  viscount  Cobham  from  their 
respective  regiments ;  and  what  crimes  were  laid  to  their 
charge.  This  proposal  was  likewise  rejected,  at  the  end 
of  a  debate  in  which  the  ^uke  of  Argyle  observed,  that  two 
lords  had  been  removed,  but  only  one  s#ldier  lost  his  eomr 
mission.  Such  a  great  majority  of  the  Scottish  represen- 
tatives had  always  voted  for  the  ministry  since  the  accession 
of  the  late  king,  and  so  many  of  these  enjoyed  places  and 
prefenaents  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  that  several  attempt^ 
were  made  by  the  lords  in  the  opposition,  to  prevent  for 
the  future  the  ministerial  influence  from  extending  itself  to 
the  elections  of  North  Britain.  Accordingly,  two  motions 
for  this  purpose  were  made  by  the  earl  of  Marchmoot  and 
che  duke  of  Bedford ;  and  sustained  by  the  earls  of  Ches- 
terfield, Winchekea,  and  Stair,  lords  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Bathurst,  and  Carteret.  They  were  opposed  by  the  dukes 
of  Newcastle  and  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Cholmondely,  earl 
PAuIet,  lord  Hervey,  now  called^up  by  writ  to  the  house  of 
peers,  and  lord  Talbot.  The  question  being  put  on  both^ 
tbey  were  of  course  defeated;  and  the  eari  of  Stair  was 
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deprived  of  his  regiment  of  dragoons,  after  having  per* 
formed  the  most  signal  services  to  the  royal  family,  and 
exhausted  his  fortune  in  supporting  the  interest  and  dig- 
nity of  the  crown.  Strenuous  protests  were  entered  against 
the  decision  of  the  majority  concerning  the  king's  message, 
demanding  a  power  to  augment  his  forces  during  the  recess 
of  parliament ;  as  also  against  a  bill  for  enabling  his  ma- 
jesty  to  apply  the  sum  of  one  million  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  out  of  the  sinking  fund,  for  the  services  of 
the  current  year.  The  business  of  the  session  being  des- 
patched, the  king  repaired  to  the  house  of  lords  on  the  six- 
teenth day  of  April,  and  having  passed  all  the  bills  that 
were  ready  for  the  royal  assent,  took  leave  of  this  pariia- 
ment,  with  the  warmest  acknowledgment  of  their  zeal, 
duty,  and  affection.  It  was  at  first  prorogued,  then  dis* 
solved,  and  another  convoked  by  the  same  proclamation 
On  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  the  nuptials  of  the  prince 
of  Orange  and  the  princess  royal  were  solemnized  with 
great  magnificence;  and  this  match  was  attended  with 
addresses  of  congratulation  to  his  majesty  from  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

$  XVIII.  The  powers  at  war  upon  the  continent  acted 
with  surprising  vigour.  The  Russian  and  Saxon  army 
invested  the  city  of  Dantzick,in  hopes  of  securing  the  person 
of  king  Stanislaus.  The  town  was  q^rong,  th^  garrison  numer- 
ous, and,  animated  by  the  examples  of  the  French  and  Poles, 
made  a  very  obstinate  defence.  For  some  time  they  were 
supplied  by  sea  with  recruits,  arms,  and  ammunition.  On 
the  eleventh  day  of  May  a  reinforcement  of  fifteen  hun* 
dred  men  was  landed  from  two  French  ships  of  war  and 
some  transports,  under  Fort  W^chselmunde,  which  was  so 
much  in  want  of  provisions,  that  they  were  not  admitted ; 
they  therefore  reemharked,  and  sailed  back  to  Copenhagen. 
But  afterwards  a  larger  number  were  landed  in  the  same 
place,  and  attacked  the  Russian  intrenchment,  in  order  to 
force  their  way  into  the  cit5%  They  were  repulsed  in  this 
attempt,  but  retired  in  good  order.  At  length  the  Russian 
fleet  arrived,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Gordon ;  and 
now  the  siege  was  carried  on  with  great  fury.  Fort  Wech- 
selmunde  was  surrendered :  the  French  troops  capitulated, 
and  were  embarked  in  the  Russian  ships,  to  be  conveyed 
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to  some  port  in  At  Bdtic  StanUlaos  escaped  in  the  dis* 
g;uise  of  a  peasant  to  Marienwarder  in  the  Prussian  terri- 
tortea*  The  city  of  Dantzick  submitted  to  the  dominions 
of  Augustus  III.  king  of  Poland,  and  was  obliged  to 
defray  the  expense  of  the  war  to  the  Russian  general  count 
de  Munich,  who  had  assumed  the  command  after  the  siege 
was  begun.  The  Polish  lords  at  Dantzick  signed  an  act  of 
submission  to  king  Augustus,  who,  on  the  tenth  day  of' 
July,  arrived  at  the  convent  of  Oliva,  There  a  council 
was  held  in  his  presence.  The  recusant  nobleman  took 
the  oath  which  he  proposed.  Then  a  general  amnesty 
was  proclaimed ;  and  the  king  set  out  on  his  return  to 
Dresden. 

$  XIX.  On  the  Rhine  the  French  arms  bore  down  all 
resistance.  The  count  de  Belleisle  besieged  and  took 
Traerbach.  The  duke  of  Berwick,  at  the  head  of  sii^ty 
thousand  men,  invested  Philipsburgh,  while  prince  Eugene 
was  obliged  to  renaain  on  the  defensive,  in  the  strong  camp 
at  Heilbron,  waiting  for  the  troops  of  the  empire.  Ou  the 
twelftti  day  of  June,  the  duke  of  Berwick,  in  visiting  the 
trenches,  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  and  the  command 
devolved  upon  the  marquis  d'Asfeldt,  who  carried  on  the 
operations  of  the  siege  with  equal  vigour  and  capacity. 
Prince  Eugene  being  joined  by  the  different  reinforcements 
he  expected,  marched  towavds  the  French  lines;  but  found 
them  so  strong  that  he  would  not  hazard  an  attack  ;  and 
such  precautions  taken,  that  with  all  his  military  talents  he 
could  not  relieve  the  besieged.  At  length  general  Watge- 
nau,  the  governor,  capitulated  after  having  made  a  noble 
defence,  and  obtained  the  most  honourable  conditions. 
Prince  Eugene  retired  to  Heidle|;)urg ;  and  the  campaigii 
ended  about  the  beginning  of  October.  The  Imperial 
arms  were  not  more  successful  in  Italy.  The  infant  Don 
Carlos  had  received  so  many  invitations  from  the  Neapoli- 
tan nobility,,  that  he  resolved  to  take  possession  of  that 
kingdom.  He  began  his  march  in  Febrtiary,  at  the  head 
of  the  Spanish  forces:  published  a  manifesto,  declaring 
he  was  sent  by  his  father  to  relieve  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
from  the  oppression  under  which  it  groaned ;  and  entered 
the  capital  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people ;  while 
the  count  de  Visconti,  the  German  viceroy,  finding  himself 
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unable  to  cope  widi  the  invrnders^  tfaougbt  proper*  to  retire, 
after  having  thrown  siicoours  into  Gaeta  and  Capua* 
When,  he  arrived  at  Nocera,  he  began  to  asaemble  die 
militia,  with  intent  to  form  a  camp  at  Barletta.  The  cooat 
de  Montemar  marched  with  a  body  of  forces  agauisc  thia 
general)  and  obtained  over  him  a  complete  victoiy  at 
Bitonto  in  Apuglia,  on  the  twentyi-fifth  of  May,  when  the 
Imperialists  were  entirely  roated,  and  a  great  number  of 
principal  officers  taken  prisoners.  Don  Carlos,  being  pro- 
claimed, and  acknowledged  king  of  Naples,  created  the 
count  de  Montemar  duke  of  Bitoato ;  reduced  Gaeta,  aod 
all  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  which  were  garrisoned  wkh 
Imperial  troops;  and  resolved  to  subdue  the  island  of 
Sicily.  AlMMit  twenty  thousand  troops  being  destined  for 
this  expedition  were  landed  in  the  road  of  Solaato  in  Au- 
gust, under  the  command  of  the  new  duke  of  Bitonto,  who 
being  favoured  by  the  natives,  proceeded  in  his  conquests 
with  great  rapidity.  The  people  acknowledged  Ooo  Car- 
los as  their  sovereign,  and  took  arms  in  support  of  bir 
government:  so  that  the  Imperial  droops  were  drives 
before  them,  and  the  Spaniards  possessed  the  whole  king- 
dom,  except  Messina,  Syracuse,  and  Trepani,  wh«n  ibe 
infant  determined  to  visit  the  island  in  person. 

$  XX.  While  Don  Carlos  was  tiuvs  employed  in  the 
conquest  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  the  Imperialists  were  hard 
pressed  in  Lovnbardy  by  tlie  united  forces  of  France  and 
Piedmont,  commanded  by  the  king  of  Sardmia  and  the  oM 
mareschal  duke  de  Villars.  In  the  month  of  January  they 
imdertQok  the  siege  of  Tortona,  which  they  reduced;  while 
4he  troops  of  the  emperor  began  to  pour  in  great  numbers 
into  the  Mantuan.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  count  Merci, 
who  commanded  them,  passed  the  Po  in  the  face  of  the 
allies,  notwithstanding  all  the  skill  of  Villars,  obliged  him  to 
retreat  from  the  banks  of  that  river,  and  took  the  castle  of 
Colomo.  The  old  French  general  being  taken  ill,  quitted 
the  army,  and  retired  to  Turing  where  in  a  little  time  he 
died;  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  retiring  to  the  same  place, 
the  command  of  the  allied  forces  devolved  iipon  the  mares- 
chal de  Coigny.  The  confederates  were  posted  at  Sjmguina. 
and  the  Imperialists  at  Sorbola,  when  the  count  de  Merci 
made  a  motion  to  San  Prospero^  as  if  he  intended,  either  to 
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attack  the  enemy,  or  take  possesaion  of  Parma.  The  mares- 
chal  de  Coigny  forthwith  made  a  disposition  for  an  engage- 
ment; and  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  June,  the  Imperial 
gcfieirai  Hsnring  passed  the  Parma,  began  the  attack  with 
great  impeuioshy.     He  charged  in  person  at  the  head  of 
his  troops,  and  was  killed  soon  after  the  battle  began.  Ne- 
vertheless, the  prince  of  Wirtemberg  assuming  the  com- 
mand, both  armies  fought  with  great  obstinacy,  from  eleven 
in  the  forenoon  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Impe-* 
rialists  retired  towards  Monte  Cirugalo,  leaving  five  thou- 
sand men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  among  these  many 
officers  of  distinction.     The  loss  of  the  allies  was  very  con- 
siderable, and  they  reaped  no  solid  fruits  from  their  victory. 
$  XXI.  The  Imperial  forces  retreated  to  Reggio,  and 
from  thence  moved  to  the  plains  of  Carpi,  on  the  right  of 
Sccchia,  where   they  received  some  reinforcements :  then 
general  count  KonigSegg  arriving  in  the  camp,  took  upon 
himself  the  command  of  the  army.     His  first  step  was  to 
take  post  at  Quingentolo,  by  which  motion  he  secured  MI- 
randola,  that  was  threatened  with  a  siege.    On  the  fifteenth 
of  February  he  forded  the  river  Secchia,  and  surprised  the 
quarters  of  mareschal  de  Broglio^  who  escaped  in  his  shirt 
with  great  difficulty*     The  French  retired  with  such  preci- 
pitation, that  they  left  all  their  baggage  behind,  and  above 
two  thousand  were  taken  prisoners.  They  posted  themselves 
under  Guastalla,  where,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  month 
they  were  vigorously  attacked  by  the  Imperialists,  and  a 
general  engagement  ensued.      Konigsegg  made  several  des- 
perate eflbrts  to  break  the    French  cavalry,    upon  which, 
however,  he  could  make  n»  impression.     The  infantry  on 
both  sides  fought  with  uncommon  ardour  for  six  hours,  and 
the  field  was  covered  with  carnage.     At  length,  flie  Impe- 
rial general  retreated  to  Lazara,  after  having  lost  above  five 
thousand  men,  including  the  prince   of  Wirtemberg,  the 
generals  Valpareze  and  Colminero,    with  many  other  offi- 
cers of  distinction :  nor  was  the  damage  sustained  by  the 
French  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the  Germans,  who  repassed 
the  Po,  and  took  post  on  the  banks  of  the  Oglio.  The  allies 
crossed  the  same  river,  and  the  marquis  de  Maillibois  wa« 
sent  with  a  detachment  to  attack  Mirandola ;  but  the  Im- 
perialiste  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  place^  compelled  him 
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to  abandon  the  enterprise :  then  he  rejoined  his  army,  which 
retired  under  the  wsdls  of  Cremona,  to  wait  for  soccours 
from  Don  Carlos.  So  little  respect  did  the  French  court 
pay  to  the  British  nation,  at  this  juncture,  that  iaUte  month 
of  November  an  edict  was  published  at  Paris,  commanding 
all  the  British  subjects  in  France,  who  were  not  actuaHy  in 
employment,  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  fifty,  to  quit  the 
kingdom  in  fifteen  days,  or  enlist  in  some  of  the  Irish  regi- 
ments, on  pain  of  being  treated  as  vagabonds,  and  sent  to 
the  galleys.  This  edict  was  executed  with  the  utmost  rigour. 
The  prisons  of  Paris  were  crowded  with  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain,  who  were  surprised  and  cut  off  from  all  com- 
munication with  their  friends,  and  must  have  perished  by 
cold  and  hunger,,  had  not  they  been  relieved  by  the  aaive 
charity  of  the  Jansenists.  The  earl  of  Waldegrave,  who 
then  resided  at  Paris,  as  ambassador  from  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  made  such  vigorous  remonstrances  to  the 
French  ministry  upon  this  unheardof  outrage  against  a  na- 
tion with  which  they  had  been  so  long  in  alliance,  that  they 
tliought  proper  to  set  the  prisoners  at  liberty,  and  pubUsh 
another  edict,  by  which  the  meaning  of  the  former  was 
explained  away. 

§  XXII.  While  these  transactions  occurred  on  the 
continent,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  augmented  his  land 
forces;  and  warm  contests  ^vere  maintained  through  the 
whole  united  kingdom  in  electing  representatives  for  the 
new  parliament.  But  in  all  these  struggles  the  ministerial 
power  predominated ;  and  the  new  members  appeared  with 
the  old  complexion.  The  two  houses  assembled  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  January,  and  Mr.  Onslow  was  reelected 
speaker.  The  leaders  of  both  parties  in  all  debates,  were 
the  self  same  persons  who  had  conducted  those  of  the  former 
parliament ;  and  the  same  measures  were  pursued  in  the 
same  manner.  The  king  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  gave  them  to  understand,  that  he  had  concerted 
with  the  states  general  of  the  united  provinces  such  mea- 
sures as  were  thought  most  adviseable  for  their  common 
safety,  and  for  restoring  the  peace  of  Europe :  that  they  had 
considered  on  one  side  the  pressing  applications  made  by 
the  Imperial  court  both  in  England  and  Holland,  for  obtain- 
ing succours  against  the  powers  at  war  with  the  house  ot 
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Austria ;  lyad^  on  the  other  side^  the  repeated  professions 
made  by  the  allies  of  their  sincere  dispositioa  to  put  an  end 
to  the  present  troubles  upon  honouraUe  and  solid  terms : 
that  he  and  the  states  general  had  concurred  in  a  resolution 
to  employ  their  joint  and  earnest  instances  to  bring  matters 
to  a  speedy  and  happy  accommodation ;  that  their  good  offi- 
ces were  at  length  accepted ;  and  in  a  short  time  a  plan 
would  be  offered  to  the  considenuion  of  all  parties  engaged 
in  the  w.ar,  as  a  basis  for  a  general  negotiation  for  peace. 
He  told  them  he  had  used  the  power  vested  in  him  by  the 
last  parliament  with  great  moderation;  and  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  crown  of  Denmark  of  great  import|bce  in 
the  present  conjuncture.  He  observed,  that  whilst  many 
of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe  were  actually  engaged  in 
a  war.  Great  Britain  must  be  more  or  le&s  affected  with  the 
consequences,  aad  as  the  beM  concerted  measures  are  liable 
to  uncertainty,  the  nation  ought  to  be  prepared  against  all 
events*  He,  therefore^  escpressed  his  hope,  that  his  good 
subjects- would  not  repine  at  the  necessary  means  of  pro«- 
curingthe  blessings  of  peace  and  universal  tmnquUlity,  or  .of 
putting,  him  in  a  condition  to  act  that  part  which  it  might 
be  necessary  and  incumbent  upon  him  to  take.  Th|B  address 
of  thanks  produced  la  dilute  as  usual,  which  ^nded  with  an 
acquiescence  an  the  nsotion..  The  house,  in  a  grand  com- 
mittee on  the  supply,  resolved,  thai  thirty  thousand  seamen 
should  be  employed  fqr  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year ; 
and  that  the  land  forces  shoi^  be  augpiented.to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four 
effective  men.  But  these  resolutions  were  not  taken  with- 
out dispute  and  division*  The  minister's  oppui^eots  not 
only  reproduced  all  the  reasons  which  had  been  formerly 
advanced  SEgainst  a  standing  army,  .but  they  opposed  this 
augmentation  with  extraordinary  ardour,  as  a  huge  stride 
towards  the  establishment  of  arbitrary  power. .  They  refu- 
ted those  fears  of  external  broils  on  which  the  ministry  pre- 
tended to  ground  the  (necessity  of  such  an  augmentatioja ; 
and  they  exposed  the  weak  conduct  of  .the  administration, 
in  having  contributed  to  destroy  the  balance  of  powei*,  by 
assisting  Spain  agddnst '  the  emperor  in  Italy^  so  as  t<i 
aggrandize  the  house  of  Bourbon. 

•  •     r.i.    -^ 
Vol.  II.  Ddd 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


0^  HISTOET  0F  BKGLAND.  |f^^^ 

§  XXIIL  Sir  WUliam  Wyndhaa  moved,  tlutt  die 
estimate  of  die  navy  fortheentuing  year,  mig^t  be  refeired 
to  a  select  committee.  He  expressed  his  surprise,  that 
notwithstanding  the  vast  sums  wliidi  had  been  yearly  raised, 
and  the  long  continuance  of  the  peace,  the  people  had  not 
been  quite  delivered  of  any  one  tax  incurred  in  die  prece* 
ding  war.  He  said,  he  could  not  cbmprdiend  how  it  was 
possible  to  find  pretences  for  exposing  the  nation  to  audi 
exprbitant  charges ;  and  he  cook  notice  of  some  imconscion* 
abli^  articles  in  the  accounts  of  the  navy  debt  that  lay  npoa 
the  table.  He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sandys,  andaupppitcd 
1^  Ar^  Joseph  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Pulteney :  but  after  seme 
debate,  the  motion  was  carried  in  the  negattvo.  When  the 
fiew  treaty  with  Denmark  fell  under  consideration  in  t 
grand  committee,  Mr.  H.  Walpcrie  moved,  that  the  sum  of 
fifty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  •pounds  should  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  as  a  subsidy  to  the  Dane,  ponnant 
to  the  said  treaty,  for  the  service  oif  the  ensuing  year.  The 
tlemand  did  not  meet  with  immediate  compliance.  AI 
the  lenders  in  the  opposition  exclaxmed  agaanat  the  aobsidj 
as  unnecessary  and  unreasonable.  «  They  pbserved,  that  as 
the  Englidi  had  no  particular  interest  of  their  own  for 
inducing  diem  to  engage  in  the  present  war,  but  cmly  the 
danger  to  which  4he  balance  of  power  might  be  exposed  by 
that  event ;  and  as  all  the  powvns  of  Europe  w^e  as  mncb, 
if-notBiore,  inm-ested  than  the  EngKsh  in  the  preaenraooa 
•of  that  baknee,  shotrfdit  eirer  be  Teally  endan^vad,  they 
would  certainly  engage  in  ks  defence,  without  recnivinK 
any  vufaiable  oonsidemaion  fcom  Great  Britain ;  but  shoaU 
the  >£tigliih  be  sdwwfa  «he  .fi^st  to  4ake  the  alarm  upon  my 
^fiopeore^  and  offer  bribes  and  pensions  to  all  the  princes  ia 
iDurope,  t4^  whole  charge  of  preserving  that  balance  wouM 
lih  upon  Gseat  Btitain :  every  state  would  expect  a  grati- 
fication from  her,  for  doing  that  which  it  would  otherwise 
be  obliged  to  do  for  its  own  preservation :  even  the  Dutch 
might  at  j)ast  reftise  to  assist  intriaaming  this  balance,  unless 
Britain  should  submit  to  make  the  grand  pensionary  of 
Holland  a  |>en8i6nary  of  Eng^nd,  and  take  a  number  of 
theif  forces  iitto  English  pay.  The  debate  having  bad  its 
free  course,  the  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  approved 
by  the  majority.  The  ministry  allowed  a  bill  to  be  brought 
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in  f^  lanutli^  the  number  oi  ofioers  in  tbe  house  of  com- 
Tfkoo^ ;  ^i|t  at  the  second  reading  it  was  rejected  upon  a 
4ivisioa,  after  a  learned  debate,  in  which  it  appeared  that 
ibt  opposition  had  gained  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  per- 
son of  lord  Polwarth,  scm  to  the  earl  of  Marchmont,  a 
nobleman  of  elegant  parts,  keen  penetration,  and  uncom« 
moa  vivacity,  who  spoke  with  all  the  fluency  and  fervour  of 
elocution, 

^  ]!^XI  V.  The  minority  in  the  house  of  lords  were  not 
l^es  vigilant  and  resolute  in  detecting'  and  opposing  every 
measure  which  they  thought  would  redound  to  the  preju- 
dice of  their  cquiitry.  But  the  most  remarkable  object 
that  ent^iloyed  their  attention  during  this  session  was  a.  very 
ext7?K>rdinary  petition,  subscribed  by  the  dukes  of  Hamilton, 
Quewsberry,  and  Montipse,  the  earls  of  Dundonald^ 
March^mimt,  and  Suir,  representitig  that  undue  influence 
had  been  used  for  canying  on  the  election  of  the  sixteen 
peers  for  Scotland.  The  duke  of  Bedford,  who  delivered 
their  petition  to  the  house  proposed  a  day  for  taking  it  into 
consideration  ;  and  to  this  they  agreed.  It  was  afterwards 
inoved,  that  the  consideration  of  it  should  be  adjourned  to 
a  short  day,  before  which  the  petitioners  should  be  ordered 
to  declare  whethpr  they  intended  to  controvert  the  last 
eleetion  of  all  the  sixteen  peers,  or  the  election  of  any^ 
and  ^hich  of  them.  Thie  afiair  was  of  such  an  unprece- 
dented nature,  that  the  house  seemed  to  be  divided  in 
opinion  about  the  matter  in  which  they  ought  to  proceed* 
The  partisans  of  the  ministry  would  have  willingly  stifled 
the  inquiry  in  the  b^inning;  but  the  petitioners  were 
so  strenuously  supported  in  their  claim  to  some  notice,  by 
the  earls  of  Chesterfield,  Abingdon,  and  Straflbrd,  the  lords 
Bathurst  and  Carteret,  that  they  could  not  dismiss  it  at 
ooce  3frith  any  regard  to  decorum*  The  order  of  the  house, 
accofUltog  tatfie  motion  explained  above,  being  communi* 
^ntsd  by  the  lord  chancellor  to  the  petitiooers,  they  wuted 
on  him  wHh  a  decleratian,  importing  that  they  did  not 
ipiend  to  controvert  the  eleetion  or  ncturo  of  the  sixteen 
peets  for  Scotland;  iM,  they  thiMight  it  ^heir  duty  to  lay 
jbe^re  thoir  V^dshijps  the  evidence  of  such  bets  and  undue 
methods  as  appeared  to  them  to  be  dangerous  to  the  con* 
stitution;  and  might  in  future  elections  equally  aflect  the 
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right  of  the  present  sixteen  peers,   as   that  of  the  other 
peers  of  Scotland  if  not  prevented  by  a  proper  remedj'. 
This  declaration  being  repeated  to  the  house,  the  duke  of 
Devonshire  made  a  motion,  that  the  petitioners  might  be 
ordered   to  lay  before   the  house  in  writing,  instances  of 
those  undue  methods  and  illegal  practices  upon  which  they 
intended  to  proceed,   and  the   names  of  the  persons  they 
suspected  to  be  guilty.      He  was  warmly  opposed  by  the 
country  party ;  and  a  long  debate  ensued  ;  after  which  the 
question  was  carried  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and  the  order 
sigpified  to  the  "petitioners.     Next  day  their  answer  was 
read  to  the  house  to  this  eifect :  that  as  they  had  no  inten- 
tion to  state  themselves  accusers,  they  could  not  take  upon 
them  to  name  particular  persons  who  might  have  been  con- 
cerned in  those  illegal  practices ;  but  who  they  were  would 
undoubtedly  appear  to  their  lordships  upon  their  taking  the 
proper  examination :  nevertheless,  they  did  humbly  acquaint 
their  lordships,  that  the  petition  was  laid  before  them  upon 
information,  that  the  list  of  the  sixteen  peers  for  Scotland 
had  been  framed  previous  to  the  election,  by  persons  in  high 
trust  under  the  crown :  that  this  list  was  shown  to  peers, 
as  a  list  approved  by  the  crown ;  and  was  called  the  Icing's 
list,  from  which  there  was  to  be  no  variation,  unless  to 
make  way  for  one  or  two  particular  peers,  on  conditioii 
they  should  conform  to  measures :  that  peers  were  solicited 
to  vote  for  this  list,  without  the  liberty  of  making  any 
alteration :  that  endeavours  were  used  to  engage  peers  to 
vote  for  this  list  by'promise  of  pensions,  and  offices  civil 
and  military  to  themselves  and  relations,  as  well  as  by  offers 
of  money :  that  sums  were   given   for  this  purpose :  that 
pensions,  offices,  ami  releases  of  debts  ovring  to  the  crowa 
were  actually  granted  to  peers  who  concurred  in  voting  for 
this  list,  and  to  their  relations :  that  on  tlfe  day  of  election 
a  batulion  of  his  majesty's  troops  were  drawn  up  in  the 
Abbey  court  of  Edinburgh,  contrary  to  custom,  and  widi- 
out  any  apparent  cause  but  that  of  overawing  liie  electors. 
This  answer  gave  rise  to  another  violent  dispute ;  but  the 
majority  voted  it  unsatisfactory,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
jected, though  the  resolution  was  clogged  with  a  vigoitHis 
protest. 
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§  XKV«  Notwithstmnding  this  discountgeoient  the  earl 
o£  Abmgdi>n  moved^  that  although  the  petition  was  dismiss- 
edf  an .  inquiry  might  be  set  on  foot  touching  an  aflfair  of 
siDch  consequence  to  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom.*     The 
earl  of  Ila^  declaring  his  belief,  that  no  such  illegal  methods 
had  beea  practised^  the  other  produced  a  pamphlet,  entitled* 
The  Protests  of  a  great  Number  of  noble  Lords,  entered  by 
them  at  the  last  election  of  Peers  for  Scotland.     Exceptions 
being  taken  to  a  pamphlet,  as  an  object  unworthy  of  their 
notice,  lord  Bathurst  exhibited  an  authentic  copy  of  those 
protests^  extracted  from  the  journal  of  that  election,  signed 
by  the  two  principal  clerks,  and  witnessed  by  two  gendemen 
then  attending  in  the  lobby.     These  were  accordingly  read, 
and  plainly  demonstrated  the  truth  of  the  allegations  con- 
tained  in  the  petition.     Nothing  could  be  more  scandalous, 
arrogant,  mid  shamefully  flagrant  than  the   conduct  and 
deportment  of  those  who  acted  the  part  of  understrappers 
to  die  ministry  on  this  occasion.    But  all  this  demonstration, 
adorned  and  enforced  by  the  charms  and  energy  of  elo- 
quence, was  like   preaching  in  a  desert.     A  motion  was 
made  for  adjourning,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative :  a  pro- 
test was  entered,  and  the  whole  affair  consigned  to  oblivion. 
Divers  other  motions  were  made  successively  by  the  lords 
in  the  opposition,  and  rejected  by  the  invincible  power  of  a 
majority.     The  uninterrupted  success  of  the  ministry  did 
not,  however,  prevent  them  from  renewing  the  struggle  as 
often  as  an  opportunity  offered.     They  disputed  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  salt  tax,  and  the  bill  for  enabling  the  king 
to  apply  the  sum  of  one  million  out  of  the  sinking  fund  for 
the  service  of  the  current  year,  though  success  did  not 
attend  their  endeavours.     They  supported  with  all  their 
might  a  bill  sent  up  from  the  commons,  explaining  and 
amending  a»  act  of  the  Scottish  parliament,  for  preventing 
^  wrongjggf  imprisonment,  and  against  undue  delays  in  trials. 
This  was  all  the  natives  of  Scotland  had  in  lieu  of  the 
habeas  corpus  act;  though  it  did  not  screen  them  from 
oppression.     Yet  the  earl  .of  Ilay  undertook  to  prove  they 
were  on  a  footing  with  their  neighbours  of  England  in  this 
asespect ;  and  the  bill  was  thrown  out  on  a  division.     The 

•An.  ins. 
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sessioD  was  closed  on  the  fiftecnlih  of  Jllay,  whett  tlie  king 
ui  his  speech  to  both  houses,  dedbred^  that  the  plaM  of 
pacification  concerted  between  him  and  tiie  stales  general 
had  not  produced  the  desired  effect.  He  liuaiked  thie 
commons  for  the  supplies  they  had  granted  with  such  cheer* 
fnhiess  and  despatch.  He  signified  fais  intentian  to  visit 
his  German  dominions ;  and  told  them  he  should  oeostitnte 
the  queen  regent  of  the  realm  in  his  absence.  ImmedisS^ 
after  the  prorogation  his  majesty  embarked  for  HeUandt  in 
his  way  to  Hanover. 

$  XXVI.  By  this  time  the  good  underataadiBg  between 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Lisbon  was  dcatvoyed  by 
a  remarkable  incident.  The  Portuguese  ambassador  at 
Madrid  having  allowed  hts  servants  to  rescue  a  criminsl 
from  the  officers  of  justice,  all  the  servants  ooncemed  in  that 
rescue  were  dragged  from  his  house  to  prison,  by  die 
Spanish  king's  order,  with  circumstances  of  rigoor  and 
disgrace.  His  Portuguese  majesty  being  informed  of  this 
outrage,  ordered  reprisals  to  be  made  upon  the  serrants  of 
the  Spanish  ambassador  in  Lisbon.  The  two  miniateiv 
withdrew  abrupdy  to  their  respective  courts.  The  two 
mpnarchs  expressed  their  mutual  resentment.  The  king  of 
Spain  assembled  a  body  of  troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Pot** 
tugal;  and  his  Portuguese  majesty  had  recourse  to  the 
asHistance  of  king  George.  Don  Marcos  Antonio  d'Alae* 
veda  was  despatched  to  London,  with  the  character  of 
envoy  extraordinary;  and  succeeded  in  his  conoBission 
acccording  to  his  wish.  In  a  little  time  after  the  kin|fs 
departure  from  England,  sir  John  Norris  sailed  from  Spit^ 
head  with  a  powerful  squadron,  in  order  to  pcotieot  the 
Portuguese  against  the  Spaniards ;  and  on  the  ninth  day  of 
June  arrived  at  Lisbon,  where  he  was  welcomed  as  a  deli- 
verer. Mr.  Keene,  die  British  envoy  at  the  court  of  Spain, 
had  communicated  to  his  catholic  majesty  the  resolutioa  of 
his  master  to  send  a  powerful  squadron  to  Lisbon,  wiii 
orders  to  guard  that  coast  from  insnlts,  and  secure  the 
Brazil  fleet,  in  which  the  merchants  of  GreUt  Britain  wene 
deeply  interested.  Don  Joseph  Patinho,  minister  of  his 
catholic  majesty,  delivered  a  memorial  ta  Mn  ICoene,  repfffr* 
senting,  that  such  an  expedition  would  aifect  the  commerce 
of  Spain,  by  intinfiidating  foreign  merchants  from  embarking 
% 
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dicir  merdttttdixe  in  die  ilotm.  Bat,  in  sU  probahilttj,  tt 
pievcaitd  a  rvpture  between  the  two  crowns,  and  disposed 
the  king  of  Spaki  to  liBten  to  terms  of  accommodation. 

^  XXVII.  The  powers  in  aUaanoe  agatiHt  die  house  of 
AiMtria,  having  rejected  the  plan  of  pacification  concerted 
hy  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the  states  general,  Mr. 
Walpole,  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  presented  a  memorial 
to  their  high  mightinesses,  desiring  they  would,  without 
loss  of  time,  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of  defence  by  an 
aogmentation  of  their  forces  at  sea  and  land :  that  they 
wig^t  takesnch  vigorous  steps  in  concert  with  Great  Britain, 
as  the  future  conjuncture  of  aSiirs  mi^t  require.     But 
b^ore  tteey  would  subject  themselves  to  such  expense,  they 
resolved  to  make  further  trial  of  their  influence  with  the 
powers  in  alliance  against  the  emperor ;   and   conferences 
were  renewed  witli  the  ministers  of  those  allies.      The 
afitfrs  of  Poland  Iwcame  more  and  more  unfavourable  to 
file  interest  of  Stanislaus;  for  though  a  great  number  of  th? 
Polish  nobility  engaged  in  a  confederacy  to  support  hts 
daim,  and  made  repeated  efforts  in  his  behalf,  the  palatine 
of  Kiow  submitted  to  Augustus ;  and  even  his  brother  the 
primate,  after  having  sustained  a  long  imprisonment,  ami 
many  extraordinary  hardships,  was  obliged  to  acknowledge 
that  prince  his  sovereign.     In  Italy  the  arms  of  the  allies 
still  conttaued  to  prosper.     Don  Carlos  landed  in  Sicily, 
and  leduocd  the  whdbe  island,  almost  without  opposition ; 
while  the  Imperialists  were  £ou^  to  abandon  all  the  terri- 
toiies  they  possessed  in  Italy,  except  the  Mantuo.     I1)e 
easperor  being  equally  unable  to  cope  with   the   French 
amies  on  the  Rhine,  im^ored  succours  of  the  czarina,  who 
seat  thirty  tboosand  men  to  his  assistance.     This  vigorous 
interposition,  and  the  success  of  Augustus  in  Poland,  dis- 
posed the  court  of  Versaifles  to  a  pacification.     A  secret 
negotiation  was  begun  between  France  and  the  house  of 
Austria;  and  the  preliminaries  were  signed   without  the 
concurrence   or   knowledge   oi  Spain,  Sardinia,   and  she 
maritime  powers.     In  these  articles  it  was  stipidated,  that 
Faance  should  restore  all  the  conquests  she  had  made  in 
Germany :  that  the  reversion  of  the  dukedom  of  Tuscany 
should  be  vested  in  die  duke  of  Lorraine :  That  Lorraine 
^ould  be  allotted  to  king  Stanislaus  ;  and  after  his  death 
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be  united  to  the  crown  of  France :  that  the  emperor  should 
possess  the  Milanese,  the  Mantuan,  and.  Parma :  that  the 
king  of  Sardinia  shoulci  enjoy  Vigevano  and  Novara :  that 
Don  Carlos  should  be  acknowledged  king  of  Naples  and 
Sicily,  and  .retain-  the  island  of  Elba,  with  all  the  Spanish 
territories  on  the  coast  of  Tuscany ;  and  that  France  should 
guarantee  the  pragmatic  sanction. 

$  XXVIII.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  returned  from 
Hanover  to  England  in  the  month  of  November ;  and  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  January  opened  the  session  of  parlia- 
ment* On  this  occasion  he  congratulated  them  on  the  near 
prospect  of  a  general  peace  in  Europe,  in  consequence  of 
the  preliminary  articles  in  which  the  emperor  and  the  king 
of  France  had  agreed ;  and  of  which  he  had  expressed 
his  approbation,  as  t'hey  did  not  diflfer  in  any  essential  point 
from  the  plan  of  pacification  which  he  and  the  states  gene- 
ral had  offered  to  the  belligerent  powers.  He  told  them, 
that  he  had  already  ordered  a  considerable  reduction  to  be 
made  in  his  forces  both  by  sea  and  land ;  but  at  the  same 
time  observed  it  would  be  necessary  to  continue  some 
extraordinary  expense,  until  a  more  perfect  reconciliation 
should  be  established  among  the  several  powers  of  Europe. 
An  address  of  thanks  was  unanimously  voted,  presented, 
and  graciously  received.  After  the  house  had  received 
several  petitions  from  different  counties  and  gentlemen, 
complaining  of  undue  influence  in  elections  for  members  of 
parliament,  it  proceeded  to  consider  of  the  supply,  and  sir 
Charles  Wager  moving  that  fifteen  thousand  seamen  should 
be  employed  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  pro- 
posal was  approved  without  opposition.  But  this  was  not 
the  case  with  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  ^^  that  the 
^^  ordinary  estimate  of  the  navy  should  be  referred  to  a 
*'*'  select  committee."  The  ministry  discouraged  all  such 
prying  measures :  a  debate  was  produced,  the  house  divi- 
ded, and  the  motion  was  rejected.  Such  was  the  fate  of 
a  motion  for  raising  the  supplies  within  the  year,  made  by 
Mr.  Sandys,  and  supported  by  sir  John  Barnard,  Mr. 
Willimot,  and  other  patriots,  who  demonstrated,  that  this 
was  a  speedy  and  practicable  expedient  for  discharging  the 
national  debt,  lowering  the  interest  of  money,  reducing  the 
price  of  labour,  and  encouraging  a  spirit  of  commerce. 
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$  XXIX«  The  bi&  for  Kmiting  the  number  of  officers 
m  the  house  of  commons  was  again,  revived*  The  king 
was  impowered  to  borrow  $ix  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
chargeable  on  the  sinking  fund,  for  the  service  of  the  ensu- 
ing year,  though  this  power  was  not  easily  granted ;  and 
the  house  resolved  to  lay  a  duty  of  twenty  shillings  per 
gaU<m  on  all  spirituous  liquors,  after  it  had  appeared  to  the 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  that  those  spirits 
were  pernicious  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people. 
To  this  resolution  was  added  another,  which  amounted  to 
a  total  prohibition,  namely,  that  fifty  pounds  should  be 
yearly  paid  to  his  majesty  for  a  license  to  be  annually 
taken  out  by  every  person  who  should  vend,  barter,  or 
utter  any  such  spirituous  liquors.  Mr.  Walter  Plumer,  in 
a  well  concerted  speech,  moved  for  the  repeal  of  some 
clauses  in  the  test  act :  these  he  represented  as  a  species  of 
persecution,  in  which  proteatant  dissenters  were  confounded 
with  die  Roman  catholics  and  enemies  to  the  establishment. 
He  was  sustained  by  lord  Polwarth  and  Mr*  Heathcote ; 
but  sir  Robert  Walpole  wks  joined  by  Mr.  Shippen  against 
the  motion  as  dangerous  to  the  established  church :  and 
the  question  being  put,  it  w^s  carried  in  the  negative. 
When  sir  Joseph  Jekyll  presented  to  the  house,  according 
to  order,  a  bill  founded  on  the  resolutions  they  had  taken 
against  spirituous  liquors,  sir  Robert  Walpole  acquainted 
them,  by  his  majesty's  command,  that  as  the  alterations 
proposed  to  be  made  by  that  bill  in  the  duties  charged 
upon  all  spirituous  liquors  might,  in  a  great  degree,  aiFect 
some  part  of  the  civil  list  revenues,  his  majesty,  for  the 
sake  of  remedying  so  great  an  evil  as  was  intended  by  that 
bill  to  be  prevented  did  consent  to  accept  any  other  reve* 
nue  of  equal  value,  to  be  settled  and  appropriated  in  lieu 
of  his  interest  in  the  said  duties.*  The  bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  consigned  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house ;  but  that  for  limiting  the  number  of  offices  in  the 
house  of  commons  was  thrown  out  at  the  second  reading. 
Petitions  against  the  bill  touching  the  retail  of  spirituous 
liquors,  were  presented  by  the  traders  to  the  British  sugar  ^ 
colonies,  by  the    merchants    of   Bristol    and  Liverpool, 
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Respecting  th6  hdf  cUhipft  to  wKidlt  tlfldjr  Hr^aldt  h6  exposed 
bj  a  law  which  fltnounted  t6  si  {sfdttlbitidfl  at  turn  and 
spirits  didttlted  ftom  tnb\t»s€i*  III  €Diise4u«ie«  Of  these 
remotiStranced,  A  Mitigating  tltos^  waft  Itiserted  in  fifevottf 
6f  tte  composition  knoWn  by  the  itatne  df  putieh,  ttd  dis« 
lillBrt^wcre  permitted  to  exefci*e  atty  rtthef  tTApkryttkcnt 
The  ^H^Vn  of  seventy  thousand  pounds  iras  ttoted  fat  making 
good  the  deficiencies  that  (night  happen  t«i  the  citil  Ikt  Iff 
this  bill,  t^hich  sit  length  passed  through  the  house,  though 
hot  itrithout  reiterated  disputes  and  warm  altercation.  Vio- 
lent oppoditiofi  was  likewise  made  to  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  people  cdled  Quakers,  who  dffefed  ft  petition,  tepre- 
'  ^entiiig,  that  though  from  m6tiveir  6f  cotiSicienee  the/ 
Refused  the  payment  of  tithes,  church  rates,  oUinions,  and 
ecclesiastical  dUed,  they  were  exposed  to  grievous  sufTeritlgH 
by  prosecutioh  in  the  exchequer,  ecclesiastical,  ^Ud  other 
Courts,  to  the  imprisonment  of  their  persons,  and  the  raitt 
of  them  and  their  families.  A  bill  beihg  prepared  for  their 
teli^f,  Was  read  and  printed :  then  petitions  were  preferred 
Against  it  bv  the  clergy  of  Middlesex,  and  6t  thafty  dther 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Counsel  was  heard  in  behalf  of  those 
petitioners,  and  several  sdterations  propoflled  hi  the  bill, 
ili^hich  after  long  arid  repeated  debates  surmounted  aH 
toppositibn,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  lords. 

5  XXX.  In  titfc  month  of  February  the  kirig  had  scat 
two  members  of  the  pt-ivy  Council  to  the  prince  of  WdM, 
With  a  messtlge,  proposing  a  marriage  between  his  royal 
highness  and  the  princess  of  Saxegotha.  The  proposal 
being  agreeable  to  the  prince,  the  marriage  was  celebrated 
on  the  twenty^Ci^enth  day  (9t  April.  Uport  this  occasion 
Mr.  Pulteney  moved  for  an  address  of  congratulation  to 
his  majesty,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Oeohge  Lytdeton 
bnd  Mr.  William  Pitt,  who  seized  this  opportunity  of  pro-^ 
tiouncing  elegatit  panegj'rics  on  the  prince  of  Wales  and 
his  amiable  consort.  These  two  young  members  soon  dis* 
tinguished  themselves  in  the  house  by  their  eloquence  and 
superior  talents.  The  attention  of  the  house  was  after- 
Wards  converted  to  a  bill  for  the  preventing  of  smuggling; 
and  another  (or  explaining  the  act  for  the  more  eftctual 
preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  election  of  mem- 
b^rs  to  serve  in  parliament.     Both  made  their  way  through 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


the  low^r  bo09^  Iia4  V^^i^  «e«t  up  to  the  )or4e  for  th^ir  c4e^« 
ciurrence*  Tbe  luimber  of  famd  fofcejft  vot^d  for  thie  service 
of  thi^  current  ye^  iri^  reduced  to  &«VieDt^n  thousand  seven 
JMuodred  and  four  effective  noep*  The  supplies  were  raised 
by  the  malt  tax,  and  land  tax  at  two  shillings  in  the  pounds 
udditiooal  duties  otp  mum,  cider,  and  p^rry«  stamped  yellum, 
parchafteol^,  an<^|a^r ;  and  by  an  act  empowering  his  m;ijest}r 
to  borrow  six  ooadred  thoutwd  pounds  from  the  jinking 
food.  In  tius  8^»io«  the  parliament  repealed  the  old  stai* 
Uitea  of  England  and  Scotland  against  coiyuratiop,  witch- 
craft, and  dealing  wiih  evil  dfmt4*  The  commons  likewis(9 
pi«p^ed  a  bill  to  restrain  the  disposition  of  lands  in  Mort*^ 
mainif  wbeneby  diu^  became  uAalienable^  Against  this 
measure  potions  vcre  presented  by  the  two  universities, 
^  colleges  of  f^ton,  Winchester,  and  Westminster,  and 
dirers  hoapitals  that  subsisted  by  charitable  donations.  Ia 
iayour  of  the  univieraues  and  colleges  a  particular  exempt- 
oig  daiiae  vras  inserted*  Several  other  amendments  were 
made  in  the  bill,  which  passed  through  bod»  houses,  and 
obtaioed  the  royal  assent.  Among  tbfi  acts  |iassed  in  this 
aesaioB,  was  one  for  naturalising  ber  royal  highness  the 
frincess  of  Wales;  and  aiwHher  for  building  a  bridge 
across  the  Thames  irom  New  Falace  yard,  in  the  city  of 
Weatminstcr,  to  the  opposite  sfaoce  in  the  county  of  Sur- 
rey. The  points  chiefly  deha^  in  the  house  of  lords 
wr«re  the  address  of  thanks  foir  his  majesty's  speech,  the 
Mortmain  bill^  the  quaker's  bill,  which  was  thrown  out| 
and  that  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling,  which  did  not 
pass  iwithattt  division  and  protest.  On  the  twentieth  day 
of  May  the  king  dosed  the  session  with  a  speech,  in  whioh 
be  told  both  houses,  that  a  further  convention,  touching  the 
execution  of  the  preliminaries,  had  been  made  aud  commu^ 
aicated  to  .him  by  the  emperor  and  most  christian  king : 
and  that  inegotiations  were  carrying  on  by  the  several  pow- 
ers engpiged  in  .the  late  war,  iiv  order  to  settle  a  general 
pacification.  He  expressed  great  concern  at  seeing  such 
seeds  ^f  dissatisfac^on  sown  among  his  people :  he  pro- 
tested -it  was  his  desire,  and  should  be  his  care,  to  preservic 
the  present- CGBiatimtion  in  church  and  state,  as  by  law 
established:  he  reconunended  bannony  and  mutual  aifec^ 
^on  aflMBg  all  protestantp  of  the  nation^as  the  great  aecn^ 
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rity  of  that  1iat>py  establishment ;  and  signified  his  intentioa 
to  visit  his  German  dominions.  Accordingly  the  parlia« 
ment  was  no  sooner  prorogued  dian  he  set  out  for 
Hanover,  after  having  appointed  the  queen  regent  in  his 
absence. 

$  XXltl.  Such  a  degree  of  licentiousness  prevailed 
over  the  whole  nation,  that  the  kingdom  jras  filled  with 
tumult,  and  riots,  which  might  have  bem-  grevented  by 
proper  regulations  of  the  civil  government  in  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws.  The  most  remarkable  of  these 
disturbances  happened  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  seventh  day  cf 
September.  John  Porteous,  who  commanded  the  goaid 
paid  by  that  city,  a  man  of  brutal  disposition  and  abandon- 
ed moral^  had,  at  the  execution  of  a  smuggler,  been  pro- 
voked by  some  insults  from  the  populace  to  order  hb  men, 
without  using  the  previous  formalities  of  the  law,  to  fire 
with  shot  among  the  croy^d ;  by  which  precipitate  order 
several  innocent  persons  lost  their  lives.  Porteous  was 
tried  for  murder,  convicted,  and  received  sentence  of  death; 
but  the  queen,  as  guardian  of  the  realm,  thought  proper  to 
indulge  him  with  a  reprieve.  The  common  people  of 
Edinburgh  resented  this  lenity  shown  to  a  criminal,  who 
was  the  object  of  their  detestadon.  They  remembered 
that  pardons  had  been  granted  to  divers  military  delin- 
quents in  that  country,  who  had  been  condemned  by  legd 
trial.  They  seemed  to  think  those  were  encouragemtnts 
to  oppression :  they  were  fired  by  a  national  jealousy ;  diey 
were  stimulated  by  the  relations  and  friends  of  those  who 
had  been  murdered :  and  they  resolved  to  wreak  dieir  ven- 
geance on  the  author  of  that  tragedy,  by  depriving  him  of 
life  on  the  very  day  which  the  judges  had  fixed  for  his 
execution.  Thus  determined^  they  assembled  in  difiereot 
bodies,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night.  They  blocked  up  the 
gates  of  the  city,  to  prevent  the  admission  of  the  troops 
that  were  quartered  in  the  suburbs.  They  surprised  and 
disarmed  the  town  guards ;  they  broke  open  the  'prison 
doors;  dragged  Porteous  from  thence  to  the, place  of  e:ie- 
cution ;  and,  leaving  him  hanging  by  the  neck-on  a  dyer's 
pole,  quietly  dispersed  to  their  several  habitations.  This 
exploit  was  performed  with  such  conduct  and: deliberation 
as  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  a  plan  formed  by  soam  per- 
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Bom  of  coroeqoence ;  ky  therefore,  became  the  object  of  a 
veiy  severe  inquiry* 

$  XXXII.  Doriog-this  summer  a  rupture  happened 
between  the  Turks  and  the  Russians,  which  last  reduced  the 
city  of  Asoph  on  the  Black  Sea,  and  overran  the  greatest 
part  of  Crim  Tartary.  The  czarina  decbu*ed  war  against 
the  Ottoman  porte,  because  the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea  had 
made  incursions  upon  her  frontiers;  and  when  she  con^* 
plained  of  these  disorders  to  the  vizir,  she  received  no 
satisfaction ;  besides  a  large  body  of  Tartars  had,  by  order 
of  that  minister,  marched  through  the  Russian  provinces  in 
despite  of  the  emfH'ess,  and  committed  terrible  havoc  in 
their  route.  The  emperor  was  obliged  to  engage  as  a  partf 
in  diis  war,  by  a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive,  which  he 
had  many  years  before  concluded  with  the  czarina.  Yet^ 
before  he  declared  himself,  he  joined  the  maritime  powera 
in  offering  his  mediation  to  the  sultan,  who  was  very  well 
disposed  to  peace ;  but  the  czarma  insisted  upon  her  retaining 
Asoph,  which  her  forces  had  reduced ;  and  this  preliminary 
artide  being  rejected,  as  dishonouraUe  to  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire, the  court  of  Vienna'  began  to  make  preparations  for 
war.  By  this  time  all  the  belligerent  powers  in  Italy  had 
agreed  to  the  preliminaries  of  peace  concluded  between  the 
emperor  and  France.  The  dvke  of  Lorraine  had  espoused 
the  emperor's  eldest  daughter,  the  archduchess  Maria 
Theresa,  and  ceded  Lorraine  to  France,  even  before  he 
succeeded  to  TuscMiy.  Don  Carlos  was  crowned  king  of 
Sicily  t  Stanislaus  abdicated  the  crown  of  Poland ;  and 
Angustus  was  universally  acknowledged  sovereign  of  that 
kingdom.  The  preliminaries  were  approved  and  accepted 
by  the  diet  of  the  empire :  the  king  of  Spain  sent  orders  for 
his  troops  to  evacuate  Tuscany ;  and  the  provinces  in  Italy 
yielded  to  the  house  of  Austria.  Prince  Eugene,  who 
had  managed  the  interest  of  the  emperor  on  this  occasion, 
did  not  live  to  see  the  happy  fruits  of  his  negotiation,  fle 
died  at  Vienna,  in  April,  at  the  age  of  seventy -three, 
leaving  behind  him  the  character  of  an  invincible  hero  and 
consummate  politician.  He  was  not  long  survived  by 
count  Staremberg,  another  Imperial  general  who  ranked 
next  to  the  prince  in  military  reputation.  About  the  same 
time  Great  Britain  sustained  a  national  loss  in  the  dea^  of 
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lord^  chancellor  Talbot,  who,  fay  his  worth,  probity,  ^ad 
acquited  accomplishments,  ^ad  dignified  the  great  oiice  to 
which  he  had  been  raised.  He  died  tmiv^rsalljr  lamented, 
in  the  month  of  February,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two ;  and  was 
succeeded  on  the  bench  by  lord  Hardwieke, 

^  XXXIII.  The  king  being  indisposed,  in  conaequenoe 
of  having  been  fatigued  by  a  very  tempestuous  passi^ 
from  Holland,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  from  she 
twenty^first  day  of  January  to  the  first  ot  February,  and 
then  the  session  was  opened  by  commission.  The  loid 
chancellor,  .as  one  of  the  peers  authonzed  by  this  commisp 
sion,  made  a  speech  in  his  majesty's  naine  to  boA  houses. 
With  respect  to  foreign  aiiairs,  he  told  them,<hat  the  ffespe4>> 
tive  acts  of  cession  being  exchanged,  and  orders  given  far 
the  evacnation  and  possession  of  the  several  councries  and 
-places  by  the  powers  concerned,  acocyrding  to  the  allotmeaft 
and  disposition  of  the  preliminary  articles,  the  gneat  work 
of  reestablishing  ttie  general  tranquillity  was  far  advanced: 
that,  however,  common  prudence  called  upon  them  so  be 
very  attentive  to  the  final  conclusion  ^  the  new  seltlemeot. 
He  said,  his  majesty  could  not  without  surprise  und^concem 
observe  the  many  contrivances  and  attempts  carried  on,  in 
various  shapes,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  nation,  tttflMdta- 
ously  to  resist  and  obstruct  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  to 
violate  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  He  observed,  that  the  oon- 
sideration  of  tho  height  to  which  these  audacious  practices 
might  rise,  if  not  timely  suppressed,  aferded  a  mdaodioly 
prospect,  and  required  particular  attention,  lest  they  shoidd 
affect  private  persons  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  pro- 
perty,  as  well  as  the  general  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
whole.  After  the  commons  had  agreed  to  an  addreas,  and 
heard  council  on  some  controverted  elections,  tiiey  pro- 
ceeded to  take  the  supply  into  consideration.  They  voted 
ten  thousand  men  for  the  sea  service.  They  continued  fi»r 
the  land  service  the  same  number  tfiey  had  maintained  « 
times  of  tranquillity,  amounting  to  seventeen  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  four ;  but  this  measure  was  not  adopted  with- 
out opposition ;  the  money  was  -raised  by  the  land  and  malt 
taxes,  reinforced  with  one  million  granted  out  of  Ae  aink- 
ing  fund. 
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$  XXXI V.  The  chief  subject  of  trntrntkan  that  presented 
ifidf  in  the  coone  of  this  session,  wes  a  motion  which  Mn 
Pidieriey  aoade  for  an  address  to  his  majesty,  that  he  would 
be  pleased  to  settle  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year 
upon  the  prince  of  Wales.  He  represented  that  such  pro« 
Tisien  was  coafbrmable  to  the  practice  of  ancient  time :  that 
what  he*  proposed  had  bfsen  enjoyed  by  his  present  majesty 
ht  the  lifMme  of  his  father  t  and  that  a  settlement  of  this 
mature  was  reasonable  and  necessary  to  ascertain  the  inde* 
pendency  of  the  apparent  heir  to  the  crown.  The  motion 
was  vigorottsly  opposed  by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  ate.  an 
eneroachmMt  on  the  prerogative :  as  an  officious  -intermed^ 
dling  in  the  king's  family  aflPairs;  and  as  an  effort  to  set 
Us  majesty  and  the  prince  at  variance*  But  a  misunder- 
standings it  seeass,  had  already  happened  in  the  royal 
iamtty.  The  minister  in  the  midst  of  his  harangue  told 
the  hottse^  by  his  majesty's  command,  that  on  the  preceding 
day  the  king  had  sent  a  message  to  the  prince  by  sev.eral 
Ai^lemen  of  the  first  quality,  importing,  that  his  majesty 
had  given  orders  for  settling  a  jointure  upon  the  princess 
of  Wales,  suitable  to  her  high  rank  and  dignity,  which  he 
would  in  a  proper  time  lay  before  parliament,  in  order  to 
be  rendered  more  certain  and  effectual :  that  although  his 
royal  highness  had  not  thought  fit,  by  any  application  to 
his  majesty,  to  desire  that  his  allowance  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds  might  be  rendered  less  precarious,  the  king,  to  pre* 
vent  the  bad  consequences  which  he  apprehended  might 
folAaMr  from  the  undutiful  measures  which  his  majesty  waa 
inibrmed  the  prince  had  been  advised  to.  pursue,  would 
grant  to  his  high  royal  highness,  for  his  majesty's  life,  the  said 
fifty  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  issued  out  of  the 
civil  list  revenues,  over  and  above  the  prince's  revenues 
arising  ^m  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  which  his  majesty 
thought  a  very  competent  allowance,  considering  hia  own 
numerous  issue,  and  the  great  expense  which  did  and  must 
necessarilv  attend  an  honourable  provision  for  the  whole 
royal  family ;  that  the  prince,  by  a  verbal  answer,  desired 
their  lordships  to  lay  him  with  all  humility  at  his  majesty's 
feet :  to  assure  htm  that  he  did,  and  ever  should,  reuin  the 
utmost  duty  for  his  royal  person  :  that  he  was  very  thankful 
for  any  instance  of  his  majesty's  goodness  to  him  or  to  the 
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princess,  and  par^ularty  for  his  nugcsly's  gnAMB  inten- 
tion of  settling  a. jointure,  upon  her  royal  highaesai  biiti 
that  as  to  the  message,  the  affair  was  now  out  of  his  ^Mads, 
and,  therefore,  he  could  give  no  answer  to  it ;  that  Us 
royal  highness  afterwards  used  many  dutiful  expressions 
towards  his  m^esty ;  adding,  ^  Indeed  my.  lords,  it  is  in 
^^  other  hands,  and  I  am  sorry  for  it;"  or  words  to  that 
effect.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  then  endeavoured  to  demon- 
strate,  that  the  annual  sum  of  fifty  thousand  poumla  was  u 
much  as  the  king  could  afford  to  allow  for  the  prince's 
maintenance;  and  he  expatiated  upon  the  bad  consequences 
that  might  ensue,  if  .the  son  should  be  rendered  sdtDgetber 
independent  of  the  father. 

$  XXXV.  These  suggestions  did  not  pass  unanswered. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  had  asserted,  that  the  parliament  had 
no  right  to. interfere  in  the  creation  or  maintenance  of  a 
prince  of  Wales ;  and  that  in  the  case  of  Riehard  II*  who, 
upon  the  death  of  his  father  the  black  prince,  was  created 
prince  of  Wales, .  in  consequence  of  an  address  or  pedtion 
from  parliament,  that  measiu'e  was  in  all  probability  direct* 
ed  by  the  king  himself.     In  answer  to  this  assertion  it  was 
observed,  that  probably  the  king  would  not  have  been  so 
forward  in  creating  his  grandson  prince  of  Wales,  if  he  had 
not  been  forced  into  this  step  by  his  parliament ;  for  Ed* 
ward  in  his  old  age  fell  into  a  sort  of  love  dotage,  and 
gave  himself  entirely  up  to  the  management  of  his  mistress, 
Alice  Pierce,  and  his  second  son,  the  duke  of  Lancaster; 
a  circumstance  that  raised  a  most  reasonable  jealousy  in  the 
black  prince,  at  that  time  on  his  death  bed,  who  could  not 
but  be  anxious  about  the  safety  and  right  of  his  only  son, 
whom  he  found  he  was  soon  to  leave  a  child  in  the  hands 
of  a  doating  grandfather,  and  an  ambitious,  aspiring  uncle* 
The  supporters  of  the  motion  observed,  that  the  allowance 
.of  fifty  thousand  pounds  was  not  sufficient  to  defray  the 
prince's  yearly  expense,  without  allotting  one  shilling  bt 
acts  of  charity  and  munificence ;  and  that  the  several  de* 
ductions  for  land  taxes  and  fees  reduced  it  to  forty-three 
thousand  pounds^     They  affirmed,  that  his  whole  jncomet 
including  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  did  not 
exceed  fifty-two  thousand  pounds  a  year,  though,  by  his 
majesty's  own  regulation,  the  expense  of  the  prince's  hou^e* 
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hold  «i9^MiM<}  to  sixty^tbrce  thousand*  They  proved,  that 
the  pFoduqeof  Uie  civil  list  exceeded  nine  hun<ked  thousaiid 
poiuids,  (t  s^ln  ftbove  €>«e  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  yeair 
more  than  vxaa  enjoyed  by  his  late  majesty ;  and  that,  in  the 
^rst  yeairs  of  the  l#e.  kiaf  %  the  whole  expense  of  his  house* 
hold  and  qivil  governinent  did  no|  much  exceed  four  hu9* 
dred  aiad  fifty  thousand  poumis  a  year*  They  observed, 
that  the  parliament  added  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
pounds  anmi^lly  for  ^ti^of  charity  amd  bount;^,  toother  with 
the  arucle  of  secret  service  iponey ;  and  allowed  oi^  hun-^ 
dred  thousand  pounds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prince  of 
Wal^^ :  that  the  article  of  secret  service  money  had  pro^^ 
gioualy  increased  iin  the  late  reig^ :  by  an  acc^oui^t  which 
happened  to  be  laid  before  the  parliament,  it  appeared  thai 
vast  suous  of  money  had  been  given  iot  purposes  wluct^ 
nobody  understood,  and  to  persons  wh^m  nobody  knew*  Ii^ 
the  beginning  of  the  (bllowing  session  several  nd^mbers  prQ« 
posed  that  this  extr9ordinary  aecoimt  should  be  taken  into 
consideration ;  but  the  inquiry  wai^  warded  off  by  the  other 
party,  who  declared  that  the  parliament  could  not  es^^minc^ 
any  account  which  had  been  presented  tp  a  forn^er  session^ 
The  debate  was  fierce  and  long ;  and  ended  in  a  division, 
by  which  the  motion  was  rejected.  A  motion  of  the  sam^ 
nature  was  made  by  lor^  Carteret  in  the  house  of  peers,  am) 
gave  rise  to  a  very  keen  dispute,  maintained  by  the  samn 
arguments,  and  issuing  in  the  same  termination* . 

$  XXXVI.  The  next  remarkable  contest  was  occa-^ 
sioned  by  a  motion  of  sir  H*  Walpole,  who  proposed  th^  . 
sum  of  one  miUion  should  be  gran^id  to  his  majesty, 
towards  vredeeming  the  likQ  sum  of  the  increased  capital  of 
the  South  Sea  company,  commoiily  called  South  Sea  aonui*> 
lies*  Several  members  argued  for  the  expediency  of  ap" 
plying  this  sum  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  thq 
bank,  as  pan  of  that  inf  umhrsj^c^  was  saddled  with  an 
interest  of  #ix  per  eent*  whereas  the  interest  paid  for  tho 
Other  sums  thaJt  constituted  the  public  debt  did  not  exceed 
lour  per  ccntf  Many  plausibk  airgumenta  were  oiered  on 
both  nides  of  die  question  and  at  length  the  m^iQU  wa4 
carried  in  the  aCrmative*  The  house  having  resolved 
itself  mlQ  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  national  debt,  sir 
John  Barn%rd  mad«  a  mptvm,  for  f  rifltbling  hi9  m^i^s^y  ^ 
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raise  raoniy  either  by  the  ssde  of  anaoities,  or  by  borrowing 
at  an  interest  not  exceeding  three  per  cent,  to  be  applied 
towards  redeeming  the  South  Sea  annuities ;  and  that  such 
of  the  said  annuitants  as  should  be  inclined  to  subscribe 
their  respective  annuities,  should  be  preferred  to  all  others. 
He  said,  that  even  those  public  securities  which  bore  an 
interest  of  three  per  cent,  only  were  sold  at  a  premium  in 
Change  alley  ;  he  was,  therefore,  persuaded,  that  all  those 
who  were  willing  to  give  a  premium  for  a  three  per  cent, 
security  would  gladly  lend  their  money  to  the  government 
at  the  same  interest,  should  books  of  subscription  be  opened 
for  that  purpose,  with    an  assurance  that  no  part  of  the 
principal  should  be  paid  off  for  fourteen  years.     He  expa- 
tiated upon  the  national  advantages  that  would  accrue  from 
a  reduction  of  interest.     From  easy  and  obvious  calcula- 
tions he  inferred,  that  in  a  very  little  time  the  interest  upon 
all  the  South  Sea  annuities  would  be  reduced  from  four  to 
three  per  cent,  without  any  danger  to  public  credit,  or 
breach  of  public  faith :  that  then  the  produce  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  would  amount   to  fourteen  hundred  thousand 
pounds  per  annum,  to  be  applied  only  towards  redeeming 
the  capital  of  the  several  trading  companies :  he  proved 
that  this  measure  would  bring  every  one  of  them  so  much 
within  the  power  of  parliament,  that  they  would  be  glad  to 
accept  of  three  per  cent,  interest  on  any  reasonable  terms; 
in  which  case  the  sinking  fund  would  rise  to  one  millioD 
six  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum.     Then  the  par- 
liament might  venture  to  annihilate  one  half  of  it,  by  free- 
ing the  people  from  the  taxes  upon  coals,  candles,  soap, 
leather,  and  other  such  impositions  as  lay  heavy  upon  the 
poor  labourers  and  manufacturers ;  the  remaining  part  of 
the  sinking  fund  might  be  applied  towaitis  the  discharge  of 
those  annuities  and  public  debts  which  bore  an  interest  of 
three  per  cent,  only,  and  afterwards   towards  diminishing 
the  capitals*  of  the  several  trading  companies  till  the  term 
of  fourteen  years  should  be  expired ;  then  the  sinking  fund 
would  again  amount  to  above  a  million  yearly,  which  would 
be  sufficient  for  paying  them  off,  and  freeing  the  nation 
entirely  from  all  its  encumt^ances.     This  salutary  scheme 
was  violently  opposed   by  alderman  Heathcote,  and  other 
partisans  of  the  ministry;  yet  all  their  objections  were 
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vefoted;  asd,  in  order  to  defeat  the  project,  they  were 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  artifice.  Mr.  Winnington 
moTed,  that  all  the  public  creditors,  as  well  as  the  South 
Sea  annuitants,  should  be  comprehended.  Sir  John  Bar* 
naixl  demonstrated,  that  it  might  be  easy  for  the  govern* 
n&ent  to  borrow  money  at  three  per  cent,  suflkient  for  pay- 
ing off  auchiof  the  proprietors  of  four-and-twenty  millions 
as  were  not  willing  to  accept  of  that  interest,  but  it  would 
be  extremely  diflBcuk  to  borrow  enough  to  satisfy  the  pro- 
prietors of  four-and*forty  millions,  who  might  choose  to 
have  their  principal  rather  than  such  an  interest.  Never- 
theless resolutions  were  founded  on  this  and  other  altera- 
tions of  the  original  scheme ;  and  a  bill  was  immediately 
prepared.  It  produced  many  other  debates,  and  was  at  last 
postponed  by  dint  of  ministerial  influence.  The  same 
veneraUe  patriot,  who  projected  this  scheme,  moved  that  as 
soon  as  the  interest  of  all  the  national  redeemable  debt 
should  be  reduced  to  three  per  cent,  the  house  would  take 
off  some  of  the  heavy  taxes  which  oppressed  the  poor  and 
the  manufacturers :  but  this  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
majority. 

$  XXXVII.  The  last  disputes  of  this  session  were 
excited  by  a  bill  aent  down  from  the  lords  for  punishing 
the  magistrates  and  city  of  Edinburgh,  on  account  of  the 
murder  of  John  Porteous.*  In  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion lord  Carteret  recapitulated  the  several  tumults  and 
/tots  which  had  lately  happened  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  He  particularly  insisted  upon  the  atrocious  , 
murder  of  captain  Porteous,  as  a  flagrant  insult  upon  the 
government,  and  a  violation  of  the  public  peace,  so  much 
the  more  dangerous,  as  it  seemed  to  have  been  concerted 
and  executed  with  deliberation  and  decency.  He  suspected 
that  some  citizens  of  Edinburgh  had  been  concerned  in  the 
murder,  not  only  from  this  circumstance,  but  likewise  be- 
cause, notwithstanding  the  reward  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
which  had  been  offered  by  proclamation  for  the  discovery  of 
any  person  who  acted  in  that  tragedy,  not  one  individual 
had  as  yet  been  detected.  He  seemed  to  think  that  the 
magistrates  had  encouraged  the  riot,  and  that  the  city  had 
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fbrfeit^d  its  ^h^rta-:  ciftd  lie  prop6s«d  a  minute  teqttiiy  wtt 
the  fKUticnlars  of  the  affair.    He  was  •eoondefj  bf  the  dultft 
bf  Newcastle  and  the  earl  of  Ilay :  ihnugh  this  Ust  ^xdUit^ 
man  differed  in  ofiinion  firoM  teim  with  reiapc^t  to  ibe  ckar^ 
ter  of  die  city,  whkh,  he  8ai4,  ebuM  hot  hie  jioify  forftiled 
hy  the  fiMilt  taf  the  Maj^fttttacy.     The  kmia  nvik^t^s  That 
the  mftgistimtes  and  other  perftOfeiii*  fmin  whom  they  tiifghc 
obtarn  the  necesaary  inforAiatioii  toacemjong  this  rtotiiimiid 
be  ordered  to  attend ;  and,  that  an  address  ahouM  ht  pn* 
Rented  to  his  msjesty  desirmf^  that  the  different  aoe^oaaaiis 
and  papers  relating  t^  the  lAarder  oif  eaptain  Fortetrai 
might  be  submitted  to  the  penitfal  of  tlbe  ho^ae.  These  doca* 
ments  bei^^  aceordingty  exaSDJned^  and  all  the  witnesses 
arrived)  incktding  three  Scottish  judges,  a  debaite  sorose 
iibout  the  mamWr  in  which  these  last  shoilM  be  tntenrogttted^ 
whether  at  the  bar,  at  the  table,  br  on  che  woolsacks*  Some 
Scottish  lords  asseHed,  that  they  had  a  right  u»  be  sefated 
mit  %o  the  j^idges  t>f  England :  bot  jafter  a  long  debate  this 
claim  wlis  rejected,  #(td  the  judges  of  Scotland  appeared  at 
the  bar  hi  their  rdbes^     A  bi41  was  ^oiFoflQght  la  to  disaMe 
Alexander  Wilson,  esquire,  lord  provost  of  £dinbuf^h^  fttm 
enjo}'i*^g  any  office  or  phice  of  ma^Stracy  in  the  city  of  Sdin* 
hfctr^  or  et^ where  in  Great  Brlftain ;  for  mprisonitig  theaeid 
Aleirander  Wilson;  for  abolishing  the  gaard  of  that  city^ 
aTtd  for  taking  away  the  gates  of  the  Neth%r*Bow-FMt,  sa 
as  to  open  a  comnrmmcaticn  between  the  city  and  aubothsi 
in  which  the  king's  troops  are  quartered*     The  thikc  o(, 
Arg^^le,   1^  arguing  against  this  bill,   said  he  etiiold  not 
think  of  a  i^mceeding  nK)re  harsh  or  unprecedented  than 
the  present,  as  he  believed  there  was  no  instiince  of  tfat 
%hole  Weight  of  parliamentary  indignation,  for  ^«ieh  he 
tralkrd  a  proceeding  by  a  bill  ex  postfacW^  f^lKng  upon  any 
aingle  person,  far  less  upon  any  comoHintty  for  crimes  that 
were  within  the  reach  of  the  inferior  courts  of  justice :  for 
this  reason  he  observed,  that  if  the  lord  provost  and  citi* 
-Xens  of  Kdinburprh,  should  suffer  in  the  terms  of  the  pre* 
sent  bill,  they  would  sfiflTer  by  a  cruel,  unjnst,  and  fantastical 
proceeding;  a  proceeding  of  which -the  worst  use  might  ba 
made,  if  ever  the  nation  should  have  the  misfoittme  to  Ml 
under   a  partial,  self  interested  administration*     He  told 
them  he  sat  in  the  parliameat  of  Scotland  when  that  part 
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oftte  treMy  «f  ttbton  relacifig  to  die  pririkges  of  the  royil 
bvrgln  wftt  letlkd  on  the  same  footing  as  religioo^  that  ib, 
they  were  nade  unalterable  by  any  subsequent  parliament 
of  Great  firitaiii.  Notwithstanding  the  eloquence  and 
warmth  of  his  remonstmnce,  the  bUl  was  sent  down  to  the 
house  of  commons,  where  it  produced  a  violent  contest* 
The  •commons  set  on  foot  a  severe  scrutiny  into  the  par* 
ticular  circumstances  that  preceded  and  attended  the  mur* 
der  of  Porteous :  from  the  examination  of  the  witnesses 
it  appeared  that  no  freeman  or  citizen  of  Edinburgh 
waa  concerned  m  the  riot,  which  was  chiefly  composed  of 
country  people,  excited  by  the  relations  of  some  unhappy 
peraons  whom  Ptorteous  and  his  men  had  slain  at  the  exe- 
cution of  the  smuggler ;  and  these  were  assisted  by  prendce 
boys,  and  the  lowest  class  of  vagabonds  that  happened  to  be 
nt  Edinburgh ;  that  the  lord  pnorost  had  taken  all  the  pre* 
cautions  to  prevent  mischief  that  his  reflection  suggested ; 
that  he  even  exposed  hia  person  to  the  rage  of  the  multi- 
tude, in  his  endeavour  to  disperse  them ;  and  that  If  he  had 
done  nmiss,  he  emed  from  want  of  judgment,  rather  than 
from  want  of  inclination  to  protect  the  unhappy  Porteous. 
it  likewise  appeared,  that  Mr.  Lindsay,  member  for  the 
ci^  of  Edinburgh,  had  gone  in  person  to  genend  Moyle^ 
commimder  of  the  forces  in  North  Britain,  informed  him 
of  the  riot,  implored  his  immediate  assistance,  and  pro- 
mised to  conduct  his  troops  into  the  city ;  and  that  his  suit 
sras  rejected,  because  he  could  not  produce  a  written  order 
from  the  magistracy,  which  be  neither  could  have  obtained 
in  such  oonfuaton,  nor  ventured  to  carry  about  his  person 
through  the  midst  of  an  enraged  populace.  The  Scottish 
asembers  exerted  themselves  with  uncommon  vivacity  in 
defence  of  their  capital.  They  were  joined  by  air  John 
Bammrl,  lord  Cornbury,  Mr.  Shippen  and  Mr.  Ogle« 
thoi^.  Lord  Polwarth  declared^  that  if  any  gendeman 
wowld  show  where  one  argument  in  the  charge  against  the 
ka^  prwrost  and  the  dty  of  Edinburgh  had  been  proved, 
he  would  that  instant  give  his  vote  fpr  the  commitment  of 
the  bill.  He  said,  if  gendemen  would  lay  their  hands  upon 
their  hearts,  and  ask  themselves,  whether  they  would  have 
voted  in  this  manner  had  the  case  of  Edinburgh  been  that 
of  the  city  of  Bristol|  York,  or  Norwich,  he  was  persuaded 
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they  would  have  required  that  every  tittle  of  die  charge 
against  them  should  have  been  fully  and  undeniably  proved. 
Some  amendments  and  mitigations  being  inserted  in  the  faill^ 
it  passed  the  house,  was  sent  back  to  the  lords,  who  agreed 
to  the  alterations,  and  then  received  the  royal  assent. 

$  XXXVIII.  The  next  effort  of  the  minister  was  ob- 
liquely levelled  at  the  liberty  of  the  press,  which  it  was 
much  for  his  interest  to  abridge.    The  errors-of  his  conduct, 
the  mystery  of  that  corruption  which  he  had  so  successfully 
reduced  to  a  system,  and  all  the  blemishes  of  his  adminis- 
tration, had  been  exposed  and  ridiculed,  not  only  in  political 
periodical  writings  produced  by  the  most  eminent  hands,  but 
likewise  in  a  succession  of  theatrical  pieces,  which  met  with 
uncommon  success  among  the  people.     He  either  wanted 
judgment  to  distinguish  men  of  genius,  or  could  find  none 
that  would  engage  in  his  service  :  he,  therefore,  employed  a 
set  of  wretched  authors,  void  of  understanding  and  inge- 
nuity.    They  undertook  the  defence  of  his  ministry,  and 
answered  the   animadversions  of  his   antagonists.      The 
match  was  so  extremely  unequal,  that,  instead  of  justifying 
his  conduct,  they  exposed  it  to  additional  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt ;  and  he  saw  himself  in  danger  of  being  despised  by 
the  whole  nation.     He  resolved  to  seize  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  choak  those  canals  through  which  the  torrent  of 
censure  had  flowed  upon  his  character.     The  manager  of  a 
playhouse  communicated  to  him  a  manuscript  farce,  enti- 
tled. The  Golden  Rump,  which  was  fraught  with  treason  and 
abuse  upon  the  government,  and  had  been  presented  to  the 
stage  for  exhibition.     This  performance  was  produced  in 
the  house  of  commons.     The  minister  descanted  upon  the 
insolence,  the  malice,  the  immorality,  and  the  seditious 
calumny,  which  had  been  of  late  propagated  in  theatrical 
pieces.     A  bill  was  brought  in  to  limit  the  number  of  play- 
houses ;  to  subject  all  dramatic  ^writers  to  the  inspection  of 
the  lord  chamberlain ;  and  to  compel  them  to  take  out  a 
license  for  every  production  before  it  could  appear  on  the 
stage.     Notwithstanding  a  vigourous  opposition  this  bill 
passed  through  both  houses  with  extraordinary  despatch, 
and  obtained  the  royal  sanction.     In  this  debate  the  earl  of 
Chesterfield  distinguished  himself  by  an  excellent  speech, 
that  will  ever  endear  his  character  to  all  the  friends  of  ge- 
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nius  and  literature,  to  all  those  who  are  wanned  with  zeal  for 
the  liberties  of  their  country.  *^  Our  stage  (said  he)  ought 
^^  certainly  to  be  kept  within  due  bounds ;  but,  for  this  pur* 
*^  pose,  our  laws  as  they  stand  at  present  are  sufficient.  If 
^^  our  stageplayers  at  any  time  exceed  those  bounds,  they 
*^  ought  to  be  prosecuted ;  they  may  he  punished.  We  have 
^^  precedents,  we  have  examples  of  persons  punished  for 
*^  things  less  criminal  than  some  pieces  which  have  been 
^^  lately  represented :  a  new  law  must,  therefore,  be  unne-  , 
^^  cessary ;  and  in  the  present  case  it  cannot  be  unnecessary 
*^  without  being  dangerous*  Every  unnecessary  restraint 
^^  is  a  fetter  upon  the  legs,  is  a  shackle  upon  the  hands  of 
^  liberty.  One  of  the  greatest  blessings  we  enjoy,  one  of 
^*  the  greatest  blessings  a  people  can  enjoy,  is  liberty*  But 
^^  every  good  in  this  life  has  its  allay  of  evil*  Licentious- 
^*  ness  is  the  allay  of  liberty.  It  is  an  ebullition,  an  excres* 
'^  cence ;  it  is  a  speck  upon  the  eye  of  the  political  body, 
^^  which  I  can  never  touch  but  with  a  gentle,  with  a 
^^  trembling  hand ;  lest  I  destroy  the  body,  lest  I  injure 
^^  the  eye  upon  which  it  is  apt  to  appear.  If  the  stage 
^^  becomes  at  any  time  licentious,  if  a  play  appears  to 
^^  be  a  libel  upon  the  government,  or  upon  any  particular 
*^  man,  the  king's  courts  are  open :  the  law  is  sufficient  to 
^^  punish  the  offender*  If  poets  and  ^players  are  to  be  res* 
^  trained,  let  them  be  restrained  as  other  subjects  are,  by 
^  die  known  laws  of  their  country :  if  they  offend,  let  them 
^^  be  tried  as  every  Englishman  ought  to  be,  by  God  and 
^^  their  country*  Do  not  let  us  subject  them  to  the  arbi- 
^^  trary  will  and  pleasure  of  any  one  man.  A  power  lodged 
^  in  the  hands  of  a  single  man  to  judge  and  determine  with*' 
^  out  limitation,  controul,  or  appeal,  is  a  sort  of  power  un- 
^^  known  to  our  laws,  inconsistent  with  our  constitution.  It 
^  is  a  higher,  a  more  absolute  power  than  we  trust  even  to 
*^  the  king  himself;  and,  therefore,  I  must  think  we  ought 
^^  not  to  vest  any  such  power  in  his  majesty's  lord  cham* 
^^  berlain."  His  arguments  had  no  effect,  though  the  house 
admired  his  elocution ;  and  the  playhouse  bill  passed  into  a 
law*  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  June  the  king  made  a 
short  speech  to  both  houses,  and  the  lord  chancellor  pro- 
rogued the  parliament. 
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* 
BOOK  II. 

CHAP.  VI. 


I.   The  Xussiims   take  Oczaiowm     $  II«  Dtath  of  Gor- 
ton de  Medictay  Duke  of  Tuaeeny.     $  III.  Unth  of 
Caroline^  ^een  consort  of  England.     $  IV*  JDiofiutein 
Parliament   about   the   standing  amof.     §  V-  Spanish 
depredations*     $  VL  Mottoes  of  the  minuiUr  for  (moid- 
inff  a  war.     $  VII.  Addweso  to  the  King  on  the  sm^ect 
of  the  depredations*     $  VIII.  Bill  for  securing  the  trade 
of  his  Majesty^s  subjects  in  America.     $  IX.  Deiaies  in 
the    House   of  Lords.     §  X.  Birth  of  Prince  George. 
Admiral  Haddock  sails  with  a  squadron  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean.    $  XI.  Progress  of  the  war  against  the  Turks. 
$  XIL  Dispute  and  rupture  between  Hanover  and  Den- 
mark.    §  XIII.  Sir  Robert  Wedpote  extols  the  conven- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons.     $  XIV.  Motion  for  an 
address^  that  the  representations^  letters^  £g*c.  relating  to 
the  Spanish  depredations  should  be  laid  before  the  house. 
$  XV.  Petitions  against  the  convention.     §  XVI.  Sub- 
stance  of  that   agreement.      $   XVII.    Debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  convention.     §.  XVIII.  Seees- 
sion  of  the  chuf  members   in   the.  opponitioru     $  XIX. 
Debate  in  the  house   of  Lords  upon  an  address  to  his 
Majesty  touching  the.  convention.     §  XX.  Message  from 
the  throne  touching  a  subsidy  to  Denmark^  and  a  power 
to  augment  the  forces  of  the  kingdom.     $  XXI.  Pariia- 
ment  prorogued.     $  XXII.   Tfie  King  of  Spain  publishes 
a  manifesto.     $  XXIII.   The  Emperor  and  Czarina  con- 
conclude  a  peace  with  the   Turks.     §  XXIV.  Prepara- 
tions for  roar  in  England.     $  XXV.  Apology  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  seceding  members.     §  XXVI. 
Pension  bill  revived j  and  hot.     §  XXVII.  Porto-bells 
taken   by    Admiral    Vernon.     $   XXVIII.    Hard  frost. 
§  XXIX.  Marriage  of  the  Princess  Mary  to  the  Prince 
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ofHe9$e.  (  \ynL  Strong  armamem  s^nt  to  the  Wett 
Ifu&es*  $  XXXI*  Death  of  the  Empefor  and  Czarina* 
$  XXXII.  Proceedings  in  ForUament.  $  XXXIII* 
SeamerCe  inlL  %  XXXIV*  Discdntents  against  the  min^ 
istry.  $  XXXV*  Motion  for  removing  Sir  Robert  Wal^ 
pole  from  his  Majesty* s  councils  and  presence  for  ever* 
$  XXXVI*  Debate  on  the  mutiny  bill.  $  XXXVII. 
Proceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords.  $  XXXVIII*  Close 
of  the  last  session  ^  this  Parliament. 

$  I.  A  CONGRESS  had  been  opened  at  Niemerow 
in  Poland,  to  compromiae  the  differences  between  the  cza- 
rina and  the  grand  signor :  but  this  proving  ineffectual,  the 
cmpenH*  declared  war  against  the  Turks,  and  demanded 
assiatance  from  the  diet  of  the  empire*     He  concerted  the 
operations  of  the  campaign  with  the  empress  of  Muscovy* 
It  was  agreed,  that  the  Imperialists,  under  count  Secken* 
dorf  should  attack  >  Widin  in  Servia,  while  the  Russians, 
commanded  by  the  count  de  Munich,  should  penetrate  to 
the  Ukraine,  and  besiege  Oczakow,  on  the   Boristhenes* 
T\^  accordingly  advanced  against  this  place,  which  waa 
gamsoned  by  twen^  thousand  men ;  and  on  the  side  of  the 
Boristhenes  defended  by  eighteen  galleys*  The  Muscovites 
carried  on  their  approaches   with  such  impetuosity   and 
perseverance,  that  the  Turks  were  terrified  at  their  valour, 
and  in  a  few  days  capitulated*     Among  those  who  signa- 
lised themselves  by  uncommon  marks  of  prowess  in  these 
attacks,  was  general  Keith,  now  fieldmarshal  in  the  Prussian 
service,  who  was  dangerously  wounded  o^  this  occasion* 
Meanwhile    count    Seckendorf,  finding    it  impossible  to 
reduce  \Vidin  without  a  squadron  of  ships  on  the  Danube, 
turned  his^^arms  against  Nissa,  which  was  surrendered  tp 
hianon  the  eigtit-and-twentieth  day  of  July  :  but  this  was  the 
farthest  verge  Nof  his  good  fortune*     The  Turks  attacked 
the  posts  which  th^  Imperialists  occupied  along  the  Danube* 
They  took  the  fort  pf  Padudil,  burned  the  town  of  Has  in 
Wallachia,  and  plundered  ihe  neighbouring  villages*     The 
prince  of  Saxc  Hildburghausen,  who  had  invested  Bagna- 
lack  in  Bosnia,  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to  repass  the 
Saave*     Count  Seckendorf  was  recalled  to  Vienna:  and 
the  command  of  the  army  devolved  vipon  count  Ph'^ppi* 
Vol*  IL  G  g  g 
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Coutit^KeventfaiiHofr  was  obliged  to  Iretrfcatlnte  Servib;  nd 
Nissa  was  retaken  by  the  MuBBuldaem  The  conferences 
at  Niemerow  were  broken  off;  and  the  Turkish  pknifo- 
tentiaries  returned  to  Constantinople* 

$  11.  The  kingdom  of  Poland  now  enjoy^  the  most 
perfect  repose  under  the  dominion  of  Augustas.      Fenli- 
nand,  the  old  duke  of  Courland,  dying  %^ithout  iaaue,  the 
snccessipn  was  disputed  by  the.  Teutonic  order  and  the 
kingdom  of  Poland,  while  the  states  of  Courland   dluined 
a  right  of  election,  and  sent  deputies  to  Petersburg,  im- 
ploring the  protection  of  the  czarini.     A  body  of  Russian 
troops  immediately  entered  that  comitry :  and  the  states 
elected  the  count  de  Biron,high  chamberiain  to  the  enspreiB 
6f  Muscovy.     The  elector  of  Cologn,  as  grsmd  mftster  of 
the  Teutonic  order,  protested  against  this  election;  but  die 
king  of  Poland  agreed  to  it,  on  certain  conditions  settled  at 
Oantzick  wiih  the  commissaries  of  the  new  duke  smd  didse 
of  the  czariha*     In   the  month  of  July^  John  Gaston  de 
Medicis,  great  duke  of  Tuscany,  died  at  Florence  |  hoA 
the  prince  de  Craon  took  possession  of  his  territories,  iiii 
the  name  of  the  duke  Lorraine,  to  whom  the  emperor  had 
already,  gran  ted  the  eventual  investiture  of  that  dutchy. 

$  III.'  In  England^  the  attention  of  the  pubUc  was 
iLttracted  by  an  open  breach  in  the  royal  family.  The 
princess  of  Wales  had  advanced  to  the  very  last  ttondi  of 
her  pregnancy  before  the  king  and  queen  were  informed  of 
her  being  with  child.  She  was  twice  conveyed  from  Uamp'^ 
ton  court  to  the  palace  of  St.  James,  when  her  laboaT 
pains  were  supposed  to  be  approaching  t  and  at  length  was 
delivered  of  a  princess  in  about  two  hours  after  her  arrivd« 
The  king  being  apprised  of  this  event,  sent  a  message  hf 
the  earl  of  Essex  to  the  prince,  expressing  his  displeasure  tt 
the  conduct  of  his  royal  highness,  as  an  indignity  otfefedto 
himself  and  the  queen.  The  prince  deprecated  his  ftiajesty'i 
anger  in'several  submissive  letters,  and  implored  the  queen's 
mediation.  The  princess  joined  her  entreaties  to  those  of 
his  royal  highness :  but  all  their  humility  Sod  St^lication 
proved  ineffectual.  The  king,  in  another  message  sent  by. 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  observed,  that  the  prince  had  retnoved 
thte  prfncess  twice  in  the  week  immediately  preceding  the 
day  of  her  delivery  from  the  place  of  his  majesty's  rcsi- 
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dcnc«»  in  wfMtntim  of  h^r  labQur «  wi  boA  t»i«^e,  qq  hit 

i^etuAf  indu«triou9ly  «oiic«aled  fr«]»  the  l|nQwle4g«  of  ^f 

king  Had  qu«<»i  ^Ytry  ckwin^Uiiice  re^atipg  to  tl|U  mpa^ 

tant  aSmr :  that  «^l  l«Bt,  witbo^t  giving  dfiy  ooiicQ  to  their 

majesties,  h«  had  precipitately  hmried  the  princess  firo^. 

Hamptoa  court,  in  a  condition  not  to  b^  aamed :  that  thf 

whole  teoour  of  his  conduct,  for  a  considerable  time,  h?d 

been  so  entirdy  void  of  all  reid  duty  to  the  king,  that  his 

saajesty  had  reason  to  be  highly  oflended  with  him.     Hh 

gave  him  to  understand,  that  until  he  should  withdraw  hif 

vegard  and  confidence  from  those  by  whose  instigation  wi 

advice  he  was  directed  and  encouraged  in  his  umvarriuitabU 

behaviour  to  his  majesty  and  the  queen,  and  returu  to  hit 

4uty,  he  should  not  reside  in  the  palace :  he,  therefore^ 

aigttified  his  pleasure  that  he  should  leave  St*  James's^  with 

all  his  fiunily,  when  it  could  be  done  without  prejudice  or . 

saccAvenience  to  the  princess.  .  In  obedience  to  this  order 

the  prince  retired  to  KeWy  and   made  other  efforts  to  bf 

readmitted  into  his  majesty's  favour,  which,  however,  he 

coidd  not  retrieve.     Whatever  might  have  been  his  design 

in  conceaUng  so  long  from  the  king  and  queen  the  pregr 

nancy  of  the  princess,  and  afterwards  hurrying  her  from 

place  to  place  in  such  a  condition,  to  the  manifest  hazard 

of  her  life,  his  majesty  had  certainly  cause  to  be  o$Fende4 

atjthis  part  of  his  conduct:  though  the  punishment  seems 

to  have  been  severe,  if  not  rigorous ;  for  he  was  not  even 

admitted   into  the  presence  of  the  queen  his  mother,  t^ 

express  his  duty  to  her,  in  her  last  moments,  to  implore  her 

forgiveness,  and  receive  her  last  blessing.     She  died  of  a 

mortification  in  her  bowels,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  No^ 

ven^>er,  in  the   fifty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  regretted  as  ^. 

princess  of  uncommon  sagacity,  and  aa  a  pattern  of  conjut 

gal  virtue. 

$  IV.  The  king  opened  the  sesskm  of  parliament  on 
the  twenty*fourth  day  of  January,  with  a  short  speech 
recommending  the  despatch  of  the  public  business  with 
prudence  and  unanimity.  Each  house-  presented  a  warm 
address  of  condolence  on  the  queen's  death,  with  which  he 
seemed  to  be  extremely  affected.  Though  the  house  of 
commons  unanimously  sympathized  with  the  king  in  hii 
affliction,  the  minister  still  met  with  contiia4iction  in  some 
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of  his  favourite  measures.     One  would  imagine  that  aD 
the  arguments  for  and  against  a  standing  army  in  time  of 
peace  had  been  already  exhausted;  but^when  it  was  moved 
that  the  same  number  of  land  forces  which  they  had  voted 
in  the  preceding  year  should  be  continued  in  pay  ibr  the 
ensuing  year,  the  dispute  was  renewed  with   surprising 
vivacity,  and  produced  some  reasons  whkh  had   not  been 
suggested  before*     The  adherents  of  the  minister   fisirly 
owned,  that  if  the  army  should  be  disbanded,  or  even  con- 
siderably reduced,  they  believed  the  tory  interest  would 
prevail :  that  the  present  number  of  forces  was  ab^utely 
nece'Uary  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  which  was 
filled  with  clamour  and  discontent,  as  well  as  to  support  the 
wsbig  interest ;  and   that  they  would  vote  for  keeping  up 
(bur  times  the  number,  should  it  be  found  expedient  for 
that  purpose.    The  members  in  the  opposition  replied,  thai 
this  declaration  was  a  severe  satire  on  the  ministry,  whose 
conduct   had   given  birth  to  such  a  .spirit  of  discontent. 
They  said  it  was  in  eifect  a  tacit  acknowledgment,  that 
what  they  called   the  whig  interest  was  no  mot|^  than  an 
inconsiderable  party,  which  had  engrossed  the  admiiiistra- 
tion  by -indirect  methods;  which  acted  contrary  to  the  sense 
of  the  nation ;  and  depended  for  support  upon  a  military 
power,  by  which  the  people  in  general  were  overawed,  and 
consequently  enslaved.     They  affirmed,  that  the  discontent 
of  which  the  ministry  complained  was  in  a  great  measure 
owing  to  that  very  standing  army,  which  perpetuated  their 
taxes,  and  hung  over  their  heads  as  the  instruments  of 
arbitrary  power  and  oppression.    Lord  Polwarth  explained 
the  nature  of  whig  principles,  and  demonstrated  that  the 
party  which  distingcTished  itself  by  this  appellation^  no 
longer  retained   the   maxims    by   which  the   whigs  were 
originally  characterized.     Sir  John   Hynde  Cotton,  who 
spoke  with   the   courage   and  freedom  of  an  old  English 
baron,   declared,  he  never  knew  a  member  of  tha^  house, 
who  acted  on  true  whig  principles„vote  for  a  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace,  *'  I  have  heard  of  whigs  (said  he)  who 
"  opposed  all  unlimited  votes  of  credit :  I  have  heard  ©f 
^*  whigs  who  looked  upon  corruption  as  the  greatest  curse 
**  that  could  befal  any  nation :  I  have  heard  of  whigs  who 
^  esteemed  the  liberty  of  the  press  to  be  the  mo»t  valuaUs 
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^^  privilege  of  a  free  people,  and  triennial  parliaments  as  the 
^^^greatest  bulwark  of  their  liberties ;  and  I  have  heard  of 
^^  a  whi^  administration  which  has  resoned  injuries  done  to 
^  the  trade  of  the  nation,  and  revenged  insults  offered  to 
^  the  British  ilag.'*-— The  ministry  triumphed  as  usual,  and 
the  same  number  of  forces  was  continued. 

^  V.  Ever  since  the  treaty  of  Seville,  the  Spaniards 
in  America  had  idmost  incessantly  insulted  and  distressed 
the  commerce  of  Gireat  Britain.     They  disputed  the  ri^t 
of  English  traders  to  cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy, 
iRu^  gather  salt  on  the   island  of  Tortugas ;  though  that  . 
right  was  acknowledged  %y  implication  in  all  the  treaties 
which  had  been  lately  concluded  between  the  two  nations. 
The  captains  of  their  armed  vessels,  known  by  the  name  of 
Guards  Costas,  had  made  a  practice  of  boarding  and  plun- 
dering British  ships,  on  pretence  of  searching  for  contra- 
band commodities,  on  which  occasions  they  had  behaved 
with  the  utmost  insolence,  cruelty,  and  rapine.     Some  of 
th<rir  ships  of  war  had  actually  attacked  a  fleet  of  English 
merchant  ships  at*  the  island  of  Tortugas,  as  if  they  had 
been  at  open  enmity  with  England.     They  had  seized  and 
detained  a  great  number  of  British  vessels,  imprisoned 
their  cTews,  and  confiscated  their  cargoes,  in  violation*  of 
reaties,    in  defiance  of  common  justice    and   humanity, 
lepeated  memorials  were  presented  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
b)  the  British  ambassador  at  Madrid.     He  was  amused 
wih  evasive  answers,  vague  promises  of  inquiry,  and  cedu- 
lasof  instructions  sent  to  the  Spanish  governors  in  Ame- 
rica to  which  they  paid  no  sort  of  regard.     Not  but  that 
the  Spaniards  had  reason  to  complain,  in  their  turn,  of  the 
illtcit  commerce  which  the  English  traders  from  Jamaica 
and  ofcer  islands  carried  on  with  their  subjects  on  the  con- 
tinent »f  South  America  :  though  this  could  not  justify  the 
depredations  and  cruelties  which   the  commanders  of  the 
goarda  costas   had   committed,    without    provocation   or 
pretence. 

$  VL  The  merchants  of  En^nd  loudly  complained 
of  these  outrages;  the  nation  was  fired  with  resentment, 
and  cried  for  vengeance ;  but  the  minister  appeared  cold, 
phlegmatic,  and  timorous.  He  knew  that  a  war  would 
involve  him  in  such  difficulties  as  must  of  necessity  endan* 
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ger  his  fMloMftHitnitioat    The  tr^aaore  wUdi  be  acnr  cm- 
ployed  for  doin^stic  purposcaf  moat  in  thai  caae  be  espendtd 
in  military  armameotas  the  wheela  of  that  iMehine  on 
which  be  had  nuaed  hia  iniuence  would  no  longer  uta^e : 
the  oppoaition  would  of  cooaequence  gain  ground^  and  (he 
imposition  of  freah  taxea^  neceaaary  for  the  maintenaaoe  of 
the  war,  would  fill  up  the  meaaure  of  popular  l-eaentoiciit 
against  bis  peraon  and  ministry.     Moved  by  theae  conat- 
derations,  he  induatrioualy  endeavoured  to.  avoid  a  nipcure, 
and  to  obtain  aome  aort  of  aatiafaction  by  dint  of  menaoxiala 
and,  negotiations,  in  which  he  betrayed  kia  own  Scmxm  to 
such  a  degree,  as  animated  the  Spaniards  to  persiat  in  their 
depredations,  and  encouraged  the  court  of  Madrid  to  dia* 
regard  the  remonstrances  of  the  Brmah  ambaaaadon      But 
this  apprehension  of  war  did  not  proceed  from  Spain  Odoly : 
the  two  branches  of  the  houae  of  Sourbon  were  now  united 
by  politica,  as  well  as  by  consaaguinity ;  and  he  ^d    not 
doubt  that  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  Spain,  they  would  join 
their  forces  against  Great  Britain.  Petitiona  were  delivered 
to  the  house  by  merchants  from  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dQm,  explaining  the  repeated  violences  to  which  they  had 
been  -exposed,   and  imploring  relief  of  the   pariianaent. 
These  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  hoaac ; 
and  an  order  was  made  to  admit  the  petitioners,  if  tfacf 
should  think  fit,  to  be  heard  by  theroaelvea  or  by  couna^ 
Sir  John  Barnard  moved  for  an  addreaa  to  the  king,  tint 
all  the  memorials  and  papera  relating  to  the  Spaniah  de^* 
datioDs   should  be  laid  before  the  house ;  and  this,  vkh 
some   alteration   proposed    by   air  Robert  Walpole,  waa 
actually  presented.     In  compliance  with  the  reques,  an 
enormous  multitude  of  letters  and  memorials  was  proc^^iced. 
$  VII.  The  house,  in  a  grand  committee,  proseedcd 
to  hear  counsel  for  the  merchanU,  and  examine  evdeace  | 
by  which  it  appeared  that  amazing  acu  of  wanton  crudqr 
and   injustice   had  been   perpetrated  by  Spaniard  on  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.     Mr.  Pulteney  expatiated  apoi| 
theae  circumstancea  of  barbarity.     He  demonstrated,  from 
treaties,  the  right  of  the  British  traders  to  the  logwood  of 
Campeachy,  and  to  the  salt  of  Tortugas ;  he  expoaed  the 
pusillanimity  of  the  minister,  and  the  futility  of  hia!^  negO'» 
tiations :  he   moved  for  such  reaolutiooa  as  would  evince 
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die  iMettCAent  of  an  itijureii  natioti,  nnd  the  vigour  of  ft 
BrltUi  pariiament.  These  were  warmly  combated  by  At 
Robert  Widpole,  who  affirmed^  they  would  cramp  the  mhi« 
mwn  in  their  eadeavour*  to  compromise  these  <Kference» : 
that  they  would  frustrate  their  negotiations,  intrench  upon 
the  king's  pre^:>g^tive,  ahd  precipitate  the  nation  itito  an 
imn^essary  and  expensive  war.  Answers  produced  re- 
^es,  and  a  general  debate  ensued.  A  resolution  was 
re^ported*;  but  the'  question  being  |^t  for  recommitting  it; 
was  earned  in  the  negative*  The  house,  however,  agreed 
ta  an  address,  beseeching  his  majesty  to  use  his  endeavours 
to  obti^  effectual  relief  for  his  injured  subjects,  to  con- 
vince die  Court  of  Spain  th^  his  majesty  could  no  longer  * 
ati£Eer  such  ccmstant  and  repeated  insults  and  injuries  to  be 
carried  on,  to  the  dishonour  of  his  crown,  and  to  the  ruin 
oi  his  trading  subjects  t  and  assuring  him,  that  in  case  his 
myal  and  friendly  instances  with  the  catholic  king  should 
asiscalty,  the  house  would  effectually  support  his  majesty 
in  takiiftg  such  measures  as  honour  and  justice  should  make 
it  necessary  for  him  to  pursue*  To  this  address  the  king 
made  a  favourable  answer* 

$  VIII.  The  next  important  subject  on  which  both 
sides  exercised  their  talents,  was  a  bill  prepared  afid  brought 
ki  by  Mr.  Pulteney^  for  the  more  effectual  securing  the 
srade  of  his  majesty's  subjects  in  America**  This  Vas 
no  other  than  the  revival  of  part  of  two  acts  passed  ih  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  by  which  the  property  of  all  prizes 
taken  from  the  enemy  was  vested  in  die  captors  i  while  the 
sovereign  was  empowered  to  grant  commissions  or  charters 
to  ally  persons  or  societies,  for  taking  any  ships,  goods^ 
harbours,  lands,  or  fortifications  of  the  nation's  ebemies  iA 
America,  and  for  holding  and  enjoyitig  the  same  as  their 
own  property  and  estate  for  ever*  The  ministry  endea^ 
voured  tb  evade  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  by  afi&  using  the 
^use  with  other  business,  until  an  end  should  be  put  tib 
die  session*  A  mean  artifice  was  practised  With  this  view ; 
and  some  severe  altercation  passed  between  sir  Robert 
Walpole  and  Mr*  Puheney*  At  length  the  bill  was  read^ 
amd  gave  rise  to  a  Vtry  long  and  warm  contest,  in  Which 
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the  greatest  orators  of  both  sides  found  opportmutiee  to 
display  their  eloquence  and  saidre.  Mr.  Pulteney  defended 
the  bill  with  all  the  ardour  of  pater^  affection ;  but,  not- 
withstanding his  wannest  endeavours,  it  was  rejected  upon 
a  division. 

$  IX.  When  the  mutiny  bill  was  sent  up  to  the  houvje 
of  lords,  a  long  debate  arose  upon  the  number  of  trpbps 
voted  for  the  ensuing  year.  Lord  Carteret  explained  the 
situation  of  affairs,  in  almost  every  nation  of  Europe,  with 
great  conciseness  and  precision.  He  demonstrated  the 
improbability  of  a  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  ai^ 
power  against  which  a  land  army  could  be  of  vxy^  servic:e* 
He  examined  the  domestic  circumstances  of  the  natioi\; 
and  proved,  that  .whatever  discontents  there  might  be  ia 
the  kingdom,  there  was  litde  or  no  disaffection,  and  no 
seeming  design  to  overturn  or  distuii)  the  government*  In 
answer  to  an  argument,  that  such  a  number  of  regular 
forces  was  necessary  for  preventing  or  quelling  tumuks, 
and  for  enabling  the  civil  magistrate  to  execute  the  laws  pf 
his  country,  he  expressed  his  hope  that  he  should  never 
see  the  nation  reduced  to  such  unfortunate  circumstances : 
he  said,  a  law  which  the  civil  power  was  unable  to  execute, 
must  either  be  in  itself  oppressive,  or  such  a  one  as  afford- 
ed a  handle  for  oppression.  In  arguing  for  a  reduction  of 
the«forces  he  took  notice  of  the  great  increase  of  the  na* 
tional  expense.  He  observed,  that  before  the  revolutieo, 
the  people  of  England  did  not  raise  above  two  millions  for 
the  whole  of  the  public  charge ;  but  now  what  was  called 
the  current  expense,  for  which  the  parliament  annually  pro- 
vided, exceeded  that  sum ;  besides  the  civil  list,  the  inter- 
est due  to  the  public  creditors,  and  the  sinking  fund,  which, 
added  together,  composed  a  burden  of  six  millions  yeariy* 
The  earl  of  Chesterfield,  on  the  same  subject^  affirmed, 
that  slavery  and  arbitrary  power  were  the  certain  conse- 
quences of  keeping  up  a  standing  army  for  any  number  of 
years.  It  is  the  machine  by  whieh  the  chains  of  slavery 
are  rivetted  upon  a  free  people.  They  may  be  secredy 
prepailed  by  corruption ;  but,  unless  a  standing  army  pro;^ 
tected  those  that  forged  them,  the  people  would  break  them 
asunder,  and  chop  off  the  polluted  hands  .by  which  they 
were  prepared.     By  degrees  a  free  people  must  be  accua- 
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toned  to  be  governed  by  an  army :  by  degrees  that  army 
saust  be  made  strong  enough  to  hold  them  in  subjection. 
Engbnd  had  for  many  years  been  accustomed  to  a  stand* 
ing  army,  under  j^etence  of  its  being  necessary  to  assist 
the  civil  power ;  and  by  degrees  the  number  and  strength 
of  it  have  been  increasing.  At  the  accession  of  the  late 
kjng  it  did  not  exceed  six  thousand  :  it  soon  amounted  to 
double  that  number;  which  has  been  since  augmented  un- 
der various  pretences*  He  therefore  cbucluded,  that  sla- 
very, under  the  disguise  of  an  army  for  protecting  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  was  creeping  in  upon  them  by  de- 
grees: if  no  reduction  should  be  made,  he  declared  he 
shoukl  expect  in  a  few  years  to  Kear  some  minister,  or 
favourite  of  a  minister,  terrifying  the  house  with  imagin- 
ary plots  and  invasions,  and  making  the  tour  of  Europe 
in  search  of  possible  dangers,  to  show  the  necessity  of 
keeping  up  a  mercenary  standing  army,  three  times  as 
numerous  as  the  present*  In  spite  of  these  suggestions^ 
the  standing  army  maintained  its  ground.  The  same  no- 
blemen, assisted  by  lord  Bathurst,  distinguished  themselves 
in  a  debate  upon  the  Spanish  depredations,  which  compre- 
hended the  same  arguments  that  were  used' in  the  house  of 
commons.  They  met  with  the  same  success  in  both. 
Resolutions  equivalent  to  those  of  the  lower  house  were 
taken :  an  address  was  presented ;  and  his  majesty  assured 
them  he  would  repeat,  in  the  most  pressing  manner,  his 
instances  at  the  court  of  Spain  in  order  to  ol;>tain  satisfac- 
tion and  security  for  his  subjects  trading  to  America. 
This  assurance  was  renewed  in  his  speech  at  the  close  of 
the  session,  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  when  the  parliament 
was  prorogued.       ' 

$  •  X.  At  this  period  the  princess  of  Wales  was  deliv- 
ered of  a  son,  who  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  George, 
now  king  of  Great  Briuin.  His  birth  was  celebrated  with 
uncommon  rejoicings :  addresses  of  congratulation  were 
presented  to  the  king  by  theti^o  universities,  and  by  .almost 
all  the  cities  and  communities  pf  the  kingdom.  But  the 
prince  of  Wales  still  laboured  u^der  the  displeasure  of  his 
majesty,  who  had  prdered  the  lord  chamberlain  to  signify 
in  the  gazette,  that  no  person  who  visited  the  prince  should 
be  admitted  to  the  court  of  St.  James4     His  royal  high* 

Vol.  II.  H  h  h 
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fi€%%  wftt  div«8t«d  of  all  the  external  marks  of  itrpalty,  and 
lived  like  a  private  gentleman,  cultivating  the  virtues  of  a 
social  life,  and  enjoying  the  best  fruiu  of  conjugal  felicity* 
In  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  rear-admiral  Haddock  set 
aail  with  a  strong  squadron  for  the  Mediterranean,  which  it 
was  hoped  would  give  weight  to  the  negotiation  of  the 
British  minister  at  thie  court  of  Madrid.  The  act  to  dis* 
courage  the  retail  of  spirituous  liquors  had  incensed  the 
populace  to  such  a  degree  as  occasioned  numberless  tumults 
in  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster.  They  were  so 
addicted  to  the  appellation  of  gin  or  geneva,  that  they  ran 
all  risks  rather  than  forego  it  entirely ;  and  so  little  regard 
was  paid  to  the  law  by  which  it  was  prohibited^,  that  in  less 
than  two  years  twelve  thousand  persons  within  the  bills  of  mor« 
tality  were  convicted  of  having  sold  it  illegally.  Nearly 
one  half  of  that  number  were  cast  in  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  pounds :  and  three  thousand  persons  paid  ten 
pounds  each,  for  an  exemption  from  the  disgrace  of  being 
committed  to  the  house  of  correction. 

$  XI.  The  war  maintained  by  the  emperor  and  the 
rzarina  against  the  Ottoman  porte,  had  not  yet  produced 
any  decisive  event.  Count  Seckendorf  was  disgraced  and 
confined  on  account  of  his  ill  success  of  the  last  campaign. 
General  Doxat  was  tried  by  a  council  of  war  at  Belgrade, 
and  condemned  to  death,  for  having  surrendered  to  the 
enemy  the  town  of  Nisa,  in  which  he  commanded.  The 
diet  of  the  empire  grantea  a  subsidy  of  fifty  Roman  months 
to  the  emperor^  who  begun  to  make  vigorous  preparations 
for  the  ensuing  campaign  :  but,  in  the  mean  time,  Hagotski, 
vaivode  of  Transylvania,  revolted  against  the  house  of 
Austria,  and  brought  a  considerable  army  into  the  field, 
under  the  protection  of  the  grand  seignior.  He  was  imme- 
diately proclaimed' a  rebel,  and  a  price  set  upon  his  head 
by  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  Turks  taking  the  field  early, 
reduced  the  fort  of  Usitz  and  Meadia,  and  undertook  the 
siege  of  Orsova^  which,  however,  they  abandoned  at  the 
approach  of  the  Imperial  army,  commanded  by  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany,  assisted  by  count  Konigsegg.  The 
Turks,  being  reinforced,  marched  back,  and  attacked  the 
Jmpi'^ialists,  by  whom  they  were  replilsed  after  an  obsti* 
nate   engagement.*    'The    Germans,   notwithstanding  this 
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advantnge,  repassed  the  Danube  i  and  then  the  iiffiddU 
made  themselves  masters  of  Orsova^  where  they  found  a 
6ne  train  of  artillery,  designed  for  the  siege  of  Widin.  By 
the  conquest  of  this  place,  the  Turks  laid  the  Danube  open 
to  their  galleys  and  vessels ;  and  the  Germans  retired  ui^ 
der  the  cannon  of  Belgrade.  In  the  Ukraine,  the  Russianji 
under  general  count  Munich  obtained  the  advantage  Over 
the  Turks  in  two  engagements ;  and  general  Lacy  routed 
the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea :  but  they  returned  in  greater 
numbers,  and  harassed  the  Muscovites  in  such  a  man* 
ner,  by  intercepting^  their  provisions^  and  destroying  the 
country,  that  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  lines  of 
Precops. 

$  XII«  In  the  month  of  October,  an  affair  of  veiy 
small  importance  produced  a  rupture  between  the  kiAg  of 
Denmark  and  the  elector  of  Hanover.  A  detachment,  of 
Hanoverians  took  by  assault  the  castle  of  Steinhorst,  be- 
longing to  the  privy  counsellor  Wederkop,  and  defended  by 
thirty  Danish  dragoons,  who  had  received  orders  to  repel 
force  by  force.  Several  men  were  killed  on  both  sides, 
before  the  Hanoverians  could  enter  the  place,  when  the 
garrison  was  disarmed^  and  conducted  to  the  frontiers. 
This  petty  dispute,  about  a  small  territory  'which  did  not 
yield  the  value  of  one  thousand  pounds  a  year,  had  well 
nigh  involved  Hanover  in  a  war,  which,  in  all  probability, 
Great  Britain  must  have  maintained :  but  this  dispute  was 
compromised  by  a  convention  between  the  kings  of  England 
and  Denmark. 

$  Xlil.  The  session  of  parliament  was  opened  on  the 
first  day  of  February,  when  the  king  in  his  speech  to  bodi 
houses,  gave  them  to  understand,that  a  convention  was  con- 
cluded and  ratified  between  him  and  the  king  of  Spain,,  who 
had  obliged  himself  to  make  reparation  to  the  BritisK  sub- 
jects for  their  losses,  by  certain  stipulated  payments :  the 
plenipotentiaries  were  named  and  appointed  for  regulating, 
within  a  limited  time,  all  those  grievances  and  abuses 
which  had  hitherto  interrupted  the  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  the  American  seas :  and  for  settling  all  matters  in 
dispute,  in  such  a  manner  as  might  for  the  future  preveat 
and  remove  all  new  causes  and  pretences  of  complaini. 
The  motion  for  aa  address  of  approbation  was  disputed  %a 
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usual-  Though  the  convention  was  not  yet  laid  before  the 
house,  the  nature  of  it  was  well  known  to  the  leaders  of 
the  opposition.  Sir  William  Wyndham  observed,  that  if 
the  ministry  had  made  the  resolutions  taken  by  the  parfia- 
ment  in  the  last  session  the  foundation  of  their  demands ; 
if  they  had  discovered  a  resolution  to*  break  off  all  treathig, 
rather  than  depart  from  the  sense  of  parliament,  either  a 
defensive  treaty  might  have  been  obtained,  or  by  this  time 
the  worst  would  have  been  known  :  but,  by  what  appeared 
from  his  majesty's  speech,  the  convention  was  no  other 
than  a  preliminary ;  and,  in  all  probability,  a  very  bad  pre- 
liminary. He  supposed  the  minister  had  ventured  to 
tlothe  some  of  his  creatures  with  full  powers  to  give  up 
the  rights  of  the  nation ;  for  they  might  do  it  if  they  durst. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  in  answer  to  these  suggestions,  affirm- 
ed, that  the  ministry  had  on  this  occasion  obtained  more 
than  ever  on  like  occasions  was  known  to  be  obcaiaed: 
that  they  had  reconciled  the  peace  of  their  country  with  her 
true  interest :  that  this  peace  was  attended  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  the  most  successful  arms  could  have  pro- 
cured :  that  future  ages  would  consider  this  as  the  most 
glorious  period  of  our  history,  and  do  justice  to  the  coun- 
sels that  produced  the  happy  event,  which  every  gentleman 
divested  of  passion  and  prejudice  was  ready  to  do ;  and 
which,  he  believed,  the  present  age,  when  rightly  informed, 
would  not  refuse.  In  a  word,  he  extolled  his  own  conven- 
'tion  with  the  most  extravagant  encomiums. 

$  XIV.  The  house  resolved  to  address  the  king,  that 
copies  of  all  the  memorials,  representations,  letters,  and 
.  papers,  presented  to  his  majesty,  or  his  secretary  of  sutc, 
relating  to  depredations,  should  be  submitted  to  the  perusal 
-bf  the  house:  but  some  members  in  the  opposition  were 
not  contented  with  this  resolution.  Then  Mr.  Sandys,  who 
may  be  termed  the  ^^  motion  maker,''  moved  for  an  ad- 
dress, desiring  that  the  house  might  inspect  all  letters  writ- 
ten, and  instructions  given  by  the  secretaries  of  sute,  or 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty^  to  any  of  the  British  go- 
vernors in  America,  or  any  commander  in  chief,  or  cap- 
tains of  his  majesty's  ships  of  war,  or  his  majesty's  minis- 
ter at  the  court  of  Spain,  or  any  of  his  miajesty's  consuls  in 
Europe,  since  the  treaty  of  Seville,  relating  to  the  losses 
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which  the  British  subjects  had  sustuned  by  means  of  de- 
predations committed  by  the  subjects  of  Spain  in  Europe 
and  America.  This  was  an  unreasonable  proposal,  sug- 
gested by  the  spirit  of  animosity  and  faction.  Mr*  H. 
Walpolejustly  observed,  that  a  compliance  with  such  an 
address  might  lay  open  the  most  private  transactions  of  the 
eabinet,  and  discover  secrets  that  ought,  for  the  good  of 
the  kingdom,  to  be  concealed.  It  would  discover  to  the 
court  of  Spain  the  ultimatum  of  the  king's  demands  and 
concessions,  iTnd  the  nation  would  thereby  be  deprived  of 
many  advantages  which  it  might  reap,  were  no  such  dis- 
>lfeovery  made.  He  said,  that  so  soon  as  the  differences  be- 
twixt the  twoxourts  should  arrive  at  such  a  crisis,  and  not 
before  the  consuls  were  instructed  to  give  notice  to  the 
merchants,  that  they  might  retire  ip  time  with  their  effects ; 
but  should  such  instruction  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Spaniards,  it  would  be  a  kind  of  watchword  to  put  thdm 
on  their  guard,  and  unavoidably  occasion  the  ruin  of  many 
thousands  of  British  subjects.  Certain  it  is,  no  govern- 
ment could  act  either  in  external  or  domestic  affairs  with 
proper  influence,  dignity,  and  despatch,  if  every  letter  and 
instruction  relating  to  an  unfinished  negotiation  should  be 
exposed  to  Ihe  view  of  such  a  numerous  assembly,  com- 
posed of  individuals  actuated  by  motives  in  themselves 
diametrically  opposite.  The  motion  being  rejected  by  the 
majority,  the  same  gendeman  moved  again  for  an  address, 
that  his  majesty  would  give  directions  for  laying  before  the 
house  copies  of  such  memorials  or  representations  as  had 
been  made,  either  to  the  king  of  Spain  or  to  his  ministers, 
since  the  treaty  of  Seville,  relating  to  the  depredations 
committed  in  Europe  or  America.  A  debate  ensued ;  and, 
upon  a  division,  ihe  question  passed  in  the  negative. 

$  XV.  The  house,  in  a  committee  of  supply,  voted 
twelve  thousand  seamen  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
year,  and  the  standing  army  was  continued  without  reduc- 
tion, though  powerfully  attacked  by  the  whole  strength  of 
the  opposition.  The  commons  likewise  ordered  an  ad- 
dress to  his  majesty,  for  the  copies  of  several  memorials 
since  the  treaty  of  Seville,  touching  the  rights  of  Great 
Britain,  or  any  infraction  of  treaties  which  had  not  been 
laid  before  them.     These  were  accordingly  submitted  to 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ.IC 


430  HISTORY  OP  EHGIAND.  1738. 

the  iospection  of  the  house.     By  this  tiiM  the  coi!^ventioa 
itself  was   not  only  presented  to  the  commons,  but  also 
published  for  the  information  of  the  people.     Divers  mer- 
chants, planters,  and  the  others  trading  to  America,  the 
cities  of  London  and  Bristol,  the  merchants  of  Liverpool, 
and  owners  of  sundry  ships  which  had  been  seized  by  thd 
^Spaniards,  offered  petitions  against  the  convention,  by,  which 
the  subjects  of  Spain   were    so  far  frx>iB  giving  up  their 
groundless  and  unjustifiable  practice  of  visiting  and  search- 
ing British  ships  sailing  to  ar.d  from  the  BrhSkh  plaiitations, 
that  they  appeared  to  have  claimed  the  power  of  doing  it  as 
a  right:  for   they  insisted  that  the  differences  which   ha4^ 
arisen  concerning  it  should  be  referred  to  plenipotentiariea, 
to  be  discussed  by  them  withoUit  even  agreeing  to  abstain 
from  such  visitation  and  search  during  the  time  that  the 
discussion  of  this  affair  might  last.     They,  therefore,  pray- 
ed that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  and 
allowed  to  represent  the  great  importance  of  the  British 
trade  to  and  from   the  plantations  in  America ;  the  clear 
indisputable   right  which  they  had  to  enjoy  it,  without  be- 
ing stopped,  visited,  or  searched  by  the  Spaniards,  on  any 
pretence  whatsoever ;  and  the  certain  inevitable  destructioa 
of  all  the  riches  and  strength  derived  to  Great  Britain  front 
that  trade,  if  a  search  of  British  ships  sailing  to  and  frona 
their  oWn  plantations  should  be  tolerated  upon  any  pretext, 
or  under  any  restrictions,  or  even  if  the  freedom  of  this 
navigation  should  continue  much  longer  in  a  sute  of  un- 
certainty.    These  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  of  the  convention.     Another  remon- 
strance was  likewise  presented  by  the  trustees  for  establish- 
ing the  colony  of  Georgia,  setting  forth,  that  the  king  of 
Spain  claimed  that  colony  as  part  of  his  territories ;  and 
that  by  the  convention,  the  regulation  of  the  limits  of  Caro- 
lina and  Florida  was  referred  to  the  determination  of  ple- 
nipotentiaries ;   so  that  the  colony  of  Georgia,  which  un- 
doubtedly belonged  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  was  left 
in  dispute,  while  the  settlers  remained  in  the  most  preca- 
rious and  dangerous   situation.      It   was  nwved  that   the 
merchants  should  be  heard  by  their  counsel :  but  the  propo- 
sal was  strenuously  opposed  by  the  minbtry,  and  rejected 
upon  a  division. 
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^  XVI.  This  feifnous  convention  concluded  at  the  Pardo 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  January,  imported,  that  within  six 
weeks  to  be  reckoned  from  the  day  on  which  the  ratifica- 
tions  were  exchanged,  two  ministers  plenipotentiaries  should 
meet  at  Madrid,  to  confer,  and  finally  regulate  the  respec- 
tive pretensions  of  the  two*  crowns,  with  relation  to  the 
trade  and  navigation  in  America  and  Europe,  and  to  the 
limits  of  Florida  and  Carolina,  as  well  as  concerning  other 
points  which  remained  likewise  to  be  adjusted,  according 
to  the  former  treaties  subsisting  between  the  two  nations  :  that 
the  plenipotentiaries  should  finish  their  conferences  within 
the  space  of  eight  months  t  that  in  the  mean  tinrie  no  pro- 
gress should  be  made  in  the  fortifications  of  Florida  and 
Carolina :  that  his  catholic  majesty  should '  pay  to  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  the  sum  of  ninety-five  thousand 
pounds,  for  a  balance  due  to  the  crown  and  subjects  of 
Great  Britain,  after  dcrduction  made  of  the  demands 
of  the  crown  and  subjects  of  Spain :  that  this  sum 
should  be  employed  for  the  satisfaction,  discharge,  and 
payment  of  the  demands  of  the  British  subjects  upon 
the  crown  of  Spain :  that  this  reciprocal  discharge, 
however,  should  not  extend  or  relate  to  the  accounts  and 
differences  which  subsisted  and  were  to  be  settled  be- 
tween the  crown  of  Spain  and  the  Assiento  company,  nor 
to  any  particular  or  private  contracts  that  might  subsist 
between  either  of  the  two  crowns,  or  their  ministers,  with 
the  subjects  of  the  other ;  or  between  the  subjects  and  sub- 
jects of  each  nation  respectively :  that  his  catholic  majesty 
should  cause  the  sum  of  ninet\'-five  thousand  pounds  to  be 
paid  at  London  within  four  months,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  day  on  which  the  ratifications  were  exchanged.  Such 
was  the  substance  of  that  convention,  which  alarmed  and 
provoked  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Great  Britain,  exci- 
ted the  indignation  of  all  those  whp  retained  any  regard  for 
the  honour  of  their  country,  and  raised  a  general  cry  against 
the  minister  who  stood  at  the  helm  of  administration. 

^  XVII.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  now 
turned  upon  the  house  of  commons.  The  two  contending 
parties  summoned  their  whole  force  for  the  approaching  dis- 
pute; on  the  day  appointed  for  considering  the  convention, 
four  hundred  piembers  had  taken  their  seats  by  eight  in  the 
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morning.  In  a  committee  of  die  whole  house,  certaia 
West  India  merchants  and  planters  were  heard  against  the 
convention  :  so*  that  this  and  the  following  day  were  em- 
ployed in  reading  papers,  and  obtaining  information.  On 
the  eighth  day  of  March,  Mr.  H.  Walpok  having  launched 
out  in  the  praise  of-  that  agreement,  moved  for  an  address 
of  approbation  to  his  majesty.  He  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  Pembrokeshire ;  and  the  debate  began  with 
extraordinary  ardour.  He  who  first  distinguished  himself 
in  the  lists  was  sir  Thomas  Sanderson,  at  that  time  trea- 
surer to  the  prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  earl  of  Scarbo- 
rough. All  the  officers  and  adherents  of  his  royal  highness 
had  joined  the  opposition :  and  he  himself  on  this  occasion 
sat  in  the  gallery,  to  hear  the  debate  on  such  an  impoi^nt 
transaction.  Sir  Thomas  Sanderson  observed,  that  die 
Spaniards  by  the  convention,  instead  of  giving  us  repara- 
ration,  had  obliged  us  to  give  them  a  general  release.  They 
had  not  allowed  the  word  satisfaction  to  be  so  much  as  once 
mentioned  in  the  treaty.  Even  the  Spanish  pirate  who  had 
cut  off  the  ear  of  captain  Jenkins/  and  used  the  most  insult- 
ing expression  towards  the  person  of  the  king— ^tn  expres- 
sion which  no  British  subject  should  decently  repeat— an 
e^cpression  which  no  man  that  had  a  regard  for  his  sove- 
reign could  ever  forgive— even  this  fellow  lived  to*  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  his  rapine,  and  remained  a  living  testimony 
of  the  cowardly  tameness  and  mean  submission  of  Great 
Britain ;  of  the  triumphant  haughtiness  and  stubborn  pride 
of  Spain.  Lord  Gage,  one  of  the  most  keen,  spirited,  and 
sarcastic  orators  in  the  house,  stated  in  this  manner   the 

«  Captain  Jenkins  was  master  of  a  Scottish  merchant  ship.  He  vas  boarded 
hy  the  captain  of  a  Spnnish  piarda-costa,  who  treated  him.  in  ine  most  barbaitmr 
manner.  The  Spaoitu-ds,  after  having  rummaged  hit  vessel  for  what  they  ealled 
contraband  commodities,  without  findinj^any  thine  to  justify  their  search,  insalte^ 
Jenkins  with  the  most  opprobriooa  inveetivcs.  They  tore  off  one  of  his  ear«»  bid- 
ding Iti^n  carry  it  to  his  king,  and  tell  him  they  would  serve  him  in  the  tmme 
manner  should  an  opportunity  offer :  they  tortured  hitn  with  the  moat  sfaoekiog 
cruelty,  and  threatened  him  with  immediate  death.  This  man  waa  esamined  at 
the  bar  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  being  asked  by  a  mcml>er  what  he  thouf^faf 
when  he  found  himself  in  the  hands  of  such  barbarians?  *'  I  recommended  my 
'<  soul  to  God,  said  he,  and  ray  cause  to  mv  country'  *'  'I'hc  behaviour  of  this  brave 
seaman,  the  hightofhis  car,  which  was  produced,  with  his  account  of  the  indignitMra 
wliieh  had  been  offered  to  the  nation  and  sovereign  of  Great  Britaio,  filled  the 
whole  house  with  indigiialion.  Jenkins  was  afterwards  cmploved  in  the  service  of 
the  V^aai  Itidia  companv  ;  he  approved  himaelf  worthy  of  fiis  good  fortune  in  a 
long  engagement  with  tKe  pirate  Aiigria,  during  whii;h  he  behaved  with  estraor- 
dinan-  courage  and  conduct:  and  saved  his  own  shipt  with  three  otheia  that  wers 
under  his  convoy. 
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^ccoant  of  the  satisfaction  obtaioed  from  the  court  of  Spain 
by  the  convention:  the  losses  sustathed  by  the  Spanish 
depredations  amounted  to.  three  hundred  and  forty  thou* 
sand  pounds ;  the  commissary,  by  a  stroke  of  (lis  pen, 
reduced  this  demand  to  two  luindred  thousand  pounds ; 
then  forty-five  thousand  were  struck  off  for  prompt  payment: 
he  next  allotted  sixty  thous^d  pounds  as  the  remaining  part 
of  a  debt  pretended  to  be  due  to  Spain,  for  the  destmction 
of  her  fleet  by  sir  George  Byng,  though  it  appeared  by  the 
instructions  on  the  titf>le,  that  Spain  had  been  already  amply 
satisfied  on  that  head :  these  deductions  reduced  the  Ixil-  ' 
ante  to  ninety *five  thousand  pounds ;  but  the  king  of  Spain 
insisted  upon  the  South  Sea  company's  pdying  immediately 
the  sum  of  sixty-eight  thousand  pounds,  as  a  debt  due  to 
him  on  one  head  of  accounts,  though,  in  other  articles,  his  ' 
catholic  majesty  was  indebied  to  the  company  a  million  over 
and  above  the  demand :  The  remainder  to- be  paid  by  Spain 
did  not  exceed  seven-and-twenty  thousand  pounds,  from 
which  she  insisted  upon  deducting  whatever  she  might  have 
already  given  in  satisfaction  for  any  of  the  British  ships 
that  had  been  taken ;  and  on  being  allowed  the  value  of  the 
St.  Theresn,  a  Spanish  ship  which  had  been  seized  in  the 
port  of  Dublin.  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  with  an  energy  of  argument 
and  diction  peculiar  to  himself,  declaimed  ag^nst  the  cbn- 
vention,  as  insecure,  unsatisfactory,  and  disnonourable  to 
Oreat  Britain.  He  said  the  great  national  objection,  the 
searching  of  British  ships,  was  not  admitted,  indeed,  in  the  * 
preamble ;  but  stood  there  as  the  reproach  of  the  whole,  as 
the  strongest  evidence  of  the  fatal  submission  that  followed: 
on*  the  part  of  Spain,  an  usurpation,  an  inhuman  tyranny 
claimed  and  exercised  over  the  American  seas :  on  the  part 
of  England,  an  undoubted  right  by  treaties,  and  from  God 
and  natnre  declared  and  asserted  in  the  resolutions  of  par- 
liament ;  were  now  referred  to  the  discussion  of  plenipo-  . 
tentiaries,  upon  one  and  the  same  equal  foot.  This  un- 
doubted right' was  to  be  discussed  and  regulated ;  and  if  to 
regulate  be  to  prescribe  rules,  as  in  all  construction  it  is, 
that  right  was,  by  the  express  words  of  the  convention,  to . 
be  given  up  and  sacrificed :  for  it  must  cease  to  be  any 
thing  from  the  moment  it  is  submitted  to  limitation.  Mr. 
J^^yttelton,  with  equal  force  and  fluency,  anslV^ered  the 
Vol.  II.  I  i  i 
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ftpMch  of  Mr«  H»  Walpob.  ''  After  be  hud  uaed  nwy 
^^  argumenu  to  persuade  us  to  peace  (said  he)  to  any  peaee, 
^^  good  or  bod,  by  pomting  out  die  daiig»ra  of  a  war,  dan- 
'^  gers  I  by  no  naans  allow  to  be  such  as  he  repc^teiiU 
^^  them,  he  crowoed  all  those  terrors  with  the  name  of  tlie 
^^  pretender.  It  would  be  the  cause  of  the  pretender. 
♦*  The  pretender  would  come.  Is  the  honourable  gen- 
^^  tkwan  aenaible  wkat  this  li^guage  imports  i  The  peo* 
^^  pie  of  England  complain  of  the  greatest  wrongs 
^^  and  indignities  c  they  complain  of  the  interruption,  the 
^*  destrucUon  of  their  trade :    they  think  the  peace  has 

^  ^^  left  them  in  a  worse  condition  than  before :  and  in  answer 
*^  to  all  these  complainto,  what  are  they  told  i  Why,  thnt 
^^  their  continuing  to  sufer  all  this,  is  the  price  they  must 
^^  psty  to  keep  the  king  and  his  family  on  the  throne  of  these 
'^  realms*  If  this  were  true,  it  ought  not  to  be  owned :  but 
^^  it  is  far  from  truth  i  the' very  reverse  is  true.  Nothing  etn 
^^  weaken  the  family ;  nothing  shake  the  establishment,  but 
^^  such  measures  as  these  and  such  language  as  d)is.^  He 
affirmed  that  if  the  ministers  had  proceeded  conformeUy  to 
the  intentions  of  parliament,  they  would  either  have  acted 
with  vigour,  or  have  obtained  a  real  aecurity  in  an  express 
acknowledgement  of  our  right  not  to  be  searched  as  «  pre- 
liminary. Mine  qua  non^  to  our  treating  ^t  all.  Instead  of  ^is, 
they  had  referred  it  to  plenipotentiaries*  ^^  Would  you, 
^^  sir,  (said  he)  submit  to  a  reference,  whether  you  may 
^^  travel  unmolested  from  your  house  in  town  to  your  hoose 
^'  in  the  country  ?  Your  right  is  clear  and  undeniable,  why 
^^  would  you  have  it  discussed  i  but  much  less  would  you 
^^  refer  it,  if  two  of  your  judges  belonged  to  a  gimg  which 
^^  has  often  stopped  and  robbed  you  in  your  way  thither 
^'  before, -'—fTbe  ministers,  in  vindication  of  the  convention, 
asserted,  that  the  satisfaction  granted  by  Spain  was  ade- 

.  quate  to  the  injqry  received :  that  it  was  only  the  prelim- 
inary of  a  treaty  which  would  remove  all  causes  of  complaint ; 
that  war  was  always  expensive  and  dptrimental  to  a  trading 
nation,  as  well  as  uncertain  in  its  events :  that  France  and 

X  Spain  would  certainly  join  their  forces  in  case  of  a  rupture 
with  Great  Britain :  that  the.re  was  not  one  power  in  Europe 
upon  which  the  English  could  depend  for  effectual  assis> 
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tanee ;  and  that  wa^  irotild  favour  th^  cau86  and  designs  of 
a  popish  pftitenden  The  house  apon  a  diTisloa,  agreed  to 
the  address  |  but  when  a  motkm  was  made  for  its  being 
recommitted,  the  two  parties  reaeWed  the  engagement  with 
redoabled  eagerness  and  impetuosit)^*  Sir  William  Wynd- 
ham  and  Mr.Pultenejr  poured  all  the  thunder  of  their  elo- 
quence against  the  insolence  of  Spain,  and  the  concessions , 
of  the  British  ministry*  Sir  Robert  Walpole  exerted  all  his 
fortkada  and  deitterity  in  defence  of  himself  and  his  mea- 
aures,  and  ih^  questioti  being  put,  the  resolutions  for  the 
address  were  eaitied  by  a  small  mafority. 

$  XVIIL  Thea  sir  William  Wyadhain,  standing  up, 
made  a  pathetic  renionstrance  upon  this  determination. 
^*  Thii  address  (siad  he)  is  intended  to  convince  mankind, 
^  that  the  treaty  under  our  consideration  is  a  reasonable 
•*  and  iki  honourable  treaty.  But  if  a  majority  of  twenty- 
*^  eight  hi  such  a  full  house  should  fail  of  that  success ;  if 
**  the  people  should  not  imptichly  resign  their  reason  to  a 
^^  vote  of  this  house,  what  will  be  the  consequence  ^  Will 
^'  n<yi  the  parliameat  lose  ita  authority  f  Will  it  not  be 
"  thaaght,  that  even  in  the  parliciihent  we  are  governed  by 
**  a  faction  ?  and  what  the  consequence  of  this  may  be,  I 
**  leave  to  those  gentlemen  to  consider,  who  are  now  to  give 
*'  their  vole  for  this  address:  for  my  own  part,  1  will 
^  trouble  you  no  more,  bat,  with  these  my  last  words,  I 
^  sincerely  pray  to  Alfaighty  God,  who  has  so  often  won- 
*^  derfaUy  protected  these  kingdoms,  that  he  will  graciously 
^  coniinae  his  protectioti  over  them,  by  preserving  us  from 
^  that  impending  danger  which  threatens  the  nation  fcoih 
^  without,  aad  likewise  from  that  impending  daftger  which 
**  threatens  our  constitution  from  within."  The  minister 
was  on  this  occasion  deserted  by  his  usual  'temper,  and 
evep  provoked  into  personal  abuse.  He  declared,  that  the? 
gen^flkan  who  was  now  the  mouth  of  his  oppMents  had 
been  looked  upon  as  the  head  of  those  tr^itor^,  ,wfm  twenty- 
five  years  before  conspired  the  destruction  of  their  country 
aad  of  the  royal  family,  in  order  to  set  a  popish  pretender 
UpoA  dM  throne :  that  he  was  seized  by  the  vigikince  of  the 
then  government,  and  pardoned  by  its  clemency,  but  all  the 
use  he  had  ungratefully  made  of  thaft  clemency,  wa^  to 
qualify  himself  according  {o  bw,  that  he  and  his  paxty 
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might  some  time  or  other  have  an  opportmiitj  to  overthrow 
all  law.  He  branded  them  all  as  traitors,  and  expressed 
his  hope,  that  their  behaviour  would  unite  all  the  true 
friends  of  the  present  happy  establishment*  To  such  a 
degree  oj.mutual  animosity  were  both  sides  inflamed,  that 
the  most  eminent  members  of  the  minority  actually  retired 
from  parliament ;  and  were  by  the  nation  in  general  revered 
as  martyrs  to  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

$  XIX.  The  dispute  occaisioned  by  the  convention  in 
the  house  of  lords,  was  maintained  with  equal  warmth,  and 
perhaps  with  more  abilities.  After  this  famous  treaty  had 
been  considered,  lord  Carteret  suggested,  that  possibly  one 
of  the  contracting  powers  had  presented  a  protest  or  decla- 
ration, importing  that  she  acceded  to  such  or  such  a  mea- 
sure, only  upon  condition  that  the  terms  of  that  protest  or 
declaration  should  be  made  good.  He  said,  that  until  his 
mind  should  be  free  from  the  most  distant  suspicion  that 
such  a  paper  might  exist  in  the  present  case,  be  could  not 
form  a  just  opinion  of  the  transaction  himself,  or  communi- 
cate to  their  lordships  any  light  which  might  be  necessar)' 
for  that  purpose.  The  adherents  to  the  ministry  endea- 
voured to  evade  his  curiosity  in  this  particular,  by  general 
assertions :  but  he  insisted  on  his  suspicion  with  such  per- 
severance, that  at  length  the  ministry  produced  the  copy  of 
a  declaration  made  by  the  king  of  Spain  before  he  ratified 
the  convention,  signifying  that  his  catholic  majesty  reserved 
to  himself,  in  its  full  force,  the  right  of  being  able  to  sus- 
pend the  assiento  of  negroes,  in  case  the  company  should 
qot  pay  within  a  short  time  the  sum  of  sixty-eight  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  owing  to  Spain  on  the*  duty  of  negroes,  or 
on  the  profit  of  the  ship  Caroline :  that  under  the  validity 
and  force  of  this  protest,  the  signing  of  the  said  convention 
might  be  proceeded  on,  and  in  no  other  jnanner.  In  the 
debate  that  ensued,  lord  Carteret  displayed  a  surprising 
extent  of  political  knowledge,  recommended  by  all  the  graces 
of  elocution,  chaste,  pure,  dignified,  and  delicate.  Lord 
Bathurst  argued  against  the  articles  of  convention  with  his 
usual  spirit,  integrity,  and  good  sense,  particularly  animated 
by  an  honest  indignation  which  the  wrongs  of  his  country 
had  inspired.  The  earl  of  Chesterfield  attacked  this  inglo- 
rious measure  with  sfll  the  weight  of  argument,  and  all  the 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


1/38.  1.KORGEI1.  437 

poignancy  of  satire.  The  duke  of  Argylc,  no  longer  a 
^artissm  of  the  ministry,  inveighed  agauist  it  as  infamona, 
treacherous,  and  destructive,  t^ith  air  the  fire,  impetuosity, 
and  enthusiasm  of  declamation.  It  was  defended  with  une* 
qual  arms  by  the  du]ce  of  Newcastle,  the  earl  of  Cholmon- 
deley,  lord  Hervey,  the  lord  chancellor,  the  bishop  of 
Salisbury,  and  in  particular  by  the  earl  of  Hay,  a  nobleman 
of  extensive  capacity  and  uncommon  erudition ;  remarka- 
ble for  his  knowledge  of  the  civil  law,  and  seemingly  form^ 
by  nature  for  a  politician ;  cool,  discerning,  plaasible,  artful, 
and  enterprising,  staunch  to  the  minister,  and  invariably 
true  to  his  own  interest.  The  dispute  was  learned,  long, 
and  obstinate :  but  ended  as  usual  in  the  discomfiture  of 
those  who  had  stigmatized  the  treaty.  The  house  agreed 
to  an  address,  in  which  they  thanked  his  majesty  for  his 
gracious  condescension  in  laying  before  them  tl\e  conven- 
tion. They  acknowledged  his  great  prudence  in  bringing 
the  demands  of  his  subjects  for  their  past  losses,  which  had 
been  so  long  depending,  to  a  final  adjustment ;  in  procuring 
an  express  stipulation  for  a  speedy  payment ;  and  in  laying 
a  foundation  for  accomplishing  the  great  and  desirable  ends 
of  obtaining  future  security :  and  preserving  the  peace 
between  the  two  nations.  They  declarsd  their  confidence 
in  his  royal  wisdom,  that  in  the  treaty  to  be  concluded  in 
pursuance  of  the  convention,  proper,  provisions  would  be 
made  for  the  redress  of  the  grievances  of  which  the  nation 
had  so  jusdy  ^complained :  they  assured  his  majesty,  that 
in  case  his  just  expectations  should  not  be  answered,~the 
house  would  heartily  and  zealously  concur  in  all  such  mea- 
sures as  should  be  necessary  to  vindicate  his  majesty's 
honour,  and  to  preserve  to  his  subjects  the  full  enjoyment 
of  all  those  rights  to  which  they  were  entided  by  treaty  and 
the  law  of  nations.  This  was  a^  hard  won  victory.  At 
the  head  of  those  who  voted  against  the  address  we  find  the 
prince  of  Wales.  His  example  was  followed  by  six  dukes^ 
two-and-twenty  earls,  four  viscounts,  eighteen  barons,  four 
bishops ;  and  their  party  was  reinforced  by  sixteen  proxies* 
A  spirited  protest  was  entered  and  subscribed  by  nine-and- 
thirty  peers,  comprehending  all  the  noblemen  of  the  king- 
dom who  were  most  eminent  for  their  talents,  integrity,  and 
virtue. 
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$  XX.  A  ine£^sag6  having  been  delivered. Co  the  hcnsse 
from  his  majesty;*  importing^  that  he  had  settled  tiitie-an4- 
thirty  .thousand  pounds  per  annum  on  the  younger  childreii 
of  the  royal  family  i  and  desiring  their  lordships  would 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  majesty  to  make  that  provisioa 
goody  out  of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown,  some 
lords  in  the  opposition  observed  that  the  next  heir  to  the 
crown  might  look  upon  this  settlement  as  a  mortgage  of  his 
revenue,  which  a  parliament  had  no  power  to  make :  that 
formerly  no  daughter  of  the*  royal  family  was  ever  provided 
for  by  parliament,  except  the  eldest^  and  that  never  was  by 
way  of  annuity,  but  an  express  provision  of  a  detennioate 
sum  of  money  paid  by  way  of  dowry.  These  objections 
Were  overruled ;  and  the  house  complied  with  bis  majes* 
ty's  request.  Then  the  duke  of  Newcastle  produced  a  sub- 
sidy treaty,  by  which  his  majesty  obliged  himself  to  pay  to 
the  king  of  Denmark  seventy  thousand  pounds  per  annom, 
on  condition  of  the  Dane^s  furnishing  to  his  Britannic 
majesty  a  body  of  six  thousand  men,  when  demanded*  At 
the  same  time,  his  grace  delivered  a  message  from  the 
king,  desiring  the  house  would  enable  him  to  fulfil  this 
engagement :  and  also  to  raise  wfiat  money  and  troops  the 
exigency  of  affairs,  during  the  approaching  recessi  might 
require.  Another  vehement  dispute  arose  from  this  pro- 
^  posal.  With  respect  to  the  treaty,  lord  Carteret  observed, 
that  no  use  could  be  made  of  the  Danish  troops  in  any 
expedition  undertaken  against  Spain,  because  it  was  stipu- 
lated in  tl)e  treaty,  that  they  should  not  be  used  either  in 
Italy,  or  on  board  of  the  fleet,  or  be  transported  in  -whcAt 
or  in  part  beyond  sea,  after  they  should  have  marched  oat 
of  the  territories  of  Denmark,  except  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland :  na}%  should  France 
join  against  the  English,  the  Danes  could  not  act  against 
that  power  or  Spain,  except  as  part  of  an  army  formed  in 
Germany  or  Flanders.  This  body  of  Danes  may  be  said, 
therefore,  to  have  been  retained  for  the  defence  and  protec- 
tion of  Hanover :  or,  if  the  interest  of  Britain  was  at  all 
consulted  in  the  treaty,  it  must  have  been  in  preventing  the 
Danes  from  joining  their  fleets  to  those  of  Prance  and 
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$p»in*  Tb«n  h^  argued  against  the  second  part  of  the 
meesage  with  great  vivacity.  He  said  nothiog  could  be 
more  dangerous  to  the  constitution  than  a  general  and 
unUmited  vote  of  credit.  Such  a  demand  our  ancestors 
would  have  heard  with  iimasi^iiient,  and  rejected  with  Korn* 
He  afirmed  that  the  practice  was  but  of  modem  date  in 
England :  that  it  was  never  heard  of  before  the  revolution ; 
and  never  became  frequent  until  the  nation  %vas  blessed 
with  the  present  wise  administration.  He  said,  if  ever  a 
general  vote  of  credit  and  confidence  should  become  a  cus- 
tomary compliment  iVom  the  parliament  to  the  crown  at 
the  end  of  every  session,  or  as  often  as  the  minister  might 
think  (it  to  desire  it,  parliaments  would  grow  despicable  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people  :  then  a  proclamation  might  be  easily 
substituted  in  its  staad*  and  happy  would  it  be  for  the  nation 
if  that  should  be  sufficient ;  fr*r  when  a  parliament  ceases  to 
be  a  check  upon  ministers,  it  becomes  an  useless  and  unne- 
cessary burden  on  the  people*  The  representatives  must 
always  be  paid  some  way  or  other :  if  their  wages  are  not 
paid  openly  and  surely  by  their  respective  constituents,  as 
they  were  formerly,  a  majority  of  them  may  in  future 
times  be  always  ready  to  accept  of  wages  from  the  admin* 
istratioa,  and  these  must  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people*  The  duke  of  Argyle  and  the  earl  of  Chesterfield 
enlarged  upon  the  same  topics.  Nevertheless,  the  house 
complied  with  the  message ;  and  presented  an  address,  in 
which  they  not  only  approved  of  the  treaty  with  Denmark, 
but  likewise  assured  his  majesty  they  would  concur  with  his 
measures,  and  support  him  in  fiilfiUing  his  engagements,  as 
well  as  in  making  such  further  augmentation  of  his  forces 
by  sea  and  land,  as  he  should  think  necessary  for  the  honour, 
interest,  and  safety  of  these  kingdoms. 

5  XXI.  The  same  message  being  communicated  to  the 
commons,  they  voted  seventy  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-three  pounds,  for  the  subsidy  to  Denmark,  and  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds  for  augmenting  the  forces  on  any 
emergency.  As  Great  Britain  stood  engaged  by  the  con-  * 
vention  to  pay  the  crown  of  Spain  the  sum  of  sixty  thou- 
sand pounds  in  consideration  of  the  ships  taken  and 
destroyed  by  sir  George  Byng,  which  sum  was  to  be  appli- 
ed to  th^  relief  of  the  British  merchants  who  had  suffered 
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by  the  Spanish  depredations,  the  commons  inserted  in  a 
bill  a  clause,  providing  for  this  sund  to  be  paid  by  the  par- 
liament. When  the  bill  was  read  in  the  house  of  lords  a 
motion  was  made  !)y  lord  Bathurst  for  an  address,  to  know, 
whether  Spain  had  paid  the  money  stipulated  by  the  con- 
vention, as  the  time  limited  for  the  payment  of  it  was  now 
expired.  The  duke  of  Ncwcasde,  by  his  majesty's  permis- 
sion, acquainted  the  house ^that  it  was  not  paid;  and  that 
Spain  had  as  yet  given  no  reason  for  the  non-payment 
Then  a  day  was  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
nation,  when  lord  Carteret  moved  for  a  resolution,  that  the 
failure  of  Spain  in  this  particular  was  a  breach  of  the  con- 

.  vention,  a  high  indignity  to  his  majesty,  and  an  injustice 
to  the  nation :  but,  after  a  warm  debate,  this  motion  was 
overruled  by  the  majority.  The  minister,  in  order  to  atoi>e 
in  some  measure  for  the  unpopular  step  he  had  taken  in  the 
convention,  allowed  a  salutary  law  to  pass  for  the  encour- 
agement of  the  woollen  manufacture :  and  two  bills  in 
behalf  of  the  sugar  colonies,  one  permitting  them,  for  a 
limited  time,  to  export  their  produce  directly  to  foreign 
parts,  under  proper  restrictions :  and  the  other  making 
more  effectual  provisions  for  securing  the  duties  laid  upon 
the  importation  of  foreign  sugars,  rum,  and  molasses  into 
Great  Britain,  and  his  majesty's  plantations  in  America. 
The  supplies  being  voted,  the  funds  established,  and  the 

"crown  gratified  in  every  particular,  the  king  closed  the  ses- 
sion with  a  speech  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,, when  the 
chancellor  in  his  majesty's  name  prorogued  the  parliament.^ 
$  XXII.  Letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  were  granted 
against  the  Spaniards  :  a  promotion  was  made  of  general 
ofEcers :  the  troops  were  augmented  ;  a  great  fleet  was 
assembled  at  Spithead ;  a  reinforcement  sent  out  to  admiral 

b  Amonff  die  la^vs  enacted  in  tlie  course  'of  this  session  was  mi  aet  ii^nit 
gAniinr,  which  had  becoino  univcr^l  thi^moih  .hII  nuiks  of  iico|»Ic.  and  (UlcIv  to 
pi*OTC  uestructivc  of  ail  iiinnds,  industry,  and  sentiment  Anotiicr  mil  )»a«sed,  for 
^■anting  a  rewaitl  to  Joanna  Stcxens,  on  her  discovering,  for  the  hcnefit  of  Uie 
l)uUlic,  ft  nostrum  for  the  ciu'C  of  pcri^ns  afnicte<1  \iith  tiic  iitonc;  a  medicine 
which  has  by  no  ineanS/Aiiswered  the  expectations  of  the  Icf'^slatui'c. 

In  the  house  of  U»rds  complaint  wasjUiade  by  lord  Dclawar  of  a  satire,  cnti- 
Ued,  Manuers,  writteuMiy  Air.  Whitehead^  i»  which  scjiiic  chanictei-s  of  distinetioo 
were  severely  laslied,  in  the  true  spirit  of  poetry.  It  wus  \*otcd  a  Hbel ;  a  motion 
was  made  to  take  the  author  into  custotly ;  but  lie  having  withdrawn  himself,  the 
resentment  of  the  house  fell  upon  It.  Doilsloy,  the  publiUicr  of  the  work,  who  wa* 
comniitted  to  the  usher  of  the  black  rod,  though  liol  (.':j'fcrct,  the  ca;*lof  Abiag- 
don,  and  Ibifl  Tallwt,  spoke  in  his  behalf. 

>  .:         ■'["■'  ,r> '. ,  -  ■  '^  y^.'-<s^^'^}/ 
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Haddock ;  and  an  embargo  laid  en  aH  merchant  ships  om* 
-ward  bound.  Notwithstanding  these  preparations  ef  war, 
Mr.  Keen  Ae  British  minister  at  Madrid,  declared  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  that  his  master,  although  he  had  permitted 
his  subjects  to  make  reprisals,  would  not  be  understood  to 
^ve  broken  tht  peace ;  and  that  this  permission  would  be 
Tecalled  as  soon  as  his  catholic  majesty  should  be  disposed 
to  make  the  satisfaction  which  had  been  so  justly  demanded. 
He  was  giiren  to  understand,  that  the  king  of  Spain  looked 
«pon  thosf  reprisals  as  acts  of  hostility ;  juid  that  he  hoped, 
with  the  assistance  of  heaven  and  his  allies,  he  should  be 
able  to  support  a  ^;ood  cause  against  his  adversaries.  He 
published  a  manifesto  in  justification  of  his  own  conduct, 
complaining  that  admiral  Haddock  had  received  orders  to 
cruise  with  his  squadron  between  the  capes  St.  Vincent 
and  St.  Mary,  in  .order  to  cuiprise  the  Assogue  ships ;  that 
letters  of  reprisal  had  been  published  at  hoaden  in  aa 
indecent  -style,  and  even  carried  into  execution  in  different 
parts  of 'the  world.  He  excused  his  non  payment  of  the 
ninety*  five  thousand  pounds  stipulated  in  the  convention,  by 
affirming  that  the  British  court  had  first  contravened  the 
articles  of  that  treaty,  by  the  orders  sent  to  Haddock ;  by 
continuing  to  fortify  Georgia;  by  reanfopcing  the  squadron 
at  Jamaica ;  and  by  eluding  ike  payment  of  the  sixty-eight 
thousand  pounds  due  to  Spain  from  the  South  Sea  company, 
on  the  asaiento  for  negroes.  The  French  ambassador  at  the 
Hague,  declared  that  the  king  his  master  was  obliged  by 
treaties  to  assist  his  catholic  majesty  by  sea  and  land,  in 
case  he  should  be  attacked ;  he  dissuaded  the  states  general 
frbm  espousing  the  quarrel  of  Great  Britain;  and  they 
assured  him  they  would  observe  a  strict  neutrality,  though 
they  could  not  anroid  furnishing  his  Britannic  majesty  with 
such  succours  as  he  could  demand,  by  virtue  of  the  treaties 
subsisting  between  the  two  powers.  The  people  of  England 
were  inspired  with  uncommon  alacrity  at  the  near  prospect 
of  war,  for  which  they  had  so  long  clamoured ;  and  the 
ministry  seeing  it  unavoidable,  began  to  he  earnest  and 
effectual  in  their  preparations. 

$  XXIII.  The  events  of  war  were  sdll  unfavourable 
to  the  emperor.  He  had  bestowed  the  command  of  his 
army  upon  velt  mareschal  count  Wallis,  who  assembled  bis^ 
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forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belgrade;  and  Mvaaiced 
towards  Crotska,  where  he  was  attacked  by  th^  Turks  with 
such  impetuosity  and  perseverance,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
give  ground,  after  a  long  and  obstinate  engagement,  in 
whidi  he  lost  above  six  thousand  men.    7he  earl  of  Craw- 
ford)  who  served  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Imperial' army,  sig- 
nalized   his   courage  in  an  extraordinary  manner  on  thtf 
occasion,   and  received   a   dangerous  wound,  of  which  he 
never  perfectly  recovered*     The   Turks  were  afterwards 
worsted  at  Jabouka,  nevertheless,  their  grand  anjiy  invested 
Belgrade  on  the  side  of  Servia,  and  carried  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the   siege  with   extraordinary  vigpmir*     The  «n* 
peror,   dreading  the  loss  of  this  place,   seeing  his  finances 
exhausted,  and  his  army  considersiily  diminished,  ccyssented 
to  a  negotiation  for  peace,  which  was  transacted  under  the 
mediation  of  the  French  ambassador  at  the  Ottoman  Porte* 
The  count  de  Neuperg,  as  Imperial  plenipotentiary,  signed 
the   preliminaries  on   the  first  day  of  September.     They 
were  ratified  by  the  emperor,  though  he  pretended  to  be 
dissatisfit.  d  with  the  articles ;  and  declared  that  his  miniscer 
had  exceeded  his  powers.     By  this  treaty  the   bouse  of 
Austria  ceded   to  the   grand   seignior,  Belgrade,  Sabatz, 
Servia,  Austrian  Waliachia,  the  isle  and  fortress  of  Orsov;l^ 
with  the  fort  of  St.  Elizabeth;  and  the  contracting  powers 
agreed  that  the   Danube   and   the   Saave  should  serve  as 
boundaries  to  the  two  empires.     The  emperor  published  a 
circular  letter,   addressed  to  his  ministers  at  all  the  courts 
in  Europe,  blaming  count  Wallis  for  the  bad  success  of  the 
last  campaign,   and   disowning  the  negotiations  of  cooat 
Neuperg ;  nay,  these  two  officers  were  actually  disgrac^, 
and  confined  in  di^erent  castles.     This,   however,  was  no 
other  than  a  sacrifice  to  the  resentment  of  the  czarina,  who 
loudly  complained,  that  the  emperor  had  concluded  a  ^pa- 
rate  peace,  contrary  to  his  engagements^  with  the  Russian 
empire.     Her  general,  count  Munich,  had*  obtai^|»d  a  vie* 
tory  over  the  Turks  at  Choczim  in  Moldavia,   and^'^'made 
himself  master  of  that  place,  in  which  h*  found  two  bun* 
dred  pieces  of  artillery :  but  the  country  was  so  ruined  by 
the  incursions  of  the  Tartars,  that  the  Muscovites  could 
not  subsist  in  it  during  tha  winter^     llie  czarina,   finding 
herself  abandoned  by  the  emperor^  and  unable  to  cope  witb 
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Am:  vholft  power  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  took  the  first 
opporcunitj  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war  updn  honourabte 
terms.  After  a  short  negotiation,  the  conferences  ended 
m  a  treaty,  by  which  she  was  left  in  possession  of  Asoph, 
on  -condition  ihat  its  fortifications  should  be  demolished : 
and  die  aueient  Fimits  were  reestablished  between  the  two 
caapi^es.     « 

$  XXIV.  A  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain 
iros  now  become  inevitable.  The  English  squadron  in  the 
Mediterranean  had  already  made  prize  of  two  rich  Caracca 
ships*  The  king  had  issued  orders  for  augmenting  his 
land  forces,  and  raising  a  body  of  marines :  and  a  great 
iMMDber  of  ships  of  war  were  put  hi  commission.  Admiral 
VemM  liad  been  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  to  assume  the 
command  of  the  squadron  in  those  seas ;  and  to  annoy  the 
trade  and  setdements  of  the  Spaniards.  This  gentleman 
had  rendered  himself  considerable  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, by  loudly  condemning  all  the  measures  of  the  minis- 
try, md  bluntly  spealttng  his  sentiments,  whatever  they 
were,  without  respect  of  persons,  and  sometimes  without 
any  regard  to  decorum.  He  was  counted  a  good  officer, 
and  this  boisterous  manner  seemed  to  enhance  his  charac- 
ter. As  he  had  once  commanded  a  squadron  in  Jamaica, 
he  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  widi  those  seas ;  and  in  a 
debate  upon  the  Spanish  depredations,  he  chanced  to  affirm, 
that  Porto  Beilo  on  the  Spanish  main  might  be  easily  taken  i 
nay,  he  even  undertook  to  reduce  it  with  six  ships  only. 
This-  offer  was  ethoed  from  the  mouths  of  all  the  members 
in  the  opposition.  Vernon  was  extolled  as  another  Drake 
or  Raleigh :  he  became  die  idol  of  a  party,  and  his  praise 
reaoondad  from  all  comers  of  the  kingdom.  The  minister, 
in  order  to  appease  the  clamours  of  the  people  on  this 
sabject,  sent  him  as  commander  in  chief  to  the  West  Indies. 
He  was  pleased  with  an  opportunity  to  remove  such  a 
troubUsome  ceasor  from  the  house  of  commons  i  and, 
perhaps,  he  was  not  without  hope,  that  Vernon  would  dis- 
grace khtoself  and  his  party,  by  failing  in  the  exploit  he 
had  aadertaken*  His  catholic  majesty  having  ordered  all 
the  Bridslk  ships  in  his  harbours  to  be  seized  and  detained^ 
the  king -ofrEflsgland  would  keep  measures  with  him  no 
longer,  btit'dtnouaced  war  a^mnst  him  on  the  twenty-third 
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day  o(  October.  Many  English  merchants  began  to  «qttip 
privateers,  and  arm  their  trading  ^vessels ;  to  protect  their 
own  commerce^  as  well  as  to  distress  diat  of  the  enemy^ 
The  session  of  parliaiment  was  opened  in  November,  when 
tha  king,  in  his  speech  to  both. houses,  declared,  that  he  had 
augmented  bis  forces  by  sea  and  land,  pursuast  to  the 
power  vested  in  him  by  parliament  for  the  security  of  hi» 
<jk>in<Bion89  Chc  protection  of  trade,  and  the  annoyance  of 
the  enemy ;  and  he  expressed  his  apprehension,  that  the 
heats-  and  animosities,  which  had  been  industriously  fo- 
mented throughout  the  kingdom,  encouraged  Spain  to  act 
in  such  a  manner  as  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  have 
recourse  ta  arms.  In  answer  to  this  speech,  affectionitte 
addresses  were  presented  by  both  houses,  without  any 
considerable  opposition. 

$  XXV.  The  seceding  members  had  again  resumed 
their  seats  in  the  house  of  commons  ;  and  Mr.  Pukeney 
thought  proper  to  vindicate  the  extraordinary  step  which 
they  had  taken.  He  said,  they  thought  that  step  was 
necessary,  as  afiairs  then  stood,  for  clearing  their  cha* 
racters  to  posterity  from  the  imputa^n  of  sitting  in  an 
assembly,  where  a  determined  majority  gave  a  sanction  to 
measures  evidently  to  the  disgrace  of  hia.  majesty  and 
the  aation.  He  observed,  that  their  t:onduct  was  so 
fully  justified  by  the  declaration  of  war  against  Spain,  that 
any  further  vindication  would  be  superfluous;  for  every 
assertion  contained  in  it  had  been  almost  is  the  same  words 
insisted  upon  by  those  who  opposed  the  copvendoa: 
'^  every  sentence  in  it  (added  he),  is  an  echo  of  what 
^  was  said  in  our  reasonings  against  that  treaty :  ever}' 
^^  positive  truth  which  the  declaration  lays  down,  was  de- 
^  nied  with  the  utmost  confidence  by  those  who  spoke  for 

'  *^  ihe  convention ;  and  sinc<  that  time,  there  haa  not  one 
^*  event  happened  which  was  not  then  foresees  and  fore- 

'  ^^  told*"  He  proposed,  that  in  maintainiog  the  war,  the ' 
Spanish  settlements  in  the  West  Indies  should  be  attacked; 
an4  that  the  ministry  should  not  have  the  power  to  give  up 
the  conquests  that  might  be  made.  He  snid  .he  heartily 
wished,  for  bis  majesty's  honour  and  service,  that  w^  aaea- 
tion  had  been  made  of  heats  and  aaimpsitiea^ili.  the  king's 
speeph ;  and  gave  it  as  his  opini^Mi,   that  tb€y(  abeuld  Cake 
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no  notice  of  that  clause  in  tbeir  address.  He  wns  ansirer* 
ed  by  sir  Robert  Walpole,' who  took**  oecasion  to  say,  lie 
was  in  no  great  concern  lest  the  service  of  his  majesty  or  the 
nation  should  suffer  by  the  absence  of  those  members  who 
had  quitted  the  house ;  he  affirmed,  the  nation  was  generally 
sensible,  that  the  many  useful  and  poptular  acts  which  pas<> 
sed  towards  the  end  of  the  last  session,  were  gready  for* 
warded  and  facilitated  by  the  secession  of  those  gentlemen  ; 
and,  if  they  were  returned  only  to  oppose  and  perplesy  he 
should  not  be  at  all  sorry  to  see  theiA  secede  again* 

$  XXVI.  Mr.  Pulteney  revived  the  bill  which  he  had 
formerly  prepared  for  the  encouragement  of  seamen*     Af- 
ter a  long  dispute,  and  eager  opposition  by  die  ministry,  it 
passed  both  houses,  and  obtained  the  royal  assent.     Mr. 
Sandys  having  observed  that  there  could  be  no  immediate 
nae  for  a. great  number  of  forces  in  the  kingdom;  and  ex- 
plained how  litde  service  could  be  expected  from  raw  and 
undisciplined  men ;  proposed  an  address  to  the  king,  de- 
siring that  the  body  of  marines  should  be  composed  of 
drafts  from  the  old  regiments :  that  as  few  officers  should 
be  appointed  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  permit ;  and 
he  expressed  his  hope,  that  the  house  wobld  recommend 
this  method  to  his  majesty,  in  tender  compassioh  to  his 
people,  already  burdened  with  many  heavy  and  grieVous 
taxes.     This  scheme,  was  repugnant  to  the  intention  of  the 
ministry,  whose  aim  was  to  increase  the  number  of  their 
dependents,  and  extend   their  parliamentary  interest,  by 
granting  a  great  number  of  commissions.     The  proposal 
was,  therefore,  after  a  long  debate,  rejected  by  die  majority. 
Motions   were  made   for  an  inquiry  into  die  conduct  of 
tb6se  who  concluded  the  convention ;  but  they  were  over- 
ruled*    The  pension  bill  was  revived,  and  so  powerfully 
supported  by  the  eloquence  of  sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr. 
Pulteney,  and  Mr.  L3rtdeton,  that  it  made  its  way  through 
the  commons  to  the  upper  house^  where  it  was  again  lost  upon 
a  division,  after  a  very  long  deSate.     As  the  seamen  of  the 
•  kingdom,  expressed  uncommon  aversion  to  the  service  of 
the  government,  and  the  fleet  could  not  be  manned  without 
great  difficulty,  the  ministry  prepared  a  bill  wh|ch   was 
brou|^  in.  hjs  sir  Charles  Wager,  for  registering  all  sea- 
men^ wail^ritten,  fishermen,  and  lightermen,  throughout  his 
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itttyesty's  dominions*  H«d  Ais  bill  passed  into  a  lav,  a 
Britisln  sailor  would  have  been  reduced  to  the  most  abject 
degree  of  slavery-:  had  he  removed  from  a  certain  district 
allotted  for  tbe  place  of  his  residence,  he  would  have  been 
deemed  a  deserter,  and  punished  accordio|^y  :  fae  must 
have  appeared^  when  summoned,  at  all  hazards,  \vhatever 
might  have  been  -  the  circumstances  of  his  family,  or  die 
State  of  his  private  aftars :  had  he  been  incumbered  widi 
debt»  he  must  either  have  incurred  the  penalties  of  this  law^ 
or  lain  at  the  m^rcy  of  his  creditors :  had  he  acquired  by 
indiistry,  or  received  by  inheritance,  an.  ample  fortune,  he 
would  hare  been  liable  to  be  tors  from  his  possessionsy  and 
subjected  to  iinrdsbips  which  no  man  would  endure  bm 
from  tbe.senst*  of  lear  or  indigence.  The  biil  was  .so 
vigoranftsl}^  opposed  by  sir  John  Barnard  and  qtfaers,  as  a 
flagrant  encroacfatnent  on  tlie  liberties  of  the  people,  that 
the  house  rrjected  it  on  the  second  reading. 

$-  XXVII.  The  king  having  by  message  commonicated 
to  the  house  his  intention  of  disposing  the  princess  Mary  la 
marriage  to  prince  Frederic  of  Hesse;  and  eapressing  his 
hope,  that  tbe  oommons  wonld  enable  him  to  give  a  suiuhie 
portion  to  his  daughter,  they  unanimously  resolved  to*grant 
forty  thousand  pounds  for  that  purpose ;  and  preaenlad  an 
address  of  thanks  to  his-  majesty,  for  having  commupicfied 
to  the  house  this  intended  marriage.  On  the  thirteenth 
day  of  March  a  ship  arrived  from  the  West  Indies,  des* 
patched  by  admiral  Vernon,  with  an  account  of  his  having 
taken  Porto  Bello,  on  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  with  six  ships 
only,  and  demoltshed  all  the  fortifications  of  the  place. 
The  Spaniards  acted  with  such  pusillanimity  on  this  occa- 
slon,  that  their  forts  were  taken  almost  withoot  bloodshed. 
The  two  houses  of  parliament  joined  in  an  address  of  con- 
gratulation upon 'this  success  of  his  majesty's  aims ;  and 
the  nation  in  general  was  wonderfully  elated  by  aa  exploit 
which  was  magnified  much  above  its  merit*  'She  connaons 
granted  every  .things  the  crown  thought  proper  tp  demand. 
They  provided  for  eight-and-twenty  thousand  taiid  iB^tftSj* 
besides  six  thousand  marines*  They  enaUad  his  im^es^ 
to  equip  a  very  powerful  navy ;  they  voted  tbe  aubsidy  to 
tbe  king  of  Denmark ;  and  they  empowered  their  aov^ieigB 
to  defray  oertain  extraordinary  expense^  not  spadiad  in  the 
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CAtitnltes*  To  answer  these  oncommmi  gnuts,  they  im** 
posed  a  land  tax  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound;  and 
enabled  his  miyes^  to  deduct  twelve  hundred  thousand 
pounds  from'  the  sinking  fund;  in  a  word,  the  expense  of 
th^  war,  during^  the.  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  amounted  to 
about  four  millions*  The  session  was  closed  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  April,  when  the  king  thanked  the  commons  for 
the  supi^ies  they  had  so  liberally  granted,  and  recommended 
unioo  and  moderation  to  bodi  houses. 

$  \XVIII.  During  the  ^greatest  part  of  this  winter,  the 
poor  had  been  grievously  afflicted  in  consequence  of  a 
severe  frost,  which  began  at  christmas,  and  cominued  till 
the  latter  end-  of  Februar}**  The  river  Thames  was 
covered  with  such  a  crust  of  ice,  that  a  multitude  of  peo- 
ple dwelled  upon  it  in  tents,  and  a  great  number  of  booths 
wc^e  erected  for  the  entertainment  of  the  populace.  The 
navigation  was  entirely  stopped :  the  watermen  and  fishery- 
men  were  disabled  from  earning  a  livelihood :  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  were  destroyed  by  the  cold,  which  was  so 
extreme,  that  many  persons  were  chilled  to  death ;  and  this 
calamity  was  the  more  deeply  felt,  as  the  poor  could  not 
afford  to  supply  themselves  with  coals  and  fuel,  which  were 
advanced  in  price,  in  proportion  to  the  severity  and  conti- 
nuance of  the  frost.  The  lower  class  of  labourers,  who 
worked  in  the  open  air,  were  now  deprived  of  all  means  of 
subsistence  5  many  kinds  of  manufacture  were  laid  aside, 
tyecause  it  was  found  impracticable  to  carry  them  on*  The 
price  of  all  sorts  of  provision  roso  almost  to  a  dearth ;  even 
wator  WAS  sold  in  the  streets  of  London.  In«  this  season  of 
distress,  many  wretched  families  must  have  perished  by 
cold  and  hunger,  had  not  those  of  opulent  fortunes  been  in- 
spired with  a  remarkable  spirit  of  compassion  and  humani* 
ty.  Nothing  can  more  redound  to  the  honour  of  the  Eng- 
lish nation,  than  did  those  instances  of  benevolence  and 
well  conducted  charity  which  were  then  exhibited.  The 
liberal  luoid  was  not  only  opened  to  the  professed  beggar, 
and  the  poor  that  owned  their  distress;  but  uncommon 
painfr  were  uken  to  find  out  and  relieve  those  more  unhiq>py 
objects.  Who  from  motives  of  false  pride,  or  ingenuous 
shamCf  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  misery.     These  were 

♦  An.  1740. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


^^^  UISTORT.OF  EHGLANO.  i^^^ 

assisted  almost  ia  their  own  despite*  The  sojitiuy  habita- 
tions of  the  widow,  the  fatherkss,  and  die  unfortunate,  were 
visited  by  the  beneficent,  who  felt  for  the  woes  of  their  fel- 
low creatures;  and,  to  such  as  refined  to  receive  a  ponioa 
of  the  public  charity,  the  necessaries  of  life  were  privately 
conveyed,  ia  such  a  manner  as  could  least  shock  the  deli- 
cacy of  their  dispositions. 

§  XXIX. '  In  the  beginning  of  May  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  set  out  for  Hanover,  after  having  appointed  a  regen- 
cy, and  concerted  vigorous  measures  for  distressing  the 
enemy.  In  a  few  days  after  his  departure,  the  spousals  of 
the  princess  Mary  were  celebrated  by  proxy,  die  duke  of 
Cumberland  representing  the  prince  of  Hesse,  and  in  June 
the  princess  embarked  for  the  condnent.  About  the  same 
time,  a  sloop  arrived  in  England  with  despatches  fn>m  ad* 
miral  Vernon,  who  since  his  adventure  at  Porto  Bello,  had 
bombarded  Carthagena,  and  taken  the  fort  of  San  Lorenzo, 
on  the  river  of  Chagre,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  bis 
former  conquesu  This  month  was  likewise  marked  by  die 
death  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  a  prince  by  no  means 
remarkable  for  great  or  amiable  qualities*  He  was  sac* 
ceeded  on-the  throne  by  Frederic  his  eldest  son,  the  Iste 
'king  of  that  resdm,  who  has  so  eminendy  distinguished  him- 
self  as  a  warrior  and  legislator*  In  Aygust,  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  landgrave  of 
Hesse,  who  engaged  to  furnish  him  with  a  body  of  six  thou* 
sand  men  for  four  years,  in  consideration  of  an  annual 
subsidy  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  crowns* 

'  XXX.  Meanwhile,  preparatibns  of  war  were  vigoronslj 
carried  on  by  the  ministry  in  JEngland*  They  had  wisely 
resolved  to  annoy  the  Spaniards  in  their  American  posses* 
sions*  Three  ships  of  war,  cruising  in  the  bay  of  JSiscay, 
fell  in  with  a  large  Spanish  ship  of  the  line  strongly  msa- 
ned,  and  took  her  after  a  very  obstinate  engagement:  but 
the  Assogue  ships  arrived,  with  the  treasure,  in  Spain,  not- 
withstanding the  vigilance  of  the  English  commanden, 
who  were  stationed .  in  a  certain  latitude  to  intercept  thst 
flota*  One  camp  was  formed  on  Honslow  heath ;  and  six 
thousand  marines  lately  levied  were  encamped  on  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  in  order  to  be  embarked  for  the  West  Indies. 
Intelligence  being  received^  that  a  strong  squadron  of  Span- 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


ly^jo.  oxxmomiL  4^9 


ifth  ships  of  war  wtdted  at  Pcrral  for  ^rdere  to  aattto-) 
American  settlements,  sir  John  Norris  sailed  with  a  power« 
fol  fleet  from  Spithead,  to  dispute  their  voyage;  andthe 
duke  of  Cumberland  served  in,  person  as  a  volunteer  in  thiat 
expedition:  but,  after  divers  fruitless  efibrts,  he  was,  by. 
contrary  winds,  obliged  to  lie  inactive  for  the  greatest  par| 
of  the  summer  in  Torbay :  and,  upon  advice  that  the  Freocto 
and  Spanish  squadrons  had  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  11% 
conjunction,  the  design  against  Ferrol  was  wholly  laid 
aside.  In  September,  a  small  squadron  of  ^ips  commanded 
by  commodore  Anson,  set  sail  for  the  South  Sea,  ii>  ordev 
to  act  against  the  enemy  on  the  coast  of  Chili  and  Penit 
and  cooperate  occasionally  with  admiral  Vernon  across'the 
ithmus  of  Darien.  The  s<3heme  was  well  laid,  but  ruined 
by  imnecessary  delays,  and  unforeseen  accidents.  But  the 
hopes  of  the  nation  centered  chiefly  in  a  fornudable  arma:; 
ment  designed  for  the  northern  coast  of  New  Spainyandhit 
catholic  majesty's  other  settlements  on  that  side  o£  the  At* 
lantic.  Commissions  had  been  issued  for  raising  a  regtr 
ment  of  four  battalions  in  the  English  colonies  of  North 
America,  that  they  might  be  transported  to  Jamaica,  anil 
join  the  forces  from  England.  These,  consisting  o£  the 
marines,  and  detachments  from  some  old  regtments^  were 
embarked  in  October  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  lord  Cathcart,  a  nobleman  of  approved  honour^  and 
great  experience  in  the  art  of  war ;  and  they  SMled  under 
convoy  of  sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  with  a  fleet  of  seven-and* 
twenty  ships  of  the  line,  besides  frigates,  fireships,  boosb* 
ketches,  and  tenders.  They  were  likewise  fujnished  with 
hospital  ships,  and  store  ships,  laden  with  provision,  ammu- 
nition, all  sorts  of  warlike  implements,  and  every  kind  >of 
convenience.  Never  was  an  armament  more  completely 
equipped,  and  never  had  the  nation  more  reason  to  hope  lipr 
extraordinary  success. 

$  XXXI.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  Charles 
VI.  emperor  of  Germany,  the  last  prince  of  the. bouse  of 
Austria,  died  at  Vienna,  and  was  aucceeded  in  his  heredi- 
tary dominiofis  by  his  eldest  daughter,  fixe  archducheas 
Maria  Thcffesa,  married  to  the  grand  duke  of  .Tuscai^. 
Though  this  princess  succeeded  as  queen  of  Hungary,  by 
virtue  of  the  pragmatic  sanction  gnaraateed  by  all  the  pow- 

VoL.  II.  Lll 

Digitized  by  Google 


45<l  fflSTORT  or  ERGIiAKII.  1740; 

en  til  Ew^pe,  her  tuccession  produced  svich  coBtests  as 
kindled  a  cruel  war  in  the  empire.  The  young  iiing  of 
Flr«mia  was  no  sooner  informed  of  the  emperor's  deadi, 
then  he  entered  Silesia  at  the  head  of  twenty  thousand  men; 
seized  certain  fiefs  to  which  his  family  laid  claim;  and 
published  a  manifesto,  declaring  that  he  had  no  intention  to 
contravene  the  pragmatic  sanction.  The  elector  of  Bavaria 
refused  to  acknowledge  the  archduchess  as  queen  of  Him* 
gary  and  Bohemia ;  alledging,  that  he  himself  had  preten- 
sions to  those  ccmntries,  as  the  descendant  of  the  emperqr 
Ferdinand  I.  who  was  head  of  the  German  branch  of  the 
bouse  of  Austria,  Charles  VI«  was  survived  but  a  few 
days  by  his  ally,  the  czarina  Anne  Iwanowna,  who  died  in 
the  forty«'&fth  year  of  her  age,  after  having  bequeathed  her 
crown  to  Iwan,  or  Jobn,  the  infant  son  of  her  niece,  the 
princess  Anne  of  Mecklenburgh,  who  had  been  married  to 
Aftthony  Ulrick,  duke  of  Brunswick  Lunenbourg  Bevern. 
She  appointed  the  duke  of  Courland  regent  of  the  empire, 
and  even  guardian  of  the  young  czar,  though  his  own 
parents  Mrefe  alive:  but  this  disposition  was  not  kmg 
asaintained. 

$  XXXI L  The  king  of  Great  Britain  having  returned 
to  England  from  his  German  dominions,  the  session  of  par- 
liament was  opened  in  November.  His  majesty  assured 
them,  on  this  occasion,  that  he  was  determined  to  prosecute 
the  war  vigorously,  even  though  France  should  espouse  the 
cause  of  Spain,  as-  her  late  conduct  seemed  to  favour  thit 
supposition.  He  took  notice  of  the  emperor's  death,  as  an 
event  wbieh  in  aU  likelihood  would  open  a  new  scene  of 
alTailrs  hi ^ Europe:  he  therefore  recommended  to  their  con- 
Mderation  the  necessary  supplies  for  putting  the  nation  in 
such  a  posture  that  it  should  have  nothing  to  fear  from  any 
emergency.  Finally,  he  desired  them  to  consider  of  some 
proper  regulations  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  com, 
and  for  more  effectual  methods  to  man  the  fleet  at  this  con- 
juncture* The  commons  after  having  voted  an  address  of 
thnnks,  brought  in  a  bill  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
com  and  nrovisioiis,  for  a  limited  time,  out  of  Great  Bri- 
taio^  Ireland,  and  the  American  plantations.  This  was  a 
measure  caleulat^d  to  distress  the  enemy,  who  were  supposed 
^  he  in  want  of  these  necessaries.  The  French  had  con- 
tracted for  a  very  large  quantity  of  beef  and  pork  in  Ireland 
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for  the  use  of  their  own  and  of  the  SpmUh  mcvy }  and  aa 
embargo  had  been  laid  upon  the  ahipa  of  that  kingdom.  The 
bill  met  with  a  vigorous  opposition :  yet  the  house  unani« 
mously  resolved,  that  his  majeaty  should  be  addressed  to 
lay  an  immediate  embargo  upon  all  ships  laden  with  com^ 
gratn^  starch,  rice,  beef,  pork,  and  other  provisions,  to  be 
exported  to  foreign  paru.  They  likewise  resolved,  that  tho 
dianks  of  the  house  should  be  given  to  vice-admiral  Vernon, 
for  the  services  he  had  done  to  his  king  and  country  in  tho 
West  Indies.  One  William  Cooley  was  examined  at  thu 
bar  of  the  house,  and  committed  to  prison,  after  having 
owned  himself  author  of  a  paper,  entitled,  ^^  Considerationg 
^*  upon  the  embargo  on  provision  of  victual.''  The  perform^ 
ance  contmned  many  shrewd  and  severe  animadversions 
upon  the  government,  for  having  taken  a  step  which,  with** 
out  answering  the  purpose  of  distressing  the  enemy,  would 
prove  a  grievous  discouragement  to  trade,  and  ruin  all  the 
graziers  of  Ireland.  Notwithstanding  the  arguments  used 
in  this  remonstrance,  and  several  petitions  that  were  pre« 
aented  against  the  com  bill,  it  passed  by  mere  dint  of  min^ 
isterial  influence.  Th^  other  party  endeavoured  t^  various 
motions,  to  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  into  the  orders^  letters^ 
and  instructions,  which  had  been  aeot  to  admiral  Vernon 
and  admiral  Haddock;  but  all  such  investigations  were 
carefully  avoided. 

$  XXXIII.  A  very  hot  omtest  arose  from  a  bill  which 
the. ministry  brought  in  under  the  specious  title  of,  a  bill 
for  the  encouragement  and  increase  of  seamen,  and  for  the 
better  and  speedier  manning  his  majesty's  fleet.  This  was 
a  revival  of  the  oppressive  scheme  which  had  been,  rejected 
in  the  former  session ;  a  sche^me  by  which  the  justices  of 
the  peace  were  empowered  to  issue  warrants  to  constables 
and  headboroughs,  to  search  by  day  or  night  for  such  sear 
faring  men  as  should  conceal  themselves  within  their  respec- 
tive jurisdictions.  Those  searches  were  vested  with  autho- 
rity to  force  open  doors,  in  case  of  resistance ;  and  encour- 
aged to  this  violence  by  a  reward  for  every  seaman  they 
should  discover  :  while  the  unhappy  wretches  so  discovered 
were  dragged  into  the  service,  and  their  names  entered  in 
a  regbter  to  be  kept  at  the  navy  or  the  admiralty  office. 
Such  a  plan  of  tyranny  did  not  pass  nncensured.     £very 
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exceptionable  clause  produced  a  warm  debate,  id  whidi  sir 
John  Baniard,  Mr.  Pukeney,  Mr.  Sandys,  lord  Gage,  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  Mr.  Lyttletoti,  signalized  themselvea  nobly  in 
defending  the  libertiea  of  thcrir  fellow  subjecu.  Mr.  PitI 
having  expressed  a  laudable  indignadoa  at  such  a  hucfc 
stride  towards  despotic  power,  in  justification  of  which 
nothing  could  be  urged  but  the  plea  of  necessity,  Mr.  H. 
Walpole  thought  proper  to  attack  him  with  somie  personal 
iarcasms.  He  reflected  upon  his  youth ;  and  observed  (jiat 
the  discovery  of  truth  was  very  little  promoted  by  ponqKius 
diction  and  theatrical  emotion.  These  insinuationa  exposed 
him  to  a  severe  reply.  Mr.  Pitt' standing  up  again,  said, 
*^  He  would  not  utidertake  to  determine  uriiether  youth 
**'  could  be  JQstly  imputed  to  any  man  as  a  reproach ;  bat 
**  he  affirmed,  that  the  wretch,  who  after  having  seen  the 
*^  consequences  of  repeated  errors,  continnea  still  to  blunder, 
^*  and  whose  age  has  only  added  obstinacy  to  stupidi^T)  is 
**•  surely  the  object  of  either  abhorence  or  contempt,  and 
^^  deservies  not  that  his  grey  head  should  secure  him  from 
^^  insults :  much  more  is  he  to  be  abhorred,  who,  as  be  has 
^  adv^iced  in  age,  has  receded  from  virtue,  and  becomes 
^*  more  wicked  with  less  temptation  ;  who  {MX>stitutes  him* 
*^  self  for  money  which  he  cannot  enjoy ;  and  spends  the 
^  remains  of  his  life  in  the  ruin  of  his  country."«--PetitioD8 
were  presented  from  the  city  of  London,  and  county  of 
Gloucester,  against  the  bill,  as  detrimental  to  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  kingdom,  by  discouraging  rather  than 
encouraging  sailors,  and  destructive  to  the  libeities  of  the 
subject:  but  they  were  both  rejected  as  insults  upon  the 
house  of  commons.  After  very  long  debates,  maintained 
on  both  sides  with  extraordinary  ardour  and  emotion,  the 
severe  clauses  were  dropped,  and  the  bill  passed  with 
amendments. 

$  XXXIV.  But  the  most  remarkable  incident  of  this 
session,  was  an  open  and  personal  attack  upon  the  minister, 
who  was  become  extremely  unpopular  all  over  th»  king* 
dom.  The  people  were  now  more  than  ever,  sensible  of 
the  grievous  taxes  under  which  they  groaned;  and  saw 
their  burdens  daily  increasing.  No  effectual  attempt  had 
as  yet  been  made  to  annoy  the  enemy.  Expensive  squa- 
drons   had   been   equipped;   had    made   excursions,  and 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


1740.  GeOBGB  H.  453 

returned  without  striking  a  blow.  The  Spanish  fleet  had 
mailed  first  from  Cadiz,  and  then  from  Ferrol,  without  any 
interruption  from  admiral  Haddock,  who  commanded  the 
British  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  who  waft  sup* 
posed  to  be  restricted  by  the  instructions  he  had  received 
from  the  ministry,  thowgh  in  fact  his  want  of  success  was 
owing  to  accident.  Admiral  Vernon  had  written  from  the 
West  Indies  to  his  private  friends,  that  he  was  neglected, 
and  in  danger  of  being  sacrificed.  Notwithstanding  the 
numerous  navy  which  the  nation  maintained,  the  Spanish 
privateers  made  prize  of  the  British  merchant  ships  with 
impunity.  In  violation  of  treaties,  and  in  contempt  of  that 
intimate  connexion  which  had  been  so  long  cultivated  be- 
tween the  French  and  English  ministry,  the  king  of  France 
had*  ordered  the  harbour  and  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  to 
be  repaired:  his  fleet  had  sailed  to  the  West  Indies,  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  Spain;  and  the  merchants  pf 
England  began  to  tremble  for  Jamaica :  finally,  commerce 
was  in^  a  manner  suspended,  by  the  practice  of  pressing 
sailors  into  the  service,  and  by  the  embargo  which  had 
been  laid  upon  ships,  in  all  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  These  causes  of  popular  discontent,  added  to 
other  complaints  which  had  been  so  long  repeated  against 
the  minister,  exaggerated  and  inculcated  by  his  enemies 
with  unwearied  industry,  at  length  rendered  him  so  uni- 
versally odious,  that  his  name  was  seldom  or  never  men- 
tioned with  decency,  except  by  his  own  dependents. 

§  XXXV.  The  country  party  in  parliament  seized  this 
oppbrtunity  of  vengeance.  Mr.  Saijdys  went  up  to  sir 
Robert  Walpole  in  the  house,  and  told  him,  that  on  Friday 
next  he  should  bring  a  charge  against  him  in  public.  The 
minister  seemed  to  be  surprised  at  this  unexpected  intima- 
tion :  but,  after  a  short  pause,  thanked  him  politely  for  this 
previous  notice,  and  said  he  desired  no  favour,  but  fair 
play.^  Mr.  Sandys,  at  the  time  which  he  had  appointed 
for  this  accusation,  stood  up,  and  in  a  studied  speech 
entered  into  a  long  deduction  of  the  minister's  misconduct, 

e  upon  this  oeeaiion  he  intiq[aotec1  Horace.    "  As  I  am  not  conscioas  of  any 

"  crime  (said  he)  1  do  not  douht  of  being  able  to  make  a  proper  defence.    Ml 

"••  ctntdre  nbi  mtUipallescere  culpoeV    fife  was  corrected  by  Mr.  Pulteney;  but 

insisted  npou  hia  being  in  tlie  right,  and  actually  bud  a  vagcr  on  the  justness  of  his 

quotation. 
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He  insisted  upon  the  discontents  of  the  nation,  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  measures  which  had  been  for  many  years 
pursued  at  home  and  abroad.  He  professed  his  belief  that 
there  was  not  ft  gentleman  in  the  house  who  did  not  know 
that  one  single  person  in  the  administration  was  the  chief, 
if  not  the  sole  ad%'iser  and  promoter  of  all  those  measures. 
^^  This  (added  he)  is  known  without  doors,  as  well  as 
^*  within ;  therefore,  the  dUcontents,  the  reproaches,  and 
^^  even  the  curses  of  the  people,  are  all  directed  against 
^^  that  single'  person.  They  complain  of  present  mca* 
**  surea :  they  have  suflFered  by  past  measures  2  they  expect 
*^  no  redress ;  they  expect  no  alteration  or  amendmem, 
*^  whilst  he  has  a  share  iii  directing  or  advising  our 
*^  future  administration.  These,  sir,  are  the  sentiments 
**  of  the  people  in  regard  to  that  minister:  these  scn- 
**  timents  we  are  in  honour  and  duty  bound  to  reprc- 
**  sent  to  his  majesty ;  and  the  proper  method  for  doing 
^  this,  as  established  liy  oar  constitution^  is  to  address  his 
**  majesty  to  remove  him  from  his  counsels."  He  then 
proceeded  to  explain  the  particulars  of  the  minister's  mia* 
conduct  in  the  whole  series  of  his  negotiations  abroad.  He 
charged  him  with  having  endeavoured  to  support  his  own 
interest,  and  to  erect  a  kind  of  despotic  government,  by 
the  practice  of  corruption ;  with  having  betrayed  the  inter- 
est and  honour  of  Great  Britain  in  the  late  conventioo; 
with  having  neglected  to  prosecute  the  war  against  Spain; 
and  he  concluded  with  a  motion  for  an  address  to  the  kin^, 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  remove  sir  Robert  Walpole 
from  his  presence  aT\d  counsels  for  ever.  He  was  answer- 
ed by  Mr.  Pelham,  who  undertook  to  defend  or  excuse  aP 
the  measures  which  the  other  had  condemned ;  and  acquit- 
ted himself  as  a  warm  friend  and  unshaken  adherent. 
Against  this  champion  sir  John  Barnard  entered  the  lists, 
and  was  sustained  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  who,  with  eqnal  spirit 
and  precision,  pointed  out  and  exposed  all  the  material 
errors  and  malpractices  of  the  administration.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  spoke  with  great  temper  and  deliberation  in  behalf 
of  himself.  With  respect  to  the  article  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, he  said  if  any  one  instance  had  been  mentioned:  if 
it  had  been  shown  that  he  ever  offered  a  reward  to  anjr 
member  of  either  house,  or  ever  threatened  to  deprive  any 
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member  of  his  office  or  employment,  i|i  order  to  infloence 
hit  voting  in  parliament,  there  might  have  been  some  ground 
for  this'  charge  ;  but  when  it  was  so  generally  laid,  he  did 
not  know  what  he  could  say  to  it,  unless  to  deny  it  as  gen- 
erally and  as  positively  as  it  had  been  asserted.— Such  a 
declaration  as  this,  in  the  hearing  of  so  many  persons,  who 
not  only  knew,  but  subsisted  by  his  wages  of  corruption, 
vras  a  strong  proof  of  the  minister's  being  dead  to  all  sense 
of  shame,  and  all  regard  to  veracity.  The  debate  was  pro-* 
tracted  by  the  court  members  till  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  about  sixty  of  the  opposite  party  having  retired, 
the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  considerable  majority. 

$  XXXVI.  A  bill  was  brought  in  for  prohibiting  the 
practice  of  insuring  ships  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the 
nation  ;  but  it  was  vigorously  opposed  by  sir  John  Barnard 
and  Mr.  Willimot,  who  demonstrated  that  this  kind  of 
traffic  was  advantageous  to  the  kingdom ;  and  the  scheme 
was  dropped.  Another  warm  contest  arpse  upon  a  clause 
of  the  mutiny  bill,  relating  to  the  quartering  of  soldiers 
upon  innkeepers  and  publicans,  who  complained  of  their 
being  distressed  in  furnishing  those  guests  with  provisions 
and  necessaries  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  law  or  custom. 
There  were  not  wanting  advocates  to  expatiate  upon  the 
nature  of  this  grievance,  Vhich,  however,  was  not  re* 
dressed.  A  new  trade  was  at  this  time  opened  with  Per^ 
sia,  through  the  dominions  of  the  czar,  and  vested  with  an 
exclusive  privilege  in  the  Russian  company,  by  an  act  of 
parliament.  The  commons  voted  forty  thousand  seamen 
for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  about  thirty  thou- 
sand men  for  the  establishment  of  lan^  forces.  They  pro- 
vided for  the  subsidies  granted  to  the  king  of  Denmark 
and  the  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel ;  and  took  every  step 
which  was  suggested  for  the  ease  and  the  convenience  of 
the  government. 

$  XXXVI  I.  The  parties  in  the  house  of  lords  wens 
influenced  by  the  same  motives  which  actuated  the  com- 
mons* The  duke  of  Argj'le,  whb  had  by  this  time  resigned 
all  his  places,  declared  open  war  against  the  ministry.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  session,  the  king^s  speech  was  no 
sooner  reported  by  the  chancellor,  than  this  nobleman  ^ood 
%ip,  and  moved  that  a  general  address  of  thanks  should  be 
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presented  to  his  majesty,  instead  of  a  recapitulation  ef 
every  paragraph  of  the  king's  sp^ech^  reechoed  from  die 
parliament  to  the  throne,  with  expressions  of  blind  appro- 
bation, implying  a  general  concurrence  with  all  the  mea- 
sures of  the  minister.  He  spoke  on  this  subject  with  an 
astonishing  impetuosity  of  eloquence,  that  rolled  like  a 
river  which  had  overflowed  its  banks  and  deluged  the 
whole  adjacent  country.  The  motion  was  supported  by 
lord  Bathurst,  lord  Carteret,  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  and 
lord  Gower,  who,  though  they  displayed  all  the  talents  of 
oratory,  were  outvoted  by  the  opposite  party,  headed  by 
the  duke  of  Newcastle,  the  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  lord 
Ilervey,  and  the  lord  chancellor.  The  motion  was  reject- 
ed, and  the  address  composed  in  the  usual  strain.  The 
same  motions  for  an  inquiry  into  orders  and  instructions 
which  had  miscarried  in  the  lower  house,  were  here 
repeated  with  the  same  bad  success :  in  the  debates,  which 
ensued,  the  young  earls  of  Halifax  and  Sandwich  acquired 
a  consjderable  share  of  reputation,  for  the  strength  of  argu- 
ment and  elocution  with  which  they  contended  against  the 
adherents  of  the  ministry.  When  the  house  took  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  army,  the  duke  of  Argj'le 
having  harangued  with  equal  skill  and  energy  on  military 
affairs,  proposed  that  the  forces  should  be  augmented  by 
adding  new  levies  to  the  old  companies,  without  increasing 
the  number  of  officers;  as  such  an  augmentation  served 
only  to  debase  tlie  dignity  of  the  service,  by  raising  the 
lowest  of  mankind  to  the  rank  of  gentlemen ;  and  to 
extend  the  influence  of  the  minister,  by  multiplying  his 
dependents.  He,  therefore,  moved  for  a  resolution,  that 
the  augmenting  the  army  by  raising  regiments,  as  it  is  the 
most  unnecessary  and  most  expensive  method  of  augmen- 
tation, was  also  the  most  dangerous  to  the  liberties  6f  the 
nation.  This  proposal  was  likewise  overruled,  after  a  short 
though  warm  contention.  This  was  the  fate  of  all  the 
other  motions  made  by  the  lords  in  the  opposition,  though 
the  victory  of  the  courtiers  was  always  clogged  with  a 
nervous  and  spirited  protest.  Two  days  were  expended  in 
the  debate  produced  by  lord  Carteret*s  motion  for  an 
address,  beseeching  his  majesty  to  remove  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  from  his  presence  and  counsels  for  ever.     The  speeck 
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thltt  niher^d  ih  IMs  m^NlbMbk  tfiMiiNi  \lrMld  Aol  hkVe  «&(- 
gl4u:ed  a  Gitero^  It  ««ntein«d  A  r^tHia^t  of  all  tht  ptib«* 
lie  tneasuisfts  Which  h«id  bee^  puVsu^d  Aiktt  the  iiev<VIuti6hv 
It  tespkiined  the  Mature  of  6Veiy  tYt^ty^  trhelher  i-ight  bt 
Vrong,  wMcfc  had  beto  cotithdtd  Uhder  the  t^k^ef^ent  ^<- 
ministration.  It  ^eUcHbed  Ulfe  poUlkd  tMnekidbft  ftiA*- 
tiating  between  tbt  dtfef etti  t»>^ri^  in  EttH>))<i.  Ti  Exposed 
the  we^knesii,  th^  miicbadUtt^  9HA  tM  ihi^uity  of  th^  hiin- 
fiter^  both  in  hi^  fet^gn  ttbd  domestie  telto^actiohs.  Tt 
^irsK^HeitobelUfthed  #ith  iill  Ihte  omamehti  ^  rfatetorit,  ai^til 
Watttied  with  a  hobte  bpirit  bf  ^aliMlic  indi^Addh.  Th^ 
duke  df  Argyte^  \QfcA  Bathiittt,  ahd  hik  dUMf  cblleaguei, 
aeemed  to  be  animated  With  lincoiUmoh  ftrvoUi',  attd  e^h 
to^t^ired^  hy  the  subject*  A  m^  of  iinii^iDilHon,  ih 
teading  theii^  speeehc«,  Will  thiiik  hiftiself  ii^n^t^oittgd  int6 
the  Aomati  senate,  before  t\it  tuin  of  diat  rcpUbllt.  NeVtJt- 
theless,  the  minister  btill  triumphed  by  dlht  of  itumbers ; 
though  his  victory  was  deariy  purchased.  Thirty  pfeerk 
enured  a  vigorous  prbtedt ;  ahd  Walpote's  ^hkractef  siiu- 
Uibed  Aiidh  a  Hide  ^hbck  from  this  opposition,  that  his 
aathoi^hy  seemed  to  b^  drawitlg  near  a  period.  Immedi- 
btely  li^tor  this  contest  Was  decided^  the  duke  o^  Marlbo- 
rough moved  tot  a  resolution,  that  any  attempt  tb  inflict 
IHi)r  kind  of  punishment  oti  any  p^i^on,  without  slllowing 
hnb  an  opportunity  to  thake  his  defence,  or  without  ah^ 
pro6f  of  any  crime  oh  taisdemeadof  c6mmitted  by  hith, 
ib  eontrary  to  natui^al  justice,  the  fuddam^ntal  laWs  bf  the 
realm j  and  the  kncient  established  u^age  of  parlikmeht; 
alid  i4  a  high  itifKngeitient  of  the  liberties  of  the  subject. 
It  Wa4  seconded  by  the  duke  of  Devonshirfc  and  lord 
LpVei )  and  opposed  by  lord  Gower,  as  an  intended  ceiisure 
on  the  proeeediiigs^  of  the  dity.  Tliis  sentiment  was  so 
Warmly  espoused  by  lord  Talbot,  who  had  distinguished 
hinift^lf  b  th^  fortner  debate,  that  he  seemed  to  be  tfan^- 
pofted  beyond  the  bounds  of  tnoderation.  Re  w^  intei*- 
rupted  by  the  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  who  charged  him 
with  baring  Violated  the  order  and  decotum  which  ought 
to  be  pfesenred  in  such  an  asseihbly.  His  passion  Was 
inflaihid  by  this  rebuke :  he  declared  hittiself  an  indepeH- 
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4^nt  lord  J  a, character  which  he  would  sot  forfeit  for  the 
jsmiles  of  a  court,  the  profit  of  an  employment,,  or  the 
reward  of  a '  pension :  he  said,  when  he  was  engaged  on 
the  side  of  truth,  he  would  trample  on  the  insolence  that 
should  command  him  to  suppress  his  sentiments* — On  a 
division,  however,  the  motion  was  carried. 

$  XXXyill.  In  the  beginning  of  April,  the  king 
repairing  to  the  house  of  peers,  passed  some  acts  that 
were  ready  for  the  royal  assent.  Then,  in  his  speech  to 
both  houses,  he  gave  them  to  understand,  that  the  queen 
of  Hungary  had  made  a  requisition  of  the  twelve  thoa- 
sand  men  stipulated  by  treaty ;  and  that  he  had  ordered 
the  subsidy  troops  of  Denmark  and  Hesse  Cassel  to  be  m 
readiness  to  march  to  her  assistance*  He  observed,  that 
in  this  complicated  and  uncertain  state,  of  affairs,  many 
incidents  might  arise,  and  render  it  necessary  for  him  to 
incur  extraordinary  expenses  for  maintaining  the  prag- 
matic sanction,  at  a  time  when  he  could  not  possibly  have 
recourse  to  the.  advice  and  assistance  of  his  parliament. 
He,  therefore,  demanded  of  the  commons  such  a  supply  as 
might  be  requisite  for  these  ends ;  and  promised  to  manage 
it  with  all  possible  frugality.  The  lower  house,  in  their 
address,  approved  of  all  his  measures;  declared  they 
Would  effectually  support  him  against  all  insults  and  attacks 
that  might  be  made  upon  any  of  his  territories,  though,  not 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great'  Britain ;  and  that  they 
would  enable  him  to  contribute,  in  the  most  effectual  man- 
ner, to  the  support  of  the  queen  pf  Hungary,  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  moved,  that  an  aid  of  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  should  be  granted  to  that  princess.  Mr.  Shippea 
protested  against  any  interposition  in  the  affairs  of  Ger- 
many, He  expressed  his  dislike  of  the  promise  which 
had  been  made  to  defend  his  majesty's  foreign  dominions; 
a  promise,  in  his  opinion,  inconsistent  with  dial  important 
and  inviolable  law,  the  act  of  settlement:  a  promise 
which,  could  it  have  been  foreknown,  would  perhaps  have 
for  ever  precluded  from  the  succession  that  illustrious 
family  to  which  the  nation  owed  such  numberless  blessbgs, 
such  continued  felicity.  The  motion  however  passed, 
though  not  without  further  opposition;  and  the  house 
resolved,  that  three   hundred  thousand  pounds  should  be 
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{Planted  to  his  majesty,  to  enable  him  eiFcctoally  to  suppoit 
the  queen  of  Hungaiy.  Towards  the  expense  of  diis 
year,  a  million  was  deducted  from  the  sinking  fund  ;  and 
the  land  tax  continued  at  four  shillings  in  the  pound.  The 
preparations  for  this  war  had  already  cost  five  millions* 
The  session  was  closed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April, 
when  the  king  took  hi^  leave  of  this  parliament,  with  warm 
expressions  of  tenderness  and  satisfaction.  Henry  Brom« 
ley,  Stephen  Fox,  and  John  Howe,  three  members  of  the 
lower  house,  who  had  signalized  themselves  in  defence  of 
the  minister,  were  now  ennobled,  and  created  barons  of 
Montford,  Ilchester,  and  Ched worth.  A  camp  was  formed 
near  Colchester :  and  the  king  having  appointed  a  reg^cy, 
set  out  in  May  for  his  German  dominions.^ 

e  Sir  William  Wyndham  died  tlie  preoeding  year»  deeper  regreUed  n  an 
acator,  a  |Mtriot,  and  a  man,  the  constant  aaterter  of  Britiah  liberty,  and  one  of 
the  ahief  orBameBli  of  the  EosUah  nation,    la  tke  coune  of  the  lame  yaar, 

Sioeral  Oglethorpe,  governor  of  Georgia,  had,  with  ■ome  succours  obtained  from 
e  eolony  of  Carolina,  and  a  small  squadron  of  kiii^s  ships,  made  an  attempt 
ttpon  Fort  Augartine,  the  capital  of  Spanish  Florida ;  and  aetually  reduced  some 
snail  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place ;  but  the  Carolinians  withdrawing  ia 
diagnst,  di«eniions  pretailing  among  the  sea  officers,  the  hurrioaae  months  ap- 
proa<^iBgi  and  the  enemy  having  received  a  supply  and  reinforcemeikt,  he  abam?> 
4isned  like  cnterpriae,  and  retimed  to  Georgia.. 
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night,  the  enemy  hoisted  their  colours  in  the  morning^,  and 
appeared  to  be  part  of  the  French  squadron,  ivhidi  had 
sailed  from  Europe,  under  the  command  of  the  marquis 
d'Antin',  with  orders  to  assist  the  Spanish  admiral,  De 
Torres,  in  attacking  and  distressing  the  English  skips  and 
colonies*  War  was  not  yet  declared  between  France  and 
England ;  therefore  hostilities  ceased :  the  English  and 
French  commanders  complimented  each  other ; .  excused 
themselves  mutually,  for  the  mistake  which  had  happened  $ 
and  parted  as  friends,  with  a  considerable  loss  of  men  on 
both  sides. 

$  II.  In  the  mean  time  sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived  at 
Jamaica,  where  he  joined  vice-admiral  Vernon,  who  now 
found  himself  at  the  head  of  the  most  formidable  fleet  and 
army  that  ever  visited  those  seas,  with  full  power  to  act  at 
discretion.  The  conjoined  squadrons  consisted  of  nine- 
^  and-twenty  ships  of  the  line,  with  almost  an  equal  number 
of  frigates,  fireships,  and  bombketches,  well  manned,  and 
plentifully  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  provbions,  stores,  and 
necessaries.  The  number  of  seamen  amounted  to  fifteen 
thousand ;  that  of  the  land  forces,  including  the  American 
regiment;  of  four  battsdions,  and  a  body  of  negroes  enlisted 
at  Jamaica,  did  not  £all  short  of  twelve  thousand.  Had 
this  armament  been  ready  to  act  in  the  proper  season  of  the 
year,  under  the  conduct  of  wise,  experienced  officers,  united 
in  councils,  and  steadily  attached  to  the  interest  and  honour 
of  their  country,  the  Havannah,  and  whole  island  of  CubSf 
might  have  been  easily  reduced :  the  whole  treasure  of  the 
Spanish  West  Indies  would  have  been  intercepted;  mA 
Spain  must  have  been  humbled  into  the  most  dbject  sub- 
mission. But  several  unfavourable  circumstances  concurred 
to  frustrate  the  hopes  of  the  public.  The  ministry  had 
detained  sir  Chaloner  Ogle  at  Spithead  without  any  visible 
cause,  until  the  season  for  action  was  almost  exhansted : 
for  on  the  continent  of  New  Spain,  the  periodical  rains  begin 
about  the  end.  of  April;  and  this- change  in  the  atmosphere 
is  always  attended  with  epidemical  distempers  whick  render 
the  climate  extremely  unhealthy ;  besides,  the  rain  is  so 
excessive,  that  for  the  space  of  two  months  no  am^can 
keep  the  field.  • 
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•$.  IIL  Sir. Chaloner  Ogle  aitiTed  al  Jamaica  on  the 
ninlh  day  of  Jaaoary ;  and  admiral  Vernon  did  not  sail  on 
his  intended  expedition  till  towards  the  end  of  the  month* 
Instead  of  directing  his  course  to  the  Havannahv  which  lay 
to  leeward,  and  might  have  been,  reached  in  less  than  three 
days,  he  resolved  to  beat  up  ag^nst  the  wind  IK>  Hispamiola, 
in  order  to  observe  the  motion  of  the  French  squadron, 
commanded  by  the  marqois  d'Antin*     The  fifteenth  day  of 
February  had  elapsed  before  he  received  certain  informa- 
tion  that  the  French  admiraL  had  sailed  for  Europe,  in 
great  distressi^  for  want  of  men  .and  provisions,  which  be 
could  not  procure  in  the  West  Indies*     Admiral  Vernon, 
thus  disappoiivted,  caUed  a  council  of  war,^  in  which  it  wa^ 
deiergained  to  proeeed  for  Caithagena*     The   fleet  being 
supplied  with  wood  and  water  at  Hispaniola,  set  sail  for 
the  continent  qf  New  Spain,  and  on-  the  fonrth  of  March 
anchored  in  Flaya  Grande,  to  the  windward  of  Carthagena. 
Admiral  de  Torre*  had  already  sadled  to  this  Havannah : 
but  Carthagena  was  strongly  fortified,  and  the  garrison 
reinforced  by  the  crews  of  a  small  squadron  of  large  ships, 
commanded  by  Don  Bl^s  de  X>eso^  an  officer  of  experience 
and  reputation*     Here  the  English  admiral  lay  inactive  dll 
the  ninth,  when  the  troops  vera  landed  on  (the  island  of 
Tierra  Bomha,-  near  the  moudi.of  the  harbour,  known  by 
the  name  of  Bocachica,  c^r  Littlemouth,  which  waft  sur- 
prizingly  fei;ti£ed  with  casdes,  batteries,  booMs,  chuns, 
cables,  and  ^hips  of  war*     The; British  forces  erected  a 
battery  on  shpr^  with  which,  they  made  a  breach  in  the 
principal  Sor^/vfhUe  the  admiral  sent  'in  a  number  of  ships 
to  divide  .the  fire  of  the-  enemy,  and  cooperate  with  the 
.endeavaiirs  pf.the  army*     L<ord  Aubrey  Beuderc,  a  gal* 
^  Ifint  offi^r,  who  commanded,  one  of  these  ships,  was   slain 
o»  this^ocjCMon*     The  breach  being  deemed  practicable, 
the.  .fc^pes  .^dvimced  tf^  tfee  attack  :  but  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries w.^r^  absndoAed :  the  Spanish  ships  that*  lay  athwart 
th^,harbo«»r's  mottth  were  destroyed  or  taken:  the  pass^e 
was  <^ned,«and  the  fleet  entered  without  farther  opposition* 
T^en  the  .forces  were  reimbarked  with  the  artillery,  and 
laode4  within  a  mile  of  Carthagena,  where  they  were  op- 
posed   by   about   seven   hundred   Spaniards,  whom   they 
obliged  to  retire*   The  admiral  and  general  had  contracted 

r 
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a  hearty  comempefof  ^ftth  others '^Ad  toot  M  oppbHuttities 
ef  exprensin^  th^r  mutua}  di^lik^ :  far  frdtn  actiifrg  vigiM^ 
onsly  m  conc^rt^  for  the  adiraiitage  of  the  tommunicy,  they 
maintained  a  mut^ial  reserve,  and  sep^t^te  cabals:  anA 
ea<:b  proved  more  «a^r  for  the  disgrace  of  his  riva!,  than 
zealous  lor  tile  honour  of  the  nation. 

$  iy«  'Fhe  general  complained  that  the  fleet  lay  idle 
trhile  hk  troops  were  har-a^sed  and  diminished  by  hftrd  doty 
and  distemper.  The  atltoiral  attrmed^  that  hia'^htpa  could 
not  lie  near  enough  to  batter  the  town  of  Gattha^iL :  he 
upbraided  the  general  with  Ibactiirity  and  Want  of  re^ltltloa 
to  attack  the  fort  of  St.  Lazar  which  tontiniafid^d  ^ke  town, 
atid  might  be  taken  by  ^<^alade.  Wentworthv  st^nnnlai^d  by 
these  reproaches,  resoli^ed^  to  try  th%  e():p(enmeiit^  His 
forces  marched  up  to  the  siltaek :  but  the  gutde^'*beifagalahi, 
thoy  mistook  their  route^  :^nd  advanced  tdthe  atron^St  part 
of  the  fortificatiot^  where  they  were  moreover  ^^i^>Ofced  to 
the  ire  of  the  town.  Colonel  dt^ut,  who  cotnAluMted  the 
grenadiersv  was  mortally  wouiKidd :  the  acaKf^g  ladders 
irere  found  too  short : '  the  officers  Were  perpl^ed  for  w^iit 
of  orders  and  directions  i  yet'^tbe  soldiers  sustiiiaed  A  set^;rt 
lire  for  {Several  hours  with  s>urprieing  intrej^rcy,  and  at 
'^iength  retreated^  leaving  about  six  hundred  kilfed  or  wound* 
ed  on  tht^  spotv  Their  nbmber  was  now  ao<4ttil«h  reduced, 
that  they  could  no  longer  ^Aiainfain  their  footing  Oh-Hhore: 
besides,  the  rainy  season  had  begtm  withaiMh^tfcli^eei  si 
rendered  it  impossibl&^for  -theiA  to  livep(iii''<taki{^  lliey 
were^  therefore, reemhtirk;^>.  and  all  hope  off tiffbtr  success 
immediately  vani^edr  Th^'  adtu^ral^  bowses',  m-^derto 
demonstrate  the  impratticaliility  of  taking  dhe  plaee*by  ses, 
sent  in  the  Gallicia,  one  of  the  Spanish  shipit  "Whitb  hid 
been  taken  «t  Bocachka,'  to  cdimonade  tlkf  towni  ^Di^th  ttx* 
teen  guns  mounted  on  one  sidb,  like  a  -  flooAlttf^  bat^ty. 
This  vessel,  manned  by  detaehmMta  of  votukiteeHi  ifrom 
different  ships,  and  commanded  bycaptaifr  Hoiife^  wii^  wserped 
into  the  inner  harbour,- snd  moored  biefofe  day^^4iit  a  cMSi* 
derable  discaf^ce  from  the  walls,  in  a  very  <ftbattow  -^^tHif. 
In  this  position  she  stood' the  fire  ofseyeral^  bktt«^€»'4(H' 
^me  hours,  without  domg  or  sustaining^  nraeh  daniai^t 
then  the  admiral  ordered  the  men  to  be  brought  off  in  boat^ 
and  the  cables  to  be  cut|  so  that  she  drove- With  fhoaea* 
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breeze  upon  a  ehoal,  where  she  was  soon  filled  with  water. 
Xhia  exploit  was  absurd,  and  the  inference  which  the  admi-* 
ral  drew  from  it  altogether  faUa€iou8«  He  said  it  plainly 
proved,  that  there  was  not  depth  of  water  in  the  inner 
harbour,  suficlent  to  admit  large  ships  near  enough  to  batter 
the  town  with  any  prospect  of  success.  This,  indeed,  was 
the  case  in  that  part  of  the  harbour  to  which  the  GaUicia 
was  cottducted :  but  a  little  farther  to  the  left,  he  might 
have  stationed  four  or  five  of  his  largest  ships  abreast, 
within  pistol  shot  of  the  waUs ;  and  if  this  step  had  been 
taken,  when  the  land  forces  marched  to  the  attack  of  Su 
Lazar,  in  all  probability  the  town  would  have  been 
surrendered* 

$  V.  After  the  reimbarka^ioa  of  the  troops,  the  dis* 

tempers  peculiar  to  the  climate  and  season  began  to  rage  ^ 

with  ^redoubled  fury;  and  great  numbers  of  those  who 

escaped  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy  perished  by  a  more 

painful  and  inglorious  fate.     Nothing  was  h^ard  but  com* 

plaints  and  execrations :  the  groans  of  the  dying,  and  the 

service  fpr  the  dead  :  nothing  was  seen  but  objects  of  woe, 

and  images  of  dejection.     The  conductors  of  this  uafortu- 

Bate  expedition  agreed  in  nothing  but  the  expediency  of  a 

speedy  retreat  from  this  scene  of  misery  and  disgrace.  The 

fortlficatioas  of  the  harbour  were  demolished,  and  the  fleet 

returned  to  Jamaica.— -The  miscarriage  of  this  expedition, 

whkh  had  coBt  the  nation  an  immense  sum  of  money,  was 

no  sooner  known  in  England,  than  the  kingdom  was  filled 

with  murmurs  and  discontent,  and  the  peofie  .were  depressed 

in  proportion  to  that  sanguine  hope  by  which  they  bad  been 

elevated*      Admiral-  Vernon,  instead  of  undertaking  any 

enterprise  which  might  have  retrieved  t^e  honoutof  the 

British  arms,  set  sail  from  Jamaica  with  the  forces  in  July, 

and  anchored  at  the  southeast  part  of  Cubai  in  a. bay,  on 

which  he  bestowed  the  appellation  of  Cumberland  harbour. 

The  troops  were  landed,  and  encamped  at  the  distance  of 

twenty  miles  further  up  the  river,  wh^e  they  remained 

totally  inactive,  and  subsisted  chiefly  on  salt  and  damaged 

provtsions,  till  the  month  of  November,  when,  being  con* 

siderably  diminished  by  sickness,  they  were  put  on  board 

again,  and  reconveyed  to  Jamaica*     He  was  afierwards 

reinforced  from  England  by  four  ships  of  ^  war,  and  about 
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« 
three  thouaatid  soldiers :  but  he  p^rfbrmed^ii<HhiBg  Worthr 
of  the 'reputation  he  had  acquired:  and  the  people  began' to 
perceive  that  they  had  mistaken  his  character. 

§  VI.  The  aiitiirs  on  the  continent  of  Europe  were 
now  more  than  cfver  embroiled.  The  kin^  of  Pnissm  hsd 
demanded  of  the  court  of  Vienna  part  of  Silesia,  by  virtue 
of  old  treaties  of  cofratemity,  which  were  either  obsolete 
or  annulled:  and  promised  to  assist  the  queen  with  idl  his 
forces,  in  case  she  should  comply  with  his  demand:  but 
this  behig  rejected  with  disdain,  he  entered  Silesia  at  die 
head  of  an  army,  and  prosecuted  his  conquests  with  great 
rapidity*  In  the  mean  time,  the  queen  of  Hungary  was 
crowned  at  Presburgh,  after  having  signed  a  capitulation, 
by  which  the  liberties  of  that  kingdom  Were  confirmed ; 
and  the  grand  duke  her  consort  was,  at  hfcr  request,  asso- 
ciated with  her  for  ten  years  in  the  government.  At  the 
same  time  the  states  of  Hungry  refused  to  receive  a 
memorial  from  the  elector  of  Bavaria.  During  these 
transactions,  his  Prussian  majesly  made  his  public  entrance 
into  Bresku,  and  confirmed  aM  the  privileges  of  the  inha- 
bitants* -  One  of  his  generals  surprised  the  town  and  for- 
tress of  Jablunka,  on  the  confines  of  Hungary:  prince 
Leopold  of  Anhalt  Dessau,  who  commanded  another  army, 
which  form^ed  the  blockade  of  Great  Glogau  on  the  Oder, 
took  tlwe  place  by  scalade,  made  the  f;enerds  Wallis  «id 
•Iteyaki  prisoners,  widi  a  thoussind  men  that  were  in  garri- 
son :  here,  likewise,  the  victor  found  the  mititary  chest, 
fifty  pieces  of  brass  caanon,  and  a  great  quanfdty  of 
«mmuniti^n. 

$  VII.  The  queen  Of  Hungary  had  solicited  the. mm** 
tkne  powers  for  assistance,  but  found  them  fearfbl  and 
backward.  Being  obliged,  therefore,  to  exert  herself  with 
<lbe  more  vigour,  ^e  ordered  count  Neuperg  to  assemUe  a 
-  body  of  forces,  and  endeavour  to  stop  the  progress  of  die 
Prussians  in  SUesia*  The  two  armies  encountered  each 
other  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Neiss,  at  a  village  called 
Molwitz,  and,  after  an  obstinate  dispute,  the  AustriaBs 
were  obliged  to  retire,  wiidi  the  loss  of  four  thooftand  .men 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  The  advantage'  was  deariy 
purchased  by  the  king  of  Prussia.  '  His  'kinsman^  Fre- 
deric,* niargT<^ve  of  Brandenburghy  and  lieutenant  genend 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


tr4U  eiOWJEH.  46y 

Sclitt]4eiid>erg,werckilkd  in  the  engagement,  together  with 
a  great  number  of  general  officen,  and  about  two  thousand 
soldiera.  After  thi$action,£raeg  was  surrendered  to  JtbePrut* 
aian,  and  he  foreed  the  important  pass  of  Fryewalde,  which 
was  defend«l  by  four  thousand  Austrian  hussars.  TheEng* 
lifih  and  Dutch  ministers,  who  accopipanied  him  in  his  pro* 
greas,  spared  no  pains  to  effect  an  accommodation  :  but  the 
two  sovereigns  were  too  much  irritated  isgainst  each  othe^ 
So  acquiesce  in  any  teems  that  could  be  proposed*  •  The 
queen  of  Hungary  was  incensed  to  find  herself  attacked,  in 
the  day  of  her  distress,  by  a  prince  to  whom  she  had  given 
no  sort  of  proTocation ;  and  his  Prussian  majesty  charged 
the  court  of  Vienna  with  a  design  either  to  assassinate,  or 
carry  him  off  by  treachery  :  a  design  which  was  disowned 
with  expressions  of  indignation  and  disdain*  Count  Neu- 
perg  being  obliged  to  abandon  Silesia,  in  order  to  oppose 
the  Bavarian  arms  in  Bohemia,  die  king  of  Pruseia  sent 
thither  a  detachment  to  join  the  elector,  under  the  com- 
naand  of  count  Deslau,  who,  in  his  route,  reduced  Glatz 
and  Nets,  almost  without  opposition:  then  his  master  re- 
ceived the  homage  of  she  Silesian  states  at  Breslau,  and 
returned  to  Bedin*  In  December,  the  Prussian  army  was 
distributed  in  winter,  quarters  in  Moravia,  after  having 
taken  Obnutz,  the  capital  of  that  province  ;^  and  in  March 
his  Prussian  migesty  formed  a  camp  of  observatiw  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Magdeburgh* 

$  VIII*  The  elector  of  Hanover  was  alarmed  at  the 
success  of  the  king  of  Prussia^  in  apprehension  that  he 
would  become  too  formidaUe  a  heighboun  A  scheme  was 
said  to  have  been  proposed  to  the  court  of  Vieima,  for 
attacking  that  prince's  electoral  domioions,  and.  dividing 
the  conquest:  but  it  nev>er  was  put  in  execution*  .Never- 
thele^p  the  troops  of  Hanover  were  augmented:  the 
auxiliafy  Danes  and  Hessians  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain 
were  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  march ;  and  a  good 
number  of  British  forces  encamped  and  priepared  for  em*- 
barkation*  •The  subsidy  of  three  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
granted  by  terliament,  was  remitted  to  the  queen  of  Hun- 
V  gary ;  and  ^ery  thing  seemed  to  presage  the  vigorous 
interposition  of  Us  Britannic  majesty*  But  in  a  litde  time 
after  bis  arrival  at  Hanover,  that  spirit  of  action  seemed  to 
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flag  even  while  her  ijnngariatii  lOAJesty  tottered  on  die 
verge  of  ruin.  France  reserved  to  mizo  ikb  oppoftmiitf 
of  crushing  the  house  of  Austm.  la  oinder  U>  intimidate 
the  elector  of  Hanover,  mareschal  MallelxMS  was  sent  with 
'  a  numerous  army  into  Westphaliar;  and  this  expedicat 
proved  effectual.  A  treaty  of  neutrality  was  concluded : 
and  the  king  of  Great  Britain  engaged  to  vote  for  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  at  the  ensuing  election  of  an  emperor. 
The  design  of  the  French  court  was  to  raise  this  prince  to 
the  imperial  dignity,  and  furnish  him  with  such  succours  as 
should  enable  him  to  deprive  the  queen  of  Hungary  of  her 
hereditary  dominions. 

$  IX.  While  the  French  minister  at  Vienna  endeavlKired 
to  amuse  the  queen  with  the  strongest  assurances  of  his 
master^!  friendship,  a  body  of  five-and-thirty  thousand  men 
began  their  march  for  Germany,  in  order  to  join  the  elector 
of  Bavaria:  another  French  army  was  assembled  upon  the 
Rhine;  and  the  count  de  Belleisle  being  provided  with 
l^rge  sums  of  money,  was  seat  to  negotiate  with  different 
electors.  Having  thus  secured  a  majority  of  voices,  he 
proceeded  to  Munich,  where  he  presented  the  elector  of 
Bavaria  with  a  commission,  appointing  him  generalissimo 
of  the  French  troops  marching  to  his  assistance :  and  now 
the  treaty  of  Nymphenburgh  was  concluded.  The  French 
king  engaged  to  assist  the  elector  with  his  whole  ]K>wer, 
towards  raising  him  to  the  Imperial  throne:  the  elector 
promised,  that  after  his  elevation  he  would  never  attempt 
to  recover  any  of  the  towns  or  provinces  of  the^  eeopire 
which  France  had  conquered :  thi^t  he  would  in  his  Irope* 
rial  capacity,  renounce  the  barrier  treaty ;  and  agree  diat 
France  should  irrevocably  retain  whatever  places  she 
should  subdue  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands.  The  next 
step  of  Belleisle  was  to  negotiate  another  treaty  between 
France  and  Prussia,  importing,  that  the  elector  of  Bavaria 
should  possess  Bohemia,  Upper  Austria,  and  the  Tyrolese : 
that  the  king  of  Poland  should  be  gratified  with  Moravia 
and  Upper  Silesia ;  and  that  his  Prussian  majesty  shoirid 
retain  Lower  Silesia,  with  the  town  of  Neiss  and  the  county 
of  Glatz.  These  precautions  being  taken,  Uie  count  de 
Bellcisie  repaired  to  Franckfort,  in  quality  of  ambassador 
and  plenipotentiary  from   France,  at  the  lorperial  diet  of 
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electipiu  It  was  in  this  city  that  the  French  king  publidi* 
ed  a  declaration,  signifying,  that  as  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain had  assembled  an  army  to  infiuence  the  approaching 
election  of  an  emperor,  his  most  christian  majesty,  as 
guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  had  ordered  some 
troops  to  advance  towards  the  Rhine,  with  a  view  to  matn- 
tatn  the  tranquillity  of  the  Germanic  body,  and  secure  the 
freedom  of  the  Imperial  election. 

^  X*  In  July,  the  elector  of  Bavaria  being  joined  by  the 
French  forces  under  mareschal  Broglio,  surprised  the 
Imperial  city  of  Passau,  upon  the  Danube :  and  entering 
Upper  Austria;  at  the  head  of  seventy  thousand  men,  took 
possession  of  Lintz,  where  he  received  the  homage  of  the 
states  of  that  country*  Understanding  that  the  garrison  of 
Vienna,  was  very  numerous,  and  that  count  Palfi  had 
assembled  thirty  thousand  Hungarians  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  capital,  he  made  no  further  progress  in  Austria, 
but  marched  into  Bohemia,  where  he  was  reinforced  by  a 
considerable  body  of  Saxons,'  under  the  command  of  count 
Rutowski^  natural  son  to  the  late  king  of  Poland.  By  this 
tin6e  his  Polish  majesty  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Nym- 
pheabourg,  and  declared  war  against  the  queen  of  Hungiiry^ 
on  tke*most  iinvolous  pretences.  The  elector  of  Bavaria 
advai^eed  to  Prague,  which  was  taken  in  the  night  by  sea- 
lade:  an  achievement  in  which  Maurice  count  of  Saxe, 
another  natural  son  of  the  king  of  Poland,  distinguished 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  French  forces.  In  December 
the  elector  of  Bavaria  made  his  public  entry  into  his  capi- 
tal; where  he  was  proclaimed  king  of  Bohemia,  and  inaugu- 
rated with  the  usual  solemnities;  then  he  set  out  for 
Franckfort,  to  be  present  at  the  diet  of  election. 

$'XI.  At  diis  period  the  queen  of  Hungary  saw  herself 
abandoned  by  all  her  allies,  and  seemingly  devoted  to 
destruction.  She  was  not,  however,  forsaken  by  her 
courage  ;  nor  destitute  of  good  officers,  and  an  able  minis- 
try. She  retired  to  Presburgh,  and  in  a  pathetic  Latin 
speech  to  the  States,  expressed  her  confidence  in  the  loyalty 
and  valour  of  her  Hungarian  subjects.  The  nobility  of 
that  kingdom,  touched  with  her  presence  and  distress, 
assured  her,  un^iraously,  that  they  would  sacrifice  their 
lives  and  fortunes^  in  her  defence.     The  ban  being  raised. 
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thftt  brave  people  crowded  to  her  sCsodard ;  and  Jbe  diet 
expressed  their  sentiments  against  her  enemy  by  a  poblic 
edict,  excluding  for  ever  the  electoral  bouse  of  Bavsria 
from  the  succession  to  die  crown  of  Hungary :  yet,  witkout 
the  subsidy  she  received  from  Great  Britain,  their  courage 
and  attachment  would  have  proved  ineffectual.  By  this 
supply  ^he  was  enabled  to  pay  her  army,  erect  magazines, 
complete  her  warlike  preparations,  and  put  her  strong 
places  in  a  posture  of  defence.  In  December,  her  gene- 
rals, Berenclau  and  Mentzel,  defeated  count  Thoring,  who 
commanded  eight  thousand  men,  at  the  pass  of  Scardingeo, 
and  openifig  their  way  into  Bavaria,  laid  the  \Vhole  coun- 
try under  contribution ;  while  count  KhevenhuUer  retook 
the  city  of  Lintz,  and  drove  the  French  troops  out  of 
Austria.  The  grand  seignior  assured  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary, that  far  from  taking  advantage  of  her  .troubles,  he 
should  seize  all  opportunities  to  convince  her  of  his  friend- 
ship ;  the  pope  permitted  her  to  levy  a  tenth  on  the  reve- 
nues of  the  clergy  within  her  dominions^;  and  even  to  use 
all  the  church  plate  for  the  support  of  the  war. 

$  XII.  As  the  czarina  expressed  an  inclination  to 
assist  this  unfortunate  princess,  the  French  court  resolved 
to  find  her  employment  in  another  quarter.  They  had 
already  gained  over  to  their  interest  count  Gyllenburgh, 
prime  minister  and  president  of  tlve  chancery  in  Sweden. 
A  dispute  happening  between  him  and  Mr.  Buraaby,  die 
British  resident  in  Stockholm,  some  warm  altercation 
passed :  Mr.  Burnaby  was  forbid  the  court,  and  published 
a  memorial  in  his  own  vindication ;  on  the  other  hand,  die 
king  of  Sweden  justified  his  conduct  in  a  rescript  sent  to 
all  the  foreign  ministers.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  bad 
proposed  a  subsidy  treaty  to  Sweden,  which,  from  the  inlu- 
ence  of  French  counsels,  was  rejected.  The  Swedes  having 
assembled  a  numerous  army  in  Finland,  and  equipped  a 
large  squadron  of  ships,  declared  war  against  Russia,  upon 
the  most  trifling  pretences;  and  the  fleet  putting  to  sea, 
commenced  hostilities  by  blocking  up  the  Russian  ports  in 
Livonia.  A  body  of  eleven  thousand  Swedes  commanded 
by  general  Wrangle,  having  advanced  to  WiUmenstrand, 
were,  in  August,  attacked  and  defeated  by  general  Lasci, 
at  the  head  of  thirty  thousand  Russians.     Count  Lewen- 
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haupt,  who  commanded  die  main  army  of  the  Swedes, 
resolved  to  take  vengeance  for  this  diagrace,  after  the  Rus-^ 
sian  troops  had  retired  into  winter  quarters.  In  December 
he  marched  towards  Wybourg :  but  receiving  letters  from 
the  prince  of  Hesse  Hombourg  and  the  marquis  de  la  Che- 
tardie,  the  French  ambassador  at  Petersburgh,  informing 
him  of  the  surprising  revolution  which  bad  just  happoiea 
in  Russia^  and  proposing  a  suspension  of  hostilities;  he 
retreated  with  his  army,  in  order  to  wait  for  further  instruc- 
tions ;  and  the  two  courts  agreed  to  a  cessation  of  arms  for 
three  months. 

$  XIII«  The  Russians  had  been  for  some  talne  discon* 
tented  with  their  government.  The  late  czarina  was 
influenced  chiefly  by  German  counsels,  and  employed  agreat 
•number  of  foreigners  in  her  service.  These  causes  of  dis- 
content produced  factions  and  conspiracies ;  and  when  they 
were  discovered,  the  empress  treated  the  authors  of  them 
with  such  severity  as  increased  the  general  disaflfection. 
Besides,  they  were  displeased  at  the  manner  in  which  she 
had  settled  the  succession.  The  prince  of  Brunswick 
Lmienburg  Bevem,  father  to  the  young  czar,  was  not  at  all 
agreeable  to  the  Russian  nobiUty,  and  his  consort,  the  prin* 
cess  Anne,  of  Mecklenburgh,  having  assumed  the  reins  of 
government  during  her  son's  minority,  seemed  to  follow  the 
maxims  of  her  aunt,  the  late  czarina.  The  Russian  gran- 
dees and  generals,  therefore,  turned  their  eyes  upon  the 
princess  Elizabeth,  who  was  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great, 
and  the  darling  of  the  empire.  The  French  ambassador 
gladly  concurred  in  a  project  for  deposing  a  princess  who 
was  well  affected  to  the  house  of  Austria.  General  Lasci 
approved  of  the  design,  which  was  chiefly  conducted  by  tlie 
prince  of  Hesse  Hombourg,  who/in  the  reigns  of  the  em- 
press Catlurine  and  Peter  II.  had  been  generalissimo  of 
the  Russian  army.  The  good  will  and  concurrence  of  the 
troops  being  secured,  two  regiments  of  guards  took  posses- 
sion of  all  the  avenues  of  the  Imperial  palace  at  Petersburgh. 
The  princess  Elizabeth,  putting  herself  at  the  head  of  one 
thousand  men,  on  the  fifth  day  of  December  entered  the 
winter  palace,  where  the  princess  of  Mecklenburgh  and  the 
infant  czar  resided.  She  advanced  into  the  chaniber  where 
the  princess  aad  her  consort  lay,  and  desired  them  to  rise,' 
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and  quit  the  p^ce,  adding  thttt  their  persons  were  safe  ; 
and  that  they  could^  not  jusdy  Uame  her  for  assertiag  her 
right*  At  the  «ame  time^  the  counts  Osterman,  Golofhair* 
kin^  Mingden,  and  Munich,  were  arrested ;  Aeir  papers 
and- effects  were  seized^  and  their  persons  conreyed  to 
Schliseelbourg)  a  fortress  on  the  Neva*  Eariy  in  Ae 
morning  the  senate  assembling/deciared  all  that  had  passed 
since  the  reign  of  Peter  11;  Ip  be  usurpation;  and  that. the 
Imperial  dignity  belonged  of  Hglit  to  the  princess  Eltxaheth : 
she  was  immediately  proclaimed  empress  of  all  the  Russias, 
and  recognized  by  the  army  in  Finland*  She  forthwith  pub- 
lished a  general  act  of  indemnity :  she  created  the  prince  of 
liesse  Uombourg  generalissimo  of  her  armies  f  she  reastored 
the  Dolgorucky  family  to  their  honours  and  estates :  she  read- 
led  and  rewarded  all  those  who  had  been  banished  for  fav- 
ouring her  pretensions :  she  mitigated  the  exile  of  the  duke 
jof  Courland,  by  indulging  him  with  a  maintenancie  aoore 
sttitable  to  his  rank  :  she  released  gent^ral  Wrangle^  count 
Wassaburg^  and  thd*  other  Swedish  officel^^  who  bad  been 
taken  at  the  hatde  of  Willmenstrand :  and  the  princess  Ann 
of  Mecklenbxu'gb,  with  her  consort  and  children,  were  sent 
under  a  strong  guard  to  Kiga^  the  capital  of  Livonia* 

$  XIV.  Amidst  these  tempests  of  war  and  rerolutieo, 
the  states  general  wisely  determined  to  preserve  tfaes*  own 
tranquillity*  It  was,  doubdess,  their  interest  to  avoid  the 
dangers  and  expenses  of  a  war,  and  to  profit  by  that  stag- 
nation of  commerce  which  would  necessarily  happen  among 
their  neighbours  that  were  at  open  enmity  with  each  other: 
besides,  they  were  overawed  by  the  declarations  of  the 
French  monarch  on  one  side ;  by  the  power,  activity,  and 
pretensions  of  his  Prussian  mnjesty  on  the  other ;  and  they 
dreaded  the  prospect  of  a  stadtholder  at  the  head  of  their 
army.  These  at  least  were  the  sentiments  of  many  Dutch 
patriots,  reinforced  by  others  that  acted  under  French 
influence*  But  the  prince  of  Orange  numbered  anong  his 
partisans  and  adherenls  many  persons  of  dignity  and  credit 
in  the  commonwealth :  he  was  adored  by  the  populace, 
who  loudly  exclaimed  against  their  governors,  and  cla- 
mouretl  for  a  war,  without  ceasing*  This  national  spirit, 
joined  to  the  remonstrances  and  requisitions  made  by  the 
.courts  of  Vienna  and  London,  obliged  the  states  to  issue 
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«rdm  for  an  angmctttatiM  of  iheir  teect:  frttt  tbMie  were 
^zeciited  so  dowlyflhai  neither  FraMc  nor  Prussm  hud 
much  c4nse  to  tad^e  umbrage  «t  their  preparatioiis*  In 
luly  the  king  of  Sardinia  declared  for  the  houie  of  Aua* 
tria:  the  republic  of  Genoa  was  deeply  engaged  in  the 
French  interest:  tke  pope^  the  Venetians^  and  the  duke* 
dom,of  Tuscany  were  neutral:  die  king  of  Naples  resolved 
to  support  die  claim  of  his  family  to  the  Austrian  domili* 
vukB  in  Italy,  and  began  to  make  prepmrations  accordinglyt 
Bis  mother,  the  queen  of  Spain,  had  formed  a.  plan  for 
electing  theae  dominions  into  a 'monarchy  for  ber  second 
son  Don  Philip ;  a^d  a  body  of  fifteen  thousand  men  being 
embarked  at  Barcelona,  were  transported  to  OrbiteUot 
under  the  convoy  of  the  united  squadrons  of  France  and 
Spain.  While  admiral  Haddock,  widi  twelve  ships  of  the 
line^  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  die  Spanish  fte^ 
passed  the  straits  in  the  night,  and  was  joined  by  the  French 
squadron  from  Toulon.  The  British  admiral  sailing  from 
Gibraltar,  fell  in  with  them  in  a  few  days,  and  found  botjb 
squadrons  drawn  up  in  line  of  batde*  As  he  bore  down 
ttpon  the  Spanish  leet,  the  French  admiral  sent  a  flag  of 
mice,  to  inform  him  that  as  the  French  and  Spaniards  were 
«ng^ed  in  a  joint  expedition,  he  should  be  obliged  to  act 
in  concert  with  his  master's  allies*  This  interposition 
prevented  an  engagement,  ^fhe  combined  fleets- amountiaig 
to  double  the  number  of  the  English  squadron,  admiral 
Haddock  was  obliged  to  desist;  and  proceeded  to  Port 
Mahon,  leavii^  the  enemy  to  prosecute  their  voyage  with* 
out- molestation.  The  people  of  England  were  incensed  at 
this  transaction,  and  did  not  scruple  to  affirm,  th^t  the 
hands  of  the  British  admiral  wcj«  tied  up  fay  the  neulxaUty 
of  Hanover.^ 


4  In  the  mon^  sf  Jiilj  tvo  Alps -of  Haddock's  ^qaadmn  faHini^iii  whli  theoe 
Frtoeh  Aipt  of  war.  4Bptaiu  Baraet,  tbe  BnglnK  .oomroodorey  mpuOMBg  thein  to 
1>e  Spaoish  rengter  vbips,  fired  •  abot  in  order  to  briiig  them  to  <  aiid  thejr  refuting 
ito  oomplj  wi&  this  aignal,  n  sharp  engagement  ensaed  i  after  (hej  had  loaght  sev- 
eral hours,  the  FrenoC'Comroander  aeased  firing,  and  ^onght  pro^  to  come  to  a& 
jexplanation,  when  he  and  Bamct  parted  wHl  mutual  apologies. 


Iq  the  aoorsa  of  thbyear  a  daqgaroos  oonspiraef 'WMtlMooiwadat  Kew  Ytarl^ 
in  North  Ameriea.  One  UewsoD,  a  low  publican,  had  engajged  several  negroes  m 
«  design  to  destroy  the  town,  and  massaere  the  people.    Are  was  set  to  several 

Srti  of  the  city ;  nioe  or  ten  negroes  w«re  apprehendad,  eoaviMedt  and  homed 
re.    Mewson,  with  his  wife,  and  a  servant  maid  privy  to  the  plot,  were  found 
jguii^  asd  hraged>  thoipl^  thiqr  died  p^oiMtiQg  their  aimoeciv^   . 

Vol.  II.  O  0  o 
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'    '  $  XV.  The  coatt  of  Madrid  seemed  to  have'  ahafcoi 
off  that  indolence  and  pUe|;m  which  had  formeriy  disgraced 
the  counsels  of  Spain*     They  no  tfooner  learned  the  desti- 
nation of  commodore  Anson,  vfho  had  sailed  from  Spithead 
in  the  course  of  the  preceding -year,  than  they  sent  Don 
Pizzaro,  with  a  more  powerful  squadron,  upon  the  same 
voyage  to  defeat  his  design.     He  accordingly  steered  the 
same  course,  and  actually  fell  in  with  ope  or  two  ships  of 
the  British  armament,  near  the  straits  of  Magellan ;  but  he 
could  not  weather  a  long  and  furious  tempest,  through 
which  Mr*  Anson  proceeded  into  the  South  Sea.     One  of 
the  Spanish  ships  perished  at  sea:  another  was  wrecked  cut 
the  coast  of  Brazil :  and  Pizzaro  bore  away  for  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  where  he  arrived  with  the  three  remaining  ships., 
in  a  shattered  cofidition,  after  having  lost  twelve  hundred 
men  by  sicKness  and  famine.     The  Spaniards  exerted  the 
name  vigilance  and  activity  in  £urope.     Their  privateers 
were  so  industrious  and  successful,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
this  year  they  had  taken^  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  four  hundred  and  seven  ships,  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain,  valued  at  nesir  four  millions  of  pias- 
tre%        The  traders  had,  therefore,  too.  much  cause,  to 
ootnplain,  considering  the  formidable  fleets   which   were 
maintained  for  the  protection  of  commerce.    .In  the  course 
of  the  summer  sir  John  Norris  had  twice  sailed  towards 
the  coast  of  Spain,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  squadron, 
without  taking  any  ^ectual  step  for  ^mnoying  the  enemy, 
as  if  the  sole  intention  of  the  ministry  had  been  to  expose 
the  nation  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  its  enemies. 
The  inactivity  of  the  British  arms  appears  the  more  inex- 
CusaUe,  when  we  consider  the  great  armaments  which  had 
been  prepared.     The  land  forces  of  Great  Brit^n^  exclusive 
of  the  Danish  and  Hessian  auxiliaries,  amounted  to  sixty 
.thousand  men;  and  the  Qeet  consisted  of  above  one  hun- 
dred ships  of  war,  manned  by  fifty-foiu*  thousand  sailors* 
$  XVI.  The  general  discontent  of  the  people  had  a 
•manifest  influence  upon  the  election  of  members  for  the 
jiew  pariiament,  which  produced  one  of  -the  most  violent 
<:ontests  between  the  two  parties,  which  had  happened, since 
3the  revolution.     All  the  adherents  of  the  prince  of  Wales 
concurred  with  the  country  pnrty,  in .  opposition  to  th^ 
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xnixrister;  and  the  dake  of  Argyle  exerted  himself  do  sue* 
cessfuUjr  among  the  'shires  and  bofroughs  of  Scotland,  that 
the  partisans  of  the  ministry,  could  not  secure  six  -members 
out  of  the  whole  number  returned  from   North   Britain.* 
fhey  were,  however,  much  more  fortunate  in  the^  election 
of  the  sixteen  peers,  who  were  chosen  literally  according  to 
die  list  transmitted  from  court.      Instructions  were  delivered 
by  the  constituents  to  a  great  number  of  members  returned 
for  cities  and  counties,  exhorting  and  requiring  them  to 
oppose  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace :  to  vote  for  th^ 
mitigation  of  excise  laws,  for  the  repeal  -of  septennial  par- 
liaments; and  for  the  limitation  of  placemen  in  the  house 
of  commons*     They,  likewiscy  insisted  upon  their  examin- 
ing into  the  particulars  of  the  puMic  expense,  ami  endea- 
yoaring  to  redress  the  grievances  of  the  nation.     Obstinate 
struggles  were  maintained  in  all  parts  of  the  united  king- 
dom with  uncommon  ardour  and  perseverance  $  and  such  a 
national  spirit  of  opposition  prevailed,  that,  notwithstanding 
the   whole   weight  of  ministeml   influence,  the   contrary 
interest  seemed  to  preponderate  in  the  new  parUament* 

$  XVIL  The  king  returned  to  England  in  the  month 
of  October :  and  on  the  first  day  of  December  the  session 
was  opehed.  Mr.  Onslow  being  rechosen  speaker  was 
approved  of  by  his  majesty,  who  spoke  in  the  usual  stile 
to  both  houses.  He'Gi>served,  that  the  former  parliament' 
had  formed  the  strongest  resolutions  in  favour  of  the  queen 
of  Hungary,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pragmatic  sanc- 
tion ;  for  the  preservation  of  the  balance  of  power,  and  the 
pe^ce  and  liberties  of  Europe ;  and  that  if  the.  other  powers 
which  were  under  the  like  engagements  with  him  had 
answered  the  just  expectations  so  solemnly  given,  the 
support  of  the  common  cause  would  have  been  attended 
with  less  difficulty.  He  said,  he  had  endeavoured,  by  the 
most  proper  and  early  applications,  to  induce  other  powers 
that  were  united  with  him  by  the  ties  of  common  interest 
to  concert  such  measures  as  so  Important  and  critical  a 
conjuncture  required :  that  where  an  accommodation  seemed 
necessary,  he  had  laboured  t»  reconcile  princes  whose  union 
would  have  been  the  mo8t  e^ectual  means  to  prevent  the 
mischiefs  which  had  happened,  and  the  best  security  for  the 
interestomd  safe^.  of  the  whole.     He  owned  his  endeavours 
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h^d  not  httkerto  ]iroduced  die  detared  dfcti  s  ^uMf^  heVas 
not  without  hope,  that  a  just  senac  of  approaching  danger 
would  give  a  more  favourable  tuni  to  the  counsels  of  other 
Nations.  He  represented  the  necessity  of  putting  the  king* 
dodir  in  such  a  posture  of  defence  as  would  enable  hin  ta 
improve  all  opportunities  of  maintaining  the  .liberties  1ft 
EuropCrAod  defeat  any  attempts  that  should  be  made  againos 
him  and  his  dominions ;  imd  be  recommended  unanimi^, 
vigour;  and  despatch*  The  house  of  commons  having 
appointed  their  seveial  committees,  the  speaker  reported 
the  king's  speech  f  and  Mr.  Herbert  moved  for  an  addrcas 
of  thanks,  includmg  an  approbation  of  the  aseans  by  whicE 
the  war  had  been  prosecuted.  The  mo^n  being  seconded 
by  Mx*  Trevor,  lord  Noel  Somerset  stood  up  and  moved, 
that  the  house  would  in  theis  address  desire  his  majesty  not 
to  engage  these  kingdoms  in  a  war  for  the  preservation  of 
kds  foreign  dominions..  He  was  supported  by  that  inoxr* 
ruptible  patriot,  Mr.  Shippen,  who  declared  he  was  neither 
ashamed  nor  afraid  to  affirm,  that  thirty  years  had  made  n» 
change  in  any  of  his  political  opinions.  He  said  he  was 
grown  old  in  the  house  of  commons ;  that  time  had  verified 
the  predictions  he  had  formerly  uttered ;  and  that  he  had 
seen  his  conjectures  ripened  iitto  knowledge*.  ^  If  my 
'^  country  (added  he)  has  been  so  unfortunate  as  once  more 
^*  to  commit  her  interest  to  men  who  proposed  to  tfaemr 
^*  selves  no  advantage  from  their  trust  but  that  of  selling  it, 
^^  I  may,  perhaps,  fall  once  more  under  censure  for  declar- 
*^  ing  my  opinion,  and  be  once  more  treated  as  a  criminal, 
^^  for  asserting  what  they  who  punish  me  cannot  deny;  for 
*^  maintaining  that  Hanoverian  maxims  are  inconsistent 
^^  with  the  happiness  of  this  nation ;  and  for  preserving  the 
^^  caution  so  strongly  inculcated  by  dmse  patriots  who 
^*  framed  the  act  of  settlement,  and  conferred  upon  the 
^*  present  royal  family  their  title  to  the  throne.''  He  par* 
ticularized  the  instances  in  which  the  ministry  had  acted 
in  diametrical  opposition  to  that  necessary  constitution  > 
and  he  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  taking  some  step  to 
remove  the  apprehensions  of  the  people,  who  began  to  think 
themselves  in  danger  of  being  sacrificed  to  the  security  of 
foreign  dominions.  Mr.  Gibbon  who  spoke  on  the  same 
side  of  th<    question,  expatiated  tq>on  the  fluidity  of 
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returning^  thanks  for  the  prosecution  of  a  war  wliich  had 
been  egregiously  mismanaged.  *^  What!  (said  he)  are 
^*  our  thanks  to  be  solemnly  retamed  for  defeats,  disgrace, 
'*  and  losses,  the  rain  of  our  merchants,  the  imprisonment  of 
*^  oar  sailors,  idle  shows  of  armaments,  and  useless  expen* 
*'  ses  V*  Sir  Robert  Walpole  having  made  a  short  speech  in 
defence  of  the  first  motion  for  an  address,  was  answered  by 
Mr*  Palteney,  who  seemed  to  be  animated  with  a  double 
proportion  of  patriot  indignation.  He  asserted,  that  from 
a  review  of  that  minister's  conduct  since  the  beginning  of 
the  dispute  with  ^ain,  it  would  appear  that  he  had  been 
guilty  not  only  of  single  errors,  but  of  deliberate  treachery : 
that  he  had  always  cooperated  with  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  and  sacrificed  to  his  private  interest  the  happiness 
and  honour  of  the  British  nation.  He  then  entered  into  a 
detail  of  that  conduct  against  which  he  had  so  often 
declaimed  $  and  being  transported  by  an  over  heated  ima- 
gination, accused  him  of  personal  attachment  and  affection 
to  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom.  A  charge  that  was  doubt- 
less the  result  of  exaggerated  animosity,  and  served  only 
to  invalidate  the  other  articles  of  imputation  that  were  much 
better  founded.  His  objections  were  overruled ;  and  the 
address,  as  M  first  proposed,  was  presented  to  his  majesty. 

$  XVIII.  This  small  advantage  howe%'er,  t^ie  minister 
did  not  consider  as  a  proof  of  his  having  ascertained  an 
undoubted  majority  in  the  house  of  commons.  There  Vas 
a  great  number  of  disputed  elections;  and  the  discussiotk  of 
these  was:  the  point  on  which  the  people  had  turned  their 
eyes,  as  the  criterion  of  the  minister's  power  and  credit.  In 
the  first  which  was  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  he  car- 
ried his  point  by  a  majority  of  six  only ;  and  this  he  looked 
upon  as  a  defeat  rather  than  a  victory.  His  enemies  exulted 
in  their  strength ;  as  they  knew  they  should  be  joined,  in 
matters  of  importance,  by  several  members  who  voted 
against  them  on  this  occasion.  The  inconsiderable  majority 
that  appeared  on  the  side  of  the  administration  plainly 
proved  that  the  influence  of  the  minister  was  greatly 
diminished,  and  seemed  to  prognosticate  his  further  decline. 
This  consideration  induced  some  individuals  to  declare 
against  him  as  a  setting  sun,  from  whose  beams  they  could 
expect  no  further  warmth.   His  adherents  began  to  tremble ; 
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and  he  himself  had  occasion  for  all  his  art  and  equanimity. 
The  court  interest  was  not.  sufficient  to  support  the  election 
of  their  own  members  for  Westminister.  The  high  bailiff 
had  been  guilty  of  some  illegal  practices  at  the  poll ;  and 
three  justices  of  the  peace  had,  on  pretence  of  preventing 
riots,  sent  for  a  military  force  to  overawe  the  election.  A 
petition  presented  by  the  electors  of  Westminster  was 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  house;  and  the  election 
was  declared  void  by  a  majority  of  four  voices.  The 
high  bailiff  was  taken  into  custody :  the  officer  who  ordered 
the  soldiers  to  march,  and  the  three  justices  who  signed  the 
letter,  in  consequence  of  which  he  acted  were  reprimanded 
on  their  knees  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 

$  XIX.  The  country  party  maintained  the'  advantage 
they  had  gained  in  deciding  upon  several  other  controverted 
elections ;  and  sir  Robert  Wadpole  tottered  on  the  brink  of 
ruin.  He  knew  that  the  majority  of  a  single  vote  would 
at  any  time  commit  him  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  should  ever 
the  motion  be  made :  and  he  saw  that  his  safety  could  be 
effected  by  no  other  expedient  but  that  of  dividing  the  op- 
position. Towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose  he 
employed  all  his  credit  and  dexterit}^  His  emissaries  did 
not  fail  to  tamper  with  those  members  of  the  opposite  party 
who  were  the  most  likely  to  be  converted  by  their  argu- 
ments. A  message  was  sent  by  the  bishop  of  Oxford  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  importing,  that  if  his  royal  highness  would 
write  a  letter  of  condescension  to  the  king,  he  and  all  his 
counsellors  should  be  taken  into  favour;  that  fifty  thou- 
sand  pounds  should  be  added  to  his  revenue »  four  times 
that  sum  be  disbursed  immediately  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts ;  and  suitable  provision  be  made  in  due  time  for  all 
his  followers.  The  prince  declined  this  proposal.  He 
declared  that  he  would  accept  no  such  conditions,  w^hile  sir 
Robert  Walpole  continued  to  direct  the  public  affisiirs.:  that 
he  looked  upon  him  as  a  bar  between  his  majesty  and  the 
affections  of  his  people ;  as  the  author  of  the  national  griev- 
ances both  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  as  the  sole  cause  of 
that  contempt  which  Great  Britain  had  incurred  in  all  the 
courts  of  Europe.  His  royal  highness  was  now  chief  of 
this  formidable  party,  revered  by  the  whole  nation-— a  party 
which  had  gained  the  ascendancy  in  the  house  of  commons; 
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which  professed  to  act  upon  the  principles  of  puUic  virtue : 
which  demanded  the  fall  of  an  odious  minister,  as  a  sacri- 
(ce  due  to  an  injured  people ;  and  declared  that  no  tempta- 
tion could  shake  their  virtue ;  that  no  art  could  dissolve  the 
cement  hy  which  they  were  united.  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
though  repulsed  in  this  attempt  upon  the  prince  of  Wales, 
was  more  successful  in  his  other  endeavours.  He  resolved 
to  try  bis  strength  once  more  in  the  house  of  commons,  in 
another  disputed  election ;  and  had  the  mortification  to  see 
the  majority  augmented  to  sixteen  voices.  He  declared  he 
would  never  more  sit  in  that  house ;  and  next  day,  which 
was  the  third  of  February,  the  king  adjourned  both  houses 
of  parliament  to  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  same  month.  In 
this  interim  sir  Robert  Walpole  was  created  earl  of  Orford, 
and  resigned  all  his  employments. 

$  XX.  At  no  time  of  his  life  did  he  acquit  himself  with 
such  prudential  policy  as  he  now  displayed.  He  fou^  \ 
means  to  separate  the  parts  that  composed  the  opposition,  a^d 
to  transfer  the  popular  odium  from  himself  to  those  who  had 
professed  themselves  his  keenest  adversaries.  The  coun- 
try party  consisted  of  the  tories,  reinforced  by  discontented 
whigs,  who  had  either  been  disappointed  in  their  own  am- 
bitious views,  or  felt  for  the  distresses  of  their  country,  occa* 
siohed  by  a  weak  and  worthless  administration.  The  old 
patriots,  and  the  whigs  whom  they  had  joined  acted  upon 
very  different,  and,  indeed,  upon  opposite  principles  of 
government :  and,  therefore,  they  were  united  only  by  the 
ties  of  convenience.  A  coalition  was  projected  between 
the  discontented  whigs  and  those,  of  the  same  denomination 
who  acted  in  the  ministry.  Some  were  gratified  with  titles 
and  offices ;  and  all  were  assured,  that  in  the  management 
of  affairs  a  new  system  would  be  adopted,  according  to  the 
plan  they  themselves  should  propose.  The  court  required 
nothing  of  them,  hut  that  the  earl  of  Orford  should  escape 
with  impunity.  His  place  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
was  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Sandys,  who  was  likewise  appointed 
a  lord  of  the  treasury ;  and  the  earl  of  Wilmington  suc- 
ceeded him  as  first  commissioner  of  that  board.  Lord  Har 
rington  being  dignified  with  the  title  of  earl,  was  declared 
president  of  the  council;  and  in  his  room  lord  Carteret 
became  atcretary  of  state.    The  duke  of  Argyle  was  made 
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master  general  of  tl^e  or4ziancC)  colonel  of  hU  iiityesty*(» 
royal  regiment  of    horseguards,    field  marshal  and  com*- 
mander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  South  Britain :    but, 
finding  himself  disappointed  in  his  es;pectation8  of  the  coa- 
litioOf   he,   in    less    than  a   month,    renounced   all  these 
employments.     The  marquis  of  Tw^eedale  was   appointed 
secretary  of  state  for  Scotland,  a  post  which  had  been  long 
suppressed ;  Mr.  Pulteney  was  sworn  of  the  privy  councilv 
and  afterwards  created  earl  of  Bath.  The  earl  of  Winchel* 
sea  and  Nottingham  was  preferred  to  the  head  of  the  adnii* 
ralty,  in  the  room  of  sir  Charles  Wager ;  and,  after  the 
resignation  of  the  duke  of  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Stair  was 
appointed  field  martial  of  all  his  majesty^s  forces,  as  well  as 
ambassador  extraordinary  to  the  states  general.     On  the 
seventeenth  day  of  February'  the  prince  of  Wales,  attended 
by  a  numerous  retinue  of  his  adherents,  waited  on   his 
majesty    who   received  him  graciously,    and  ordered   his 
guards  to  l)e  restored.     Lord  Carteret  and  Mr.  Sandys 
were  the  first  who  embraced  the  offers  of  the  court,  without 
the  consent  or  privity  of  any  other  leaders  in  the  opposition, 
except  that  of  Mr.  Pulteney ;  but  they  declared  to  their 
friends,  they  would  still  proceed  upon  patriot  principles: 
that  they  would  concur  in  promoting  an  inquiry  into  past 
measures ;  and   in  enacting  necessary  laws  to  secure  the 
constitution  from  the  practices  of  corruption.     These  pro- 
fessions were  believed,  not  only  by  their  old  coadjutors  in 
the  house  of  commons,  but  also  by  the  nation  in  genersL 
The  reconciliation  between  the  king  and  the  prince  of  WaleSf 
together  with  the  change  in  the  ministry,  were  celebrated 
with  public  rejoicings  all  over  the  kingdom ;  and  immedi* 
Ately  after  the  adjournment  nothing  but  concord  appeared 
in  the  house  of  commons. 

$  XXL  But  this  harmony  was  of  short  duration.  It 
soon  appeared,  that  those  who  had  declaimed  the  loudest 
for  the  liberties  of  their  country  had  been  actuated  solely 
by  the  n^ost  sordid,  and  even  the  most  ridiculous  motives  of 
»\:\{  interest.  Jealousy  and  mutual  d.istrust  ensued  between 
ihem  ai^d  their  former  confederates.  The  nation  com- 
plained, that,  instead  of  a  total  change  of  men  and  measures, 
f  hey  saw  the  old  ministry  strength^xlbd  by  this  coalition ; 
'4n4  the  same  interest  *  in  parlbment  predominating  with 
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redoubled  inSuetice.  They  branded  the  new  converts  as 
apostates  and  betrajrers  of  their  country ;  and  in  the  trans- 
ports of  their  indignation,  they  entirely  overlooked  the  old 
object  of  their  resentment.  That  a  nobleman  of  pliant  prin- 
ciples, narrow  fortune,  and  nd^ounded  ambition,  should  for- 
sake his  party  for  the  blandishments  of  affluence^  power, 
and  authority,  will  not  appear  strange  to  any  person 
acquainsed  with  the  human  heart ;  but  the  sensible  part  of 
mankind  will  dways  reflect  with  amazement  upon  the  con-r 
ditct  of  a  man,  who  seeing  himself  idolized  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  as  the  first  and  firmest  patriot  in  the  kingdom,  as 
one  of  the  moat  shining  omamenu  of  his  country,  could 
give  up  all  his  popularity,  and  incur  the  contempt  or  detes- 
mtion  of  maakind,  for  the  wretched  consideration  of  an 
empty  title,  without  office,  influeoce,  or  the  least  substantial 
appendage.  One  cannot,  without  an  emotion  of  grief,  con- 
template such  an  instance  of  infatuation«-One  cannot  but 
lament,  that  such  glory  should  have  been  so  weakly  for- 
feited :  tliat  such  talents  should  have  been  lost  lo  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  virtue.  Doubtless  he  flattered  himself  with 
the  hope  of  one  day  directing  the  counsels  of  his  sovereign ; 
but  this  was  never  accomplished,  and  he  remained  a  soli- 
tary moQisaiient  of  blasted  ambition.  Before  the  change  in 
the  ministry,  Mr.  Pulteney  moved  that  the  several  papers 
relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  which  had  been  laid 
before  the  house  should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
who  should  examine  stricdy  into  the  particulars,  and  make 
a  report  to  the  house  of  their  remarks,  and  objections.  The 
motion  introduced  a  debate;  but,  upon  a  divison,  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  three  voices.  Petitions  having  been 
presented  by  the  merchants  of  London,  Bristol,  Liverpool^ 
Gtep^w,  and  almost  all  the  trading  towns  in  the  kingdom, 
complaining  of  the  losses  they  had  sustained  by  the  bad 
oooditct  of  the  war,  the  house  resolved-  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee, to  delH»erate  on  these  remonstrances.  The  articles 
of  the  Lbndon  petition  were  explained  by  Mr.  Glover,  an 
eminent  iaerchant  of  that  city.  Six  days  were  spent  in 
perusing  papers  and  examining  witnesses :  then  the  same 
gentleman  summed  up  the  evidence,  and  in  a  padietic 
speech  endeavoured  to  demonstrate,  thatthe  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  had  been  exposed  to  the  insults  and  rapine  of 
Vol.  II.  P  p  p  / 
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Uie  Spamards,  not  by  inattention  or  accident,  bat  by  one 
uniform  and  continued  design.  This  inquiry  being  resumed 
after  the  adjournment,  copies  of  instructions  to  admirals 
and  captains  of  cruising  ships  were  laid  before  the  house  ; 
the  commons  passed  several  resolutions,  upon  which  a  bill 
iras  prepared  for  the  better  protecting  and  securing  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  the  kingdom.  It  made  its  way  through 
the  lower  house ;  but  was  thrown  out  by  the  lords.  Xhe 
pension  bill  was  revived,  and  sent  up  to  the  peers,  were  it 
was  again  rejected.  Lord  Carteret  voting  against  that  veiy 
measure  which  he  had  so  lately  endeavoured  to  promote. 
On  the  ninth  day  of  march,  lord  Limerick  made  a  motion 
for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
affairs  for  the  last  twenty  years :  he  was  seconded  by  sir 
John  St**  Aubyn,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Velters  ComwaU, 
Mr.  Philips,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  lord  Percival,  the  new  mem- 
ber for  Westminster,  who  had  already  signalized  himself 
by  his  eloquence  and  capacity.  The  motion  was  opposed 
by  sir  Charles  Wager,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Henr>'  Pox^ 
surveyor  general  to  his  majesty's  works,  and  brodier  to 
lord  Ilchester.  Though  the  opposition  was  faint  and  frivo* 
lous,  the  proposal  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  two  voices. 
Lord  Limerick,  not  yet  discouraged,  made  a  motion,  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  March,*  for  an  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  Robert  earl  of  Orford  for  the  last  ten  years  of  his 
aidministration ;  and,  after  a  sharp  debate,  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative.  The  house  resolved  to  choose  a  secret  com- 
mittee by  ballot  i  and  in  the  mean  time  presented  an  address 
to  the  king,  assuring  him  of  their  fidelity,  zeal,  and  affection. 
$  XXIL  Sir  Robert  Godschall  having  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  septennial  parlia- 
ments,  he  was  seconded  by  sir  John  Barnard  ;  but  warmly 
opposed  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  Mr.  Sandys ;  and  the  ques- 
tion passed  in  the  negative.  The  committee  of  secrecy 
being  chosen,  began  to  examine  evidence,  and  Mr.  Paxton, 
solicitor  to  the  treasury,  refusing  to  answer  such  questions 
as  were  put  to  him,  lord  Limerick,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, complained  to  the  house  of  his  obstinacy.  He  was 
first  t;iken  into  custody ;  and  still  persisting  in  his  refusal, 
committed  to  Newgate.     Then  his  lordship  moved,  that 
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leave  should  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  indemnifying 
evidence  against  the  earl  of  Orford ;  and  it  was  actually 
prepared  by  a  decision  of  the  majority.  In  the  house  of 
lords  it  was  vigorously  opposed  by  lord  Carteret,  and  as 
strenuously  supported  by  the  duke  of  Argyle;  but  fell 
upon  a  division,  by  the  weight  of  superior  numbers. 
Those  members  in  the  house  of  commons  who  heartily 
wished  that  the  inquiry  might  be  prosecuted  were  extremely 
incensed  at  the  fate  of  this  bilL  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  search  the  journals  of  the  lords  for  prece- 
<fents:  their  report  being  read,  lord  Strange,  son  of  the 
earl  of  Derby,  moved  for  a  resolution,  ^^  That  the  lords 
^^  refusing  to  concur  with  the  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
^^  in  an  indemnification  necessary  to  the  effectual  carrying 
*^  on  the  inquiry,  now  depending  in  parliament,  is  an  ob^ 
^^  atruction  to  justice,  and  may  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
^*  this  nation.'' — ^This  motion,  which  was  seconded  by  lord 
Quarendon,  son  of  the  earl  of  Litchfield,  gave  rise  to  a 
warm  debate ;  and  Mr.  Sandys  declaimed  against  it,  as  a 
•tep  that  would  bring  on  an  immediate  dissolution  of  the 
present  form  of  government.  It  is  really  amazing  to  see 
with  what  effrontery  some  men  can  shift  their  maxims,  and 
openly  contradict  the  whole  tenor  of  their  former  conduct. 
Mr.  Sandys  did  not  pass  uncensured :  he  sustained  some 
•evere  sarcasms  on  his  apostacy,  from  sir  John  Uynde 
Cotton,  who  refuted  all  his  objections:  nevertheless, 
the  motion  passed  in  the  negative.  Notwithstanding 
this  great  obstruction,  purposely  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
inquiry,  the  'secret  committee  discovered  many  flagrant 
instances  of  fraud  and  corruption  in  which  the  earl  of 
Orford  had  been  concerned.  It  appeared,  that  be  had 
granted  fraudulent  contracts  for  paying  the  troops  in  the 
West  (ndies  :  that  he  had  employed  iniquitous  arts  to 
influence  elections :  that  for  secret  service,  during  the  last 
ten  years,  be  had  touched  one  million  four  hundred  filty^^ 
three  thousand  four  hundred  pounds  of  the  public  money  : 
that  above  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  this  sum  had  been  paid 
to  authors  and  printers  of  newspapers  and  political  tracts 
written  in  defence  of  the  ministry :  that  on  the  very  day 
which  preceded  his  resignation.  Be  had  signed  orders  oi^^e 
civil  list  revenues  for  above  thirty  thousand  pounds  ;  but 
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aa  the  caftbrcnuuniiig  m  the  tadieqner  did  Mt  m«cli  ex- 
ceed* fiaurteen  dioutand  poimdsf  he  had  rtised  the  feaHuaug 
part  of  the  thirty  thousand,  by  pawning  the  ofdtrs  to  a 
banker*  The  coniBiittee  proceeded  to  make  farther  pio-» 
gresa  in  their  acrutinj,  and  had  ahnost  pteparod  a  third 
report,  wheh  they  were  islemipted  by  the  prorogation  of 
parBament. 

$  XXIIl.  The  nunistry  finding  it  waa  nectaaaiy  to 
take  some  stej^  for  conciliating  the  affection  of  the  people, 
gave  way  to  a  bttl  for  exehiding  certain  oflkers  fvoaa  sfiati 
in  th6  house  of  commons.  They  passed  another  for 
encouraging  the  linen  manufacture;  a  third  lor  rtgolateg 
the  trade  of  the  plantations ;  and  a  fourth  to  pievent  die 
marriage  of  lunatics.  They  voted  forty  thousand  seamen, 
and  sixty-two  thousand  five  hundred  landmen  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  current  year.  They  provided  for  the  saibsi^es 
to  Denmark  and  Hesse  Casscl,  and  voted  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  to  the  queen  of  Hungary*  The  expenee 
of  the  year  amounted  to  near  six  millions,  raised  by  die 
land  tax  at  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  by  the  malt  ttOL^  by 
one  million  from  the  sinking  fund,  by  annuities  granted 
upon  it  for  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  a  lean  of 
one  million  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  from  die  bank* 
In  the  month  of  July,  John  lord  Gower  was  appointed 
keeper  of  his  majesty's  ptivy  seal:  Allen  lord  Badiurst  waa 
made  captain  of  the  band  of  pensioners ;  and  cm  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  Mn  Pukeney  took  his  seat  in 
the  house  of  peers  as  earl  of  Bath*  The  kfaig  closed  the 
session  iii  the  usual  way,  after  having  given  ihem  to  under* 
stand,  that  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  between  die 
queen  of  Hungary  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  under  his 
mediation ;  and  that  the  late  successes  of  the  Austrian  arms 
were  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  generous  aasistance 
afforded  by  the  British  nation. 

$  XXIV.  By  this  time  great  changes  had  happened  in 
the  affieurs  of  the  continent.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  was 
chosen  emperor  of  Germany  at  Franckfbrt  on  the  Maine, 
and  crowned  by  the  name  of  Charles  VII*  on  die  Idth  dm^ 
of  February.  Thither  the  imperial  diet  was  removed 
froQi  Ratisbon :  they  confirmed  his  election,  and  indtdged 
him  with  a  subsidy  of  fifty  Roman  months,  amounting  to 
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ahoat  two  hundred  tkoasftnd  pounds  sterliag*  In  the 
mean  time^  the  Auatrian  general,  Kfaevenhiiller,  ravaged 
hb  electorate,  and  made  himself  master  of  Munich,  tke"^ 
capital  of  B«yaria :  he  likewise  laid  pan  of  the  palatinate 
under  contRbntion,  in  resentment  for  that  elector's  having 
aent  a  body  of  his  troopsi  to  reinforce  the  :imperial  army. 
In  March,  count  Saxe,  with  a  detachment  of  French  and 
Bavarians,  reduced  Egra;  and  the  Austnans  were  obliged 
to  evacuate  Bavaria,  though  they  afterwslrds  returned. 
Khevenhuller  took  post  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Passan, 
and  detached  general  Bemdau  to  Din^eiing  on  the  Iser, 
to  observe  die  motions  of  the  enemy,  who  were  now  beeome 
extremely  formidable*  In  May,  a  detachment  of  French 
and  Bavarians  advanced  to  the  castle  of  Hilkerabei^gh  on 
the  Danube,  with  a  view  to  take  possession  of  a  Inidge 
over  the  river:  the  Austrian  garrison  immediately 
marched  out  to  g^ve  them  battle,  and  a'  severe  action 
ensued,  in  which  the  imperialists  were  defeated. 

$  XXV.  In^  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  queen  of 
Hungary  had  assembled  two  considerable  armies  in  Mora- 
y;ia  and  Bohemia.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  at  the 
head  of  fifty  thousand  men,  advanced  against  the  Saxons 
and  Prussians,  who  thought  proper  to  retire  with  precipita- 
tion from  Moravia,  which  they  had  invaded.  Then  the 
prince  took  the  route  to  Bohemia:  and  marshal  Broglio, 
wha  commanded  the  French  forces  in  that  country,  must 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice,  had  not  the  king  of  Prussia  received 
a  strong  reinforcement,  and  entered  that  kingdom  before 
his  allies  could  be  attacked.  The  two  armies  advanced 
towards  each  other;  and  on  the  seventeenth  of  May, 
joined  batde  at  Czaslaw,  where  the  Austrians  at  first  gain- 
ed a  manifest  advantage,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  Prus- 
sian baggage :  then  the  irregulars  began  to  plunder  -"so 
eagerly,  that  they  neglected  every  other  consideration. 
The  Prussian  infantry  took  this  opportunity  to  rally :  the 
battle  was  renewed,  and,  after  a.  very  obstinate  contest, 
the  victory  was  snatched  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Austrians, 
who  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  loss  of  five  thousand 
men  killed,  and  twelve  hundred  taken  by  the  enemy.  The 
Prusaians  paid  dear  for  the  honour  «f  remaining  on  the 
field  of  battle ;  and  from  the  circumstances  of  this  action 
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the  king  is  said  to  have  conceived  a  disgosC  to  tile 
When  the  Austrians  made  such  progress  in  the  begimung 
of  the  engagement^  he  rode/ off  with  great  expedition,  until 
he  was  recalled*  I7  a  meaaage  from  his  general,  the  caxMBt 
de  Schwerin,  assuring  his  majaty  that  there  was  no  djmger 
of  a  defeat.     Immediately  after  this  battle,  he  discovered 
an  inclination  to  accommodate  all  differences  with  the  queen 
of  Hungary.     The  earl  of  Hj^ndford,   ambassador   from 
the  court  of  Great  Britain,  who  accompanied  him  in  tins 
campaign,  and  was  vested  with  full  powers  by  her  Honga- 
rian  majesty,  did  not  fail  to  cultivate  this  favouraUe  dispo- 
sition :  and  on  tiie  first  day  of  June,  a  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween the  two  powers  was  concluded  at  Breslau.     The 
queen  ceded  to  his  Prussian  majesty  the  upper  and  lower 
Silesia,  with  the  county  of   Glatz  in    Bohemia;  and    he 
charged  himself  with  the  payment  of  the  sum  lent  by  the 
merchants  of  London  to  the  late  emperor,  on  the  Sileaian 
revenues.     He  likewise  engaged  to  observe  a  strict  neu- 
trality during  the  war,  and  to  withdraw  his  forces  from  Bo- 
hemia  in  fifteen  days  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  in 
which  were  comprehended  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  elec- 
tor of  Hanover,  the  czarina,  the  king  '  of  Denmark,  the 
states  general,  the  house  of  Wolfenbutde,  and  the  king^  of 
Poland  elector  of  Saxony,  on  certain  conditions,  which  vrere 
accepted. 

$  XXVI.  The  king  of  Prussia  recalled  his  troops; 
while  mareschal  Brog^io,  .  who  commanded  the  French 
auxiliaries  in  that  kingdom,  and  the  count  de  Belleisle, 
abandoned  their  magazines  and  baggage,  and  retired  with 
precipitation  under  the  cannon  of  Prague.  There  they 
entrenched  themselves  in  an  advantageous  situation ;  and 
prince  Charles  being  joined  by  the  other  body  of  Austrians, 
under  prince  Lobkowitz,  encamped  in  sight  of  them,  on 
the  hills  of  Girinsnitz.  The  grand  difke  of  Tuscany  arri- 
ved in  the  Austrian  army,  of  which  he  took  the  command; 
and  the  French  generals  offered  to  surrender  Prague,  Egra, 
and  all  the  other  places  they  possessed  in  Bohemia,  provi- 
ded they  might  be  allowed  to  march  off  with  their  arms, 
artillery,  and  baggage.  The  proposal  was  rejected,  and 
Prague  invested  on  all  sides  about  the  end  of  July.  Though 
the  operations  of  the  siege  were  carried  on  in  an  awkward 
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and  slovenly  manner,  tht  place  was  so  cfiectually  Uocked 
up,  that  famine  must  have  compelled  the  French  to  surren- 
der at  discretion^  had  not  very  extraordinary  efforts  been 
made  for  their  relief.  The  emperor  had  made  advances 
to  the  queen  of  Hungary*  He  promised  that  the  French 
fbrciSs  should  quit  Bohemia,  and  evacuate  the  empire ;  and 
he  offered  to  renounce  all  pretensions  to  the  kingdom  of 
Bohemia,  on  condition  that  the  Austrians  would  restore 
Bavaria :  but  these  conditions  were  declined  by  the  court 
of  Vienna*  The  king  of  France  was  no  sooner  apprised  of 
the  condition  to  which  the  generals  Broglio  and  Belleisle 
were  reduced,  than  he  sent  orders  to  marshal  Maillebois, 
who  commanded  his  army  on  the  Rhine,  to  march  to  their 
relief*  His  troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion ;  and 
when  they  reached  Amberg  in  the  Upper  Palatinate,  were 
joined  by  the  French  and  Imperialists  from  Bavaria* 
Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  having  received  intelligence  of 
their  junction  and  design,  left  eighteen  thousand  men  to 
maintain  the  blockade  of  Prague,  under  the  command  of 
general  Festititz,  while  he  himself,  with  the  rest  of  his 
army,  advanced  to  Haydon  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia* 
There  he  was  joined  by  count  Khevenhuller,  who  from 
Bavaria  had  followed  the  enemy,  now  commanded  by  count 
Seckendorff,  and  the  count  de  Saze.  Seckendorff,  however, 
was  sent  back  to  Bavaria,  while  marchal  Maillebois  entered 
Bohemia  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September*  But  he 
marched  with  such  precaution,  that  prince  Charles  could 
not  bring  him  to  an  engagement*  Meanwhile  Festititz, 
for  want  of  sufficient  force,  was  obliged  to  abandon  the 
blockade  of  Prague ;  and  the  French  generals  being  now  at 
liberty,  took  post  at  Leutmaritz*  Maillebois  advanced  as 
far  as  Kadan :  but  seeing  the  Austrians  possessed  of  all 
the  passes  of  the  mountains,  he  marched  back  to  the 
Palatinate,  and  was  miserably  harassed  in  his  retreat  by 
prince  Charles,  who  had  left  a  strong  body  with  prince 
Lobkowitz,  to  watch  the  motions  of  Belleisle  and  Broglio* 
$  XXVII*  These  generals  seeing  jthemselves  surround- 
ed on  all  hands,  returned  to  Prague,  from  whence  Broglio 
made  his  escape  in  the  habit  of  a  courier,  and  was  sent  to 
command  the  army  of  Maillebois,  who  was  by  this  time 
disgraced*      Prince   Lobkowitz,    who   now   directed   the 
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blockade  of  Prnigcm^  had  bo  efectoally  cut  off  all  i 
cation  betweea  that  place  and  the  adjacent  country^  that  m 
a  liule  time  the   French  troops  were  reduced  to  great 
extremity,  both  from  the  severity  of  the  se^son^  aad  the 
vant  of  provision.     They  were  already  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  eating  horsefleshi  and  unclean  animals  z   and 
.they  had  no  other  prospect  but  that  of  perishing  by  famine 
or  war,  when  their  commander  formed  the  scheme  of  a 
netreat,  which  was  actually  put  in  execution*      Having 
taken  some  artful  precautions  to  deceive  the  enemy,  he,  ia 
the  middle  of  December,  departed  from  Prague  at  midaight, 
with  about  fourteen  thousand  men,  thirty  pieces  of  artillery, 
aad  some  of  the  principal  citizens  as  hostages^or  the  saCety 
of  nine  hundred  soldiers  whom  he  had  left  in  garriaoa. 
Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  he  must  have  encountes^ 
at  tiiat  season  of  the  year,  in  a  broken  and  unfrequented 
road,  which  he  purposely  chose,  he   marched  widi  such 
expedition,  that  he  had  gained  the  passes  of  the  mouataiaa, 
before  he  was  overtaken  by  the  horse  and  hussars  of  prince 
Lobkowitz.     The  fatigue  and  hardships  which  the  miaera- 
hie  soldiers  underwent  are  inexpressible.     A  great  aiunber 
perished  in  the  snow,  and  many  hundreds,'  fainting  with 
weariness,  cold,  and  hunger,  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Austrian  irregulars,  consisttng  of  the  most  barbarous  peo- 
ple on  the  face  of  the  earth,     '^Hie  count  de   Bellelale, 
though  tortured  with  the  hip  gout,  behaved  with  surprising 
resolution  and  activity.     He  caused  hims^  lx>  be  carried 
in  a  litter  to  every  place  where  he  thought  his  presence  was 
necessary,  and  made  such  dispositions,  that  the  pursuevs 
never  could  liiake   an  impression  upon  the  body  of  his 
troops:  but  all  his  artillery,  baggage,  and  even  his  own 
equipage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.    On  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  December,  he  arrived  at  £gra,  from  whence  he 
proceeded   to    Alsace    without  further  molestation;  but« 
when  he  returned  to  Verseilles,  he  met  with  a  very  cold 
reception,  notwithstanding  the  gallant  exploit  which  he  had 
performed.     After  his  escape,  prince  Lobkowitz  returned 
to  Prague,  and  the  small  garrison  which  BeUeisle  had  left 
in  that  place  surrendered  upon  honourable  terms ;  so  that 
this  capital  reverted  to  the  house  of  Austria. 
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$  XXVIIL  The  king  of  GreUt  Britain  reablvingto 
make  ii  powerful  diversion  in  the  NetherlandB,  had  in  the 
ibonth  of  April,  ordered  sixteen  thousand  effective  men  to  , 
be  embarked  for  that  country :  but,  as  this  step  was  taken 
"vrithout  any  previous  concert  i^th  the  states  general,  the 
earl  of  Stair,  destined  to  the  command  of  the  forces  in  Flan*- 
-ders^  was  in  the  mean  time  appointed  ambassador  extraoiv 
dtnary- and  plenipotentiary  to  their  high  mightinesses,  ia 
order  to  persuade  th«m  to  cooperate  vigorously  in  the  plan 
jwfaich  his  Britamiic  majesty  had  formed :  a  plan  by  which 
Great  Britaili  was  engaged  as  a  principal  in  a  foreign  dis- 
pute, and  entailed  upon  herself  the  whole  burden  of  an 
expensive  war,  big  with  ruin  and 'disgrace.     England,  from  .  | 

being  the  umpire,  was  now  become  a  party  in  all  continental  A  -^ 
quarrels ;  and,  instead  of  trimming  the  balance  of  £^rope,\  "^  '  \ 
lavished  away  her  blood  and  treasure  in  supporting  the\U^,..^  ^ 
interest  and  allies  of  a  puny  electorate  in  the  north  of  Ger-  (  ^  " 
tnany.  The  king  of  Prussia  had  been  at  variance  with  the  { 
elector  of  Hanover.  The  dutchy  of  Mecklenburgh  was  the 
avowed  subject  of  dispute :  but  his  Prussian  majesty  is  said 
to  have  had  other  more  provoking  causes  of  complaint,  which, 
'however,  h\e  did  not  think  proper  to  divulge.  The  king  of 
Oreat  firitidn  found  it  convenient  to  accommodate  dicse 
differences.  In  the  course  of  this  summer,  the  two  powers 
concluded  a  convention,  in  consequence  of  which  the  troops 
of  Hanover  evacuated  Mecklenburgh,  and  three  regiments 
of  Brandenburgh  took  possession  of  those  bailiwicks  that 
were  mortgaged  to  the  king  of  Prussia.  The  elector  of 
Hanover  being  now  secured  from  danger,  sixteen  thousand 
troops  of  that  country,  together  with  the  six  thousand  auxil- 
iary Hessians,  began  their  inarch  for  the  Netheriands ;  and 
about  the  middle  of  Ottober  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Brussels,  where  they  encamped.  1-he  earl  of  Stsdr 
repaired  to  Ghent,  where  this  British  forces  were  quarter* 
ed ;  a  body  of  Austrians  was  assembled ;  and  though  the 
eeasoti  was  far  advanced,  he  seemed  determined  upon  some 
expedition :  but  all  of  a  sudden  the  troops  were  sent  inio 
winter  quarters.  The  Austrians  retired  to  Luxembourg : 
th6  English  and  Hessians  remained  in  Flanders ;  and  the 
Hanoverians  marched  into  the  county  of  ILi^ge,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  bishop's  protestation. 

Vol.  II.  Q  q  q  n        \ 

■     DiaitizedbyVjOOQlC 


^90  HISTORY  OF  BKGLANH.  1742. 

$  XXIX.  The  sutes  general  had  made  a  conudenble 
augmentation  of  their  forces  by  sea  and  land ;  but,  not- 
withstanding the  repeated  instances  of  the  earl  of  Stair, 
they  resolved  to  adhere  to  their  neutrality  ;  they  dreaded 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  French ;  and  they  were  far  from 
being  pleased  to  see  the  English  get  footing  in  the  Nether- 
lands. The  friends  of  the  house  of  Orange  began  to 
exert  themselves:  the  states  of  Groningen  and  West 
Friesland  protested,  in  favour  of  the  prince,  against  the 
promotion  of  foreign  generals  which  had  lately  been  made: 
but  his  interest  was  powerfully  opposed  by  the  provincea 
of  Zealand  and  Holland,  which  had  the  greatest  weight  in 
the  republic.  The  revolution  in  Russia  did  not  put  an 
end  to  the  war  with  Sweden.  These  two  powers  had 
agreed  to  an  armistice  of  three  months,  during  which  the 
cEarina  augmented  her  forces  in  Finland.  She  likewise 
ordered  the  counts  Osterman  and  Munich,  with  their 
adherents,  to  be  tried :  they  were  condemned  to  death,  but 
pardoned  on  the  scaffold,  and  sent  in  exile  to  Siberia.  11^ 
Swedes,  still  encouraged  by  the  intrigues  of  France, 
refused  to  listen  to  any  terms  of  accommodation,  unless 
Carelia,  and  the  other  conquests  of  the  czar  Peter,  should 
^  be  restored.  The  French  court  had  expected  to  bring  oyer 
the  new  empress  to  their  measures:  but  they  found  her  as 
well  disposed  as  her  predecessor  to  assist  the  house  of 
Austria.  She  remitted  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to 
the  queen  of  Hungary :  and  at  that  same  time  congratu- 
lated the  elector,  of  Bavaria  on  his  elevation  to  the  Impe- 
rial throne.  The  ceremony  of  her  coronation  was  performed 
in  May,  with  great  solemnity,  at  Moscow ;  and  in  Novem- 
^ber  she  declared  her  nephew,  the  duke  of  Holstein  Got- 
torp,  her  successor,  by  th^  title  of  grand  prince  of  all  the 
Russias.  The  cessation  of  arms  being  expired,  general 
Lasei  reduced  Fredericksheim,  and  obliged  the  Swedish 
.jarmy,  commanded  by  count  Lewenhaupt,  to  retire  before 
him,  from  one  place  to  another,  until  at  length  they  were 
quite  surrounded  near  H^lsingfors.  In  this  emer^ncy, 
the  Swedish  general  submitted  to  a  capitulation,  by  which 
bis  infantry  were  transported  by  sea  to  Sweden ;  his  caval- 
ry marched  by  land  to  Abp  |  and  his  artillery  and  maga- 
jz.incs  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  {t^ssians.     The  ]^ag 
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of  Swedes  being  of  an  advanced  age,  the  diet  assembled 
in  order  to  settle  the  succession ;  and  the  duke  of  Holsteiti 
Gottorp,  as  grandson  to  the  eldest  sister  to  Charles  XII. 
was  declared  next  heir  to  the  crown.  '  A  courier  wa^ 
immediately  detpatdied  to  Moacow,  to  notify  to  the  duke 
tiiis  determination  of  the  diet :  and  thk  message  wa^  fol*" 
lowed  by  a  deputation ;  but  when  they  understood  that  he 
had  embraced  the  religion  of  the  Greek  church,  and  been 
acknowledged  successor  to  the  throne  of  Russia,  they 
annulled  his  election  for  Sweden,  and  resolved  that  the 
succession  should  not  be  reestablished,  until  a  peace  should 
be  concluded  with  the  czarina.  Conferences  were  opened 
at  Abd  for  this  purpose.  In  the  mean  time,  the  events  of 
war  had  been  so  long  unfortunate  for  Sweden,  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  appease  the  indignation  of  the  peo- 
ple with  some  sacrifice.  The  generals  Lewenhaupt  and 
Bodenbrock  were  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  misconduct : 
being  found  guilty  and  condemned  to  death,  they  applied 
to  the  diet,  by  which  the  sentence  was  confirmed*  The 
term  of  the  subsidy  treaty  between  Grfeat  Britain  and  Den* 
mark  expiring,  his  Danish  majesty  refused  to  renew  it ; '  nor 
would  he  accede  to  the  peace  of  Breslau.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  became  subsidiary  to  France,  with  which  also  he 
concluded  a  new  treaty  of  commerce.  > 

$  XXX.  The  court  of  Versailles  were  now  heartily 
tired  of  maintaining  the  war  in  Germany,  and  had  actually 
made  equitable  proposals  of  peace  to  the' queen  of  Hun^ 
gary,  by  whom  they  were  rejected.  Thus  repulsed,  they 
redoubled  their  preparations ;  and  endeavoured,  by  advan- 
tageous  offers,  to  detach  the  king  of  Sardinia  from  the 
interest  of  the  house  of  Austria.  This  prince  had  espoused 
a  sister  to  the  grand  duke,  who  pressed  him  to  declare  for 
her  brother,  and  the  queen  of  Hungary  promised  to  gratify 
him  with  some  territories  in  the  Milanese:  besides,  he 
thought  the  Spaniards  had  already' gained  too  much  ground 
in  Italy:  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  afraid  of  being 
crushed  between  France  and  Spadn,  before  he  could  be  pro- 
p^ly  supported*  He  therefore  temporized,  and  protracted 
the  negotiation,  until  he  was  alarnied  at  the  progress  of 
the  Spanish  arms  in  Italy,  and  fixed  m  his  determination  by . 
the  su|mid»es  qf  Gre^t  Britain.     The  Spanish  army  assem* 
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Ued^t  BtmiB),  under  the  dulre  de  Moktemflrj  »ii4  being 
julned  by  the  Neapolhim  foroea^  amounted  to  six^  thou- 
^  8imd  men,  fumiah^  with  a  Urge  tratii  of  aitiBery*  About 
the  begifu^ittg  of  Mayy  tb^y  eniered  the  Bolognese :  tben 
the  king  of  >Sardkua  dechMntig  ag^st  ^em,  joined  tbe 
A'u9triai»  afipy  i:omiaanded  by  count  Traun;*  marched  into 
the  dutchy  of  Panaa }  tmd  lindeiatainding  that  the  d«&e  of 
Modena  haH  engagied  in  a  tr^ty  with  theBpaniardat  dia- 
poaeea^ed  tbut  prince  of  M$  dominionst  The  duke  de 
Momemar,  -seting  his  army  diminished  by  aickoeas  vad 
d^s^rtion,  retretted^to  the  kingdom  of  Naplea,  and  was 
ibUowed  by  the  king  of  Sardinia,  as  far  as  Rintfau* 

^  $  XXXIvi  Here  he  received  intelligence,  that  Don 
Philip,  third  son  of  his  catholic  majesty  had  ndiAdS&  an 
irruption  into  9avoy  with  another  army  of  Spaniards,  and 
^ready  taken  possesion  of  Chamberri,  the  capital*  He 
forthwith  began  bis  march  for  Piedmont*  I>on  Philip 
^ndoncd  Savdy-at  his  approach,  and  retreating  into  Dilu- 
phine,  took  postuinder  the  cannon  of  fort  Barreaux*  The 
ktog  pursued  him  thither,  and  both  armies  remained  in 
sight '0f  each  other  tiU  the  month  of  Deceifiber,  wheiv  the 
marquis  de  Minas,  m  active  and  enterprising  -  general, 
'  arrivad  from  Midridi  and  f0dk  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  forces  tinder  Don  Philip,  This  general'a  first  exploit 
was  against  ^e  castle  of  Aspremont,  in  the  nei||hb6urhood 
cyf  the  Sardinian  camp.  He  Attacked  it  ao  vigoroudy,  liiat 
the  garrison  was  obliged  to  capitulate  in  fi(^ut-aiid4biyty 
hours. '  Tho'loe^  of  this-  important  poat  coifipellied  thie 
king  to  retire  into  Piedmont,  and  the  Spaniards  married 
back  into  Savoy^  nirhftre  disestablished  their 'winter  quar* 
l«rs«*  -la  the  m^an  Uiie^  tho  duke  de  Montemar,  who 
dieted  ^the  other  'Spaaisb  army,  though  -  tfie  dafce  of 
DOooena  was- nominal  genendiashno,  resigned  his  command 
10  count  Gages,  who  attempted  to  penetrate  into  Tuscany; 
f  bat  was  prevented  hy  the  vigilance  of  coont  IVauii,  the 
Austrian  general*  In  Decetnber  he  quartered  his  mio^ 
in  the  Ibflognese  and  Romagtta ;  white  >}ie  Austriaaa '  and 
FifdmonteSe  were  distrtbnted  in  the  Modeaese  and  Par- 
me9in4  .The  pope  was  passive  during  tbe  whole  xam* 
paign :  the  Venetians  maintaineil  their  neutrality,  and  the 
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](tQg  of  the  two  SiciliM  was  overawed  by  the   Britiflli 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranetb* 

§  XXXIL  The  new  xnioiatry  in  Engbnd  bad  sent  out 
adfmirat  Matthews  to  assume  the  commaad  of  this  squadron^ 
Mrbich  had  been  for  some  time  coinducted  by  Lestock,  aa 
inferior  officjir,  aa  Haddock  had  been  obliged  to  resign  his 
coinmi^sion^  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health.  Matthews 
laras  likewise  invested  with  the  character  of  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  states  of  Italy* 
Immediately  after  he  bad  taken  possession  of  his  command^ 
he  ordered  captain  Norris   to  destroy  five  Spanish  galleys 
which  had  put  into  the  bay  of  St«  Tropez  ;  and  this  ser- 
vice woJs  eiFectusUy  performed.     In  May  he  detached  com- 
modore Rowley y  with  eight  sail,  to  cruize  off  the  harbour 
<^  Toulon ;  and  a  great  number  of  merchant  ships  belong- 
ing to  the  enemy  fell  into  his  hands.     In  August  he  sent 
commodore  Martin  with  another  squadron '  into  the  bay  of 
Naples,  to  bombard  that  city,  unless  his  Sicilian  majesty 
would  immediately  recal  his  troops,  which  had  joined  the 
Spailish  army,  and  promise  to  remain  neuter  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war*  •  Naples  was  immediately  filled 
with  consternation ;  the  king  subscribed  to  these  conditions  ; 
and  the  English  squadron  rejoined  the  admiral  on  the  road 
of  Hieres,  which   he   had  chosen  for  his  winter  station* 
Before  this  period  he  had  landed  some  men  at  St*  Remo, 
in  the  territories  of  Genoa,  and  destroyed  the  magazines 
that  were  erected   for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  army*     He 
had  likewise  ordered  two  of  his  cruizers  to  attack  a  Spanish 
ship  of  the  line,  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Ajaccio, 
in  t\vt  island  of  Corsica :  but  the  Spanish  captain  sent  his 
men  on  shore,  and  blew  up  his  ship,  rather  than  she  should 
fall  into  the  &ands  of  the  English.   ^ 

$.  XXXI 1 1«  In  the  course  of  this  year  admiral  Vemo» 
and  general  Wentworth  made  another  effort  in  the  West 
Indies*  They  had  in  January  received  a  reinforcement 
from  England,  and  planned  a  new  expedition,  in  concert 
with  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  who  accompanied  them  in 
their  voyage»  Their  design  was  to  disembark  the  troops 
at  Porto  Bello,  and  march  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  to 
attack  the  rich  town  of  Panama*  l^ey  sailed  from  Jamaica 
on   the  ninth  day  of  March,  and  on  •  the   twenty-eighth 
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arrived  at  Porto  Bello.    There  they  held  a  dMincil  of  war^ 
in  which  it  was  resolved,  that  as  the  troops  were  sickly,  the 
rainy  season  begun,  and  several  transports  not  yet  arrived, 
the   intended  expedition  was   become   impracticable.      In 
pursuance  of  this  determination  the  armament  immediately 
returned  to  Jamaica,  exhibiting  a  ridiculous* spectacle  of 
folly  and  irresolution.^  ^In  Aug:u8t  a  ship  of  war  was  sent 
from  thence,  with  about  three  hundred  soldiers,  to  the  small 
island  Rattan,  in  the  bay  of  Honduras,  of  which  they  took 
possession.     In  September,  Vernon   and  Wentworth  re- 
ceived  orders  to  return  to  England  with  such  troops  as 
remained  alive :  these  did  not  amount  to  a  tenth  part  of  the 
number  which  had  been  sent  abroad  in  that  inglorious  ser- 
vice*    The   inferior  officers  fell  ignobly  by  sickness  and 
despair,  without  an  opportunityof  signalizing  their  courage, 
and  the  commanders  lived  to  feel  <he  scorn  and  reproach  of 
their  countrj^     In  the  month  of  June  the  new  colony  of 
Georgia  was  invaded  by  an  armament  from  St.  Augustine, 
commanded  by  Don  Marinel  de  Monteano,  governor  of  that 
fortress.     It  consisted  of  six-and-thirty  ships,  front  which 
four  thousand  men  were  landed  at  St.  Simons ;  and  began 
their  march  for  Frederica.     General  Oglethorpe,  with  a 
handful  of  men,  took  such  wise  precautions  for  opposing 
their  progress,  and  harassed  them  in  their  march  with  such 
activity  and  resolution,  that  after  two  of  their  detachments 
had  been  defeated,  they  retired  to  their  ships,   and   totally 
abandoned  the  enterprise. 

§  XXXIV.  In  England  the  merchants  still  complained 
that  their  commerce  was  not  properly  protected,  and  the 
people  clamoured  against  the  conduct  of  the  war*  They 
said,  their  burdens  were  increased  to  maintain  quarrels 
with  which  they  had  no  concern :  to  defray  the  enormous  * 
expense  of  inactive  fleets  and  pacific  armies.  Lord  ]Cr  had^' 
by  this  time  insinuated  himself  into  the  confidence  of  his 
sovereign,  and  engrossed  the  whole   direction  of  pubUc 

e  lu  May»  two  Englith  frigittes,  commanded  by  captain  Smith  and  eaptaii 
Stuart,  fell  in  with  three  Spanish  ships  of  war,  near  the  island  of  St.  ChriKopher*- 
They  forthwith  engaged,  and  the  action  continued  till  w^U  by  the  frvourof 
which  the  enemy  retired  to  Porto  liico  in  a  shattered  condition. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  Tilbury  ship  of  war,  of  sixty  guns,  jFti 
aocidentally  net  ou  fire,  and  destroyed,  oflf  tbe  island  of  Uiapaniola,  on  wUekr 
occasion  one  hundred  and  twenty -seven  men  perislied  ;  the  rest  were  saved  hf 
oupfiun  Hoare,  of  the  l>efiaiice,  who  happeoad  to  be  on  the  aame  eruise. 
.  . »  '  » 
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affairs.    The  war  with  Spun  was  now  become  a  secondary 
consideration^  and  neglected  accordingly^  while  the  chief 
attention  of  the  new  minister  was  turned  upon  the  affairs  of 
the  continent.     The  dispute  yirith  Spain  concerned  Britain 
only.     The  interests  of  Hanover  were  connf^cted  with  the 
troubles  of  the  empire.    By  pursuing  this  object  he  soothed 
the  wishes  of  his  master,  and  opened  a  more  ample  field 
for  his  own  ambition.     He  had  studied  the  policy  of  the 
continent  with  peculiar  eagerness.     This  was  the  favourite 
subject  of  his  reflection,  upon  which  he  thought  and  spoke 
with  a  degree  of  enthusiasm.     The  intolerable  taxes,  the 
poverty,  the  ruined  commerce  of  his  country,  the  iniquity 
of  standing  armies,  votes  of  credit,  and  foreign  connexions, 
upon  which  he  had  so  often  expatiated,  were  now  forgotten, 
or  overlooked*     He  saw  nothing  but  glory,  conquest,  or 
acquired  dominion.     He  set  the  power  of  France  at  defi- 
ance ;  and  ^s  if  Great  Britain  had  felt  no  distress,  but 
teemed  with  treasure  which  she  could  not  otherwise  employ, 
he  poured  forth  her  millions  with  a  rash  and  desperate 
hand,  in  purchasing  beggarly  allies,  and  maintaining  mer- 
cenary armies.     The  earl  of  Stair  had  arrived  in  England 
towanls  the  end  of  August,  and  conferred  with  his  majesty. 
A  privy  council  was  summoned  i  and  in  a  few  days  that 
nobleman  returned  to  Holland.     Lord  Carteret  was  sent 
with  a  commission  to  the  Hague  id  September ;  and  when 
he  returned,  the  baggage  of  the   king  and  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  which  had  been  shipped  for  Flanders,  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  on  shore.     The  parliament  met  on 
the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  when  his  majesty  told 
them,  that  he  had  augmented  the  British  forces  in  the  Low 
Countries  with  sixteen  thousand  Hanoverians  and  the  Hes- 
sian auxiliaries,  in  order  to  form  such  a  force,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Austrian  troops,  as  might  be  of  service  to  the 
common  cause  at  all  events.    He  extolled  the  magnanimity 
and  fortitude  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  as  well  as  the 
resolute  conduct  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  that  prince's 
strict  adherence  to  his  engagements,  though  attacked  in  his 
own  dominions.     He  mentioned  the  requisition  made  by 
Sweden,  of  his  good  offices  for  procuring  a  peace  between 
that  nation  and  Russia ;  the  defensive  alliances  which  he 
had  concluded  with  the  czarina,  and- with  the  king. of 
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Prussia ;  as  events  which  tould  not  have  been  ekped^,  if 
Great  Britain  hs^d  not  'knanifested  a  seasonable  spirit  and 
Vigourt  in  defence  and  assistance  of  her  ancient  allies,  and 
in   maintaining  the  liberties  of  Europe,      He   said,   the 
honour  and  interest  of  his  crown  and  kingdoms,  the  success 
of  the  war  with  Spain,  the  reestiiblishment  of  the  trance 
and  tranquillity  of  Europe  would  greatly  depend  on  the 
prudence  and  vigour  of  their  resolutions.     The  marquis  of 
Tweedale  moved  for  an  address'  of  thanks,  which  was 
opposed  by  the  earKof  Chesterfield,  for  the  reasons  so  ofteA 
urged  on  the  same  occasion;  but  supported  by  lord  C.  on 
his  new  adopted  maxims,  with  those  specious  arguments 
which    he   could    at  all   times   produce,    delivered  with 
amazing  serenity  and  assurance.     The  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  address  presented  to  his  majesty.     About^this 
period  a  treaty  of  mutu?d  defence  and  guarantee  betweea 
his  majesty  and  the  king  of  Prussia  was  signed  at  West- 
minster.    In  the  house  of  commons  Mr.  Ly^leton  made  a 
motion  for  reviving  the  place  bill ;  but  it  was  opposed  by  a 
great  number  of  members  who  had  formerly  been  strenuous 
advocates  for  this  measure,  and  rejected  upon  a  divisioD. 
This  ^s  also  the   fate  of  a  motion   made  to  renew  the 
inquiry  into  the   conduct  of  Robert  earl  of  Orford.     As 
many  strong  presumptions  of  guilt  had  appeared  against  him 
in   the  reports  of  the   secret  committee,   the   nation  had 
reason  to  expect  that  this  proposal  would  have  been  embra- 
ced by  a  great  majority :   but  several  members,  who  in  the 
preceding  session  had  been  loud  in  their  demands  of  justice, 
now  shamefully  contributed   their  talents   and   interest  in 
stifling  the  inquiry. 

$  XXXV.  When  the  house  of  lords  took  into  conside- 
ration the  several  estimates  of  the  expense  occasioned  by 
the  forces  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  earl  Stanhope,  at 
the  close  of  an  elegant  speech,  moved  for  an  address,  to 
beseech  and  advise  his  majesty,  that  in  compassion  to  his 
people,  loaded  already  with  such  numerous  and  bea\7 
taxes,  such  large  and  growing  debts,  and  greater  annual 
expenses  than  the  nation  at  any  time  before  had  ever  sus- 
tained, he  would  exonerate  his  subjects  of  the  charge  and 
burden  of  those  mercenaries  who  were  taken  into  the  ser- 
vice last  year,  without  tlic  advice  or  consent  of  parliament. 
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Xhe  motion  was  supported  bj  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  wiia 
took  occasioQ  to  speak  with  great  contempt  of  Hanover, 
and,  in  mentioning  the  royal  family,  seemed  to  forget  that 
decorum  which  the  subject  required*     He  had,   indeed, 
reason  to  talk  with  asperity  on  the  contract  by  which  the 
Hanoverians  had  been  taken  into  the  pay  of  Great  Britain. 
Levy  money  was  charged  to  the  account,  though  they  were 
engaged  for,  one  year  only,  and  though  not  a  single  regi- 
ment had  been  raised  on  this  occasion :  they  had  been  levied 
for  the  security  of  the  electorate ;  and  would  have  been 
maintained  if  England  had  never  engaged  in  the  affairs  of 
the  continent.     The  duke  of  Bedford  enlarged  upon  the 
same  subject*     He  said  it  had  been  suspected,  nor  was  the 
suspicion  without  foundation,   that  the  measures  of  the 
English  ministry  had  long  been  regulated  by  the  interest  o^ 
his  majesty's  electoral  territories :  that  these  had  been  long 
considered  as  a  gulf  into  which  the  treasures  of  Great 
Britain  had  been  thrown :  that  the  state  of  Hanover  had 
been  changed,  without  any  visible  cause,  since  the  acces* 
sion  of  its  princes  to  the  throne  of  England  :  affltience  had 
begun  to  wanton  in  their  towns,  and  gold  to  glitter  in  their 
cottages,  without  the  discovery  of  mines,  or  the  increase  of 
their  commerce ;  and  new  dominions  had  been  puroiased, 
of  which  the  value  was  never  paid  from  the  revenues  of 
Hanover*    The  motion  was  hunted  down  by  the  new  minis- 
ter, the  patriot  lord  Bathurst,  and  the  earl  of  Bath,  which 
last  nobleman  declared,  that  he  considered  it  as  an  act  of 
cowardice  and  meanness,  to  fall  passively  down  the  stream 
of  popularity,  to  suffer  his  reason  and  integrity  to  be  over- 
borne by  the  noise  of  vulgar  clamours,  which  had  been 
raised  against  the  measures  of  government  by  the  low  arts 
of  exaggeration,  fallacious  reasonings,  and  partial  representa- 
tions*    Thi9  is  the  very  language  which  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  had  often  used  against  Mr*  Pulteney  and  his  confede- 
rates in  the  house  of  commons.     The  associates  of  the  new 
secretary  pleaded  the  cause  of  Hanover,  and  insisted  upon 
the  necessity  of  a  land  war  against  France,  witli  all  the 
vehemence    of    declamation*       Their    suggestions    were 
answered ;  their  conduct  was  severely  stigmatized  by  the 
earl  of  Chesterfield,  who  observed,  that  the  assembling  an 
army  in  Flanders,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  states 
'  Vol.  II.  R  r  r 
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gcnerat,  «r  any  other  piDirer  m  gaged  by  traaly,  «r  bomd  bjr 
interest,  to  support  the  queen  of  Hungaiyy  was  a  raah  and 
fidiculoua  measure :  the  taking  sixteen  Aouaand  Hanove- 
rians into  British  pay,  without  consulting  the  pariiaoicnl^ 
seemed  highly  derogatory  to  the  rights  and  dimity  of  the 
great  counsel  of  the  nation,  and  a  very  dangerous  pvnce* 
dent  to  future  times :  that  these  troops  could  not  be 
employed  against  the  emperor,  whom  diey  had  already 
recognized :  that  the  arms  and  wealth  of  Britain  sdone 
were  altogether  insufficient  to  raise  the  house  of  Austria  to 
Its  former  strength,  dominion,  and  influence  i  tliat  the 
assemUifig  an  army  in  Flanders  would  engage  the  nation 
as  principals  in  an  expensive  and  ruinous  war,  with  a  power 
which  it  ought  not  to  provoke,  and  could  not  pretend  to  with* 
stand  in  that  manner :  that  while  Great  Britain  exhausted 
herself  almost  to  ruin,  in  pursuance  of  schemes  founded  on 
engQgements  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  electorate  of 
Hanover,  though  under  the  same  engagements,  and  governed 
by  the  same  prince,  did  not  appear  to  contribute  any  thing 
as  an  ally  to'  her  assistance,  but  was  paid  by  Great  Britain 
for  all  the  forces  it  had  sent  into  the  field,  at  a  very  exor* 
Vitant  price;  that  nothing  could  be  more  absurd  and 
iniquitous  than  to  hire  these  mercenaries,  while  a  numeroos 
aritiy  Iny  inactive  at  home,  and  the  nation  groaned  under 
such  intolerable  burdens*  "  It  may  be  proper  (added  he) 
*^  to  repeat  what  may  be  forgotten  in  the  multitude  of  other 
^  objects,  that  this  nation,  after  having  exalted  the  elector 
^^  of  Hanover  from  a  stat^  of  obscurity,  to  die  crdwn,  is 
^  condemned  to  hire  the  troops  of  that  electorate  to'  fight 
^^  their  own  cause :  to  hire  them  at  a  rate  which  was  never 
**  demanded  before ;  and  to  pay  levy  money  for  them, 
^*  though  it  is  known  to  all  Europe  that  they  were  not 
^^  raised  for  this  occasion."  All  the  partisans  of  the  old 
ministry  joined  in  the  opposition  to  earl  Stanhope's  motion, 
which  was  rejected  by  the  majority*  Then  the  earl  of 
Scarborough  moved  for  an  address,  to  approve  of  the  mea* 
sures  which  had  been  taken  on  the  continent ;  and  this  was 
likewise  carried  by  dint  of  numbers.  It  was  not,  however, 
a  very  eligible  victory  s  what  they  gained  in  pariiameat 
they  lost  with  the  people.     The  new  ministers  became  more 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


174a.  iiwww «.  4M 

odtOQt  thn  tfictr  predecesftoft  i  aad  peojple  began  to  tluftk 
public  virtue  was  an  eanpty  name. 

§  XXXVI*  But  th^  Boost  severe  opposiiion  they  undfcr^ 
went  was  in  their  endeavours  to  support  a'  bill  which  the^ 
had  concerted,  and  which  had  passed  through  the  house  oif 
commons  widi  great  precipitation :  it  repealed  certain  duties 
on  spirituous  liquors  and  licenses  ibr  retailing  the  liquors  $ 
and  imposed  others  at  an  easy*  rate.  When  those  severe 
dnties,  amounting  almost  to  a  prohibition,  were  imposed, 
the  poptdace  of  London  were  sunk  into  the  most  brutal 
de;;eneracy,  by  drinking  to  excess  the  pernicious  spirit  called 
Oitt,  which  was  sold  so  cheap  that  the  lowest  class  of  the« 
people  coidd  afford  to  indulge  themselves  in  one  continued 
«tate  of  intoxication,  to  the  destruction  of  all  morals,  indus- 
try, and  order.  Such  a  shameful  degree  of  profligacy  pre- 
-vailed,  that  the  retailers  of  this  poisonous  compound  set  up 
painted  boards  in  public,  inviting  people  to  be  drunk  for  the 
amall  expense  of  one  penny ;  assuring  them  they  might  bb 
dead  drunk  for  two*pence,  and  have  straw  for  nothing. 
Tfaey  accordingly  provided  cellars  and  places  strewed  il^idi 
straw,  to  which  they  conveyed  those  wretches  who  wei% 
overwhelmed  i^ith  intoxication.  In  these  dismal  caverob 
they  lay  until  they  had  recovered  some  use  of  their  facut* 
ties,  and  then  they  had  recourse  to  the  same  mischievous 
potion;  thus  consuming  their  healthy  and  ruiiiing  their 
families,  in  hideous  receptacles  -  of  the  most  fit^y  vice, 
resounding  with  riot,  execration,  and  blasphemy.  Such 
beastly  practices  too  plainly  denoted  a  total  want  of  all 
pdiicy  and  civil  regulation,  and  would  have  reflected  dis- 
grace npon  the  most  barbarous  community.  In  otxler  to 
restnun  this  evil,  which  was  become  intolerable,  the  legis* 
iatute  enacted  that  lat^  which  we  have  already  mentioned. 
But  the  pq[ndace  soon  broke  through  all  restraint.  Though 
no  license  was  obtained^,  and  no  duty  paid,  the  liquor  con- 
tinued to  be  sold  in  all  comers  of  the  streets :  informers 
were  intimidated  by  the  threats  of  the  people:  and  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  either  from  indolence  or  corruption, 
neglected  to  put  the  law  in  execUticMl.  The  new  ministers 
foresaw  that  a  great  revenue  would  accrue  to  the  crown 
from  a  repeal  of  this  act ;  and  this  measure  they  thought 
they  might  the  more  decently  take,  as  the  iatir  had  proved 
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ineffectual :  but  it  a|ipe«red  that  the  ccmsumption  of  gin  had 
considerably  increased  every  year  smce  those  heavy  duties 
were  imposed*     They,  therefore,  pretended,  that   should 
the  price  of  the  liquoi*  be  moderately  raised,  and  licenaes 
granted  at  twenty  shillings  each  to  the  retailers,  the  lowest 
class  of  people  would  be  debarred  the  use  of  it  to  excess ; 
their  morals  would  of  consequence  be  mended ;  and  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  might  be  raised  for  the  support  of 
the  war,  by  mortgaging  the  revenue  arising  from  the  duty 
and  the  licenses.     Upon  these  maxims  the  new  bill  was 
founded,  and  passed  through  the  lower  bouse  without  oppo- 
sition :  but  among  the  peers  it  produced  the  most  obstinate 
dispute  which  had  hap[>enpd  since  the  beginning  of  this 
parliament.     The  first  assault  it  sustained  was  fron^  lord 
Hervey,  who  had  been  divested  of  his  post  of  privy  seal, 
which  was  bestowed  on  lord  Gower;  and  these  two  noble- 
n\en  exchanged  principles  from  that  instant.     The  first  was 
hardened  into  a  sturdy  patriot ;  the  other  suppled  into  an 
obsequious  courtier.     Lord  Hervey  on  this  occasion  made 
a  Borid   harrangue    upon   the   pernicious    effects  of  that 
destructive  spirit  they  were  about  to  let  loose  upon  their 
fellow  creatures.     Several  prelates  expatiated  on  the  same 
topics :  but  the  earl  of  Chesterfield  attacked  the  bill  with 
the  united  powers  of  reason,  wit,  and  ridicule.     Lord  Car- 
teret^  lord  Bathurst,  and  the  earl  of  Bathy  were  numbered 
among  its  advocates ;  and  shrewd  arguments  were   advan- 
ced on  .both  sides  of  the  question.     After  vtry  long,  warn, 
and  repeated  debates,  the  bill  passed  without  amendments^ 
though  the  whole  bench  of  bishops  voted  against  it;  and 
we  cannot  help  owning,  that  it  has  not  been  attended  with 
those  dismal  consequences  which  the  lords  in  the  opposition 
.foretold.     When  the  question  was  put  for  committuig  this 
.bill,  and  the  earl  of  Chesterfield  saw  the  bishops  join  in  his 
division,  ^^  I  am  in  doubt  (said  he)  whether  I  have  not  got 
^*  on  the  other  side  of  the  question :  for  I  have  not  bad  the 
'  ^^  honour  to  divide  with  ao  many  lawn-  sleeves  for  seveial 
♦'  years." 

$  XXXVII.  By  the  report  of  the  secret  condmittee  it 
appeared  that  the  then  minister  hftd  commenced  prosecu- 
tions against  the  mayors  of  boroughs  who  opposed  his 
influence  in  the  elections,  of  members  of  parliament.  These 
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prosecutions  were  found  on  ambiguities  in  charters,  or  tri- 
vial informalities. in  the  choice  of  magistrates.  An  appeal 
on  such  a  process  was  brought  into  the  house  of  lords ; 
and  this  evil  falling  under  consideration,  a  bill  was  pre- 
pared for*  securing  the  independency  of  corporations :  but 
as  it  tended  to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  ministry,  they 
argued  against  it  with  their ,  usual  eagerness  and  success ; 
and  it  was  rejected  on  a  division*  The  mutiny  bill  and 
several  others  passed  through  both  houses.  The  commons 
granted  supplies  to  the  amount  of  six  millions,  raised,  by 
ihfi  land  tax,  the  malt  tax,  duties  on  spirituous  liquors, 
and  licenses,  and  a  loan  from  the  sinking  fund*  In  two 
years  the  national  debt  had  suffered  an  increase  of  two 
millions  four  hundred  thousand  pounds.  On  the  twent}'- 
first  day  of  April  the  session  was  closed  in  the  usual  man- 
ner.* The  king  in  his  speech  to  both  houses,  told  them 
that,  at  the  requisition  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  he  had 
ordered  his  army,  in  conjunction  with  the  Austrians,  to 
pass  the  Rhine  for  her  support  and  assistance :  that  he  con- 
tinued one  squadron  of  ships  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
another  in  the  West  Indies.  He  thanked  the  commons  for 
the  ample  supplies  they  had  granted ;  and  declared  it  was 
the  fixed  purpose  of  his  heart  to  promote  the  true  interest 
and  happiness  of  his  kingdoms.  Immediately  after  the 
prorogation  of  parliament  he  embarked  for  Germany, 
accompanied  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  lord  Carteret, 
and  other  persons  of  distinction. 

$  XXXVIII.  At  this  period  the  queen  of  Hungary 
seemed  to  triumph  over  all  her  enemies.  The  French 
were  driven  out  of  Bohemia. and  part  of  the  Upper  Pala- 
tinate; and  their  forces  under  mareschal  Broglio  were 
posted  on  the  Danube.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  at  the 
head  of  the  Austrian  army,  entered  Bavaria ;  and  in  April 
obtained  a  victory  over  a  body  of  Bavarians  at  Braunau : 
at  the  same  time,  three  bodies  of  Croatians  penetrating 
through  the  passes  of  the  T3a'oleze,  ravaged  the  ^hole 
country  to  the  v^^ry  gates  of  Munich.  The  emperor  pressed 
the  French  general  to  hazard  a  battle ;  but  he  refused  to 
run  the  risk,  though  he  had  received  a  strong  reinforc^ement 
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from  Fnmce*  His  Imperial  migetty^  thinkisg 
unsafe  in  Munich,  retired  to  Augabourgh:  maresdud 
Seckendorf  retreated  with  the  BaVarbm  troops  to  I»gold«^ 
sudt,  where  he  was  afterwards  joined  by  mareschal  Brog- 
lio,  whose  troops  had  in  this  retreat  been  pursaed  and 
terribly  harassed  by  the  -Austrian  cavalry  and  hussafs» 
Prince  Charles  had  opened  a  free  communication  with 
Alunicb,  which  now  for  the  third  time  fell  into  die  hands 
of  the  queen  of  Hungary.  Her  arms  likewise  reduced 
Friedberg  and  Landsperg,  while  printe  Charles  continued 
to  pursue  the  French  to  Donawert,  where  they  were  joined 
by  twelve  thousand  men  from  the  Rhine.  Broglio  stiil 
avoided  an  engagement,  and  retreated  before  the  enemy  to 
Haiibron.  The  emperor  being  thus  abandoned  by  his  allies, 
and  stripped  of  all  his  dominions,  repaired  to  Pranckfort, 
where  he  lived  in  indigence  and  obscurity.  He  now  made 
advances  towards  an  accommodation  with  the  queen  of 
Hungary.  His  general,  Seckendorf,  had  an  interview  with 
count  KhevenhuUer  at  the  convent  of  Lowersconfield, 
where  a  convention  was  signed.  This  treaty  imported, 
that  the  emperor  should  remain  neuter  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  war ;  and,  that  his  troops  should  be 
quartered  in  Franconia :  that  the  queen  of  Hungary  should 
keep  possession  of  Bavaria  till  the  peace:  that  Braunaa 
and  Scarding  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  Austrians : 
that  the  French  garrison  of  Ingoldstadt  should  be  permit- 
ted to  withdraw,  and  be  replaced  by  Bavarians;  but  thil 
the  Austrian  generals  should  be  put  in  possession  of  all 
the  artillery,  magazines,  and  warlike  stores  belonging  to 
the  French,  which  should  be  found  in  the  place.  The 
govemora  of  Egra  and  Ingoldstadt  refusing  to  acquiesce 
in  the  capitulation,  the  Austrians  had  recourse  to  the  ope- 
rations of  war;  and  both  places  were  reduced.  In  Ingold- 
stadt they  found  all  the  emperor's  domestic  treasure,  jewels, 
plate,  pictures,  cabinets,  and  curiosities,  with  the  archives 
of  the  house  of  Bavaria,  the  most  valuable  effects  belong- 
ing to  the  nobility  of  that  electorate,  a  prodigious  train  of 
artillery,  and  a  vaist  quantity  of  provisions^  arms,  uid 
ammunition. 

$  XXXIX.   The  French  king,  baffled  in  all  the  efforts 
he  had  hitherto  made  for  the  support  of  the  emperar, 
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ordered  Ms  minUter  at  Franckfort  to  deliver  a  declaratioa 
te  the  diet^  professing  himself  extremely  well  pleased  to  hear 
they  intended  to  interpose  their  mediation  for  terminating 
the  war.  He  said,  he  was  no  less  satisfied  with  the  treaty 
of  neutrality  which  the  emperor  had  ooncluded  with  the 
qufeen  of  Hungary ;  an  event  of  which  he  was  no  sooner 
informed,  than  he  had  ordered  his  troops  to  retur«x  to  the 
frontier^  of  his  dominions,  that  the  Germanic  body  might 
be  convinced  of  his  equity  and  moderation.  To  thi^  decla- 
ration die  queen  of  Hungary  answii^red  in  a  rescript,  that  the 
design  of  Prance  was  to  embarrass  her  affairs,  and  deprive 
her  of  the  assistance  of  her  allies :  that  the  elector  of  Bava- 
ria could  not  be  considered  as  a  neutral  party  in  his  own 
cause :  that  the  mediation  of  the  empire  could  only  produce 
a  peace  either  with  or  without  the  concurrence  of  France : 
that  in  the  former  case  no  solid  peace  could  be  expected'; 
in  the  latter,  it  was  easy  to  forsee,  that  France  would  pay 
no  regard  to  a  peace  in  which  she  should  have  no  concern. 
She  affirmed,  that  the  aim  of  the  French  king  was  solely  to 
gain  time  to  repair  his  losses,  that  he  might  afterwards 
revive  the  troubles  of  the  empire.  The  elector  of  Mentz, 
who  had  favoured  the  emperor,  was  now  dead,  and  his  suc- 
cessor inclined  to  the  Austrian  interest.  He  allowed  this 
rescript  to  be  entered  in  the  journal  df  the  diet,  together 
with  the  protests  which  had  been  made  when  the  vote  of 
BoheVnia  was  suppressed  in  the  late  election.  The  empe- 
ror complained  in  a  circular  letter  of  this  transaction,  as  a 
stroke  levelled  at  his  Imperial  dignity :  and  it  gave  rise  to 
a  warm  dispute  among  the  members  of  the  Germanic  body* 
Several  princes  resented  the  haughty  conduct,  and  began  to 
be  alarmed  at  the  success  of  the  house  of  Austria ;  while 
others  pitied  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  emperor.  The 
kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Prussia,  as  electors  of  Hanover 
and  Brandenburgh,  espoused  opposite  sides  in  this  contest. 
His  Prussian  majesty  protested  against  the  investiture  of  the 
dutchy  of  Saxe  Lawenhurgh,  claimed  by  the  king  of  Great 
Britain :  he  had  an  interview  with  gent-ral  Seckeudorf  at 
Anspach;  and  was  said  to  have  privately  vi&ited  the  empe- 
ror at  Franckfort. 

$  XL«  The  troops  which  the  king  of  Great  Britain  had 
assembled  in  the  Netherlands,  began  their  march  for  the 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


^04  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND.  1743. 

Rhine  in  the  latter  end  of  Februarys  and  in  May  diey 
encamped  near  Hoech  on  the  river  Mayne,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  earl  of  Stair.  This  nobleman  sent  major 
general  Bland  to  Franckfort,  with  a  compliment' to  the 
emperor,  assuring  him,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  that  the  respect  owing  to  his  dignity  should  hot  be 
violated^  nor  the  place  of  his  resid»:nce  disturbed.  Not- 
withstanding this  assurance,  the  emperor  retired  to  Munich, 
though  he  was  afterwards  compelled  to  return,  by  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Austrians  in  Bavaria.  The  French  king,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  British  forces  with 
prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  ordered  the  mareschal  dc 
Noailles  to  assemble  sixty  thousand  men  upon  the  Mayne  ? 
while  Coigny  was  sent  into  Alsace  with  a  numerous  army, 
to  defend  that  province,  and  oppose  prince- Charles,  should 
he  attempt  to  pass  the  Rhine.  The  mareschal  de  Noailles, 
having  secured  the  towns  of  Spire,  Worms,  and  Oppenheim, 
passed  the  Rhine  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  posted 
himself  on  the  east  .side  of  that  river,  above  Franckfort. 
The  earl  of  Stair  advanced  towards  him,  and  encamped 
at  KiUenbach,  between  the  river  Mayne  and  the  forest 
of  D'Armstadt :  from  this  situation  he  made  a  motion 
to  AschafFen])urgh,  with  a  view  to  secure  the  navigation 
of  the  Upper  Mayne  ;  but  he  was  anticipated  by  the 
enemy,  who  lay  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  had 
taken  possession  of  the  posts  above,  so  as  to  inter- 
cept all  supplies.  They  were  posted  on  the  other  side 
of  the  r'ver,  opposite  to  the  allies,  whose  camp  they 
overlooked ;  and  they  found  means  by  their  parties  and 
other  precautions,  to  cut  off  the  communication  by  water 
between  Franckfort  and  the  confederates.  The  duke  of 
Cuniherland  had  already  come  to  make  his  first  campaign, 
and  his  majc  sty  arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  ninth  day  of 
June.  He  found  bis  army,  amounting  to  above  forty  thou- 
sand men,  in  danger  of  starving;  he  received  intelligencet 
that  a  reinforcement  of  twelve  thousand  Hanoverians  and 
Hessians  had  reached  Hanau :  and  he  resolved,  to  march 
thither,  both  with  a  view  to  effect  a  junction,  and  to  pro- 
cure provision  for  his  forces.  With  this  view  he  decamped 
on  the  twentieth-sixth  day  of  June.  He  had  no  sooner 
quitted  Aschaffenburgh,  than  it  was  s(MZcd  by  the  French 
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general :  he  had  not  marched  ibovt  three  leagaei»  wKen  h# 
pierceived  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  thirty  thouaand,  had 
passed  the  river  farther  down,  at  Selingenstadt,  and  were 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  at  the  village  of  Dettingen,  to 
dispute  his  passage.     Thus  he  found  himsdf  cooped  up  in 
a   very  dangerous  situation.     The  enemy  had  possessed 
tlyemselves  of  Aschaffenburgh  behind,  so  as  to  prevent  his 
retreat :  his  troops  were  confined  in  a  narrow  plain,  bound<« 
ed  by  hills  and  woods  on  the  right,  flanked  on  the  left  by  the 
river  Mayne,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which  the  French  had 
erected  batteries  that  annoyed  the  allies  on  their  march :  v\ 
the  front  a  considerable  part  of  the  French  army  was  drawa 
up,  with  a  narrow  pass  before  them,  the  village  of  Dettin-^ 
gen  on  their  right,  a  wood  on  their  left,  and  a  morass  in 
the  center.     Thus  environed,  the  confederates  must  either^ 
have  fought  at  a  very  great  disadvantage,  or  surrenderedr 
themselves  prisoners  of  war,  had  not  the  duke  de  Gramont, 
who  commanded  the  enemy,  been  instigated  by  the  spirit  oi 
madness  to  forego  these  advantages.    He  passed  the  defile, 
and  advancing  towards  the  allies,  a  battle  ensued.     The 
French  horse  charged  with  great  impetuosity,  and  some 
regiments  of  British  cavalry  were  put  in  disorder :  but  the 
infantry  of  the  allies  behaved  wiih  such  intrepidity  and 
deliberation,  under  the  eye   of  their  sovereign,  as  soon 
determined  the  fate  of  the  day :  the  French  were  obligod 
to  give  way,  and  repass  the  Mayne  with  great  preciptta-" 
tion^  having  lost  above  five  thousand  men  killed,  wounnded, 
or  taken.     Had  they  been  properly  pursued  before  they 
recollected  themselves  from   their  first  confusion,  in  all 
probability  they  would  have  sustained  a  total  overthrow* 
The  earl  of  Stair  proposed  that  a  body  of  cavalry  should 
be  detached  on  this  service ;  but  his  advice  was  overruled* 
The  loss  of  the  allies  in  this  action  amounted  to  two  thou- 
sand  men.     The  generals  Clayton  and  Monroy  were  kill- 
ed: the  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  exhibited  uncommon 
proofs  of  courage,  was  shot  through  the  calf  of  the  leg : 
the  earl  of  Albennurle,  general  Huske,  and  several  other 
officers  of  distinction,  were  wounded.     The  king  exposed 
his  persor  to  a  severe  fire  of  cannon  as  well  as  musketry : 
he  rode  between  the  first  and  second  lines  with  his  sword 
drawn,  and  encouraged  the  troops  to  fight  for  the  honour 
Vol.  II.  S  s  s 
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ef  Eogland*  lo^mediately  tfUr-tbe  aotba  he  tontiaaed  hi* 
march  to  Uaoau,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  r^ioforcement. 
The  earl  of  Stair  sent  a  trumpet  to  mareschaL  de  NoaiUes, 
tecprnmending  to  his  protection  the  sick  and  wounded  that 
were  left  on  the  field  of  battle.;  and  Jthese  the  French  gene- 
tal  treated  with  great  care  and  tenderness^  Such  gene- 
foait>'  softens  the  rigours  of  war^  add  does  honoor  (0 
^humanity* 

$  XLL  The  two  armies  continued  on  different  sides  of 
the  river,  till  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  when  the  French 
general  receiving  intelligence  that  prince  Charles  of  Lor* 
none  had  approached  the  Neckar,  he  suddenly  recircdt  and 
tepaased  the  Rhine  between  Worms  and  Oppfinheiiiu  The 
king  of  Great  Britain  was  visited  by  prince  Charlea  and 
.  eount  KbevenhuUer  at  Hanau^  where  the  future  operations 
4f  the  campaign,  were  regulate^*  On-tlie  cwenty-sevextth 
day  of  August,  the  allied  army  passed  the  Rhine  at  Mentz, 
and  the  king  fixed  his  head  quarters  in*  the  episcopal  palace 
9i  Worms*  Here  the  forces  lay  encamped  till  the  latter 
end-  of  September,  when  they  advanced  to  Spire,  where 
they  were  joined  by  twenty  thousand  Dutch  auxiliaries 
ftatpck  the  Netherbnds*  Mar^schal  Nomlles  having  retreat* 
cd  into  Upper  Alsace,  the  allies  took  possession  of  Ger- 
mersheim,  and  demolished  the  intrendiments  which  the 
inemy  had  raised  on  the  Queich ;  then  they  returned 
to  Mentsc^  and  in  October  were  distributed  into  winter 
quarten,  after  an  inactive  campaign  that  redounded  yay 
Utde  to  the  honour  of  those  by  whom  the  motions  «f 
the  army  were  conducted.  In  September  a  trea^  had 
been  concluded  at  Worms  between  his  Britannic  ma* 
jesty,  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  the  queen  of  Hungary. 
She  engaged  to  maintain  thirty  thousand  men  in  Italy: 
the  king  of  Sardinia  obliged  himself  to  employ  for^  tfaoit- 
sand  infantry  and  five  thousand  hone,  in  consideration 
of  his  commanding  the  coipbined  army,  and  receiviag  an 
annual  subsidy  of  two  haadred  thousand  pounds  from 
Great  Britain*  As  a  furthsr  gratification,  the  queen 
yielded  %q  kim  the  cicv  of  Placentiai,  with  several  dis- 
tricts in  the  dutchy  of  Favi,  and  in  the  Novavese;  and  all 
her  right  and  pretenstont  to  F'mal^  9i  present  possessed  by 
^  refrvddic  <|£  Gei(ioay  which  they  hoped.  wnid4  giye  it  up, 
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on  being  repaid  the  purchase  noney,  amoimlaiig  to  thiM 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  This  sum  the  king  of  Rng* 
land  promised  to  disburse;  and  moreorer  to  maintain  a 
strong  squadron  in  the  MediterraneaD,  the  commander  of 
which  should  act  in  concert  with  his  Sardinian  Rtajestjr« 
Finally,  the  contracting  powers  agreed,  that  Final  should 
bt  constituted  a  free  port,  like  that  of  Leghorn.  Nothing 
tould  be  more  unjust  than  this  treaty,  by  which  the  Geiioes4 
were  negotiated  out  of  their  property.  They  had  purchased 
the  marquisate  of  Pinal  of  the  late  emperor  for  a  viduablt 
consideration,  and  the  purchase  had  been  guaranteed  bf 
Great  Britain.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  expected  that 
they  would  part  with  this  acquisition  to  a  prince  whoaa 
power  they  diought  already  too  formidable ;  especially,  on 
condition  of  its  being  made  a  free  port,  to  the  prejudice 
of  their  own  commerce.  They  presented  remonstrancea 
•gainst  this  article,  by  their  ministers  at  the  courts  of  Lon* 
don,  Vienna,  and  Turin;  and,  as  very  litde  regard  was 
paid  to  their  representations,  they  threw  themselves  inll^ 
the  arms  of  Prance  and  Spain  for  protecdon. 

$  XLII.  After  the  battle  of  Dettin^^ti,  colonel  Ment« 
ssel,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  irregulars  belonging  tQ 
the  queen  of  Hungary,  made  an  irruption  into  Lorraine, 
part  of  which  tliey  ravaged  without  mercy.  In  Septembe» 
prince  Charles,  with  the  Austrian  army,  entered  the  Bria« 
gaw,  and  attempted  to  pass  the  Rhine;  but  mareachal 
Coigny  had  taken  such  precautions  for  gnardmg  it  on  the 
other  side,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abaadcm  his  design,  and 
marching  back  into  the  upper  palatinate,  quartered  hb 
troops  in  that  country,  and  in  Bavaria.  By  tUs  time  the 
earl  of  Stair  had  solicited  and  obtained  leave  to  resign  hie 
command.  He  had  for  some  time  thought  himself  neglec'« 
ted ;  and  was  unwilling  that  his  reputatidn.  should  suffer  <m 
account  of  measures  in  which  he  had  no  concetiu  In  Octo« 
ber  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  returned  to  Hanover,  and 
the  army  separated.  The  troops  in  British  pay  marched 
back  to  the  Netherlands,  and  the  rest  took  their  route  to 
their  respective  countries.  The  states  general  still  wavered 
between  their  own  immediate  interest  and  their  desire  to 
snppon  the  house  of  Ausurk*  At  kengthr  however^  they 
supplied  ber  wi(h  a  aubsidy,  and  ofdend  twenty  thouaand 
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men  to  march  to  her  assislaice,  notwidMUuidiaig  the  tntrigiies 
of  the  marquis  de  Fenelon,  the  French  ambassador  «t  die 
Hague,  and  the  declaration  of  the  ki»g  of  Prussia,  wbodia- 
approved  of  this  measure,  and '  refused  Aem  a  pass^ige 
through  his  territories  to  the  Rhine. 

$  XLIII.  Sweden  was  filled  with  discontents,  and  divv> 
ded  into  factions*  The  generals  Bodeabrock  and  JLeweii«' 
haupt  were  beheaded,  having  been  sacrificed  as  acape  goats 
for  the  ministry*  Some  unsuccessful  efforts  by  sea  and  land 
were  made  against  the  Busaians*  At  last  the  peace  of  Abo 
was  concluded;  and  the  duke  of  Holsteia  Utin,  uncle.  Co 
the  successor  of  the  Russian  throne,  was  chosen  aa  neMhcir 
to  the  crown  of  Sweden*  A  party  had  been  formed  in 
favour  of  the  prince  of  Denmark ;  and  the  order  of  the 
peasants  actually  elected  him  as  success^H**  The  ddiales 
in  the  college  of  nobiea  rose  to  a  very  dangerous  .degree  of 
animosity,  and  were  appeased  by  an  harangue  in  Swedish 
verse,  which  one  of  the  senators  pronounced*  Hie  peasants 
yielded  the  poin^  and  the  succession  was  settled,  on  the 
duke  of  Holstein*  Denmark*  instigated  by  Frenoh  coun- 
sels, began  to  make  preparations  of  war  against  Sweden : 
But  a  body  of  Russian  auxiliaries  arriving  in  that  kingdom, 
under  the  command  of  general  Keith,  aad  the  czarina 
declaring  she  would  assist  the  Swedes-with  her  whole  force, 
the  king  of  Denmark  thought  proper  to  disarm.  It  had 
been  an  old  maxim  of  French  policy  to  embroil  the  courts 
of  the  north,  that  they  might  be  too  much  employed  at  home 
to  intermeddle  in  the  affairs  of  Germany,  while  France  was 
at  war  with  the  house  of  Austria*  The  good  underatand- 
ing  between  the  czarina  and  the  queen  of  Hungary  was  ait 
this  period  destroyed,  in  consequence  of  a  conspiracy  which 
had  been  formed  by  ,some  persons  of  distinction  at  the  court 
of  Petersburgfa,  for  removing  the  empress  KUzabeth, 
and  recalling  the  princess  Anne  to  the  administration*  This 
design  being  discovered,  the  principal  conspirators  were 
corporal!}'  punished,  and  sent  in  exile  to  Siberia*  The  mar- 
i|ui8  de  fiotta,  the  Austrian  minister,  wl^o  had  resided  at 
the  coiu*tof  the  czarina,  was  suspected  of  having  been  cpn- 
cerncd  in  the  plot ;  though  the  grounds  of  this  suspicion 
did  not  appear  till  aiter  he  was  recaUecl,  apd  seot  as  am- 
bassador to  the  court  of  Berlin*     The  emfnBess  demanded 
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satisfaction  of  Ae  qoeen  df  Hungaiy,  who  appointed  com- 
missioners to  inquire  into  hi^  conduct,  and  he  was  acquit- 
ted ;  but  the  czarina  was  not  at  all  satisfied  of  his  inno* 
cence.  In  February  a  defensive  treaty  of  alliance  was 
concluded*  between  this  princess  and  the  king  Of  Great 
Britain. 

$  XLIV.  By  this  time  France  was  deprived  of  her 
ablest  minister,  in  the  death  of  the  cardinal  de  Fleury,  who 
had  for  many  years  managed  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom. 
He  is  said  to  have  possessed  a  lively  genius,  and  an  insi- 
nuating address ;  to  have  been  'regular  in  his  deportment 
and  moderate  in  his  disposition ;  but  at  the  same  time  he 
has  been  branded  as  deceitful,  dissembKng,  and  vindictive. 
His  scheme  of  politics  was  altogether  pacific :  he  endea- 
voured to  accomplish  his  purposes  by  raising  and  fomenting 
intrigues  at  foreign  courts :  he  did  not  seem  to  pay  much 
regard  to  the  military  glory  of  France  ;  and  he  too  much 
neglected  the  naval  power  of  that  kingdom.  Since  Brog- 
lio  was  driven  out  of  Germany,  the  French  court  affected 
uncommon  moderation.  They  pretended  that  their  troops 
had  only  acted  as  auxiliaries  while  they  remained  in  the 
enspire ;  being,  however,  apprehensive  of  an  irruption  into 
their  own  dominions,  they  declared,  that  those  troops  were 
no  longer  to  be  considered  in  that  light,  but  as  subjects  act- 
ing in  the  service  of  France.  The  campaign  in  Italy  proved 
unfavourable  to  the  Spaniards.  In  the  beginning  of  Feb- 
ruary count  Gages,  who  commanded  the  Spanish  army  in 
the .  Bolognese,  amounting  to  four-and-twenty  thousand  men, 
passed  the  Panaro,  and  advanced  to  Campo  Santo,  where  he 
encountered  the  Imperial  and  Piedmontese  forces,  com- 
manded by  the  counts  Traun  and  Aspremont.  The  strength 
of  the  two  armies  was  nearly  equal.  The  action  was  ob- 
stinate and  bloody,  though  indecisive.  The  Spaniards  lost 
about  four  thousand  men  killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  The 
damage  sustained  by  the  confederates  was  not  quite  so  great. 
Some  cannon  and  colours  were  taken  on  both  sides ;  and 
each  claimed  the  victory.  Count  Gages  repassed  the  Pa* 
naro ;  retreated  suddenly  from  Bologna,  and  marched  to 
Rhimini  in  the  ecclesiastical  state,  wbei«  he  fortified  his 
camp  in  an  advantageous  situation,  afu^r  having  suffered 
severely  by  desertion.     Count  Traun  reuMuned  itoaeiive  in 
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the  Modenese  till  'September,  when  he  resigned  his  com- 
mand to  prince  Lobkowitz.  This  general  entered  the  Bo- 
lognese  in  October,  and  then  advanced  towards  count  Gages, 
who,  with  his  forces,  now  reduced  to  seven  thou8«nd, 
retreated  to  Fano ;  but  afterwards  took  possession  of  Pesarp, 
and  fortified  all  the  passes  of  the  river  Foglia.  The  isea- 
son  was  far  advanced  before  the  Spanish  troops,  commatided 
by  Don  Philip,  in  Savoy,  entered  upon  action.  In  all  pro^ 
bibility,  the  courts  of  VisrsaSUes  and  Madrid  carried  oft 
some  private  negotiation  with  the  king  of  Sardinia.  This 
expedient  failing,  Don  Philip  decamped  from  Chamberri  in 
the  latter  end  of  August,  and  defiling  through  Dauphine 
towards  Brian9on,  was  joined  by  the  prince  of  Cont),  at  dit 
head  of  twenty  thousand  French  auxiliaries*  Thus  rein- 
forced, he  attacked  the  Piedmonteso  lines  at  Chateau  Dau-  . 
phin6 ;  but  was  repulsed  in  several  attempts,  and  obliged 
to  retreat  with  considerable  loss.  The  French  established 
their  winter  quarters  in  Dauphin€  and  Provence ;  and  the 
Spaniards  maintained  their  footing  in  Savoy. 

$  XLV.  The    British   fleet,  commanded   by  admiral 
Matthews,  overawed   all  the  states  that  bordered  tm  the 
Mediterranean.     This  officer,  about  the  end  of  Jirtie,  un- 
derstanding that  fourteen  xebecks,  laden  widi  artillery  and 
ammunition  for  the  Spanish  afmy,  had  arrived  at  Genoa, 
sailed  thither  from  the  road  of  Hieres,  and  demanded  of 
the  republic  Aat  they  would  either  oblige  these  vessels  with 
the  stores  to  quit  their  harbour,  or  sequester  df^r  ladtn(; 
until  a  general  peace  should  be  established*     After-some 
dispute,  it  was  agreed  that  the  cannon  and  stores  diouid  be 
deposited  in  the  casde  of  Bonifacio,  situated  on  a  rock  at 
the  south  end  of  Corsica ;  and  diat  the  xebecks  should  have 
leave  to  retire  without  mtrfestation.     The  Corsieanshad 
some  years  before  revolted,  and  shaken  ofFthe'dooiiaioDof 
the  Genoese,  under  which  dieir  island  had  remuned  for 
many  centuries.     They  found  themselves  oppressed*  ftod 
resolved   to  assert  their  freedom.     Tliey  conferred  die 
sovereign  authority  on  a  German  adventurer,  who  was 
solemnly  proclaimed  by  the  name  of  king  Theodore.    He 
had  supplied  them  with  some  arms  and  ammunition,  wliich 
he  had  brought  from  Tunis ;  and  amused  diem  with  pro- 
misee of  being  assisted  )iy-fMPeign  powem  in  wtrkrring 
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forfnedy  they  treated  him  $o  roughty,  that  he  had  thought 
]kroper  to  quit  the  ialand,  and  they  submitted  again  to  their 
old  maatera.  The  troubles  of  Corsica  were  now  revived^ 
Theodore  reviaiud  bb  kingdom^  and  tvaa  recognized  by  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  island.  He  published  a  manifesto : 
he  gtanied  a  genera)  pardon  to  all  his  subjects  who  should 
return  to  their  obedience  :  he  pretended  to  be  countenanced' 
and  a^piported  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the  queen 
of  Huagftj-y^  He.  was  certainly  thought  a  proper  instra* 
m«nt  to  perplex  and  harass  the  Genoese,  and  supplied  at 
thk  juncture  with  a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  arms  for 
the  Corsicans:  but  a  change  soon  happened  in  the  British 
ministry^  and  then  he  was  suffered  to  relapse  into  hia 
originai  obscurity*  Admiral  Matthews,  though  he  did  not 
undertake  any  expedition  of  importance  against  the  mari- 
time towns  of  Spain,  contioued  to  assert  the  British  empire 
at  aea  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  Spanish  army  under  Don  Philip  was  no  sooner  in 
molion,  than  the  English  admiral  ordered  some  troops  and 
cannon  to  be  disembarked  for  the  security  of  Villa  Franca. 
Some  stores  having  been  landed  at  Civita  Vepchia,  for  the 
uae  of  the  Spanish  forces  under  count  Gages,  Matthews 
interpreted  this  tKanaactioo  mto  a  violation  of  the  neutrality 
which  the  pope  bad  professed;  and  sent  thither  a  squadron 
to  bombard  the  place.  The  city  .of  Rome  was  filled  with 
consternation ;  and  the  pope  bad  recourse  to  the  good 
offices  of  bis  Sardinian  msyesty,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  £ing)ish  squadron  was  .ordered  to  withdraw.  The 
captains  of  single  cruizing  ships,  by  their  activity  and 
vigilance,  wholly  imerrnpted  the  commerce  of  Spain;  can* 
nonaded  and  bmied  some  towns  on  the  seaside ;  and  kept 
the  whole  coast  in  continual  alarm.* 

g  In  Mar  a  dreadful  piap;ae  brol^e  out  at  Messina  in  Sieiljr.  It  was  imported 
in  cotton  and  other  commodities  brought  from  the  Morea ;  and  swept  oiT  such  a 
moldtadecRf  people,  that  the  ci^irai  almost  (feepopolafted :  all  the  gallayalaTes. 
who  were  emi)loyed  in  borving  the  d^d,  perished  by  the  contagion  ;  and  this  was 
the  fate  of  manj  priests  and  monks  who  administercfd  to  those  who  were  infected. 
The  dead  bodies  layin  heaps  in  the  streets,  corruptiag  the  air,  and  adding  fresh 
fuel  to  the  rage  of  the  |>e8tilence.  Numbers  died  miserably,  for  want  of  pro|)er 
attendance  and  neoessaries ;  and  all  w»s  horror  and  desolation.  At  the  beginning 
of  winter  it  eeased,  after  haviug  destrciyed  near  fifty  thousand  inhabitants  of  Mes- 
sina, and  of  the  garrisons  in  the  citadel  and  castle.  It  was  prevented  from 
fpresding  in  Sicily  by  »  atroag  haeritalo  drsya  frem  Matazso  to  Tsanuna  s  hut 
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$  XLVI*  In  the  West  Indies  some  unsuccessfal  efiorts 
were  made  by  an  EDglish  squadron^  commapded  by  f om- 
modore  KnowlesD^e  attacked  lia  Gueira  on  me  coast  of 
Caraccas,  in  the  month  of  February ;  but  met  with  such  a 
warm  reception,  that  be  was  obliged  to  desist,  and  make  the      1 
best  of  hn  way  for  the  Dutch  island  Curafoa,  where  he 
repaired  the  damage  he  had  sustained.     His  ships  being      i 
refitted,  he  made  another  attempt  upon  Porto  Cavallo  in      1 
April,  which  like  the  former  miscarried.    Twelve  hundred      i 
marines  being  landed  in  the  nei^ibourhood  of  that  place,      j 
were  seized  with  such  a  panic,  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  reembark  them  without  delay.     Then  the  consmodore 
abandoned  the  enterprise,  and  sailed  back  to  his  station  at      1 
the  Leeward  Islands,  without  having  added  much  to  his    J 
reputation,  either  as  to  conduct  or  resohitton.     On  the     1! 
continent  of  America  the  operations  of  the  war  were  very     ** 
inconsiderable.    General  Oglethorpe  having  received  intel- 
ligence, that  the  Spaniards  prepared  for  uiother  invasion 
from  St.  Augustine,  assembled  a  body  of  Indiana,  as  a 
remforcement  to  part  of  his  own  regiment,  with  the  High-     " 
landers  and  rangers,  and  in  the  spring  began  his  nuirch,  in      1 
order  to  anticipate  the  enemy.  He  encamped  for  some  time 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Augustine,  by  way  of  defiance: 
but  they  did  not  think  proper  to  hazard  an  engagement;  "^ 
and  as  he  was  in  no  condition  to  undertake  a  siege,  be 
returned  to  Gecnrgia.     In   October  the  princess  Louisa, 
youngest  daughter  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  was  married 
by  proxy,  at  Hanover,  to  the  prince  royal  of  Denmark,  who 
met  her  at  Altena,  and  conducted  her  to  Copenhagen* 

it  vas  conveved  to  Hcnpo  in  CA)abria»  bv  the  anirioe  of  a  broker  of  tliat  place, 
vfho  boaght  some  goods  at  Messina.  The  kSng  of  Nanles  ImmedSatebf  oracred 
lines  to  be  tbrmed*  together  with  a  chain  of  troops  w\uiAk  out  off  aH  immmfr^**- 
tion  between  that  place  and  the  rest  of  the  continent.     ^^^ 

(^  (^vvw  ;.>•:.. 
4)  -J'--^  v/"^ 
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I.  IMate  in  patUamMt.  oganM  the  Hunawirum  tr^^. 
$  IL  SuppkeM  grarUed.     $  III.  Projected  hwaeion  cf 
'emu  BriUnh.     %  IV.  A  French  equadfdit  MaUe  up  the 
Jkngkah  channel     $  V.  The  Hngehm  iefmtina  po^tu^e 
tf  defenee^     $  VI.  Tkt  design  ef  the  Freiwh  defeated. 
Wat  betweett  Frmnce  and  Englmd.     $  VII.  Bell  e^mnR 
thaw  vfAe  ehouU  e^rreepond  wkhthe  eient  of  the  pre^ 
tmders     ^  VIII.  Ifmet  eng^^ement  off  TomiM.    $  IX. 
Ad9anoear  totmrds  piaee  mmik  htf  the  emp^rer^     $  X* 
Treatjf  of  FraiaeJ^hH.    ^  XL  Progrete  of  the  French 
iwg  in  the  Netherlander     $   XII.  Printe  Charlee  ef 
Jsorrdne  paeoee  the  RUne.      $   XIII.  The  Jking  of 
Prtmeia  mukea  an  irruption  into  ;BohinMu    $   XI V^  • 
Oompmgn  in  Bavaria  emd  Flandere.     $  XV.   The  Hmg 
of  Napleo  joins  count  Gageo  in  hah/.     $r  XVI.  Buitk 
of  Conu     ^  XVIL  Return  €f  commodore  Ameon.     Sir 
John  Bakhen  perieheo  at  eea.     $  XVIII.  AfmblJon 
in  ehe  Britieh  namietttf*  Seeeion  of  parUamant.  ^  XIX. 
Death  of  the  emper<^r  Charlee  VIL     Aecdnmtoddtiou  he^ 
tween  the  queen  of  JSmngawy  and  the  young  elector  of 
Baioaria.     $  XX.   The  king  cf  Pruoeia  gahu  two  euc^ 
cessive  bctttlee  at  Friedierg  and  Sohr^  ovar  the  Austrian  - 
andSaaon  farceo.     $  XXL   Treahf  tf  Dresden.     The 
grand  duke  of  Tuecctny   elected  emperor  of  Germany. 
^  XXIL  The  alliee  are  defeated  at  Fontenoy.  ^  XXIIL: 
The  king  qf  Sardinia  is  almost  stripped  of  his  don&nwna. 
9    XXIV.     The    English  forces    take    cape    Bretom. 
^  XXV.   The  importance  of  this  conquest.     $  XXVL 
Project  of  an  insurrection  in  Qreett  Britatju    $  XXVII* 

The  eldest  son  6f  the  chevalier  de  St.  Oeorge  lands  in 
Scotland.  %  XXVIII.  Takes  possession  of  Edinburgh. 
f   XXIX.   Defeata  sir  yoksf^Gope  at  .Presto^  Pans^ 
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$  XXX.  EjforU  of  the  friends  ^government  m  Seoi^ 
lantL  $  XXXI.  Frecauiione  taken  in  Engimmd^ 
§  XXX II.  The  prince  pretender  redueee  CmrHek^  and 
penetrates  as  far  as  Derbyin  Consternation  of  the  L^n- 
'  doners.  $  XXXIII*  The  rebels  retreat  into  ScotiamL 
$  XXXIV«  Thetf  invest  the  castk  of  Stirling.  $  XXXV. 
The  king^s  troops  under  Henvky  are  worsted  at  FalUsnh 
§  XXXVI.  7  he  duke  of  Cumherkmd  assumes  the  C9ns^ 
mand  of  the  forces  in  Scotland.  $•  XXXVIL  The  rr* 
bels  undertake  the  siege  of  Fort  WiUumu 


$  1.  THE  discotttents  of  £n|^aod.wer* 
ioflamed  by  imtiministerial  writers,  who  not  only  exag^ 
gerated  the  bordeas  of  the  people,,  and  drew  fri|^tfiil 
pictures  of  the  distress  rad  misery  which,,  they*  said,  ioi- 
pended  over  the  natimi,  but  abo  employed  the  arts  of 
calumny  and  misrepresentation,  to  excUe  a  jealousy  aad 
national  quarrel  l^tween  the  English  and  Hanoverians. 
Tliey  affirmed  that  in  the  last  campaiga  the  British  gcneval 
had  been  negkcfied  and  despised ;  while  the  coansds  of 
foreign  officers,  greatly  inferior  t^  him  in  capacity,  cfoalky 
and  reputation,  had  b^en  followed,  to  die  prgndice  of  Ae 
common  cause:  that  the  British  troops  sustained  daily 
insults  from  their  own  mercenaries  who  were  indulged  wkh 
particular  marks  of  royal  favour :  that  the  sovereign  him- 
self appeared  at  Dettiftgen  in  a  Hanoverian  scarf;  anddiat 
his  electoral  troops  were  of  very  Ittde  service  .in  that  engage^- 
meat. .  Though  the  most  material  of  these  assertions  were 
certainly  false,  they  made  a  strong  impression  oa  the. minds 
of  the  people^  already  irritated  by  the  enormous  expense,  of 
a  continental  war  maintained  for  the  interest  of  Germany. 
When  the  parliament  met  in  tl^e  beginmng  <^  December^  a 
motion  was  made  in  the  house  of  peers  by  the  earl  of 
Sandwich,  for  an  address  beseeching  his  majesty,  to  discon* 
tiaue  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  British  pay,  in  order  to 
.  remove  the  popular  discontent,  and  stop  the  murmurs  of  the 
English  troops  abroad.  He  was  supported  by  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  and  all  the  leaders  in  the 
opposition^  who  did  not  fail  to  imiimerate^  and  insist  upon 
all  the  circumstances  we. have  mentioned*  They  moreover 
obMTved,  that  better  tsoops  mighl  he  hized  ataj 
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^expeoBe;  tisar  it  woidd  be  a  vain  and  endless  tftslc  to  ex* 
hmaat  the  iwtional  Creature,  in  enriching  a  hungry  and 
fasunren  eleetorate-;  that  the  popular  dissatisfaetion  against 
lliese  mercenaries  was  so  general,  and  raised  to  such  vio^ 
lence,  as  nothing  but  diltr  dismission  cookt  appease ;  that 
if  suck  hireling  should  be  thus  continued  from  year  to  year^ 
thieyUghtatlast  become  a  burden  entailed  upon  the  nation^ 
and  be  made  subservient,  under  some  lonbicious  prince,  to 
pofpose^  destructive .  of  the  British  liberty.  These  were 
de  suggestions  of  spleen  and  animosity ;  for,  granting  the 
necessity  of  a  land  war,  the  Hanoverians  were  the  mo^ 
natund  allies  and  auxiliaries  which  Great  Britain  could 
engage  and  employ*  How  insolent  soever  «>me  few  indi- 
vidttal  generals  of  that  electorate  might  have  been  in  their 
private  deportment,  certam  it  is,  their  troops  behaved  widi 
great  sobriety,  disciplihe,  vatd  decorum;  and  in  the  day  of^ 
batde  did  their  duty  with  as  much  courage  and  alacrity  as 
any  bodytif  men  ever  displayed  on  the  like  oeeasion.  The 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  majority ;  but,  when  die  term 
iot  keeping  them  in  the  British  pay  was  nearly  expired,  . 
mid  the  estimates  for  titeir  being  continued  the  ensuing 
year  were  laid  before  the  house,  the  earl  of  Sandwich  re* 
newed  his  motion.  The  lord  chancellor,  as  speaker  of  the 
house,  interposing,  declared,  that  by  their  rules  a  question 
once  rejected  could  not  be  revived  during  the  same  session. 
A  debate  ensued,  and  the  second  motion  was  overruled* 
The  Hanoverian  troops  were  voted  in  the  house  of  com^ 
ttions;  nevertheless,  the  same  nobleman  moved  in  the 
upper  house  that  the  continuing  sixteen  thousand  Hano<» 
verians  in  British  pay  was  prejudicial  to  his  majesty's  true 
interest,  useless  to  the  common  cause,  and  dangerous  to 
the  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  the  nation.  He  was  second- 
ed by  the  duke  of  JMariborough,  who  had  resigned  his 
commissiotf.^  disgust:  and  the  proposal  gave  birth  to 
fioodier  warm  dispute :  but  victory  declared,  as  nsual,  for 
the  mini8try« 

$  II.  In  the  house  of  commons  they  sustained  divers 
attacks.  A  motion  was  made  for  laying  a  duty  of  eight 
shillings  in  the  pound  on  all  places  and  pensions.  Mr. 
Gcenville  moved  for  an  address,  to  beseech  his  majesty, 
that  ha  would  not  engage  the  British  nation  any  ftirther  in 
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tK#  ws^r  0fi  liic  «Mliwiil,  without  Ae  coocttrrroco^  tiw 
M«te%  f^Mfai  091  oimm  aiipubtwl  ptDptwlioMi  of  AiroBaad 
pjfpt^nt^j  ^iaikp  lm9  WW*  Thote  iwDponk  hsgst  ▼t^MT.^ 
om  <}eiMm,  ui  wWch  ll>«  omiBtry  ptrljr  wtn  alirsys  finiladl 
by  dfnt  ^f  miperior  mnobeDs^  teck  mM  liie  cMdn  aaA 
)tftai»e«««  ^  ^  mittklry  m  fwrluinftciii,  iM  aidioiigb  tlw 

§f>9im(3Meaieiil;  fkf  thft  ml^  die  ttrnmcmk  indnIyKl 
fritb  IP  mprmoof  turn  fav  tlie  expnue  of  the. < 
1^0  grmM  sfwdfied  m  Ao  vmm  «iiio«iifeMl  tm  sis  nuUaoas 
1^  %  bfl4f  i  to  thi»  4iifli  weue  addtd  thti^  mittioiis  aad  m 
hflif  p^d  tP  tl|f»  wkkg  §nnd  in  pci^KtiMl  taxet  $  m  diat 
t^i  ymr'^  »3tpcpi»  mac  tt^  Im  wlUona.  Tlw  fiiwb 
)4s^4  f«r  tiMi  9liQi«ll  diaree  wtte  tke  land  and  «4t  ^ 
#m  miiUoa  piucl  by  4iq  £a«t  indin  company  fiw 
r^n^wal  of  tbw  chwtmr,  twdra  htiodtvd  thousand  \ 
t^  f|WMilil»«»  QM  «iUi«Ri  ftom  dM  ttvkiiig  fiittd, 
thirty  tlM^namd  pouoda  firovi  the  coinage,  and  aixhon^wl 
t^stlHl  pmmdt  by  t  lottory;  an  ca:pedicot  wfakh  for 
^omo  time  b«d  baen  i^iiatUy  repented  1  and  which,  in  m 
grfat  nifiMMrcii  f^onHributed  to  ddbatroh  the  aMvnls  of  flan 
pii^U^  by  infti'oducing  a  apitit  of  gaming,  dcU»ttcti«o  of  nV 
ip49fttfy  aad  virt^w* 

$  II  {•  Th^  diMcnaiona  of  the  Brttiah  paiteamen/l 
fHJ^culy  autpcndfd  by  an  event  that  seemed  to  unite 
parues  in  thi9  .pnaaccutaon  of  the  eame  nwaaores. 
wan  the  ioieUig^oce  of  en  intended  mveaion.  By  the ; 
liamepuiry  diaputea,  the  loud  clamoi^ra,  and  the 
dtiMtisfitc^on  of  the  people  in  Great  Britain,  the  French 
miwscry  wete  persuaded  that  the  natipn .  was  ripe-  fior  m 
revolt.  This  belief  was  conx>borated  by  the  aaeertionn  of 
their  enussaries  in  dilferent  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ik^ 
}and«  Tb^pse  were  papists  and  jncobites  of  %trong  pccjtt^ 
dic^s  and  wavm  iasaginations,  who  saw  things  throng^  tho 
pedinm  of  pa^wm  and  party,  and  spoke  rather  fitMn  oxtfno«> 
agant  zeal  than  from  sober  conviction.  They  gave  the 
(ourt  of  VevsaiUes  to  understand,  that  if  the  chevalier  de 
St.  George,  or  his  eldest  son,  Charles  Edward,  should 
appear  at  the  head  of  a  French  aomy  it^  Gnsat  Bsltaii^' « 
^evoltt^on  would  instantly  follow  in  hri  jfavour«  lAss 
int^M^e  was  agwwWe  to  ordinal  de  Tench^  wko^  i ' 
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thfr  demh  of  Ftemry,  bad  bone  a  ibate  hn  fbt  adauAtitnip 
tioa  of  Franco*  Uo  waa'  of  %  violatit  entorjnriawg  teaiper. 
He  bad  boca  rccooimtodod  ta  tbe  par^e  by  the  chevalier 
dm  Bu  Goorge^  and  waa  aaomaogly  attached  to  the  Stuart 
iattily.  Hiia  ainbition  was  flatteftd  with  the  prospect  of 
giviog  a  king  to  Great  Britain ;  of  performing  auch  emi- 
nent aenrice  to  hia  benefiictor,  and  of  reatoring  to  tbe 
throne  6t  their  anceatora  a  family  connected  by  tbe  ties  of 
blood  with  all  tbe  gveateat  princes  of  Europe.  The  mtn- 
iatry  of  Franoe  foraaaw^  that  even  if  this  aim  abonld  mia* 
carry,  a  (leseent  upon  Great  Britadn  would  make  a  coosideiw 
able  diversion  from  the  continent  in  favour  of  France,  and 
cnabniil  and  embarrasa  his  Britannic  majesty,  who  was  the 
chief  aoppost  of  the  house  of  Austria,  and  all  its  allies* 
Actuated  by  these  roetives,  he  eoncerted  measures  with  the 
chevalier  de  St«  George-  at  Rome,  who  being  too  much 
advanced  in  years  to  engage  personally  in  such  an  expedi- 
tion, agreed  to  delegate  his  pretensions  and  aothcMity  to 
hia  son  Charlea,  a*youth  of  promising  talents,  sage,  secret^ 
brave,  and  enterptiaing,  amiabk  in  bis  persooi  grave,  and 
even  reserved  in  bin  deportment*  He  approved  himself  m 
the  sequel  compoeed  and  moderate  in  success,  wonderfully 
firm  in  adveraity :  and  diough  tenderly  nurseci  in  alt  tite 
deKgbta  of  an  eieaainate  country,  and  gentle  ctimnee, 
paaiani  aknost  beyond  belief  of  cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue. 
Such  was  the  adventurer  now  destined  to  fill  the  hc^ 
which  tbe  French  miaiatiy  had  eoaceived,  from  the  pre« 
jocfesd  invasion  of  Great  Britain* 

^  IV.  Count  Saxo  was  appointed  by  the  French  king 
commander  of  the  troops  designed  for  tbit  expedition, 
which  aaaounted  to  fifteen  thousand  men.  They  began 
dimr  UMWch  to  Picavdy,  and  a  great  ntknber  of  vessels  waa 
asaamUed  ibv  tbeir  embarkation  at  Dunkirk,  Calais,  and 
Bonlogn*  It  was  determined  that  they  should  be  landed 
in  Kent,  under  convoy  of  a  strong  squadron  equipped  at 
Bteat,  and  commanded  by  noasiirur  de  Roqnefeuilte,  an 
ofieer  of  expeirience  and  capacity.  The  chevalier  de  St. 
Gooi|ps  ia  said  to  have  required  the  personal  service  of  the 
duke  of  Ormottd,  who*  excused  himself  on  account  of  his 
ndranced  i^s  be  that  m  it  will,  prince  Charles  depmtcd 
£rosn  Some  about,  tbe  end  of  Oecember,  in  the  ^agme^  <if 
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a  Spanith  courier^,  attcsided  by  otte  tewwil  onl^t  and  far- 
nUhed  with  passports  by  cardinal  Aquaviva.  He  ttmtUei 
through  Tuscany  to  Genoa,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Savooa,  where  he  embarked  for :  Aotibea,  and  prosecutin|( 
his  JQuraey  to  Paris,  was  indulged  with  a  private  audience 
of  the  French  king ;  then  he  set  out  inc^^gnito  liar  the  coast 
,  of  Picardy«  The  British  ministry  being  apprised  of  his 
arrival  in  France^  at  once  comprehended  the  desciaation  of 
the  armaments  prepared  at  Breet  and  Boukt;n»  Mr. 
Thompson,  the  English  resident  at  Paris,  reoeived  orders 
to  make  a  remonstrance  to  the  French  ministry,  on  the 
violation  of  those  treaues  by  which  the  pretender  to  die 
crown  »f  Great  Britain  was  excluded  from  the  territories 
of  France.  But  he  was  given  to  understand,  that  his 
most  christian  majesty  would  not  eaplmn  himaelf  on  that  sub- 
ject, until  the  king  of  England  should  have  given  satidGK- 
tion  on  the  rapeased  complaints  which  had  been  made  to 
him,  touching  the  icribactions  of  those  very  treaiiea  which 
had  been  so  often  violated  by  his  orders^  in  the  month  of 
January,  M.  de  Roquefeuille  sailed  from  fiiest,  directiog 
his  course  up  the  English,  channel  widi  twenty  ships  of 
war.  They  were  immediately,  discovered  by  an  Enij^ish 
cruiser,  which  ran  into  Plymouth ;  and  the  intelUgenjce 
was  conveyed  by  land  to  the  board  of  admiraligr*  Sir 
John  Norris  was  forthwith  ordered  to  take  the.  command 
of  the  squadron  at  Spithead,  with  which  he  sailed  roaad 
to  the  Downs,  where  he  was  joined  by  some  ships  of  the 
line  from  Chatham,  and  then  he  found  himself  at  dm  head 
of  a  squadron  considerably  stronger  than  that  of  the 
enemy. 

$  V.  Several  regiments  marched  to  the  sonlhem  coast 
of  England :  all  governors  and  commanders  were  ordered 
to  repair  immediately  to  their  respective  posts:  the  fints 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  and  M edway  were  put  in  a 
posture  of  defence ;  and  directions  were  issued  to  asscm- 
ble  the  Kentish  militia,  to  defend  the  coast  in  case  of  an 
invasion.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  the  king  scot 
a  message  to  both  bouses  of  parliament*  intimating,  the 
arrival  of  the  pretender's  son  in  France,  the  preparariims 
at  Dunkirk,  and  the  appearance  of  a  French  fleet  in  the 
{^ngjlish  channel.    .They  joined  in  an  address^,  dedsiiog 
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tbeir  hidignatiofi  and  abhorrence  of  the  design  formed  iti^ 
favour  of  a  popish  pretender;  and  assuring  his  majesty, 
that  Aay  w>uld,  whh  the  warmest  zeal  and  unanimity, 
take  «iidi  ^aeaaures  as  woidd  enable  him  to  frustrate  and 
defeat  Mides)>erate  and  insolent  an  attempt.  Addressee 
of  the  same  kmd  were  presented  by  the  city  of  London, 
both'^wiversities,  the  principal  towns  of  Great  Britain,  thie 
clei^gy,  the  dissenting  ministers^  the  quakers,  and  almost  all 
d4&  OHrporations  and  communities  of  the  kingdom.  A 
reqmsiticm  was  made  of  die  six  thousand  auxiliaries,  which 
the  states  general  were  by  treaty  obliged  to  furnish  on  such 
occasions ;  and  these  were  granted  with  great  alacrity  and 
expedition*  Hie  eari  of  Stair,  forgetting  his  wrongs, 
took  this  opportunity  of  offering  his  services  to  govern" 
ment,  and  was  invested  with  the  chief  command  of  the 
fcNTcea  in  Great  Britain.  His  example  was  followed  by 
several  noblemen  of  the  first  rank.  The  duke  of  Mon- 
tague was  permitted  to  raise  a  regiment  of  horse ;  and 
orders  were  sent  to  bring  over  six  thousand  of  the  British 
troops  from  Flanders,  in  case  the  invasion  should  actually 
take  place*  His  majesty  was  in  another  address  from  par* 
liament,  exhorted  to  augment  his  forces  by  sea  iand  land : 
the  habeas  corpus  act  was  suspended  for  six  months,  and 
several  persons  of  distinction  were  apprehended  on  suspi- 
cion of  treasonable  practices :  a  proclamation  was  issued 
for  patting  the  laws  in  execution  against  papists  and  non- 
jurors, who  were  commanded  to  retire  ten  miles  from 
London ;  and  every  precaution  was  taken  which  seemed 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  tranquillity. 

$  VI.  Me^^nwhile  the  French  court  proceeded  with 
tfaeir  preparatii>ns  at  Boulogn  and  Dunkirk,  under  the  eye 
of  the  young'  pretender;  and  seven  thousand  men  were 
actually  embarked.  M.  de  Roquefeaille  sailed  up  the 
channel  as  far  as  Dungeness,  a  promontory  on  the  coast  of 
Kent,  after  having  detached  M.  de  Barreil,  with  five  ship^, 
to  hasten  the  embarkation  at  Dunkirk.  While  the  French 
admiral  anchored  off  Dungeness,  he  percqived,  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  the  British  fleet,  under  sir 
John  Norris,  doubling  the  South  Foreland  from  the  Downs ; 
and  though  the  wind  was  against  him,  taking  the  opportu- 
nity of  the  tide  to  come  up  and  engage  the  French  squa- 
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drbn*  Ro^uefeuHle,  who  littk  expected  ^uch  ft  vtstt,  codU 
not  be  altogether  composed,  constdeting  the  great  superi- 
ority  of  his  enemies:  but  the  tide  fintUag^  tbe  English 
admiral"  was  obliged  to  anchor  two  leagues  short  of  tbe 
<memy»  In  this  interval,  M.  de  Roqaefeoille  called  a 
council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  det^rminod  to  aroid  an 
engagement,  weigh  anchor  «t  sunset,  and  make  the  best  of 
their  way  to  the  place  from  whence  they  had  set  saiL  This 
tesolutton  was  favoured  by  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind,  which 
began  to  blow  from  the  north  east,  and  carried  dieaa  down 
the  channel  with  incredible  expedidoo*  But  the  same 
fitorm  which,  in  all  probability,  saved  their  fleet  from 
destruction,  utterly  disconcerted  the  design  of  invading 
England.  A  great  number  of  their  transports  was  driven 
ashore  and  destroyed,  and  the  mst  were  so  damaged  dial 
the}'  could  not  be  speedily  repaired*  Tht  EngKsb  weie 
now  masters  at  sea,  And  their  coast  was  so  well  guarded, 
that  the  enterprise  could  not  be  prosecuted  with  any  pro- 
bability of  success.  The  French  generals  nominated  to 
serve  in  this  expedition  retm-ned  to  Paris^  and  the  young 
pretender  resolved  to  wait  a  more  favourable  opportunity* 
In  the  mean  time  he  remained  in  PariSy  of  that  neigjiboitr'' 
hood,  incognito,  and  almost  totally  neglected  by  the  cdurt 
of  France.  Finding  himself  in  this  disagreeable  situation, 
imd  being  visited  by  John  Murray  of  Broughton,  who 
magBififd  the  power  of  his  friends  in  Great  Britain,  he 
resolved  to  make  some  bold  eflSort,  even  witbout  tbe  assis- 
tance of  Lewis,  in  whose  sincerity  he  had  no  faith,  and 
forthwith  took  proper  measures  to  obtain  exact  information 
touching  the  number,  inclinations,  and  influence  of  his 
fathtys  adherents  in  England  and  Scotland*  The  French 
kinjj  no  !onj,er  preserved  any  measures  with  the  court  of 
Lcnidon  :  the  British  rtsident  at  Paris  was  given  to  under- 
stand, that  a  declaration  of  war  must  ensue ;  ami  this  was 
actually  published  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March.  I'he 
king  of  Great  Britain  was  taxed  with  having  dtsstnided 
the  court  of  Vienna,  from  entertaining  any  thoughts  of  an 
accommodation ;  with  having  infringed  the  convention  ol 
Hanover ;  with  haviDg  exercised  pii-acy  upon  the  subjects 
of  Fntnce,  and  with  having  blocked  up  the  harbour  of 
Toulon.     On  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  a  IVIie  ilenun- 
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ekdpn  of  war  against  France  vas  pubUthcd  at  Lcttdoa^ 
aoadftt  the  acdaiaatioits  of  the  peoplst 

$  VIL  Hie  commoas  of  Eagland,  m  order  to  evince 
their  loyalty^  brought  ia  a  bill,  denouncing  the  penalties  of 
high  treason,  against  those  who  should  maintain  corres- 
pondenee  widi  the  sons  of  the  pretender.*'  In  the  upper 
hoiise»  lord  Hsirdwicke,  the  chancellor,  moved,  that  a  clause 
should  be  inserted,  extending  the  crtflie  of  treason  so  the 
posterity  of  tbe  offenders,  during  the  lives  of  the  pretender's 
sons*  The  notion,  which'  was  supported  by  the  whole 
>  strength  of  the  ministry,  produced  a  warm  debate,  in' 
which  the  duke  of  Bedford,  die  earl  of  Chesterfield,  the 
lords  Talbot  and  Hcrvey  argued  against  it  in  the  most 
pathetic  manner  as  an  illiberal  expedient,  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  bananity,  the  law  of  nature,  the  rules  of  com* 
mon  justice,  and  the  precepts  of  religion ;  an  expedient  that 
;'  would  involve  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and  tend4o  the 
angmoitation  of  ministerial  power,  for  which  purpose  it  was 

^*     undoubtedly  calculated.  Notwithstanding  these  suggestions, 
the  clause  was  carried  in  the  afirmative,  and  the  bill  sent 

s      back  to  the  coasmons,  where  the  amendment  was  vigorously 
opposed  by  lord  Strange,'ior3T^uerhseyrBir.  W.^Titt,  and 

^      oriyr.  members,  by  whom  the  original  bill  had  been  coun* 

-^  ~^~tenanced  :^  the  majority,  however,  declared  for  the  amend-  ' 
ment,  and  the  bill  obuiaed  the  royal  assent.  The  session 
of  parliament  was  closed  in  May,  when  the  king  told  them, 
that  the  French  liad  made  vast  preparations* on  the  side  of 
the  Netherlands ;  and  that  the  states  general  had  agreed  to 
furnish  the  succours  stipulated  by  treaties.  - 

§  VIII.  By  this  time  an  action  had  happened  in  the 
Mediterranean,  between  the  British  fleet  commanded  by 
admiral  Matthews,  and  the  combined  squadrons  of  France 
and  Spain,  which  had  been  for  some  time  blocked  up  in  the 
harbour  of  Toulon.  On  the  ninth  day  of  February  they  were 
perceived  standing  out  of  the  road,  to  the  number  of  four«- 
and'tbir^  sail :  the  English  admiral  immediately  weighed 
from  Hieres  bay:  and  on  the  eleventh,  part  of  die  fleets 

*  An.  1744  b  The  raposition  had  MiiUioed  a  heavy  blow  ia  the 

death  of  the  duke  of  Argjle,  a  DODiemafi  of  shining  qualifications  for  the  senate 
aad  the  Add,  whose  eharaflter  voold  have  been  atfll  more  iSustrious,  had  not  some 
paru  of  hiseonduct  subjected  him  to  the  suspicion  of  selfishness  and  ioconstaney.   ^ 
He  was  sueeecded  in  tint  title  bf  hisbrodier,  Archibald  earl  of  fixv. 

Vol.  II.  U  u  u 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


19^  HISTORYCNRiSHeLANO.  1744. 

engaged*     Matlhevs  attacked  tKe  Spuiish  admiral,  Doo 
Navarro,  whose  ship,  the  Real,  waa  a  first  rate,  moimted 
wUh.  abo^e  a  hundred  guns.    Rear  admiral  Rowley  singled 
out  M.  de  Court,  who  commanded  die  French  squadron  ; 
and  a  very  few.  captains  followed  the  example  of  their  com- 
manders:  hut  vice-admiral  Lestock,  with  his  whole  divi- 
sion, remained  at  a  great  distance  astern:    and  several 
captains,  who  were  immediately  under  the  eye  of  Matthews, 
behkved  in  such  a  manner  as  reflected  disgrace  upon  their 
country.     The  whole   transaction  was  conducted  without 
*  order  or  deliberation.     The   French  and  Spaniards  would 
have  willingly  avoided  an  engagement,   as    the   British 
squadron  was  superior  to  them  in  strength  and  number. 
M.  de  Court,  therefore,  made  the  best  of  his  way  towards 
the  Straits'  mouth,  probably  with  intention  to  join  the  Brest 
squadron :  but  he  had  orders  to  protect  the  Spanish  fleet  ; 
and  as  they  sailed  heavily,  he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  tbem» 
at  the  hazard  of  maintaining  a  battle  with  the  English. 
Thus  circumstanced  he  made  sail  and  lay  to  by  turns  ;  so 
that  the  British  admiral  could  not  engage  them  in  proper 
order ;  and',  as  they  outsailed  his  ships,  he  began  to  fear 
they  would  escape  him  altogether,  should  he  wait  for  vice* 
admiral  Lestock,  who  was  so  far  astern.     Under  this  ap- 
prehension he  made  die  signal  for  engaging,  while  that  for 
the  line  of  battle  was  still  displayed ;  and  this  inconsistenczy 
naturally  introduced  confusion.     The  fight  was  maintained 
with  great  vivacity  by  the  few  who  engaged.     The  Real 
being  quite  disabled,  and  lying  like  a  wreck  upon  the  water, 
Mr.  Matthews  sent  a  fireship  to  destroy  her ;  but  the  expe- 
dient did  not  take  effect.     The  ship/ordered  to  cover  this 
machine  did  not  obey  the  signal ;  so  that  the  captain  of  the 
fireship   was  exposed  to  the  whole   fire   of  the  enemy. 
Nevertheless  he  continued  to  advance  until  he  found  the 
vessel  sinking :  and  being  within  a  few  yards  of  the  Real, 
he  set  fire  to  the  fusees.     The  ship  was  immediately-  in 
flames,  in  the  midst  of  which  he  and  his  lieutenant,  with 
twelve  men,  perished.     This  was  likewise  the  fate  of  the 
Spanish  launch,  which  had  been  manned  with  fifty  sailors^ 
to  prevent  the  fireship  from  running  on  board  the  Real. 
One  ship  of  the  line  belonging  to  a.  Spanish  squadron  struck 
to  captain.  Hawke,  who  sent  a  lieutenant  to  take  possession 
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of  her:  she  was  «flerwtol8  Uken  by  the  French  squadron; 
but  was^fdmodr  so  diaftbled,  that  they  left.her  deserted,  and 
she  Uras  next  day  burned  by  order  of  admiral  Matthews. 
At  night  the  action  ceased;,  and  the  admiral  found  his  own 
ship  so  mUch  damaged^  that  he  moved  his  flag;  into  another; 
Captain  Gomwall  fell  in  the  engagement,  affer  having 
exhibited  a  remarkable  proof  of ,  courage  and  tnlrepidityi 
but  Ae  loss  of  men  was  very  inconsiderdsle.  .  Ne&t  day 
tbe  enen^  appeared  to  keward,  and  the  admirfll  gave  chase 
ttU  night,  when  he  brought  to,  that  he  might. be. joined  by 
the  ships  astern*  They  Were:  perceived  again  on  the  thir* 
to^nth  at.  a  coiMiiderable  distance,  and  pursued  till  tbe 
evening.  In  the  morning  of  the  fottrteeiith,  twenty  sail  of 
thsm  were  seen  distinctly,  and  Lestockiwuh  bis  division 
had  gained  ground  of  them  considerably  by  noon  ;  but 
admiral  Matthews  displayed  tbs  signal  iot  leaving  off  chase, 
and  bore  ayray  for  Port  Mation,  to. (repair  the  damsge  he 
had  suatavl«)d.  Meanwhile  .l(he  combined  squadrons  con- 
ja«tted  thntr  course  towards  the  iroast  of  Spain.  M-  de 
Court,  with  hts  division,  anthored  ih  the  road  of.  Alicant; 
and  Don  Navarro  sailed  into  thei  harbour  of  Carthagena« 
Adnural  Matthews,  on  his  arrival  at  .Mtnorc%  accused 
Lestock  of  having  misbehaved  .on  tbe  da^r  o£  action ;  si»s«r 
pemted  him  from  bis  oAee^.and  sent  him  prisoner  to  £ng- 
Aand,  m^here,  in  his  ti»i^,he  accuseid  hit  accnaer/  Long 
before  thit  engagement^ ttbese  two  o&c^r$l  had  expressed  the 
a»ost  virulent  resentment,  against. eaoh 'Other.  *  Matthevrs 
was  bruve,.  open,  and  undisguised ;  hu^  proud,-  imperious, 
aftd  : precipitate,  .  Lestpqk  had  jugnalie^ed. his  courage  on 
many  occasions,  and, 'perfectly'  understood  ^t  whole  diapv* 
pline  of  the  naVy ;  but  he  was.cool,  tunxMing,  ttndi:  viindkH 
tive* .  'He  had  been,  ti^^atod  sut^er^^iliouaty  t^/^Matthewfl^ 
asKt  in  jrevenge  t^yok  advantsge  of.  his  errom  soiilpreci^itar 
tion*  To  gratify  thtsipassipn  he  bcAi^yed  the  interest  and 
glory  of  his  country;  *fot'it  ifc  HQt  toibe^datubted,/  bvkt  that 
he  might  have  tastieiMp'  in  tim^iU)  ei|^ig^  ;irai)d^-  ia  that 
case,  the  fleets  of  ^S'Jianoe  a^pd  Spain  would  in  att  lihsUhood 
have  been  destroyed  ^  but  he  imcenlthedihimsjiK  within  the 
punjQtilios  of  discip^ncyand  saTf  with  pleasure  his  iaatagoniH 
exppse  himself  to*  the  ha^rd  of  .death,  minfand'disgrace^ 
Matthews  himself,  in. the  seguel,  sacrificed-  lus  duty,:to  his 
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rcBcntmaitf   in*  rettmining  Lettocfc  H^m  purtitmg  asd 
attacking  the  comUaed  squadrons  on  the  third  day  after 
the  engagtmcntf  when  thty  appeared  disabled,  and  in  mani- 
fest disorder^  and  would  have  fatten  an  easy  prey,,  had  th«y 
been  vigafously  attacked*     One  ean  hardly^  wiihont  ind%- 
nation,  reflect  upon  these  instances,  in  which  a  conmianity 
has  so  seyerely  suffered  from  the  personal  animosity  of 
Individnals.     The  mncarriage  off  Toulon  became  the  sub- 
ject of  a  pai^iametttary  inqniiy  in  Enghmd.   The  cenmona^ 
hi  an  addrem  to  die  thuone,  desired  that  a  court  mardni 
might  be  appointed  to  tfy  the  delinquents.     By  this  tiHie 
Lestock  had  accused  Matthews,  and  all  the  captaiim  of  Us 
division  who  misbehatp^  on  the  day  of  battle*     The  court 
martial  was  censtitnted,  and  proceeded  to  trial.     Several 
commanders  of  ships  were  cashiered :  vice-admiral  Lestoefc 
was  honouraUy  acquitted  ;  and  admiral  Matthews  rendered 
incapable  of  serving  for  the  future  in  his  mafesty's  navy. 
All  die  world  knew  that  Lestock  kept  aloofv^and  that 
Matthews  rushed  into  the  hottest  palt  of  the  Uttgagemeat. 
Yet  the  former  triumphed  on  bis  trials  and  the  latter  nar- 
rowly escaped  the  sentence  of  death  for  cowardice  and 
mtscooduct.     Such  decisions  are  not  to  be  accoimted  for, 
except  from  prejudice  and  faction* 

4  IX.  The  war  ia  Germany,  which  had  been  almost 
eatiuguished  in  the  last  campaign^  began  to  revive,  and 
raged  with  redoubled  vMevice.  The  emperor  had  solicited 
the  mediacioo  of  his  Britattoie  majesty,  for  c^mpromisittg 
the  diffierences  between  him  and  the  court  of  Vienai. 
Prince  Williakn  ttf  Hesse  Cassel  had  confiirred  with  the 
king  of  EnglslAd  on  this-  subject;  and  a  negottatfon  was 
begun  at  Hanao.  The  empetxir  oKred  m  dismiss  the 
French  auxiliaries^  provided  the  Austrians  would  evacuate 
Ms  hereditary  dominions.  Nsy,  prince  William  and  kud 
Carteret,  as  {deoipeteAliliri^s,  actualfy  agreed  to  prelimt^ 
liaries,  by  mhUM  his  IiApevlai  majesty  engaged  to  rencimce 
the  aHianea  of  Franee,  abd  throw  himself  into  she^anu  of 
the  mavitlme  powers  i  to  t€sfgh  M  pretensions  to  Ac  s<is^ 
cession  of  die  house  of  AcMria :  and  to  teriv^  the  veta^ef 
Bohemia  in  the  electoml  obllsge,  on  coMition  of  |tis  being 
reestablished  in  the  foss^ssion  0f4lis  dominions,  recc^gnifesd 
as  emperor  by  the  4|tteeb  of  Hungary,  and  accomUftodated 
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wicfa  a  mootMy  ^absidy  for  his  maiotenance^  as  his  own 
territoriea  were  exhausted  and  impoTerished  by  die  war« 
By  a  separate  article,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  promised  to 
famish  him  with  three  hundred  thousand  crowns,  and  to 
interpose  his  good  offices  with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  that 
hta  electoral  dominions  should  be  favourably  treated*  These 
preliminaries,  though  settled,  were  not  signed*  The  court 
of  Vienna  was  unwilling  to  part  with  their  conquests  in 
Bavaria  and  the  Upper  Palatinate*  The  queen  trusted  too 
much  to  the  valour  of  her  troops,  and  the  wealth  of  her 
allies,  to  listen  to  such  terms  of  accommodation ;  and  what- 
ever arguments  were  used  with  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
eenain  it  is  the  negotiation  was  dropped,  on  pretence  that 
the  articles  were  disapproved  by  the  ministry  of  England* 
The  emperor,  environed  with  distress,  renewed  his  applica« 
tion  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  and  even  declared  that 
he  would  refer  his  cause  to  the  determination  of  the  mari* 
time  powers ;  but  all  his  advances  were  discountenanced : 
and  the  treaty  of  Worms  dispelled  all  hope  of  acoommoda* 
tion*  In  this  manner  did  the  British  ministry  reject  the 
fairest  opportunity  lliat  could  possibly  occur  bf  temunating 
the  war  in  Germany  with  honour  and  advantage,  and  of 
freeing  their  country  from  that  insuiferaUe  burden  of 
expense  under  which  she  groaned* 

§  X*  The  inflexibility  of  the  house  of  Austria,  and  its 
chief  ally,  proved  serviceable  to  the  emperor*  The  foriom 
situation  of  this  unfortunate  prince  excited  the  compassion 
of  divers  pritices :  they  resented  the  insolence  with  which 
the  head  of  the  empire  had  been  treated  by  the  court  of 
Vienna ;  atid  they  were  alarmed  at  the  increasing  power  of 
a  fatiuly  noted  for  pride,  tyranny,  and  ambition*  These 
considerations  gave  rise  to  the  treaty  of  Franckfert,  con- 
cluded in  May  between  the  emperor,  the  king  of  Prussb, 
the  king  of  Sweden  as  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  sod  the 
elector  palatine*  They  engaged  «o  preserve  the  constitution 
of  the  empire^  according  to  the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  and  to 
support  the  emperor  in  his  rank  and  dignity*  They  agreed 
to  employ  their  good  offces  with  the  queen  of  Hungary, 
that  she  might  be  induced  to  acknowledge  the  emperor,  to 
restore  his  hereditary  donunions,  and  give  op  the  archives 
of  the  empire  that  were  in  her  possession*     They  guaran- 
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teed  to  each  other  their  respective  territoriea  :  the  tlispates 
about  the  succession  of  the  late  emperor  they  referred  to 
the  decision  of  the  states  of  the  empire ;  they  promised  to 
assist  one  another  in  case  of  being  attacked ;   and  they 
invited  the  king  of  Poland,  the  elector  of  Cologii,  and  the 
bishop  of  Liege,  to  accede  to  this  treaty.     Such  was  the 
confederacy  diat  broke  all  -the  measures  which  had  been 
concerted  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Hun* 
garinn  majeaty,  for  the  operations  of  the  campaigiK     In  the 
mean  time,  the  French  king  declared  war  against  this  prin* 
cess,  on  pretence  that  she  was  obstinately  deaf  to  all  terms 
of  accommodation,  and  determined  to  carry  the  wwr  into,  the 
territories  of  France.     In  her  counter  declaration  she.laxied 
Lewis  with  having  infringed  the  most  solemn  engligement, 
with  respect  to  the  pragmatic  sanction ;  with  having  ajnriced 
up  different  pretenders,  to  lay  claim  to  the  succession  of  the 
late  emperor;  with  having  endeavoured  to  instigate  the 
common  enemy  of  christendon  against  her;  and  with  having 
acted   thft  incendiary   in   the  north  of  Europe,  that  the 
czarina  might  be  prevented  from  assisting  the  house  of 
Austria,  while  his  numerous  armies  overspread  the  empire 
and  desolated  her  hereditary  countries.     These  reerimina- 
tions  were  literally  true.     The  houses  of  Bourbon  and 
Austria  have,  for  many  centuries,  been  the  common  dis- 
turbers and  plagues  of  Europe. 

§  XI.  The  king  of  France,  though  in  himself  paciic 
^and  unenterprising,  was  stimulated  by  his  ministry  to  taste 
the  g^ory  of  conquest  ki  the  Netherlands,  where  he  bad 
assembled  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
men,  provided  with  a  very  formidable  train  of  artillery. 
The  chief  command  was  vested  in  the  marescbal  count  de 
Saxe,  who  possessed  great  military  talents,  and  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  fortunate  generals  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived.     The  allied  forces,  conusting  of  English,  Hano- 
verians, Dutch,  and  Austrians,  to  the  number  of  sevenqr 
tfaouaand  effisctive  men,  were  in  the  month  of  May  assem- 
bled in  the  .neighbourhood  of- Brussels,  from  whence  they 
marched  towavds  Oudenarde,  and  posted  themselves,  bebtad 
the  Schelde,  being  unaUe  to  retard  the  progress  of  the 
enemy*     The  French  monairch,  attended  by  his  favourite 
ladies,  -with  all  the  pomp  of  eastern  luxury,  arrived  at  Liak 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


1744.  ««»^E «  527 

on  the  twelidi  day  of  the  same  month ;  and  in  the  adyaeent 
plai|i  reviewed  his  army.  The  states  general,  alarmed  at 
his  prefMurations,  had,  in  a  conference  with  his  ambassador 
at  the  Hague,  expressed  their  apprehensions,  Mid  entreated  '- 
bis  most  christian  majesty  would  desist  from  his  design  of 
attacking  their  barrier.  Their  remonstrances  having  proved 
ineffiectnal,  they  now  sent  a  minister  to  wait  upon  that  mon- 
arch, to  enforce  their  former  representations,  and  repeat 
their  entreaties :  but  no  regard  was  paid  to  his  request* 
The  French  king  tc3d  him,  he  was  determined  to  prosecute 
the  war'  with  vigour,  as  his  moderation  hitherto  had  served 
to  no  other  purpose  but  that  of  rendering  his  enemies  more 
intractable.  Accordingly,  his  troops  invested  Menin, 
which  was  in  seven  days  surrendered  upon  capitulation. 
Ypress,  fort  Knocke,  and  Fumes,  underwent  the  same  fate  ; 
and  on  the  twenty^ninth  day  of  June  the  kmg  of  France 
entered  Dunkirk  in  triumph.  , 

$  XII*  He  had  taken  such  precautions  for  the  defence 
of  Alsace,  which  was  guarded  by  considerable  armies  under 
the  command  of  Coigni  and  Seckendorf,  that  he  thought  he 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Austrians  in  that  quarter ; 
besides,  he  had  received  secret  assurances  that  the  king  of 
Prussia  would  declare  for  Jtbe  emperor ;  so  that  he  resolved 
to  pursue  his  conquests  in  the  Netherlands.  But  ,all  his 
measures  were  defeated  by  the  activity  of  prince  Charles  of 
Lorraine,  and  his  officers,  who  found  means  to  pass  the 
Rhine,  and  oblige  the  French  and  Bavarian  generals  to 
retire  to  Lampertheim,  that  they  might  cover  Strasburgh.. 
The  Austrians  made  themselves  masters  of  Haguenau  and 
Saveme :  they  secured  the  passes  of  Lorraine  ;•  and  laid  all 
the  country  ol  Lower  Akace  under  contribution^  The 
king  of  France  was  no  sooner  apprised  of  the  prince's 
having  passed  the  Rhine,  and  penetrated  into  this  province, 
than  he  sent  off  a  detachment  of  thirty  thousand  men  from 
his  army  in  Flanders  to  retnf<[^rc^  that  under  the  mareschal 
de  Coigni;  and  he  himself  began  his  journey- from  the 
Rhine,  that  he  might  in  person  check  the  progress  of  the 
enemy :  bnt  ihis  design  was  anticipated  by  a  severe  distem- 
per that  overtook  him  at  JMentz  in  Lorraine.  The  physi- 
cians despaired  of  his  iife*.  The  queen,  with  .her  children, 
and  all  the  princea  of.  the  blood,  hastened  from  Versailles 
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to  pajr  the  last  duties  to  their  dying  sovereign,  who,  as  a 
true  penitent,  dismissed  his  concubines,  and  began  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  death :  yet  the  strength  of  his  coosutution 
triumphed  over  the  fever,  and  his  recovery  was  celehrated 
all  over  his  dominions  with  uncommon  nsarks  of  joy  and 
atifection. 

$  XIIL  In  the  mean  time  the  schemes  of  the  Austrian  . 
general  were  frustrated  by  the  king  of  Prussia,  who,  in  the 
month  of  August,  entered  the  electorate  of  Saxony,  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  army*     There  he  declared,  in  a  puUic 
manifesto,  that  his  aims  were  only  to  reestablish  the  peace 
of  the  empire,  and  to  support  the  dignity  of  its  head*     He 
assured  the  inhabitants  that  they  might  depend  upon  his 
protection,  in  case  they  should  remain  quiet;  but  threatened 
them  with  fire  and  sword  should  they  presume  to  oppose 
his  arms.     In  a  rescript,  addressed  to  his  ministers  at 
foreign  courts,  he  accused  the  queen  of  Hungary  of  obsti- 
nacy, in  refusing  to  acknowledge  the  emperor,  and  restore 
his  hereditary  dominions :  he  said,  he  had  engaged  in  the 
league  of  Franckfort,  to  hinder  the  head  of  theeoipire from 
being  oppressed :  that  he  had  no  intention  to  violate  the 
peace  of  Breslau,  or  enter  as  a  principal  into  this  war:  he 
affirmed,  diat  his  design  was  to  act  as  auxiliary  to  the  empe- 
ror, and  establish  the  quiet  of  Germany.     He  penetrated 
into   Bohemia  and  undertook  the   siege  of  Prague,  the 
governor  of  which  surrendered  himself  and  his  garrison 
prisoners  of  war  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  September.     He 
afterwards  reduced  Tabor,  Bodweis,  and  Teyn,  and  in  a 
word   subdued   the    greatest   part   of  the  kingdom;  the 
Austrian  foixes  in  that  country  being  in  no  condidon  to 
stop  his  progress.     Nevertheless,  he  was  soon  obliged  to 
relinquish  his  conquests.     Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  was 
recalled  from  Alsace,  and  repassed  die  Rhine  in  the  Isce 
of  the   French  army,  commandied  by  the  mareschals  de 
Coigni,  Noallles,  and  Belleisle.     Then  he  marched  to  the 
Danube,  laid  the  Upper  Palatinate  under  contribiition,  and 
entering  Bohemia,  joined  the  troops  under  Bathiani  at 
Merotitz.     The  king  of  Polaad,  elector  of  Saxony,  at  this 
juncture,  declared  in  favour  of  her  Hnngaiian  majesty.   A 
convention  for  the  mutual  guarantee  of  their  dcminions  had 
been  signed  between  thosie  two  powrers  in  Deoemberi  iad 
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now  prince  Charles  of  Lorrame  was  reinforced  by  twenty 
tbeutand  Saxon  troops,  uader  the  conduct  of  the  duke  of 
Saxe  WessenfeU.  The  combined  army  was  superior  to 
that  of  his  Prussian  ms^esty^whom  they  resolved  to  engage* 
But  he  retired  before  them,  and  havmg  evacuated  all  the 
places  he  had  garrisoned  in  Bohemia,  retreated  with  pre^ 
cipitation  into  Silesia*  There  bis  troops  were  put  into 
winter  quarters;  aad  he  himself  returned  to  Berlin, 
extremely  mortified  at  the  issue  of  the  campugn. 

^  XIV*  During  these  transactians,  count  Seckendorf 
marched  into  Bavaria,  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army,  drove 
the  Austrtans  out  of  that  electorate,  and  the  emperor 
regained  possesaion  of  Munich,  his  capital,  on  the  twenty- 
seoond  day  of  October*  In  August  the  French  army 
passed  the  Rhine  at  fort  Lewis,  and  invested  the  strcmg 
and  important  city  of  Fribourg,  defended  by  general  Dem^ 
nilz,  at  the  head  of  nine  thousand  veterans.  The  king 
of  France  arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Octo* 
ber ;  and  the  siege  was  carried  on  with  unccHnmon  vigour. 
The  Austrian  governor  made  incredible  efforts  in  the 
defence  of  the  place,  which  he  maintained  until  it  was  redu« 
ced  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  one  half  of  the  garrisoii 
destroyed.  At  lengA,  however,  they  were  obliged  to  sur- 
render themselves  prisoners  of  war,  after  the  trenches  had 
been  open  iive-and-forty  days,  during  which  they  had  kille4 
above  fifteen  thousand  of  the  besiegers.  With  this  con- 
quest the  French  king  closed  the  campaign,  and  his  army 
was  cantoned  along  the  Rhine,  under  die  inspection  of  the 
count  de  MaiUebois*  By  the  detachments  drawn  from  the 
French  army  in  Flanders,  count  Saxe  had  found  himself 
considerably  weaker  than  the  confederates  e  he  .threw  up 
strong  entrenchments  behind  the  Lys,  where  he  remained 
on  the  defensive,  until  be  was  reinforced  by  the  count  de 
Clermont,  who  commanded  a  separate  body  on  the  side  of 
Newport.  The  allies,  to  the  number  of  seventy  thousand^ 
passed  the  Schelde,  and  advanced  towards  Helchin :  but 
the  enemy  being  so  advantageously  posted,  that  they  could 
not  attack  him  with  any  prospect  of  advantage,  they  filed 
on  in  sight  of  Tournay ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  August 
encamped  in  the  plains  of  Lisle,  in  hope  of  drawing  count 
Saxe  from  the  situation  in  which  he  was -so  stronger  forti- 
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fied.  Here  they  foraged  for  sereral  days,  and  laid  the 
open  country  under  contribution :  however,  they  made  no 
attempt  on  the  place  itself,  which  in  all  probability  woold 
have  fallen  into  their  hands  had  they  invested  it  at  their 
first  approach ;  for  then  there  was  no  other  garrison  but 
two  or  three  battallions  of  militia :  but  count  Saxe  soon 
threw  in  a  considerable  reinforcement.  The  allies  were 
unpl-ovided  with  a  train  of  battering  cannon ;  and  their 
commanders  would  not  deviate  from  the  usual  form  of  war. 
Besides^  they  were  divided  in  their  opinions,  and  despised 
one  another.  General  Wade,  who  commanded  the  Eng- 
lish and  Hanoverians,  was  a  vain,  we;ik  man,  without  con- 
fidence, weight,  or  authority;  and  the  Austrian  general, 
the  duke  d^Arcmburg,  was  a  proud,  rapacious  glutton, 
devoid  of  talents  and  sentiment*  After  having  remained 
for  some  time  in  sight  of  Usle,  and  made  a  general  forage 
without  molestation,  they  retired  to  their  former  camp  on 
the  Schelde,  from  whence  they  soon  marched  into  winter 
quarters.  Count  Saxe  at  length  qukted  his  lines ;  and  by 
way  of  retaliation  sent  out  detachments  to  ravage  the  Low 
Countries,  to  the  very  gates  of  Ghent  and  Bruges.  The 
conduct  of  the  allied  generals  was  severely  censured  in 
England,  and  ridiculed  in  France,  not  only  in  private  con- 
versation but  also  on  their  public  theatres,  where  it  became 
the  subject  of  farces  and  pantomimes* 

$  XV.  The  campaign  in  Italy  produced  divers  vicissi- 
tudes of  fortune.  The  king  of  Naples  having  assembled 
an  army  joined  count  Gages,  and  published  a  manifesto  in 
vindication  of  his  conduct,  which  was  a  direct  violation  of 
the  neutrality  he  had  promised  to  observe.  He  iQaintained, 
that  his  moderation,  had  been  undervalued  by  the  courts  of 
London  and  Vienna:  that  his  frontiers  were  threatened 
with  the  calamities  of  war ;  and  that  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary made  no  secret  of  her  intention  to  invade  his 
dominions.  This  charge  was  not  without  foundation. 
The  emissaries  of  the  house  of  Austria  endeavoured  to 
excite  a  rebellion  in  Naples,  which  prince  Lobkowitz  bad 
orders  to  favour  by  an  invasion*  This  general  was  en- 
camped at  Montt^  Rotundo  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome, 
when,  in  the  month  of  June,  the  confederates  advanced  to 
Velietri.     While  the  two  armies  remained  in  sight  of  each 
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Other,  prince  Lobkowitz  detached  a  strong  body  of  forces^ 
under  count  Soro  and  general  Gorani,  who  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  the  province  of  Abruzzo,  and ,  took  the  city  of 
Aquilla,  where  they  distributed  a  manifesto,  in  which  the 
queen  of  Hungary  exhorted  the  Neapolitans  to  shake  off, 
the  Spanish  yoke,  and  submit  again  to  the  house  of  Austria. 
This  step,  however,  produced  little  or  no  ^effect;  and  the 
Austri^uB  detachment  retired  at  the  approach  of  the  duke 
of  VieuviUe,  with  a  superior  number  of  forces.  In  Au- 
gust, count  Brown,  at  the  head  of  an  Austrian  detachment, 
surprised  Velletri  in  the  night;  and  the  king  of  the  two' 
Sicilies,  with  the  duke  of  Modena,  were  in  the  utmost  dan- 
ger of  being  taken*  They  escaped  by  a  postern  with  great 
difficulty,  and  repiured  to  the  quarters  of  count  Gages,  who 
performed  the  part  of  a  great  general  on  this  occasison. 
He  rallied  the  fugitives,  dispelled  the  panic  and  confusion 
which  had  begun  to  prevail  in  his  camp,  and  made  a  dispo- 
sition for  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  Austrians.  Count 
BrowQi  finding  himself  in  danger  of  being  surrounded, 
thought  proper  to  secure  his  retreat,  which  he  effected 
with  great  art  and  gallaatry,  csirrybg  off  a  prodigious 
booty.  Three  thousand  Spaniards  are  said  to  have  fallen 
in  this  action ;  and  eight  hundred  men  were  taken  with 
some  standards  and  colours*  Count  Mariani,  a  Neapoli- 
tan general,  was  among  the  prisoners.  The  Austrians 
lost  about  six  hundred  men ;  and  general  Novati  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy :  but  the  exploit  produced  no  con- 
seqfience  of  importance.  The  heats  of  Autumn  proved 
so  fatal  to  the  Austrians,  who  were  not  accustomed  to 
the  climate,  that  prince  Lobkowitz  saw  his  army  moulder- 
ing away,  without  any  possibility  of  its  being  recruited : 
besides  the  country  was  so  drained  that  be  could  no  longer 
procure  subsistence.  Impelled  by  these  considerations,  he 
meditated  a  retreat. :  On  the  eleventh  day  of  November, 
he  decamped  from  Faiola,  marched  under  the  walls  of 
Rome,  passed  the  Tiber  at  Ponte  MoUe,  formerly  known 
by  the  name  of  Pons  Milvius,  which  he  had  just  time  to 
break  down  behind  him,  when  the  vanguard  of  the  Spa- 
niards and  Neapolitans  appeared.  Part  of  his  rearguard^ 
however,  was  taken,  with  count  Soro  who  commanded  it, 
atNocera;  and  his  army  suffered   greatly  by  desertion. 
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Nevertheless,  he  continued  his  retreat  with  equal  ekxll  and 
expedition,  passed  the  mountains  of  Guibio,  and  foy  the 
way  of  Viterbo  reached  the  Bolognese.  The  pope  was 
altogether  passive.  In  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  he 
had  caressed  Lobkowitz ;  and  now  he  received  the  kingctf 
the  two  Srcilks  with  tharks  of  the  warmest  aflPectiOfi*  That 
prince  haviftg  visited  the^chief  curiosities  of  Rome,  returned 
to  Naples,  leaving  part  of  his  troops  under,  the  oottimand 
of  count  Gages. 

^  XVI.  Fortune  likewise  favoured   his  brother  don 
Philip,  in  Savoy  and  Piedmont.     He  was,  early  in  the  sea- 
son, jorned  at  Antibes  by  the  French  army,  under  the  coa- 
duct  of  the  prince  of  Conti.     In  the  latter  end  of  March, 
the  combined  forces  passed  the  Var,  reduced  the  castle  of 
Aspremont,  And  entered  the  city  of  Nice,  without  opposi- 
tion.    In  April,  they  attacked  the  king  of  Sardinia,  who, 
with   twenty    thousand    men,    was' '  strongly    entretiched 
among  the   mountains   at  Vifla  Franca.     The  action  was 
obstinate  and  bloody ;  but  their  numbers  and  perseverance 
prevailed.     He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  posts,  and  em- 
bark on  board  of  tht  British  squadron,  which  transported 
him  and  his  troops  to  Vado.    Tlie  intemion  of  Don  Philip 
was  to  penetrate  through  the  tetYitoriea  of  Genoa  into  the 
Milanese;  but   admiral  Matthews,    who  hovered  with  a 
strong   squadron  on    that    coast,  sent  a  message    to   the 
republic,  declaring,    that   should  the   combined   airmy  be 
suffered  to  pass  through  her  dotninions,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  wotild  consider  -such   a  step  as  a  breach  of  their 
tteutralit}%     The    senate,   intimidated  by  thfis  intimation, 
intreated  the  princes   to  desist  from  their  design  and  they 
resolved  to  choose  another  route.     They  defiled  towaids 
Piedmont,  and  assaulted  the  strong  post  of  Chateau  Dan- 
phin£,  defended  by  the  king  of  Sardinia  in  pemom     After 
a  desperate  attack,  iD  which  they  lost  four  thousand  men, 
the  place  was  taken  :  the  garrison  of  Demont  autvendered 
at  discretion,  and  the   whole   eonntry  of  Piedmont  was 
laid  under  a, contribution.     His  Sardinfian  mnjeflfty  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  hazard  a  battle;  and,  iherefbre,  posted 
liifflself  at  Saluzzes,  in   order  to  cover  his  oapilsd.     Tkt 
•Combined  army  advtmced  to  the  strong  anil  important  town 
of  Coniy  which  wt»  invested  in  the  beginning  tf  Stpumher, 
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Bafon  Leuimm  the  goveitior  niftdb  an  utaliAate  defieftce^ 
and  the  Bituactoii  of  the  place  was  euch  as  rendered  the 
ftiege  diiicult,  tedious,  and  bloody.  The  Ung  of  Sardinia 
being  reinforced  by  ten  thousand  Aixstrians,  under  general 
Pallavacini,  advanced  to  itt  relief,  and  a  battle  ensued. 
The  action  was  maintained  with  great  vigour  on  both  sides^ 
till  night,  when  his  majesty  finding  it  impracdcable  to  force 
the  enemy's^  intrenchmenta,  retired  in  good  order  to  has 
camp  at  Murasso.  He  afterwards  found  mesms  to  throw 
a  reinforcement  and  supply  of  provisions  into  Coni ;  and 
the  heavy  rains  that  fell  at  this  period,  not  only  retarded^ 
but  even  dispirited  the  besiegers.  Nevertheless,  the 
princes  persiMed  in  their  design,  notwithstanding  a  deardi 
of  provisions,  and  the  approach  of  winter,  till  the  latter  end 
of  November,  when  the  chevalier  de  Soto  entet^d  the  place 
with  six  hundred  fresh  men.  This  incident  was  no  sooner 
known,  than  the  princes  abandoned  their  enterprise ;  and 
leaving  their  sick  and  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the  Pied« 
wiontese,  marched  back  to  Demont.  Having  dismantled 
Ae  fortifications  of  this  place,  they  retreated  with  great 
precipitation  to  Dauphin^,  and  were  dreadfully  harassed 
by  the  Vaudois  and  light  troops  in  the  service  of  his  Sar- 
dinian majesty,  who  now  again  saw  himself  in  possession  of 
Piedmont.  The  French  troops  were  quartered  'in  Dauphin^, 
but  Don  PhiUp  still  maintained  his  footing  in  Savoy,  the 
anhabitants  of  which  he  fleeced  without  mercy. 

§  XVIL  After  the  actkm  at  Toulon,  nothing  of  con- 
sequence was  achieved  by  the  British  squadron  -in  the 
Mediterranean ;  and  indeed  the  naval  power  of  Great 
Britain  was,  during  the  summer,  quite  inactive.  In  the 
month  of  June,  commodore  Anson  returned  from  his 
voyage  of  three  years  and  nine  months,  in  which  he  had 
surrounded  the  terraqueous  globe.  We  have  formerly 
observed,  that  he  sailed  with  a  small  squadron  to  the 
South  Sea,  in  order  to  annoy  the  Spanish'  settlements  of 
Chili  and  Peru.  Two  of  his4arge  ships  having  been 
separated  from  him  in  a  storm  before  he  weathered  Cape 
Horn,  h^d  put  in  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  coast  of  Brasil, 
from  whence  they  returned  to  Europe.  A  frigate  com- 
manded by  captain  Cheap,  was  shipwrecked  on  a  desolate 
isbind  in  the  South  Sea.     Mr.  Anson  having  undergone 
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a  dreadful  tempest,  vhich  dianersed  his  fleet,  suttved  at 
the  island  of.  JuaQ  Fernandez,  ivhere  he  was  joined  by  the 
Gloucester,  a  ship  of  the  line,  a  sloop,  and  a  pink  loaded 
with  provisions/  The&e  were  th?  remaih«  of  his  squadron. 
He  made. prize  of  several  viessels;  took  and  burned  the 
litde  town  of  Pay ta ;  set  sail  from  the  coast  of  Mexico, 
£>r  the  Philippine  Isles:  and  in  this  passage  the  Glou- 
cester was  abandoned  and  sunk ;  the  other  vessels  had  been 
destroyed  for  want  of  men  to  navigate  them^  so  that  noth- 
ing now  remained  but  the  commodore's  own  ship,  the 
Centurion,  and  that  but  very  indifferently  manned ;  for  the 
crews  had  been  horribly  thinned  by  sickness.  Incredible 
were  the  hardships  and  misery  they  sustained  from  the 
shattered  condition  of  the  ships,  and  the  scorbutic  disorder, 
when  they  leached  the  plentiful  island  of  Tinian,  where 
they  were  supplied  with  the  necessar)'  refreshments*  Thence 
they  prosecuted  their  voyage  to.  ihe  river  of  Canton  in  China, 
where  the  commodore  ordered  the, ship  to  be  sheathed,  and 
found  means  to  procure  a  reinforcement  of  sailors.  The 
chief  object  of  his  attention  w&s  the  rich  annual  ship  that 
sails  between  Acapulco  in  Mexico,  and  Manilla,  one  of  the 
Philippine  islands.  lu  hopes  of  intercepting  her,  he  set 
sail  from  Canton,  and  steered  his  course  back  to  the  straiu 
of  Manilla,  where  she  actually  fell  into  his  hands,  after  a 
short  but  vigorous  engagenuent.  The  prize  was  called 
Neustra  Signora  dc  Cabodonga,  mounted  with  forty  guns, 
manned  with  six  hundred  sailors,  and  loaded  with  treasure 
and  effects  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  and  thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling:  with  tbis  windfall,  he  returned  to 
Canton,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  prosecuted  his  voyage -to  England,  where  he 
arrived  in  safety.  Though  this  fortunate  commander 
enriched  himself  by  an  occurrence  that  may  be  termed 
almost  accidental,  the  British  nation  was  not  indemnified 
for  the  expense  of  the  expedition ;  and  the  original  design 
was  entirely  defeated.  Had  the  Manilla  ship  escaped  the 
vigilance  of  the  English  commodore,  he  might  have  been, 
at  his  return  to  England,  laid  aside  as  a  superannuated 
captain,  and  died  in  obscurity:  but  his  great  wealth  invest- 
ed him  with  considerable  influence,  and  added  lustre  to 
his  talents.     He  soon  became  the  oracle  which  was  con- 
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suited  in  all  naval  deliberations  t  and  the  Uag  raised  him- 
to  the  dignity  of  a  peerage.  In  July,  sir  John  Balchen^ 
an  admiral  of  approved  valour  and  great  esperience,  sailed 
from  Spithead  with  a  strong  squadron,  in  quest  of  an 
opportunity  to  attack  the  French  fteet  at  Brest,  under  the 
command  of  M.  de  Rochambault.  In  the  bay  of  Biscay 
he  was  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm,  that  dispersed  the 
ships,  and  drove  them  up  the  English  channel*  Admiral 
Stewart,  with  the  greater  part  of  them,  arrived  at  Plymoujdi  9 
but  sir  John  Balchen's  own  ship,  the  Victory,  which  was 
counted  the  most  beautiful  first  rate  in  the  world,  foundered 
at  sea;  and  this  brave  commander  perished,  with  all  his 
officers,  volunteers,  and  crew,  amounting  to  eleven  hundred 
choice  seamen.  On  the  fourth  day  of  October,  after  the 
siege  of  Fribourg,  the  marshal  duke  de  BeUeisle,  and  his 
brother,  happened,  in  their  way  to  Berlin,  to  halt  at  a  vil- 
lage  in  the  forest  of  Hartz,  dependent  on  the  electorate  of 
Hanover.  There  they  were  apprehended  by  the  bailiff  of 
the  place,  and  conducted  as  prisoners  to  G^terode;  from 
tvhence-  they  were  removed  to  Stade  on  the  Elbe,  where 
they  embarked  for  England.  They  resided  at  Windsor 
till  the  following  year,  when  they  were  allowed  the  benefit 
of  the  cartel  which  had  been  established  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  at  Frauckfort,  and  released  accord* 
ingly,  after  they  hiid  been  treated  by  the  British  nobility 
with  that  respect  and  hospitality  which  was  due  to  their 
rank  and  merit.' 

§  XVIII.  The  dissensions  in  the  British  cabinet  were 
now  ripened  into  another  revolution  in  the  ministiy.  Lord 
Carteret  who  was  by  this  time  earl  Granville  in  consequence 
of,  his  mother's  death,  had  engrossed  the  royal  favour  so 

much  that  the  duke  of  N ^  and  his  brother  are  said  to 

hs^ve  taken  umbrage  at  his  influence  and  greatness.  He 
had  incurred  the  resentment  of  those  who  were  distinguish- 
ed by  the  appellation  of  patriots,  and  entirely  forfeited  his 
popularity.  The  two  brothers  were  very  powerful  by  their 
parliamentary  interest :  they  knew  their  own  strength,  and 
engaged  in  a  political  alliance  with  the  leading  men  in  the 

i  Mr.  Pope,  the  celebrated  poet,  died  in  tbe  month  of  June.  In  October,  the 
old  dntchcRB  of  Marlborough  resisted  her  breath,  in  the  ei^ty-fitlh  year  of  her 
•ge  ;  immensely  rich,  and  very  little  regretted,  eitlier  b}  htn*  own  family,  or  the 
-world  m  general. 
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o^ipoajtioiif  8g»inflt  tKe  prime  ininl«ter  and  his  measures. 
This  coalilioD  was  dignified  with  the  epithet  of  ^^  The  Broad 
^  BottoiD,"  as  if  it  had  been  established  on  a  true  consti- 
tiitional  foundation^  cooprebeoding  individuals  of  every 
class,  without  distittctioa  of  party.     The  appellation,  how- 
ever, which   they  assumed  was  afterwards  converted  into 
a  term  of  derision^      The  earl  of  Granville   perceiving 
the  gathering  stormii.  and   forseeing  the   impossibility  of 
withstanding,  such    aa   opposition    in    parlianaent, .  wisely 
avoided  the  impending  dan^r  and  disgrace,  by  a  vohmtary 
resignation  of  his  employmants*     The  earl  of  Harringtcn 
succeeded  him  as  secretary  of  state*     The  duke  of  Bedford 
was  appointed  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  earl  of 
Chesterfield  declared  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.    The  lords 
Gower  and  Cobham  were  reestablished  in  the  offices  they 
had  resigned :  Mr.  Lytdeton  was  admitted  as  a  conunis- 
aioner  of  the  treasury ;  even  sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  accepted 
of  a  place  at  court ;  and  sir  John  Phillips  sat  at  the  board 
of  trade  and  plantations^  though  he  soon  renounced  this 
employment.     This  was  rather  a  change  of  men  than  of 
measures,  and  turned  out  to  the  ease  and  advantage  of  (he 
sovereign ;  for  his  views  were  no  longer  thwarted  by  an 
obstioa&r  opposition  in  parliament.     The  session  wa&  open* 
ed  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  usual 
manner.     The  commons  unanimously  granted   about  six 
millions  and  an  half  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  to 
be  raised  by  the  land,  the  malt,  and  the  salt  taxes,  the  sink- 
ing fund,  and  an  additional  duty  on  wines.     In  January, 
the  earl  of  Chesterfield  set  out  for  the  Hague,  with  the 
characH^r  of  ambassador  extia<urdinary,  to  persuade,  if  pos- 
sible, the  states   general   to  engage  heartily  in   the  war. 
About  the  same  time,  a  treaty  of  quadruple  alliance  was 
aigned  at  Warsaw,  by  the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  king  of 
Poland,   and   the  maritime  powers.     This  was  a  mutual 
guarantee  of  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  contracting 
parties :  but  his  Polish  majesty  was  paid  for  his  concurrence, 
with  an  annual  subsidy  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds,  two-thirds  of  which  were  defrayed  by  England,  and 
the  remainder  was  disbursed  by  the  United  Provinces.*' 

k  Robert  e»ri'of  Oi-fbrd,  late  prime  minister,  died  in  March*  *ft«r  hraf 
for  a  very  tkort  time  enjoyed  a  penaioa  of  four  ihotuand  poaads  {|;ra&ted  b^ 
the  cruwn,  in  con^dcralion  of  his  past  9ei*vlc«9.      Though   pe  ha4  fcr  Mcfc  » 
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$  XIX.  The  business  of  ihe  British  poHsameiit  being 
discussed,  die  session  was  closed  in  the  beginning  of  May  ;* ' 
and,  immediately  after  the  prorogation,  the  king  set  out  for* 
Hanover.  The  death  of  the  emperor  Charles  VII.  which  hap*- 
pened  in  the  month  of  January »  had  entirely  changed  the  face. 
of  aflEairs  in  the  empire,  and  all  the  princes  of  Germany  were 
in  commotion.   The  grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  consort  toher 
Hungarian  majesty,  was  immediately  declared  a  candidate 
£t>r  the  Imperial  crown ;  while  his  pretensions  were  warmly 
opposed  by  the  French  king  and  his  allies.     The  court  of 
Vienna,  taking  advantage  of  tUb  late  emperor's  death,  sent 
mo.  army  to  invade  Bavaria  in  the  month  of  March,  under 
the  conduct  of  general  Bathiani,  who  routed  the  French 
and   palatine  troops   at  Psiffenhoven;  took  possession  of 
Rain ;  surrounded  and  disarmed  six  diousand  Hessians  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ingolstadt ;  and  drove  the  Bavarian 
forces  out  of  the  electorate.  The  young  elector  was  obliged 
to  abandon  hts  capital,*  and  retire  to  Augsburgh,  where  he 
found  himself  in  danger  of  losing  all  his  dominions.  In  this 
emergency,  he  yielded  to  the  earnest  solicitations  of  thm 
empress  his  mother,  enforced  by  the  advice  of  his  uncle, 
the  elector  of  Ccdogn,  and  of  his  general,  count  SeckendorfT, 
who  exhorted  him  to  be  reconciled  to  the  court  of  Vienna. 
A  negotiation  was  immediately  begun  at  Fuesseu,  where, 
in  April,  the  treaty  was  concluded.     The  queen  consented 
to  recognise  the  Imperial  dignity,  as  having  been  vested  in 
the  person  of  his  father ;  to  acknowledge  his  mother  as 
empress  dowager;  to  restore  his  dominions,  "with  all  the 
fortresses,  artillery,  stores,  and  ammunition  which  she  had 
takon :  on  the  other  hand,  he  renounced  all  claim  to  the 
succession  of  her  father,  and  became  guarantee  of  the  prag« 
matic  sanction :  he  acknowledged  the  validity  of  the  elec- 
toral vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  person  of  the  queen ;  and 
engaged  to  give  his  voice  for  the  grand  duke,  at  the  ensuing 
election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans.     Until  that  should  be 
determined,  both  parties  agreed  that  Ingolstadt  should  be 
garrisoned  by  neutral  troops ;  and  that  Braunau  and  Schar* 

]englh  of  time  direeted  the  ajM^itoation  of  tlie  public  treasure,  his  oirciuiutanoM 
were  not  affluent :  he  was  ubei'al  iu  his  dixposition,  and  had  such  a  number 
of  rapacious  deiwndeoti  to  gratifv,  that  little  was  loSt  f<5r  his  own  prWiAe., 
occu5U>ui.  •  An.  1745. 

Vol..  It,  ^  Y  y  y 
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dingeh,  widi  aU  thecouti&tiy  lying  between  the  Inn  and  die 
Saltsa,  should  remain  in  the  queen's  iKMScssion,  though 
without  prejudice  to  the  civil  government^'  or  the  elector'a 
revenue.  In  the  mean  time  he  dismissed  the  auxiliaries 
that  were  in  his  pay^  and  they  were  permitted  to  r^« 
without  molestation. 

$  XX.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  now  secured  the  votes 
of  all  the  electors,  except  those  of  firandenburgh  and  the 
Pidatimite.  Nevertheless,  France  assembled  a  powerful  army 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Franckfort,  in  otder  to  inflncocc 
die  election.  But  the  Austrian  army,  commanded  by  the 
grand  duke  in  person,  marched  thither  from  the  Danube; 
and  the  prince  of  Conti  was  obliged  to  repass  the  Rhine  at 
Nordlingen.  Then  the  great  duke  repaired  to  Franckfoit, 
where  on  the  second  day  of  September,  he  was  by  a  majority 
of  voices  declared  king  of  the  Romans,  and  emperor  of 
Germany.  Meanwhile  the  king  of  Prussia  had  made  great 
progress  in  the  conquest  of  Silesia.  The  campaign  began 
in  January,  when  the  Hungarian  insurgents  were  obliged 
to  retire  into  Moravia.  In  tbe  following  month  the  Frus^ 
sian  general  Lehwald  defeated  a  body  of  twelve  thousand 
Attstrians,  commanded  by  general  Helsrich ;  the  town  of 
Ratiborwas  taken  by  assault;  and  the  king  entered  Silesia, 
'in  May,  at  the  head  of  seventy  thousand  mer.  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine,  being  joined  by  the  duke  of  Saxe-Wes* 
senfels  and  twenty  thousand  Saxons,  penetrated  into  Silesia 
by  the  defiles  of  Landshut;  and  were  attacked  by  his  Prus« 
sian  majesty  in  the  plains  of  Striegan,  near  Friedberg.  Th« 
batde  was  maintained  from  morning  till  noon^  when  the 
Saxons  giving  way,  prince  Charles  was  obliged  to  retire  with 
the  loss  of  twelve  thousand  men,  and  a  great  number  of 
colours,  standards,  and  artillery.  This  vijctor}v  obtained 
on  the  fourth  day  of  June,  complete  as  it  was,  did  not 
prove  decisive ;  for,  though  the  victor  transferred  the  seat 
of  the  war  into  Bohemia,  and  maintained  his  army  by  rais* 
ing  contributions  in  that  countr}',  the  Austrians  resolved  to 
hazard  another  engagement.  Their  nim  was  to  surprise 
him  in  his  camp  at  Sohr,  which  they  attacked  on  the  thir- 
tieth of  September,  at  daybreak,  but  they  met  with  such 
a  warm  reception,  that  notwithstanding  their  repeated  effom 
during  the  space  of  four  hours,  diey  were  repuked  widi 
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coDsiderdUe  damagCf  and  l^etreated  to  Jilremiire,  leaving  fivtt 
thomaad  kiUod  upon  thespot^  besideatwo  thousand  thai  wera 
Hdien^^with  many  staadardfi,  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  lose  of  this  battle  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the 
avarice  of  the  irregulars^  who  having  penetrated  into  iba 
Prasaian  camp,  began  to  pillage  with  great  eageniess,  ipv* 
ing*  the  king  an  opportunity  to  rally  his  disordered  troops 
and  restore  the  battle  :  nevertheless^  they  retired  with  the 
plunder  of  bis  baggage,  including  his  military  €hest«  the 
bficera  of  his  chancery,  his  .own  secretary,  and  all  the 
papers  of  his  cabinet* 

$  XXI.  After  this  action,  his  Prussian  majesty  returned 
to  Berlin,  tod  breathed  nothing  but  peace  and  moderation. 
In  August  he  had  signed  a  convention  with  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  who  became  guarantee  of  his  possessions  in 
Siksia,  as  yielded  by  the  treaty  of  Breslau ;  and  he  promised 
to  vote  for  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany  at  the  election  of  aa 
emperor*  This  was  intended  as  the  basis  of  a  more  general 
Hceommodation.  But  he  ntm  pretended  to  have  received 
undoubted  intelligence,  that  the  king,  of  Poland  arid  the 
queen  of  Hnngary  had  agreed  to  invade  Brandenburgh  with 
^cee  different  armies ;  and  that,  for  this  puipoae,  his  Polish 
aaajesty  had  demanded  of  the  czarina  the  succours  stipulat 
ted  by  treaty  between  the  the  two  crowns.  Alarmed,  or 
;5eemingly  alarmed^,  at  this  information^  he  solicited  the 
maritime  powers  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  and  interpose 
their  good  offices  with  the  court  of  Petersburgh.  Yet,  far 
from  waiting  for  the  result  of  these  remonstrances,  he  made 
a  sudden  irruption  into  Lusatia,  took  possession  of  Gorlitt, 
and  obliged  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  to  retire  before  him 
into  Bohemia*  Then  be  entered  Leipsick,  and  lud  Saxony 
under  contribution.  The  king  of  Poland,  unable  to  resist 
the  torrent,  quitted  his  capital,  and  took  refuge  in  Prague* 
His  troops,  reinforced  by  a  body  of  Austrians,  were  defeated 
at  Pima  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  December ;  and  his  Prua^ 
aian  mi^esty  became  master  of  Dresden  without  further 
opposition.  The  king  of  Poland,  thus  deprived  oi  hia 
hereditary  dominions,  was  fain  to  acquiesce  in  such  terms 
as  the  <;onqueror  thought  proper  to  impose ;  and  the  trea^ 
of  Dresden  was  concluded  uxider  the  mediation  of  his  Bn*- 
teanijc  .majesty.     By  this  convention  the  king  of  Prussia 
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retained  all  the  e6x>tributions  lie  had  leried  iaiSanny ;  aad 
was  entitled  to  a  million  of  Gennan  crowns,  to  be  paid  bf 
bis  Polish  majesty  at  the  next  fair  of  Leipsiek.  He  and  die 
electoi'  palatine  consented  to  acknowledge  the  grandnluke  as 
empen>r  of  Germany ;  and  this  last  confirmed  to  his  Prus- 
sian majesty  certain  privileges  de  mm  evocando^  which  bad 
been  granted  by  the  late  emperor,  with  regard  to  aone  tm- 
ritories  possessed ^y  the  king  of  Prussia,  thoagh  notbdbog- 
ing  to  the  electorate  of  Brandenburgh.  Immediately  after 
the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  the  Prussian  troops  evacuated 
Saxony ;  and  the  peace  of  Germany  was  restored* 

$  XXII.  Thottgh  the  French  king  could  not  prevent 
the  elevation  of  the  grand  duke  to  the  Imperial  throse,  he 
resolved  to  humble  the.  house  of  Austria,  by  making  a  eon- 
quest  of  the  Netherlands.  A  prodigious  army  was  i^ere 
assembled  under  the  auspices  of  maresehal  count  de  Saxe; 
and  his  most  christian  majesty,  with  the  Dauphin^  arriving 
in  the  camp,  they  invested  the  strong  town  of  Toumay  en 
the  thirtieth  day  of  April.  4Che  Dutch  garrison  eonsbtod 
of  eight  thousand  men,  commaWkd  by  the  old  baron  Dortb, 
who  made  a  vigorous  defend*  Iha  duke  of  Cumbeiiand 
assumed  the  chief  command  of  the;,  allied,  army  assembled 
at  fioignies  :  he  was  assisted  ^^vritfa  the  advice  of  the  count 
Kooigteg,  an  Austrian  general^  and  the  prince  of  Waldeck, 
commander  of  the  Dutch  forces.  Their  army  was  gready 
inferior  in  number  to  that  of  the  enemy  ;  nevertheless,  they^ 
resolved  to  march  to  the  relief  of  Tcmmay.  They  accord- 
ingly advanced  to  Leuse  ;  and  on^the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
April  took  post  at  Manlbre,  in  sight  of  the  French  army, 
which  was  encamped  on  an  eminence,*  from  th^  vjUage  of 
Antoine  to  a  large  wood  beyond  ,Vezon,  having  Fontenoy 
in  their  front.  Next  day  was  employed  by  die  allies  in 
driving  the  enemy  from  some  outposts,  andxlearing  the 
defiles  through  which  they  were  obliged  to  advance  to  the 
attack;  while  the  trench  completed  their  batteries,  and 
made  the  most  formidable  preparations  for  their  iMeptioo. 
On  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  the  duke  of  Ciimberiand, 
iiaviag  made  the  proper  dispositions,  began  his  march  to 
the  enemy  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  r  a  brisk  can- 
nonade ensued :  and  about  nine  bpth  arnaes  w^e  en- 
gaged*    Tb^  British  infantipj^  dnove  the  FrMck  .btynnd 
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their  lines;  but  the  left  wsng^faiHng  iti  the  atuck  on  the 
village  of  Fontenoy,  and  the  cavalry  forbearing  to  advance 
OD  the  flanks,  they  measured  back  dieir  ground  with  some 
diflordery  from  the  prodigious  fire  of  the  French  batteries. 
They  rallied,  however,  and  returning  to  the  charge  with 
redoubled  ardour,  repulsed  the  enemy  to  their  camp  with 
great  sdaugbter;  but,  being  wholly  unsupported  by  the 
other  wing,  and  exposed  both  in  front  and  flank  to  a  dread* 
fill  £rir,  which  did  great  execution,  the  duke  was  obliged  to 
saak^*  the  necessary  dispositions  for  a  retreat  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  a£t«moon  ;  and  this  was  eflected  in  tolerable 
ovd^.  The  battle  was  fought  with  great  obstinacy,  and 
Ac  carnage  on  both  sides  was  very  considerable.  The 
allies  lost  aboat  twelve  thousand  men,  including  a  good 
number  of  officers;  among  these  were  lieutenant  general 
Campbell,  andmajor  general  Ponsonby.  The  victory  cost 
<tfae  Freitch  almost  an  equal  number  of  lives;  and  no 
^hononr  was  lost  by  the  vanquished.  Had  the  allies  given 
batde  on  the  preceding  day,  before  the  enemy  had  taken 
their  measures,  and  receiv^  all  their  reinforcements,  they 
might  have  succeeded  in  their  endeavours  to  relieve  Tour- 
nay*.  Although  the  attack- was  generally  adjudged  rash 
and  predpitate,  the  British  and  Hanoverian  troops  fobght 
with  such  intrepidity  and  perseverance,  that  if  they  had 
been  properly  sustained  by  the  Dutch  forces,  and  their 
*flanks  covered  by  the  cavalry,  the  French,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, would  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  their  enterprise, 
l^be  duk^bf  Cumberland  left  his  sick  and  wounded  to  the 
humanity  of  the  victors ;  and  retiring  to  Aeth,  encamped  in 
an  advantageous  situation  at  Lessines.  The  garrison  of 
Toumay,  though  now  deprived  of  all  hope  of  succour, 
maintained  the  place  to  the  twenty-first  day  of  June,  when 
the  governor  obtained  an  honourable  capitulation.  After 
the  conquest  of  this  frontier,  which  was  dismantled,  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  apprehending  the  enemy  had  a  de- 
sign upon  Ghent,  sent  a  detachment  of  four  thousand  men 
to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  that  city  :  but  they  fell  into  an 
ambuscade  at  Pas-du*mele ;  and  were  killed  or  taken, 
except  a  few  dragoons  that  escaped  to  Ostend  :  on  that 
very  night,  which  was  the  twelfth  of  June,  Ghent  was  sur- 
prised by  a  detachment  of  the  French  army*     Then  they 
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invested  Ostend/  which,  thoagh  defended  hy  an  Eiigiidi 
garrison,  and  open  to  the  sea,  was,  after  a  short  seige,  sur- 
rendered  by  ^capitttlation  on  Uie  fourteenth  day  of  AQgast. 
Dendermonde,  Oudenarde,  Newport,  and  Aeslii,  undenwnt 
jthe  same  fate ;  while  the  allied  army  lay  intrencdied  be- 
yond the  canal  of  Antwerp.  The  French  kk^*  having  sob* 
dued  the  greatest  part  of  ^e  Anstrian  NetherbiQda,ret»rnad 
to  Paris,  which  he  entered  in  triumph. 

$  XXIII.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  unpropitiotin  to 
the  queen  of  Hungary  and  the  king  of  Sardinia.  Coimt 
Gag^s  passed  the  Apennines,  and  entered  the  state  of 
Lucca;  from  thence  he  proceeded  by  the  eastern  coast  of 
Genoa  to  Lestride-Levante.  The  junction  of  the  two 
armies  was  thus  accomplished,  and  reinforced  wkh  tea 
thousand  Genoese  :  meanwhile  prince  Lobkowitx  decamp* 
ed  from  Modena  and  took  post  at  Parma ;  but  he  was 
soon  succeeded  by  count  Schuylemberg,  and  sent  to  com« 
mand  the  Austrians  in  Bohemia.  The  Spaniards  attend 
the  Milanese  without  further  opposition*  «•  Count  Gages, 
with  thirty  thousand  men,  took  possession  of  Serravatle  1 
andadvam:ing  towards 'Placentia,  obliged  the  Austrians  to 
retire  under  the  cannon  of  Tortona :  but  when  Don  Philip, 
at  the  head  of  forty  thousand  troops,  made,  himself  master 
of  Acqui,  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  Austrian  general, 
unable  to  stem  the  torrent,  retreated  behind  the  Tanaro. 
The  strong  citadel  of  Tortona  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards, 
who  likewise  reduced  Parma  and  Placentia ;  and  forcing 
the  passage  of  the  Tanaro,  compelled  his  Sardinian  majesty 
to  take  shelter  on  the  other  side  of  the  Po.  Then  Pairia 
was  won  by  scalade ;  and  the  city  of  Milan  submitted  to 
the  infant,  though  the  Austrian  garrison  stiU  maintained 
the  citadel ;  all  Piedmont,  on  both  sides  of  the  Po,  as  f» 
as  Turin,  was  reduced,  and  even  that  capital  threatened 
with  a  siege ;  so  that  by  the  month  of  October  the  terri* 
tories  belonging  to  the  house  of  Austria,  in  Italy,  were 
vrholly  subdued ;  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  stripped  of  all 
his  dominions  :  yet  he  continued  firm  and  true  to  bis 
engagements,  and  deaf  to  all  proposals  of  a  separate 
accomodation. 

§  XXIV,  The  naval  transactions  of  Great  Britafai 
were  in  the  course  of  .this  year  remarkably  spirited,     lo 
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the  Mediterranean,  admiral  Rowley  had  succeeded  Mat- 
thews in  the  command  ;  Savona,  Genoa,  Final,  St.  Remo, 
with    Bastia,   the  capital  of    Corsica,   were  bombarded:* 
several  Spanish  ships  were  taken  :  but  he  could  not  prevent 
the  safe  arrival  of  their  rich  Havannah  squadron  at  Co- 
runna.     Commodore    Barnet,   in  the    East  Indies,   made 
prize  of  several  French  ships,  richly  laden ;  and  commo- 
dore Townshend^  in  the  latitude  of  Martinico,  took  about 
thirty  merchant  ships  belonging  to  the  enemy,  under  con- 
voy of  four  ships  of  waf,  two  of  which   were  destroyed. 
The  English  privateers  likewise  met  with  uncommon  suc- 
cess*    But  the  most  important  achievement  was  the  con- 
quest of  Louisbourg,oA  the  isle  of  Cape  Breton,  in  North 
America  ;  a  place  of  great  consequence,  which  the  French 
had  fortified  at  a  prodigious  expense.     The  scheme  of  re- 
ducing this  fortress  was   planned  in  Boston,  recommended 
by  their  general  assembly,   and  approved  by  his   majesty, 
who  sent  instructions  to  commodore  Warren,  stationed  off 
the  Leeward  Islands,  to  sail  for  the  northern  parts  of  Ame- 
rica,  and  cooperate  with  the  forces  of  New  England  in 
this  expedition.     A  body  of  six  thousand  men  was  formed 
under  the    conduct  of  Mr.  Pepperel,  a  trader  of  Piscata- 
quay,   whose   influence    was    extensive   in   that   country; 
though  he  was  a  man  of  little  or  no  education,  and  utterly 
unacquainted  with  military   operations.       In    April    Mr. 
Warren  arrived  at  Canso  with  ten  ships  of  war ;  and  the 
troops    of  New   England   being  embarked   in   transports^ 
sailed  immediately  for  the  isle  of  Cape  Breton,  where  they 
landed  without  opposition.     The  enemy  abandoned  their 
grand  batter)'',  which  was  detached  from  the  town  :  and  the 
immediate  seizure  of  it  contributed  in  a  good  measure  to 
the  success  of  the  enterprise.     While  the  American  troops 
reinforced  by  eight  hundred  marines,  carried  on  their  ap- 
proaches by  land,  the  squadron  blocked  up  the  place  by 
sea  in  such  a  manner,  that  no  succours  could  be  introduced* 
A    French   ship  of  the   line,   with    some   smaller  vessel* 
destined   for  the   relief  of  the  garrison,   were    intercepted 
and  taken  by  the  British  cruisers  ;  and,  indeed,  the  reduc- 
Mon  of  Louisl)ourg  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  vigilance  and 
activity  of  Mr.  Warren,  one  of  the  bravest  and  best  officers 
in  the  service  of  England.     The  operations  of  the  siege 
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were  wholly  conducted  by  the  engineers  and  officers  who 
commanded  the  British  marines  ;  and  the  Americans  being 
ignorant  of  war^  ^were  contented  to  act  under  their  direc- 
tions. ITie  town  being  considerably  damaged  by  the 
bombs  and  bullets  of  the  besiegers,  and  the  garrison 
despairing  of  relief,  the  governor  capitulated  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  June,  when  the  city  of  Louisbourg,  and  the 
isle  of  Cape  Breton,  were  surrendered  to  his  Britannic 
majesty.  TlTie  garrison  and  inhabitants  engaged  that  they 
would  not  bear  arms  for  twelve  months  against  Great  Bri- 
tain or  her  allies ;  and  being  embarked' in  fourteen  cartel 
ships,  were  transported  to  Rochefort.  In  a  few  days  after 
the  surrender  of  Louisbourg,  two  French  East  India  ships, 
and  another  from  Peru,  laden  with  treasure,  sailed  into  the 
harbour,  on  the  supposition  that  it  still  belonged  to  France, 
and  were  takt^n  by  the  English  squadron. 

§  XXV.  The  news  of  this  conquest  being  transmitted 
to  England,  Mr.  Pepperel  was  preferred  to  the  dignity  of 
a  baronet  of  Great  Britain,  and  congratulatory  addresses 
were  presented  to  the  king  on  the  success  of  his  majesty's 
arms.  The  possession  of  Cape  Breton  was,  doubtless,  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  Great  Britain.  It  not  only  distress- 
ed the  French  in  their  fishery  and  navigation,  but  removed 
■all  fears  of  encroachment  and  rivalship  from  the  English 
fishers  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  It  freed  New  Eng- 
land from  the  terrors  of  a  dangerous  neighbour ;  overawed 
the  Indians  of  that  country  ;  and  secured  the  possession  of 
Acadia  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  The  plan  of  this 
conquest  was  originally  laid  by  Mr.  Auchmuty,  judge 
advocate  of  the  court  of  admiralty  in  New  England.  He 
deiponstrated,  that  the  reduction  of  Cape  Breton  would  put 
the  English  in  sole  possession  of  the  fishery  of  North  Ame- 
rica, which  would  annually  return  to  Great  Britain  twn 
millions  sterling  for  the  manufactures  yearly  shipped  to  the 
plantations  ;  employ  many  thousand  families  that  were 
otherwise  unserviceable  to  the  public;  increase  the  ship- 
ping and  mariners;  extend  navigation?  cut  off  all  commu- 
nication between  France  and  Canada  by  the  river  St  Law- 
rence ;  so  that  Que  beck  would  fall  of  course  into  the  hands 
of  the  English,  who  might  expel  the  French  entirely  from 
America,  opeu  a  correspondence  with  the  remote  Indian;^ 
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and  render  themselves  masters  of  the  profitable  fur  trade,  . 
which  was  now  engrossed  by  the  enemy.  The  natives  of  ( 
New  England  acquired  great  glory  from  the  success  of  this 
emerprize.  Britain,  which  had  in  some  instances  behaved 
like  a  stepmother  to  her  own  colonies,  was  now  convinced 
of  their  importance ;  and  treated  those  as  brethren  whom 
'^he  had  too  long  considered  as  aliens  and  rivals.  Circum- 
stanced as  the  nation  is,  the  legislature  cannot  too  tenderly 
cherish  the  interests  of  the  British  plantations  in  America* 
They  are  inhabited  by  a  brave,  ^ardy,  industrious  people, 
animated  with  an  active  spirit  of  commerce ;  inspired  with 
a  noble  zeal  for  liberty  and  independence.  The  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  clogged  with  heavy  taxes  and  impositions, 
has  for  some  time  languished  in  many  valuable  branches* 
The  French  have  undersold  our  clothes,  and  spoiled  our 
markets  in  the  Levant.  Spain  is  no  longer  supplied  as 
usual  with  the  commodities  of  England :  the  exports  to 
Crermany  must  be  considerably  diminished  by  the  misun- 
derstanding between  Great  Britain  and  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria ;  consequently,  her  greatest  resource  must  be  in  her 
communication  with  her  own  colonies,  which  consume  her 
manufactures,  and  make  immense  returns  in  sugar,  rum, 
tobacco,  fish,  timber,  naval  stores,  iron,  furs,  drugs,  rice, 
dnd  indigo.  The  southern  plantations  likewise  produce 
silk ;  and  with  due  encouragement  might  furnish  every 
thing  that  could  be  expected  from  the  most  fertile  soil  and 
the  happiest  climate.  The  con^nent  of  North  America,  if 
properly  cultivated,  wiU.  prove-  an^  inexhaustible  fund  of 
wealth  and  strength  to  Great  Britain ;  and  perhaps  it  may 
become  the  last  asylum  of  British  liberty.  When  the 
nation  is  enslaved  by  domestic  despotism  or  foreign  domin- 
ion; when  her  substance  is  wasted,  her  spirit  broke,  and 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  England  are  no  more ;  then 
those  colonies,  sent  oiF  by  our  fathers,  may  receive  and 
entertain  their  sons  as  hapless  exiles,  and  ruined  refugees. 

$'  XXVI.  While  the  continent  of  Europe  and  the  isles 
of  America  were  thus  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  war,  and 
subjected  to  such  vicissitudes  of  fortune.  Great  Britain 
underwent  a  dangerous  convulsion  in  her  own  bowels. 
The  son  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  fired  with  ambition, 
and  animated  with  the  hope  of  ascending  the  throtie  of  his 
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ancestors,  resolved  to  make  an  effort  for  that  purpose, 
vrhich,  though  it  ipight  i^ot  be  crowned  with  success,  should 
at  le^st  astonish  ^11  Christendom.  The  Jacobites  in  Eng- 
land apd  Scotland  had  promised,  that  if  he  would  land  in 
}}ritai(i  at  the  head  of  a  regular  army,  they  would  supply 
him  with  provisions,  carriages  and  horses,  and  a  great  num- 
bpr  of  then)  dcjclared  they  would  take  up  arms,  and  join  his 
st^dard  '•  hu^  they  disapproved  of  his  coming  over  without 
forces,  as  a  dangerous  enterprise,  that  would  in  all  proba- 
bility end  in  the  ruin  pf  himself  and  all  his  adherents. 
This  advice,  including  an  exact  detail  of  his  father's  inter- 
est,  with  the  dispositions  of  bis  particular  friends  in  every 
town  and  ppuntry,  was  transmitted  to  London  in  Januar)', 
in  order  to  be  forwarded  to  prince  Charles  :  but  the  person 
irith  whom  it  was  intrusted  could  find  no  safe  means  of 
conveyance;  so  that  he  sent  it  back  to  Scotland,  from 
whence  it  was  despatched  to  France,  but  before  it  reached 
Parity  Charles  had  left  that  kingdom.  Had  the  paper 
cpJKie  to  his  hands  in  due  time,  perhaps  he  would  not  have 
embarked  in  the  undertaking,  though  he  was  stimulated  to 
the  attempt  by  many  concurring  motives.  Certain  it  is, 
he  was  cajoled  by  the  sanguine  misrepresentations  of  a  few 
adventurers,  who  hoped  to  profit  by  the  expedition.  They 
assured  him,  that  the  whole  nation  was  disaffected  to  the 
reigning  family  >  that  the  people  could  no  longer  bear  the 
immense  load  of  taxes,  which  was  daily  increasing;  and 
that  the  most  considerable  persons  of  the  kingdom  would 
gladly  ^eize  the  first  opportunity  of  crowding  to  his  stan- 
dard. On  the  other  hand,,  he  knew  the  British  goveiisment 
had  taken  some  effectual  steps  to  alienate  the  friends  of  his 
house  from  the  principles  thoy  hUd  hitherto  piofesscd. 
Some  of  them  had  accepted  posts  and  pensions  :  others 
were  preferred  in  the  army ;  and  the  parliament  were  so 
attached  to  the  reigning  family,  that  he  had  nothing  to  hope 
from  their  deliberations.  He  expected  no  material  succour 
from  the  court  of  France :  he  foresaw  that  delay  would 
diminish  the  number  of  his  adherents  in  Great  Britain ;  and^ 
therefore,  resolved  to  seize  the  present  occasion^  which  in 
many  re^^peas  was  propitious  to  his  design.  Without 
doubt,  had  he  been  properl}'  supported,  he  could  not  have 
found  a  .more  favourable  opportuniQ^  of  exciting  i^n  int^-  ' 
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tine  commotion  in  Great  Britrtin:  for  Scotland  wa^qSiW 
unfurnished  with  troops ;  king  George  was  in  German}' ; 
the  dttke  of  Cumberland,  at  the  head  of  the  Bfitfeh  army, 
was  employed  in  Flanders,  and  great  part  of  the  High- 
landers were  keen  for  insurrection.  Their  natural  prhici- 
ples  were  on  this  occasion  stimulated  by  the  suggestions  ^f 
revenge.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  a  regiment  of  those 
people  had  been  formed,  and  transported  wHh  the  rest  of 
the  British  troops  to  Flanders.  Before  they  were  emtf^r- 
ked,  a  number  of  them  deserted  with  their  arms,  on  pre- 
tence that  nhey  had  been  decoyed  mto  the'  service,  by  prb- 
fhises  and  assurances  that  they  should  never  be  sent  abf bafd ; 
and  this  was  really  the  case.  They  were  Overtaken  by  a 
body  of  horse,  persuaded  to  submit,  brought  back  to  Lon- 
don pinioned  like  malefactors,  and  tried  for  desertion. 
Three  were  shot  to  death  in  terrorem  ;  and  the  rest  were 
sent  in  exile  to  the  plantations.  Those  who  suffered  vtttt 
persons  of  some  consequence  in  their  own  country ;  and 
their  fate  was  deeply  resented  by  the  clans  to  which  they 
bdon^d.  It  was  considered  as  a  national  otiti^age :  and 
the  Highlanders,  who  are  naturally  vindictive,  w'sdied 
impatiently  for  an  opportunity  of  vengeance. 

%  XXVII.  The  young  pretender  being  furnished  iVith 
a:  sum  of  money,  and  a  supply,  of  arms,  on  his  privatc^'credit, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  French  court,  Vrrote  letter^ 
to  his  friends  in  Scotland,  explaining  his  design  and  situa- 
tion, intimating  the  place  where  he  intended  to  l^nd,  com-  * 
municating  a  private  signal,  and  assuring  them  he  should 
be  with  them  by  the  mfiddle  of  June.  Thejc  precautions 
being  taken,  he  embarked  on  board  of  a  small  frigate  at 
Port  St.  Na^aire,  accompanied  by  the  marquis  of  TulGbaf- 
dine,  sir  Thomas  Sheridan,  sir  John  Macdonald,  with  a  few 
other  Irish  and  Scottish  adventurers ;  and  setting  sail*  oti 
the  fourteenth  of  July,  was  joined  off  BelleiBte  by  the 
Elizabeth,  a*  French  ship  of  Waf ,  mounted  with'  siitty-siit 
guns,  as  his  convoy.*  Their  desi^  was  to  sail  round  Ire- ' 
land,  and  land  in  the  western  part  of  Scotland ;  but  falling 
in  with  tht  Lion,  an  English  ship  of  the  line,  a  wry  obsti- 

1  TheEUMbttli,  a  ^iSta^t  AiiS  wm  proom^d  at  a  «oim>y,  "\sj  the  interest  of 
^Ir.  Walsh,  an  Irish  merchant  at  Nantes ;  and  on  board  of  her  fiftjr  Fi*eneh  joung 
S^thnmeo  emb»iced^«k  volottteei^ 
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tiate  and  bloody  action  ensued.  The  Elizdieth  was  so 
disabled  that  she  could,  not  prosecute  the  voyage,  and  wkh 
difficulty  reached  the  harbour  of  Brest ;  but  the  hion  was 
shattered  to  such  a  degree,  that  she  floated  like  a  wreck 
upon  the  water.  The  disaster  of  the  Elizabeth  was  a  great 
misfortune  to  the  adventurer,  as  by  her  being  disabled  he 
lost  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  about  one  hundred  able 
officers,  who  were  embarked  on  board  of  her  for  the  benefit 
of  his  expedition*  Had  this  ship  arrived  in  Scotland,  she 
could  easily  have  reduced  Fort  William,  situated  in  the 
midst  of  the  clans  attached  to  the  Stuart  family.  Such  a 
conquest,  by  giving  lustre  to  the  prince's  arms,  would  have 
allured  many  to  hia  standard,  who  were  indifferent  in  point 
of  principle ;  and  encouraged  a  great  number  of  Highland- 
eirs  to  join  him,  who  were  restricted  by  the  apprehension, 
that  their  wives  and  families  would  be  subject  to  insults 
from  the  English  garrison  of  this  fortress«  Prince  Charles, 
in  the  frigate,  continued  his  course  to  the  western  isles  of 
Scotland.  After  a  Voyage  of  eighteen  days  he  landed  on 
a  little  island  between  Barra  and  South-Inst,  two  of  the 
Hebrides :  then  he  reembarked,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived 
at  Borodale  in  Amsacy,  on  the  confines  of  Lochnannach, 
where  he  was  in  a  liule  time  joined  by  a  considerable  num* 
ber.of  hardy  mounuineers,  under  their  respective  chie&  or 
leaders.  On  the  nineteenth  day  of  August,  the  marquis  of 
TuUibardine  erected  the  pretender's  standard  at  Glensinnan. 
Some  of  those,  however,  on  whom  Charles  principally  de- 
pended, now  stood  aloof,  either  fluctuating  in  their  princi- 
ples, {tstonished  at  the  boldness  of  the  undertaking,  or 
atarded  at  the  remonstrances  of  their  friends,  who,did  not 
fail  to  represent,  in  aggravated  colours,  all  the  danger  of 
embarking  in  such  a  desperate  enterprise*  Had  the  govern- 
ment acted  with  proper  vigour  when  they  received  intelli- 
gence of  his  arrival,  the  adventurer  must  have  been  crushed 
in  embrio,  before  any  considerable  number  of  his  adherents 
could  have  been  brought  together  :  but  the  lords  of  the 
r<!gency  seemed  to  slight  the  information,  and  even  to  sus- 
pect the  integrity  of  those  by  whom  it  was  conveyed. 
They  were  soon  convinced  of  their  mistake.  Prince  Charles 
having  assembled  about  twelve  hundred  men,  encamped  io 
the  neighbourhood  ^f  Fort  William;  and  immediately  hos- 
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tiUties    ¥rere   commeticed.     A  handltil  of  Keppoeh's  dm, 
commanded  by  major  Donald  Mac  Donald,  even  before 
they  joioed  the  pretender,  attacked  two  companies  of  new 
raised  aoldiers,  who,  with  their  officer,  were  disarmed  after 
an  obstinate  dispiite  :  another  captain  of  the  king's  forces, 
falling  into  their  hands,  was  courteously  dismissed  with  one 
of  the  pretender's  manifestos,  and  a  passport  for  his  per* 
sonal    safety.      The    administration    was   now   effectually 
alarmed.      The  lords  of  the  regency  issued  a  proclamation, 
offering   a  reward  of  thirty  thousand  pounds  to  any  person 
who  should  apprehend  the  prince  adventurer*     The  same 
price  was  set  upon  the  head  of  the  elector  of  Hanover,  in 
a  proclamation  published  by  the  pretender.    A  courier  was 
despatched  to  Holland,  to  hasten  the  return  of  his  majesty, 
,  who  arrived   in  England  about  the  latter  end  of  August. 
A  requisition  was  made  of  the  six  thousand  Dutch  auxili- 
aries ;  and  several  British  regiments  were  recalled  from  the 
Netherlands.     A  loyal  address  was  presented  to  the  king 
by  the  city  of  London ;  and  the  merchants  of  this  metro- 
polis resolved  to  raise  two  regiments  at  their  own  expense. 
Orders  were  issued  to  keep  the  trained  bands  in  readiness ; 
to  array  the  militia  of  Westminster ;  and  iiutructions  to  the 
%9mc   effect  were   sent  to  all  the  lords  lieutenants  of  the 
counties  throughout  the  kingdom.    The  principal  noblemen 
of  the  nation  made  a  tender  of  their  services  to  their  sove- 
reign ;  and  some  of  them   received  commissions   to  levy 
regiments  towards  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  Bodies 
of  volunteers  were  incorporated  in  London,  and  many  other 
places ;  associations  were  formed,  large  contributions  raised 
in  different  towns,  counties,  and  communities ;  and  a  great 
number  of  eminent  merchants  in  London  agreed  to  support 
the  public  credit,  by  receiving,  as  usual,  bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment for  the  purposes  of  traffic.     The  protestant  clergy  of 
all  denominations  exerted  themselves  with  extraordinary 
ardour,  in  preaching  against  the  religion  of  Rome  and  the 
pretender ;  and  the  friends  of  the  government  were  encou- 
raged, animated,,  and  confirmed  in  their  principles,    by 
several  spiritual  productions  published  for  the  occasion. 

$  XXVIIL  In  a  word,  the  bulk  of  the  nation  seemed 
unanimously  bent  upon  opposing  the  enterprise  of  the  pre- 
tender, who  nevertheless,  had  already  made  surprising  pro- 
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greM.     Hit  MYi^titl  in  Scoihind  wiis  no  ilopnef  cdnfinried^ 
than  sir  John  Cop«,  who  comittanddd  the  troops   in   timf 
kingdom,  aos^ttibled  what  force  he  could  bring  together, 
and  advanced  against  the  rebels*  Undetstanding,  however, 
that  they  had  taken  possession  of  a  strdng  pass,  he  changed 
his  route,  and  proceeded  northwards  as  far  as  Inverness, 
leaving  the  capitiil  and  the  southern  parts  of  North  Britain 
wholly  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy*  The  High- 
landers forthwith  marched  to  Pertli,  where  the  chevalier  de 
St.  George  was  proclaimed  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  thcr 
public  money  seVr/ed  for  his  use  :  the  same  steps  were  taken 
9^  Dundee  and  other  places.    PHnce  Charles  was  joined  by 
ihe  nobleman^  who  assumed  the  title  of  duke  of  Perth,  the 
viscount  Strathallan,  lord  Nairn,  lord  George  Murray,  smd 
many  persons  of  distinction,  with  their  followers.     The 
marquis  of  Tullibardioe,  Avho  had  accompanied  hiih  from 
France,  took  possession  of  Athol,  as  heir  of  blood    to  the 
titles   and  es*atef^which    his  younger   !>ro{hcr  enjoyetf  in 
consequence  ^  hife  attainder;  and  met  wiih  some^ success 
ki  arming  the  tenants^  for  the  support  of  that  caase  Whieh 
he  avowed.'  The  rebel  army  being  considerably  tfugnifenfed, 
though  very  ill  provided  with  arms,  crossed   the   Forthr  m 
die  neighf>o*rho6d  of  Stirling,  and  advanced  t<5wards  Edin- 
burgh, whsre  they  were  joined  by  lord-  Ekho,  feon  of  the 
earl  of  Wemys^  and  other  persons  of  st^me  dtstlnctidnfi  On 
the   sixteenth   day  of  September  •  Charles   sumnMme'd'the 
town  to  surreivder.     The  inhabitants  were  divifdetf  by  ftfcc- 
tion,  and  distracted  by  fejw* ;  the  place  was  n<Dt  in  a  postdre 
of  defence,  and  the  magistrates  would  not  expdire'  tJfc  people 
to  the  uncertain  issue  of  an  a^ssaok.     Several  deputtttiens 
were  sent  from  the  town  to  the  pretender,  in  ordter  to  nego- 
tiate fernw  of  capitulation ^     In  the  mean  lime,  one  df  the? 
gates  being  opened  for  the  admissi^  of  a  tMeli,  Cameron 
of  Lochiel,   oi>e  of  the   most  powerfiil  of '  <he   Highhittd 
chiefs,  rushetd  into  the  place  with  a  party*  of  hH  <iiei#,*  aftid 
secured   it  without  opposiriort.     Next  fldorniifg  the  i^hote 
rebel  army  entered,  and  their  ^nee  lodk  pOsstfaiai^Fh  of  the 
royal  palace  of  Holyrood  house  in  the  suburbs*     Then  he 
caused   his  father  to  be  proclaimed  at  the  mar(etciy>ss ; 
there  also  the  manifesto  was  read,  in  which  the  ch*JtHtfict^ 
de  St,  George  declared  his  sod  Charles,  regent  of-  hifa  dd- 
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ixiiBioas,  promised  to  dissolve  the  uoion^  ftod  jredrese  the 
grievances  of  Scotland^     His    being   in   possession  of  the 
capital  encouraged  his  followers,  and  added  reputation  to 
his  arnts  :  but  the  treasure  belonging  to  the  two  banks  of 
that  kingdom  had  been  previously  conveyed  into  the  castle^ 
a  strong  fortress,  with  a  good  garrison,  under  the  comoaand 
of  general  Guest,  an  old  officer  of  experience  and  capacity* 
$  XXIX.  During  these   transactions,   sir  John   Cope 
marched  back  from  Inverness  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  em- 
barked with   hia  troops,  and  on  the   seventeenth   day  of 
September  landed  at  Duobar,  about  twenty  miles  to  the 
eastward  of  Edinburgh.     Here  he  was  joined  by  two  regi- 
ments of  dragoons,  which  had  retired  with  precipitation 
from   the  capital   at  the  approach  of  the  Highland  army. 
With  this  reinforcement,  his  troops  amounted  to  near  three 
thousand  men ;  and  he'  began  his  march  to  Edinburgh,  in 
order  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.     Qn  the  twentieth  day 
of  the  month,  he  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pres- 
ton Fans,  having  the  village  of  Tranent  in  his  front,  and 
the  sea  in  his  rear.     Early  next  morning  he  was  attacked 
by  the  young  pretender,  at  the  head  of  about  two  thousand 
four  hundred  Highlanders  half  armed,  who  charged  him 
sword  in  hand  with  such  impetuosity,  that  in  less  than  ten 
minutes  after  the  battle  began,  the  king's  troops  were  broken 
and  totally  routed.     The  dragoons  fled  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion at  the  first  onset ;  the  general  officers  having  made 
some  unsuccessful  efforts  to  rally  them,  thought  proper  to- 
consult  their  own  safety  by  an  expeditious  retreat  towards 
Coldstream  on  the  Tweed.     All  the  infantry  were  either 
killed  or  taken ;  and  the  colours,  artill<^ry,  tents,  baggage, 
and  military  chest,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victor,  who 
returned   in  triumph   to  Edinburgh.     Never  was  victory 
more  complete,  or  obtained  at  a  smaller  expense ;  for  not 
above  fifty  of  the  rebels  lost  their  lives  in  the  engagement. 
Five  hundred  of  the  king's  troops  were  killed  on  the  field 
of  battle ;  and    among  these  colonel  Gardiner,   a   gallant 
officer,  who  disdained  to  save  his  life  at  the  expense  of  his 
honour.     When  abandoned    by  his  own  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, he  alighted  from  his  horse,  joined  the  infantry,  and 
fought  on  foot,  until  he  fell  covered  with  wounds,  in  sight 
of  his  own  threshold.     Prince  Charles  bore  his  good  for- 
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tune  with  moderation.  He  prohibited  |dl  rejoicmgs  for  the 
Tictory  he  had  obtained :  the  wounded  soldiers  were  treated 
with  humanity :  and  the  officers  were  sent  into  Fife  and 
Angus,  where  they  were  left  at  liberty  on  their  parole^  which 
the  greater  part  of  them  shamefully  broke  in  the  sequeh 
From  this  victory  the  pretender  reaped  manifold  and  im* 
portant  advantages.  His  followers  were  armed,  his  party 
encouraged,  and>  his  enemies  intimidated.  He  was  sup- 
plied with  a  train  of  field  artillery,  and  a  considerable  sum 
of  money,  and  saw  himself  possessed  of  all  Scotland,  except 
the  fortresses,  the  reduction  of  which  he  could  not  pretend 
to  undertake  without  proper  implements  and  engineers. 
After  the  battle  he  was  joined  by  a  small  detachment  from 
the  Highlands ;  and  some  chiefs,  who  had  hitherto  been  on 
the  reserve,  began  to  exert  their  influence  in  his  favour. 
But  he  WBs  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  take  advantage  of  that 
consternation  which  his  late  success  had  diffused  through 
the  kingdom  of  England. 

$  XXX.  Charles  continued  to  reside  in  the  palace  of 
Hol}TOod  hoiise;"^  and  took  measures  for  cutting  off  the 
communication  between  the  castle  and  the  city.  General 
Guest  declared  that  he  would  demolish  the  city,  unless  the 
blockade  should  be  raised,  so  as  that  provision  might  be 
carried  into  the  castle.  After  having  waited  the  return  of 
an  express  which  he  had  found  means  to  despatch  to  court, 
he  began  to  put  his  threats  in  execution,  by  firing  upon  the 
townt  Some  houses  were  beaten  down,  and  several  persooa 
killed  ex-en  at  the  marketcross.  The  citizens,  alarmed  at 
this  disaster,  sent  a  deputation  to  the  prince,  entreating  him 
to  raise  the  blockade ;  and  he  complied  with  their  request. 
He  levied  a  regiment  in  Edinburgh  and  the  neighbourhood. 
He  imposed  taxes ;  seized  the  merchandize  that  was 
deposited  in  the  king's  warehouses  at  Leith,  and  other 
places ;  and  compelled  the  city  ojf  Glasgow  to  accommodate 
him  with  a  large  sum,  to  he  repaid  when  the  peace  of  the 

m  While  he  resided  at  Rilinbnrgh,  ecmie  of  the  presbyteriaa  oler^  eoatimieA 
to  preach  in  the  churches  of  that  rity,  and  nublicly  pmyed  ft>r  king  George^ 
wttliont  «aftcrin}»  the  least  punishrnLMit  or  mAlcstation.  One  minister  in  partf- 
cular,  of  tlw  name  of  Mac  Vicar,  being  solicited  by  some  HigKlanders  to  pc*y  for 
their  prince,  promised  to  comply  with  their  reque'st,  and  performc<l  his  promise 
In  words  to  tnis  effect:  "  And*  as  for  the  young  prince,  who  is  come  hither  in 
"  quest  of  an  earthly  erown^i  grant,  O  Lord,  that  he  may  speedily  i^eccive  a  ciown 
*•  of  glory." 
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kingdom,  dioold  he  reestaUiahed.     The  number  of  his 
followers  daily  increased:   and  he  received  considerable 
supplies  of  money,  artillery,  and  ammunition,  by  sing^le  ships 
thai  arrived  from  France,  where  his  interest  seemed  to  rise 
in  proportion  to  the  success  of  his  arms.     The  greater  and 
jricber  part  of  Scotland  was  averse  to  his  family  and  preten* 
Btons:  but  the  people  were    unarmed  and   undisciplined, 
consequently  passive  under  his  dominion*     By  this  time, 
however,  the  prince  pretender  was  joined  by  the  earl  of 
JCtlmamoci  the  lords  Elcho,  Balmerino,  Ogilvie,  Pitsligo ; 
ttfid  the  eldest  son  of  lord  Lovat  had  begun  to  assemble  his 
4bther's  clan,  in  order  to  reinforce  the  victor,  whose  army 
Imy  encaimpedat  Diiddingston,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  £ditt>- 
inirgb.     Rilffumock  and  Balmerino  were  men  of  broken 
smd  desperate  fortune ;  Elcho  and  Ogilvie  were  sons  to  the 
«arls  of  Wemys  and  Airly;  so  that  their  influence  was  far 
from  being  extensive.     Pitsligo  was  a  noi»lemah  of  a  very 
amiable  character,  as  well  as  of  great  personal  interest ;  and 
-great  dependence  was  placed  upon  the  power  and  attachment 
of  lord  Lovat,  who  had  entered  into  private  engagemenu  with 
the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  though  he  still  wore  the  mask  of 
loyaky.to  the  government,  and  disavowed  the  conduct  of 
kis .  son  when   he   declared  for  the  pretender.     This  old 
•nobleman  is  the  same  Simon  Fraser  <(ifhom  we  have  had 
occasion  to  mentioa  as  a  partisim  and.  emissary  of  the  court 
of  St.  Germains,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  three.     He  had  renounced  his  connexions  with  that 
fumily ;  and,  in  the  rebellion  immediately  after  the  accea* 
•SAon  of  kkxg  George  I.  approved  himself  a  warm  friend  to 
the  proteslant  succession.     Since  that  period  he  had  been 
induced,  by  disgust  and  ambition  to  change  his  principles 
again,  and  was,  in  secret,  an  enthusiast  in  jacobitism.     He 
had  greatly  augmented  his  estate,  and  obtained  a  consider- 
able  interesi  in.tiie  Highlands,  where,  however,  he  was  rather 
^readed  than  beloved.     He  was  bold,  enterprising,  vain, 
arbitrary,  rapacious,  cruel,  and  deceitful ;  but  his  character 
was  chiefly  marked  by  a  species  of  low  ctuming  and  dissim- 
ulation, which,  however,  overshot  his  purpose,  and  con- 
tributed to  his  own  ruin.     While  Charles  resided  at  Edin* 
burgh,  the   marquis    de  Guilles  airived  at  Montrose,  as 
envoy  from  the  French  king,  with  several  officers,  some 
Vol,  II^  a  a  a  a 
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esnnoti^  and  a  coofiiderable  quantity  of  small  arma  for  dv 
use  of  that  adventurer." 

§  XXXI.  While  the  young  pretender  endeavoured  to 
improve  the  advantages  he  had  gained,  the  ministry  of  Great 
Britain  took  every  possible  measure  to  retard  his  piogicss* 
SeveraPpowerfiil  chiefs  in  the  Highlands  were  attached  to 
the  government,  and  exerted  themselves  in  its  defence.  The 
duke  of  Argyle  began  to  arm  his  vassals;  but  not  befove  he 
had  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  Twdve 
hundred  men  were  raised  by  the  eaii  of'  Sutherland :  the 
lord  Rae  brought  a  considerable  number  to  the.  fidd:  the 
Gratits  and  Monroes  appeared  under  their  respective  leap 
ders  for  the  service  of  Ms  majesty :  sir  Aleaomdcr  Ma^ 
donald  declared  for  king  George,  and  the  laird  of  Madeod 
sent  two  thousand  hardy  idanders  from  Skye,  to  atieugthctt 
the  same  interest.  These  gentlemen,  though  supposed  to 
be  otherwise  afected,  were  governed  and  directed  by  the 
advice  of  Duncan  Forbes,  president  of  ^e  college  of  Justice 
at  Edinburgh ;  a  man  of  extensive  knowledge,  agreeaUe 
manners,  and  unblemished  integrity.  He  procured  commis- 
sions for  raising  twenty  independent  companies,  and  some  of 
these  he  bestowed  upon  individuals  who  were  either  attached 
by  principle,  or  engaged  by  promise,  to  the  pretender. 
He  acted  with  indefatigable  zeal  for  die  intoreat  of  the 
reigning  family ;  and  greatly  injured  an  opident  fortme  in 
their  service.  He  confirmed  several  chieJFa  who  began  to 
waver  in  their  principles  i  some  he  actually  converted  by 
the  energy  of  his  arguments,  and  brought  over  to  the  assis- 
tance of  the  government  which  they  bad  determined  to 
oppose:  others  he  persuaded  to  remain  quiet,  without 
taking  any  share  in  the  present  troubles.  Certain  it  ia^  this 
gentleman,  by  his  industry  and  address,  prevented  the  insur- 
rection of  ten  thousand  Highlanders,  who  would  otherwise 
have  joined  the  pretender :  and,  therefore,  ne  may  be  said 
to  have  been  one  great  cause  of  that  adventurer's  miscw^' 
riage.  The  earl  of  Loudon  repaired  to  Inverness,  where 
he  completed  hia  regiment  of  Highlanders ;  directed  the 
conduct  of  the  clans  who  had  taken  arms  in  behalf  of  his 
majesty;  and,  by  his  vigilance,  overawed  the  disaffected 

n  tie  aolictted,  niid  is  uid  tolia?e  obtained  of  the  chevalier  dc  St.  Gc<M^»thie 
patent  of  a  duke,  artd  a  commiwion  for  being  lord  Ueutensot  of  dl  the  Highland*. 
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dneftttm  of  that  country^  who  had  not  yet  opcrijp  aigaged 
in  the  rebellion.  Iinmediately  after  the  defeat  of  Cope,  aix 
tiwnsand  Dutch  troops^  arrived  in  England,  and  three 
battalions  of  ^guards,  with  seven  regiments  of  itthntry,  weve 
vccalled  from  Flanders,  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom. 
They  forthwith  began  their  march  to  the  north,  under  the 
command  of  general  Wade,  who  received  orders  to  asaem* 
Me  an  army,  which  proceeded  to  Newcasdei  The  pariia^ 
ment  meeting  on  the  sixteenth  of  October,  his  majesty  gave 
diem  to  trnderatand,  that  an  usaattiral  rebeUion  had  broke 
etft  in  Scodand,  towards  the  suppression  of  whieh  he  craved 
their  advice  and  assistance.  He  found  both  houses  cordial 
in  ^ir  addresses,  and  zealous  in  their  attadbment  to  his 
person  and  govemment.^  The  commons  forthwith  suq)end^ 
od  the  habeas  corpus  act;  and  several  persons  were  appre* 
landed  on  suspicion  of  treasonable  practices*  Immediately 
nfter  the  session  was  opened^  the  duke  of  Cumberiand  arri- 
ved from  the  Netherlands,  and  was  followed  by  another 
deuchment  of  dragoons  and  infantry.  The  tnunbanda  of 
ZjOttdon  were  reviewed  by  his  majesty:  the  county  regi- 
ments  were  completed;  the  volunteers,  in  diferent  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  employed  themselves  industriously  in  the 
exercise  of  arms ;  aiMl  the  whole  English  nation  seemed  to 
fise  up  as  one  man  against  this  formidable  invader*  The 
government,  being  «pprehensive  of  a  descent  from  France, 
appointed  admiral  Venion  to  command  a  squadron  in  the 
Downs,  to  observe  the  motions  of  the  enemy  by  sea,  espe- 
ciaUy  in  the  harbours  of  Dunkirk  and  Boulogne ;  and  his 
eruisers  took  several  ships  laden  with  soldiers,  officers,  and 
ammunition,  destined  for  the  service  of  the  pretender  in 
Scotland. 

§  XXXII.  This  enterprising  youth,  having  collected 
about'iive  thousand  men,  resolved  to  make  an  irruption  into 
England,  which  he  accordingly  entered  by  die  west  bor* 
der  on  the  sixth  day  of  November.  Carlisle  was  invested, 
and  in  Uss  than  three  days  surrendered:  the  keys  were 
delivered  to  him  at  Brampton,  by  the  mayor  and  iddermen 

o  Thej  t^ere  composed  of  the  forces  M-ho  had  been  in  garrison  at  Tournay 
and  Dcndcrmonde  when  those  places  were  taken,  and  engafced  hv  capitalation, 
UmI  they  bhotiUI  not  perform  any  niiiitaiy  function  before  \hc  first  day  of  Januaiy 
in  the  ytar  1747;  so  ttn^y  could  uot  have  at'tcd  in  England  without  (he  Infringe- 
meat  of  a  solomn  IrrdLty, 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


^5«.  uisTOftT  or  SKUAND.  if^^ 

^n  their  kAeea.  Here  He  foimd  a  conuderaUe  quantity  «C 
arms:  his  £ather  .waa  proclaimed  king  of. Great  Brtcain^ 
and  himself  regent,  by-  the  magistrates  m  their  fbrmalitiea. 
Gieneral  Wade  being  apprised  of  his  progress^  decamped 
from  Newcastle,  and  advanced  across  the  country  as  far  as 
Hexham,  though  the  fields  were  covered  widi  snoir,  and 
ihe  roads  almost  impaasable«  There  he  received  intcM- 
gence  that  CarMsle  was  reduced,  and  forthwith  returned  to 
his  former  station^  In  the  mean  time,  orders  were  iaaned 
for  assembling  another  army  in  Staffordshire,  under  the^ 
command  of  sir  John  Ligonier*  Prince  Charles,  notwidi* 
Standing  this  formidable  opposition,  determined  to  proceeds- 
He  had  received  assurances  from  France,  that  a  consider-* 
able  body  ol  troops  would  be  landed  on  the  southern  coast 
of  Britain,  to  make  a  divfprsion  in  his  favour ;  and  he  never 
doubted  but  that  he  should  be  joined  by  all  the  Engfish 
malcontents,  as  soon  as  he  could  penetrate  into  the  heart 
of  the  kingdom.  Leaving  a  small  garrison  in  the  castle 
of  Carlisle,  he  advanced  to  Penrith,  marching  on  foot  in 
th€  Highland  garb,  at  the .  head  of  his  forces;  and  am-' 
Unued  his  route  through  Lancasiter  and  Preston  to  Man^ 
Chester,  where,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  month-,  he 
established  his  headquarters.  There  he  was  joined  by 
about  two  hundred  Englishmen,  who  were  ff>rmed  into  a 
regiment,  under,  the  command  of  colonel  Towaley*  Thc^ 
inhabitants  seemed  to  receive  him  with  marks  of  affectien, 
and  his  arrival  was  celebrated  by  illuminations,  and  other 
public  rejoicings.  His  supposed  intention  was  to  prose* 
cute  his  march  by  the  way  of  Chester  into  Wales,  where 
ha  hoped  to  find  a  great  number  of.  adherents:  but  ail  ihe 
bridges  over  the  river  Mersey  being  broken  down,  he  chose 
the  route  to  Stockport,  and  forded  the  river  at  the  head  of 
{lis  division,  though  the  water  rose  to  his  middle.  He 
passed  through  Macclesfield  and  Congletoo ;  and  on  the 
fourth  day  of  December  entered  the  town  of  Derby,  ia 
which  his  army  was  quartered,  and  bis  father  proclaimed 
with  great  formality.  He  had  now.advanced  within  one 
hundred  miles  of  the  capital,.,which  was  filled  with  terror 
nnd  confusion.  Wade  lingered  in  Yorkshire:  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  had  assumed  the  command  of  the  other  army 
assembled   in   the  neighbourhood   of  Lichfield.     He  had 
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marched  from  Stafford  to  Stone;  so  that  the  rebels,  in 
turning  off  from  Ashbome  to  Derby,  had  gnkied  a  march 
between  him  and  London.  Had  Charles  proceeded  in  hit 
career  with  that  e?:pedition  which  he  had  hitherto  used,  he 
might  have  made  himself  master  of  the  metropolis,  where 
be  would  have  been  certainly  joined  by  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  his  wellwishers,  who  waited  impatiently  for  his 
approach :  yet  this  exploit  could  not  have  been  achieved 
without  hazarding  an  engagement,  and  running  the  risk  of 
being  enclosed  within  three  armies,  each  greatly  superior 
to  bis  own  in  number  and  artillery.  Orders  were  given 
fbr  forming  a  camp  on  Finchley  common,  where  the  king 
resolved  to  take  the  field  in  person,  accompanied  by  the  eari 
of  Stair,  field  mareschal  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  in  South  Britain*  Some  Romish  priests  were  appre* 
bended :  the  militia  of  London  and  Middlesex  were  kept 
in  readiness  to  march  t  double  watches  were  posted  at  the 
city  gates,  and  signals  of  alarm  appointed.  The  volunteers 
of  the  city  were  incorporated  into  a  regiment :  the  practi- 
tioners of  the  law,  headed  by  the  judges,  weavers  of  Spi- 
tal  Fields,  and  other  communities,  engaged  in  associations; 
and  even  the  managers  of  the  theatres  offered  to  raise  a 
.  body  of  their  dependents  for  the  service  of  the  govern- 
ment. Notwithstanding  these  precautions  and  appearances 
of  unanimity,  the  trading  part  of  the  city,  and  those  con- 
cerned 'in  the  money  corporations,  were  overwhehned  with 
fear  and  dejection.  They  reposed  a  very  little  confidence 
in  the  courage  or  discipline  of  their  militia  and  volunteers : 
they  had  received  intelligence  that  the  French  were 
employed  in  making  preparations  at  Dunkirk  and  Calais 
fbr  a  descent  upon  England :  they  dreaded  an  insurrection 
of  the  Roman  catholics,  and  other  friends  of  the  house  of 
Stuart ;  and  they  reflected  thac'the  Highlanders,  of  whom 
by  this  time  they  had  conceived  a  most  terrible  idea,  were 
within  four  days  march  of  the  capital.  Alarmed  by  these 
considerations,  they  prognosticated  their  owu  ruin  in  the 
approaching  revolution :  and  thrir  countenances  exhibited 
the  plainest  marks  of  horror  and  despair*  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Jacobites  were  elevated  to  an  insolence  of  hope, 
which  they  were  at  no  paintf  to  conceal ;  while  many  peo- 
ple who  had  no  private  property  to  lose,   and  thought  no 
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change  would  J>e  for  the  vorse,  waited  the  ksoe  of  this 
crisis  with  the  most  calm  iadiffereoce. 

§  XXXIII.  This  state  of  suspense  was  of  short  dorft* 
taon*  The  young  pretender  found  himself  miseraUy  dis- 
appointed in  his  expectations.  He  had  aow  advanced  into 
the  middle  of  the  kingdom,  and  except  a  few  that  joined 
him  at  Manchester,  not  a  soul  appeared  in  his  hehalf :  <»e 
would  have  imagined  that  all  the  Jacobites  of  England  had 
heen  annihilated.  The  Welsh  took  no  step  to  excite  2m 
insurrection  in  his  favour :  the  French  made  no  attempt 
towards  an  invasion  :  his  court  was  divided  into  factions : 
the  Highland  chiefs  began  to  murmur,  and  their  dans  to* 
be' unruly :  he  saw  himself  with  a  handful  of  men  hemmed 
in  between  two  considerable  armies,  in  the  middle  of  win* 
ter,  and  in  a  country  disaffected  to  his  cause.  'He  knew 
he  could  not  proceed  to  the  metropolis  itithout  hazarding 
a  battle,  and  that  a  defeat  would  be  attended  with  the  inevi* 
table  destruction  of  himself  and  all  his  adherents ;  and  he 
had  received  information  that  his  friends  and  officers  had 
assembled  a  body  of  forces  in  the  north,  superior  in  num- 
ber to  those  by  whom  he  was  attended.  He  called  a  coun- 
cil at  Derby ;  and  proposed  to  advance  towards  London : 
the  proposal  was  supported  by  lord  Nairn  with  great  vehe- 
raence ;  but,  after  violent  disputes,  the  mi^rity  determined 
that  they  should  retreat  to  Scotland  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition. Accordingly,  they  abandoned  Derby  on  the  sixth 
day  of  December,  early  in  the  morning,  and  measured 
back  the  route  by  which  they  had  advanced.  On  the  ninth 
their  vangtmrd  arrived  at  Manchester :  on  the  twelfth  they 
entered  Preston,  and  continued  their  march  northwards. 
The  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  was  encamped  at  Merideo^ 
when  first  apprised  of  their  retreat,  detached  the  horse 
and  dragoons  in  pursuit ,  of  them ;  while  general  Wade 
began  his  march  from  Ferry-bridge  in  Lancashire,  with  a 
view  of  intercepting  them  in  their  route :  but  at  Wake&eld 
he  understood  that  they  had  already  reached  Wigan :  he, 
therefore,  repaired  to  his  old  post  at  Newcastle,  after 
having  detached  general  Oglethorpe,  with  his  horse  and 
dragoons^  to  join  those  who  had  been  sent  off  from  the 
duke's  army.  They  pursued  with  such  alacrity,  that  ihef 
overtook  the  rear  of  the  rebels,  with  which  they  skirmished^ 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


IMS.  CW»CEtt  5,9 

in  Lancashire.  The  militia  of  Cumberland  and  West* 
moreland  were  raised  and  armed  by  the  duke's  order,  to 
harass  them  in  their  march.  The  bridges  were  broken 
down,  the  roads  damaged,  and  the  beacons  lighted  to  alarm 
the  country.  Nevertheless,  they  retreated  regularly  with 
their  small  train  of  artillery.  They  were  overtaken  at  the 
village  ^f  Clifton,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Penrith,  by  two 
regiments  of  dragoons.  These  alighted,  and  lined  the 
kedges,  in  order  to  harass  part  of  the  enemy's  rearguard, 
commanded  by  lord  John  Murray ;  who  at  the  head  of  the 
Macphersons,  attacked  the  dragoons  sword  in  hand,  and 
repulsed  them  with  some  loss.  On  the  nineteenth  yday  of 
the  month,  die  Highland  army  reached  Carlisle,  were  the 
majority  of  the  English  in  the  service  of  the  p'fetender 
were  left,  at  their  own  desire.  Charles,  having  reinforced 
the  garrison  of  the  place,  crossed  the  rivers  Eden  ai^d 
Solway  into  Scotland,  having  thus  accomplished  one  of  the 
most  surprising  retreats  that  ever  was  performed.  But  the 
most  remarkable  circumstance  of  this  expedition,  was  the 
moderation  and  regularity  with  which  those  ferocious  peo- 
ple conducted  themselves  in  a  country  abounding  with 
plunder.  No  violence  was  offered ;  no  outrage  commit- 
ted ;  and  they  were  effectually  restrained  from  the  exercise 
of  rapine.  Notwithstanding  the  excessive  cold,  the  hun-  " 
ger,  and  fatigue  to  which  they  must  have  been  exposed, 
they  left  behind  no  sick,  and  lost  a  very  few  stragglers; 
but  retired  with  deliberation,  and  carried  off  their  cannon 
in  the  face  of  their  enemy.  The  duke  of  Cumberland 
invested  Carlisle  with  his  whole  army  on  the  twenty-first 
day  of  December,  and  on  the  thirtieth  the  garrison  surren- 
dered on  a  sort  of  capitulation  made  with  the  duke  of 
Richmond.  The  prisoners,  amounting  to  about  four  hun* 
dred,  were  imprisoned  in  different  gaols  in  England,  and 
the  duke  returned^  to  England. 

$  XXXIV.  The  pretender  proceeded  by  the  way  of 
Dumfries  to  Glasgow,  from  which  last  city  he  exacted 
severe  contributions,  on  account  of  its  attachment  to  the 
government,  for  whose  service  it  had  raiaed  a,  regiment  of 
nine  hundred  men  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Home. 
Having  continued  several  days  at  Glasgow,  he  advanced 
towards  Sterling,  and  was  joined  by  some  forces  which  had 
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been  assembled  in  his  absence  by  lords  Lewis  Gordon  and 
John  Drummond,  brothers  to  the  dukes  of  Gordon  and 
Perth.  This  last  nobleman .  had  arrived  from  France  in 
November,  with  a  small  reinforcement  of  French  and  Irish^ 
«nd  a  commission  as  general  of  these  auxiliaries.  He  fixr 
^  his  headquarters  at  Perth,  where  he  was  reinforced  bf 
the  earl  of  Cromartie,  and  other  clans,  to  the  number  of 
two  thousand,  and  he  was  accommodated  with  a  small  train 
x>f  artillery.  They  had  found  means  to  surprise  a  sloop  of 
war  at  Montrose,  with  the  guns  of  which  they  fortified  that 
harbour.  They  had  received  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
from  Spain.  They  took  possession  of  Dundee,  Dumblaine, 
Downcastle,  and  laid  Fife  under  contribution.  The  eaii 
of  Loudon  remained  at  Inverness,  with  about  two  thousand 
Highlanders  in  the  service  of  his  majesty.  He  convoyed 
provisions  to  Fort  Augustus  and  Fort  William :  he  secured 
the  person  of  lord  Lovat^  who  still  temporised,  and  at  length 
this  cunning  veteran  accomplished  his  escape.  The  laird 
of  Macleod,  and  Mr.  Monro,  of  Cukairn,  being  detached 
from  Inverness  towards  Aberdeenshire,  were  surprised  and 
routed  by  lord  Lewis  Gordon  at  Inverary :  and  that  interest 
seemed  to  preponderate  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  Prince 
Charles  being  joined  by  lord  John  Drummond,  invested  the 
castle  of  Stirling,  in  which  general  Blakeney  commanded: 
but,  his  people  were  so  little  used  to  enterprises  of  this  kind, 
that  they  made  very  little  progress  in  their  operations. 

^  XXXV.  By  this  time,  a  considerable  body  of  forces 
was  assembled  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  conduct  of  general 
Hawley,  who  determined  to  relieve  Stirling  castle,  and 
aJvanccd  to  Linlithgow  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  January: 
ficxt  day  his  whole  army  rendezvoused  at  Falkirk,  while  the 
r«^bels  were  cantoned  about  Bannockburn.  On  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  the  month,  they  began  their  march  in  two 
columns  to  attack  the  king^s  forces,  and  had  forded  the  water 
of  Carven,  within  three  miles  of  Hawley*s  camp,  before  he 
discovered  their  intention.  Such  was  his  obstinacy,  self 
conceit,  or  contempt  of  the  enemy,  that  he  slighted  the 
repeated  intelligence  he  had  received  of  their  motions  and 
<lesign,  firmly  believing  they  durst  not  ha^^ard  an  eagage* 
ment.  At  length,  perceiving  they  had  occupied  tlie  rising 
^ound  to  the  southward  of  Falkirk,  he  ordered  his  cavalry 
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to  advance,  and  drive  them  from  the  eminence :  while  his 
infantry  formed,  and  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle. 
The  Highlanders  kept  up  their  fire,  and  took  aim  so  well, 
that  the  assailants  were  broke  by  the  first  volley:  they 
retreated  with  precipitation,  and  fell  in  amongst  the  infantry, 
which  were  likewise  discomposed  by  the  wind  and  rain 
beating  with  great  violence  in  their  faces,  wetting  their 
powder,  and  disturbing  their  eyesight.  Some  of  the  dra- 
goons rallied,  and  advanced  again  to  the  charge,  with  part 
of  the  infantry  which  had  not  been  engaged :  then  the  pre- 
tender marched  up  at  the  head  of  his  corps  de  reserve, 
consisting  of  the  regiment  of  lord  John  Drummond,  and  the 
Irish  piquets.  These  reinforcing  the  Camerons  and  the 
Stuarts  in  the  front  line,  immediately  obliged  the  dragoons 
to  give  way  a  second  time :  and  they  again  disordered  the 
foot  in  their  retreat.  They  set  fire  to  their  camp,  and  aban- 
doned Falkirk  with  their  baggage  and  train,  which  last  had 
never  reached  the  field  of  batde.  The  rebels  followed 
their  first  blow,  and  great  part  of  the  royal  army,  after  one 
irregular  discharge,  turned  their  backs,*  and  fled  in  the 
utmost  consternation.  In  all  probability  few  or  none  of 
them  would  have  escaped,  had  not  general  Huske,  and 
brigadier  Cholmondeley,  rallied  part  of  some  regiments, 
and  made  a  gallant  stand,  which  favoured  the  retreat  of  the 
rest  to  Falkirk,  from  whence  they  retired  in  confusion  to 
Edinburgh,  leaving  the  field  of  battle,  with  part  of  their  tents 
and  artillery,  to  the  rebels :  but  their  loss  of  men  did  not 
exceed  three  hundred,  including  sir  Robert  Monro,  colonel 
Whitney,  and  some  other  officers  of  distinction.  It  was  at 
this  period,  that  the  officers  who  had  been  taken  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Preston-pans,  and  conveyed  to  Angus  and  Fife,  find- 
ing themselves  unguarded,  broke  their  parole,  and  returned 
to  Edinburgh,  on  pretence  of  their  having  been  forcibly 
released  by  the  inhabitants  of  those  parts.^ 

$  XXXVI.  General  Hawley,  who  had  boasted  that, 
with  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  he  would  drive  the  rebel 
army  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  incurred 
abundance  of  censure  for  the  disposition  he  made,  as  well  as 

p  Sir  Peter  Halket,  captain  Lucr  Scott,  lientenanto  FarciuharwRi  and  Canr- 
mwfL  with  a  few  other  gentlemen,  adhered  punctually  to  their  parole,  and  their 
conmict  was  approved  by  his  raajctty. 

Vol.  ir.  B  b  b  b 
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for  his  conduct  before  and  after  the  action :  but  he  found 
means  to  vindicate  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  sove- 
reign. Nevertheless,  it  was  judged  necessary  that  the 
army  in  Scotland  should  be  commanded  by  a  general  in 
whom  the  soldiers  might  have  some  confidence ;  and  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  was  chosen  for  this  purpose.  Over 
and  above  his  being  beloved  by  the  army,  it  was  suggest- 
ed, that  the  appearance  of  a  prince  of  the  blood  in  Scot- 
land might  have  a  favourable  eifect  upon  the  minds  of 
people  in  that  kingdom:  he,  therefore,  began  to  prepare 
for  his  northern  expedition.  Meanwhile,  the  French  min- 
ister at  the  Hague  having  represented  to  the  states  general, 
that  the  auxiliaries  which  they  had  sent  into  Great  Britain 
were  part  of  the  garrisons  of  Tournay  and  Dendermonde, 
and  restricted  by  the  capitulation  from  bearing  arms  against 
France  for  a  certain  term,  the  states  thought  proper  to  recal 
them,  rather  than  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  his  most 
christian  majesty.  In  the  room  of  those  troops  six  thou- 
sand Hessians  were  transported  from  Flanders  to  Leith, 
where  they  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  Februarj^  under 
the  command  of  their  prince,  Frederick  of  Hesse,  son-in- 
law  to  his  Britannic  majesty.  By  this  time  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  troops  in 
]E^dinburgh,  consisting  of  fourteen  battalions  of  infantry, 
two  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  twelve  hundred  High- 
landers from  Argyleshire,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Campbell.''^  Qn  the  last  day  of  January,  his  royal  high- 
ness began  his  march  to  Linlithgow  ;  and  the  enemy  who 
ha4  renewed  the  siege  of  Stirling  casde,  not  only  aban« 
doned  that  enterprise,  but  crossed  the  river  Forth  with 
precipitation.  Their  prince  found  great  difficulty  in  main- 
taining his  forces,  that  part  of  the  country  being  quite 
exhausted.  He  hoped  to  be  reinforced  in  the  Highlands^ 
and  to  receive  supplies  of  all  kinds  from  France  and 
Spain :  he,  therefore,  retired  by  Badenoch  towards  Inver- 
ness, which  the  earl  of  Loudon  abandoned  at  his  approach. 
The  fort  was  surrendered  to  him  almost  without  opposition, 
^nd  here  he  fixed  his  headquarters.  His  next  exploit  was 
the  siege  of  Fort  Augustus,  which  he  in  a  little  time  redu- 
ced.    The  duke  of  Cumberland  having  secured  the  impor- 
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tant  posts  of  Sterling  and  Perth,  with  the  Hessian  bstttalions, 
advanced  with  the  army  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  was  joined 
by  the  duke  of  Gordon,  the  earls  of  Aberdeen  and  Findla- 
ter,  the  laird  of  Grant,  and  other  persons  of  distinction. 

$  XXXVII.  While  he  remained  in  this  place,  refresh* 
ing  his  troops,  and  preparing  magazines,  a  party  of  the 
rebels  surprised  a  detachment  of  Kingston's  horse,  and 
about  seventy  Argyleshire  Highlanders,  at  Keith,  who 
were  either  killed  or  taken.  Several  advanced  parties 
of  that  militia  met  with  the  same  fate  in  different  places* 
Lord  George  Murray  invested  the  castle  of  Blair,  which 
was  defended  by  sir  Andrew  Agnew,  until  a  body  of  Hes- 
sians marched  to  its  relief,  and  obliged  the  rebels  to  retire. 
The  prince  pretender  ordered  all  his  forces  to  assemble,  in 
order  to  begin  their  march  for  Aberdeen,  to  attack  the 
duke  of  Cumberland:  but,  in  consequence  of  a  remon- 
strance from  the  clans,  who  declined  leaving  their  families 
at  the  mercy  of  the  king's  garrison  in  Fort  William,  he 
resolved  previously  t6  reduce  that  fortress,  the  siege  of 
which  was  undertaken  by  brigadier  Stapleton,  an  engineer 
in  the  French  service:  but  the  place  was  so  vigorously 
maintained  by  captain  Scot,  that  in  the  beginning  of  April 
they  thought  proper  to  relinquish  the  enterprise.  The 
earl  of  Loudon  had  retired  into  Sutherland,  and  taken 
post  at  Dornoch,  where  his  quarters  were  beat  up  by  a 
strong  detachment  of  the  rebels,  commanded  by  the  duke 
of  Perth :  a  major  and  sixty  men  were  taken  prisoners ; 
and  the  earl  was  obliged  to  take  shelter  in  the  Isle  of 
Skye.  These  little  checks  were  counterbalanced  by  some 
adyantagesj^hich  his  majesty's  arms  obtained.  The  sloop 
of  war  which  the  rebels  had  surprised  at  Montrose  was 
retaken  in  Si^therland,  with  a  considerable  sum  of  money^ 
and  a  great  quantity  of  arms  on  board,  which  she  had 
brought  from  France  for  the  use  of  the  pretender.  In  the 
same  county,  the  earl  of  Cromartie  fell  into  an  ambuscade, 
and  was  taken  by  the  militia  of  Sutherland,  who  likewise 
defeated  a  body  of  the  rebels  at  Goldspie.  This  action 
happened  on  the  very  day  which  has  been  rendered  famous 
by  the  victory  obtained  at  CuUoden. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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